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▼oL  IX.  VAXnrA&T,    1858.  STo.  1. 

ORIGINAL   DEPARTMENT. 

BlephantiaBiB  Arabum  of  the  Left  Inferior  Extremity  treated 
saccessfully,  by  Ligature  of  the  Femoral  Artery. 

By  J.  M.  Cabxochax,  Prof,  of  Surgery  in  the  New  York  Medical  College, 
Surgeon-in-Chief  to  the  State  Hospital,  &c.,  &c. 

In  September,  1852,  I  recorded  a  case  of  Elephantiasis  Arabam 
saccessfully  treated,  by  ligature  of  the  femoral  artery.  Since  then,  I 
received  a  letter  from  Prof.  Erichsen,  of  the  London  University,  in 
which  he  mentions  a  case  of  Elephantiasis  tred.ted,  with  a  snccessful  re- 
salt,  upon  the  same  principle. 

The  portion  of  his  letter  referring  to  this  subject  mns  as  follows: 
"  I  have  perused  the  details  of  yonr  case  with  great  interest,  and  have 
been  especially  struck  by  the  account  of  the  snccessful  ligature  of  the 
femoral  artery  for  that  otherwise  intractable  disease.  Elephantiasis 
Arabnm.  The  operation  was  certainly  a  bold  step,  but  one  that  the 
result  shows  to  have  been  the  proper  one  to  take;  and  it  certainly 
does  iafinite  credit  to  your  judgment  and  skill,  to  have  devised  a  sue- 
cessfal  treatment  for  this  complaint.  1  have  at  present  under  my  care 
B  man  with  extensive  Elephantiasis  of  the  foot,  in  whom,  about  two 
months  ago,  the  Assistant  Snrgeon,  during  my  absence,  tied  the  ante- 
rior tibial,  in  t\u  middle  third  of  the  leg.  This  case  has  done  well,  and 
the  limb  is  Q^t  recovering  its  usual  dimensions.  The  operation  was 
perfornaed  o^  hearing  of  the  success  of  your  case." 

The  foUi^ring  case  is  another  example  of  the  beneficial  results  of 
this  practie,  in  a  disease  hitherto  deemed  incurable  by  other  means: 
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Francisco  Podesta,  a  native  of  Italy,  39  years  of  age,  peasant  by 
occupation,  was  admitted  into  the  State  Emigrant's  Hospital,  on  the 
17th  of  April,  1857.  About  six  years  previous  to  his  admission,  after 
prolonged  exposure  to  cold,  and  dampness,  he  was  attacked  with  se- 
vere pains  in  the  left  leg,  extending  upwards  along  the  thigh.  The  pain 
was  followed  by  general  tumefaction  of  the  leg  from  the  toes  upward 
to  the  knee  joint.  The  local  disease  was  attended  by  constitutional 
disturbance,  which,  however,  gradually  subsided,  the  limb  remaining 
much  disfigured  and  considerably  larger  than  that  of  the  opposite 
side.  The  foot  was  thickened,  and  appeared  stunted  from  the 
increased  circumference  around  the  ankle;  the  calf  of  the  leg  was 
also  considerably  augmented;  the  skin  and  sub-cutaneous  tissues  were 
dense,  hard,  and  hypertrophied;  the  surface  of  the  limb  below  the 
knee  was  scaly,  and,  in  general,  presented  the  unseemly  appearance 
from  which  the  term  Elephantiasis  has'  been  derived.  Around  the 
ankje  the  hypertrophied  tissues  were  thrown  into  large  and  prominent 
folds,  hanging,  as  it  were,  over  the  ankle  joint;  between  two  of  these 
folds  an  extensive  ulceration  existed,  as  large  as  a  dollar  piece.  The 
patient,  in  this  condition,  was  unable  to  follow  any  vocation ;  in  fact, 
was  unable  to  walk,  and  entered  the  hospital  more  as  an  asylum,  than 
with  the  hope  of  obtaining  relief.  His  general  condition  was  feeble, 
and  he  presented  a  cachectic  appearance.  The  following  were  the 
measurements  of  the  limb:  the  thighs  at  the  middle  were  of  equal 
measurement,  19  inches;  around  the  calves  on  the  sound  side,  10 
inches;  on  the  diseased  side,  13  inches;  above  the  ankles  on  the 
sound  side,  S^  inches;  on  the  diseased  side,  12  inches;  around  the 
ankles  on  the  sound  side,  9^  inches;  on  the  opposite  side,  15^  inches; 
while  the  measurement  from  the  heel  around  the  instep  on  the  sound 
side  was  12  inches,  and  19  inches  on  the  diseased  side. 

Deeming  it  unnecessary  to  repeat  in  this  patient's  case  the  numer- 
ous remedies  which  had  been  unavailingly  tried,  I  proposed  to  apply 
a  ligature  upon  the  femoral  artery,  for  the  purpose  of  modifying  the 
morbid  nutrition  of  the  limb.  Allowing  him  some  time  to  improve  his 
general  health,  and  to  become  accustomed  to  the  air  of  the  hospital, 
on  the  23rd  of  May  a  ligature  was  applied  on  the  femoral  artery  in 
Scarpa's  space.  The  artery  was  found  to  be  healthy  and  of  normal 
size.  May  27th:  Everything  had  progressed  favorably  up  to  this 
time,  and  the  limb  was  beginning  to  show  evidence  \of  diminutioi^. 
July  1st,  the  ligature  came  away;  at  this  time,  the  calf  di£  the  diseased 
side  had  diminished  1  inch  above  the  ankle;  around  tlie  ankle,  Ij 
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inches;  and  in  the  measarement  in  the  heel  around  the  instep,  8} 
inches;  the  skin  of  the  leg  and  foot  was  al^o  soft.  July  10th,  the 
patient  was  allowed  to  move  about,  the  ankle  joint  which  previously  was 
almost  immovable,  now  admitted  of  flexion  and  extension.  The  ul- 
ceration had  now  healed,  and  from  this  time  forward  until  the  24th 
of  August,  (the  time  of  his  discbarge  from  the  hospital,)  the  dense 
and  hardened  tissues  were  gradually  becomiDg  more  natural  and  soft. 
He  left  the  hospital  with  his  limb  almost  of  natural  size,  and  able  to 
walk  with  but  slight  lameness. 
45  La  Fayette  Place,  Bee.  lOM,  1857. 


[Our  foreign  correspondent,  Dr.  McCormac,  of  Belfast,  favors  us 
with  the  following  brief  communications,  to  which  we  give  place  with- 
ODt  comment.] 

AIR,  THE  ABTTIDOTE  TO  TUBERCLES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  American  Medical  Gazette  : 

Sir — Your  learned  correspondent.  Dr.  Lee,  in  his  kindly  com- 
mentaries on  my  views  on  "  Tubercle,"  is  simply  Tum  avenu,  (See 
Gazelle^  September,  1857.)  His  statements  are  altogether,  if  he  will 
pardon  me  for  saying  so,  a  cramhe  recocta  of  the  old  errors.  I  have 
already  discussed  their  merits  in  my  treatise  on  *'  Consumption," 
which,  apparently,  the  doctor  has  not  seen.  My  Aphorisms  do  not 
argue  the  question.  They  merely  repeat  conclusions.  Dr.  Lee  affirms 
that  tubercle  is  a  protein  substance.  But,  then,  there  is  no  such  sub- 
stance as  protein,  unless  perchance  as  a  product  of  decomposition.  It 
is  a  mere  Deus  ex  machinal  invented  by  pathological  chemists,  by 
Mulder,  in  fact,  to  enable  them,  with  the  best  intentions  no  doubt,  to 
get  up  explanations,  very  often  of  unreal  things.  I  am  well  aware, 
as  Dr.  Lee  can  be,  that  tubercle  in  composition  is  allied  to  the  so- 
termed  protein  bodies,  but  that  does  not  in  the  least  affect  my  position, 
that  tubercle  is  essentially  carbonaceous.  One-half  or  so  is  car- 
bonaceous, the  oxygen  and  hydrogen  are  referable  to  the  watery  in- 
gredients, the  residual  nitrogen  also,  one  and  all,  are  lung  excretions, 
excrementitious,  or  waste  and  disintegrated  tissues.  When  the  air- 
Bopplies  are  insufficient,  when  the  same  atmosphere  is  breathed  again 
and  again,  the  waste,  instead  of  being  excreted  or  sufficiently  excreted 
bj  the  lungs,  is  retained  in  the  blood,  and  is  finally  deposited,  waste 
and  inorganic  as  it  is,  under  the  form  of  tubercle,  in  the  different 
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living  tissues.  No  other  theory  is  adequate  to  account  for  the 
phenomena  and  for  the  universality  of  the  disease.  There  is  no  other 
combination  of  abnormal  circumstances  common  to  every  form  of  the 
disease.  No  other  theory  tries  to  dispose  of  the  waste,  that,  under 
the  conditions  I  have  named,  is  not  discharged  or  adequately  discharg- 
ed by  the  lungs.  During  the  course  of  last  summer,  assisted  by  my 
son,  Dr.  William  McCormac,  I  produced  tubercle  artificially,  as  any 
one  who  chooses  may-do,  in  previously  healthy  rabbits  immured  in 
boxes  imperfectly  furnished  with  atmospheric  air,  but  otherwise  amply 
supplied  with  heat,  light,  and  food.  Out  of  128  cases  of  exquisite 
phthisis,  the  particulars  of  which  I  registered  during  the  last  year  and 
quarter,  each  and  all  suffered  from  deficient  air-supplies,  the  one  and 
only  cause,  as  I  must  continually  maintain,  of  tubercle  in  every  form. 
Many  of  the  cases  were  those  of  persons  in  the  enjoyment  not  only 
of  comfort,  but  superfluity,  while  all  only  concurred  in  the  one  ab- 
normal condition  of  a  deficient  air-supply.  And  so  long  as  individu- 
als and  communities  continue  to  respire  an  impure  atmosphere,  and  so 
long  as  our  profession  withhold  the  fact  of  the  incessant  need  of  pure 
air,  so  long,  and  no  longer,  need  scrofula  and  consumption  continue  to 
infest  the  world.        I  am,  Sir,  with  every  sentiment  of  respect, 

Hy.  McCormac,  M.D. 
Belfast,  JVovember  1, 1857. 


Asiatio  Cholera  and  its  Prevention. 
By  Henry  McCormac,  M.D. 

As  physician  to  the  Belfast  Cholera  Hospital,  I  had  unusual  expe- 
rience in  the  treatment  of  Asiatic  cholera.  During  the  earlier  out- 
breaks of  this  malady,  opium  and  calomel  were  among  the  remedies 
most  confided  in.  During  the  more  recent  outbursts,  however,  a  new 
and  additional  remedy  of  great  efiBcacy,  was  resorted  to.  This  remedy 
consisted  of  the  dilute  acids,  any  of  them.  Use  and  convenience  gave 
the  preference  to  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  and  to  this  dilute  acid,  more 
or  less  combined  with  opiates,  I  habitually  restricted  myself.  The 
name  of  the  person  who  introduced  this  remedy,  like  that  of  many  an- 
other benefactor  of  his  species,  is  unknown.  The  elixir  of  vitriol,  which 
is  merely  sulphuric  acid  diluted  with  spirit,  and  the  addition  of  a  little 
aromatic,  is,  in  respect  of  cholera,  in  very  many  cases,  literally  and 
truly  the  elixir  of  life.  Twenty  drops,  in  a  little  water,  may  be  taken 
every  time  the  bowels  are  affected,  also  every  two  hours  for  some 
hours  after.    But  dilute  sulphuric  acid — that  is  to  say,  sulphuric  acid 
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OK  put,  water  seren  parts — has  precisely  the  same  mediciDal  proper- 
tiei  Here,  thirty  dn^  in  a  little  water  will  be  an  expedient  dose. 
To  diildrai,  two  dn^  for  each  year  of  the  child's  life  may  be  given. 
Odiainse  the  mode  of  exhibition  is  the  same. 

I  BOW  come  to  another  feature  in  respect  of  the  efficacy  of  dilute 

n^Hiic  add.     I  find  that  it  possesses  preventive  as  well  as  cora- 

life  properties.     On  the  occasion  of  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  the 

Bel&st  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  after  many  deaths  had  ensued, 

I  put  the  whole  establishment  on  a  prophylactic  or  preventive  regi- 

■en.    I  added  dilute  sulphuric  add,  in  the  proportion  of  half  an 

oonee  of  dflute  sulphuric  acid  to  twelve  ounces  of  water.     Of  this 

■ixture  I  caused  one  tablespoonful,  further  dfluted  with  a  little  water, 

to  be  swallowed  each  nK»iiing  by  every  inmate.     Very  soon  after,  the 

cMera  had  completely  disappeared.    There  is  here  the  alternative  of 

nppoai^  that  the  disease  spontaneously  vanidied,  or  that  the  dilute 

nlphuric  add  had  acted  as  a  prophylactic.     I  myself  prefer  the  latter 

coodosioo.    It  is  reasonable  to  conclude  that  a  substance  which 

posBesses  the  property  of  constipating  the  bowels,  should  be  adverse 

to  the  propagation  of  cholera.    Xow,  dUute  sulphuric  add  possesses 

property.    It  is  also  conformable  to  the  efficacy  of  prophylactic 

Lscres  generally,  though  greatly  exceeding  the  efficacy  of  most  in 

the  prevention  of  disease.    Sulphuric  add  is  cheap  as  it  is  effective. 

A  poond  of  strong  sulphuric  add,  costing  one  penny,  will  make  seven 

poonds  of  dilute  sulphuric  add,  which,  further  diluted,  would  fnr- 

nisfa  a  pn^ylactic  draught  to  the  whole  of  a  regiment.     And  this 

brings  me  to  the  object  and  intent  of  these  remarks.    They  are 

iateoded  to  serve  our  suffering  countrymen  in  India,  engaged  with  a 

MordcroQS  enemy,  and  assailed  by  cholera,  equally  murderous.     It  is 

of  great  moment  to  cure  disease,  but  it  is  yet  more  momentous  to 

prevent  it.     I  therefore  have  recourse  to  the  wings  of  the  press  in 

Ofder  to  disseminate  a  suggestion,  which,  if  acted  upon,  I  feel  assured 

is  calculated  to  avert  many  a  pang,  and  in  the  East  as  well  as  eli»- 

where,  to  rescue  lives  of  |»ioeless  value. 

Bkltast,  Od.  Zd,  1857. 


Z&2EBSVILLB,  DcC.  lUk,  1857. 

Dbae  Sn — ^ReverendB  and  Honorables  by  the  score  can  be  found 
IB  the  advertising  columns  of  every  petty  country  newiqiaper,  as  the 
STOwed  chaopioiis  and  endorten  of  eveiy  quad:  nostrum,  however 
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oatrageoas;  and  the  fact  may  to  a  certain  extent  be  accounted  for. 
Titles  among  ns  republicans  are  notoriously  plenty  and  cheap,  and  the 
title  of  Reverend  or  Honorable  by  no  means  implies  the  possession  of 
those  qualities  in  the  individuals  holding  the  title,  while  the  inordi- 
nate development  of  self-esteem,  in  minds  perhaps  brilliant,  but  in- 
trinsically inferior,  caused  by  the  adulation  of  the  little  circle  imme- 
diately surrounding  them,  induces  those  persons  to  set  up  as  great  lumi- 
naries in  arts  and  sciences  with  which  they  are  totally  unacquainted. 

The  same  mode  of  reasoning  does  not,  however,  apply  to  the  evan- 
gelical letters  of  the  Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  and  the  publication  of  his 
famous  small-pox  letters  can  ouly  be  viewed  as  a  melancholy  evidence 
that  the  infirmities  of  age  have  brought  the  venerable  statesman  to 
the  verge  of  second  childhood. 

The  absurd  treatment  of  small-pox  by  the  internal  use  of  vaccine, 
or  variola  virus,  so  far  from  being  new,  is*really  a  somewhat  antiquat- 
ed humbug,  the  legitimate  offepring  of  similia  similibus,  and  by 
homoeopaths  in  that  branch  of  their  pseudo-science,  called  tosopathy, 
to  which  belong  also  the  treatment  of  hydrophobia,  syphilis,  gonor- 
rhoea, and  fistula  lachrymalis,  by  hydrophobine,  syphiline,  gonorrhin, 

and dacrosyringin,  as  well  as  the  various  ills  traced  to  latent  itch 

by  Psorin,  all  prepared  in  the  approved  Hahnema?iiac  triturations, 
solutions,  and  dilutious.  I  have  before  me  some  old  volumes  of  the 
Allgemeine  Homoeopatische  Zeitung,  whose  pages  are  filled  with  such 
stuff.  Not  only  do  the  infinitesimal  doctors  claim  to  have  cured 
small-pox  by  variolin,  but  Mr.  Cass  would  have  found  authentic!  his- 
tories of  cases  where  other  diseases  had  been  thus  cured,  that  had 
but  a  remote  connection  with  the  original  disease.  For  the  benefit 
of  the  curious,  I  translate  the  following  from  p.  149,  of  the  first  vol. 
for  1834,  of  said  journal ;  and  as  even  homoeopaths  have  given  up  in- 
finitesimals, this  relic  of  the  past,  without  its  infinitesimals,  may 
enable  new-fangled  doctors  and  old-fashioned  statesmen  to  add  another 
feather  to  their  cap  for  services  to  suffering  humanity. 

Yours,  John  G.  F.  Holston. 

VACCININ. 

Yet  another  remarkable  cure  with  this  stuff  I  desire  here  to  com- 
municate to  my  medical  colleges,  which  allies  itself  to  those  I  have 
formerly  communicated.  About  two  months  ago,  a  girl  about  sev- 
enteen years  of  age  came  to  consult  me  for  thick  spots  on  the  cornea, 
in  consequence  of  vaccination  when  she  was  thirty  weeks  old.    Dor- 
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in^  the  dxteen  years  since  elapsed,  she  bad  without  success,  (I  coin  a 
woid  to  meet  the  original,)  all<^thized  against  this  affection.  I  ad- 
ministered in  the  commencement  snlphor,  arsenic,  pnlsatilla,  and 
cannabis,  which  cnred  the  inflammation  and  snppnration  of  the  Ud, 
bat  left  the  spots  on  the  cornea,  afareadj  skin  thick,  without  change, 
antU  I  administered  m j  third  trituration  oi  Taccinin  to  the  amount  of 
four  doses,  whoebj,  t6  the  great  joj  of  the  otherwise  quite  healthy 
girly  the  corneal  i^ts  became  perfectly  tranqMurent. 

Db.  Batzskdobt. 
Bbkmkblshs,  jiug.  ZUt,  1833w 


SUFER-FHOBPHATB  OF  IROK. 

• 

Phosphate  of  Iron,  dissdred  to  saturation  in  a  solution  of  meta- 
phosphoric  add,  forms  with  sugar  a  clear,  light-colored,  pleasantly 
acidulous  syrup,  without  the  inky  flavor  of  most  femgiDOus  prepara- 
tions, while  it  contains,  as  prepared  by  Mr.  Thomas  Greenish,  of  Lon- 
don, five  grains  of  the  phosphate  of  iron  in  each  fluid  drachm. 

An  important  advantage  enjoyed  by  this  preparation,  is,  that  it  may 
be  combined  in  prescriptions  with  the  yarious  bitter  and*  astringent 
tinctures  and  infusions,  without  causing  any  decomposition.  Its  pleas- 
ant taste  makes  it  also  peculiarly  easy  of  administration,  both  to 
children  and  persons  who  may  have  acquired  a  disgust  for  the  taste  of 
iron.  Beside  these  positive  merits,  there  is  a  theoretical  claim  ad- 
vanced in  its  fovor  in  a  circular  issued  by  Mr.  Greenish,  which  is  im- 
portant enough  to  deserve  careful  verification  in  this  country.  It  is 
based  on  the  assumption  that  iron  and  phosphoric  acid  are  among  the 
most  important  constituents  of  the  human  system;  that  '*  the  brain 
consists  essentially  of  phosphoric  acid  and  oil,  and  a  due  proportion 
of  the  first  is  necessary  to  the  integrity  of  the  mental  functions."  "  The 
iron  exists  in  the  blood  as  a  phosphate,  but  the  digestive  powers  are 
someHmes  so  weakened  that  they  cannot  assimilate  other  preparations  of 
iron,  and  convert  them  into  the  phosphate  required"  "  In  some  cases  of 
weakness  the  amount  of  the  phosphates  excreted  is  so  much  greater 
than  that  contained  in  the  food  taken,  that  the  phosphates  of  the  living 
tissues  are  preyed  upon  for  a  supply"  especially  the  brain,  the  richest  in 
phosphorus  of  all  the  organs.  Hence  madness,  loss  of  memory,  and 
various  other  disorders  of  the  mental  organization. 

As  in  tubercular  disease,  the  fatty  tissues  are  preyed  upon,  and  cod 
liver  oily  and  other  highly  carbonized  substances,  have  proved  omM 
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io  sappljing  the  waste;  so  it  is  presumed  there  are  cases  where  the 
saper-phosphate  of  iron  may  act  in  a  similar  manner,  by  giving  direct- 
ly to  the  system  the  amount  of  phosphorus  and  iron  necessary  to  pre- 
vent an  injurious  overdrain,  and  allowing  time  for  recuperation  by  the 
natural  forces.  In  support  of  this  theory,  several  cases  are  cited  by 
Mr  Greenish,  in  the  circular  alluded  to,  where  the  sjrup  of  the  super- 
phosphate of  iron  in  doses  of  a  fluid  drachm  three  times  a  day  effected 
most  rapid  cures.  The  cases  consist  of  extreme  debility  and  exhaus- 
tion, mental  and  physical,  produced  by  over-application  to  study  in 
one  instance,  and  in  another  by  dissipation  and  excess;  various  soften- 
ing of  the  bones,  weak  ankles  in  a  child,  and  amenorrhoea  and  chlorosis 
in  a  female.  If  the  results  in  these  cases  can  be  relied  on,  as  can  hard- 
ly be  doubted  from  the  respectability  of  their  source,  the  super-phos- 
phate of  irob  must  soon  occupy  a  most  important  place  in  our  thera- 
peutical catalogue.^  A.  Cushkan. 


*  ♦  • »  > 


OUR  PHITiADFJiPHTA  CORRESPONDENT. 

No.  6. 
Board  of  Health,  Medical  Societies,  &c. 

*  "Man  in  society  is  like  a  flow'r 

Blown  in  its  native  bed.    'lis  there  alone 

His  faealtieR,  expanded  in  full  bloom, 

Rhine  oat;  there  onljr  reach  their  proper  use." — Cknoper, 

Dear  Qazette — Another  month  has  passed  away,  and  yonr  cor- 
respondent still  lingers  in  the  '*City  of  Brotherly  Love,"  where  but 
few  things  derange  the  steady  current  of  medical  activity.  He  prom- 
ised in  his  last  to  speak  more  particularly  of  some  of  the  Medical 
Societies  of  this  city,  and  defers  this  narrative  for  the  present,  only 
while  glancing  at  a  few  matters  involving  medical  character  and 
medical  honesty.  It  is  well  isnown  to  thee,  oh  friend  Gazette,  that 
qnackery  is  considered  a  very  immoral  and  very  dishonest  affair,  and 
that  the  abettors  and  aiders  of  quackery,  of  necessity,  partake  of  the 
above  amiable  adjectives;  and  it  is  also  well  known  to  thee,  far-seeing 
Qazette,  that  thieves  and  barglars  strain  their  throats  the  most  in 

*  Under  the  name  of  '*  chemical  food,"  a  compound  syrup  of  the  phosphates 
of  iron,  lime,  soda,  and  potash  has  been  considerably  employed,  and  formulae  for 
its  preparation  have  been  published  by  Mr.  Parrish  and  Mr.  Wiegand,  of  Phila- 
delphia. The  proportion  of  iron  is  mnch  smaller  than  in  the  English  syrup, 
being  only  about  one  grain  of  the  phosphate  to  each  fluid  drachm. 
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the  cry,  when  honest  men  try  to  catch  them.  The  above  remarks 
are  elicited  by  some  astounding  revelations,  in  the  way  of  forgeries 
and  other  dishonesties,  lately  brought  to  light  in  connection  with  oar 
Board  of  Health,  an  institution  well  known  to  be  under  the  control 
very  much  of  its  medical  members. 
The  Board  stands  charged  with — 

1.  Conniving  at  a  charge  of  $24,413  '73  for  filling  in  a  pond  in 
Prime  Street,  which  work  was  estimated  originally  at  less  than  $1,000 
by  the  contractors,  and  was  not  worth  that  much. 

2.  With  having  charged  the  expense  of  a  dinner  given  last  summer 
to  the  Sanitary  Convention,  at  the  Lazaretto,  (said  at  the  time  to  be 
by  subscription,)  to  the  city,  obtaining  the  money  on  "bogus  bills" 
for  articles  never  famished,  some  of  the  names  upon  which  were  forged 
and  some  fictitious.     [What  say  Drs.  Hays  and  Condie?] 

3.  With  diverting  the  revenues  of  the  Health  Office  from  the  pub- 
lic funds,  and  spending  them  for  wines,  liquors,  cigars  and  dinners, 
for  the  delectation  of  the  members  of  the  Board  and  the  loafers  who 
hang  around  the  Health  Office. 

4.  Some  of  the  members  are  charged  with  having  obtained  sums 
of  money  to  pay  bills  of  creditors  or  pretended  creditors  of  the  Board, 
which  sums  they  put  into  their  own  pockets.     [Query,  Dr.  Jewell?] 

In  these  transactions  the  members  of  the  Board  of  1856-7  and 
the  Board  of  1857-8  are  implicated,  together  with  officers  whom  they 
elected.  In  the  Board  of  1856-7  were  eight  physicians,  and  one  at 
least  of  these  a  very  prominent  member  of  the  Quarantine  Conven- 
tion, and  also  a  very  active  soldier  in  the  war  against  the  Physician- 
in-chief  of  the  Blockley  Hospital,  and  against  those  who  assisted  him 
to  that  position.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  his  tender  sense  of  morality 
and  honesty  will  not  suffer  too  much  in  this  public  expose,  to  which  he  is 
subjected,  and  that  the  intolerant  enthusiasm  with  which  he  fights  for 
honesty  in  others  will  not  subject  him  to  a  recoil  which  may  upset 
his  self-sufficiency  and  pride  of  place.  The  fact  is,  this  same  business 
must  have  been  well  known  to  and  concurred  in  by  other  active  mem- 
bers of  the  Quarantine  Convention;  their  participancy  in  it  speaks 
fairer  for  their  hospitable  intentions  than  for  the  honesty  of  their 
means.  The  exposition  of  this  matter  presents  a  clue  to  the  motives 
of  some  of  the  medical  men  who  exhibit  so  much  anxiety  to  shine  at 
these  Boards  and  Conventions. 

The  health  of  our  city  continues  good,  as  it  has  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  year  that  is  past.    The  financial  crisis  still  presses  heavily 
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on  all  classes  of  the  commnnity,  giving  plenty  of  basiness  to  the  law- 
yers, and  keeping  doctors  without  fee  or  reward. 

In  reference  to  the  Societies  of  the  city,  we  have  referred  to  two 
of  them,  and  will  allode  to  them  again  in  another  place. 

The  Medico-Chirargical  College  (or  Society)  was  chartered  by  the 
Legislatare  of  the  State  in  1848.  This  is  entirely  a  voluntary  asso- 
ciation of  the  nsaal  kind,  and  does  not  grant  medical  degrees  or  have 
regular  courses  of  medical  lectures.  Its  members  (or  fellows  and 
associates)  are  of  three  descriptions:  members,  corresponding  mem- 
bers, and  honorary  members.  The  requisites  for  membership  are, 
good  moral  and  professional  character,  and  graduation  in  a  respecta- 
ble, regular  school  of  medicine.  Corresponding  members  are  those 
who  reside  outside  of  the  city  or  the  state;  and  honorary  members 
are  gentlemen  who,  by  their  writings,  discoveries,  or  scientific  ac- 
quirements, have  added  to  the  domain  of  medicine.  The  numbers  of 
these  are  of  course  few,  and  are  resident  in  different  parts  of  the 
United  States  and  Europe.  The  corresponding  members  are  numer- 
ous, not  only  in  the  United  States,  but  in  Mexico,  South  America, 
Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  the  West  India  Islands,  and  India. 

This  Society  holds  monthly  meetings;  has  the  nucleus  of  a  library 
and  cabinet;  the  former  contains  some  rare  works,  presented  to  it  by 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  London,  and  the  latter  has  numer- 
ous specimens  in  natural  science.  The  library  and  cabinet  are  de- 
signed as  central  depots  or  depositories  of  pathological  specimens, 
collections  in  natural  history,  and  books  or  libraries  from  gentlemen 
in  any  part  of  the  United  States  or  elsewhere.  The  fact  that  the 
libraries  of  physicians,  collected,  perhaps,  at  a  considerable  expense, 
and  during  a  long  life,  are  generally  scattered  and  lost  at  their  death, 
has  induced  the  founders  of  this  Society  to  establish  this  as  a  central 
place  of  deposit  for  such  books  and  libraries  as  may  be  given  or  be- 
queathed to  them.  The  names  of  the  donors  and  testators  in  all 
cases  to  be  placed  upon  the  books  and  specimens;  in  this  way  it  is 
hoped  that  many  valuable  books  will  be  preserved,  and  a  large  library 
and  cabinet  founded,  which  will  be  open  not  only  to  the  members  of 
the  Society,  but  to  all  medical  men  visiting  our  city.  The  Society 
adopts  the  code  of  ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  and 
has  for  several  years  been  represented  in  that  body.  It  was  also  rep- 
resented in  the  convention  for  the  revision  of  the  Pharmacopoeia, 
held  at  Washington  in  1850.  This  is  the  only  Society  in  Philadel- 
phia which  draws  its  members,  without  restriction,  from  all  parts  of 
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the  world.  A  few  honorary  members  are  admitted  to  one  of  the  oth- 
ers, forming  the  only  exception  to  the  rule.  A  certificate  or  diploma 
of  membership  is  awarded  to  its  fellows  on  being  elected,  signing  the 
constitution,  paying  a  moderate  fee,  and  presenting  an  essay  or  thesis 
on  a  subject  selected  by  the  candidate.  The  membership  is  much 
sought  after  by  medical  gentlemen  from  abroad,  and  by  those  about 
to  visit  foreign  countries. 

Another  Medical  Society  is  located  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
city,  and  embraces  a  number  of  physicians  in  that  district.  It  is  de- 
nominated the  "Northern  Medical  Society  of  Philadelphia." 

In  addition  to  these  we  have  numerous  social  clubs,  >of  from  ten  to 
forty  members,  which  meet  at  the  different  residences,  and  are  gener- 
ally merely  for  social  intercourse  and  good  suppers.  Some  of  these 
are  denominated  Wistar  Clubs,  from  the  tradition  that  they  were  in- 
troduced by  Dr.  Wistar;  but  this  seems  to  be  an  error,  for  originally 
they  were  merely  the  French  soiree,  adopted  by  Thomas  Jefferson 
after  his  return  from  France.  The  imitation  by  medical  men  has  de- 
generated into  private  parties,  of  particular  medical  circles,  for  eat- 
ing, drinking  and  gossip.  Jefferson  collected  his  literary,  professional 
and  political  friends  at  short  intervals,  in  his  mansion,  in  order  to 
enjoy  their  conversation  in  literary,  scientific  and  political  matters; 
when  the  company  had  entered  the  door  was  fastened;  what  refresh- 
ments were  used  were  taken  from  a  private  closet,  and  no  servant 
permitted  to  be  present.  These  rational  soirees,  which  every  one 
who  visits  Paris  knows  are  so  common  there,  and  which  embrace  all 
professions  in  the  upper  classes  of  society,  would  be  exceedingly  useful 
among  us,  could  we  keep  down  the  tendency,  so  strongly  developed 
in  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  to  gourmandizing  and  nepotism. 

The  College  of  Physicians  is  the  last  society  which  we  design  to 
notice,  but  have  not  time  or  space  at  present.  We  understand  that 
the  committee'  from  our  County  Society,  appointed  under  "  certain 
resolutions,"  to  wait  on  your  "  Academy  of  Medicine,"  to  instruct  it 
in  its  duties  to  its  members,  has  addressed  a  lengthy  article  to  that 
body,  which  it  is  hoped  the  Academy  has  received  in  due  form  and 
placed  under  the  table.*  Such  malicious  child's  play  as  is  contem- 
plated by  these  certain  resolutions,  being  in  the  minds  of  all  the  in- 
telligent public  worthy  only  of  such  a  disposition. 

I  remain  truly  yours,  Seneca. 

*  No;  bat  according  to  role,  that  paper  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ethioi^  without  reading. 
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SEXiEOTIOISrS. 

[From  the  Virginia  Medical  Journal.] 

CUnical  Lecture  on  Retention  of  Urine  from  Enlargement  of  the 
Prostate  Gland,  and  on  Spermatorrhcea  in  connection  with 

Irritable  Prostate. 

By  John  Adams,  F.R.C.S.,  Surgeon  to  the  London  Hospital. 

Gentlemen — One  of  the  most  common  causes  of  retention  of  urine 
is  enlargement  of  the  prostate  gland ;  a  week  seldom  passes  in  hos- 
pital practice  without  a  case  of  this  description  being  admitted.  I 
have  nothing  new  to  saj  upon  this  subject,  but  presuming  that  there 
may  be  some  among  you  who  do  not  understand  it,  I  consider  myself 
quite  justified  in  directing  your  attention  to  it,  especially  as,  a  short 
time  ago,  a  case  of  this  sort  was  under  my  care  in  the  wards.  The 
prostate  is  very  apt  to  become  enlarged  in  old  men,  and  it  thus  gives 
rise  to  a  mechanical  impediment  to  the  escape  of  water  from  the  blad- 
der, causing  retention  of  urine;  or,  as  it  very  frequently  happens, 
your  attention  is  called  to  a  patient  who  is  said  to  have  an  irritable 
bladder,  and  who  is  continually  passing  a  small  quantity  of  water 
without  obtaining  any  substantial  relief:  if  the  patient  is  an  old  man, 
you  at  once  suspect  that  he  is  laboring  under  the  infirmity  in  ques- 
tion, and  you  conclude  that  the  cause  of  this  state  of  the  bladder 
arises  from  its  being  overcharged  with  urine,  and  that,  as  in  an  over- 
full cistern,  the  water  is  constantly  running  in  small  quantities  through 
the  waste  pipe;  you  therefore  pass  a  catheter,  and  at  once  draw  off, 
perhaps,  a  quart  of  urine.  The  case  is  now  clearly  revealed,  and  you 
proceed  to  treat  it  just  as  if  a  complete  retention  existed.  It  is  said, 
on  high  authority,  that  enlarged  prostate  is  not  the  disease  of  the 
aged.  I  confess  I  do  not  understand  this.  I  admit,  however,  that 
in  the  greater  number  of  aged  persons  there  may  be  not  only  no  hy- 
pertrophy, but  actually  an  atrophy  of  the  gland ;  yet  it  most  certainly 
happens  that  retention  from  this  disease  almost  invariably  occurs  in 
old  persons,  and,  therefore,  when  called  to  cases  of  retention  in  the 
aged,  we  look  instinctively  to  the  prostate  gland  as  the  cause,  and 
act  accordingly.  You  are  aware  that  both  lateral  lobes  of  the  pros- 
tate become  hypertrophied,  but  the  left  lobe  is  supposed  to  be  more 
frequently  affected  than  the  right.  It  is  as  well  to  bear  this  in  mind, 
as  jome  modification  in  the  passing  of  the  catheter  may  be  thereby 
necessitated.  It  is  said  that  the  middle  lobe  is  frequently  the  seat  of 
enlargement,  and  so,  no  doubt,  it  is;  but  that  which  is  presumed  to 
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be  the  middle  lobe  has  often  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it,  but  is  a 
growth  springing  from  that  portion  of  the  gland  which  connects  the 
lateral  lobes  of  the  prostate  together,  and  which,  in  a  book  I  pub- 
lished some  time  ago  on  the  diseases  of  the  prostate,  I  designated  the 
"  isthmus  prostati."  This  subject  has  been  well  considered  by  Mr. 
Thompson,  who  has  given  the  result  of  numerous  dissections  of  en- 
larged prostates,  and  this  is  one  of  the  results  of  his  inquiries.  In 
the  treatment,  however,  of  these  cases,  it  does  not  much  signify  whence 
the  enlargement  proceeds,  nor  what  is  its  nature ;  the  catheter  must  be 
employed  for  the  relief  of  the  retention.  You  should,  however,  bear 
in  mind  the  fact,  that  in  enlargement  of  the  prostate  the  bladder  is 
often  exceedingly  irritable,  and  unable  to  retain  even  an  ounce  of 
urine.     This  condition  can  always  be  well  made  out  by  catheterization. 

You  must,  therefore,  pass  a  catheter;  you  may  take  a  silver  or 
elastic  instrument;  yon  may  take  one  with  a  long  curve,  or  a  short 
curve,  or  you  may  pass  an  elastic  catheter  with  no  curve  at  all.  You 
are  all  familiar  with  the  ordinary  manoeuvre  required  in  passing  a 
large  prostatic  catheter;  you  get  the  point  down  to  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  and  then,  finding  an  obstacle,  you  depress  the  handle,  and 
thus  tilt  up  the  point,  and  the  catheter  then  enters  the  bladder.  It 
now  and  then  will  happen  to  you  that  yon  cannot  get  the  ordinary 
prostatic  catheter  into  the  bladder,  and  you  try  other  instruments 
with  like  want  of  success;  you  then  use  the  elastic  catheter,  giving  it 
the  peculiar  curve  described  and  delineated  by  Mr.  Hey  by  withdraw- 
ing the  stilet  after  the  point  has  rcjacbed  the  prostate ;  still  this  will 
fail  you  occasionally,  and  you  may  exhaust  your  whole  stock  of  curved 
instruments  unsucccssfally,  and  you  will  be  surprised  to  find  that  a 
moderate-sized  elastic  catheter,  without  the  stilet,  and  made  straight 
before  its  introduction,  will  pilot  its  way  gradually  between  the  lobes, 
and  reach  the  bladder.  I  have  so  often  seen  this,  that  I  really  think 
it  better  to  use  the  elastic  catheter  first  of  all.  You  cannot  do  any 
harm  by  it,  which  is  more  than  can  be  said  of  the  use  of  the  silver 
instrument. 

Now,  if  you  fail  in  the  introduction  of  the  catheter,  what  are  you 
to  do?  The  patient  must  be  relieved;  and  it  is  a  rare  thing,  indeed, 
that  a  skillful  surgeon  is  baffled  in  relieving  cases  of  retention  of  urine 
from  enlarged  prostates;  but  such  cases  I  have  heard  of:  I  never  saw 
it,  but  it  has  occurred  to  the  most  experienced,  and  will,  no  doubt, 
pecnr  again.  Should  this  unfortunately  happen  to  you,  you  are  re- 
commended to  push  the  catheter  through  the  back  of  the  prostate, 
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and  tbns  make  a  false  passage.  This  operation  is  now  and  then  fatal, 
but  occa^sionallj  it  happens  that,  if  the  false  passage  is  maintained,  the 
patient  never  suflfers  from  any  relapse,  and  considers  himself  cured 
permanently.  In  some  cases,  it  has  been  thought  advisable  to 
puncture  the  bladder.  I  need  scarcely  remark,  that  the  only  situa- 
tion in  which  the  bladder  can  be  advantageously  punctured  in  these 
cases  is  above  the  pubis;  but  this  you  can  only  undertake  when  the 
hypogastric  tumor  is  fully  developed.  The  water  is  to  be  drawn  oflf 
night  and  morning,  or  more  frequently  if  requisite,  and  after  some 
days  the  patient  makes  water  himself,  showing  that  retention  has  been 
immediately  caused  by  some  unusual  distention  of  its  blood  vessels, 
probably  some  congestion  of  the  veins,  which  are  so  numerous  around 
the  gland,  and  under  the  mucous  membrane  about  the  neck  of  the 
bladder. 

This  condition  of  vessels  also  explains  a  symptom  of  very  common 
occurrence  in  the  cases  now  under  consideration — I  mean  hemorrhage 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  re-distend  the  bladder  almost  immediately; 
the  bladder  becomes  intolerant  of  its  contents,  and  you  reintroduce 
the  catheter,  and  you  find  a  chamber  pot  half  full  of  fluid,  so  discolor- 
ed with  blood  as  to  look  like  blood  itself.  Don't  be  alarmed  about 
this;  you  may  assure  your  patient  that  it  will  speedily  subside;  and 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  as  in  a  case  just  discharged  from  the 
hospital,  the  urine  becomes  as  clear  as  ever.  You  may  give  a  little 
mucilage  with  liquor  potassee  and  tincture  of  hyoscyamus,  and  in  this 
manner  allay  the  irritability  of  the  bladder. 

If  you  should  have  much  difficulty  in  passing  the  catheter,  and 
especially  if  your  patient  lives  a  long  distance  from  you,  you  may  tie 
the  catheter  in,  and  leave  it  in  for  a  few  days.  This  plan  is  not 
usually  adopted,  but  I  am  sure  it  is  a  practice  more  conducive  to  the 
safety  of  the  patient  than  the  constant  renewal  of  painful  efforts  to 
pass  the  catheter  night  and  morning.  I  don't  much  like  to  give  opium 
in  cases  of  irritable  bladder  from  enlarged  prostate.  It  may,  how- 
ever, be  advisable  to  give  it.  It  is  not  unfrequently  given  to  the  det- 
riment of  the  patient,  in  cases  where  the  bladder  is  irritable  from 
over-distention ;  it  tends  to  increase  the  evil,  as  it  rather  allays  the 
irritation,  and  thus  favors  the  increase  of  the  accumulation.  It  may, 
however,  be  justifiable  even  in  these  cases,  as  where  the  surgeon  is 
unable  to  pass  the  catheter,  and  is  seeking  further  advice,  as  it  is 
called;  you  may  thus  gain  time,  and  the  patient's  sufferings  being 
lulled  by  the  opiate,  the  desire  to  micturate  is  not  so  urgent. 
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I  am  anxious  ^  make  a  few  remarks  to  yoa  on  the  sabject  of 
spermatorrhcea  as  frequently  connected  with  prostatic  irritation;  and 
I  do  this  the  more  willingly  because  it  is  a  subject  that  surgeons  do 
not  much  like  to  handle.  They  rather  are  disposed  to  repudiate  it 
as  unworthy  of  their  consideration,  the  consequence  of  which  is  that 
the  cases  of  spermatorrhoea  fall  necessarily  into  the  hands  of  those 
gentlemen  who  largely  advertise  in  the  Sunday  newspapers.  These 
journals  teem  with  advertisements  bearing  on  this  subject,  and  the 
attention  of  young  persons  is  directed  to  this  complaint,  and  they  are 
led  to  suppose  that  they  are  affected  with  a  disease  of  which  many  of 
them  are  wholly  innocent.  Spermatorrhoea  is  a  disease,  and  ought 
to  be  studied,  understood,  and  treated  as  such.  You  will  find  it 
quite  amenable  to  treatment  if  this  is  carefully,  and  I  may  say,  sci- 
entifically conducted.  There  is  no  disease  which  produces  so  power- 
ful an  influence  on  the  mind  as  this.  When  a  patient  enters  your 
room  to  consult  you  on  the  subject  of  spermatorrhoea,  you  understand 
him  at  once  by  a  single  glance  of  your  eye.  Don't  imagine,  however, 
that  all  are  cases  of  spermatorrhoea  which  are  supposed  by  the 
patients  themselves  to  be  so;  nine-tenths  of  such  patients  are  free 
from  the  disease  altogether,  and  on  inquiry  you  will  find  that  the  only 
complaint  many  have  to  make  is,  that  perhaps  once  a  fortnight  they 
awake  from  their  sleep  with  a  seminal  emission,  and  that  this  is 
wholly  unattended  with  pain,  and  not  followed  by  any  inconvenience 
whatever.  These  are  just  the  cases  for  the  empyric.  He  first  fosters 
and  encourages  the  idea  of  disease,  and  then  proceeds  to  cure  a 
disease  which  really  never  existed.  I  need  scarcely  tell  you  that  this 
affection  is  often  merely  an  effort  of  nature  to  relieve  herself. 

I  am  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  that  in  very  many  cases  of  supposed 
spermatorrhoea  there  is  no  emission  of  seminal  fluid  whatever.  Such 
cases  as  those  to  which  the  following  remarks  are  applicable  are  of 
this  description ;  and  they  are  exceedingly  numerous.  A  patient  will 
call  on  yon,  and  with  downcast  eye  or  partially  averted  countenance, 
say  that  he  is  unfortunately  the  subject  of  spermatorrhoea,  and  that  he 
is  confirmed  in  his  opinion  by  what  he  has  read  in  books  relating  to 
this  subject.  You  inquire  into  his  case,  and  he  tells  you  that  when- 
ever he  makes  water,  it  is  always  followed  by  a  discharge  of  semen, 
and  that  this  is  especially  the  case  when  he  passes  a  stool.  You  tell 
hun  that  this  is  no  decisive  evidence  of  the  escape  of  the  secretion  of 
the  testes,  but  probably  comes  from  the  ducts  of  the  prostate  and  the 
Tesiculse  seminale^.    You  ask  him  whether  this  discharge  is  accom- 
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panied  with  anj  sensation,  and  he  answers,  No.  Yon  are  now  con- 
firmed in  yonr  opinion  that  he  has  no  spermatorrhoea,  for  yon  may  be 
qaite  certain  that  no  emission  of  seminal  fluid  ever  occurs  without 
some  sensation.  You  will  find,  however,  that  it  is  impossible  to  con- 
vince the  patient  that  he  is  laboring  under  a  delusion,  and  I  do  not 
advise  you  to  appear  to  be  too  positive  on  the  subject.  As  surgeons 
you  are  bound  to  tell  the  truth,  and  place  the  patient's  case  fairly  and 
properly  before  him;  and  if  he  still  remains  unconvinced  as  to  the 
true  nature  of  his  case,  do  not  send  him  away,  but  tell  him  that  you 
hope,  nevertheless,  by  appropriate  means,  to  be  able  to  remedy  the 
condition  under  which  he  labors.  I  always  make  a  point  under  these 
circumstances  to  prescribe  some  mild  tonic  with  a  few  grains  of  soda 
and  ammonia,  and  I  generally  pass  a  fair-sized  catheter,  first  to 
prove  that  there  is  no  stricture,  and  next  because  it  acts  as  a  gentle 
stimulus  to  the  urethra,  perhaps  causing  a  slight  pain  and  the  flow  of 
a  few  drops  of  blood,  which  may  divert  the  patient's  attention  from 
an  imaginary  evil  to  a  real  fact.  I  have  found  that  in  a  very  large 
number  of  these  cases  there  is  really  nothing  whatever  unusual,  and 
that  the  disease  is  altogether  imaginary;  while  in  a  very  few  the 
whole  malady,  if  so  it  can  be  called,  consists  in  the  escape  of  a  small 
quantity  of  a  slight  glairy  secretion,  possibly  mere  mucus  from  the 
urethra;  or  it  may  be  a  little  fluid  squeezed,  by  forcing  at  stool,  from 
the  prostate  gland;  any  of  the  true  vesicular  secretion  is  compara- 
tively rarely  met  with.  I  recommend  you,  however,  not  wholly  to 
repudiate  the  case;  convince  him  of  his  error,  if  you  can,  but  do  not 
dismiss  him  as  if  you  wholly  disbelieved  his  statements,  for  he  will 
still  cling  with  obstinate  tenacity  to  his  own  ideas,  and  will  think  that 
you  are  too  ignorant  to  understand  his  case. 

Now,  these  are  also  just  the  cases  for  the  quacks;  and  such  cases 
are  of  constant  occurrence;  I  could  enumerate  many  such. 

I  now  call  your  attention  to  another  condition  frequently  associated 
with  the  former,  but  frequently  existing  as  a  positive  disease  inde- 
pendent of  it.  I  mean  true  spermatorrhoea,  and  nocturnal  seminal 
emissions.  1  name  them  separately,  although  the  latter  is  compre- 
hended in  the  former  term.  But  I  have  some  doubt  whether 
spermatorrhoea  does  often  take  place  at  any  other  time  except  during 
the  night,  and  under  the  influence  of,  or  accompanied  by  a  dream. 
It,  however,  may  happen  under  particular  states  of  excitement  at  any 
time,  and  as  a  consequence  of  one  or  two  conditions;  that  is,  it  may 
arise  from  trifling  excitement,  where  great  debility  of  the  organs  of 
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generation  has  resulted  from  mastarbation;  or  in  cases  of  excessive 
over-excitement,  in  a  vigorous  state  of  the  parts.  The  remedy  in  both 
eases  is  simple  enoagh,  namely,  abstinence  from  those  caases  which 
lead  to  the  condition  under  consideration;  in  other  words,  avoidance 
of  all  excitement  of  the  generative  organs.  The  former  is  often  re- 
ferred to  irritation  of  the  prostate  gland,  and  that  part  of  the  urethra 
where  the  seminal  ducts  terminate,  namely,  the  prostatic  sinus;  and 
hence  the  employment  of  caustic  to  the  part  frequently  affords  effectual 
and  permanent  relief.  This  plan,  coupled  with  the  use  of  tonics  and 
all  means  calculated  to  invigorate  the  system,  is  frequently  all  that  is 
requisite  for  its  cure.  Nocturnal  emissions  are  far  more  common. 
They  are  the  cause  of  serious  annoyance;  and  if  they  frequently  recur, 
produce  effects  most  debilitating  to  the  patient.  It  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  go  into  all  the  symptoms  resulting  from  this  unfortunate  state 
of  things,  but  I  must  warn  you  not  to  attach  too  much  importance  to 
the  occasional  discharge  of  seminal  fluid  at  night.  Unless  it  often 
recurs,  we  may  rather  regard  it  as  a  relief  to  the  system,  than  as  con- 
stituting a  very  serious  affection.  Still,  when  once  the  mind  of  a 
patient  is  directed  to  it,  it  becomes  to  him  a  source  of  extreme  annoy- 
ance, and  he  rushes  blindly  at  once  to  those  whom  he  supposes  are 
capable  of  affording  him  immediate  assistance.  Ton  must  remember 
what  I  said  before,  that  no  diseases  possess  so  powerful  an  influence 
on  the  mind  as  those  connected  with  the  organs  of  generation ;  and 
this  need  not  on  reflection  excite  our  surprise,  when  we  consider  the 
universal  sympathy  between  these  parts  and  the  body,  as  well  as  the 
mind,  even  in  health. 

Let  me  explain  to  you  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  rationale  of 
this  condition.  Nocturnal  emissions  occur  almost  invariably  under 
the  influence  of  a  dream,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain  from  the  his- 
tory of  patients,  are  always  accompanied  by  a  sensation  pleasurable 
or  otherwise.  I  believe  they  never  occur  without  exciting  or  being 
accompanied  by  some  sensation.  My  inquiries  also  lead  me  to  the 
conclusion  that  they  generally  occur  just  at  the  termination  of  the  first 
natural  sleep,  and  usually  in  the  early  part  of  the  morning.  They 
are,  therefore,  matutinal  rather  than  nocturnal  emissions.  This  is 
rather  an  essential  point  to  understand,  as  you  will  see  in  the  sequel. 
It  is  difficult  to  say  whether  they  occur  as  the  consequence  of  a  dream, 
or  whether  they  are  of  themselves  the  cause  of  the  dream.  My 
<^Mnion  is  that  in  this  regard  they  vary.  I  cannot  go  into  a  lengthen- 
ed discussion  as  to  the  true  nature  of  dreams.  I  believe  that  dreams 
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freqaently  originate  in  the  mind  in  imperfect  sleep  as  a  consequence  of 
the  powerful  inflaence  upon  the  mind  of  some  past  event;  and  every 
one  knows  that  dreams  are  readily  excited  by  some  physical  impres- 
sion; thas  school  boys  excite  to  mictarition  by  placing  the  hands  of 
their  school  fellows  in  cold  water  during  sleep.  Now,  in  the  case  of 
seminal  emissions,  at  least  such  as  occur  night  after  night,  or  morning 
after  morning,  I  think  it  is  the  mental  impression  which  excites  the 
dream,  and  the  emission  is  the  consequence.  The  patient  is  always 
thinking  of  his  condition;  it  haunts  him  day  and  night;  he  gets  a 
habit  of  thinking  of  his  state,  and  hence  in  a  weakened  state  of  parts 
the  habit  of  secretion  and  emission  is  also  attained.  That  dreams  are 
also  excited  by  an  overcharged  state  of  parts  must  be  evident  at  once, 
and  such  dreams  are  also  accompanied  by  seminal  emissions.  I  need 
scarcely  allude  to  the  natural  mode  of  relief  in  such  cases — but  even 
these  cases  admit  of  considerable  melioration  by  suitable  means.  The 
phenomena  of  dreams  c'onstitute  a  most  interesting  department  of 
psychology.  I  shall  not  enter  into  the  subject  here;  it  is  admirably 
treated  by  the  late  Dr.  Abercrombie,  and  has  also  been  particularly 
elucidated  by  Lord  Brougham  in  his  Discourse  on  Natural  Theology. 
In  reference  to  our  own  subject,  however,  I  may  be  permitted  to 
allude  to  a  well-attested  phenomenon  connected  with  dreams;  I  mean 
the  rapidity  with  which,  as  Lord  Brougham  expresses  it,  a  long  suc- 
cession of  images  passes  through  the  mind  with  perfect  distinctness 
and  liveliness.  In  a  dream,  which  occupies  only  an  instant  of  time,  a 
series  of  ideas  relating  to  many  events  will  frequently  pass  before  us. 
The  proof  on  which  this  assertion  rests  illustrates  at  the  same  time  the 
fact  that  dreams  generally  happen  just  at  the  termination  of  sleep, 
and  whilst,  it  may  be  said,  we  are  half  asleep  and  half  awake. 

I  am  certain  that  this  is  the  case  with  dreams  attended  by  seminal 
emissions;  and  it  is  a  belief  in  the  correctness  of  this  assertion  that  has 
led  me  in  very  many  instances  to  recommend  a  simple  procedure, 
which  often  alone  effectually  puts  a  stop  to  those  discharges.  I  could 
enumerate  many  cases  in  which,  by  simply  directing  a  patient  to  rise 
early  in  the  morning,  and  immediately  after  his  first  sleep,  a  dis- 
charge, to  which  he  has  been  accustomed  for  many  days  and  weeks  in 
succession,  has  been  wholly  put  a  stop  to,  and  has  not  recurred.  I 
believe  that  the  first  sleep  is  always  the  soundest;  and  if  this  be  so, 
the  mind  may  best  rest  as  well  as  the  body,  and  no  dreams  occur;  but 
if  the  patient  indulges  in  a  second  sleep,  the  mind  wanders,  dreams 
take  place,  and  that  impression  which  weighs  heaviest  on  the  mind 
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giVes  rise  to  its  own  peculiar  train  of  ideas,  and  hence  emissions,  etc. 
Sorely  this  is  no  difficult  remedy  to  pursue;  it  only  requires  a  little 
resolution.  It  is  conducive  to  health  both  of  body  and  mind;  and  if 
it  thus  breaks  a  chain  of  association,  attended  with  such  unpleasant 
results,  it  certainly  is  well  worth  our  deep  consideration  and  trial. 
Indeed,  I  find  no  difficulty  in  getting  patients  to  put  it  to  the  test, 
bpt  after  a  time  they  frequently  lapse  into  their  old  indolent  habit, 
and  are  again  annoyed  by  emissions, which,  however,  seldom  recur  with 
their  wonted  frequency,  and  sometimes  wholly  cease. 

Yon  must  remember,  however,  that  while  you  are  submitting  your 
patient  to  this  moral  regimen,  as  I  may  call  it,  it  is  desirable,  for 
various  reasons,  to  pursue  some  medical  treatment,  and  I  advise  that 
yon  should  pass  a  moderate-sized  catheter  twice  or  thrice  weekly,  and 
give  a  little  conium  at  night,  and  a  few  grains  of  carbonate  of  soda,  in 
any  vehicle  you  please,  say  infusion  of  gentian,  two  or  three  times  a 
day.  I  also  generally  advise  a  cold  hip  bath  night  and  morning. 
This  may  be  regarded  as  a  very  essential  part  of  the  treatment,  and 
I  have  often  found  it  successful  when  used  alone. 

I  should  be  sorry  to  assert  that  this  method  of  treatment  will  inva- 
riably answer.  It  certainly  will  not,  but  you  will  be  surprised  at  its 
success  in  very  many  instances,  and  is  therefore  well  worthy  of  a  trial. 
If  it  fails,  no  harm  results;  but  I  think  it  will  not  fail,  for  the  remedies 
or  means  now  recommended  are  generally  attended  by  an  improve- 
ment in  the  general  health,  and  are,  therefore,  most  likely  to  result  in 
the  relief  of  a  local  disease ;  and  surely  this  affection  may  be  ranked 
in  this  category. 

If  the  plan  does  not  succeed,  recourse  may  be  had  to  the  use  of  the 
nitrate  of  silver,  which,  concealed  in  a  canula,  is  to  be  applied  to  the 
yem  montannm,  with  a  view  to  allay  the  irritability  of  that  part  of 
the  urethra  where  the  seminal  duct  ends;  for  you  all  know  that  irri- 
tation of  the  orifices  of  ducts  will  always  lead  to  a  flow  of  the  peculiar 
secretion  of  the  gland  to  which  the  duct  belongs;  a  fact  you  may  m 

easily  illustrate  by  touching  with  your  tongue  Steno's  duct,  by  which  a 
flow  of  saliva  is  at  once  excited.  But  I  am  bound  also  to  tell  you  that 
the  simple  plan  I  have  developed  to  you  has  in  very  many  instances 
succeeded  where  the  use  of  the  caustic  has  wholly  failed;  and  further, 
I  must  say  that  the  caustic  treatment  is  not  wholly  without  risk,  as  I 
hare  known  severe  stricture  to  have  resulted  from  its  improper  and 
indiscriminate  use. 
The  subject  I  have  just  considered  is  not  a  pleasant  one  by  any 
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.means.  It  is  nsnallj  coDsigned  to  the  empjric;  thoroagh-bred  sar- 
geons  do  not  like  to  meddle  with  it.  It  is  only  for  this  reason  I  ven- 
ture to  submit  mj  observations  to  yon,  and  I  am  quite  certain  that 
attention  to  the  circumstances  I  mention  will  amply  reward  your 
pains.  You  may  be  the  means  of  affording  relief  in  many  cases  of 
unusual  difficulty,  and  you  will  be  able  thus  to  give  satisfactory  relief 
to  the  minds  of  those  who  really  require  very  great  commiseration.  ^I 
do  not  enter  into  the  subject  very  fully;  I  am  only  anxious  to  intro- 
duce it  as  an  appendage  to  the  few  remarks  I  have  made  on  the 
prostate  gland,  and  no  doubt  the  disease  in  question  is  most  intimately 
associated  with  the  prostatic  part  of  the  urethra. 


*     m   0< 


[From  the  Peninsular  Journal  of  Medicine.] 

The  Position  of  Homceopathy  in  Europe  and  Zhiropean 

Medical  Schools. 

By  H.  S.  Frieze,  A.M.,  Prof,  of  the  Latin  Language  and  Literature  in  the 

University  of  Michigan. 

We  publish  with  great  pleasure  the  following  article  from  the  pen 
of  Prof.  Frieze,  a  highly  intelligent  and  entirely  unprejudiced  layman, 
of  the  most  unimpeachable  integrity  and  candor,  and  who,  it  seems, 
by  request  made  as  careful  an  investigation  of  the  condition  of  ho- 
mceopathy in  Europe  as  a  fifteen  months'  tour  and  sojourn  there 
would  enable  him  to  do.  His  familiarity  with  the  modern  languages 
of  the  continent,  as  well  as  the  ancient  classics,  together  with  his  high 
character  as  a  gentleman  and  his  position  in  an  American  University, 
gave  him  access  to  all  the  most  reliable  sources  of  information ;  and 
no  one  who  is  acquainted  with  Prof.  Frieze,  and  has  any  knowledge 
of  the  faithfulness  with  which  he  pursues  any  investigation  which  he 
undertakes,  will  for  a  moment  question  the  thoroughness  of  the  in- 
quiry or  the  correctness  of  the  description  which  he  gives. 

By  a  careful  perusal  of  the  communication,  which  will  sufficiently 
explain  itself  as  to  its  origin  and  the  manner  in  which  inquiries  were 
made,  our  readers  will  be  able  to  judge  of  the  present  condition  of 
this  system  in  Europe,  and  of  the  truth  of  many  statements  which 
have  been  made  by  interested  partisans,  of  its  high  position  and  great 
popularity  in  the  region  of  its  origin. 

Prof.  Frieze,  we  presume  as  a  matter  of  convenience,  uses  the  word 
''  allopathic"  as  designating  regular  physicians,  in  accordance  with 
popular  usage  and  the  definition  of  the  term  in  some  of  our  medical 
dictionaries,  but  in  opposition  to  what  we  regard  as  its  true  significa- 


MEDICAL    GAZETTE.  21 


tioD,  or  rather  not  in  accordance  wijh  its  inapplicability  to  true  phy- 
sicians who  are  bonnd  by  no  exclusive  system  of  practice,  such  as 
this  restrictive  name  would  imply. 

We  commend  the  article  as  containing  by  far  the  most  reliable  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  of  any  document  with  which  we  are  acquaint- 
ed. It  contains  many  points  which  no  other  production  within  our 
knowledge  alludes  to,  and  is  therefore  of  peculiar  value. — Eds,  Fenitir 
sular  Journal, 

Univbrsity  op  Miohioan,  Sept,  15,  1867. 
Paor.  Samuel  Denton,  M.D., 

Dear  Sir — In  compliance  with  your  request  and  that  of  the  other 
members  of  the  Medical  Faculty  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  I 
embraced  such  opportunities  as  presented  themselves,  during  my 
recent  visit  to  Europe,  to  obtain  information  on  the  present  standing 
there  of  the  homoeopathic  system  of  medicine.  You  desired  me  to 
obtain  such  general  information  on  this  subject  as  might  be  valuable, 
and  in  particular  to  ascertain  whether  any  Universities,  public  hospi- 
tals, or  government  institutions,  have  introduced  or  authorized  the 
teaching  or  practice  of  homoeopathy. 

I  was  enabled,  partly  by  personal  inquiry  and  partly  by  correspond- 
ence, to  ascertain  the  facts  in  regard  to  nearly  all  the  particular 
institutions  and  places  to  which  you  directed  my  attention,  the  only 
important  exception  being  the  University  of  St.  Petersburg.  And 
connected  with  this  local  information,  facts  of  a  more  general  char- 
acter have  been  elicited,  relating  to  the  present  position  and  success 
of  the  homoeopathic  practice  on  the  continent. 

I  often  conversed  freely  with  physicians  of  both  schools,  informed 
them  what  my  purpose  was  in  making  these  inquiries,  and  that  a 

measure  was  then  under  discussion  for  the  establishment  of  a  homoeo- 

*  

pathic  chair  in  the  University  of  Michigan.  On  this  point  it  is  need- 
less to  say  that  the  allopaths  were  unanimous,  and  that  they  thought 
such  a  measure  would  be  decidedly  detrimental  to  the  medical  school, 
without  advancing  in  the  least  the  cause  of  homoeopathy.  The  ho- 
moeopaths also  expressed  themselves  with  entire  frankness  on  this 
subject.  Some  of  them  had  already  heard  of  the  movement,  and  had 
reflected  upon  it  with  deep  interest.  Their  opinions  differed.  Some 
considered  the  plan  impracticable  and  likely  to  injure  both  systems; 
others  thought  it  absurd  to  think  of  founding  only  one  homoeopathic 
professorship,  saying  that  one  was  worse  than  none,  as  it  would  be 
incapable  of  doing  justice  to  the  system;  others,  again,  thought  the 


•* 
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measure,  if  carried  into  execution,  would  be  without  any  important 
results,  either  favorable  or  unfavorable,  whether  to  one  system  or  the 
other.    These  views  I  will  refer  to  more  particularly  below. 

I  may  remark  that  the  conversations  I  listened  to  on  the  claims  of 
homoeopathy  were  generally  characterized  by  a  liberality  and  candor 
on  both  sides,  which  I  had  not  been  accustomed  to,  and  which,  con- 
sidering the  acerbity  which  has  often  attended  the  controversy,  I  was 
not  prepared  to  expect. 

In  regard  to  the  relations  of  homoeopathy  to  the  European  govern- 
ments, it  is  generally  true  that  it  is  so  far  sanctioned  by  the  public 
authorities  that  its  physicians  are  everywhere  licensed  to  practice  it, 
after  having  sustained  the  regular  examinations  in  the  allopathic 
school,  and  obtained  the  regular  degree  of  M.  D.  Their  pharmacies 
are  also  licensed  in  all  the  principal  cities.  I  have  ascertained  but 
one  instance,  however,  in  which  homoeopathy  has  been  officially 
patronized  by  the  public  authorities.  This  occurred  at  Naples  during 
the  last  visitation  of  cholera  there  (1854),  when  the  cholera  patients 
in  one  of  the  public  hospitals  were  committed  to  the  exclusive  charge 
of  Dr.  Kubini,  the  most  eminent  of  the  homoeopathic  practitioners  in 
that  city.  The  success  of  the  practice  on  this  occasion  is  certified 
in  a  printed  report  by  the  governor  of  the  hospital,  Nicola  Forni. 
So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  no  other  government  in  Europe 
has  authorized  the  practice. 

The  report  in  relation  to  the  public  hospitals  of  Vienna  is  an  error, 
which  probably  originated  in  the  fact  that  the  homoeopathic  practice 
has  been  employed  in  a  private  hospital  of  that  city,  belonging  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  Charitable  Society  of  the  **  Grey  Sisters."  This 
statement  was  made  to  me  by  Dr.  Hirsch,  a  homoeopathic  physician 
of  Vienna  of  fifteen  years'  standing,  who  assured  me  that  po  prac- 
titioners of  his  school  were  employed  in  the  public  hospitals  of 
Vienna.  The  homoeopaths  have  established  hospitals  of  their  own  in 
several  countries  on  the  continent,  as  well  as  in  Great  Britain. 

On  the  whole,  so  far  as  concerns  the  Europern  governments,  from 
what  I  have  stated,  as  well  as  from  the  letters  and  conversations 
quoted  below,  you  Will  draw  the  conclusion  that  the  homoeopathic 
system  has  not  been  promoted  by  them,  but  on  the  contrary,  that 
their  influence  has  been  against  it,  the  governments  of  Naples  and 
(perhaps)  Russia  being  excepted.  But  many  individuals  high  in  rank 
and  authority,  and  some  of  the  princes  and  nobles,  are  numbered 
among  its  patrops,    In  Qermany  the  homoeopaths  complain  that  they 
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labor  under  serioas  disadvantages  from  the  untoward  influence  of  the 
pablic  aathorities. 

Yon  ask,  "  what  is  the  position  of  homoeopathy  in  the  TJniversities  7" 
lo  regard  to  the  reports  published  about  homoeopathic  professors  in 
Universities  on  the  continent,  Professor  Henderson,  of  the  Edinburg 
University,  a  warm  advocate  of  homoeopathy,  remarked  to  me  that 
those  reports  for  the  most  part  are  unreliable ;  and  the  facts,  ascer- 
tained by  carefal  inquiry,  fully  justify  his  remark.    There  is  one 
University  in  which  there  is  an  "Honorary  Professor"  of  Homoe- 
opathy.   This  is  the  University  of  Munich,  and  the  Professor  referred 
to  is  Dr.  Joseph  Boechner,  whose  title  and  employment,  according  to 
the  catalogue,  are:  "  Professor  Honorarius;  Specielle  Artzrvdmittel- 
/e^re^— Honorary  Professor;  the  teaching  of  special  Materia  Medica. 
You  desired  me  to  learn  in  regard  to  this  gentleman:  1st.  By  what 
influence  he  was  appointed?    2d.  Did  the  members  of  the  medical 
faculty  approve  of  the  appointment?.    3d.  Has  he  full  rank  as  a 
Professor?     4th.  Is  he  respected  by  them  and  by  other  scientific 
men?    5th.  Is  it  obligatory  upon  students  to  attend  his  lectnres? 
6th.  Must  they  be  examined  in  his  department  in  order  to  obtain  a 
d^ree  ? 

My  answers  to  these  inquiries  are  from  the  venerable  Dr.  Ringseis, 
Dean  of  the  Medical  Faculty,  and,  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  Rector  of 
the  University. 

1st.  The  appointment  was  made  to  gratify  the  private  preferences 
of  one  high  in  rank  and  authority.  2d.  The  medical  faculty,  so  far 
from  approving,  was  not  consulted  in  the  appointment.  3d.  He  has 
D«t  full  rank,  has  no  voice  in  the  faculty,  and  no  salary  from  the 
University.  4th.  His  respectability  as  a  physician  is  not  questioned. 
5th.  It  is  not  obligatory  on  students  to  attend  his  course,  and  the 
number  of  those  who  attend  voluntarily  is  exceedingly  small,  not 
more  than  three  or  four.  6th.  No  examination  in  homoeopathy  is 
prerequisite  to  a  degree. 

You  desired  me  also  to  make  the  inquiry,  whether  any  medical  || 

Professors  in  the  European  Universities,  besides  that  of  Munich,  were 
friends  of  homoeopathy,  and  whether  they  lectured  upon  it  or  prac- 
ticed it,  though  not  appointed  as  Professors  of  Homoeopathy?  In 
answer  to  this  question,  I  have  to  say  that  all  the  physicians  of  both 
gcbools  with  whom  I  spoke  on  this  subject,  agreed  in  the  statement 
that  there  were  no  Professors,  or  they  knew  of  none  at  present,  in 
the  Universities  of  France,  Germany,  or  Italy,  who  were  believer?  ii| 
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the  homoeopathic  system.  Among  my  authorities  on  this  point,  I 
may  mention  Dr.  Bicking,  the  first  homoeopathic  physician  in  Berlin, 
Dr.  Fielitz,  homoeopathic  physician  in  Brunswick,  and  Dr.  Hirsch, 
homoeopathic  physician  in  Vienna.  Dr.  Bicking  informed  me  that 
Professor  Martin,  in  the  University  of  Jena,  of  whom  you  made  men- 
tion, was  no  homoeopath,  but  that  he  explained  in  his  lectures  the 
homoeopathic  treatment. 

It  should  be  remarked  here,  that  the  homoeopathic  practitioners 
themselves  are  generally  not  well  acquainted  with  the  statistics  of 
their  school  in  Germany,  and  that  a  homoeopathic  gnide  for  Germany 
is  for  the  first  time  about  to  be  published  by  Dr.  Von  Heger. 

In  the  Universities  of  Italy,  homoeopathy  receives  no  countenance 
at  present  from  any  of  the  medical  Professors.  This  information  is 
derived  from  prominent  practicing  physicians,  both  allopathic  and 
homoeopathic,  in  Naples,  Rome,  and  Genoa. 

Dr.  Bubini,  the  distinguished  homoeopathic  physician  of  Naples, 
says  that  Professor  Quadrie,  mentioned  in  the  London  Homoeopathic 
Journal,  has  been  several  years  deceased;  that  in  his  University 
lectures  he  was  in  the  habit  of  speaking  on  homoeopathy,  though  he 
was  Professor  of  Ophthalmic  Surgery.  Since  his  death  no  Professor 
has  introduced  the  subject  of  homoeopathy  into  his  lectures,  and  no 
one  at  present  favors  the  system. 

Dr.  Pantaleoni,  one  of  the  most  eminent  among  the  regular  phy- 
sicians at  Rome,  in  reply  to  my  inquiries,  writes  as  follows: 

"  The  practice  of  homoeopathy  is  tolerated,  (by  the  Roman  govern- 
ment,) although  it  has  never  been  publicly  approved  of.  A  homoeo- 
pathic pharmacy  has  been  opened  this  year,  and  that  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  government.  Not  only  it  does  not  prevail  among  the  Ro- 
mans, but  is  generally  laughed  at.  No  Roman  physician  of  any  sci- 
entific or  practical  reputation  has  adopted  it.  Four  or  five  young,  or 
yet  unknown,  medical  men  have  introduced  it.  Although  two  of  the 
Secretaries  of  State  in  succession  (the  most  powerful  and  influential) 
were  devoted  to  homoeopathy,  it  has  never  been  introduced  into  the 
hospitals  or  the  army,  nor  into  any  charitable  institutions,  nor  pro- 
fessed by  any  one  in  the  University  or  in  public  institutions. 

"  Several  of  the  most  distinguished  and  richest  families  have  em- 
ployed a  foreign  homoeopathic  physician,  and  are  enthusiastically  at- 
tached to  homoeopathy." 

In  regard  to  Genoa,  as  I  had  no  opportunity,  when  there,  to  visit 
the  University,  our  gentlemanly  Consul  at  that  port,  A.  Herbmont, 
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Jr.,  Esq.,  made  the  inqdry  you  desired,  and  addressed  to  me  the  fol- 

lovingnote: 

Genoa,  Augwt  8,  1856. 
Bear  Sir — In  answer  to  yours  of  the  29th,  I  beg  leave  to  state 
that  I  have  made  inquiries  of  a  practicing  physician  of  standing  at 
this  place,  and  learn  that  there  is  no  Professor  in  any  College  of  Sar- 
dinia who  is  in  favor  of  the  homoeopathic  system. 

There  is  in  Genoa  a  homoeopathic  pharmacy,  and  there  are  also 
practitioners  here  of  homoeopathy,  but  none  connected  in  any  way 
with  the  University  or  public  Colleges. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.,        A.  Herbmont,  Jr., 

U.  S,  Vice  Consid, 

So  much  in  regard  to  the  institutions  of  Germany  and  Italy. 

In  addition  to  this,  you  request  me  to  learn  something  about  the 
professors  alleged  to  be  friends  of  homoeopathy  in  the  Universities  of 
Barcelona  and  Edinburgh. 

I  made  no  visit  to  Spain,  but  addressed  a  note  to  Dr.  Folch,  Dean 
of  the  Medical  Faculty  of  the  University  of  Barcelona,  from  whom 
I  received  a  very  courteous  answer.  This  is  the  only  information  I 
obtained  from  that  country.  The  writer  declares  himself  as  holding 
the  system  of  homoeopathy  in  much  esteem,  and  represents  that 
he  has  practiced  it  on  many  patients  with  good  results;  but  that 
he  is  not  an  exclusive  homoeopathist,  regarding  himself  as  a  true 
eclectic.  He  expresses  his  belief  that  "Medical  Science  should  study 
this  system  and  compare  it  with  others  which  have  presented  them- 
selves." 

As  to  the  facts  respecting  the  teaching  of  the  System,  he  says  that 
none  of  his  colleagues  advocate  homoeopathy  since  Dr.  Felix  Janer 
left  the  University  in  1845,  who,  for  two  years  preceding  that  time, 
gave  public  lectures  upon  the  subject,  in  his  Chair  of  "  Clinica  In- 
terna" in  the  institution.  Dr.  Janer  is  now  in  the  University  of 
Madrid,  and  is  represented  as  a  strenuous  supporter  of  the  System, 
though  he  does  not  lecture  on  it  in  consequence  of  the  position  of 
the  government.  Dr.  Folch's  letter  proceeds  to  state  that  the  supreme 
government  has  ordered  that  all  professors  in  the  Universities  of  Spain 
shall  confine  their  lectures  to  the  subjects  contained  in  the  text-books 
designated  by  itself,  and  that  no  work  on  homoeopathy  is  designated 
as  a  text-book;  hence  no  lectures  are  given  upon  the  subject  in  any 
of  the  schools.  He  further  says,  that  "homoeopathy  is  practiced  in 
Barcelona  by  several  physicians,  among  whom  is  a  Professor  of  An- 
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atomj,  and  secures  much  favor  among  respectable  classes,  and 
prevails  to  a  considerable  extent  among  the  lower  orders;  that  the 
physician  of  a  provincial  hospital  employs  it  with  good  success,  and 
that  there  are  others  who  practice  the  system  in  nearly  all  the  princi- 
pal towns  in  Spain." 

From  this  account,  homoeopathy  appears  to  be  better  regarded  in 
Spain  than  in  any  of  the  countries  of  Europe  which  I  visited,  and 
where  I  had  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  information  by  observation 
and  from  a  variety  of  sources. 

In  order  to  meet  your  inquiries  in  regard  to  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh, when  in  that  city  I  called  upon  several  physicians,  and  among 
others,  upon  the  distinguished  Professor  of  the  Pathology  in  that  Uni- 
versity, Dr.  Henderson,  who  embraced  the  views  of  the  homoeopathic 
school  some  time  after  Lis  appointment  to  his  present  chair.  Professor 
Henderson  applies  the  homoeopathic  system  to  his  private  practice, 
except  that  in  extreme  cases  he  resorts  to  bleeding.  In  his  lectures, 
however,  he  has  neither  the  disposition  nor  the  opportunity  to  intro- 
duce the  subject.  No  other  medical  professor  in  Edinburgh  is  known 
to  be  a  believer  to  any  extent  in  homoeopathy,  excepting  Dr.  Gregory, 
Professor  of  Chemistry,  who  is  not  a  practicing  physician,  and  has  no 
occasion  to  mention  homoeopathy  in  his  lectures. 

The  allopathic  physicians  and  professors  of  Edinburgh  say  that 
Professor  Henderson  would  be  removed  where  he  to  teach  homoeop- 
athy, and  the  fact  of  his  adopting  that  system  in  his  private  practice 
has  injured  the  reputation,  and  proved  detrimental  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  Medical  School.  The  homoeopaths,  on  the  other  hand,  aflBrm 
that  the  number  of  students  has  increased,  though  Professor  Hender- 
son does  not  think  that  that  circumstance  has  any  connection  with  his 
private  views  and  practice,  or  that  these  affect  the  institution  in  any 
way.  Dr.  Henderson  is  regarded  by  the  faculty  as  a  man  of  superior 
talent  and  acquirements. 

Dr.  Henderson  remarked  to  me  that  he  had  reflected  much  on  the 
proposed  homoeopathic  chair  in  the  University  of  Michigan.  "  He 
would  not  recommend  the  introduction  of  a  Professor  of  Homoeop- 
athy into  an  allopathic  school;  he  regarded  the  teaching  of  the  two 
systems  in  the  same  faculty  as  an  impossibility,  because  they  are 
antagonistic,  and  the  one  must  destroy  the  other.  Nothing,  in  his 
opinion,  would  meet  the  views  of  those  who  desire  to  establish  profes- 
sorships in  homoBopathy  but  the  institution  of  separate  and  independ- 
ent colleges.'' 
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This  opinion  of  Professor  Henderson  differs  somewhat  from  that  of 
Dr.  Bicking,  of  Berlin,  who,  in  speaking  on  the  same  subject,  did  not 
express  himself  as  opposed  to  teaching  both  systems  in  the  same  insti- 
tation,  but  to  the  idea  of  founding  only  one  professorship;  which  he 
thought  would  do  more  harm  than  good  to  the  cause  of  homoeopathy. 

After  the  statements  I  have  already  made,  it  is  hardly  necessary 
that  I  should  say  anything  in  relation  to  the  general  standing  and 
success  of  homoeopathy  in  Europe,  as  that  can  be  readily  inferred  from 
these  statements.  Its  success  has  been  widely  different  in  different 
localities.  Dr.  Folch's  letter,  as  before  remarked,  shows  that  it  enjoys 
a  higher  position  in  Spain  than  in  any  other  country.  Elsewhere  on 
the  continent,  the  system  is  generally  regarded  by  scientific  men,  ex- 
cept by  its  own  practitioners,  as  haying  no  claim  to  be  ranked  as  a 
science,  or  as  a  department  of  medical  science.  The  homoeopathists 
themselves,  however,  are  generally  respected  even  by  those  who  scout 
their  system ;  for  they  are  almost  invariably,  and  indeed  of  necessity, 
men  of  thorough  education  in  the  science  of  medicine,  and  I  remember 
DO  instance  in  which  they  were  not  individually  well  spoken  of  by  their 
opponents. 

As  to  the  extent  of  their  practice  in  the  principal  cities  of  the  con- 
tinent, I  learned  that  the  number  of  their  physicians  in  Paris  was 
about  seventy-five,  and  about  the  same  in  Vienna.  In  Munich  the 
number  is  about  forty,  in  Naples  eight,  and  in  Berlin  still  less.*  In 
the  smaller  cities  the  popularity  of  the  system  is  equally  variable. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  apologise  for  the  meagreness  and  imperfection 
of  the  information  I  have  gathered,  and  beg  you  to  attribute  that 
fault  to  no  want  of  interest  in  satisfying  the  wishes  of  the  medical 
faculty,  but  to  the  limited  opportunities  afforded  by  a  rapid  tour, 
and  a  brief  residence  on  the  continent,  for  obtaining  information  on 
a  subject  which  covers  so  much  ground,  and  involves  such  a  variety 
of  details,  and  which,  at  the  same  time,  has  been  so  little  investigated 
hitherto. 

Very  truly  and  respectfully  yours, 

H.  S.  FRIEZE. 

*  We  have  not  before  ns  the  number  of  medical  practitioners  in  these  various 
cities,  bat  in  nearly  all  civilized  countries  there  is  at  least  one  physician  to 
every  thousand  inhabitants.  Taking  this  ratio  as  a  basis,  there  are  over  1000 — 
perhaps  1100 — medical  men  in  Paris,  and  between  400  and  500  in  Naples.  In 
Paris,  then,  there  is  one  homoeopath  to  from  13  to  15  physicians;  and  in  Naples, 
one  to  about  60;  and  the  proportion  in  the  smaller  towns  will  be  found  to  be 
moch  less  still.  Sdb. 
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[The  following  is  too  good  to  be  lost. — Ed.  Am,  Med.  Gaz.] 
LZTTLE  SHORT  OF  MANSXiAUGHTER. 

That  moribund  humbug,  Homoeopathy,  only  waits  the  upstarting 
of  some  fresh  delusion  to  give  the  coup  de  grace  to  its  lingering  exist- 
ence. Of  the  homoeopathic  hospitals  established  everywhere  with  such 
vast  parade  but  a  few  years  ago,  not  one  has  maintained  its  position. 
Some  are  shut  up  altogether,  whilst  others  have  dwindled  into  miser- 
able little  dispensaries,  sadly  straightened  for  means  to  purchase  even 
the  remedies  which  are  reputed  so  cheap.  For  cheapness  is  one  of 
the  arguments  (and  some  think  it  the  best)  urged  in  favor  of  Hahne- 
mann's system.  Hand-labor  is  the  chief  expense;  for,  since  the  fif- 
teenth dilution  of  a  grain  (quite  a  moderate  extent  of  manipulation) 
involves  a  mass  equal  to  sixty -one  globes  the  size  of  the  earth  for  a 
dilutent,  the  actual'expense  of  the  remedial  material  could  not  be  very 
great.  Hence  it  is  a  marvelous  mystery  what  can  be  the  contents  of 
those  cases  daily  advertised  at  prices  varying  from  $10  to  $15  each, 
accompanied  by  books  of  directions  which  cost  from  25  cents  to  four 
dollars.  There  is  scarcely  a  newspaper,  (published  for  the  enlighten- 
ment of  the  public,  and  to  uphold  the  dignity  of  the  press, )  in  which 
such  advertisements  may  not  be  found  in  stray  corners.  It  is  evident 
that  somebody  buys  the  books  and  boxes.  And  it  is,  moreover,  un- 
fortunately true  that  every  purchase  thus  made  involves  the  condem- 
nation of  certain  harmless  sufferers  to  swallow  the  little  useless  sugar- 
plums sold  at  these  exorbitant  sums  under  the  misnomer  of  medicines. 
For  the  victims  are  usually  the  poor  feeble-minded  clergymen  with 
homoeopathic  predilections,  and  foolish  old  women  are  chiefly  the  pur- 
chasers of  the  rubbish.  They  addle  their  weak  brains  with  perusals 
of  the  books,  written  by  a  person  described  as  J.  Laurie,  M.D.,  and 
announced  to  be  **  devoid  of  all  technicalities."  Then  they  undertake 
the  treatment  of  the  sick-poor  whose  ill-chance  it  is  to  fall  within  their 
reach.  Now,  this  is  a  proceeding  which  requires  some  decided  check. 
The  success  of  homoeopathic  practitioners  is  entirely  to  nervous  folks, 
whose  only  ailment  is  laziness;  and  to  dyspeptic  people,  who  suffer 
from  over-feeding  or  wrong  feeding.  With  such  persons,  careful 
adaptation  of  diet  and  exercise  will  apparently  work  wonders.  And 
in  his  knowledge  of  these  things  are  comprised  the  only  really  service- 
able weapons  of  conscientious  homoeopaths — for  of  these,  we  believe, 
there  are  a  dwindling  few — whose  positions  and  relations  are  like  the 
numerals  which  represent  their  own  doses;  one  figure  of  litUe  value 
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followed  by  a  perfect  battalion  of  cyphers.  No  medical  man  will  be 
inclined  to  envy  them  the  guidance  of  those  perversely  foolish  virgins 
who  swallow  their  globules  and  small-talk;  or  those  slaves  of  the 
stomach,  who  live  to  eat,  and  are  only  kept  in  health  by  being  told 
what  to  eat.  But  that  people  without  more  knowledge  than  is  to  be 
acqaired  from  these  homceopathic  books,  advertised  for  **  families, 
emigrants,  missionaries,"  should  be  allowed  to  waste  the  time,  and 
often  thus  sacrifice  the  lives,  of  the  sick  and  helpless  and  ignorant  by 
administering  the  contents  of  a  homceopathic  nostrum-chest,  (price 
$25,)  is  little  short  of  sanctioned  manslaughter  and  unjustifiable 
homicide. — American  Druggists^  Circular, 
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[From  the  Virginia  Medical  Journal.] 

Defence  of  the  University— Objectioiui  to  Union. 

It  is  freely  admitted  that  the  education  of  a  medical  student  cannot 
be  completed  at  the  University.  An  immense  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  medical  class  attend  one  course  of  lectures  without 
graduating,  and  then  matriculate  for  a  second  term  in  some  of  the 
city  schools.  Even  the  few  graduates  never  think  of  passing  at  once 
into  the  practice  of  their  profession,  but  always  visit  some  of  the 
larger  cities,  in  order  to  prosecute  clinical  studies  for  a  greater  or 
less  length  of  time.  You  appear  to  consider  this  an  inconvenient  and 
objectionable  arrangement.  Not  thus  thought  Mr.  Jefferson,  who 
actually  proposed  to  establish  at  Norfolk  a  clinical  department  in 
connection  with  the  medical  school  at  the  University.  In  all  the 
great  medical  schools  on  the  continent  of  Europe  there  is  a  virtual 
separation  between  the  elementary  and  the  clinical  departments, 
which  are  respectively  under  the  charge  of  separate  and  distinct  pro- 
fessors. Mr.  Jefferson  had  inspected  the  most  celebrated  of  these 
schools,  that  ot  Paris,  and  well  knew  that  though  clinical  medicine 
was  there  taught  to  perfection,  it  was  not  taught  in  connection  with 
the  elementary  lectures,  and  that  the  students  did  not  enter  the  hospitals 
until  they  had  ceased  to  attend  the  lectures  on  the  elementary  branches  of 
medicine;  so  that  if  the  school  for  elementary  instruction  had  been 
located  elsewhere,  and  the  students  had  come  to  Paris  only  for  clini- 
cal instruction,  the  result  would  have  been  the  same.  And  in  fact 
this  is  precisely  the  course  pursued  by  hundreds  of  foreign  students  in 
Paris.  They  get  their  elementary  medical  education  at  home,  and 
then  visit  Paris  to  pursue  clinical  studies.    A  few  Americans,  under 
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the  vague  idea  that  the  Parisian  school  is  the  best  in  the  world,  hare 
gone  to  that  city  to  commence  their  medical  studies,  but  in  almost 
every  instance  they  have  found  it  wiser  to  return  home,  and  to  revisit 
Paris  at  a  later  stage  of  their  studies. 

Certain  persons  who,  for  selfish  motives,  have  advocated  the  re- 
moval of  the  medical  department  pf  the  University  to  Richmond,  have 
absurdly  contended  that  the  student  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
testing  the  truth  of  the  theories  taught  in  the  lecture  room,  by  ob- 
servations at  the  bed  side,  as  if  any  respectable  teacher  of  medicine 
was  in  the  habit  of  teaching  theories  so  transparently  false  that  a 
mere  tyro  could  at  once  set  them  aside. 

You,  Mr.  Editor,  have  never  been  guilty  of  prostituting  your  pages 
by  so  contemptible  an  appeal  to  the  ignorance  of  youthful  candidates 
for  admission  into  the. ranks  of  the  profession.  And  yet  as  the  appeal 
is  made  by  others  in  advocating  a  scheme  which  on  other  grounds  yon 
defend,  you  will  pardon  me  for  referring  to  it  in  this  connection.  In 
the  best  medical  schools  of  Surope  now,  as  in -Mr.  Jefferson's  day,  a 
very  different  opinion  is  entertained  as  to  the  fitness  of  the  first-course 
student  for  studying  disease  by  the  bed  side.  Thus,  one  of  the  most 
zealous  and  uncompromising  advocates  of  the  ref6rm  of  our  system  of 
medical  education,  while  contrasting  our  defective  American  system 
with  that  of  the  celebrated  medical  schools  on  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope, makes  the  following  statements: 

"  At  Vienna,  Berlin,  and  Paris,  besides  the  few  practical  branches 
to  which  our  instruction  is  almost  exclusively  confined,  the  student  .in 
one  or  the  other  of  these  cities  is  obliged  to  learn  botany,  zoology, 
mineralogy,  general  anatomy,  comparative  physiology,  the  history  of 
medicine,  general  pathology,  pathological  anatomy,  surgical  pathology, 
medical  physics,  medical  jurisprudence,  hygiene,  general  therapeutics, 
and  clinical  medicine.  But  the  lectures  on  these  various  bcanches  are 
not  all  delivered  at  the  same  time,  nor  to  the  same  classes.  The  first 
year  of  the  course  is  devoted  exclusively  to  anatomy ^  physiology ,  and  the 
other  fundamental  departments  of  the  science.  In  the  foUovnng  one, 
special  pathology  and  its  adjunct  therapeutics  form  the  principal  subjects 
of  the  lectures,  and  it  is  not  until  the  student  is  thoroughly  versed 

IN  THE  theory  OF   MEDICINE   AND  THE   PRINCIPLES   OF  THE  MEDICAL  ART, 
THAT  HE  IS  TAKEN  TO   THE   BED  SIDE  TO  "^riNESS  THEIR  APPLICATION.      In 

most  of  the  continental  schools,  the  last  two  years  (out  of  four)  of  the 
course  are  chiefly  occupied  with  clinical  medicine." 
Let  it  be  observed,  that  the  practical ''  application  of- the  principles 
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of  the  medical  art''  is  made  at  the  bed  side  by  clinical  teachers,  who 
hare  no  part  in  the  previous  work  of  elementary  instruction.  And 
this  feature  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  crowning  merits  of  the 
continental  system.  So  that  the  enlightened  advocates  of  reform  in 
Great  Britain  are  striving  to  .set  aside  the  cumbrous  machinery  be- 
longing to  the  close  corporations  of  that  empire,  in  order  to  imitate 
the  better  system  of  their  neighbors.  *  Thus  Mr.  Surgeon  Wilde,  in 
his  work  on  Austria  and  its  institntions,  after  giving  an  account  of 
the  system  of  medical  education,  and  indicating  its  merits,  presents, 
as  a  painful- contrast,  the  defects  of  the  English  schools,  and  uses  the 
following  language: 

"Again;  in  the  order  (if  the  term  can  be  so  applied)  of  these 
studies,  hospitals  and  practical  subjects  are  attended  to  long  lefore  their 
theory  has  ever  been-  learned.  Here  the  pupil  really  walks  the  hospitals 
vfitkout  acquiring  a  definite  knowledge  of  any'  one  thing;  he  witnesses 
oferationSf  of  which  he  neither  understands  the  rationale  nor  the  cause, 
except  by^his  grinder,  during  a  few  months'  hard  study,  prior  to  his 
examination,  the  result  of  which  more  frequently  depends  upon  his 
memory  than  his  practical  knowledge." 

This  plan  of  makjing  clinical  instruction  follow  instead  of  accompany 
.  elementary  teaching,  is  so  obviously  the  natural  and  effective  plan, 
that  all  our  better  students  adopt  it  in  spite  of  the  absurd  attempts 
of  the  schools  to  impose  upon  them  a  different  system.  Who  does 
not  know  that  all  who  really  get  clinical  teaching  at  all,  get  it  inde- 
pendently of  the  schools,  and  generally,  nay,  almost  invariably,  after 
graduating  ? 

Your  correspondent  alludes  to  the  ".clinical  sham"  of  the  northern 
collies.  He  is  fully  justified  in  thus  characterizing  it.  But  why  or 
.  how  it  is  to  be  less  a  ''  sham"  when  practiced  in  Richmond,  I  cannot 
for  the  life  of  me  see.  Whatever  school  undertakes  to  teach  clinical 
medicine  to  first-course  students,  perpetrates  a  "  sham"  on  the  college, 
northern  or  southern.  Whatever  college  undertakes  to  give  clinical 
instmction  to  a  large  class  of  students,  must  of  necessity  fail  to  fulfill 
its  purpose.  Clinical  teaching  can  only  be  given  at  the  bed  side,  and 
from  the  nature  of  things  can  never  be  given  effectively  to  more  than 
twelve  or  fifteen  persons  at  the  same  time.  The  attempt  to  do  more 
must  alwayjs  result  in  a  mer^  "  sham,"  whether  practiced  in  Phila- 
delphia or  in  Richmond. 

It  appears,  then,  that  a  complete  medical  education  includes  two 
distinct  stages:  first,  instruction  in  the  elements  of  medical  science  and 
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the  principles  of  the  medical  art;  and,  secondly,  "  practical  instruction 
at  the  bed  side."  The  medical  department  of  the  University  is  admit- 
ted to  have  more  than  fulfilled  the  promises  of  its  founders  in  respect 
to  the  first,  and  does  not  profess  to  touch  the  latter,  but  sends  its 
very  few  graduates  to  the  best  sources  of  clinical  instruction  in  the 
Union,  and  some  of  them  to  Europe.  The  American  city  schools 
absurdly  profess  to  give  both  elementary  and  practical  instruction, 
and  in  the  attempt  to  combine  the  two  under  one  set  of  instructors, 
delivering  the  same  lectures  to  first  and  second  course  students,  fail 
to  do  either  effectively. 
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Clinical  Teaching  and  Sectionalism. 

Extract  from  Prof.  Bbecknell's  Lecture  in  the  New  Orleans  School  of  Medicine. 

The  American  Medical  Association  has  insisted  that  a  greater 
amount  of  hospital  instruction  is  indispensable  to  the  student  of  medi- 
cine. This  has  been  the  point  more  strenuously  urged,  perhaps,  than 
any  other;  we  think  it  more  than  reasonable;  we  have  adopted  their 
views,  and  we  are  willing  to  leave  the  decision  even  to  our  enemies 
(if  we  have  any),' whether  we  do  not  afford  greater  advantages  to  our 
pupils  in  this  respect  than  any  other  school  in  the  land.  Six,  out  of 
ten,  of  us  give  daily  bed-side  instruction  in  the  Charity  Hospital,  and 
the  remaining  members  give  tri-weekly  dispensary  clinics  at  our  Free 
Dispensary  under  this  roof,  where  an  average  of  one  hundred  patients 
a  week  present  themselves  for  treatment.  Indeed,  such  is  the 
proximity  of  the  Charity  Hospital,  that  all  our  patients,  numbering 
hundreds,  are  right  here  at  our  very  door,  and  our  pupils  do  not  have 
to  travel  miles,  or  even  cross  rivers,  in  their  visits  to  the  sick. 

Does  any  other  school  in  the  land  do  this  ?  We  desire  to  draw  no 
invidious  distinctions,  but  we  have  assumed  a  virtue,  and  it  is  our 
privilege,  our  right — or  our  duty,  if  you  will — to  prove  that  we  have 
it,  by  all  the  strength  of  truth.  And  yet  I  will  not  compare  our  In- 
stitution to  those  around  us,  and  which  may  be  considered  our 
honorable  rivals;  but  we  will  travel  far  from  home,  and  dare  a  com- 
parision  with  schools  located  in  the  so-called  "Medical  Metropolis" 
of  our  country.  We  will  go  with  you  to  Philadelphia,  the  hitherto 
fashionable  resort  of  Southern  students,  and  we  will  have  the  bold- 
ness to  place  ourselves  beside  the  time-honored  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  gigantic  Jefferson.    Surely  these  Institutions  will 
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not  object  to  the  comparison.    The  classes  of  these  two  schools 
amonnt,  in  the  agp;regate,  to  at  least  nine  hundred  pnpils.    What  are 
their  facilities  for  hospital  instruction?    Every  man  who   has  ever 
parsaed  the  study  of  Medicine  in  Philadelphia,  knows  that  the  old 
PenDsylvania  Hospital  is  the  grand  rallying  point — it  is  the  all  in  all 
of  our  Philadelphia  brethren,  in  the  way  of  "  hospital  advantages." 
Yet  who  does  not  know  that  the  Pennsylvania  is,  and  always  has 
been,  in  the  hands  of  the  friends  of  the  University,  whose  Faculty 
control  the  clinical  advantages,  and  that  the   **  ticket"  furnished 
gratuitously  to  students-of  other  schools  is  a  mere  nominal  privilege? 
I  quote  from  the  late  announcements  of  the  University  and  the  Jeffer- 
son, to  prove  that  in  Philadelphia,  so  far   from  the  student  being 
afforded  facilities  for  daily  bed-side  instruction — the  very  best  he  can 
possibly  seek — he  goes  but  twice  a  week  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hos- 
pital, and  there  seats  himself  in  a  crowded  amphitheatre — a  room  not 
capable  of  holding  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  students  who  flock  to 
that  city — to  listen  to  abstract  lectures  on  patients  who  are  brought 
into  the  room,  it  is  true,  but  on  whom  the  sense  of  sight  alone  can 
possibly  be  brought  to  bear.    The  University  announcement  says: 

"  The  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  whilst 
conducting  the  Course  in  the  University,  also  lectures,  twice  a  week, 
on  Clinical  Medicine  in  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital^  during  his  term  of 
service  as  Senior  Physician  to  this  Institution. 

"  The  Surgeons  of  this  hospital  perform  similar  valuable  Clinical 
service  in  connection  with  the  branch  of  Clinical  Surgery." 

The  Jefferson  announcement  says:  "  The  hours  of  attendance  at  the 
Clmic  of  the  College  are  so  arranged  as  to  permit  the  students  to  at- 
tend every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  the  Clinic  held  at  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital.  The  Course  adopted  in  that  Clinic  is  the  same  as  at 
the  Clinic  of  the  College.  With  so  large  a  class  in  attendance,  it  is 
impracticable  to  visit  the  sick  from  bed  to  bed,  and  hence,  on  the 
days  named,  the  patients  are  brought  into  the  amphitheatre,  and 
there  treated  and  lectured  on." 

So  that,  in  the  winter  season,  when  twelve  hundred  students  are 
collected  in  Philadelphia — hundreds  of  them  from  the  South-— 
amphitheatre  Clinics,  twice  a  week,  at  the  College  and  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania Hospital,  constitute  the  much-vaunted  *'  Clinical  advantages" 
of  the  '•  Medical  Metropolis"  of  our  country!  There  are  no  oppor- 
tunities for  stadying  disease  at  the  bed  side,  except  in  the  summer, 
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and  we  all  know  how  few  of  the  twelve  hundred  are  to  be  foand  there 
after  the  lectures  close  in  the  spring. 

But  what  a  very  farce  is  this  system  of  amphitheatre  Clinics,  when 
compared  to  daily  bed-side  observation  of  disease  I  It  is  all  well  to 
introduce  surgical  cases  before  students  in  this  way,  when  you  intend 
to  operate,  for  then  it  is  the  sight  alone  thut  is  to  be  brought  into 
play,  and  the  amphitheatre  affords  the  best  opportunity  for  the  whole 
class;  but  to  properly  comprehend  the  true  nature  of  the  affection, 
even  in  these  cases,  it  is  necessary  that  the  student  should  have  seen 
the  patient  previously  in  his  bed.  What  shall  we  say,  then,  of  the 
Clinical  Lectures  in  Philadelphia  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine  7  Do 
they  take  a  patient  who  is  laboring  under  pneumonia,  or  pleurisy,  or 
enteritis,  or  any  of  the  acute  and  dangerous  diseases — do  they  take 
him,  I  say,  out  of  his  bed  and  carry  him  into  an  amphitheatre,  and 
there  lecture  on  him  7  Or,  rather,  does  not  every  dictate  of  humanity, 
every  duty  which  the  physician  owes  his  patient,  forbid  any  such  un- 
warrantable disturbance  and  exposure?  Or  even  if  such  patients 
were  thus  rudely  served,  does  the  student  who  listens  to  the  lectures 
feel  the  pulse,  or  auscult  and  percuss  the  chest?  Does  he  have  any 
opportunity  of  practicing  the  ari  of  his  profession  7  Why,  gentlemen, 
I  have  seen  a  learned  professor  deliver  one  of  the  most  ioteresting 
lectures  imaginable  on  the  sick  man,  who  sat  by  him  in  the  amphi- 
theatre, and  then  find  that  he  had  been  lecturing  on  the  wrong 
patient. 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is,  these  amphitheatre  clinical  lectures, 
with  the  exception  of  their  adaptation  to  surgical  operations,  and  the 
exhibition  of  some  of  the  more  palpable  external  phenomena  of  chronic 
disease,  are  the  medical  humbugs  of  the  age.  Imagine  the  professor, 
with  the  cadaver  before  him  in  an  amphitheatre,  demonstrating  the 
pathological  condition  of  the  organs!  Or  imagine  him  exhibUivg  to 
the  class  a  case  of  cataract,  or  a  fistula  lachrymalis!  Cannot  a  man 
with  half  an  eye  perceive  that  the  system  is  rotten  to  the  very  core  ? 

But  leave  the  gate  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  which  I  have 
shown  to  be  utterly  incapable  of  accommodating  the  crowds  of  stu- 
dents who  flock  to  Philadelphia,  and  where  in  that  city  will  you  point 
me  to  another  hospital  fitted  and  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  the  stu- 
dent ?  There  is  not  one.  The  much-vaunted  Blockley  is  the  only 
other  establishment  which  pretends  to  offer  any  advantages.  It  is 
large  and  accommodates  many  patients,  but  it  is  at  least  three  miles 
away  from  any  school,  and  is  across  the  Schuylkill  Hiver;  indeed  it  is 
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ntterlj  inaccessible  to  the  student  who  attends  lectures.    I  have  tried 
it,  and  I  speak  knowingly. 

If,  then,  as  the  Jeflferson  Circular. says, — "with  so  large  a  class  in 
attendance,  it  is  impracticable  to  visit  the  sick  from  bed  to  bed,"  and 
even  when  driven  to  their  amphitheatres  for  clinical  instruction,  we 

m 

find  the  crowd  in  Philadelphia  too  great,  what  sane  man  will  compare 
their  advantages  for  clinical  instruction  with  ours  ?    There  they  have 
three  or  four  physicians  and  surgeons,  who  are  all  directly  or  indirectly 
connected  with  the  University,  to  deliver  amphitheatre  clinical  lectures 
to  twelve  hundred  students  twice  a  week:  here  we  have  six,  out  of 
ten,  of  the  professors  in  our  institution  alone  in  possession  of  ten  or 
twelve  wards,  with  our  class  divided  amongst  them,  and  visiting  the 
sick  every  day  of  the  week  at  the  bed  side  itself;  and  the  lecture 
hoars  are  so  arranged  that  the  student  has  the  privilege  of  walking 
this  vast  sick  house  during  2^  hours  of  each  day,  and  may  thus  make 
the  visit  with  several  different  professors  every  morning.     Here  there 
is  no  occasion  for  a  rush  and  a  squeeze:  such  is  the  praiseworthy 
liberality  of  the  hospital  regulations,  any  and  every  student,  who  pro- 
perly demeans  himself,  may  visit  any  patient  in  advance  of  or  after 
the  teacher,  and  thus  quietly  and  profitably  pursue  the  investigation 
of  disease.    I  do  no  hesitate  to  assert,  then,  that  New  Orleans  is  this 
day  capable  of  afifording  more  clinical  advantages  to  a  larger  number 
of  students  than  any  city  in  the  Union.    It  will  not  do  for  men  who 
have  never  been  amongst  us  to  deny  this:  all  they  have  to  do  is  to 
come  and  look,  and  they  will  give  it  up.     I  have  personally  visited  all 
the  larger  Northern  cities,  and  I  speak  without  fear  of  successful  con- 
tradiction. 

If  there  be  one  amongst  you,  however,  who  imagines  that  by  this 
comparison  I  desire  to  detract  one  iota  from  the  full  measure  of  praise 
Bniversally  accorded  our  Philadelphia  brethren,  let  him  at  once  rid 
himself  of  the  impression.  I  have  not  words  with  which  to  express 
the  high  estimation  in  which  I  hold  the  noble  spirits  from  whom  I  de- 
nred  my  medical  education:  no  man  ever  heard  me  utter  one  word 
derogatory  to  such  men  as  Chapman,  Wood,  Horner,  Gerhard,  Norris, 
Meigs,  and  a  host  of  others;  but  the  day  has  arrived  when  the  medical 
men  in  the  South  must  awake  to  the  fact  that  the  lecture  rooms  of 
these  worthy  men  are  crowded  to  such  an  excess,  that  it  is  no  longer 
i  matter  of  doubt  that  the  Southern  student  of  medicine,  who  goes 
North,  leaves  behind  him  advantages  far  greater  than  he  can  possibly 
meet  with  there;  and  this  is  a  sufficiently  weighty  argument  in  favor 
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of  home  patronage,  without  reference  to  the  even  more  important 
truism,  that  the  student  who  intends  to  practice  in  the  South  should 
be  conversant  with  Southern  diseases. 

But  it  has  become  fashionable,  gentlemen,  for  ns  Southerners  to  be 
charged  with  "  Sectionalism"  the  moment  we  open  our  mouths,  either 
in  favor  of  the  advantages  which  we  know  we  possess,  or  against  the 
suicidal  course  pursued  by  our  population,  of  running  to  the  North 
for  the  very  things  we  have  amongst  ourselves  in  greater  profusion  and 
of  better  quality.  The  cry  has  been  sounded  long  and  loudly,  and 
even  medical  men  have  now  come  under  the  ban.  Now,  I  believe  I 
am  possessed  of  a  full  share  of  patriotism,  I  believe  I  love  my  whole 
country  as  fondly  as  an  American  can  or  should  love;  and  with  all 
the  enthusiasm  I  may  exhibit  in  favor  of  my  home,  I  can  freely  de- 
clare that  I  have  no  grudge  against  our  neighbors  of  the  North,  nor 
would  I  willingly  detract  one  iota  from  the  full  meed  of  praise  due 
them  in  every  way;  yet  such  is  the  fashionable  cant  of  the  day,  I  be- 
lieve I  shall  be  charged  with  sectionalism  for  the  comparison  I  have 
drawn. 

But  what  of  this  ?  If  to  love  one's  own  home  more  dearly  than  we 
do  our  brother's;  if  to  think  the  woodbine  which  creeps  o'er  the  door- 
way of  our  little  cottage  blooms  forth  sweeter  fragrance  than  all 
others;  if  to  prefer  our  own  glowing,  genial  Southern  sun  to  the  icy 
breath  of  Boreas;  if  to  compare  our  condition  with  that  of  others, 
and,  by  the  comparison,  to  become  more  content  with  our  own;  if  to 
exert  ourselves  by  all  honorable  means  to  excel  even  our  brother  in 
cherishing  and  developing  the  resources  by  which  we  are  surrounded; 
in  fine,  if  to  search  out  the  blessings  which  a  great  and  a  just  God 
has  showered  on  us,  and,  having  found  them,  to  labor  to  enjoy  them; 
if  all  this  be  the  hated  **  Sectionalism,"  then  is  sectionalism  our  banner, 
and  it  shall  be  planted  on  the  topmost  brick  of  this  edifice,  and  on  it 
shall  be  inscribed  iu  letters  of  living  light — Home,  Progress,  and  Re- 
form! 


*  m 


CHOLERA. 

This  fell  disease  has  once  more  made  its  appearance  in  Eugland; 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt,  if  it  be  true  to  its  antecedents,  that  it  will 
visit  the  shores  of  America  during  the  course  of  the  approaching  sum- 
mer. Should  it  do  so,  it  will  again  find  us  unprepared,  and  the  usual 
mortality  and  panic  will  be  the  result.  Six  months  previous  to  the 
outbreak  of  the  cholera  of  1854,  we  warned  the  authorities  of  its 
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approach,  and  urgently  advised  the  adoption  of  measures  calculated 
io  arrest  its  progress  and  disarm  it,  in  a  measure,  of  its  power.  Our 
warnings,  however,  were  unheeded,  and  a  mourning  community  were 
insulted  by  the  solemn  mockery  enacted  by  short-sighted  and  incapable 
officials,  in  the  great  activity  displayed  to  check  the  prggress  of  an 
epidemic  which  had  gathered  its  victims,  expended  its  power,  and  was 
ahready  rapidly  on  the  decline. 

During  the  week  ending  Saturday,  October  11th,  there  were 
registered  in  London  four  deaths  from  cholera  and  choleraic  diarrhoea; 
whilst  in  the  West  Ham  district  there  occurred  seven  deaths  from  the 
same  diseases.  During  the  week  ending  October  24th,  six  deaths 
from  cholera  and  choleraic  diarrhoea  were  registered.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  these  cases  are  merely  sporadic,  for  not  a  year  passes 
without  a  few  deaths  from  cholera  occurring  in  London.  Some  of 
those  recorded,  however,  appear  to  bear  an  epidemic  character. — Mon- 
ireal  Med,  Chron. 


[From  the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal.] 

The  Duties  of  State  Assayers  in  relation  to  Quack  Medicines. 

The  newspapers  are  constantly  puffing  quack  medicines,  whose  in- 
nocuous or  beneficial  effects  are  certified  to  by  State  Assayers.  One 
of  the  most  unprofessional  of  these  certificates  accompanies  the  Peru- 
vian Syrup.  Whatever  the  wording  may  be,  the  readers  of  quack 
advertisements  infer,  from  its  tone,  that  the  Peruvian  Syrup  has  virtues 
which  are  not  possessed  by  the  citrate,  tartrate,  lactate,  and  other 
preparations  well  known  to  the  profession.  There  is  a  common  idea 
in  the  public  mind,  that  the  tincture  of  chloride,  and  iron  rust,  are 
the  forms  in  which  iron  is  given,  and  that  this  certificate  is  in  favor 
of  a  substitute  for  those  exceedingly  disagreeable  preparations.  To 
the  profession  at  large,  the  Peruvian  Sjrup  is  a  secret  remedy,  and  as 
a  secret  remedy  it  does  harm.  Is  not  the  certificate  in  favor  of  such 
irregular  practice  ? 

Every  paper  that  comes  to  yonr  door  contains  a  State  Assayer's 
poff  for  somebody's  Bourbon  whiskey.  Can  a  State  Assayer's  analy- 
sis show  the  difference  between  Columbia  and  Bourbon  ? 

Green's  mixture  of  cinchona  and  sulphuric  acid  used  to  bear  an 
BSS&yer's  certificate,  if  it  does  not  now;  an  irregularity  which,  in  any 
other  State,  would  subject  him  to  trial  before  the  medical  association. 

It  has  been  reported  quite  extensively,  that  a  State  Assayer's 
daties  under  the  law  require  that  he  should  give  a  certificate  of  the 
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composition  of  any  article  brought  to  him  for  examination.  The  only 
statate  which  I  can  find  (there  may  be  others)  in  the  Massachusetts 
laws,  alluding  to  the  duties  of  that  office,  is  as  follows: 

"  §  1.  BeU  enacted,  Sfc,  The  Governor,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Council,  may  appoint  one  or  more  suitable  persons  to  be 
assayers  of  ores  and  metals,  who  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  dis- 
charp^e  of  their  duties. 

**  §  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  assayer  to  assay  such  ores  and 
metals  as  may  be  offered  him  for  assay,  and  to  give  a  certificate  thereof,  * 
for  which  service  he  shall  be  paid  a  reasonable  compensation  by  the 
person  procuring  such  assay  to  be  made. 

"  Approved  March  18th,  1846." 

It  must  be  under  the  provisions  of  some  other  Act  that  the  assay 
of  Bourbon  Whiskey  and  Peruvian  Syrup  come,  but  I  cannot  find  it. 

The  object  of  making  the  office  doubtless  was,  to  encourage  the 
working  of  valuable  mineral  deposits,  which  were  known  or  supposed 
to  exist  in  various  parts  of  the  State.  The  manufacture  of  quack 
medicines  is  a  branch  of  industry,  probably,  not  in  the  view  of  the 
Legislature  of  1846.  C.  E.  B. 


■  ^ 


Arrests  for  Disinterment  of  Dead  Bodies. 

The  newspapers  have  lately  given  an  account  of  the  arrest  of  the 
City  Sexton,  and  also  a  medical  student,  in  Chicago,  for  unlawfully 
taking  bodies  from  a  cemetery  in  that  city.  It  appears  that  the  stu- 
dent has  since  been  discharged,  and  the  sexton  held  to  bail.  No  little 
excitement,  it  seems,  has  been  caused  by  the  affair,  and  regrets  were 
expressed  in  the  Chicago  Daily  2\ihune  that  the  offence  had  not  been 
made  punishable  by  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary.  In  regard  to 
this  expression,  as  well  as  to  the  whole  subject,  an  able  letter  was 
addressed  to  the  editors  of  that  paper,  and  is  copied  into  the  last  num- 
ber of  the  North-  Western  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  The  writer 
views  the  matter  in  a  plain,  common-sense  light,  and  shows  that, 
legally,  even  without  the  penitentiary  penalty,  the  profession  in 
Illinois  "are  placed  very  much  in  the  condition  of  the  Israelites  in 
Egypt,  when  they  were  required  to  make  the  full  number  of  bricks 
daily,  but  denied  the  straw  or  materials  necessary  to  make  them  of." 
Instead  of  increasing  the  penalty,  the  writer  urges  the  passage  of  a 
law  like  the  one  lately  enacted  in  New  York,  and,  he  might  have 
added,  long  before  enacted  in  Massachusetts,  by  which  dead  bodies  in 
poor-houses,  &c.,  not  claimed  by  friends,  are  given  up  for  dissection. 
— Boston  Med,  Sf  Surg,  Journal.  ' 
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EDITOR^S    TA.BLE. 

OX7R  NINTH  VOLUBIR—THE  NZTW  YEAR. 

The  present  namber  for  January,  1858,  commences  the  ninth  vol- 
ome  of  the  American  Medical  Gazette,  its  publication  having  be- 
gOD  in  1850. 

In  saluting  our  readers,  many  of  whom  have,  been  such  from  the 
banning,  we  are  happy  to  assure  them  that  this  Monthly  Journal 
has  prospered  beyond  all  expectation,  and  was  never  more  successful 
than  at  present.  It  will  be  continued  on  the  same  liberal  and 
independent  principles  as  heretofore,  being  still  free  from  any  entan- 
gling alliance  with  any  school,  hospital,  party,  or  clique,  while  eminently 
kind  and  just  to  all.  No  individual  or  sectional  preferences  will  ever 
embarass  our  labors,  which  will  be  directed  to  the  advancement  of 
the  whole  profession  of  our  country,  by  impartially  awarding  merit 
wherever  it  is  due,  irrespective  of  the  locality  in  which  it  may  be  ex- 
hibited.   Such  course  can  alone  consist  with  our  national  title. 

Regarding  the  great  American  Medical  Association,  and  its  ad- 
mirable Code  of  Ethics,  as  the  basis  of  our  State,  County  and  City  or- 
ganizations all  over  the  land,  this  Journal  will  ever  aim  to  co-operate 
with  and  sustain  that  National  Congress  of  Physicians  in  its  legiti- 
mate efforts  to  encourage  medical  science,  to  improve  medical  educa- 
tion, and  to  overthrow  qnackery. 

As  heretofore,  the  editor  will  provide  his  readers  with  a  monthly 
compend  of  everything  new  and  meritorious  in  every  department  of 
the  profession,  which  the  press  of  oar  own  and  foreign  countries  may 
contribute;  while  the  original  articles,  correspondence,  and  editorials 
of  each  number,  with  such  translations,  reviews,  and  critical  notices 
of  new  books,  passing  events,  &c.,  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  avail- 
able, will  afford  greater  variety  to  our  pages  than  we  have  hitherto 
been  able  to  furnish.  Choice  selections  on  topics  of  great  profession- 
al or  public  interest  will  occupy  a  department  in  every  number. 

To  carry  out  these  plans  may  hereafter  require  an  enlargement  of 
the  size  of  our  Journal,  and  yet  we  shall  make  no  advance  iu  the  sub? 
scription  price;  having  resolved  on  making  it  the  cheapest  Medical 
Journal  in  the  country,  of  which  all  who  see  this  number  may  judge 
bj  comparison  or  otherwise. 

Oar  low  terms  (only  two  dollars  per  annum)  have  been  adopted  not 
only  in  conformity  to  the  times,  but  with  the  view  of  enlarging  our 
already  wide  circulation,  upon  the  extent  of  which  will  depend  in  a 
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great  degree  our  asefhiness,  at  borne  and  abroad.  We  have  already 
subscribers  in  nearly  every  State  in  the  Union,  and  our  Journal  visits 
nearly  every  college,  hospital,  library,  and  public  institution  in  the 
country.  Our  exchange  list  includes  most  of  the  periodicals,  domestic 
and  foreign,  and  is  increasing.  While  our  increased  facilities  for  ren- 
dering the  Journal  more  valuable  and  interesting  will  be  enhanced  by 
existing  arrangements. 

May  we  not  look  to  our  friends  all  over  the  country  for  a  spontane- 
ous and  simultaneous  effort  to  add  to  our  subscribers,  when  over  800 
pages!  will  be  furnished  annually  for  the  small  sum  of  two  dollars^  if 
remitted  in  advance?  When  payment  is  delayed  beyond  the  first  six 
months,  three  dollars  will  be  expected  for  the  year. 

This  number  for  January,  1858,  commences  our  new  volume,  and  the 
beginning  of  the  volume  is  the  best  time  for  New  Subscribers. 

Address  the  Editor,  by  mail,  enclosing  the  amount  of  subscription, 
which  will  be  duly  acknowledged,  and  the  Journal  regularly  mailed 
thereafter. 

Communications,  Advertisements,  Books  for  Review,  &c.,  should 
be  addressed  to  the  "  Editor  of  the  American  Medical  Gazette,  10 
Union  Square,  New  York." 


^ » 


Restxictions  on  Marriage  and  Foundling  Hospital& 

Two  objections  have  been  made  to  a  recently  published  report  upon 
**  Infant  Mortality  in  large  cities,  the  sources  of  its  increase,  and  the 
means  of  its  diminution." 

With  reference  to  the  facts  and  statistics  which  prove  the  vast  ex- 
tent and  amazing  increase  of  this  giant  evil  in  our  largest  cities,  no 
one  has  yet  taken  issue.  Nor  have  we  yet  seen  any  exception  taken 
to  the  numerous  sources  to  which  infant  mortality  among  us  is  ascribed, 
though  these  are  enumerated  in  detail.  And  the  only  portions  of  the 
report  to  which  a  caveat  has  been  entered  in  any  quarter,  are  those 
found  among  the  several  means  suggested  for  diminishing  the  evil,  and 
upon  only  two  of  these,  which  are  incidentally  named,  viz.,  the  restric- 
tions upon  marriage  proposed,  and  the  institution  of  hospitals  or  houses 
of  refuge  for  foundlings. 

In  opposition  to  the  first,  it  is  alleged  that  it  is  impracticable.  If 
this  be  granted,  it  of  course  utterly  nullifies  the  proposition  as  Utopian. 

Let  us  see.  Is  it  impracticable  so  to  enlighten  public  sentiment 
that  the  parents  of  a  young  and  healthful  daughter  shall  refuse  to  give 
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her  aw^ay  in  marriage  to  a  hasband  whose  health  is  doabtful,  much 
less  declining,  by  reason  of  some  constitutional  malady  or  hereditary 
disease,  and  upon  whose  life  an  insurance  could  not  be  obtained  for  a 
single  year,  because  no  medical  examiner  would  advise  the  risk?  Such 
marriage,  if  the  party  were  subjected  to  medical  scrutiny,  would  be 
forbidden  for  physical  as  well  as  moral  reasons,  and  the  parents  could 
not  consent  to  consign  their  blooming  and  healthful  daughter  to  a 
childless  solitude,  and  early  widowhood,  and  a  premature  grave;  and 
this  by  a  physical  necessity  from  which  there  is  no  escape.  We  see 
no  "impracticability"  in  convincing  all  parties  that  such  a  marriage, 
however  eligible  and  desirable  under  other  circumstances,  would  be 
a  "covenant  with  death,"  from  which  they  should  all  instinctively 
revolt. 

In  like  manner,  if  we  reverse  the  circumstances  of  our  hypothesis,  is 
it  impracticable  that  a  father  should  prohibit  the  marriage  of  his  son 
with  any  female  whose  antecedents  and  present  condition  of  health 
would  forbid  the  hope  of  offspring,  or  entail  upon  the  fruits  of  the 
alliance  the  blight  of  poisoned  blood  by  hereditary  malady,  and  when 
infantile  mortality  must  be  the  result,  without  a  miracle? 

Is  there  anything  impracticable  in  incorporating  into  the  public 
creed  and  practice,  that  the  healthy  of  each  party  to  a  matrimonial 
alliance  is  of  equal  interest  and  importance  to  both,  and  should  be 
scrutinized  by  medical  men,  not  merely  in  reference  to  their  present 
sanitary  condition,  but  in  view  of  the  contingency  of  offspring,  which 
onght  in  every  case  to  be  anticipated?  And  even  without  any  legal  pro- 
hibition, would  not  the  parties  concerned  become  a  "law  unto  them- 
selves" when  the  truth  should  be  disclosed  to  them? 

What  has  created  the  wide-spread  public  sentiment,  amounting  to 
little  short  of  a  prohibition  of  marriage  between  parties,  either  of 
whom  has  a  hereditary  taint  of  insanity,  or  of  syphilis,  or  when  they 
are  connected  by  near  consanguinity?  It  is  because  medical  men  have 
indoctrinated  the  popular  mind  into  a  full  belief  in  the  mischiefs  and 
dangers  of  all  such  marriages  to  offspring,  by  reason  of  the  transmis- 
sion of  a  hereditary,  morbid,  and  fatal  taint  in  the  blood  of  such 
parentp,  rendering  the  children  of  such  marriages  victims  to  infantile 
or  premature  mortality,  and  even  worse  evils. 

But  are  not  tuberculosis,  scrofula,  and  other  constitutional  maladies 
equally  transmissible  hereditarily,  and  hence  alike  fatal  to  offspring? 
If  80,  the  truth  should  be  told,  line  upon  line,  precept  upon  precept  in 
endless  iteration,  until  the  public  sentiment  should  be  enlightened,  and 
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the  way  be  prepared  for  legislation.  Ought  such  marriages  to  be  pro- 
hibited? This  is  the  question — Is  it  right?  Nothing  that  is  right 
should  be  conceded  to  be  "impracticable." 

The  objection  urged  against  Foundling  Hospitals,  as  a  means  for 
diminishing  the  infant .  mortality  so  rife  in  our  large  cities,  has  been 
vaguely  presented  in  several  of  the  public  journals,  and  seems  to  be 
rather  a  preconceived  theory  based  on  popular  prejudice,  than  the  re- 
sult of  either  reasoning  or  facts.  It  is  alleged  in  general  terms,  that 
such  institutions  will  be  demoralizing  in  their  effects,  by  increasing 
licentious  indulgence,  and  augmenting  the  number  of  illegitimate  births. 
Either  of  these  objections  would  be  fatal,  if  it  could  be  sustained  by 
either  arguments  or  facts,  instead  of  being  built  upon  a  fallacy  which 
has  nothing  but  its  antiquity  and  often  repetition  to  sustain  it. 

The  unhallowed  intercourse  between  the  sexes  is  indulged,  in  almost 
every  instance  by  the  parties,  in  the  confident  expectation  and  belief 
that  they  will  escape  the  consequences,  and  avoid  detection,  by  virtue 
of  some  theory,  or  some  device  in  which  they  trust;  and  they  no  more 
intend  pregnancy,  than  the  thief  or  the  murderer  intends  to  be  detect- 
ed; for  with  the  licentious,  pregnancy  is  both  exposure  and  punish- 
ment. Such  parties  no  more  think  of  foundling  hospitals,  than  do 
thieves  and  murderers  think  of  the  prison  or  the  gallows;  but  they 
expect  and  intend  to  escape  detection,  and  thus  shun  the  consequen- 
ces of  their  acts.  It  is  absurd,  then,  to  suppose  that  the  existence  or 
non-existence  of  foundling. hospitals  will  influence  either  the  extent  of 
prostitution  or  the  number  of  illegitimates. 

But  we  pause  here  to  consider  what  effect  is  produced  on  the  un- 
happy woman  who  discovers  herself  to  be  pregnant,  despite  of  all  the 
precautions  she  had  taken,  and  confided  in,  to  prevent  this  dreaded  re- 
sult, when  she  remembers  that  society  has  provided  no  refuge  for  her 
unborn  child.  Her  conscious  guilt  and  dread  of  exposure  prompt  her 
to  yield  to  the  temptations  of  the  abortionists  who  abound  in  all  our 
cities;  or,  if  her  nature  shrink  from  its  dangers,  infanticide  is  her  next 
resort.  Her  situation  must  be  concealed,  and  the  fruit  of  her  womb 
must  be  disposed  of,  or  her  all  is  lost,  for  there  is  no  foundling  hos- 
pital, else  her  womanhood  would  gladly  take  refuge  for  her  infant 
there. 

Who  can  contemplate  without  a  shudder  the  multitudes  of  guilty 
mothers,  whose  first-born  children  are  doomed  to  death  before  their 
birth,  and  this  only  because  to  these  guilty  women  there  appears  no 
other  alternative  but  utter  ruin.    Hence  suicide,  and  the  double  mur- 
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der  infanticide,  becomes  the  resort  iu  very  niaDj  cases  of  such  despair- 
ing women,  whose  claim  to  sympathy  is  increased  by  the  recognition 
of  the  extent  of  their  wretchedness,  and  even  of  their  gailt. 

What,  then,  must  be  the  practical  effect  of  foandling  hospitals,  if 
SQch  opened  their  doors  for  the  reception  of  these  infant  outcasts  from 
psreotal  love,  whereby  the  dreaded  exposure  of  these  criminal,  but  it 
may  be  repentant  mothers  may  be  averted.  Many  of  them  may  be 
the  victims  of  seduction,  or  lured  into  bogus  marriage,  or  deserted  by 
their  lawful  husbands  after  pregnancy,  and  often  without  fault  of  their 
own.  Their  maternal  instincts  would  revolt  at  the  murder  X)f  their 
offspring,  or  suicide,  if  any  other  alternative  were  within  their  reach. 
To  such,  foundling  hospitals  would  be  literally  a  God-send,  and,  while 
diminishing  infant  mortality  incalculably,  would  preserve  the  lives,  and 
restore,  it  may  be  to  virtuous  society,  multitudes  of  frail  but  repent- 
ant mothers,  whose  first  lapse  from  virtue  has  been  thus  severely  visit- 
ed, while  the  male  villainy  of  which  she  was  made  the  victim  escapes 
onscathed  of  justice. 

Sach  are  some  of  the  considerations  which  led  to  the  suggestions 
made  in  the  report,  to  which  exceptions  have  been  taken  by  some  of 
onr  confreres  of  the  press;  for  which  kindly  candor  we  tender  thanks. 
We  only  submit  for  their  consideration  our  plea  of  demurrer,  and  this 
brief  vindication,  and  hope  it  may  be  allowed  to  reach  ihdr  readers. 


<  ^  •  •  » 


MEDICAL  EDUCATION  IN  NEW  70RK. 

Our  three  Colleges  are  pupsuing  their  respective  courses  of  lectures 
with  classes  varying  little,  if  at  all,  from  those  of  last  year.  Two 
of  them  appear  by  the  report  to  the  Regents,  to  be  carrying  a  heavy 
indebtedness,  which  must  be  an  incubus  upon  the  Faculty  of  each, 
and  necessarily  renders  the  chairs  unproductive.  As  the  other  Col- 
lege do  not  own,  but  rent  their  building,  having  a  long  lease  of  their 
college  premises,  they  have  a  less  burden  to  bear.  But  in  none  of 
the  colleges  are  the  professors  adequately  paid,  nor  can  they  hope  to 
be  except  by  the  increase  of  classes,  hardly  to  be  expected  at  present; 
for  the  State  leaves  its  medical  colleges  without  patronage  of  any 
kind,  while  schools,  academies,  seminaries,  and  mere  literary  colleges 
are  annually  the  recipients  of  State  favors.  The  distinction  is  as  un- 
just as  it  is  ungenerous,  for  there  are  no  teachers  more  poorly  paid 
than  are  the  medical  teachers  all  over  the  State,  nor  any  class  of 
teachers  which  reckons  so  many  beneficiaries,  or  educates  so  many  pu- 
pib  gratnitOQsIy. 
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Oar  hospitals  are  on  a  better  footing  than  formerly.  All  fees  are 
abolished  at  the  New  York  Hospital,  and  students  are  admitted  free. 
The  Belleyoe  and  the  Emigrants'  Hospital  never  did  charge  anything 
to  students,  who  have  free  access  to  the  clinical  teaching  at  all  times. 
At  Bellevae,  a  clinical  course  is  now  in  operation  by  the  medical  staff, 
which  is  very  largely  attended.  Dr.  J.  R.  Wood,  Dr.  Geo.  T.  Elli- 
ott, Dr.  B.  F.  Barker,  Dr.  Stephen  Smith,  Dr.  John  T.  Metcalfe, 
and  Dr.  Isaac  E.  Taylor  are  now  statedly  lecturing  there,  and  con- 
ducting veritable  clinics  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  students. 

There  are  numerous  other  hospitals  open  to  students  under  certain 
circumstances,  without  fee,  viz:  St.  Vincent's,  St.  Luke's,  Woman's 
Hospital,  Lunatic  Asylum,  Blackwell's  Island,  Nursery,  Children's 
Hospital,  Jews'  Hospital,  Marine  Hospital,  &c.,  &c. 

Add  to  these  our  Infirmaries,  Dispensaries,  College  Cliniques,  pri- 
vate teachers,  never  so  numerous  as  now,  &c.,  and  it  will  be  manifest 
that  New  York  offers  advantages  and  facilities  for  acquiring  medical 
education  entirely  unsurpassed  in  the  country.  While  for  anatomical 
pursuits,  and  the  cultivation  of  operative  surgery  and  obstetrics,  by 
witnessing  operations  and  making  dissections,  we  can  excel  any  other 
city  in  the  land. 

This  brief  summary  of  the  claims  of  New  York  is  presented  now 
for  the  reason,  that  the  local  medical  journals  are  each  urging  the  pre- 
tensions of  the  schools  in  their  own  vicinity  with  unwonted  zeal.  Let 
not  our  great  city,  then,  be  without  a  chronicler  of  what  it  is  doing  and 
preparing  to  do  for  medical  education.  . 


The  Medical  schools  all  over  the  country  are  in  full  operation,  and 
though  we  are  unable  as  yet  to  report  the  classes,  except  in  a  few  in- 
stances, yet  we  hear  very  favorable  accounts  from  a  few.  Jefferson 
Medical  College,  at  Philadelphia,  it  is  said,  leads  off  with  nearly  500. 
The  old  University  of  Pennsylvania  comes  next,  with  some  400;  while 
the  University  of  Nashville  had  3*10  when  we  last  heard.  These  in- 
dicate favorably  for  the  rest,  and  imply  that  there  will  be  little  if  any 
falling  off  in  the  aggregate  from  the  successes  of  the  last  year,maugre 
all  the  predictions  of  croakers  to  the  contrary. 


OUR  PHH.ADEI1PHTA  COUSINS 

Appear  to  be  growing  desperate,  now  that  their  frenzy  has  burned 
itself  out,  by  the  intensity  of  its  own  fires  at  home.  Finding  that 
their  impotent  menaces  have  only  provoked  cor  risibilities  at  their 
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Indicrons  antics,  they  have  now  resolved  to  "  carry  the  war  into  Africa." 
Tbej  have  drawn  up  an  elaborate  and  lachrymose  memorial  to  the  N. 
y.  Academy  of  Medicine,  setting  forth  in  plaintive  tones  of  lugubri- 
005  lament  that  a  Fellow  of  the  Academy,  and  what  is  far  worse,  a 
"Vice-President  of  the  American  Medical  Association,"  has  "wilful- 
ly, wickedly,  and  feloniously"  signed  a  certificate  that  Dr.  James 
McCIintock  is,  by  experience  and  education,  qualified  to  take  the  medi- 
cal charge  of  Blockley  Hospital.  They  "  complain  "  that  by  this  act 
many  of  their  number,  "  as  needy  as  McCIintock,"  were  deprived  of 
Mj  chance  for  the  office,  the  said  New  York  certificate  having  been 
80  powerful  as  to  defeat  the  united  efforts  of  the  Philadelphia  County 
Medical  Society,  which  they  say  "  represents  the  entire  medical  pro- 
fession of  that  city."  And  this,  too,  when  the  "political  body,"  viz., 
the  guardians  of  the  public  health,  who  appoined  Dr.  McCIintock, 
were  seething  Democrats,  while  the  New  York  certificate  was  from  a 
well-known  **  Know  Nothing."  They  complain  that  this  interference 
of  a  New  Yorker  with  the  medical  affairs  of  Philadelphia,  is  a  tres- 
pass upon  that  comity  and  good  fellowship  which  should  subsist  be- 
tween sister  cities,  and  they  subniit  to  the  Academy  what  shall  be  done 
in  the  premises  for  redress  of  their  grievances,  alleging  that  the  said 
appointee  had  been  excluded  from  the  American  Medical  Association 
for  being  interested  in  the  sale  of  nostrums. 

Their  memorial,  of  some  dozen  pages,  was  presented  to  the  Academy 
at  its  last  meeting,  and,  according  to  rule,  was  referred,  without  reading, 
to  the  Committee  on  Medical  Ethics,  who  will  doubtless  give  it  that 
grave  consideration  which  its  importance  demands.    Not  having  heard 
the  document  read,  nor  had  the  opportunity  to  read  it,  our  knowledge 
of  its  contents  is  derived  from  a  correspondent,  who  tells  us  that  the 
precious  Dr,  Jewell,  whose  advertisement  we  copied  gratis  in  the  last 
No.  of  the  Gazette,  is  among  the  signers.    Apropos:   Simultaneously 
with  these  unique  proceedings,  it  appears  by  the  public  papers  that 
several  members  of  this  ''Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society"  includ- 
ing this  precious  Dr.  Jewell  among  the  number,  have  been  prosecuted 
by  the  Common  Council  of  that  city  on  charges  of  fraud  and  forgery 
in  their  official  conduct  as  members  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  that  city, 
bj  which  the  public  treasury  has  been  fleeced  to  the  tune  of  thousands 
of  dollars,  by  bogus  bills  and  similar  swindling.     The  Quarantine  Con- 
▼entioD,  it  is  alleged,  were  entertained  by  Drs.  Condie,  Jewell  &  Co., 
all  tempefance  men,  with  luxurious  feasting  and  drinking  at  the  public 
i,eoTeredy  as  were  also  the  dinners  to  the  Sanitary  Committee, 
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by  bogas  bills  and  receipts,  as  in  other  cases.  These  trials  of  medical 
men  for  felony  in  pnblic  office  will  exhibit  a  new  feature  in  the  pro- 
fessional history  of  Philadelphia,  and  no  precedent  exists  anywhere 
else.  It  has  been  proposed  that  our  N.  Y.  County  Medical  Society 
should  memorialize  their  sister  society  in  Philadelphia,  by  way  of 
complaint,  and  inquire  of  their  committee  on  ethics  ''  what  is  to  be 
done  in  the  premises?"  But  "  fraud  and  forgery,"  corruption  in  office, 
are  trivial  offences,  compared  with  the  crime  of  testifying  that  Dr. 
James  McClintock  is  qualified  to  take  the  medical  government  of 
Blockley  Hospital  I  We  wish  all  parties  a  safe  deliverance.  Yive  la 
bagatelle  I 


<  ^ 


MORAL  INSANITY  AGAIN! 

We  perceive  that  this  contemptible  plea  for  impunity  to  crime,  and 
this  time  for  a  cruel  and  heartless  murder,  is  to  be  urged  in  behalf  of 
the  young  profligate  Rodgers,  who  stabbed  a  citizen  while  quietly  ac- 
companying his  wife  along  the  public  highway,  killing  this  husband 
and  father  in  the  presence  of  his  wife,  without  any  semblance  of  provo- 
cation. This  time  no  medical  man  has  been  employed  to  stultify  him- 
self, and  prostitute  our  profession  by  shielding  the  guilty  culprit,  that 
device  having  failed  to  mislead  either  court  or  jury  in  the  Huntington 
case.  But  the  Governors  of  the  Alms  House,  or  a  portion  of  them,  at 
the  instance  of  one  of  their  number,  have  officially  decided  that 
Rodgers  is  non  compos  mentis,  of  which  they  assume  to  be  competent 
judges,  and  have  signed  a  petition  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  for  a 
pardon  or  commutation  of  sentence,  now  that  he  is  about  to  be  hanged. 
We  are  glad  that  the  President  of  that  Board  refused  to  interfere 
with  the  execution  of  the  laws,  as  did  some  other  members  of  that 
body,  whose  good  sense  protected  them  from  perverting  their  official 
character,  under  any  pretext  of  false  philanthropy. 

Our  confidence  in  Governor  King  precludes  all  apprehension  that 
his  executive  clemency  can  be  successfully  invoked  in  behalf  of  any 
drunken  rowdy,  because  he  was  on  a  drunken  revel  and  reeling 
through  our  streets  with  his  boon  companions,  when  he  committed 
this  highway  murder.  Granted,  that  now  under  sentence  of  death, 
he  can  feign  insanity  well  enough  to  deceive  such  wise  experts  as  Gov. 
Pinckney,  Oliver,  and  Gnnther,  to  do  which  he  or  any  other  criminal 
can  be  trained  in  an  hour.  Is  that  any  reason  for  depriving  our  reck- 
less community  from  the  salutary  example  of  an  execution  for  murder, 
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in  example  which  may  deter  others  from  their  dranken  debauch,  by 
learniog  its  certain  and  terrible  consequences  ? 

THE  PARISH  T77ILL  CASE 

Is  at  last  decided  by  Surrogate  Bradford,  who  it  seems  utterly  ignor- 
ed all  the  testimony  of  the  medical  witnesses,  rejecting  it  on  the 
groand  that  it  was  only  argument  pro  and  con,  and  not  to  be  regard- 
ed as  in  any  sense  the  opinion  of  experts.  We  honor  his  judgment, 
if  the  so-called  argument  of  our  neighbor  McOready,  published  in  the 
Ntw  York  Journal  of  Medicine^  is  a  specimen  of  the  medical  evidence. 
The  Hon.  Surrogate  could  not  admit  that  an  apoplectic  paralytic, 
speechless,  and,  as  proved,  fatuous  to  a  degree  little  short  of  idiocy, 
was  at  the  time  of  "  sound  mind  and  memory,"  for  disposing  of  his 
vast  estate;  by  any  amount  of  medical  logic,  or  long  and  labored  "argu- 
ment of  learned  sound." 

We  have  not  seen  the  published  volume  of  the  written  opinions  of 
the  doctors,  who  had  the  good  luck  and  rich  fees  of  this  protracted 
hiquiry  before  the  Surrogate,  but  we  learn  that  it  contains  over  600 
8?o  pages,  evincing  very  elaborate  research  and  profound  erudition. 
It  is  a  pity  ^hat  its  contents  were  ruled  out  of  court,  but  fortunately 
the  decision  is  recorded  that  "  the  costs  are  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
estate,"  so  that  the  fees  of  both  doctors  and  lawyers  are  safe. 


THE  SUPER-PHOSPHATE  OF  IRON, 

Which  has  lately  acquired  no  small  notoriety  in  England  and  on  the 
continent,  is  now  becoming  popular  among  American  physicians,  who 
find  it  eminently  useful  in  many  cases  to  which  it  is  adapted,  and  pref- 
erable to  any  other  of  the  salts  of  iron.  In  another  page,  it  will  be 
aeen  that  Mr.  Cushman,  of  the  St.  Germain  Hotel,  is  preparing  the 
syrup  according  to  the  British  formula,  which  produces  a  pleasant  and 
efficient  article. 


THE  COMIdlTTEE  ON  PX7BLIC  HEALTH 

In  Brooklyn,  have  published  a  Report  in  relation  to  swilled  milk  and 
its  mischiefs,  in  which  they  cite  facts  and  arguments  stolen  bodily  from 
oar  late  Beport  on  Infant  Mortality,  without  the  slightest  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  source  whence  they  derived  them.  The  Committee 
are  probably  not  censurable,  but  the  medical  concocter  of  the  Report 
whose  name  is  adroitly  repeated  to  iteration,  a  luxury  which  he  hugely 
eq{ojty  and  by  which  he  is  ever  betraying  his  identity. 
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CONFUSION  WORSB  CONFOUNDBD ! 

The  quadruple  controversy  in  the  Journals,  as  to  the  discovery  of 
the  excito-secretory  system  of  nerves,  &c.,  and  the  rival  claims  of 
priority  between  Dr.  Marshall  Hall  and  Professors  Campbell,  Allen, 
and  Paine,  are  likely  to  be  iqterminable.  Dr.  Christian,  of  Detroit, 
denies  that  any  discovery  has  been  made  by  either  of  the  parties,  and 
cites  his  proofs  that  the  doctrines  claimed  as  original  are  as  old  as 
Philip,  Broussais  and  Bichat.  Professor  Palmer,  of  the  Peninsular 
Journal,  endorses  Dr.  Christian's  views,  and  alleges  that,  as  in  other 
cases,  "  Whatever  is  new  is  not  true,  and  whatever  is  true  is  not  new." 
We  await  the  appearance  of  the  forthcoming  new  work  of  Dr.  Paine, 
the  veteran  New  Yorker,  who,  we  have  a  fancy,  carries  too  many  guns 
for  all  the  belligerants.     Hence  we  go  for  non-committal  at  present. 


ANTIDOTE  TO  STRYCHNIA. 

The  success  of  camphor  as  an  antidote  to  strychnia,  in  the  two 
cases  reported  last  year  by  Dr.  Rochester,  of  Buffalo,  prompted  to  its 
trial  in  a  recent  case,  reported  at  length  in  the  Virginia  Medical 
Journal,  by  Dr.  Claiborne,  of  Petersburg.  The  strychnia  was  taken 
with  suicidal  intent,  in  a  dose  of  two  grains,  and  the  patfent  was  not 
seen  until  tetanic  and  epileptic  spasms  of  intense  violence  had  super- 
vened, which  continued  for  hours,  until  5i  of  camphor  had  been  ad- 
ministered in  doses  of  10  to  6  grs.  every  half  hour,  when  they  ceased, 
and  the  patient  recovered.  Until  chemistry  furnishes  us  with  a  bet- 
ter antidote,  the  camphor  would  seem  to  be  worthy  of  confidence  after 
these  successful  trials. 


DR.  FRANK  H.  STORER,  OF  BOSTON, 

Corrects  the  error  of  th^-public  press  in  proscribing  the  green  paper- 
hangings,  because  colored  with  arsenite  of  copper,  viz.,  Scheele's 
green.  Such  colored  paper  is  unattended  with  danger  except  in  un- 
derground or  damp  apartments;  the  mischief  in  these  cases  being 
ascribed  to  arseniuretted  hydrogen,  formed  by  the  action  of  water  in 
the  presence  of  decomposing  organic  matter  upon  the  arsenite  of  cop- 
per. The  prejudice  already  created  against  such  colored  walls  will, 
however,  diminish  the  sale  and  lower  the  price.  It  is  well  to  be  assur- 
ed that  such  arsenical  paper  is  perfectly  safe  in  dry  and  well-ventilat- 
ed apartments,  for  these  green  paper-hangings  are  among  the  most 
beautiful  imported. 
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THE  VENERABLE  DR.  JOHN  TV.  FRANCIS 

Has  added  new  laurels  to  his  brow,  by  his  late  Oration  before  the  N. 
Y.  Historical  Society,  on  the  occasion  of  opening  their  new  building. 
This  learned  and  eloquent  discourse  will  soon  be  printed,  and  the 
clauns  of  its  author  to  being  a  veteran  Knickerbocker  will  .then  be 
apparent,  for  Dr.  Francis  knows  more  of  New  York,  its  men,  and  its 
manners,  for  the  last  40  years,  than  any  other  living  man ;  and  it  may 
be  fairly  presumed,  that  if  there  have  been  during  that  long  period 
any  notabilities  whom  he  does  not  know,  they  are  not  worth  know- 
ing. His  system  of  mnemonics  must  be  a  perfect  one,  for  he  never  for- 
gets anything,  or  anybody  whom  he  ever  knew.  His  oration  will  be 
among  his  best  literary  efifbrts,  and  when  it  appears  we  shall  recur  to 
it  again. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

A  Philadelphian  writes  us  to  inquire  "  whether  the  Code  of  Ethics 
of  the  American  Medical  Association  is  not  violated  by  one  of  its 
oldest  members  and  former  officers,  who  is  a  silent  partner,  pecunia- 
rily interested,  though  concealing  his  name,  in  a  notorious  drug  store 
not  far  from  Chestnut  and  Twelfth  Streets,  in  that  city?"     We  reply, 
by  referring  the  inquirer  to  Dr.  Isaac  Hays,  who,  as  the  editor  of  the 
American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  is  better  posted  in  relation  to 
medical  law  than  we  profess  to  be.     Our  opinion  is  well  known  to  be, 
that  nostrum  vending  alone  can  render  the  party  liable  to  impeach- 
ment in  such  a  case;  and  that  otherwise,  the  partnership  in  a  drug 
store,  or  any  other  lawful  business,  does  not  constitute  an  offense. 
The  latter  is  the  exercise  of  a  private  right  inherent  in  every  indi- 
vidual, to  invest  his  capital  in  any  lawful  business,  or  to  affix  his  sig- 
nature to  any  document  according  to  his  own  "  sovereign  will  and 
pleasure,"  irrespective  of  any  dictation,  and  without  any  responsibility 
to  any  public  or  private  association.    To  his  God,  the  laws  of  his 
country,  and  his  own  conscience,  can  he  be  alone  accountable.    This 
most  be  the  fact,  unless  he  has  surrendered  his  right  of  private  judg- 
ment, and  is  no  longer  a  free  American  citizen. 
Another  correspondent  from  the  same  city  says, 
"  It  is  rumored  here  that  the  Committee  of  the  County  Medical 
Society,  viz.,  Drs.  Condie,  Jewell  &  Co.,  will  send  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  at  Washington,  complaining  against  those 
forgeoos  of  the  Department  who  recommended  Mr.  McClintock's  ap- 
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of  the  United  States.    Dr.  Reese  added  his  name,  under  the  touching 
circnmstances,  to  the  list.    Dr.  Reese  was  the  old  acquaintance  and 
friend  of  the  family,  and  upon  the  most  intimate  terras  with  the  Rev. 
Dr.  McClintock,  brother  of  Dr.  James  McClintock,  everywhere  re- 
cognized as  one  of  the  purest  and  most  learned  of  the  Methodist 
ministry  of  this  country — a  ministry  with  which  Dr.  Reese  has  always 
fijmpathized.    Now,  admitting  that  Dr.  Reese  did  wrong  to  save  a 
repentant  and  struggling  brother — a  brother  in  a  double  sense — surely 
it  conld  only  be  an  error  of  the  head,  for  the  heart  that  was  in  that 
act  none  can  deny.    Dr.  Reese  has  been  unmercifully  censured,  but 
with  all  these  circumstances  to  determined  his  course,  we  apprehend 
kw  men  with  a  soiil  worth  saving  would  have  acted  differently.     We 
could  weep  over  Dr.  McClintock's  course,  but  no  one  has  suffered 
more  by  it  than  himself;  and  while  he  has  failed  to  live  out  of  the 
profession,  and  having  no  other  means  of  supporting  an  interesting 
and  helpless  family  than  medicine  offers,  we  ought  not  to  blame  him 
for  trying  to  get  back  among  his  former  brethren,  nor  blame  one  who 
knew  all  the  circumstances  for  aiding  him  in  that  effort,  and  especially 
for  extending  a  lifting  hand  to  save  a  helpless  family  from  want. 
Ours  is  a  generous  profession,  and  while  those  who  would  persistently 
struggle  to  degrade  it  in  popular  estimation,  deserve  no  mercy  at  its 
hand,  let  us  be  generous  to  returning  prodigals,  who,  having  fed  upon 
the  husks  of  the  aliens  ad  nauseunij  are  not  likely  to  relapse  into  that 
error. 

Dr.  Reese  has  borne  himself  gallantly  at  the  head  of  his  fair  and 
spirited  Journal,  and  let  his  confreres  of  the  press  not  torture  into  a 
crime  what  his  heart  assures  him  was  a  virtue. 


CORRECTION. 

Phiiadelphu,  December  19, 1857. 

Db.  D.  MEREDrPH  Reese, 

Dear  Sir — Allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  a  mistake  that  has 
found  its  way  into  the  last  number  of  your  Journal.  Permanent  mem- 
bers of  the  American  Medical  Association  are  there  informed  that 
upon  receipt  of  three  dollars  they  will  have  a  volume  of  Transactions 
sent  to  them,  free  of  charges  for  transportation. 

This  error  arose,  no  doubt,  from  the  fact  that  members  at  New 
York  and  other  points  where  large  numbers  of  volumes  are  required, 
have  not  been  obliged  to  pay  transportation. 

At  these  points  certain  gentlemen,  for  instance.  Dr.  Beadle,  in  your 
dty,  have  kindly  acted  as  agents  for  the  distribution  of  the  volumes, 
and  large  numbers  are  sent  enclosed  in  a  single  package.  As  this 
reduced  the  freight  to  a  fraction,  I  have  not  felt  at  liberty  to  ask  of 
these  gentlemeDy  Drs.  Morland,  of  Boston,  Marsh,  of  Albany,  Bro- 
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die,  of  Detroit,  De  Saossore,  of  Charleston,  Lindsley,  of  Nashville, 
Miller,  of  Chicago,  Hughes,  of  Keokuk,  Atlee,  of  Lancaster,  Askew, 
of  Wilmington,  Hooker,  of  New  Haven,  and  Hintze,  of  Baltimore, 
the  additional  trouble  of  collecting  the  modicum  of  freight  due  on 
each  volume.  In  every  other  instance  the  volume  is  sent  by  express 
or  mail,  at- the  expense  of  the  purchaser,  and* upon  the  appearance  of 
the  present  volume  I  sent  a  circular  to  each  prominent  member  to 
this  effect,  excepting  those  who  had  already  subscribed  at  Nashville. 
The  discrepancy  between  the  notice  in  your  Journal  and  my  circu- 
lar has  already  led  to  embarrassment.  Will  you  oblige  me  by  setting 
the  matter  rightly  before  the  medical  public? 

Very  respectfully  yours,  &c., 

CASPAR  WISTER. 


[We  find  the  following  letter  in  the  Southern  Journal^  published 
by  Dr.  Currey,  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.] 

NEW  70RK  CORRESPONDENCR 

New  York,  JVb».  14M,  1867. 

Dear  Doctor — I  arrived  in  this  city  about  ten  days  ago,  after  an 
absence  of  ten  years;  such  changes  have  taken  place  that  everything 
almost  was  new  to  me.  However,  I  found  the  Medical  University 
and  all  the  old  Professors,  except  two,  Dickson  and  Pattison,  whose 
places  as  you  are  aware  are  filled  by  two  highly  accomplished  gentle- 
men, Drs.  Metcalfe  and  Yan  Buren.  The  facilities  for  acquiring  cor- 
rect information  has  been  greatly  increased  in  the  last  seven  or  eight 
years,  and  the  establishment  of  medical,  surgical,  and  obstetrical 
clinics  by  the  Professors,  after  the  Parisian  plan,  together  with  the 
increased  hospital  facilities,  have  rendered  New  York  superior  to  any 
place  in  the  United  States  for  obtaining  medical  and  surgical  knowl- 
edge. Soon  after  my  arrival  I  visited  many  places  of  interest,  a  brief 
account  of  which  I  will  give  you. 

First. — Eye  Infirmary,  where  still  remains  the  gentlemanly  and  ac- 
complished Dr.  DuBois,  who  has  been  for  many  years  its  principal 
physician,  ever  willing  and  always  ready  to  impart  knowledge  to  the 
student. 

Here  were  exhibited  many,  I  may  say,  almost  every  character  of 
disease  of  the  eye,  at  least  one  hundred  cases  being  presented  daily, 
among  which  may  always  be  seen  a  number  of  well-marked  cases  of 
the  principal  diseases  of  those  organs. 

Second. — The  New  York  Hospital,  where  among  the  many  interest- 
ing cases  in  medicine  and  surgery  were  several  of  inflammatory  and 
chronic  rheumatism.  These  cases  are  treated,  as  Dr.  Smith  informed 
us,  upon  the  alkaline  plan.    He  says  he  has  found  this  plan  to  sac- 
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ceed  better  than  any  other,  and  he  has  followed  it  for  the  last  three 
years.  It  is  the  plan  now  followed  by  all  the  professors  in  this 
hospital.    Rochelle  salts  is  the  medicine  administered. 

Third. — Bellevue  Hospital,  where,  through  the  politeness  of  Dr. 
Ja8.R.  Wood,  I  was  shown  many  interesting  cases  of  disease  and  wit- 
nessed many  interesting  operations. 

My  attention  was  next  directed  to  the  meeting  of  the  New  York 
Patholocfical  Society,  which  holds  its  meetings  on  the  second  and 
foarth  Wednesdays  of  every  mouth.  Here  from  the  many  interesting 
q}ecimens  I  select  three  for  notice. 

Dr.  Detmold  asked  the  suspension  of  the  rules  of  the  Society,  that 
he  might  present,  not  a  pathological  specimen,  but  an  individual  who 
possessed  the  strange  faculty  of  becoming  cataleptic  at  will.  His  re- 
quest was  granted,  when  he  introduced  a  boy  nineteen  years  old,  of 
common  size  and  health.  The  Doctor  said  he  did  not  know  anything 
as  to  the  history  of  the  boy  or  his  family,  but  that  if  the  boy's  mind 
was  taken  from  surrounding  objects,  he  would  pass  into  that  state  of 
catalepsy  in  which  the  muscles  are  fixed,  remaining  in  any  position  he 
might  be  placed.  Accordingly  he  was  led  to  a  dark  corner  of  the 
room,  with  his  face  looking  into  the  corner,  in  order  to  take  his  mind 
from  surrounding  objects,  and  in  about  two  minutes  he  was  removed 
from  the  corner  in  that  fixed  attitude  in  which  he  was  standing.  No 
movement  except  the  whole  body.  In  being  brought  from  the  corner 
be  moved  altogether,  like  a  stick  of  wood.  He  placed  his  arms  in 
several  positions,  and  they  would  remain  perfectly  inflexible  and  sta- 
tionary; the  month  was  opened  and  it  remained  so;  his  head  was 
palled  around,  and  in  every  position  in  which  his  limbs  or  head  were 
placed,  they  remained;  his  countenance  presented  a  singular  appear- 
aoce  of  unconsciousness.  After  remaining  in  this  state  three  or  four 
mifiotes,  he  seemed  to  awake  as  from  a  sleep. 

Next  was  a  specimen  presented  by  Dr.  James  R.  Wood,  of  strangu- 
lated inguinal  hernia.  A  very  small  portion  of  the  bowel  was  involved, 
forming  a  tumor  so  small  that  it  was  not  recognized  during  the  life  of 
the  patient. 

Dr.  Wood  stated  that  he  presented  it  on  account  of  its  history,  to- 
gether with  its  showing  how  small  a  portion  of  the  intestine,  when 
strangulated,  might  produce  death. 

He  stated  that  this  patient  was  treated  for  diarrhoea.  However, 
his  physician  towards  the  last  had  some  suspicions  of  hernia  from  the 
vomiting,  &c.,  which  the  patient  had:  the  bowels,  however,  were  loose 
all  the  time,  and  this  was  the  singular  feature  in  the  case.  Some  one 
asked  the  Society  how  many  cases  of  strangulated  hernia  they  ever 
saw  with  loose  bowels.  One  gentleman,  I  do  not  know  who,  replied  he- 
had  seen  only  one ;  none  of  the  others  spoke. 

Next  was  a  specimen  presented  by  Dr.  Wood,  of  a  portion  of  the 
fpinal  colnmn  of  a  lady  who  had  died  some  days  previous  in  Bellevue 
Hospital,  showing  an  oblique  fracture  of  the  body  of  the  fourth  dorsal 
Tertebra,  together  with  its  left  lateral  process  broken  off.  The  history 
of  the  case  was,  that  some  months  before,  while  the  lady  was  attending 
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to  her  domestic  duties,  she  fell  from  a  step-ladder,  a  distance  of  six 
feet,  at  the  same  time  alighting  on  her  feet,  producing  this  rare  injury. 
She  immediately  became  paraplegic,  was  removed  to  the  hospital,  and 
there  died  of  bed-sores  and  general  exhaustion.  This  is  a  rare  case 
indeed;  we  are  taught  that  fractures  of  the  body  of  the  vertebrae 
rarely  occur  under  any  circumstances. 

J.  G.  BROWN,  M.D., 

Cleveland^  Tenn, 

BOOK   N^OTICES. 


TRA.NSACTI0X8  OP  THE  Americax  Medical  ASSOCIATION.    Volume  X.    Collins, 
Printer,  Philadelphia.    8vo,  p.  676. 

This  volume,  containing  the  proceedings  at  the  late  meeting  in  Nashville, 
was  issued,  thanks  to  our  Philadelphia  committee,  rather  earlier  than  usual. 
It  contains  the  Presidential  addresses,  with  the  Minutes  of  last  meeting,  organ- 
ization, ethics,  list  of  officers,  permanent  members,  &c.,  and  also  thirteen  papers, 
essays,  and  reports,  as  follows,  viz  : 

Report  on  the  Medical  Topography  and  Epidemics  of  Ireland. 

Report  on  Infant  Mortality  in  Large  Cities:  the  Sources  of  its  Increase,  and 
Means  for  its  Diminution.  By  D.  Meredith  Reese,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  &c.,  of  New 
York. 

Report  on  the  Medico-Legal  Duties  of  Coroners.  By  Alexander  J.  Semmes, 
M.D. 

Report  upon  the  Topography  and  Epidemic  Diseases  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 
By  John  F.  Posey,  M.D.,  of  Savannah. 

Report  on  the  Use  of  Cinchona  in  Malarious  Diseases.    By  F.  Hinkle,  M.D. 

Report  on  the  Blending  and  Conversion  of  Types  in  Fever.  By  C.  G.  Pease, 
M.D.,  of  Janesville,  "Wis. 

Report  on  a  New  Principle  of  Diagnosis  in  Dislocations  of  the  Shoulder  Joint. 
By  L.  A.  Dugas,  M  D.,  of  Georgia. 

Report  on  the  Fauna  and  Medical  Topography  of  Washington  Territory.  By 
Geo.  Suckley,  M.D.,  U.S.A. 

Report  on  the  Medical  Flora  of  Washington  Territory.  By  J.  G.  Cooper,  M.D. 

Report  on  Deformities  after  Fractures.    By  Frank  Hastings  Hamilton,  M.D. 

Partial  Report  on  the  Nervous  System  in  Febrile  Diseases.  By  Henry  F. 
Campbell,  M.D.,  of  Georgia. 

Prize  Essays. — The  Excito-Secretory  System  of  Nerves,  its  Relations  to 

Physiology  and  Pathology.    By  Henry  F.  Campbell,  M.D.,  of  Georgia. 
Experimental  Researches  Relative  to  the  Nutritive  Value  and  Physiologi- 
cal Effects  of  Albumen.  Starch,  and  Gum,  when  singly  and  exclusively 
used  as  food.    By  William  A.  Hammond,  M.D.,  U.S.A. 

Intending  hereafter  to  speak  of  some  of  these  papers  as  we  think  they  merit, 
we  forbear  at  present  from  doing  more  than  to  commend  the  volume  and  its 
contents  as  eminently  worthy  of  the  patronage  of  the  profession.  Those  who  re- 
side in  this  region,  may  obtain  copies  by  applying  to  Dr.  E.  L.  Beadle,  No.  40 
Bleecker  Street,  New  York,  on  paying  three  dollars,  which  is  the  stated  price. 
Copies  of  the  forpoier  YolomcB  are  scarce,  and  early  application  is  advisable. 
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MiTiBu  Mbdica  and  Therapeutics,  Ac.  B7  Thomas  D.  Mitchell,  A.M.,  M.D., 
Professor  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  &c.  Philadelphia:  J.  B.  Lippin- 
cott&Go.    Ib57. 

This  is  a  new  edition,  revised  and  enlarged,  of  a  well-known  work,  of  the 
merits  of  which  we  took  occasion  to  speak  at  the  time  of  its  first  issue.  The 
improvements  are  numerous  and  valuable,  including  everything  new  and  use- 
ful in  this  department  to  the  latest  date.  Very  important  additions  have  been 
made  to  the  toxicological  portion  of  the  work.  We  cheerfully  commend  this 
rerised  edition  as  worthy  of  the  patronage  of  students,  practitioners,  and  teach- 
ers, being  adapted  to  use  either  as  a  text-book  or  a  book  of  reference,  for  which 
Utter  purpose  its  copious  index  affords  great  facilities. 

A  IhcnoNARY  OP  Medical  Science,  &c.    By  Robley  Dunglison,  M.D.,  LL.D., 
Ac   Philadelphia:  Blanchard  &  Lea.    1857. 

Tliis  truly  great  work  has  now  reached  its  fifteenth  edition,  having  been  re- 
Tised  and  very  considerably  enlarged,  now  making  a  royal  octavo  volume  of 
nearly  one  thousand  pages.  The  improvements  and  additions  include  some 
6000  novelties  in  the  way  of  newly-coined  words,  which  this  progressive  age  is 
ever  innovating  into  our  already  over-burdened  nomenclature.  The  immense 
amount  of  labor  and  toil  which  has  been  expended  upon  this  work  may  not  be 
apparent  on  a  superficial  examination,  nor  indeed  can  it  be  adequately  appre- 
ciated, except  by  those  who  have  become  practical  laborers  in  lexicography. 
This  lexicon  will  be  found  to  comprise  all  the  technicals  and  synonymes,  in 
whatever  language,  which  have  been  employed  by  writers  and  teachers  in  any 
of  the  departments  of  medicine,  and  in  all  the  collateral  sciences,  remotely  or 
proximately  allied  thereto.  Hence  its  high  reputation  and  unbounded  popu- 
larity, at  home  and  abroad,  and  which  has  led  a  learned  British  critic  to  afSrm, 
that  this  Dictionary  will  "  last  for  centuries."  We  congratulate  Professor 
BoDglison,  and  the  publishers,  on  the  permanent  success  they  have  achieved  in 
the  issue  of  this  fifteenth  edition. 

Gbneral  Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica;  adapted  for  a  Medical  Text-Book, 
with  Indices  of  Remedies,  and  of  Diseases  and  their  Remedies.  By  Robley 
Dunglison,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  &c.  With  193  illustrations.  Sixth  edition,  revised 
and  improved.    In  2  volumes.    Philadelphia:  Blanchard  &  Lea.    1857. 

It  is  only  necess&ry  to  announce  this  latest  revision  of  a  work  which  is  so 
well  known,  and  is  so  highly  estimated  by  the  profession,  as  a  text-book  in 
materia  medica  and  therapeutics.    We  have  always  regarded  it  as  a  model 
in  this  department,  and  on  examining  this  edition  we  find  very  manifest  im- 
provements, enhancing  its  value  and  usefulness.    The  practical  knowledge  it 
imparts  is  among  its  chief  attractions,  while  the  style  of  Professor  Dunglison 
renders  its  lessons  as  entertaining  as  instructive,  divesting  these  dry  subjects  of 
tlie  dullness  which  is  wont  to  characterize  many  of  the  books  in  this  depart- 
ment   We  are  not  surprised  that  a  sixth  edition  thus  early  attests  the  popu- 
luAtj  the  book  has  acquired. 
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MISCELLANEOUS    ITEMS. 

Dr.  Yanddly  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  is  about  issuing  a  new  .Medical 
Journal  from  that  city.  No  man  in  our  ranks  is  better  fitted  for  the 
office  of  a  Journalist,  and  his  education  and  experience  cannot  fail  of 
success.  We  shall  rejoice  at  the  appearance  of  this  new  journal,  and 
welcome  its  exchange. 

JDr.  Bruhly  of  Cincinnati^  reports  a  successful  case  of  yesico-vaginal 
fistula  by  cauterization,  the  patient  refusing  to  submit  to  .the  knife 
and  suture.  The  details  may  be  found  in  the  last  number  of  the 
Medical  Observer. 

Prof.  Buchanan^s  Introductory  Lecture  at  the  opening  of  the  Medi- 
cal Department  of  the  University  of  Nashville,  is  spoken  of  as  possess- 
ing unusual  merit,  both  as  a  professional  and  scholastic  performance. 
It  is  printed,  we  learn,  but  no  copy  has  yet  reached  our  table. 

Dr.  Parvin,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  reports  a  recent  trial  for  poison- 
ing, in  which  a  prisoner  was  convicted  on  the  testimony  of  scientific 
and  regular  physicians,  maugre  the  opposing  evidence  of  a  number  of 
quacks  belonging  to  different  schools,  all  of  whom  were  in  such  bliss- 
ful ignorance  on  the  subject  of  arsenic  and  its  tests,  that  they  failed 
to  influence  either  court  or  jury.  Homoeopaths  et  id  omne  genus 
should  never  trust  themselves  in  a  medicorlegal  examination. 

Dr.  B.  H.  Washington,  of  Hannibal,  Mo.,  has  furnished  to  the 
Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  two  essays  on  the  kindred 
subjects  of  "  Assimilation,  Consumption,  and  Scrofula,"  which  for 
sound  sense  and  practical  knowledge  merit  high  commendation.  The 
curative  effects  of  active  exercise  in  the  open  air  in  consumptive  cases 
are  demonstrated.  Dr.  W.  corroborates  the  doctrine  of  Dr.McCormac, 
of  Belfast,  by  insisting  upon  exercise,  since  this  must  be  taken  in  the 
open  air,  the  free  respiration  of  which  is  regarded  by  the  latter  both 
as  curative  and  preventive.  See  his  letter  in  this  number  of  the 
Gazette. 

The  Small  Pox  has  appeared  in  New  York  to  a  somewhat  unusual 
extent  this  winter,  but  thus  far  is  not  marked  by  even  the  ordinary 
degree  of  malignancy  or  fatality.  We  have  seen  nothing  to  diminish 
our  faith  in  vaccination,  which,  if  repeated  until  no  pustule  appears, 
affords  entire  impunity. 
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Dr,  Thomas  S,  Powell,  of  Sparta,  has  been  elected  Professor  of 
Obstetrics,  &c.,  in  the  Atlanta  Medical  College,  Geo.,  in  place  of  Dr. 
Boring,  who  has  resigned,  owing  to  bis  necessary  removal  from  the 
state.  Dr.  B.  was  an  able  and  popular  teacher,  for  whom  we  enter- 
tain profound  respect,  but  his  place  could  not  be  better  filled  than  by 
Dr.  Powell,  and  we  congratulate  him  on  the  preferment. 

The  Cholera  is  prevailing  in  Sweden  and  Germany  to  sufficient  ex- 
tent to  awaken  apprehensious  in  England,  where  the  Boards  of 
Health  are  preparing  for  its  approach  to  the  British  shores  in  the 
spring.    In  this  country  nothing  is  doing  in  the  way  of  prevention, 
although  Bremen  and  other  ships  are  quarantined  at  New  York  and 
elsewhere,  for  Cholera  breaking  out  on  the  passage,  one  of  the  vessels 
having  lost  over  sixty  passengers.    The  Philadelphia  Board  of  Health 
seem  to  employ  themselves  and  the  funds  of  the  city  in  feasting  and 
drinking,  by  frauds  and  forgeries,  for  which  all  parties,  doctors  includ- 
ed, are  now  in  the  courts.     Instead  of  the  Sanitary  Committees,  who 
ought  now  to  be  at  work  under  honest  medical  supervision  in  every 
city,  our  own  civil  authorities  are  doing  nothing,  but  depend  on  Quar- 
antine as  affording  all  needed  protection  from  Cholera! 


REDUCED  PRICES  FOR  ADVERTISING. 

On  the  last  page  of  the  cover  of  this  number  the  lowest  terms  of 
advertising  in  this  Journal  are  stated,  which  those  concerned  will  per- 
ceive are  below  any  former  prices;  so  that,  in  view  of  our  wide  and  in- 
creasing circulation,  advertisers  will  find  the  American  Medical  Ga- 
zdtt  the  cheapest  Journal  in  the  country  for  their  purposes,  as  it 
undoubtedly  is  in  other  respects,  furnishing  its  subscribers  with  68 
pages  monthly,  making  a  volume  of  816  pages  annually,  for  Two 
Dollars  in  advance;  which  is  50  per  cent,  below  the  price  to  sub- 
scribers required  by  nearly  all  our  contemporary  medical  journals  of 
the  same  size. 

Hence  we  cannot  afford  the  premium  offered  by  some  of  our  neigh- 
bors for  paying  subscribers,  as  does  the  Reporter,  of  Burlington,  N. 
J.;  and  this  by  charging  Three  Dollars  per  annum,  instead  of  Two 
Dollars,  for  the  sa^e  number  of  pages  as  ours. 
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CLEVELAND  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

HE  next  Annual  Coarse  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  WEDNESDAY  of  NOTEM- 
BEIR  next,  and  continue  sixteen  weeks. 

Jarxd  p.  EiRTLAin>,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  the  Prin- 
ciples and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Jacob  Delamater,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Materia 
Medica,  Therapeutics,  and  Medical  Jurispru- 
dence. 

GusTAV  C.  E.  Wbbkr,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the 
Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

John  A.  Knowltok,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 


JoHrr  Dklamater,  M.D  ,  Prof,  of  Midwifery  and 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

T.  Lang  Cassels,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and 
Botany. 

Proctor  Thater,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy  and 
Physiology. 

H.  K.  CusHiNO,  M.  D.,  Adjunct  Professor  of 
Midwifery  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Chil- 
dren. 


Provision  is  made  for  the  prosecution  of  Practical  Anatomy  on  the  most  liberal  terms. 

Surgical  and  Medical  Cliniques,  at  which  operations  are  performed  and  cases  prescribed  for 
and  lectured  upon  in  the  presence  of  the  class,  every  week. 

Fras— For  Lectures,  $60;  Matriculation,  $6;  Graduation,  $20.  Good  board  from  $2  to  $3  per 
week.    For  further  information  apply  to 

JOHN  DELLAMATER,  M.D., 

CaxKUXDf  Ohio,  May,  18(^7.  Mfemm  mf  ife«  WrnemU^* 
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ALBAWy  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

Tivo  fliil  Courses  o|^  I<e€tiires  are  delivered  annnally.  The  Fall  Course  com- 
mences on  the  fir^  Tuesday  in  September,  and  the  Spring  Ck>arse  on  the  third  Tuesday  in 
February.  Each  Course  continiiing-  sixteen  weeks,  llegrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of  each 
term. 


Aldbx  March,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 

jAjns  McNaughton,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

J  AXES  H.AFUfSBT,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy 

Thomas  Hun,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Institutes  of 
Medicine. 


Amos  Dsan,  Esq.,  Prof,  of  Med.  Jurisprudence. 

HovARD  TowNSEND,  M.  D.,  Prof.  of  Materia 
Medica. 

Charles  H.  PoRncB,-M.D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy. 

J.  V.  P.  QuACKKNBUSH,M.D.,Prof.  of  Obstetrics. 


Fees  for  a  single  course,  $60;  for  two  courses  paid  in  advance,  $100.  Matriculation  fee,  $5 
graduation  fee,  $20. 

Material  for  dissection  abundant,  ^  furnished  to  students  on  the  same  terms  as  in  New  York 
and  Philadelphia.  Hospital  Ticketh  j.  Opportunities  H)r  Clinical  instruction  are  believed  to 
be  equal  to  those  afforded  by  any  College  in  the  country.    Price  of  Board  from  $2,50  to  $3,50  per 

JOHN  V.  P.  QUACKJENBUSH,  Registrar. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  NASHVILLE. 

Medical  JDepartment. — Session  1857-58* — ^The  Seventh  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  in 
this  Institution  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  2d  of  November  next,  and  continue  till 
the  Hrst  of  the  ensuing  March. 


Thomas  R.  Jennixgs,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ana- 
tomy. 

J.  BotRiKr  LaweLxr,  M.  D.,  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

C.  K.  WnrSTON,  M.  D.,  Materia  Medica  and 
Medical  Jurisprudence. 

A.  H .  Buchanan,  M.  D.,  Surgical  Anatomy 
and  Physiology. 


John  M.  Watson,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics  and  tht 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Paul  F.  Evb,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Prin.  and  Prac.  of 
Surgery. 

W.  K.  Bowling,  M.  D.,  Institutes  and  Practict 
of  Medicine. 

WiLLLAM  T.  Brigos,  M.  D.,  Adjunct  Professor 
and  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 


The  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  opened  for  students  on  the  first  Monday  of  October,  (the  5th.) 

A  Prdiminary  Course  of  Lectures,  free  to  all  Students,  will  be  given  by  the  Professors,  com- 
mencing also  on  the  first  Monday  of  October. 

Tht  >anessee  State  Hospital,  under  the  direction  of  the  Faculty,  is  open  to  the  Class  free  of 
cbargf>. 

A  Cllnique  has  been  established,  in  connection  with  the  University,  at  which  operations  art 
performed  and  cases  prescribed  for  and  lectured  upon  in  the  presence  of  the  class. 

Amount  of  Fees  for  Lectures  is  $105;  Matriculation  Fee,  (paid  once  only,)  $5;  Practical  Ana- 
tomy, $10;  Graduation  fee,  $25. 

Good  boarding  can  be  procured  for  $3  to  $4  per  week.  For  further  information  or  Gatalc^ue, 
apply  to 

PAUL.  F.  EVE,  M.  D., 

Kashvillk,  Tenn.,  July  16, 1857.  M9ean  of  ihe  Ftumtit/* 


CASTLETON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

There  are  two  full  Courses  of  Lectures' annually  in  Castleton  Medical  College.  The  SPRINQ 
SESSION  commencing  on  the  last  Thursday  in  February;  the  AUTUMNAL  SESSION  on 
the  first  Thursday  in  August.  E2ach  Course  will  continue  four  months.  Deg^es  are  conferred 
at  the  close  of  each  term. 


CORTDON  La  Ford,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy 
aud  Physiology. 

George  Haduet,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry 
and  Natural  History. 

Adrian  T.  Woodwabd,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Ob- 
stetrics. 

. — For  Lectures,  $50;  for  those  who  have  attended  two  Courses  at  other  Colleges,  $10; 
Vatrieulation,  $5;  Oradnation,  $16;  Board  from  $2.00  to  $2.50  per  week. 

A.  T.  WOODWARD,  M.  D.,  Registrar. 

,  Yt.,  .Tiom,  1860,  • 


Wm.  p.  Sitmoub,  M:D.,Prof.  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Therapeutics. 

William  Swxrsbb,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Theory  and 
Ptaetioe  of  Medicine. 

E.  R.  Sanborn,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery. 

Wm.  C.  KrrTRiDOK,  A.  M.,  Prof,  of  Med.  Jurisp. 
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Surge's  Apparatus  for  Fractured  Thigh 

regpectfullj  Bnbmitted  to  the  eiamiaatioD  and  ciiticism  of  the  proressioD.  It  is  a 
ta  Inyention,  whii^h  has  elicited  very  favorable  comment,  aa  far  aa  it  is  known.  It 
as  been  tboroDgh];  teelfd  in  actual  practice,  and  haa  prodaced  tbe  moat  gratifjinic 
!sults.  It  ia  remarkably  aimpJeiQ  ila  conatnictioD,  easily  applied,  comfortable  to  tbe 
itient,  adapted  to  fracture  of  either  limb  and  to  patients  of  any  size.  It  is  free  from 
;l  the  objections  to  trhlcii  the  ordinary  straight  splint  is  liable,  and  posseeaea  otbsr 
Bw  features  of  great  practical  utility.    Byjl"'--    " ' 


I  of  the  i 


It  all  ic 


to  which  it  U 


I  of  tbe  most  frequent  soarcea  of'  annoyance  ai 
)d.    No  part  of  the  body  ia  cinflned  except  the  injured  limb  and  that 
omedialelT  articnlattd.  viz..  the  pelris;  thus  tha  chast  is  left  entirely 

a  mneh  freedom  of  moljon  granted  to  the  whole  upper  part  of  the 

body,  which  lends  Rrsally  to  tbe  comfort  and  health  of  the  paHent. 
Tlie  pelvia  ia  so  aecnred  as  not  to  be  liable  to  lateral  motioh  or  to  aink  in  the  bed. 
ProTialon  ia  also  made  for  facility  of  defecation,  thus  easoring  tbe  greatest  posaible 
cleanlineiis,  and  preventing  the  neceasity  of  diaturbing  the  patient  whan  hia  bowels  are 
moyed.  Until  the  latot  Hay,  ITOii,  numbers  of  tbe  profession  may  obtain  this  appa- 
ratus complete  in  all  its  part'i  and  nicely  packed,  by  sending  thirty  dollars  by  mail  or 
eipress  to  the  addreaa  of  J.  H.  Hobart  Surge,  M.D.,  or  William  J.  Borge,  M.D.,  BO  Conrt 
Street,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  espensa  of  Iran aporlal ion  to  be  defrayed  by  the  purehater. 


After  t 


'.  above  mentioned  date  n< 


le  furnisbed  le 


birty! 


New  York  Jonrnal  of  Medicine,  May,  IS5T,  or  addres 


re  dollan 
Tol,  X.  sod 


NEW  YORK  OPHTHALMIC  SCHOOL. 

The  anbacriber  will  give  hia  Sixth  Conrae  of  Lectures  on  OPERATIVE  OPHTHAL- 
MIC SURGERY  during  the  months  of  January  and  February,  at  the  New  Totk  Oph- 
thalmic Hosplul,  No.  6  Stiiyiesant  Street. 

CIIdIcaI  Instruction  will  also  be  given  three  times  a  week,  by  Dra,  StepbensoD  and 
Garriah,  tbe  AtleDding  Surgeons  of  the  Institution,  The  avails  of  the  same  given  to  the 
Hospital. 

For  further  particnlara  Inquire  of  the  undersigned,  at  his  olBoe,  S83  Broome  Street,  or 
194  Fifth  Avenue,  corner  I6th  Street. 


Drcbkbcr  21> 


,  1R5T. 


MARK  STEPHENSON,  M.D. 


STB-nF  OF  8-DTB&-FBOaFBATB  OF  IRON. 

This  elegant  preparation  contains  five  grains  of  the  salt  to  each  fluid  drachm  of  the 
ayrup.    It  bas  a  pleasant  acidiilaua  Savor,  is  free  from  temiginons  taate,  and  does  not 
blacken  the  stools  or  sBect  the  teeth. 
Prepsied  and  for  sale  in  I  n.  bottles,  or  at  retail,  by 

ALEXANSEB  OUBBMAIT, 

FnotluJ  Cbemlat  and  A  pothscary, 
041  BiDadwart  Mtmet  Md  Btnct. 
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BELLETUE  HOSPITAL. 


THB  PRIZKS  OFFKRBD  BY  DR.  JAMBS  R.  IVOOD, 

to  the  MATRICULATED  STUDENTS  for  the  Terms  1856-7  and  1857-8,  in 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  23d  Street,  University  College, 
14th  Street,  and  the  New  York  Medical  College,  13th  Street,  for  the  best 

AZrATOlMaCAlj  or  SVHOZCAIj  PSLBPAlLATZOir, 

to  be  placed  in  the  MUSEUM  OF  BELLBVUE  HOSPITAL,  will  be  awarded 
by  the  Professors  of  Surgery  and  Anatomy,  in  the  above  Colleges,  on  MON- 
DAY, MARCH  Ist,  1858. 

TIMOTHY  DALY, 

Nzw  York,  October  15, 1857.  IVaTden  Bellevne  Hospital. 

BELIiEFtJE  HOiSPITAIi. 

GRADUATES  AND  STUDENTS  OF  MEDICINE 

are  informed  that  the 

CLZirZCAlj    DZPLOKA 

of  Belletue  Hospital  is  now  ready,  and  all  entitled  to  it  are  requested  to  call 
on  the  Warden  of  the  Hospital  and  procure  it. 

TIMOTHY  DALY, 

Nsw  York,  Oddber  15, 1857.  IVarden  Bellevue  Hogpltal. 

SURGICAI.  INSTRUMENTS. 

H.  HERWSTEIW, 

MAmTFACTURBR  OF  AND  DEALER  IN  ' 

SURGICAL  AND  DENTAL  INSTRUMENTS, 

NO.    393   BKOADWAY, 

Between  White  and  Walker  Streets,  NEW    YORK. 

Respectfully  invites  the  attention -of  Surgeons,  Physicians  and  Dentists,  to  his 
extensive  stock  of  Surgical,  Dental  and  other  instruments,  at  his  store,  No.  393 
Broadway,  New  York,  which  is  constantly  being  replenished  andadded  to  from 
his  Steam  Factory,  No.  81  Duane  Street,  in  this  city. 

Having  long  enjoyed  the  patronage  of  many  of  the  Surgeons  in  the  principal 
cities  of  Europe  and  the  United  States,  who  bear  testimony  to  the  quality  of  his 
Instruments,  and  the  style  of  their  finish;  and  having  supplied  many  of  the  emi- 
nent members  of  the  Faculty,  as  well  as  of  the  public  Hospitals  and  other  In- 
stitutions in  the  city  of  New  York  and  elsewhere;  he  also  refers  to  the  award 
by  the  Managers  of  the  late  Fair  of  the  American  Institute  of  their  Gold  Me- 
dal, which  was  voted  to  H.  Hernstein  by  the  Premium  Committee  on  the  Re- 
port of  the  three  Judges,  viz  :  Drs.  Reese,  Carnocharij  and  Gilman,  who  cer- 
tified to  the  superior  quality  of  the  Instruments  exhibited  by  him  at  the  recent 
Fair  of  the  Institute,  at  the  Crystal  Palace. 

Physicians  and  Medical  Students  are  particularly  invited  to  inspect  his  In- 
stmments,  and  judge  of  their  superiority  by  comparison  or  otherwise. 

All  orders  promptly  attended  to  and  the  article  warranted  at  moderate  prices. 
In  this  respect  he  shrinks  from  no  comparison,  when  the  quality  and  finish  of 
hit  Instruments  are  appreciated. 

^ar*  Medicine  Chests  for  Families,  Ships,  or  Plantations,  always  on  hand.,  of 
toperior  quality  and  of  every  size  desired. 
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TO    THE    niEDieAIi    PROFESSIOIV 

'^  Femiginous  Preparations." 


Would  call  the  attention  of  Physicians  and  Druggists  to  their  large  assortment 
of  Ferruginous  Preparations,  protected  by  a  covering  of  sugar,  so  as  to  warrant 
their  keeping  for  any  length  of  time.  These  Sugar  Coated  Pills  or  Drag^es,  pre- 
pared by  Messrs.  Gamier,  Lamouroux  &  Cie.,  of  Paris,  are  warranted  to  contain 
the  exact  proportions^  and  prepared  from  the  very  purest  articles;  the  follow- 
ing are  a  few  of  those  we  can  furnish  in  any  quantites  at  the  lowest  wholesale 
price,  viz:  Iodide  Lactate,  Hydrogen  reduced^  Manganese  and  Iron,  ValleVs 
Citrate  and  Tartrate  of  Iron,  also  Qyinine  Pills.  1  gr.  each;  all  the  combina- 
tions of  Kxtract  of  Copaiba,  Cubebs  and  Iron,  Assafatida  Pills;  all  the  alka- 
loids in  granules  of  one  fiftieth  (1-50)  of  a  grain,  Opium  Pills,  1  gr.  each;  and 
other  IT.  S.  Pharm.  Pills. 

PHYSICIANS^  PRESCRIPTIONS 

will  be  put  up  with  the  above  Drag^es  or  Sugar  Coated  Pills  only  when  pre- 
scribed; thus  for  abreviation  S.  C.  at  the  end  of  the  pill  prescribed,  or  the  full 
word  Drag^es  of  Iodide  Iron,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.  We  have  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Faculty  correct  lists,  with  proportion  of  active  ingredients  in  each  Dragee  or 
Pill.  By  Addressing, 

DELLUC  &  C0«,  Dispensing  Apothecaries, 

635  BB.OADWA7,  and 

250  Fonrth  Avenne. 

P.  S.    Messrs.  H.  C.  Blair  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  will  take  pleasure  in  show- 
ing the  specimens  to  the  physicians  of  that  city. 


C.  B.  GUTHRIE,  M.  D., 

PHARMACEUTIST, 

809  BB.OADWA7, 

{SUCCESSOR  TO  WILLIAM  J.   OLLIFFE.) 

HAVING  purchased  this  store  solely  with  the  view  to  continue  the  huxinesfi  of  a  PHARMA- 
CEUTIST, I  shall  keep  it  supplied  with  the  BEST  of  CHEMICALS  and  MEDICINES,  and  such 

other  articles  as  are  usually  found  in  Gty  Drug  Stores. 

All  the  new  preparations  in  Pharmacy  will  he  found  here  as  soon  as  sufficiently  tested  to  es- 
tabliHh  their  value.    Family  medicine  chests,  cases,  &c.,  &o.,  carefully  put  up. 

CongreM,  Blue  Lick,  and  other  medicinal  waters. 

Trusses,  Bandages,  Syringes,  Clyso  Pomps,  Jlic.,  &c. 

Toilet  and  Fancjr  Goods  in  great  variety. 

4^  My  friends  and  patrons  will  End  Mr.  LEAMT  and  Mr.  STEELE  attentive  to  their  wishes, 
prompt  and  careful  in  all  their  duties,  both  of  them  being  thoroughly  competent  Parmaceutists. 

July  1, 1857. 
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MAGNETO-ELECTRIC  MACHINES, 

FOB.  MOBDZCAK  PITRFOSBS. 

DR.  KINNE  has  ftrrived  at  the  only  proper  mode  of  constructing  these  valuable  Machines  for 
Medical  use,  to  obtain  a  certain  and  desirable  effect,  (Tonic  and  Anodyne,)  as  well  as  the 
proper  manner,  in  detail,  of  applying  them  to  the  cure  of  disease,  to  obtain  the  desired  result 
from  a  daily  use  in  a  large  SpsaAL  Pkaoiiox  of  thirteen  years,  in  all  forms  of  Scrofulous  Diseases, 
Bhenmatic  and  Nervous  Complaints. 

These  MACHunis  are  now  offered  to  the  Profession  and  the  public  needing  them,  with  his  Book 
of  full  directions  for  their  application  in  detail,  in  all  cases,  in  which  they  have  been  found  bet- 
ter than  any  other  means,  as  a  Principal  Remedy,  or  an  assistant  to  other  Remedies  in  treatment 
of  the  various  diseases  in  which  they  have  been  applied.  These  Machines,  with  a  Book  of  Di- 
xeetions,  will  be  sold,  warranted  perfect,  for  $10.  The  Book  alone  for  25  cents — may  be  ordered 
by  poet,  and  paid  for  with  stamps. 

ik.  KiNNX  keeps  on  hand  the  Crank  Machine,  ready  for  delivery,  by  the  single  machine  or  a 
quantity,  and  vill  make  to  order  as  follows:  For  Medical  and  Surgical  purposes,  a  large,  effective 
Spring  Machine,  with  a  direct  current,  or  to  change  for  a  to-and-fro  current;  price,  $25.  Also, 
a  good,  effective  machine,  that  may  be  operated  by  a  weight  or  crank  at  pleasure;  price,  $15. 
Amo,  Magneto-Electric  Machine  for  $8;  a  Galvanic  Chair  or  belt  for  $5,  made  to  order. 

N.  B. — ^It  is  proper  to  state,  in  this  connection,  that  Dr.  Kinne's  Machine  is  the  only  one 
arranged  and  constructed,  from  a  full  knowledge,  (from  long  experience  in  practice.)  of  what  is 
essential  in  the  Machine  to  its  success  in  use;  and  his  Book  of  Directions  is  the  only  one  ever 
published  by  a  Phy.sician  of  matured  experience  in  that  particular  department;  and  it  is  by  this 
aid  of  the  Book  that  makes  the  Machine  availably  useful  to  Physician  or  common  citizen. 

Dr.  KiNBTK  would  here  state,  that  he  continues  his  business  in  his  depai'tment  of  Special  Prac- 
tice in  the  treatment  of  all  the  Detoemities  of  the  Person  and  Limbs. 

All  forms  of  Scrofulous  Diseases,  Nervous  and  Rheumatic  Complaints — will  cure  Hernia  in  all 
recent  and  curable  cases;  will  introduce  Artificial  Palates  to  restore  the  Voice,  in  cases  of  Cleft 
^late.    Contracted  Muscles  treated,  and  stiff,  but  not  anchylosed  Joints,  rendered  useful. 

WiU  apply  Medical  Magnetism  for  those  that  need  it — for  Physicians  and  their  patients,  at  hiB 
office,  or  at  their  residence. 

Office^  No.  16  Bond  Street,  New  York. 

MICROSCOPICAL  EXAMINATION 

of  BKorbid  Tissues  and  Secretions. 

THE  undersigned  offers  his  services  to  those  members  of  the  medical  profession  whose  occu- 
pation deprives  them  of  the  leisure  required  for  the  purpose,  in  making  such  microscopical 

and  chemical  examinations  of  diseased  SECRETIONS,  TUMORS,  etc.,  as  are  often  required  for 

the  proper  recognition  and  treatment  of  diseases. 

Fee  from  $5  to  $25,  including  a  minute  of  chemical  analysis  and  drawing  of  microscopical 
appearances — the  patient  being  expected  to  pay  the  fee. 

Instruction  given  in  the  application  of  the  microscope  to  practical  medicine  and  surgery. 

J.  W.  S.  GOUL.EY5  M.D.5 

lata  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  Vermont  Medical  College;  Lecturer  on  Microscopical  Anatomy. 
August,  1857.  No.  73  East  14th  Street,  New  York. 

NO  T  I  C  E. 


The  Bubficriber  having  removed  from  399  Broadway,  corner  of  Walker  Street, 
•11  orders,  in  future,  for  his  Preparations,  are  to  be  addressed  to 

THOMAS  T.  GREEN, 

Apothecary, 
862  Broadway,  comer  of  14th  Street, 

UNION  FLACE  HOTEL. 
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OFFICES    OF 

Palmer's  Patent  Leg  and  Mechanical  Surgery, 

No.  378  Broadway,  N.  Y., 
37C  Chesnnt  St.,  Phila.,  A 19  Chreen  St.,  Boston. 


A    CARD. 

AT  the  argent  request  of  the  principal  sargeons,  physicians,  and  oar 
_  numerous  patrons  in  Boston,  and  various  parts  of  the  country,  we  have 

reluctantly  been  iuduced  to  relinquish  the  manufacture  of  Artificial  Legs  at  Springfield, 
Mass.,  and  to  open  an  oflBce  and  manufactory  at  19  Green  Street,  Boston,  Mass.  We 
have  now  three  institutions,  to  wit :— at  New  York,  Boston,  and  Philadelphia,  ex- 
clusively devoted  to  this  branch  of  Surgical  art;  where  we  can  favor  City,  Hospital, 
and  Country  ratients,  of  every  class  and  condition,  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  with  the 
most  pleasing  success,  with  artificial  limbs  that  are  perfectly  natural  in  their  appea^ 
ance,  easy  and  eminently  serviceable  in  their  operations;  that  disguise  most  perfectly 
the  natural  loss,  and  are  truly  economical.  Mr.  Palmer's  Artificial  Leg  is  without  an 
important  rival,  either  in  Europe  or  America,  and  is  worn  by  nearly  three  thousand 
persons  with  astonishing  success,  upward  of  five  hundred  of  whom  are  ladies;  and  we 
have  thirty  individuals  each  walking  upon  two  Artificial  Legs, 

In  the  prosecution  of  our  enterprise  we  have  associated  with  us  an  experienced  phy- 
sician and  surgeon,  who  considers  well  and  discreetly  the  anatomical  features,  the 
physiological  and  pathological  condition  of  the  mutilated  member  so  attentively,  that 
both  surgeons  and  their  patients  may  repose  the  utmost  confidence  in  our  ability  and 
care  to  treat  successfully  and  satisfactorily  the  worst  forms  and  conditions  of  mutilated 
Umbs. 

We  have  thus  far  been  able  to  keep  pace  with  every  improvement  and  humanitary 
eflfort  of  the  operating  surgeon  to  save  every  portion  of  limb  that  is  possible,  in  con- 
structing the  most  useful  and  beautiful  appliance  for  the  parts  made  by  Chopart's  oper- 
ation at  the  Foot;  by  Symes'  operation  at  the  Ankle  and  Knee  Jointss;  and  for  every 
•  portion  of  limb,  of  the  Leg,  or  Thigh. 

In  this  respect,  as  well  as  in  the  peculiar  and  beautiful  mechanism  of  this  limb,  our 
mutilated  patients  are  most  signally  tavored  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  superior  benefits 
which  science  and  art  afford,  and  which  have  not,  hitherto,  been  associated  in  the 
practice  of  this  branch  of  Surgery.  Until  recently,  and  in  connection  with  this  inven- 
tion, the  patient,  after  submitting  to  a  most  painful  and  humiliating  mutilation,  has 
been  committed  to  the  care  and  operations  of  some  common  artisan— who,  being  en- 
tirely ignorant  of  the  anatomy  and  pathology  of  the  amputated  limb— as  also  of  the 
demands  of  nature,  and  alike  regardless  of  the  wounded  spirit  of  his  patron,  has  pro- 
ceeded to  add  misfortune  to  misfortune,  and  heap  humiliation  upon  humiliation ! 

The  science  and  art  which  have  distinguished  our  operations,  and  given  them  a  tri- 
umphant and  happy  success,  we  are  pleased  to  know,  have  been  generously  appreciated 
and  accredited  by  the  most  prominent  surgeons  in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  our 
numerous  patrons,  and  the  intelligent  community  in  general.  In  Erichsen's  new  and 
popular  work  on  Operative  Surgery  (London),  this  limb  has  been  honorably  noticed  as 
follows,  to  wit : — '•  The  most  perfect  of  all  the  Artificial  Legs  we  now  possess,  is  the 
one  invented  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer.  This  invention  received  the  Prize  Medal  at  the 
World's  Exhibition  of  1861.  It  merits  the  entire  confidence  of  the  Surgeon."  In 
Velpeau's  distinguished  work  on  Surgery,  with  notes  and  observations  by  Valentine 
MoTT,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery,  and  additions  by  George  C  Blackman,  M.D.,  Prof,  of 
Surgery,  is  the  following  extract,  to  wit :— "  The  Artificial  Leg  of  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer  has 
won  the  admiration  of  the  most  prominent  surgeons  in  Great  Britain,  France,  and  this 
country.  This  certainly  is  one  of  the  greatest  triumphs  of  American  ingenuity." 
These  limbs  are  very  durable,  yet  light,  the  average  weight  being  four  pounds.  They 
are  applied  to  the  tenderest  and  shortest  stumps  with  entire  success.  The  leg  is  finely 
ventilated.  In  this  country,  it  has  been  exhibited  thirty-five  times,  and  in  every  in- 
stance received  the  award  of  the  highest  or  first  premium.  The  patient  is  enabled  to 
walk  immediately  upon  its  application,  with  remarkable  ease,  comfort,  and  naturalness. 

Pamphlets,  contaming  valuable  information  and  numerous  authorized  references, 
will  be  sent  gratis  to  all  who  apply  to  Palkbb  &  Co. 
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ORIGINAL   DEPARTMENT. 

fioonded  on  the  observation  of  Medical  and  Surgical  Castes, 
'^,  with  Qlnstrations. 

Bj  Jomr  O'BiOLLT,  M.D.,  Licentiate  and  Fellow  Royal  College  of  Sargeons, 
Ireland;  Resident  Fellow  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

Circnmstaiices  antecedent  as  well  as  subsequent  to  my  becoming  a 
resident  of  this  city,  have  so  combined  as  to  place  me  in  an  ample 
field  tor  the  contemplation  of  every  species  of  disease.  The  test  of 
MEpertence  must  guide  the  medical  practitioner;  plausible  as  well  as 
false  theories  give  way  to  its  dictation.  I  do  not  presume  to  advance 
anjthing  in  the  shape  of  originality,  but  simply  to  state  the  results 
of  Biy  own  practice. 

POLYPUS  OF  THE  UTERUS. 

This  is  at  once  a  formidable  and  alarming  disease,  yet  its  suscepti- 
bility of  being  extirpated  is  a  matter  of  no  great  difficulty.  An  ex- 
amination, per  vaginam,  is  imperatively  demanded,  whenever  a  female 
complains  of  constant  floodings,  as  the  annexed  case  will  demonstrate. 

Mrs.  H ,  aged  39,  the  mother  of  seven  children,  states  that 

about  nine  months  ago  she  was  confined,  that  the  doctor  in  attend- 
ance had  some  difficulty  about  the  removal  of  the  placenta,  and  was 
neeettitated  to  call  on  another  physician  to  assist  him;  that  since  her 
delirery  she  never  was  a  day  well ;  that  she  was  subject  to  constant 
floodiogs;  that  she  took  large  quantities  of  medicine  from  eight  differ- 
ent doctors,  but  without  any  amelioration  of  her  symptoms,  with  the 
fieeption  that,  at  first,  the  blood  came  away  in  clots,  whilst  latterly 
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it  was  more  a  coutinnal  oozing.  She  now  presents  a  very  unwieldy 
appearance.  She  is  enormonsly  large,  her  face,  body  and  extremities 
being  exceedingly  swollen ;  her  coantenance  is  quite  anamic;  she  has 
great  pain  in  the  head;  she  is  harassed  with  palpitation  of  the  heart, 
as  well  as  difficulty  of  breathing;  her  pulse  is  quick  and  feeble,  and 
she  is  apprehensive  of  fainting.  I  now  proposed  an  examination, 
which  proposition  she  earnestly  protested  against,  exclaiming,  the 
other  doctors  did  not  insist  oq  such  a  proceeding,  and  that  they  told 
her  the  discharge  arose  from  debility.  However,  I  determinedly 
resolved  I  should  examine  the  case  for  myself,  or  have  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  her.  Her  husband  having  joined  me  in  my  remon- 
strances, she  ultimately  assented.  I  now  found  a  large  tumor  occu- 
pying the  vagina.  I  experienced  some  difficulty  in  endeavoring  to 
reach  the  os  uteri;  however  I  ascertained  that  the  stock  of  the  tumor 
was  about  the  thickness  of  my  little  finger,  and  that  it  was  completely 
encircled  by  the  lips  of  the  os.  Having  explained  the  nature  of  the 
affection  and  the  course  to  be  pursued,  I  requested  a  consultation, 
and  had  the  advantage  of  the  advice  and  encouragement  of  Professor 
Mott,  who  is  indomitable  in  his  resolution  where  the  life  of  a  fellow- 
being  is  to  be  saved,  and  who,  of  course,  urged  an  immediate  opera- 
tion, as  being  the  only  alternative  to  meet  the  exigency  of  the  case. 

On  the  28th  of  August,  in  presence  of  Professor  Mott,  and  assisted 
by  Drs.  Sheridan,  O'Meagher,  and  Poyntz,  having  put  the  patient 
under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  and  placed  her  in  the  position  as  for 
lithotomy,  and  having  introduced  two  dilators  iuto  the  vagina,  which, 
by  separating,  brought  the  tumor  into  sight,  I  now  passed  up  a  long 
vulsellum  forceps,  and  seizing  it  on  both  sides  pulled  it  down,  and 
having  exposed  the  polypus  surrounded  by  the  os,  I  tied  it  with  a  strong 
round  ligature,  and  then  cut  off  the  abnormal  growth  at  some  dis- 
tance from  the  ligature.  The  ligature  dropped  off  on  the  fourth,  and 
there  was  no  great  change  in  the  condition  of  the  patient  up  to  the 
ninth  day,  when  a  most  rapid  diarrhoea  (*)  set  in,  giving  vent  to  large 
quantities  of  scrum,  which  flowed  involuntarily.  Fearful  prostration 
was  the  consequence;  the  patient  appeared  to  be  moribund.  I  now 
prescribed  large  anodine  draughts,  tannic  acid,  milk  punch  ad  libi' 
tuMf  with  strong  beef  tea.  The  diarrhoea,  after  some  days,  was  ar- 
rested, when  the  kidneys  commenced  discharging  their  functions  most 
vigorously,  and  large  collections  of  urine  were  constantly  evacuated 
from  the  bladder.  The  patient's  aspect  was  now  conspicuously  alter- 
ed; from  being,  as  might  be  imagined,  prodigiously  fat,. she  was  rer 
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doced  to  genteel  dimeusions.  Nutritious  regimen  was  assidoonslj 
npplied,  milk  punch  freely  imbibed,  the  lady  some  days  took  as  much 
IS  a  pint  and  a  half  of  brandy  in  the  course  of  twenty-four  hours. 
The  patient  now  slowly  and  progressively  recovered,  with  the  aid  of 
fintritioDS  regimen,  porter,  iron  and  quinine.  The  tumor,  on  being 
remoTed,  weighed  five  onnces  and  a  half,  and  was  of  the  fibrous  kind. 
The  efforts  of  nature  to  nnload  the  system  of  the  serous  effusion,  by 
its  exhalation  from  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bowels,  and  subse- 
qoently  by  the  kidneys,  are  interesting.  It  might  be  natuftilly  said  I 
had  DO  authority  to  interfere  with  the  salutary  operation  of  nature  in 
restraining  the  alvine  defluxion;  I  have  merely  to  affirm  that  I  be- 
lie?e,  had  I  not  checked  her  energy,  the  patient  would  have  yielded 
her  life  to  her  impetuosity.  It  will  be  noticed  I  performed  the  oper- 
ation in  the  way  advised  by  Mr.  I.  Baker  Brown.  (•)  It  would  be 
soperflnous  to  point  out  the  advantages  of  this  mode  of  operation, 
where  large  tumors  are  concerned,  as  they  are  self-apparent.  I  have 
renoTed  small  polypi  in  two  cases  by  torsion  with  success,  aud  with- 
oat  any  untoward  event. 

HEPATIZATION  OF  THE  LUNG. 

A  great  many  cases  of  pneumonia  present  themselves;  in  some  the 

long  will  be  detected  either  totally  or  partially  hepatized;  in  others 

where  pomlent  infiltration  or  abscess  has  formed.    In  the  former  gen- 

eriDj  a  favorable  prognosis  may  be  given,  whilst  in  the  latter  a  fatal 

termination  may  almost  invariably  be  predicted.    Now,  the  course  of 

treatment  I  am  in  the  habit  of  adopting,  when  I  discover  the  lung 

aolidified,  is  the  application  of  a  large  blister  over  the  part,  dressing 

the  blistered  surface  with  dilute  mercurial  ointment,  and  exhibiting 

calomel  and  opium  in  moderate  doses  internally,  at  the  same  time  that 

restoratives  and  stimulants,  in  the  form  of  brandy  punch  and  beef  tea, 

are  administered.    As  soon  as  the  gums  have  fully  shown  that  the 

coQStitation  has  responded  to  the  action  of  the  mercury,  the  medicine 

is  discontinued,  but  at  the  same  time  the  patient's  strength  is  propped 

op  by  oatritioas  regimen;  when  the  mouth  is  well,  iodide  of  potassium 

is  directed  to  be  taken.      The  theory  on  which  this  treatment  is 

gromided  will  be  perceived,  on  recollecting  what  happens  when 

tlie  long  is  solidified.    The  parenchyma  of  the  lung  is  loaded  with 

lymph  poared  into  its  structure;  the  air  cells  are  obliterated,  res* 

piimtioD  is  consequently  interfered  with;  the  blood  cannot  be  serified, 

ftoioiftl  heat  canoot  be  generated;  the  carbon  accnmnlates  in  the 

Uood|  which  exercises  a  baneful  influence  on  the  brain  as  well  as  on 
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the  action  of  the  heart.    Now,  the  physiological  effect  of  the  ipercdrj  , 
is  to  promote  the  action  of  the  absorbents,  and  thus  remove  the  for* 
eign  body;  I  alinde  to  the  lymph  which  constitutes  the  barrier  of 
obstruction  to  the  entrance  of  air  into  the  lung,  and  in  addition  to 
arrest  a  farther  deposition  of  this  product,  thus  restoring  the  long 
to  its  normal  state.    The  therapeutic  agency  of  the  mercury  is  still 
further  augmented  by  the  iodide  of  potassium,  in  promoting  the  pro- 
cess of  absorption.    The  utility  of  giving  stimulants  and  restoratives  . 
is  to  stimulate  the  brain,  which  is  in  a  state  of  torpor,  as  well  as  the  , 
heart,  which  suflTers  from  the  want  of  its  usual  stimuUinty  the  blood 
being  more  venous  than  arterial. 

I  feel  constrained  to  enter  thus  fully  into  my  views  0|i  this  loiport-^ 
ant  subject,  inasmuch  as  some  very  high  as  well  as  learned  i^nthoritiea 
state  that  neither  bleeding,  tartar  emetic,  or  mercury  is  required,  ia 
the  treatment  of  pneumonia;  that  the  disease,  if  left  to  itself^  will  get 
well;  that  when  a  patient  is  laboring  under  a  hepatiz^d  lung,.i^ll  bo  . 
wants  is  an  abundance  of  wine  and  nourishment;  thdt  in  the  event  of  ^ 
a  portion  of  the  lung  remaining  hepatized  it  is  a  matter  of  Hndiffecencc; 
that  the  subject  of  it  will  go  on  very  well  with  this  impediment    I 
confess  I  have  no  faith  in  the  doctrine  thus  propounded.    That  some 
persons  may  get  well  I  acknowledge;  but  I  emphatically  declare  I 
have  substantial  reasons  for  maintaining  that  many  persons,  supposed 
to  be  thus  restored  to  health,  fall  victims  to  what  is  called  consnmp-^ 
tion,  in  periods  ranging  from  one  to  two  years.    What  happens  is  the 
sequel:  the  patient  is  exposed  to  dainp  or  cold,  a  new  inflammation 
in  the  solidified  lung  takes  place,  an  abscess  speedily  follows,  and  a 
destructive  process  of  ulceration  renders  the  patient's  condition  per* 
fectly  hopeless;  or,  under  other  circumstances,  if  there  is  a  tendency 
to  phthisis,  tubercles  are  not  slow  to  introduce  themselves,  and  even- 
tually destroy  the  patient.    It  will  be  argued  that  when  a  patient  it 
found  with  a  hepatized  lung,  whose  countenance  is  congested,  whose 
tongue  is  brown  and  dry,  whose  respiration  is  hurried,  whose  pulse  is 
quick,  and  who  is  bordering  on  a  state  of  a  coma,  that  it  wonld  be 
monstrous  to  give  mercury,  as  being  calculated  to  depress  the  vital 
powers;  that  stimulants  and  nutriment  should  be  alone  relied  on,  to 
ensure  the  patient's  safety.    They  contend  that  the  patient  is  labo^x: 
ing  under  typhoid  symptoms  of  a  very  aggravated  character.   ■Thii>'J 
assumption,  of  course,  cannot  be  denied,  bnt  I  respectfally  ifti 
they  mistake  the  effect  for  the  cause;  that  it  is  preposterous  to  «v 
for  the  effects  without  eradicating  the  ^^^ 


tons  are  ushered  in  by  the  carbon  contained  in  the  blood  acting  as 
M'fAen  on  the  constitation;  and  that  the  deleterioas  working  on  the 
eonttitation  mast  persist  as  long  as  the  cause  continues  in  existence. 
I  sboQld  here  observe  that  there  is  only  one  form  of  solidification  of 
tbe  long  where  stimulants  can  be  given  with  decided  advantage,  with- 
out the  introduction  of  mercury  into  the  system,  as  is  exemplified  in 
low  typhoid  fevers;  when  the  patient  will  be  noticed  lying  on  his 
back,  with  a  pulse  very  quick  and  weak,  the  body  covered  with  mal- 
cole,  the  teeth  and  tongue  black  with  sordes,  at  the  same  time  that 
there  is  low  muttering  delirium,  with  snbsultus  tendinum,  a  tympanitic 
tbdomen  and  involuntary  discharges;  the  patient  is  on  the  verge  of 
eternity,  and  if  his  lungs  are  examined  one  or  both  may  present  the 
physical  fdgns  of  solidification.  Here,  however,  the  case  is  not 
one  of  true  hepatization,  but  rather  of  stagnation  of  blood  in  the 
organ,  and  should  not  be  confounded  with  hepatization,  the  result  of 
^t  inflammation.  It  must  be  acknowledged  that  the  treatment  of 
alammation  by  stimulants  is  contrary  to  the  precepts  promulgated 
by  Hippocrates,  Gullen,  Hunter,  Thompson,  Clntterbuck,  Wardrop, 
ud  other  high  authorities,    ^ow,  the  practice  of  blood-letting  and  11 

p^og  stimulants  appears  to  be  self-contradictory.    How  is  the  mat- 
ter to  be  explained  ?    Simply  by  understanding  that  abstraction  of 
tbe  vital  fluid  is  only  necessary  when  the  vascular  system  is  in  a  state 
of  great  excitement,  and  some  important  organ  the  seat  of  inflamma- 
^D;  and  also  recollecting  that  loss  of  blood  of  itself  will  not  cure  or 
nither  carry  off  the  sequelse  of  inflammation,  namely,  lymph  and  se- 
nun,  as  in  the  ease  of  serous  membranes,  and  knowing  that  these  com- 
plications are  susceptible  of  being  cleared  off  by  the  action  of  mercury. 
Bot  as  it  is  a  fact  that  the  physiological  action  of  mercury  cannot  be 
bad  when  the  system  is  in  a  high  state  of  excitement,  it  follows  as  a 
eoDsequeuce  that  depletion,  before  its  administration,  is  essential. 
Again,  where  the  constitution  is  prostrated  by  the  violence  of  tbe  in- 
flammation, and  the  vital  powers  almost  annihilated,  it  will  be  proper 
to  exhibit  stimulants,  in  order  to  hasten  the  introduction  of  the  mer- 
eorj  into  the  system,  which  is  not  capable  of  receiving  it  at  the  low 
print  indicated.     As  it  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  mercury  will  not 
act  when  there  is  very  great  excitement  or  very  great  depression,  it 
folloirB  as  a  consequence  that  depiction,  at  the  commencement  of  an 
'.Vllfttk  of  inflammation,  must  be  had  recourse  to,  and  that  the  exhi* 
'loTltEiDttlaBta  at  a  later  date  becomes  justifiable. 
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CIRRHOSIS  OF  THE  LIVER. 

Amongst  the  many  evils  that  follow  in  the  train  of  intemfM^aoce, 
the  one  called  dram-drinking  stands  frightfallj  foreshadowing  cirrhosis 
of  the  liver,  to  which  disease  1  now  address  myself.  In  men  it  gten^ 
erally  occurs  at  ages  varying  from  forty-five  to  fifty-five,  and  destroys 
its  victims  in  twelve  or  eighteen  months.  Females  contract  the  dis- 
ease much  earlier,  and  many  are  prematurely  consigned  to  the  grave, 
between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  thirty.  Persons  of  both  sexes,  if  closely 
interrogated,  will  say  that  they  are  in  the  habit  of  taking  a  little  gin 
or  brandy  occasionally  in  the  course  of  the  day,  but  never  more  than 
a  glass  at  a  time,  and  that  they  are  always  able  to  attend  to  their 
business.  They  will  also  admit  that  they  are  obliged  to  take  some 
brandy  in  the  morning  to  give  them  an  appetite  for  breakfast.  Now, 
I  think  the  potation  taken  into  an  empty  stomach  does  more  mischief 
than  all  the  liquor  swallowed  during  the  day.  The  brandy  passes  at 
once  by  the  process  of  endosmosis  into  the  liver, (*)  which  in  due  time 
affords  testimony  of  its  pernicious  agency.  As  it  is  an  awkward  affaur 
sometimes  to  closely  question  ladies  as  to  their  habits  with  respect  to 
their  indulging  in  intoxicating  liquors,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to 
portray  the  symptoms  and  signs  by  which  the  disease  may  be  recog- 
nized. A  woman  laboring  under  cirrhosis  of  the  liver  in  its  first 
stage,  will  complain  of  general  lassitude  and  languor,  and  experiences 
fatigue  in  making  any  exertion;  she  will  desire  to  lie  down  very  often 
on  the  bed  or  sofa;  her  spirits  will  be  depressed,  and  she  will  murmur 
that  she  cannot  eat  anything,  that  she  has  no  desire  for  food,  that  she 
is  annoyed  with  wind  in  the  stomach;  she  declares  that  she  is  not 
very  sick.  It  will  be  perceived  that  she  has  lost  flesh,  that  her 
muscles  are  getting  flabby,  that  her  complexion  is  sallow,  that  the 
sclerotic  is  of  a  dirty  whUt^  that  the  eye  has  lost  its  brilliancy, 
that  exhaustion  is  depicted  in  her  countenance.  The  tongue  will 
be  found  covered  with  a  yellowish  fur,  and  the  pulse  is  generally 
small  and  quickened.  When  this  picture  exhibits  itself,  it  may  be 
delicately  hinted  that  the  lady  is  obliged  to  take  a  little  stimu- 
lating beverage  just  to  keep  up  her  drooping  spirits,  when  she  will 
at  once  answer  that  she  could  not  live  only  she  drank  a  little  wine  or 
gin  now  and  then  to  keep  up  her  strength.  With  respect  to  the  treat- 
ment, I  believe  it  is  of  very  little  avail.  I  never  saw  a  patient  recov- 
er  who  had  confirmed  cirrhosis  of  the  liver.  The  patients  get  dropsy, 
hsematemesis,  and  generally  die  in  a  state  of  coma.  If  an  opportunity 
|S  offered  before  too  much  mischief  has  been  done,  and  in  the  event  of 
the  patient  being  a  lady,  the  best  thing  that  cao  be  done  is  to  recom- 
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aeodber  to  go  to  the  coontry,  to  a  Northera  atmosphere,  to  a  State 
where  the  Maine  law  is  rigorouslj  enforced,  where  she  can  respire  in- 
Tigorating  air,  eat  wholesome  food,  and  be  cut  ofF  from  the  society  of 
Use  friends  and  oflScious  accommodating  neighbors,  who  often,  under 
tlie  pretence  of  getting  milk  at  the  corner  groceries,  procure  brandy 
or  gio  to  gratify  the  morbid  cravings  of  the  unsuspecting  victim. 

FRACTURES  AND  DISLOCATIONS. 
It  is  not  an  uncommon  occurrence  to  meet  old  women  and  young  boys 
presenting  themselves  for  assistance,  in  consequence  of  the  stiffness  of 
the  joints,  the  result  of  either  fractures  or  dislocations,  as  well  as 
others,  occasionally,  in  the  prime  of  life.     An  old  woman  will  say  she 
got  a  fall,  and  that  her  hand  '*  bent  under  her;"  that  she  applied  to  a 
doctor,  who  put  splints  on  it,  but  that,  notwithstanding  it  is  some 
moQths  since  the  accident  happened,  she  is  totally  unable  to  use  her 
hand;  that  she  cannot  bend  her  wrist  or  fingers,  or  separate  the  thumb 
from  the  palm  of  the  hand.     On  examination,  the  wrist  joint  as  well 
as  the  joints  of  the  fingers  will  be  found  almost  in  a  state  of  anchylo* 
lis,  and  any  attempt  to  flex  the  joints  will  be  attended  with  great 
pain.    Now,  the  course  of  proceeding  in  a  case  like  this,  is,  to  use 
flexion,  extension  and  rotation,  every  second  day,  for  a  considerable 
period;  some  force  must  be  used,  and  nothing  but  perseverance  on  the 
part  of  the  patient  as  well  as  of  the  surgeon,  will  ensure  a  favorable 
result  and  restore  the  member  to  any  degree  of  usefulness.    Now,  the 
injory  that  causes  all  this  trouble,  is  a  fracture  at  the  lower  end  of 
the  radius  (Colles'  Fracture,)  and  the  difficulty  produced  is  caused  by 
the  fingers  and  wrist  being  kept  for  a  lengthened  period  in  a  state  of 
extension,  whilst  a  process  of  subacute  synovitis  takes  place  in  the 
joints  and  extends  to  the  ligaments,  and  thus  renders  the  articulations 
immovable.    To  surmount  this  mischief,  I  apply  splints  sufficiently 
short  to  allow  the  fingers  to  be  flexed  towards  the  palm  of  the  hand. 
I  have  witnessed  many  cases  of  this  kind  where  I  am  convinced  the 
patients  would  be  much  better  off  if  their  forearms  were  put  in  a  sling 
after  the  accident,  and  allowed  to  continue  so  until  union  of  the  bone 
had  taken  place.    The  state  of  things  I  have  described  is  particu- 
larly remarkable  when  the  fracture  is  done  up  on  the  principle  recom- 
mended by  Dupuytren.     I  allude  to  the  pistol-shaped  splint.     In  boys 
who  get  falls  on  the  elbow,  causing  fracture  of  one  of  the  cotidyles  of 
the  bumeros,  it  happens,  after  union  of  the  fracture,  that  the  boy  can- 
not bend  or  extend  the  joint.    Now,  unless  extension  and  flexion  are 
bad  reeoone  to,  the  articolation  will  continue  in  the  position  it  was 
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placed  in  at  first.  Iq  dislocation  of  the  shonlder  joint,  as  veil  as  fitao* 
ture  in  its  vicinity,  in  certain  instances,  pain,  in  attempting  to.  moYe 
the  joint,  is  greatly  complained  of,  althoagh  nothing  can  be  foand 
wrong.  Now,  to  relieve  this  affection,  the  patient  should  be  placed 
in  the  same  position  as  if  he  actually  had  an  old  dislocation,  and  eob-' 
jected  to  the  same  process  of  manipalation.  Snch  was  the  advice,  ef 
the  late  Mr.  Colles  I  have  put  this  practice  into  execution  with 
credit  to  myself  and  advantage  to  the  patient.  In  the  treatment  of 
fractures,  patients  will  be  most  anxious  to  throw  off  the  splints.  In 
case  it  should  be  the  femur,  tibai  or  fibula,  in  the  event  of  the 
patient  commencing  to  walk  too  soon,  either  shortening  or  curvature 
may  be  anticipated.  The  patient  should  be  enjoined  to  keep  quiet  for 
a  given  period,  varying  the  time  according  to  the  ago  and  constita- 
tion,  and  by  this  precaution  ward  off  the  possibility  of  his  being  stig^ 
matized  in  popular  language,  as  a  "  botch."(*) 

ALBUMINURIA. 
One  of  the  most  intractable  maladies  the  physician  is  called  npon  to 
prescribe  for,  is  Ascites  or  Anasarca.  A  searching  examination  mast 
be  instituted  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  disease,  and  thus  be  enabled 
to  give  a  correct  prognosis.  If  a  patient  in  the  last  stage  of  phthisis 
presents  oedema  of  the  lower  extremities,  of  course  his  doom  is  sealed. 
Again,  if  oedema  of  the  face  with  a  similar  condition  of  the  ankles  is 
apparent,  and  valvular  disease  of  the  heart  can  be  recognized,  an  un- 
favorable announcement  will  be  justified.  If  ascites  is  present,  and  It 
depends  on  cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  it  may  be  foretold  that  there  is  no 
chance  of  recovery.  Again,  if  anasarca  depends  on  the  presence  of 
a  malignant  tumor  in  the  chest  or  abdomen,  or  the  presence  of  aneu- 
rism, a  fatal  termination  may  be  predicted.  I  now  come  to  another 
form  of  dropsy  which  is  involved  in  considerable  difScnlties  with  re- 
spect to  its  prognosis  and  treatment.  I  refer  to  that  form  of  dropsy 
connected  with  or  depending  on  Albuminuria.  A  patient  will  seek 
advice  under  the  following  circumstances:  he  will  say  that  he  has  not 
been  well  for  some  time;  that  he  had  been  exposed  to  cold  and  fatigue; 
that  latterly  he  perceived  his  boots  got  too  tight  for  him,  as  also  his 
pantaloons;  that  he  has  lost  his  appetite,  and  that  he  is  scarcely  able 
to  walk,  his  limbs  are  so  heavy.  Very  often,  on  making  further  in- 
quiry, he  will  tell  you  his  business  compels  him  to  take  a  good  many 
drinks  of  spirits  during  the  day.  On  looking  at  his  legs  the  skin  will 
be  seen  shining,  and  communicate  a  firm  resistance  on  pressure.  .  The 
face  will  present  a  pale,  unhealthy  hue.    The  patient,  in  answer  as  to 
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liietber  he  passes  urine  freely,  will  say  be  does;  and  on  asking  him 
topitt  a  little,  it  will  be  perceived  that  it  is  paler  than  healt1)7(^)nrine, 
ifldthat  it  will  readily  coagalate  by  heat;  that  the  addition  of  nitric 
add  vill  throw  down  a  flocculent  precipitate.  The  patient,  under  snch 
drcnoutances,  may  be  fairly  pronounced  ns  laboring  under  Bright's 
Disease  of  the  Kidneys.  Now,  another  individual,  whose  history  is 
■och  the  same  as  the  former,  will  seek  advice,  laboring  under  Ana- 
urea.  His  urine,  however,  will  be  found  to  be  of  a  higher  color  than 
Mtby  urine;  it  will  give  evidence  of  being  loaded  with  albumen  by 
the flpplicatlon  of  heat  as.  well  as  by  the  addition  of  nitric  acid.  He 
fiD  be  also  found  to  have  some  complexion.  Now,  with  respect 
to  the  treatment,  I  usually  direct  the  patient  to  take  a  smart  purga- 
tive and  have  a  warm  bath  every  second  night.  If  there  happens  to 
be  any  evidence  of  bronchitis  or  congestion  of  the  lungs,  a  large  blister 
ii  applied  between  the  shoulders,  and  he  is  directed  to  take  calomel, 
di^talis,  and  squills,  of  each  a  grain,  three  times  a  day  until  the 
nootii  gets  slightly  sore.  A  purgative  is  next  given ;  nutritious  regimen 
sod  a  wineglassful  of  Holland  gin  mixed  with  water,  three  times  a  day, 
are  oext  prescribed.  In  due  course,  the  patient  is  given  the  tincture 
of  iroD  during  the  day,  with  Dover's  powder  at  bed  time.  It  gener- 
ally follows  that  the  Anasarca  rapidly  disappears.  I  could  cite  sev- 
eral cases  where  the  treatment  just  stated  was  attended  by  the  most 
gratifying  terminations,  the  subjects  being  restored  to  health.  All, 
it  is  true,  did  not  get  well ;  in  some,  it  woald  be  an  impossibility,  such 
a  Tast  extent  of  disorganization  having  occurred. 

The  principle  of  the  treatment  jusc  detailed  is  founded  on  the  fact 
that  albuminuria  in  many  cases  is  connected  with  inflammation.  Kayer 
coDuders  granular  degeneration  a  species  of  inflammation.  Solon  says 
tbat  acute  nephritis  is  attended  by  albuminous  urine.  Now,  it  may 
be  easily  conjectured,  that  every  slight  change  in  the  delicate  structure 
of  the  malpighian  bodies  might  interfere  with  their  normal  functions 

in  the  secretion  of  the  urine;  and  moreover,  if  the  malpighian  bodies  _^  « 

become  congested,  and  Kayer  thinks  he  has  seen  them  so,  may  not  ; 

ao  ioflammation  be  the  consequence,  with  a  trifling  deposition  of  i 

lymph  ?  Now,  assuming  such  a  state  of  things,  it  is  quite  rational  to 
give  the  patient  the  benefit  of  a  doubt.  Mercary  is  unquestionably 
the  most  powerful  medicine  for  stopping  inflammation,  as  well  as  re- 
moving its  deposits  in  the  form  of  lymph  or  serum.  I  am  well  aware 
that  very  high  authorities  condemn  the  exhibition  of  mercury  in  cases 
of  granulated  kidney.    Dr.  Christison  reprobates  its  use,  and  Dr. 
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Bright  fonild  do  advantage  from  its  administration,  whilst  Dr.  (Mbomo 
ignores  it  altogether.  To  oppose  the  doctrines  of  soch  desemdly 
eminent  physicians  wonid  appear  to  be  almost  presnmptnoos;  bat  tli6 
objection  can  be  answered,  by  assuming  that  the  cases  which  I  treAted 
were  simple  nephritis  or  granular  degeneration  in  the  first  stages, 
and  that  Dr.  Bright's  cases  were  in  the  second  and  third  stages,  when 
reparation  was  impracticable.  There  is  one  circumstance  which  ia  ad- 
mitted by  all  parties,  and  is  well  worth  attention  as  etidencing  tha 
supposition  that  granular  degeneration  is  the  sequel  of  inflaoiliia- 
tion,  and  also  as  demonstrating  the  utility  of  giving  mercury.  I  allade 
to  the  propensity  of  inflammation  attacking  the  serous  membranea,  as 
well  as  other  organs.  Does  not  this  fact  to  a  certain  degree  pfove 
that  there  is  an  inflammatory  diathesis  in  the  system— *that  at  the 
commencement  it  selected  the  kidneys,  and  afterwards  seized  on  other 
parts?  In  concluding  my  crude  notice  on  this  critical  and  very  intrloato 
subject,  let  me  be  understood,  that  I  did  not  attribute  the  salatary 
influence  to  the  mercurialization  exclusively;  the  warm  baths  by  ex* 
citing  increased  exhalation  from  the  cutaneous  surface,  the  diuretics 
by  actiog  on  the  kidneys,  as  well  as  the  subsequent  exhibition  of  nutri- 
ment combined  with  the  preparations  of  iron,  constituted  an  important 
item  of  the  treatment. 

CHRONIC  INFLAMMATION  OP  THE  JOINTS. 

In  no  department  of  surgical  science  have  greater  advances  been 
made  than  in  the  management  of  diseased  joints.  Limbs  are  now 
preserved,  which  formerly  would  be  condejnned  to  be  amputated. 
In  some  cases  the  operation  of  excision  is  demanded,  whilst  in  others 
medical  treatment  may  be  confided  in.  I  have  known  numerous  eases 
of  knee,  ankle,  wrist,  and  elbow  joints,  where  inflammation  apparently 
commencing  in  the  synovial  membrane,  extended  to  the  cartilages,  and 
where  a  crepitus  could  be  felt  on  moving  the  ends  of  the  bones  to- 
gether. The  treatment  I  am  in  the  habit  of  adopting,  consists  in  keep- 
ing the  joint  perfectly  at  rest,  supporting  the  constitution  when  the 
patient's  strength  is  impaired  by  irritation  and  long-continued  torture, 
administering  Dover's  powder  at  bed  time  to  induce  tranquility,  and 
iodide  of  potassium  to  control  the  ulcerative  process  and  absorb  ex- 
traneous substances.  On  the  subsidence  of  pain,  the  joint  is  bound 
up  with  straps  of  chamois,  or  fine  bazil  leather,  having  the  emplae* 
trum  ammoniacum  cum  hydrargyro  spread  on  them,  which  are  replaced, 
as  soon  as  the  patient  begins  to  move  about,  either  by  pasteboard  or 
gutta  percha  splints.    I  will  briefly  give  the  particulars  of  a  few  cases. 
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Mr.  P ,  a  plasterer,  abont  21  years  old,  of  bilious  tempera- 

Mot^  says  he  has  been  saffering  for  some  months  past  with  a  severe 
paia  in  bis  left  knee;  that  he  is  after  leaving  the  hospital,  where  he 
vas  adfised  to  have  his  thigh  amputated.  He  is  now  greatly  emaci- 
ated, and  looks  wretchedly  miserable.  On  inspection,  his  knee  pre- 
awta  a  globular  appearance,  the  delineations  of  the  joint  are  lost; 
the  muscles  of  the  thigh  as  well  as  of  the  leg  are  greatly  wasted;  he 
cannot  lay  any  weight  on  his  foot,  and  touching  the  joint  causes  great 
pais.  He  says  he  is  in  great  agony  during  the  night.  He  declares 
ka  would  sooner  die  than  lose  his  leg.  I  advised  him  to  take  nutri- 
tkna  diet;  to  take  a  pint  of  porter  daily;  to  take  ten  grains  of  Dover's 
powder  every  night,  and  eight  grains  of  iodide  of  potassium  in  a  bit* 
ter  infusion,  three  times  a  day.  I  next  strapped  up  the  knee  with 
copL  ammonia,  cam  hydrag.,  commencing  two  inches  below  the 
patella,  and  extending  about  two  inches  above  it.  The  patient  shortly 
■aoifested  signs  of  improvement;  he  regained  flesh,  and  the  joint 
ceased  to  create  so  much  annoyance.  The  treatment  was  steadily  and 
peraeveringly  pursued  for  some  months,  when  he  insisted  on  resuming 
his  occupation,  which  had,  it  seems,  no  bad  effect,  as  he  has  since 
worked  at  his  trade,  and  has^  now  almost  the  perfect  use  of  the  limb, 
the  thigh  and  leg  being  the  same  size  as  the  sound  one. 

Hiss  C ,  aged  twenty  years,  complains  of  great  pain  in  the 

wrist;  the  joint  is  considerably  swelled ;  she  experiences  great  pain 
00  moving  the  joint;  a  distinct  crepitus  can  be  recognized  between  the 
bones  of  the  carpus.  I  placed  the  hand  and  forearm  in  splints,  di- 
rected the  patient  to  take  Dover's  powder  and  iodide  of  potassium. 
lo  the  course  of  some  days  the  urgent  symptoms  abated,  and  in  some 
weeks  she  acquired  very  good  use  of  her  hand. 

Mr.  O'C ,  aged  forty,  has  been  in  great  torture  for  some  time 

with  a  pain  in  his  left  ankle.  The  joint  is  considerably  swollen,  and 
motion  causes  great  pain.  He  is  very  much  reduced  in  flesh.  I  or- 
dered him  to  take  nutritious  diet  and  porter,  Dover's  powder  at  bed 
time,  and  iodide  of  potassium  in  the  course  of  the  day.  The  patient 
eontiniies  to  improve,  and  is  now  able  to  walk  with  scarcely  any  lame- 


Now,  the  iodide  of  potassium  appears  to  be  the  chief  agent  in  pro- 
moting a  beneficial  result  in  the  foregoing  cases.  The  action  of  mer- 
cury and  iodide  of  potassium  is  very  closely  allied  in  their  pbysiologi- 
cftl  dbcts  00  the  constitution,  Both  medicines  are  calculated  to  arrest 
inflommation,  as  well  as  remove  its  consequences.    The  exhibition  of 
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mercnry  is  indicated  ia  acute  inflammatioa  of  the  joints,  whilst  Iodide 
of  potassiom  seems  better  adapted  for  the  treatment  of  chronie  aflbo- 
tions  of  the  articalations.  There  is  one  thing  I  wonld  wish  to  com- 
ment on — that  whereas  iodide  of  potassium  will  remo?e  nodes  or  thickr 
ening  of  the  periostenro,  mercarj,  if  long  continued,  will  geneimta 
disease  of  the  bone  as  well  as  periosteum. 

VALGI. 

I  have  had  seyeral  boys  and  girls,  whose  ages  varied  from  lifteeirto 
twenty-two  years,  under  treatment  for  a  peculiar  disease  affecting  the 
feet,  constituting  a  species  of  idiopathic  valgus.    The  persons  subject 
to  this  complaint  are  generally  obliged  to  stand  at  their  employmenti, 
and  the  history  they  give  of  •the  disease,  is,  that  they  have  suffered  for 
a  considerable  period  from  pain  in  the  ankles;  that  latterly,  they  can- 
not attend  to  their  business,  being  unable  to  stand  or  walk.    On  te* 
amination,  one  or  generally  both  feet  will  be  found  everted;  the  bolTow 
nnder  the  arch  of  the  foot  obliterated,  the  internal  ankle  projectiDg 
inwards;  a  considerable  depression  anterior  and  internal  to  the  ester- 
nal  ankle,  the  tendons  of  the  extensor  communis  digitomm  will  be  felt 
rigid;  the  person  will  be  seen  to  stand  on  the  ball  of  the  great  toe 
and  the  internal  edge  of  the  heel,  whilst  the  outer  edge  of  the  foot  is 
raised  from  the  ground.    Now,  the  mode  of  treatment  consists  in  di- 
viding the  tendons  by  sub-cntaneons  section,  and  at  oncerestoring  the 
foot  to  its  proper  position  by  the  application  of  a  bandage  and  gntta 
percha  splints,  rendered  pliatat  by  immersion  in  hot  water,  so  atfUo 
take  the  cast  of  the  foot.    Care  must  be  taken  that  the  tendons  do 
not  unite,  otherwise  the  operation  will  not  be  attended  with  success. 
The  same  observation  is  true  of  varus,  notwithstanding  the  high  an- 
thority  of  Professor  Syme,  (•)  who  says  it  is  merely  necessary  to  divide 
the  tendons  without  the  application  of  any  apparatus,  to  keep  the  foot 
in  a  normal  position.    It  is  quite  evident,  either  in  the  case  of  varus 
or  of  valgus,  that  if  the  tendons  quickly  unite,  the  condition  of  the 
foot  must  be  precisely  in  the  same  predicament  as  before  the  division 
of  the  tendons.    In  the  case  of  varus,  I  apply  a  modification  of  the 
instrument  recommended  by  Mr.  Listen,  and  after  two  or  three  weeks, 
gutta  pcrcha  splints,  as  recommended  by  Professor  Post.    It  may  be 
said  that  when  the  tendons  are  divided,  they  are  at  once  retracted  by 
the  action  of  the  muscles.    I  admit,  this  is  what  follows  at  once  on 
their  division,  but  it  is  extraordinary  with  what  rapidity  the  mosclea 
relax  and  allow  the  cot  ends  of  the  tendons  to  meet  agun;  I  speak  of 
this  matter  from  ample  faEpeiicnos  in  ssvend  cases. 


CLIMACTERIC  DISEASE. 
Sir  Henry  Halford,  under  the  title  of  Climacteric  Disease,  has 
poiDted  oat,  that  at  certoin  periods  of  life  the  constitation  is  liable  to 
oodergo  a  very  great  change;  so  that  a  man  somewhat  advanced  in 
JMB,  apparently  in  vigorous  and  robast  health,  may  all  at  once  be 
rcdoced  in  appearance,  and  present  all  the  characteristics  of  a  man 
itricken  in  years.  Now,  it  is  highly  important  as  well  as  practical,  to  re- 
nenber,  when  an  old  man  or  woman  meets  with  a  severe  or  even  mild 
leeideut,  that  the  constitution  will  be  unable  to  withstand  its  shock 
tt  this  critical  epoch  of  life;  and  it  is  incumbent  as  well  as  prudent  on 
the  part  of  the  surgeon,  to  minutely  inquire  into  th«  previous  history 
of  the  patient,  in  order  to  be  enabled  to  give  a  correct  prognosis  as  to 
its  ttrminiition.  A  man,  for  instance,  who  conld  sustain  a  great  injury 
or  a  capital  operation  with  impunity  at  the  age  of  sixty-two,  will  be 
bmi,  after  the  lapse  of  a  year,  to  sink  under  similar  circumstances.  (^) 

PHTmSIS. 

There  are  more  grown-up  persons  destroyed  in  this  city  by  pulmo- 
Biry  consumption  than  by  any  other  disease.    With  respect  to  the 
qiMftion,  as  to  the  contagious  nature  of  phthisis,  the  opinions  of  medi- 
cal men  are  divided  on  the  subject.    Now,  from  witnessing  a  vast 
Bomber  of  cases,  I  am  fully  convinced  that  it  is  exceedingly  dangerous 
to  breathe  the  same  atmosphere  or  sleep  in  the  same  bed  with  a  pa- 
tient laboring  under  consumption.    I  have  repeatedly  known  men 
afBCted  with  this  disease,  and  at  a  subsequent  period  witnessed  their 
wives,  also,  smitten  down  with  it,  or  viu  versa,  with  respect  to  women 
and  their  husbands.    It  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter  into  a  controversy 
on  this  point,  but  "  facts  are  stubborn  things,"  and  they  are  affirma- 
tive as  to  the  liability  of  sound  persons  contracting  the  disease  from 
those  sufifering  under  it.    It  would  appear  that  the  seeds  of  the  dis- 
ease are  slowly  and  insidiously  sown,  and  arrive  at  maturity  about  a 
year  after  the  first  party  has  probably  paid  the  debt  of  nature.    It 
Ii  necessary,  therefore,  to  interdict  persons  sleeping  in  the  same  apart- 
ment with  a  phthisical  patient.    I  have  also  noticed,  that  in  men,  gen- 
erally, the  left  lung  is  the  seat  of  tubercles,  whilst  in  women  the  right 
side  is  oftener  affected. 

TREATMENT  OF  PHTHISIS. 
Having  had  to  treat  an  immense  number  of  persons  laboring  under 
phthini,  I  have  watched  its  progress  in  every  stage.    In  some,  where 
Hm  tuberqkS' were  in  a  cmde  statej  indicated  by  the  physical  signs- of 


i 


78  THB    AlCBBIOAK 

dalbess  on  percassion  and  absence  of  the  respiratory  murmur  in  the 
part  of  the  lung  implicated;  in  others,  again,  where  dallneat  on  per*  * 
cnssion  and  a  mnco-crepitant  rale  indicated  that  the  tubercles  were  in  ", 
a  state  of  softening  or  ulceration;  whilst  in  another  class,  a  slight  dnU-  - 
ness  on  percussion,  with  metallic  tinkling  and  amphoric  respiratioii,  * 
announced  that  a  large  cavity  existed.    Now,  I  am  in  the  habit  of  ' 
ordering  patients  laboring  under  this  disease,  the  following  regimen 
and  medicines.    I  direct  cocoa  sweetened  with  sugar  and  milk,  with 
bread  and  butter,  a  fresh  t^g  or  two  beaten  up  in  a  cup  with  boiled  ■■. 
water,  sugar,  and  half  a  glass  of  sherry  wine,  or  French  brandy,  fat.  ■■■         j 
breakfast;  a  mutton  chop  or  beef  steak,  with  bread  or  potatoes,  for  . 
dinner,  with  a  tumbler  or  two  of  porter;  cocoa,  bread  and  batter^  > 
for  supper,  with  a  glass  of  porter  half  an  hour  after  this  meal;  six  . 
drops  of  naphtha  medicinalis,  which  is  daily  increased  until  the  doee  ] 

reaches  forty  drops,  three  times  a  day,  in  some  water  before  meekp .  . 
a  tablespoonful  of  cod  liver  oil,  rendered  palatable  by  a  little  tim^ 
ture  of  cinnamon,  one  hour  after  meals;  Stokes'  Liniment  to  be  j 

rubbed  under  the  clavicles  every  night  at  bed  time.     Exercise  ai .  i 

much  as  possible,  in  the  open  air,  is  recommended  at  all  seasons  of  -j 

the  year.    The  patient  is  informed  that  he  must  steadily  persevere  in  1 

the  mode  prescribed,  for  at  least  six  months.  It  is  astonishing  how 
quickly  some  persons  will  improve,  and  eventually  seem  to  throw  off 
the  disease  altogether.  I  never  saw  a  patient  who  was  not  amelio- 
ruted  by  the  treatment,  and  it  is  remarkable  after  some  time,  how 
much  the  patients  relish  the  regimen  as  well  as  the  nauseous  cod  liver 
oil ;  persons  from  being  in  a  state  of  emaciation  and  debility,  g^w 
plump  and  strong;  the  nocturnal  perspirations  will  cease  to  harass 
the  patient,  and  the  pulse  will  come  down  to  the  natural  standard.  I 
have  been,  it  may  be  said,  superfluously  minute  in  giving  the  particu- 
lars of  the  regimen,  but  my  reason  for  doing  so  will  be  presently  un* 
derstood.  In  the  first  place,  where  there  is  so  much  wear  and  tear 
of  the  constitution  in  consequence  of  the  destructive  process  going  on 
in  the  lungs,  it  is  essentially  necessary  that  the  loss  sustained  should 
be  provided  for,  which  end  is  accomplished  by  the  nutriment,  portec 
and  cod  liver  oil.  The  modus  operandi  of  the  treatment  will  be  bet- 
ter understood  by  asking.  Does  the  hypo-phosphate  of  lime  or  soda, 
as  advanced  by  Dr.  Churchill,  cause  the  disintegration  of  tubercle  and 
its  elimination  from  the  system?  Experience  alone  will  answer  this 
question;  but  should  such  be  the  fact,  then  the  rationale  of  the  treat- 
ment delineated  can  be  easily  explained.    The  albumen  of  the  eggs 
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cootmins  phosphate  of  lime,  the  fibrillffi  of  meat  cootaio  phosphorus, 
carbon,  and  ozjgen;  phosphorus,  phosphoric  acid,  salts  of  lime,  and 
soda  form  some  of  the  ingredients  of  cod  liver  oil.  I  will  not  dwell 
longer  on  this  subject,  but  observe,  as  the  presence  of  carbon  is  neces- 
sary for  the  generation  of  animal  heat,  that  all  the  articles  prescribed 
contain  it  in  abundance.  (*) 

SYCOSIS  MENTL 

One  of  the  most  obstinate  diseases  of  the  skin  is  Sycosis.  The  fact 
of  its  long  continuance,  in  opposition  to  erery  description  of  treat- 
ment^ proves  the  necessity  of  finding  out  some  powerful  remedy  for  its 
eradicatioD.  Acting  on  the  discovery  of  M.  Gruby,  that  the  disease 
was  prodoced  by  a  cryptogamic  plant  surrounding  the  roots  of  the 
hair,  I  determined  to  destroy  the  parasitic  growth  in  the  matrix  of 
the  liair.  It  will  be -remembered,  where  the  disease  is  far  advanced, 
an  parts  of  the  face  liable  to  hare  beard,  particularly  the  chin  and 
uppmt  lip,  will  be  found  presenting  a  series  of  elevated  patches  or 
tabcrdes  encompassed  by  pustules  or  crusts,  with  pus  occasionally  ap- 
pearing at  the  roots  of  the  hair.  Now,  the  first  thing  to  be  done  is 
to  get  the  parts  as  cleanly  as  possible  shaved,  a  matter  sometimes  of 
Tcry  perplexing  accomplishment,  as  the  patient  experiences  great 
pain.  The  diseased  portions  being  now  more  distinctly  brought  into 
Ticw,  are  freely  and  deeply  scarified  with  a  lancet  or  scalpel,  so 
that  the  parts  bleed  considerably ;  the  white  muriate  of  anti- 
mony, or  strong  nitric  acid,  is  now  liberally  applied  to  the  cut  sur- 
faces ;  afterwards  some  cold  water  with  a  sponge,  to  relieve  the  burn- 
ing sensation,  which  I  should  mention  is  not  so  great  as  might  be  an- 
ticipated, and  next  a  ponltice  of  bread  and  water,  is  applied  to  the 
part  The  process  may  require  to  be  repeated  once  a  week  for  about 
three  weeks,  when  the  complaint  will  be  found  to  be  almost  cured, 
and  merely  call  for  some  diluted  citrine  ointment  to  heal  up  the  parts. 
I  baTe  treated  four  patients  in  the  manner  thus  described,  and  with 
the  most  decided  success,  in  some  of  whom  the  malady  had  existed 
for  months.  I  should  state  that  all  the  patients  declared  they  con- 
tracted the  disease  at  barbers'  shops.  Now,  this  disease  being  a  local 
one,  constitutional  treatment  is  not  attended  by  satisfactory  results. 
The  modus  operandi  of  my  treatment  will  be  readily  understood. 
The  parasitic  growths  which  envelop  the  roots  of  the  hair  must  be 
totally  destroyed,  otherwise  a  fresh  crop  will  spring  up.  The  free 
and  namerons  cnts  with  the  lancet  or  scalpel  expose  the  roots  of  the 
hair  with  the  parasitic  entanglements,  and  the  muriate  of  antimony 
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or  nitric  acid  destroys  the  parasite,  which  cannot  resist  the  infiaenct 

of  SQch  a  powerfal  agent;  and  it  follows  that  the  cause  being  removed  " 

the  effect  will  cease,  and  that  the  patient  will  be  restored  to  a  state 

of  comfort,  to  which  daring  the  existence  of  the  "5arbeni'  Itch^  to  '• 

was  a  stranger. 

HJSMORRHOIDS. 

A  nnmeroQS  class  of  persons  are  troubled  with  piles.    When  they 
are  external,  they  are,  of  coarse,  easily  managed  and  can  be  excised  ; 
when  they  are  internal,  however,  there  is  more  circumspection  de- 
manded.   The  highest  an thori ties  recommend  applying  ligainres  to 
internal  piles,  in  order  to  avoid  the  perils  of  ^hsemorrhage.    Now,  it 
sometimes  happens  that  a  man  may  become  perfectly  ansmic  from 
loss  of  blood  per  annm,  who  will  tell  yoa  that  every  time  heevacnates   . 
the  bowels  he  hears  the  blood  ''trickling.''    On  giving  him  a  pur^^, 
tive  enema,  and  on  its  operation  a  prolapsus  ani  will  be  the  conse-r 
qnence,  when  the  htemorrhoidal  veins  will  present  the  appearance.  , 
of  a  small  bunch  of  grapes,  and  blood  will  be  seen  to  flow  in  a  stream 
from  one  of  the  veins  mostly  high  up  in  the  rectum.    I  am  convinced^ 
when  this  condition  of  things  is  apparent,  that  the  application  of . 
strong  nitric  acid,  as  recoinmended  by  Dr.  Honston,  of  Dublin,  to 
all  the  hsemorrhoidal  tumors,  as  well  as  the  bleeding  orifice,  is  the. 
best  mode  of  proceeding.    It  arrests  the  haemorrhage,  and  causes  - 
obliteration  of  the  varicose  hsemorrhoidal  veins.    Two  or  three  appli- 
cations are  sometimes  necessary.    To  a  person  unacquainted  with  the 
fact,  it  might  be  reasonably  conjectured  that  excruciating  pain  should 
ensue  on  the  application  of  the  acid  to  such  a  sensitive  part;  but  this 
is  not  actually  the  case;  comparatively  speaking,  the  pain  is  trifling,    - 
and  soon  subsides  on  the  application  of  cold  water  to  the  part.    There 
is  one  advantage  the  nitric  acid  has  over  the  ligature,  that  it  causes 
less  suffering,  and  is  not  apt  to  be  followed  by  phlebitis;  and  as  dan- 
gerous consequences  have  resulted  from  tying  the  saphena  vein  for 
varicose  veins  of  the  leg,  a  foriiorif  why  should  not  similar  evils  be 
anticipated  from  th.e  ligature  of  hsemorrhoidal  veins?    I  will  now 
shortly  detail  a  case  which  I  bad  to  treat  in  the  summer  of  1856. 

Mr.  G ,  aged  forty  years,  stated  that  he  resided  in  the  country, 

and  that  his  health  had  been  breaking  down  for  several  months;  that 
he  had  recourse  to  sea  bathing,  under  the  impression  that  he  had  liver* 
complaint.    He  felt  exceedingly  weak  and  very  much  fatigued  by 
walking;  his  countenance  was  pale  and  dejected,  his  pulse  was  quick. 
He  said  that  for  some  time  he  passed  large  qnantities  of  blood  whilst 
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tt  itooL  Haying  adnunistered  a  purgative  enema,  the  bowels  re- 
ipcttded  in  a  short  time,  and  a  prolapsns  ani  took  place,  exhibiting  a 
Itxge  cluster  of  nodulated  hsemorrhoidal  veins.  Blood  flowed  in  a 
stnam  from  an  opening  in  one  of  these  at  the  upper  part.  I  now,  by 
means  of  lint  tied  to  a  glass  rod,  freely  applied  nitric  acid  over  all  the 
tunors;  I  then  applied  cold  water  and  left  the  patient,  who  informed 
ne  that  the  pain  was  of  no  moment;  that  he  did  not  mind  it.  I  again, 
in  consequence  of  his  having  some  discharge  of  blood,  repeated  the 
opention  of  the  add,  in  a  few  days  afterwards.  From  this  time  the 
patient  convalesced  rapidly.  I  saw  him  about  two  months  ago  in  ex- 
cdie&t  health,  and  he  had  no  return  of  the  disease. 

SYPHILIS. 
In  no  department  of  surgery  has  a  greater  revolution  taken  place 
than  in  the  treatment  of  the  venereal  disease.  From  the  period  Mr. 
Hinter  published  his  standard  work  on  the  subject,  up  to  the  time 
Mr.  Carmichael,  of  Dublin,  published  his  essay  on  the  venereal  dis- 
eaae,  in  1814,  persons  contaminated  by  illicit  intercouse  were  doomed 
to  long  and  injurious  courses  of  mercury.  Mr.  Carmichael  demon- 
itrated  that  the  only  form  of  syphilis  which  required  this  exhibition  of 
mercury  was  the  one  so  clearly  described  by  Mr.  Hunter;  and  after 
giving  the  definition  of  chancre  in  Mr.  Hunter's  own  words,  and  em- 
phatically insisting  on  the  necessity  of  recollecting  its  true  diagnostic 
characteristics,  proceeded  to  show  that  there  were  six  species  of  pri- 
marj  peeudo-syphilitic  disorders.  First,  a  superficial  ulcer  without 
induration,  but  with  elevated  edges;  second,  a  similar  ulcer,  destitute 
not  only  of  induration,  but  elevated  edges;  third,  an  excoriation  of 
the  glans  penis  and  internal  surface  of  the  prepuce,  attended  by  pur- 
ulent discharge;  fourth,  gonorrhoea  vimlenta.  These  forms  he  placed 
in  the  first  class;  whilst  in  the  second  order  he  placed — first,  the  phag- 
edenic nicer;  second,  the  sloughing  ulcer.  Mr.  Carmichael  next  prov- 
ed that  all  the  forms  included  in  the  first  class  could  be  cured  without 
mcrcnry,  and  that  the  others  comprised  in  the  second  class  were  not 
only  110^  relieved  by  mercury,  but  were  positively  aggravated  by  its  t 

administration.  His  views  at  the  time  of  their  promulgation  were  vio- 
lently opposed  by  the  advocates  of  the  mercurial  system,  yet  the  incalcu- 
lable advantages  that  have  since  accrued  to  the  members  of  both  sexes 
who  indulge  in  promiscuous  venery,  cannot  be  over-estimated.  After 
the  lapse  of  forty  years,  it  must  be  gratifying  to  the  lovers  of  truth, 
ibat,  although  the  name  of  Carmichael  does  not  occur  in  Ricord's  writ- 
iagB  on  lypUlis,  itill  tUs  great  French  surgeon  admits  that  there  are 
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many  nloers  on  the  genitals  which  are  not  syphilitic,  and  says  that  no  man 
can  distingaish  the  trae  natnre  of  the  nicer  without  the  process  of  in- 
oculation. Now,  although  Ricord  is  entitled  to  a  great  deal  of  credit 
for  enunciating  this  mode  of  diagnosis,  yet  it  must  be  acknowledged 
that  a  still  larger  share  of  merit  is  due  to  Mr.  Garmichael,  who  had 
the  discrimination  and  tact  to  recognize  the  spurious  ulcers  from  the 
true  Hunterian  chancre,  with  the  constitutional  symptoms  peculiar  to 
it,  Tiz:  the  scaly  copper-colored  eruption,  and  the  excavated  ulcer  in  the 
tonsils,  being  the  only  form  of  syphilis  which  called  for  the  use  of  mer- 
cury;  and  Ricord,  by  his  experiments  of  inoculation,  has  arrived  at  the 
same  conclusion;  at  least  it  will  be  perceived  by  a  perusal  of  his  cases 
and  remarks,  that  in  the  cases  in  which  he  deemed  it  necessary  to  give 
mercury,  the  ulcer  partook  of  the  Hunterian  chancre.  His  classifica- 
tion of  the  forms  of  ulcers  on  the  genitals,  as  well  as  treatment^  is 
much  the  same  Mr.  Garmichaers.  Mr.  Acton,  Ricord's  pupil,  in 
his  work  on  syphilis,  supports  much  the  same  doctrine  as  his  great 
preceptor  with  respect  to  the  various  forms  of  ulcers  and  the  mode  of 
treatment  that  Mr.  Garmichael  did  at  the  time  of  the  publication  of 
his  work.  Indeed,  there  is  a  very  extraordinary  coincidence  not  only 
in  the  treatment  of  syphilis,  but  also  in  that  of  gonorrhoea,  by  strong 
injections,  by  the  last  mentioned  authors,  and  their  reasons  for 
adopting  the  treatment  are  much  the  same.  I  fear  I  have  made  a 
digression,  but  regard  for  the  memory  of  Mr.  Garmichael,  whose  able 
clinical  lectures  I  have  had  the  advantage  of  attending,  as  well  as 
examining  the  cases  exhibited  by  him  to  his  pupils  at  the  Richmond 
Surgical  Hospital,  Dublin,  impel  me  to  vindicate  his  claims  to  prior- 
ity in  teaching  the  true  nature  as  well  as  proper  treatment  of  the  ve- 
nereal disease.  To  revert  to  the  subject,  however,  as  mercury  is  only 
required  in  one  form  of  the  disease,  namely,  the  Hunterian  chancre, 
and  its  sequelae,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  surprise  that  the  mischievous 
consequences  that  were  so  visible  when  mercury  was  indiscriminately 
used,  is  now  of  such  rare  occurrence.  A  person  now  very  seldom 
sees  a  toothless  and  pug-nosed  individual,  who  has  the  bridge  of  his 
nose  deformed  in  consequence  of  the  nasal  bones  being  destroyed,  in 
addition  to  the  loss  of  the  lower  jaw,  by  necrosis,  thus  interfering  with 
the  process  of  mastication,  and  the  harmonious  intonation  of  the  voice, 
or  a  patient  covered  with  rupia  or  foul  ulcers,  rendering  his  presence 
an  abomination  from  the  foetid  effluvium  emitted  from  hi^  body.  I 
think  it  may  be  ooiifide|it]|y  stated,  that  ten  cases  of  what  are  called 
tOfOP^'  ^jntf  7^*^  *8^  ^^^  ^®  ^^  >^^^- 
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This  change  maj  be  fairly  traced  to  the  destrnctioo  of  the  viniB  by 
cuBtica,  anch  sa  the  Yienna  Paste,  before  it  baa  contamiDated  the 

GODltitOtiOD. 

As  an  eTidence  of  Mr.  Carmicbael'B  correct  ideas  with  respect  to 
giving  mercury  ia  psendo-sypfailitic  diseases,  I  will  qoote  the  testimony 
of  one  of  the  ablest  uid  most  determined  opponenta  of  hia  doctrine, 
namely,  Profeasor  Oolle«,who  atroDgly  adTOcatwJ  the  use  of  mercnry.(  • ) 
He  admitted  tbat  the  pnstalar  emption  could  be  coaverted  into  mpia. 
WberefOTe,  if  snch  be  the  fact,  may  it  not  be  fairly  dedoced,  on  the 
aane  principle,  that,  by  a  further  stimQlaa  of  mercury,  the  rapia  may 
be  theharbingereof  necroaisf  and,  if  atill  further  persevered  in,  may 
it  not  produce  a  state  of  cachexia,  as  shown  by  Mr.  Carmicbael,  and 
analogous  to  the  qnartan  stage  of  Bicord?  I  have  remarked  that  tbe 
icnly  emption  which  follows  the  Hunterian  chancre  is  most  frequently 
to  be  met  with  at  the  present  time  in  infants.  It  breaks  ont  on  them 
in  periods  Tarying  from  a  fortnight  to  six  weeks  after  birth.  I  shall, 
wiUtoat  further  preface,  submit  some  interesting  cases. 

lbs.  P.  applied  to  me  last  summer  twelre  months,  relative  to 
aa  inbot,  which  she  stated  was  about  fire  weeks  old;  that  ebe  was 
nursing  it  for  three  weeks;  that  at  the  time  she  got  it  to  nurse,  there 
wu  an  eruption  coming  out  on  its  body.  The  in&nt  now  preseut«d 
a  ahrirelled,  awarthy,  and  sharpened  countenance,  and  was  in  a  state 
of  great  emaciation;  the  body,  face,  and  extremities  were  covered 
with  a  scaly  emption,  and  some  places  were  covered  with  thick 
Croats,  under  which  matter  oozed  oat.  The  palms  of  the  hands 
•a  well  aa  the  soles  of  the  feet  were  cracked,  and  the  cuticle  peeling 
off.  The  inhnt  could  not  breathe  in  couseqaeuce  of  macos  filling 
the  nose.  It  was  the  ofispring  of  French  parents,  and,  as  well  as  I 
could  collect  from  the  nurse,  were  not  of  the  most  virtuous  habits.  I 
recommended  the  nurse  to  give  it  up  to  the  mother,  as  it  was  not  safe 
fmr  her  to  continue  to  nnrse  it;  she  accordingly  did  bo,  and  I  heard 
no  more  about  the  case  until  she  applied  to  me  last  summer  with  an 
iobntof  her  own,  about  a  month  old,  covered  over  with  a  scaly  emp- 
tion, and  having  utuCHes  in  the  nose,  the  cuticle  cracked  on  ihe 
palms  of  the  hands  and  feet,  the  coantenance  pale  and  unhealthy 
looUng.  On  making  inquiry,  she  told  me  her  former  child  waa 
■tiU-bom,  tiiat  it  was  too  large  to  be  delivered  riive,  and  had  to  be 
bronght  away  by  Instramenta.  She  forther  stated  that  the  French 
influit  tut  her  nipple,  which  had  a  sore  on  it  for  some  time;  that  ahe 
had  MDW  wrei  afterwards  about  the  private  parts.  I  told  her  to  in- 
qgjbvfromherhoibuulirhaeverhadauypriTate  diieue.    He  mid 
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he  had,  about  thirteen  years  previously.  I  directed  the  ai^cation 
of  a  scruple  of  mercurial  ointment  to  the  thigh,  to  be  continued.nntil 
the  evacuations  become  green.  The  disease  yielded  to  the  treatment, 
and  the  child  is  now  well. 

About  three  months  ago,  Mrs.  G*.  consulted  me  in  consequence  of 
having  little  or  no  milk.  She  had  an  infant  six  months  old  at  the 
time.  I  told  her  to  provide  a  nurse.  She  did  so,  accordingly,  and 
in  two  months  afterwards  she  discovered  that  the  nurse  was  covered 
over  with  an  eruption;  that  one  of  her  eyes  was  greatly  inflamed. 
She  thereupon  dismissed  the  nurse,  and  resolved  on  spoon-feeding  the 
child.  In  about  a  month  after  she  sent  away  the  nurse,  the  child  be- 
gan to  get  sickly  looking  and  restless,  and  an  eruption  broke  out  on 
its  body.  On  examination,  the  infant  is  covered  with  a  scaly  erup- 
tion, which  is  particularly  well  marked  over  the  nates.  The  cuticle 
on  the  palms  of  the  hands  and  toes  is  cracked.  The  child  is  pale,  and 
cannot  breathe  in  consequence  of  the  obstruction  in  its  nose.  I  or- 
dered the  inunction  of  mercurial  ointment,  and  the  child  recovered. 

Now,  these  cases  are  curious  and  important;  firstly,  for  presenting 
the  characteristic  cutaneous  eruption  peculiar  to  the  true  syphilitic 
chancre,  and  demonstrating  the  truth  of  Mr.  Hunter's  description  of 
the  disorder,  that  there  is  only  one  kind  of  true  syphilis,  by  which 
alone  the  constitution  can  be  contaminated,  and  which  can  be  propa-. 
gated  to  the  of&pring  in  its  origmal  character.  Secondly,  the  queih 
tk>n  as  to  whether  the  French  infant  communicated  the  disease  to  the 
nurse,  and  through  her  to  her  own  infant,  I  believe,  from  the  fact  that 
the  nurse's  own  infant  was  a  large  one,  and  that  she  had  come  to  her 
bll  time;  these  are  good  grounds  for  believing  that  the  French  infant 
oommunicated  the  disease  to  the  nurse,  and  this  opinion  is  sustained 
by  Mr.  Colles,  who  strangely  maintained  that  secondary  symptoms 
coold  be  communicated.  With  respect  to  the  nurse,  in  the  second 
case,  I  did  not  see  her,  but  I  am  satisfied,  from  the  description  given, 
that  she  was  laboring  under  iritisi  and  syphilitic  eruption;  besides,  tak- 
ing into  account  the  age  of  the  infant,  which  was  nine  months  old 
when  the  eruption  broke  out,  the  presnmption  is,  that  the  nurse  con- 
taminated the  infiuit.  However,  as  this  is  a  position  that  may  be 
controverted,  I  merely  state  the  facts  as  I  got  them.  It  would  be 
foreign  to  my  purpose  to  go  into  a  discussion  on  the  question.  (^®) 

PREMATURE  DELIVERIBS— STILL-BORN  INFANTS. 

It  is  astonishing  the  number  of  married  women  who  are  accustomed 
to  be  prematurely  confined' at  six,  seven,,  and  eight  months,  whilst 
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■laoy  others  who  complete  the  full  period  of  gestation  are  either  de- 
liTered  of  still-bom  inflaiits,  or  snch  as  only  survive  a  few  days  or 
weeks  after  birth. 

I  have  repeatedly  had  ladies  consulting  me  in  consequence  of  hav- 
ing had  several  premature  confinements,  as  well  as  still-bom  children, 
who  were  naturally  anxious  that  their  progeny  should  survive.  On 
making  an  examination,  and  going  closely  into  particulars,  I  coftld 
almost  invariably  connect  the  grievance  complained  of  to  a  syphilidc 
taint  in  the  husband.  Under  such  circumstances,  I  have  succeeded 
in  bringing  joy  to  mothers  by  adopting  the  following  course:  I  com- 
mence, by  assuring  the  woman  that  if  she  is  guided  by  my  advice,  she 
win  certainly  have  a  living  child  at  her  next  accouchement.  I  deem  it 
a  very  great  advantage  to  make  an  impression  of  this  kind  on  her 
mind.  I  then  request  her  to  call  on  me  when  she  is  about  ten  weeks 
pregnant,  when  I  direct  her  to  take  five  grains  of  blue  pill  every  night 
for  a  fortnight,  or  until  the  gums  are  tender.  As  soon  as  the  system 
shows  the  action  of  the  mercury,  the  blue  pill  is  stopped,  and  the  pa- 
tient is  defiired  to  apply  again  between  the  fifth  and  sixth  months, 
when  the  same  course  is  again  put  into  practice,  and  reiterated  a  third 
time,  between  the  seventh  and  eighth  months.  The  patient  is  advised 
to  take  h'ght  nourishing  diet,  and  be  out  a  good  deal  in  the  open  air. 
At  the  expiration  of  the  usual  time,  she  is  delivered  of  a  healthy,  well- 
formed  infant 

It  would  be  superfluous  to  discuss  the  matter  at  length,  as  the 
reasons  for  pursuing  the  treatment  must  be  self-apparent.  I  am  well 
aware  the  theory  of  the  practice  may  be  objected  to,  but  as  facts  are 
more  argumentative  than  words,  it  is  only  necessary  to  state  that  the 
treatment  above  recommended  has  been  attended  by  the  most  singu- 
lar and  entire  success. 

I  have  extended  this  article  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  I  intend- 
ed. I  am  well  aware  that  many  imperfections  may  be  found  in  it. 
Ab  it  would  be  superfluous  to  make  any  apology,  I  have  merely  to 

add— 

Si  quid  novisti  rectins  istis, 

Candidas  imparti,  si  non,  his  utere  mecum.  '|| 

NOTES. 

1.  Diarrhcea  Serosa  of  Mason  Grood. 

2.  See  page  126  on  some  Diseases  of  Women,  by  I.  B.  Brown,  &c 
a.    Sir  Bvevwd  Home  fbrmerly  entertained  a  parliciilar  theory  thai  fiaids 

f«Miftllretttibe  stciliajrii  directly  ii^the  qdeen.    Though  his  pbaervatlonB  dis- 
agree very  much  with  those  of  Magendie,  they  corroborate  one  point  maintain- 
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ed  by  the  latter  physiologist,  that  flaids  pass  from  the  alimeDtary  canal  into  fke 
oiroulation  by  some  other  channel  than  the  chyliferoos  vessels.  See  (food's 
Study  of  Medicine,  toI.  1,  p.  29.  Since  the  discovery  of  Dutrochet  of  endos- 
mosis,  it  is  evident  that  the  views  of  Sir  E.  Home  are  correct,  and  the  same 
theory,  I  conceive,  is  equally  applicable  to  the  liver.  See  vol.  2,  Gyclopeedia  of 
Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

I  am  well  aware  that  the  explanation  of  cirrhosis  of  the  liver  being  induced 
by  endosmoeis  is  contrary  to  the  doctrine  of  the  received  opinions  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  may  appear  absurd;  but  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  disease  is 
always  found,  at  least  such  is  my  experience,  in  persons  who  take  liquor  into 
empty  stomachs  before  breakfast,  and  never  occurs  in  those  who  freely  indulge 
in  copious  libations  after  dinner,  but  never  at  any  other  period  in  the  course  of 
the  day,  who  prolong  life  to  a  good  old  age.  That  such  is  the  fact  must  be  ad- 
mitted by  those  who  have  witnessed  the  habits  of  the  higher  classes  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  New,  I  think  the  matter  can  be  accounted  for  on  the  i^in- 
ciple,that  in  the  former  case,  when  the  brandy  is  taken  into  the  stomach,  it  does 
not  at  once  cause  a  secretion  of  the  gastric  juice,  but  simply  excites  the  ex- 
treme filaments  of  the  par  vagum,  and  thus  propagates  the  stimulus  to  the 
brain,  which,  by  reflex  action,  causes  the  secretion  of  the  gastric  juice,  and  thus 
creates  an  appetite  for  food,  whilst  the  brandy  in  the  meantime  passes  through 
the  coats  of  the  stomach  to  the  liver,  which  is  in  its  immediate  proximity.  In 
the  latter  case  the  brandy  becomes  commingled  with  the  food  in  the  stomach, 
and  after  the  process  of  chymification  and  chylification  is  accomplished,  passes 
into  the  portal  circulation,  and  being  now  diluted  has  not  the  same  pemiciouB 
effect  on  the  liver. 

4.  When  a  child  or  grown-up  person  meets  with  an  accident,  the  sufferer  is 
at  once  brought  to  the  nearest  surgeon.  The  case  may  be  a  fracture  or  disloca- 
tion. On  the  doctor  reducing  the  one  or  adjusting  the  other,  he  dismisses  the 
patient  with  instructions  to  return  at  a  certain  period.  In  very  many  instances 
the  patients  neglect  the  admonition.  After  some  time,  on  finding  matters  not 
to  their  satisfaction,  they  loudly  complain  of  the  doctor,  and  apply  to  another. 
In  these  cases  there  is  no  blame  to  be  attached  to  any  person  except  the  patient 
or  his  friends.  I  think  it  necessary  to  mention  this  circumstance,  to  put  young 
surgeons  on  their  guard,  and  thus  preclude  the  possibility  of  having  their  repu- 
tation injured  by  not  interfering  at  all  under  such  circumstances,  without  being 
guaranteed  the  full  charge  of  the  patient 

5.  The  urine  resembles  a  mucilaginous  fluid,  and  is  destitute  of  the  coloring 
matter  of  the  urine.  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  is  the  kind  of  urine  which  is 
truly  pathognomonic  of  Bright^s  Disease. 

6.  See  vol.  1,  p.  469,  Lancet  for  June,  1855.  Professor  Syme  adduces  cases 
of  varus  where  no  apparatus  was  used,  except  a  flgure  of  8  bandage.  Mr.  Syme, 
in  the  same  lecture,  says  that  in  talipes  valgus  the  peroneal  tendons  are  always 
too  tight,  and  in  the  present  case  alone  affected;  that  the  tendo  Achillis  may  or 
may  not  be  contracted. 

Professor  Erichsen,  at  p.  651  of  his  work  on  Surgery,  says  that  the  peroneal 
tendons,  as  well  as  the  extensor  digitomm  communis,  are  always  tense,  and  fur- 
ther that  the  gaetroonimiiis  la  generally  paralysed.   In  the  oases  which  came 
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nnder  my  obserratioii  the  tendons  of  the  extensor  commnnis  were  alone  rigid; 
the  peroneal  tendons  did  not  appear  to  be  implicated,  and  I  could  not  detect 
paralysis  of  the  gaatrocnemias  nor  contraction  of  the  tendo  Achillis.  The  in- 
ternal or  deltoid  ligament  is  put  greatly  on  the  stretch  when  the  person  walks, 
mad  causes  pain,  and  the  extensor  communis  is  thrown  into  action  by  an  effort 
of  the  patient  to  relieye  the  pressure.  Both  profeaiors  state  yalgos  to  be  a  Tery 
rare  affection;  in  this  city,  I  believe,  its  freqaency  is  next  to  varus. 

7.  For  a  particular  description  of  Climacteric  Disease,  see  article  Age,  Gy- 
elopedia  Practical  Medicine,  Climacteric  Disease,  Copeland's  Dictionary  of 
Praetieal  Medicine. 

.  8.  F^fesBor  Liebig  says  that  the  principal  use  of  the  bile  is  to  afford  fuel,  in 
the  shape  of  carbon,  to  the  lungs;  now  the  porter,  cod-liver  oil,  and  naphtha 
promote  its  formation,  and  thus  contribute  towards  the  generation  of  animal 
heal 

As  it  is  customary  to  recommend  phthisical  patients  to  go  to  a  warm  climate, 
each  as  Cuba,  Florida,  Madeira,  ScCj  in  order  that  they  may  enjoy  a  warm  and 
congenial  air,  and  as  it  happens  that  the  component  parts  of  the  air  are  the  same 
in  Northern  as  in  Southern  climates,  it  follows,  as  a  consequence,  that  the  only 
dflferenee  in  these  locations  is  the  degree  of  temperature  of  the  atmosphere. 
Therefore,  if  the  latter  object  can  be  accomplished  by  the  production  of  a  due 
quantity  of  carbon  in  the  system  to  create  a  high  temperature,  not  only  in  the 
longs,  but  throughout  the  entire  body,  it  must  be  conceded  that  a  change  of 
climate  is  not  demanded.  Now,  it  appears  that  when  a  phthisical  patient  is  sent 
to  m  wann  climate,  the  cutaneous  transpiration  is  increased,  whereby  the  car- 
bon is  carried  off,  and,  in  the  event  of  an  insufficiency  of  carbon  being  in  the 
system,  if  the  oxygen  be  absorbed  in  greater  quantities  during  the  day  than  is 
reqoiied,  it  excites  fever  or  irritation  to  a  certain  extent,  which  is  subsequently 
thrown  off  during  the  night  by  an  effort  of  nature  in  the  shape  of  a  copious  per- 
spiration. *  The  conclusion  to  be  arrived  at,  then,  is,  that  a  cool  climate,  if  the 
patient  is  kept  well  clothed,  is  just  as  good  as  a  warm  one.  A  clear,  blue  sky, 
of  m  frosty  day,  when  all  noxious  exhalations  are  annihilated,  is  more  salubrious 
than  a  warm  day  with  a  similar  sky,  when  unhealthy  emanations  spring  forth 
f^rom  all  terresMal  sources. 

I  apprehend  I  may  be  accused  of  theorizing  unnecessarily.  I  will  therefore 
eonclnde,  by  stating  a  simple  fact,  namely,  that  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
sending  many  persons  to  the  South  during  the  winter,  and  those  who  remained 
in  New  York  and  followed  the  directions  given  them,  were  in  a  better  position 
at  the  end  of  the  winter. 

9.  No  one  fact  can  be  more  clearly  established  than  this— that  if  mercury 
be  used  too  largely  in  cases  of  pustular  eruption,  the  latter  will  quickly  degen- 
erate into  venereal  ecthyma  or  rupia,  or  spreading  venereal  ulcers. — Praetieal 
ObBervatiana  on  the  Venereal  Disease  and  on  the  use  of  Mercurt/y  by  Abrjl- 
HiJi  CoLLKSy  M.D.    1837.    See  p.  178. 

10.  By  contrasting  the  following  extracts  from  the  works  of  Hunter,  Carmi- 
ehael,  Bieord,  and  Acton,  the  original  views  of  Mr.  Carmichael  will  become  ap- 
parent: 

Hmran's  H^finUtm  of  Chancre, — ^*  The  sore  is  somewhat  of  a  droolar 
foni*  exeavated  without  granulation,  with  matter  adhering  to  the  surface,  and 
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with  a  thickened  edge  and  base.  This  hardnesB  or  thickening  is  verj  oiieom- 
soribed,  not  diflfdsing  itself  gradoally  and  imperoeptibly  into  the  soiroonding 
parts,  bat  terminating  rather  alnraptly." 

Gabmichael. — "  Every  word  of  this  deecription  shonld  be  strictly  attended  to,  as 
oonyeying  an  exact  definition  of  chancre — so  far,  at  least,  as  it  occnrs  on  the 
glans  and  prepuce,  though  not  on  the  body  of  the  penis,  where  a  slight  differ- 
ence is  observable.  Ulcers  which  are  not  syphilitic,  may,  but  seldiMn  have  a 
fhllness  and  slight  induration  at  the  circumference;  but  this  induration  does  not 
convey  that  sensation  of  solidity  and  firmness  to  the  touch,  which  that  of  a  real 
chancre  possesees;  neither  does  it  terminate  abruptly,  but  diffuses  itself  gradu- 
ally and  imperceptibly  into  the  surrounding  parts,  in  which  circumstance  it  dif- 
fers from  chancre  so  evidently  as  to  be  at  once  distinguished  by  an  ezperienoed 
practitioner." — Carmichael  on  the  Venereal  Diaeasea  whieh  have  been  con- 
founded with  Syphilis.    Chap.  2,  p.  32,  (1814.) 

BicoRD.— '^  There  is  not  a  single  symptom  of  primary  syphilitic  ulcer  which  may 
not  be  found  in  ulcers  without  a  trace  of  syphilis,  or  which  may  not  be  artifi- 
cially inroduced.  The  most  perfect  assemblage  of  the  symptoms  bel(m|^ng  to 
the  true  Hunterian  chancre,  furnishing  nearly  a  rational  diagnpfli^  The  only 
absolute  unequivocal  and  pathognomonic  sign  which  nature  or  art  cannot  imi- 
tate, is  the  character  of  the  secretion,  demonstrated  by  the  results  of  inocula- 
tion."— Jlluatrations  of  Syphilitic  Disease,  p.  154.    (1851.) 

Cabmighael,  1814.  Ricobd,  1851.  Acton,  1853. 

First  Class,  1.    A.  Primitive  foUi-        1.    Artificial  chancre. 

1.  B.  Superficial  ul-  cular  ulcw,  virulent  ade-  2.  B.  Uncomplicflied 
cer  without   induration,    niUs.  chancre. 

with  elevated  edges.  2.    D.  Primair  pha|;e-       3.     A.    Inflammatory 

2.  B.  A  similar  ulcer    denic  ulcer,  with  serpig-    chancre. 

destitute  not  only  of  in-  inous  character.  4.  D.  Phagadenicchan- 

duration,  but  of  elevated       3.    E.  Primary  ulcer,  ere. 

edges.  acute  balano    posthitis.  5.  E.  Sloughing  chan- 

3.  A.  An  excoriation  Phymosis,  gangrene.  An-  ere. 

of  the  glans  penis  and  nular  indurated  primary  6.  B.  Serpiginous  chan- 

ezternal  surface  of  the  ulcer,withectbvmatoasor-  ere. 

prepuce,  attended  by  pur-  igln. — Hunter's  Chancre,  7.  Indurated  chancre, 

ulent  discharge.  in  a  bad  constitution  (?)  (This  might  be  left  out, 

4.  C.  Gronorrhcea  vir-  4.  G.  Blenorrhagic  ure-  as  it  is  the  Hunterian 
ulenta.  thritis.    Primary  ulcer  of  form. 

Second  Class.  the  meatus  urinarius.  8.    G.  Urethral  chan- 

1.  D.  The  phagedenic       5.  D.  Diphtheritic  phag-    ere. 

ulcer.  edenic  primary  ulcer.  

2.  £.  The  sloughing  6.  B.  Diphtheritic  pul-  N.B.  The  similari^  of 
ulcer.  taceons  primary  ulcer.        the  ulcers  in  the  toree 

7.  B.  Diphtheritic  non-  tables  is  indicated  by  the 
indurated  primary  ulcer,  same  letter  being  placed 

8.  B.  Diphtheritic  pri-  over  each  ulcer,  showing 
mary  ulcer  wltii  non-in-  the  one  it  corresponds 
durated  base.  to  in  the  other. 

Mr.  Carmichael,  in  commenting  on  the  excoriation  of  the  prepuce  and  glans 
penis,  and  on  the  similarity  of  this  affection  to  gonorrhoea  virulenta,  says:  **  I 
find  that  Mr.  Whately,  in  his  work  on  GtonorriioBa,  adduces  some  facts  and  argu- 
ments to  prove  that  the  lining  membrane  of  the  urethra  is  affected  precisely  in 
the  nme  way  asin  gomoirhflM  Timle&ta,  and  Mwrts,  he  has  been  able  to  trace 
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tppearaneeB  within  the  orifice  of  the  urethra." — See  an  Essay  on  the 
VsmnailXseasej  1^.93.    1814. 

CiUDCHAEL  on  the  Use  of  Injections — 1814.    "  Strictures  are  more  generally 

attributed  to  the  use  of  strong  injections  than  any  other  attendant  of  gonor^ 

iboea,  but  I  have  so  frequently  witnessed  their  occurrence  when  injections  have 

never  been  used,  so  that  I  am  more  inclined  to  ascribe  these  affections  to  the 

irritatioii  of  gonorrhcea  than  to  any  other  cause.    The  sooner  such  irritation  is 

renored  the  more  likely  is  the  patient  to  avoid  those  unpleasant  visitations 

ttat  an  far  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the  original  disease.    I  have,  therefore, 

BO  heaitaftioa  in  puttog  as  speedy  a  termination  to  the  discbarge  as  I  can,  by 

tbe  Hie  of  the  injections  above  recommended."    P.  100. 

GiRMiGHASL  on  Strong  Injections — 1814.  <'  I  have  witnessed  many  instances 
of  gonorriKBa  which  had  continued  for  several  months,  yet  were  cured  in  a  fort- 
night, and  sometimes  a  week,  by  those  most  useful  applications.  Though  com- 
posed of  the  same  materials,  they  were  more  dilute  than  the  lotions  already 
described,  and  were  composed  of  muriate  of  mercury  and  lime  water,  in  the 
proportidn  of  from  one  to  three  grains  of  the  former  to  six  ounces  of  the  latter; 
or  of  the  fabmnriate  of  mercury,  in  the  proportion  of  from  ten  to  twenty  gruns, 
eaapended  by  means  of  mucilage  in  six  ounces  of  lime  water."    P.  101. 

Acton  on  the  Use  of  Injections — 1853.  **  Injections  are  a  valuable  means, 
without  which  it  will  be  often  impossible  to  cure  blenorrhcea,  although  they 
have  often  been  calumniated.  Far  from  producing  strictures,  as  some  have 
pretended,  they  prevent  them.  They  are  a  prophylactic  means,  not  a  cause; 
for  it  Ib  with  them  that  we  cure  Menorrhagia  at  its  commencement,  and  we  all 
know  that  the  longer  blenorrhagia  lasts  the  greater  the  chance  of  producing  a 
etrictore."    P.  63. 

Aoxov  on  Strong  Injections — 1853.  ^'When  a  patient  is  suffering  fh>m  an 
old-etaoding  gleet,  I  do  not  lose  time  in  trying  over  agun  the  thousand  and 
one  possible  remedies,  but  employ  a  wax  bougie,  number  six  or  eight,  to  test 
tiie  condition  of  the  passage;  usually  a  more  or  less  irritable  surface  is  felt;  in 
oliwr  instances  there  is  incipient  stricture,  If  the  instrument  detects  an  irrita- 
lile,  unequal  eaiface,  I  inject  the  urethra  with  a  strong  solution  of  nitrate  of 
MlTor,  in  the  manner  and  after  the  precautions  already  described  under  the 
treatment  for  gonorriboea,  an4  together  with  this  I  order  capsules,  cubebs,  and 
eopabla  paste."    P.  b3. 

It  IB  to  be  remarked  that  Mr.  Carmichael  sets  out  by  giving  a  definition  of 
Um  true  Hunterian  chancre,  and  then  points  out  the  pseudo-syphilitic  affections 
IttRering  frt>m  it;  whereas  Ricord  confounds  all  the  forms  of  ulcers  on  the  geni- 
tals togetiier  with  the  Hunterian  chancre;  and  his  pupil,  Acton,  pursues  much 
the  SMse  course.  An  analysis  of  the  oases  given  by  Carmichael,  in  his  work, 
as  well  as  tiioee  given  by  Ricord  and  Acton  in  their  writings,  will  show  that 
the  same  treatment  was  adopted  by  the  latter  which  the  former  found  success- 
fill  in  1812  and  1813.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  high-sounding  and  grandiloquent 
names  oaed  by  Ricord,  when  literally  rendered  in  plain  English,  will  corre- 
•pood  to  the  definitions  elegantly  and  lucidly  given  by  Mr.  Carmichael.  Acton 
gifes  Rieoid  the  credit  of  being  the  first  to  describe  the  urethral  chancre,  but 
if  ke  leftn  to  Professor  Colics'  work  he  will  find  that  this  eminent  surgeon  was 
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aware  of  its  existence  previoas  to  1837.*  I  caimot  help  remaridng  that  Bieord 
appears  to  be  ignorant  of  Mr.  Garmichaers  researches.  I  trost  I  wiU  be 
excused  for  entering  into  these  particulars  by  the  senior  members  of  the  pro- 
fession, my  anxiety  being  to  show  the  younger  members  that,  notwithstanding 
it  is  the  custom  to  charge  American  authors  (although  very  unjustly)  witli 
borrowing  from  and  imitating  the  French,  yet  I  unhesitatingly  assert  that  the 
French  and  English  are  in  the  habit  of  borrowing  from  the  Irish,  without 
making  a  suitable  acknowledgment,  as  is  exemplified  in  the  present  case. 

Perhaps  I  may  be  criticised  for  stating  Ricord  does  not  mention  Mr.  Ganni- 
chael's  name  in  his  work.  If  merely  inserting  his  name  amongst  a  host  of 
French,  English,  and  German  authors  in  an  introductory  letter  to  the  editor  in 
chief  of  the  '*  Union  Medicate y  in  1851,"  can  be  considered  an  acknowledguent 
of  Mr.  Garmichael's  observations,  I  must  confess  that  I  am  one  of  thoae  who  iIih- 
ply  recognize  in  it  a  characteristic  French  compliment. 

83  White  Street,  Ist  January,  1858. 

*  Of  late  years,  notwithstanding  that  Dr.  Hunter  asserts  to  the  contrary,  I  am  oonfldent  ihai 
I  have  seen  cases  of  chancres  seated  altc^ether  in  the  urethra;  such  cases  have  been  fireqLa«Bt(y 
mistaken  for  mild  gonorrhoea,  and  have  been  for  weeks  treated  as  such;  in  some  of  these  cam, 
the  surgeon  has  not  been  apprised  of  his  mistake  until  the  ulceration  has  aotuafly  laid  opea  th« 
fore  part  of  the  urethra,  or  has  extended  forward  to  its  orifice  so  as  to  become  visible.-»)Sv  j^ 
98  qf  2>r.  CpUet'  Wcrk^  already  r^errtd  to. 

SELEOTIOISrS. 

FOUNDLINa  HOSPITALa 

The  editor  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Dr. 
Bryan,  says:  The  matter  of  foundling  or  infant  hospitals  we  had  oc- 
casion to  examine  into  in  1838-39,  by  appointment  of  the  Preston 
Retreat  of  this  city.  We  were  commissioned  by  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers, nnder  the  direction  of  a  Committee  of  the  College  of  Physicians, 
(Drs.  Meigs,  Roan,  Huston  and  Gebhard,)  to  visit  all  the  lying-in 
hospitals  of  Europe,  and  report  on  their  condition  and  connections  in 
every  way.  The  Foundling  Hospital  we  found  to  be  an  invariable 
accompaniment  in  all  the  great  cities  of  the  Continent,  especially  in 
Italy.  The  cities  of  Milan,  Florence,  Rome,  and  Naples  have  large 
Foundling  Hospitals  connected  with  the  Lying-in  Hospitals.  As 
good  Lying-in  Hospitals  are  still  much  wanted  in  this  country,  we 
take  the  following  extract  from  a  report  made  by  us  to  the  Board 
and  College  of  Physicians  on  the  subject: 

'*  My  stay  in  Rome  was  much  protracted  by  the  delay  necessary  to 
obtaining  information  relative  to  a  fine  institution  there,  termed  St. 
Rocco.    After  writing  to  the  proper  officers  of  State  through  our 
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GaHBl,  and  having  seyeral  interviews  with  the  Secretary  of  State, 
tke  Gudmal  who  presides  over  the  institution,  &c.,  I  succeeded  in  ob- 
tnuDg  a  letter  from  the  former,  giving  a  full  account  of  the  hospital. 
He,  lK>weTer,  stated  that  the  rules  of  the  house  did  not  permit  any 
poNQ  to  visit  the  interior.  This  letter  I  have  translated  from  the 
ItifiMi;  it  is  as  follows: 

"'An  account  of  the  regulations  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  Rocco, 
Sone. 

'"The  Hospital  of  St.  Rocco  is  of  ancient  origin,  but  in  its  first 
fooidation  was  designed  to  receiye  without  distinction  all  kinds  of 
dMies.    And  in  this  hospital  most  of  the  diseased  in  the  part  of 
the  dty  near  the  Repetta  gate,  were  admitted.    But  having  obsenr. 
Mthat  the  commodious  building  of  XI Y  century  was  too  small  for 
all  the  medical  and  surgical  diseases,  Cardinal  Ant.  Maria  Salviati,  at 
Ue  own  expense,  gave  to  the  house  a  new  form,  and  enlarged  it  so  as 
to  leoeive  parturient  females;  the  other  diseases  being  received  at  the 
MBe  time.    But  under  the  Ponificate  of  Clement  XIY,  through  the 
inilneDce  of  Sig.  Riminaldi,  a  law  was  obtained,  commencing  with 
Sqdices  preces  quas  dilectus  Alices.     Joannes  Maria  Riminaldus, 
Ae.,  by  which  the  hospital  became  exclusively  a  lying-in  establish- 
ment   The  regulations  of  the  institution  at  the  present  time  are  sub- 
stutially  as  follows: 

"'  Ist  Parturient  females  are  received  without  distinction;  without 
question  as  to  name  or  quality,  or  anything  else,  except  whether  they 
be  pregnant  and  near  child-birth. 

*^*%d.  The  pr^nant  may  be  admitted  at  a  very  early  period  of 
tlieir  pregnancy;  but  in  this  case,  unless  they  are  poor,  or  some  other 
drcomstance  occur  to  make  it  gratis,  they  pay  a  fee,  according  to 
the  treatment  they  desire.  The  lowest  price  paid  is  $2,40  per  month. 
Having  made  this  a  point,  they  may  conceal  their  names,  residence, 
condition,  &c. 

" '  3d.  The  most  rigorous  secrecy  is  observed  with  regard  to  the 
patient  and  the  deposit.  The  registry  of  the  hospital  contains  only  the 
Bomber  of  each  one  who  enters  and  departs;  and  only  in  case  of 
death  is  it  known  who  the  defunct  is.  The  Pio  Luogo  is  not  subject 
to  ftoy  criminal  or  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction. 

*' '  4th.  Admission  is  not  allowed  to  either  male  or  female — ^to  re- 
lations or  strangers — to  laity  or  clergy,  or  to  those  of  any  other  title. 
The  only  persons  admitted  are  the  physician  or  surgeon,  the  mid- 
wifie^  and  the  servants  of  the  institntion. 
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"  *  5th.  Those  who  pay  or  those  who  do  not,  may  have  thdor  fiMWi 
veiled  so  as  not  to  be  seen  either  by  the  physieian  or  t^e  servuHi; 
so  great  are  the  precautions  permitted  in  favor  of  secrecy,  and  of  Ike 
most  strict  s€dimon,  l%e  unfortimate  children,  after  suitable  pck- 
cautions,  are  transferred  to  the  Foundling  Hospital,  which  ia  a 
separate'  establishment. 

'' '  The  mother  may  affix  to  the  infant  any  distinclive  m^k  tiiatshe 
chooses,  by  which,  if  circumstances  favor  her,  she  may  recover  h«r 
child,  after  she  has  left  the  hospital,  even  for  a  length  of  time.  This 
measure,  which  at  first  8%ht  may  seem  to  be  an  absurd  one,  k  tbe 
result  of  wisdom  and  experience,  and  has  been  productive  of  the  btiit 
effects. 

'' '  Under  a  different  arrangement,  we  should  either  have  to  n^jeet 
the  present  and  best  system  of  receiving  every  pregnant  female,  who 
offers  herself,  without  her  being  asked  any  questions,  or  it  would  be 
necessary  to  consign  the  children  to  those  applying  for  them. 

'< '  Besides,  the  aMlity  to  preserve  the  strictest  incognito,  induces 
the  party  to  seek  the  dielter  of  the  hospital,  and  removes  the  caoses 
of  infanticide. 

'''Many  would  be  alarmed  f<Mr  the  ftiture,  if  the  rules  were  difilr- 
ent  from  those  now  in  force. 

" '  If,  again,  the  child  were  consigned  regularly  to  the  aj^licaat 
for  it,  many,  in  order  to  conceal  the  fruits  of  illegitimate  love,  in  blind- 
ly yielding  to  the  first  impulses  of  maternal  love,  and  not  aware  of  the 
difficulties  which  they  would  encounter  after  leaving  the  hoq»ltaI, 
might  take  away  the  offspring,  and  be  afterwards  induced  to  abandon 
them  or  destroy  them. 

" '  Were,  however,  the  present  plan  of  not  asking  any  questioas 
whatever,  to  be  replaced  by  that  of  mining  minute  inquiries,  it  would 
be  found  that  the  greater  number  of  the  inmates  of  the  ho^ital  woldd 
declare  themselves  to  have  been  married,  and  would  feel  themsdves 
obliged  to  take  their  children  away  with  them. 

" '  The  rules  of  the  hospital,  therefore,  are  such  that  they  aid  tbe 
unfortunate,  shield  their  honor  and  that  of  their  families,  without  do- 
ing violence  to  the  natural  feelings  of  modesty  and  timidity. 

" '  Experience  has  confirmed  this  truth,  and  to  its  operation  must 
be  attributed  the  infrequenoy  of  infantidde  among  us. 

" '  6th.  The  inmates,  after  confinement^  may  leave  the  hosfntal  as 
soon  as  they  are  in  a  fit  state  to  do  ao;  and  at  hours  in  which  they 
will  be  least  exposed  to  observarticBf  taking  with  l^m  soek  cMhes 
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and  under  snch  precantions  as  may  be  necessary.  The  locality  of  the 
bcMptnl  is  favorable  to  this  object,  as  the  gate  does  not  open  on  a 
aain  street,  bnt  into  a  court  with  two  outlets — one  on  the  via 
Repetta,  which  is  more  of  a  thoroughfare;  the  other  on  a  small  unin- 
habited square,  which  leads  to  streets  little  frequented. 

"'To  the  hospital  are  attached  a  physician,  an  obstetrical  surgeon, 
two  midwiyes  and  other  attendants  who  are  under  the  direction  of  a 
prIorefliL  The  gOTemment  of  the  Pio  Luooo  resides  in  a  body  composed 
of  a  residing  prelate,  a  priest,  and  a  knight  of  known  probity,  under 
ike  title  of  a  deputy.' 
" Such  are  the  regulations  of  this  hospital;  and  they  are  much  the 
as  those  of  many  others  in  Italy." 


■mm-* 


[Tke  Mowing  reply  to  the  late  slanderous  assault  upon  us  in  the 
cohmms  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  has  at  length 
Iwea  extorted  from  the  editprs  of  that  weekly:] 

LETTER  FROM  DR  REESR 

We  have  received  a  letter  from  Dr.  Reese,  complaining  that  the 
ottiftet  from  his  commnnidatioa,  which  we  printed  in  our  last  number, 
tenet  give  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  his  relations  to  Dr.  McClin- 
todL  In  order,  therefore,  to  prevent  any  farther  misunderstanding 
in  the  matter,  we  print  Dr.  Reese's  letter  entire. 

"HiSBBS.  EnrroRS — I  find,  in  your  last  number,  p.  430,  that  I  am 
Mcond  of  professional  misdemeanors  of  grave  character,  and  this,  too, 
fan  otherwise  kindly  notice  of  my  Report  in  the  recent  volume  of 
the  Transactions  of  our  National  Association. 

"I  claim  the  privilege,  through  your  own  pages,  to  say  to  your 
mden,  that  the  statement,  charging  me  with  'defending  the  derdic- 
tieo  of  Dr.  McClintock,'  and '  lending  myself  to  the  support  of  quackery, 
or  the  defence  of  its  followers,'  is  regarded  by  me,  and  hereby  declared, 
to  be  grossly  libellous,  and  false. 

"So far  from  'defending' the  dereliction  of  Dr.  McClintock,  the 
piges  of  the  American  Medical  Gazette  will  prove  that  I  was  the  first 
to  condemn  and  denounce  it  on  its  first  inception,  though  he  had  been 
tfll  then  my  friend.  And  on  his  exclusion  from  the  Association,  which 
I  htd  predicted,  my  Journal  sustained  that  action  as  a  just  and  neces- 
aiiy  penalty  for  such  a  prostitution  of  the  profession.  Does  this  look 
So  a '  defence  or  support  of  qnackery  or  its  followers  ?' 
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"  Sach  an  accusation  against  any  man  of  my  age  in  tile  profefskni 
is  simply  absnrd,  bat  when  brought  against  one  so  well  known  at 
home  and  abroad  as  having  spent  my  whole  life  in  tmcompromifllBg 
war  upon  every  phase  of  quackery,  it  merits  the  title  of  calumny,  and 
betrays  a  motive  which  I  forbear  to  characterize. 

''  The  fact  upon  which  this  foul  charge  is  based  is  simply  this: 
During  the  last  year,  I  received  a  letter  from  a  distinguished  profes- 
sional brother,  officially  related  to  the  civic  government  of  Philadel- 
phia, submitting  the  following  question,  viz.: 

**  'Are  you  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  professional  edncatkm 
and  experience  of  Dr.  James  McGlintock,  to  express  your  opinion  of 
his  capability  to  take  the  medical  charge  of  our  Almshouse  HospitalP 

**  Having  already  learned,  by  authority,  that  Dr.  McGlintock  had 
abandoned  nostrum  vending,  and  had  returned  to  the  practice  of  the 
legitimate  profession,  I  replied,  that '  his  medical  training  and  oppor- 
tunities as  a  teacher  and  practitioner,  for  many  years,  in  my  opinion^ 
made  him  capable  of  filling  the  place  in  question.' 

*'  Similar  letters,  it  seems,  were  sent  to  other  medical  men,  firom 
whom  similar  answers  were  received,  no  one  of  whom  ever  dreamed 
that  he  was  '  defending  quackery,'  for  the  condition  precedent  in  every 
case  was  his  utter  abandonment  of  quackery  I  Whereupon,  it  appears, 
he  received  and  retains  the  appointment  from  the  city  authorities  of 
Philadelphia. 

"  Here  is  '  the  head  and  front  of  my  offending.'  My  personal  rela- 
tions to  the  family  of  Dr.  McGlintock,  and  my  former  friendship  for 
himself,  constrained  me  to  reply  to  the  letter  asking  my  opinion  of  his 
medical  acquirements,  trtUf,  as  I  did.  And  if  this  merits  the  'ever- 
lasting reproach,'  cast  upon  me  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Swgical 
Journal^  then  I  have  lived  in  vain.  I  only  ask  that  your  readers  who 
know  me  may  have  my  remonstrance  in  the  same  channel;  and  that 
those  who  do  not  know  me  may  learn  my  denial,  and  repudiation  of 
the  allegations,  in  fact  and  in  form. 

Yours  aggrieved,  D.  Merbdith  Rbese, 

Edit0r  of  the  American  Medical  Oaztite,*' 
New  York,  JDec.  2Bthy  1857. 


[From  the  Med.  Thnei  and  Geaette.] 

Chronio  Pleurisy  with  EfEtudon— Thoraoenteais. 

An  instructive  case  of  chronic  effusion  into  the  pleural  sac  is  at 
present  under  Dr.  Jeaffbsson's  care,  in  St.  Bartholomew's.  The 
man  is  aged  about  55,  and  was  in  tolerable  health,  when  an  iUnesi, 
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duoBCterized  by  the  symptoms  of  sub-acate  pleurisy,  first  occurred. 
Thk  was  about  five  months  from  the  present  time.    He  was  admitted 
•boat  ux  weeks  ago,  Dr.  Martin  being  then  on  duty.    The  left  chest 
was  found  to  be  full  of  fluid,  though  not  very  greatly  distended,  the 
heart  not  being  displaced.    Puncture  of  the  chest  was  performed  by 
Mr.  Goote  at  Dr.  Martin's  request,  and  upwards  of  two  pints  of  clear 
senim  eyacuated.    Dr.  Jeaffreson  has  since  pursued  a  diuretic  and 
nereorial  plan  of  treatment,  but  without  as  yet  any  effect  hi  procuring 
the  absorption  of  the  remaining  fluid.    The  man  has  suffered  but  little 
in  general  health,  and  has  been  allowed  to  be  up  and  about  the  ward. 
The  non-absorption  of  the  effusion  has  suggested  to  his  attendants 
whether  there  may  not  possibly  be  some  mechanical  cause  for  it,  in 
the  thvpe  of  a  malignant  tumor  or  aneurism.     Against  such  a  sup- 
poiitioo,  however,  is  the  man's  account  of  a  pleuritic  seizure  in  the 
first  instance,  and  after  all  it  is  not  so  rare  for  absorption  to  be  exceed- 
ingly tardy  in  similar  cases.    There  is  at  present  an  almost  parallel 
one  under  Dr.  Risdon  Bennett's  care,  in  St.  Thomas's.    In  it  a  man 
of  abont  45  has  had  the  left  chest  just  full  for  about  three  months,  six 
weeks  of  which  time  has  been  spent  in  the  hospital.    Mercurials  have 
been  cantionsly  but  fully  used,  as  well  as  squills,  broom,  and  other 
esteemed  diuretics.    No  effect  on  the  fluid  has,  however,  as  yet  been 
piodnoed.    The  man  is  kept  in  bed,  and  suffers  remarkably  little 
inooQTenience.    Drs.  Barker  and  Bennett  met  in  consultation  three 
weeks  ago  as  to  whether  the  chest  ought  to  be  relieved  by  puncture, 
bat  were  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  better  not  to  interfere.    A  few 
weeks  ago  we  also  saw  a  case  of  like  nature,  only  in  a  much  younger 
■object,  under  Dr.  Barlow's  care,  in  Guy's.    In  it  absorption  was  just 
con^lete,  and  the  boy  was  about  to  leave  the  hospital.    Dr.  Barlow 
obserred  that  his  faith  in  the  usefulness  of  thoracentesis  had  very 
mch  waned  of  late.    The  majority  of  cases  in  which  it  was  adopted 
▼oold,  he  believed,  do  equally  well  without  it. 


Amerloan  Qnaoks  in  London. 

Since  the  adventure  of  Dr.  Fell,  several  American  Quacks  have 

tfrived  in    England,  evidently  impressed  with    a    belief  in    our 

extreme  gullibility.    We  cannot  deny  that  one  'cute  Yankee  has  made 

t  good  harvest  amongst  our  simple  ones,  but  do  not  think  the  process 

will  he  soon  repeated. 

"  Pudet  hsec  opprobrla  nobis 

Et  did  potoisse  et  non  potoisse  reFEux" 
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One  of  these'  newly-arriyed  men  styles  himself  Dr.  Watsoti,  of  ttie 
*'  Reformed  Medical  College/'  United  States,  and  is  now  distribntilig 
a  pamphlet,  entitled  *^  Remarks  on  the  Rational  Treatment  of  Spoff- 
matorrhoBa,  and  its  Concomitant  Complaints,  b  j  means  of  the' Amerieaa 
Curative  Instrument,"  price  £S  38.  in  silver.  This  precious  proditt^ 
tion  is  the  very  type  of  unblushing  impudence,  ignorance  and  qnaekeryi 
Persons  are  cautioned  against  ''a^^lyingto  country  praclitioners,  who 
too  often  not  only  protract  the  cure  to  a  longer  period  than  nebessaiy^ 
but  not  unfirequently  permanently  damage  the  constitution  of  the  pa- 
tient by  improper  treatment."  Such  assurance  is  almost  sublime:  ttie 
wolf  cautioning  the  sheep  against  their  shepherd.  All  the  artifioea 
which  the  vulpine  nature  of  quackery  can  sugge^  are  brought  iat6 
play:  garbled  extracts  falsely  applied;  the  deceptive  use  of  phrases 
apparently  applied  to  the  great  and  good. Dr.  Watson;  the  lieeon^ 
ceialed,  the  lie  suggested,  and  the  lie  declared.  The  system  is  coAi- 
pleted  by  the  institution^  of  a  "Philanthropic  Society  of  GPratefiDl 
Patients"  of  Dr.  Watson,  cured  of  "great  nervousness,  debility, 
exhaustion  of  the  system,  groundless  fears,  thoughts  of  melancholy, 
and  directed  by  Providence  (sic)  to  that  gentlbman."  A  "  Reverend^ 
H.  Williams,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  of  the  committee,  traBt- 
mits  a  copy,  gratis,  to  thousands  of  people  through  the  post — ^and  so 
the  sham  is  completed.  As  this  abominable  quack  courts  pubMdtjr, 
we  accord  it  to  him.  He  seeks  a  recognition  of  his  services,  and  will 
receive  it  in  the  indignation  of  our  readers. — London  Lamcet. 


On  the  PhyBioloear  of  th^  Hdtnah  Bar. 
By  W.  Kbamkr,  of  B^lin. 

Our  knowledge  of  the  physiology  of  the  auditory  apparatus  is  stiH 
very  incomplete,  partly  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  experimenting 
on  the  organs  of  hearing,  and  partly  on  account  of  ihe  imperfection  of 
the  science  of  acoustics.  We  are  happy,  therrfbre,  to  record  the  re- 
sults of  the  investigations  of  Dr.  Kramer,  (Deutsche  Klinik,  1855,) 
whose  vast  experience  in  the  treatment  of  aural  affections  is  univer- 
sally known.  In  reviewing  the  researches  of  his  predecessors,  this 
author  points  out  the  impossibility  of  determining  what  takes  place 
in  the  living  ear  from  experinients  on  inert  matter.  His  own 
experiments  have  been  made  upon  the  ear  itself,  in  the  healthy  and 
diseased  states.  It  would  be  out  of  the  question  for  us  to  reproduce 
the  details  of  these  experiments;  we  must  be  satisfied  with  the  au- 
thor's conclusions: 
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I  Tbe  cartilage  of  the  ear  conducts  more  than  a  third  of  the  sono- 
rous waves  which  reach  the  membrana  tympani. 

i  The  concha  is  the  most  important  part  of  the  auricular  cartilage. 

3.  The  cartilage  of  the  ear,  in  its  natural  position,  simply  receives 
lod  conducts  the  sonorous  vibrations  to  the  auditory  passage. 

i.  The  cavity  of  the  auditory  passage  transmits  about  500  times  as 
maoy  undulations  as  the  solid  parts  enclosing  it. 

5.  Tbe  curvatures  of  the  meatus  and  the  cerumen  have  no  influence 
OQ  the  sonorous  vibrations. 

6.  These  arrangements  serve  to  protect  the  canal  and  the  mem- 
bnoa  tympani  from  external  agents. 

I.  The  membrana  tympani  transmits  the  sonorous  undulations  in 
doe  quantity  and  quality  only  while  its  structure  is  normal. 

8.  The  membrana  tympani  also  serves  as  a  protection  to  the  drum. 

9.  The  ossicula  have  but  little  agency  in  transmitting  the  vibrations 
of  members  of  the  membrana  tympani  to  the  labyrinth.  Their  o£Bce 
k  rather  to  support  the  membrane  between  two  strata  of  air. 

10.  The  membrane  of  the  fenestra  rotunda  is  designed  especially  to 
tnnsmit  to  the  labyrinth  the  vibrations  of  the  tympanal  cavity. 

II.  The  mastoid  cells  are  of  trifling  acoustic  importance. 

12.  The  Eustachian  canal  is  an  open  tube.  (Dr.  Toynbee  had  an- 
mmnced  a  contrary  opinion.) 

13.  Through  this  tube  the  air  of  the  tympanum  is  renewed,  and  t^e 
sero-mocous  secretion  of  that  cavity  eliminated, 

U.  Hearing  is  not  entirely  destroyed  by  the  absence  of  the  fenestra 
rotunda  and  the  loss  of  the  liquor  cotunnii. — Montreal  Med.  Chron, 


[From  the  Brit,  and  For.  Medieo-Chimrgieal  Review.] 

On  Bleeding  from  the  Ear  as  a  Consequence  of  Injury  done 

to  the  Chin. 

By M.  HoBTAN.    (Archives  G^a^rales,  cinqui^me  s^rie,  tome  viii ,  pp.  653-654.) 

Bleeding  from  the  ear  as  a  consequence  of  contre-coup  has  been  ac- 
cepted by  surgeons  as  an  almost  certain  indication  of  fracture  of  the 
^  of  the  cranium.  M.  Morvan  has,  however,  met  with  two  cases 
io  which  Injury  to  the  chin  gave  rise  to  this  phenomenon.  The  sub- 
Joel  of  the  first  of  these  was  a  robust  lad,  five  years  of  age,  who  had 
ire  or  nx  hours  before  the  author's  arrival  fallen  on  his  face  on  the 
ptfement,  from  a  height  of  several  feet.  Immediately  after  the  fall 
*  large  flow  of  blood  took  place  from  the  right  ear,  this  being  contin- 
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ned,  when  M.  Morvan  saw  biniy  only  in  occasional  drops,  in  wl^ich 
condition  it  lasted  for  three  days  longer.  No  fracture  or  dislocation 
of  the  jaw  could  be  detected,  and  the  membrana  tympani  was  not 
ruptured.  The  child  suffered  much  from  pain  in  front  of  the  right 
ear,  from  attempts  at  deglutition,  and  from  any  movement  of  the  jaw. 
In  the  second  case,  a  very  strong  man,  aged  forty-seven,  received  a 
kick  from  a  horse  on  the  chin,  which  almost  deprived  him  of  conscioos- 
nesSy  and  gave  rise  to  an  abundant  jet  of  blood  from  the  right  ear.  . 
No  fracture  or  dislocation  could  be  found,  but  deglutition  was  exces- 
sively difficult.  Prompt  depletion  dissipated  the  cerebral  symptoms, 
and  all  went  on  well,  a  considerable  amount  of  deafness  remaining  in 
the  right  ear.    The  membrana  tympani  was  uninjured. 

On  searching,  the  author  has  been  able  to  find  only  three  analogous 
cases,  and  these  only  meagerly  detailed,  making  thus,  with  his  own, 
five  cases.  In  three  of  these  the  blow  on  the  chin  resulted  from  a  fall, 
and  in  two  was  produced  by  a  kick  from  a  horse.  In  three,  the 
bleeding  took  place  from  one  ear,  and  in  two  from  both  ears.  In 
the  author's  cases  the  force  acted  obliquely,  and  the  bleeding  occurred 
on  the  opposite  side  to  that  of  the  point  of  contact.  When  bleeding 
has  occurred  from  both  ears,  the  blow  has  been  central.  In  one  only 
of  the  five  cases  did  fracture  of  the  jaw  occur.  In  order  to  produce 
bleeding  by  this  form  of  contre-coup,  it  is  probably  necessary  that  the 
shock  should  be  entirely  transmitted  to  the  articulation  of  the  jaw, 
while,  when  fracture  takes  place,  its  force  is  usually  exhausted  in  the 
production  of  the  lesion  of  the  bone. 

In  the  three  cases  in  which  the  point  has  been  noted,  the  difficulty 
of  deglutition  and  mastication  has  been  excessive  at  first,  and  has 
continued  for  a  long  period;  and  M.  Morvan  suggests  that  the  lesion 
which  gives  rise  to  this  symptom,  as  well  as  the  bleeding  from  the  ear, 
is  a  fracture  across  the  glenoid  cavity,  which  explains  the  occurrence 
of  the  abundant  hemorrhage,  the  membrana  tympani  remaining  en- 
tire. Some  experiments  he  has  ipade  in  the  dead  body,  by  inflicting 
blows  upon  the  chin,  have  failed  to  produce  this  form  of  fracture,  but 
have  induced  fracture  of  the  base.  Thus  no  doubt  can  exist  that  this 
description  of  contre-coup  may  also  produce  fracture  of  the  ba^e,  with 
bleeding  from  the  ear,  and  rupture  of  the  membrana  tympani;  but 
when  we  meet  with  such  bleeding  as  a  consequence  of  violence  done 
to  the  chin,  i^d  without  rupture  of  the  membrane,  the  haemorrhage 
may  be  regarded  as  a  far  less  dangerous  symptom. 
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A  Case  of  FObroua  Tmnor  of  the  XTtenis,  aocompanied  with  Bxoeaaive 
HsBmorrliage,  succeflwliilly  treated  by  EacoiBion. 

Bj  B.  FoRDTCB  BiJKKEB)  M.D.,  Professor  of  Midwifery  and  Diseases  of  Women 
and  Children  in  the  New  York  Medical  College,  Physician  to 

Belle vue  Hospital,  etc.    1857. 

This  is  an  extraordinary  case,  and  its  snccessfal  issue  a  triumph  of 

American  obstetric  surgery.    The  patient  had  for  nearly  a  year  been 

under  the  medical  care  of  the  celebrated  Trousseau,  of  Paris.    Her 

ease  had  been  carefully  examined  in  a  consultation  consisting  of 

Trousseau,  Yelpean  and  !N61ation,  and  the  result  announced  to  her 

ind  Dr.  Smith,  her  physician  in  ordinary,  that  the  hemorrhages  were 

dne  to  a  non-pediculated,  fibrous  tumor  of  the  uterus,  which  was  not 

BQSceptible  of  removal  by  an  operation.    She  returned  to  the  United 

States  and  placed  herself  under  the  medical  care  of  Professor  Barker, 

of  New  York.    The  haemorrhage  continuing  in  defiance  of  all  the 

means  used,  and  it  being  apparent  to  all  that  unless  the  tumor  was 

lemoTed  she  must  die.  Dr.  Barker,  notwithstanding  the  operation  was 

regarded  impracticable  by  the  great  Yelpean  and  his  distinguished 

otmtemporaries  Trousseau  and  Nelatoo,  determined  to  make  the  effort. 

On  the  23d  of  February,  1857,  the  patient  was  brought  fully  under 

the  ioflnence  of  chloroform,  and  Dr.  Barker  proceeded  to  dissect  the 

tumor  from  the  tissues  of  the  uterus.    Not  a  table-spoonful  of  blood 

was  lost  by  the  operation.    The  patient  entirely  recovered.     General 

Taylor,  in  a  letter  from  the  field  of  Buena  Vista  after  the  battle,  said 

he  thought  the  people  of  the  United  States  ought  to  award  some 

credit  to  his  army  for  its  bearing  in  that  action.    We  think  the 

obBtetric  surgeons  of  the  United  States  will  award  great  credit  to  Dr. 

Barker  for  this  triumph. — Nashville  Medical  Journal, 


■«-^*< 


DR  McCLINTOCK— THS  JOURNALS. 

Oar  readers  are  aware  that  some  time  since  Dr.  James  McClintock, 
of  Philadelphia,  who  had  formerly  held  a  very  respectable  position  in 
the  profession,  haying  been  professor  for  a  while  in  one  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia schools,  sold  himself  to  some  medicine  mongers  for  a  time, 
for  which  he  received  $5,000. 

After  a  time,  Dr.  McGlintock  became  satisfied  that  he  had  sinned. 
He  repented,  wi.  published  in  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Journal  an 
accpuQt  of  the  nostrums  that  had  been  got  up  under  his  direction. 
Sshsequentlj  to  thin,  a  vacancy  in  the  oflke  of  Chief  Resident  Physi- 
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clan  at  the  Blockley  Hospital  occurred,  and  Dr.  McClintock  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  place.  At  this  pretty  mach  all  the  editors  of  the 
medical  journals  and  the  various  medical  societies  took  exceptions. 

The  N,  A.  Medico- Chirurgical  Review ^  and  the  American  Journal 
of  Medical  Sciences^  are  eloquent  in  their  denunciation  of  the  Board 
that  appointed  Dr.  McClintock  to  the  place. 

What  now  are  the  points  in  this  case,  and  what  is  the  rale  of  ae* 
tion  with  reference  to  such  offences? 

Dr.  McC.  sinned — disgraced  himself  and  family,  if  you  please.  Bat 
he  has  repented  of  his  sins,  and  published  to  the  world  the  evidence 
thereof.  Yet,  notwithstanding  this,  the  journals  are  still  down  <m 
him.  They  are  for  proscribing  him  forever  from  the  profession;  for 
not  taking  his  repentance  in  any  way  into  the  account. 

We  would  like  to  know  how  these  gentlemen,  \vho  we  understand 
are  "  believers/*  reconcile  their  course  in  this  case  with  the  following: 

"  Take  heed  to  yourselves:  If  thy  brother  trespass  against  thee, 
rebuke  him;  and  if  he  repent ,  forgive  him.  And  if  he  trespass  against 
thee  seven  times  in  a  day,  and  seven  times  in  a  day  turn  unto  thee, 
saying,  I  repent,  thou  shall  forgive  him." — Luke,  chap,  xvii,  3-4  veb. 
— Ohio  Med,  Journal, 


Extract  from  a  recent  Address  hy  Pr.  Martin,  of  Roxbury,  Mass., 
ON  MEDICAL  DELUSIONa 

I  Strongly  desired,  and  intended,  from  a  sense  of  duty,  to  hare 
made  this  day  some  extended  remarks  on  the  anomalous  relation  of 
the  physicians  of  Massachusetts  to  the  practitioners  of  homoeopathy, 
principally  growing  out  of  their  common  membership  in  our  Society, 
and  the  fact  that  some  men,  nominally  of  us,  are  false,  and  trim  their 
sails  to  catch  the  breath  of  popularity  and  emolument  from  all  points 
of  the  compass;  men  who  think  that  "there  is  good  in  everything," 
practice  "  both  ways"  if  it  can  be  done  so  on  the  sly — nay,  even  con- 
sult with  an  homceopathist  now  and  then,  snl  rosa,  especially  when 
there  is  a  good  consultation  fee  involved,  and  by  these  paltry  devices 
gain  with  the  unthinking  a  reputation  for  liberality,  and  the  profitable 
esteem  of  our  enemies.  Such  men  I  should  like  to  have  spoken  of, 
and  stigmatized  as  they  deserve,  had  my  leisure  and  your  time  permit- 
ted; for  a  bold  though  imperfect  utterance  of  truth  and  honest 
conviction,  is  preferable  to  a  dumb,  assenting  submission  to  error. 

I  should  like  to  urge  that  all  the  ezceses  of  eminent  physicians  for 
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homcBopathy  were  made  on  the  sapposition  that  its  practitioners  were 
honest,  and  do  not  in  any  way  apply  to  the  chailatans  who  *'  practice 
both  ways,"  who  vilify  rational  remedies,  and  still  constantly  use 
tiiem;  I  should  like  to  urge  that  these  men  are  dishonest — that  they 
are  charlatans  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  and,  notwithstanding  their 
somewhat  better  coats,  and  wealthier  patients,  should  be  branded  as 
sach,  just  as  decidedly  and  fearlessly  as  quacks  of  lower  degree.    I 
believe  the  system  to  be  dishonest,  and  that  the  credulous  few  who 
practice  it  honestly  should  not  save  the  Sodom  of  those  who  do  not, 
from  the  imputation  they  merit.     I  regret  my  inability  to  enter  into 
this  subject  as  I  had  proposed,  for  much  has  yet  to  be  written  and 
done  to  rescue  the  profession  in  Massachusetts  from  the  false  position 
in  which  it  has  been  placed  in  this  matter.     I  believe  that  in  the  in- 
fect support  which  homoeopathy  has  received  from  the  profession  in 
Boston — in  its  practitioners  having  been  allowed  to  remain  in,  and  to 
be  newly  admitted  to  our  Medical  Society — ^in  the  consultations  which, 
Mder  various  flimsy  pretexts,  regular  physicians  of  eminence  have 
held  with  them — ^in  the  occasional  use  and  toleration  of  some  of  their 
preposterous  remedies  and  prophylactics,  their  arnica  water  and  bella- 
donna dilutions — are  to  be  found  the  principal  reasons  that  Boston  is 
a  centre  and  stronghold  of  this  heresy.    But,  be  that  as  it  may,  I, 
for  one,  desire  the  entire  and  unmistakable  separation  of  homcBopa- 
ftists  from  our  body,  and  earnestly  pray  that  it  may  yet  be  fully 
onderstood  that  true  men  cannot  serve  God  and  Mammon;  cannot, 
voder  one  hood,  carry  two  faces,  and  practice  two  medical  systems 
hmg  nothing  in  common. 

If  anything  I  may  have  this  day  said  shall  tend  in  any  way  or  de- 
gree  toward  defining  the  practitioners  of  homoeopathy  as  a  distinct 
CMte  from  us — a  caste  welcome  to  what  of  popularity  and  pelf  it  may 
acquire,  but  apart  entirely  from  us,  and  having  nothing  professionally 
io  common  with  us — I  shall  be  well  pleased.  There  is  nothing  to  be 
g&ined  by  temporizing  with  these  votaries,  at  the  best,  of  what  we 
koow  to  be  error;  there  is  no  good  reason  why  there  should  be  ex- 
tended to  them  a  forbearance  that  is  firmly  withheld  from  less  fashion- 
^le  visionaries.  Enemies  they  are  to  us — ^let  it  be  fully  understood 
ttat  they  are  so,  and  that  their  proper  place  is  without  our  walls,  and 
not  within  them.  Inside  our  fortress  they  are  ungenial  companions 
tod  disturbers  of  our  peace;  and  outside  their  enmity  is  less  to  be 
dreaded.  Let  no  man  fear  that  the  foundations  of  that  fortress,  laid 
^«  liaee  by  our  great  master,  broad  and  deep,  in  truth  and  reason, 
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will  ever  crnmble,  or  that  of  the  "vast  courses''  laid  upon  them  by 
the  great  men  who  have  succeeded  him,  one  stone  shall  lose  its  sharp- 
defined  outline,  or  be  started  from  its  place  by  the  assaults  of  folly, 
however  furious.  Though  clouds  may  temporarily  obscure  its  towers 
from  the  eyes  of  the  people,  they  will  be  ever  visible  to  us;  though 
foggy  night  must  sometimes  envelop  them,  the  fog  and  night  will  vainst 
certainly  clear  away,  and  the  fabric,  strong  and  glorious  as  ever,  hall 
the  morning  sun,  and,  kindling  in  its  blaze, 

''  Shine  all  radiance  o'er  the  scattered  fleet 
Of  gulls  and  boobies  brainless  at  its  feet." 


^  ^■•■^ » 


A  SERMON  PREACHED  BEFORE  R07ALT7. 

By  Her  Majesty's  command  a  sermon  jJi-eached  before  the  Court  in 
the  parish  Church  of  Crathie,  on  the  11th  October,  has  just  been 
published.  The  author  is  Dr.  Robert  Lee,  the  Professor  of  Biblical 
Criticism  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh;  and  the  subject  is — "  What 
Christianity  teaches  respecting  the  Body."  Dr.  Lee  shows  that  the 
care  of  the  body  is  declared  in  the  Bible  to  be  a  Christian  duty,  and 
that  the  manner  in  which  this  care  is  to  be  bestowed  is  taught  by 
God,  in  the  uniformity  and  constancy  of  the  laws  of  nature.  By 
violating  these  laws  an  enormous  amount  of  misery  and  premature 
death  are  occasioned.  "  It  is  reckoned,"  says  Dr.  Lee,  that  one  hun- 
dred thousand  persons  die  annually  in  England  of  preventible  diseases. 
In  the  same  proportion,  more  than  a  million  and  a  quarter  must  die 
annually  from  the  same  causes  in  Europe.  Probably  not  fewer  than 
four  hundred  thousand  mien  were  killed  during  the  late  Russian  war. 
But  during  the  same  period  ten  times  as  many  died  in  Earope  alone 
from  preventible  diseases.  The  slaughter  of  four  millions  of  persons 
daring  three  years,  in  a  war  against  the  laws  of  Health!  So  appal- 
ling a  fact  is  surely  deserving  the  earnest  attention,  not  only  (^ 
governors,  politicians,  and  philanthropists,  but  of  all  men  who  profess 
Christianity,  and  especially  of  those  who  are  appointed  to  teach  it; 
because  the  laws  of  health,  through  disobedience  to  which  such 
multitudes  perish,  are  Ood's  laws,  for  he  not  only  ordained  them,  but 
he  executes  them  impartially  and  universally,  before  our  eyes  and 
upon  ourselves."  Facts  leading  to  similar  conclusions,  but  of  a  more 
encouraging  character,  are  then  briefly  presented.  Reference  is  made 
to  the  increased  duration  of  human  life  in  this  country  within  the 
present  century,  as  shown  by  the  statistics  of  life  insarance  companies. 
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This  greater  longevity  of  modem  times  is  pointed  out,  not  to  depend 
npoQ  a  capriciousness  in  the  ways  of  Providence,  but  on  the  commu- 
mty's  better  acquaintance  with,  and  observance  of,  the  laws  which 
determine  the  preservation  of  the  body.    Allusion  is  made  to  certain 
features  in  the  history  of  the  last  visitation  of  this  country  by  cholera. 
Towns,  and  even  tenements,  were  exempted  in  proportion  to  their  com- 
pliance with  the  requirements  of  the  laws  of  health.     One  of  the 
arguments  by  which  Dr.  Lee  supports  his  proposition  that  the  care  of 
the  body  is  a  religious  duty,  is  the  fact  that  a  great  part  of  the  law 
wWch  God  gave,  through  Moses  to  the  people  of  Israel,  was  in  reality 
a  sanitary  code.    The  preacher  then  pursues  his  argument  under  the 
Christian  dispensation. 


« ^  ♦' 


New  Forceps  for  Removing  Superior  Maxilla. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  New  York  Medical  and  Surgical  Soci- 
ety, Dr.  Gharled  Isaacs  exhibited  a  pair  of  forceps  which  he  had 
contrived  to  facilitate  the  removal  of  the  superior  maxilla.  The  in- 
strument is  a  right-angled  cutting  forceps,  and  is  used  in  the  following 
ttnoer: 

After  removing  a  central  and  a  lateral  incisor,  an  incision  is  made 
hidwards  through  the  mucous  membrane,  crossing  the  hard  palatiB  si 
Httk  to  the  left  of  the  median  line,  as  far  as  the  junction  of  the  palate 
plate  of  the  upper  maxilla  with  the  palatine  bon^.  Here  the  bone  is 
peribrated  by  a  triangular  punch  with  cutting  edges,  and  through  this 
^mg  is  passed  into  the  nasal  cavity  a  small  straight  saw,  which  is 
DMide  to  cut  its  way  outward  to  the  alveolar  process,  thus  severing  the 
connection  between  the  palate  plates  of  the  two  bones.  The  superior 
nwixilla  is  then  notched  vertically  by  a  small  straight  saw,  near  its 
jnnction  with  the  malar  bone,  where  it  is  divided  by  a  single  cut  of  the 
fight-angled  forceps.  The  soft  parts  having  been  separated  from  the 
bor  of  the  orbit,  the  nasal  process  of  the  superior  maxilla  and  the  con- 
nection of  its  orbital  plate  with  the  ethmoid  are  then  severed  by  a 
■Wght-cutting  forceps.  One  blade  of  the  right-angled  forceps  bMng 
ttten  introduced  into  the  nostril  and  the  other  into  the  mouth,  the  hard 
pdate  is  divided  at  the  left  of  the  median  line  by  a  single  clip.  One 
■ore  cut  of  the  right-angled  forceps  separates  the  upper  jaw  from  its 
attachment  to  the  palatine  bone,  near  the  pterygoid  process  of  the 
i/imMBL    The  hand  or  a  duck-billed  forcep^  g;rasping  the  maxilla. 
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thus  severed  from  its  connections,  removes  that  bone  and  completes 
the  operation. 

Tieman  makes  the  instrument  and  sells  it  under  the  name  of  Isaacs' 
right-angled  forceps. — Amer,  Jour,  of  Dental  Sciences, 


•  ^ 


Be'vrare  of  Green  Floiincea 

We  have  always  been  aware  that  a  certain  "  killing"  power  is  gen- 
erally conceded  to  young  ladies'  eyes.  It  appears  that  their  dress  too 
may  possess  the  same  property  without  a  metaphor.  In  a  recent 
French  chemical  journal,  a  member  of  fhe  Council  of  Salubrity  informs 
the  public  that  a  lady  having  purchased  some  green  gauze  for  a  ball 
dress,  sent  it  to  be  made  up,  but  that  five  of  the  seamstresses  employ- 
ed on  it  were  taken  ill  during  the  progress  of  the  work.  Samples  of 
the  gauze  being  sent  to  M.  Payen,  the  chemist,  it  was  discovered  that 
the  gauze  in  question  received  its  delicate  tint  from  Schweinfurtb 
green,  a  pigment  composed  of  arsenite  and  acetate  of  copper.  This 
does  not  adhere  firmly  to  the  material,  so  that  the  people  who  made 
that  beautiful  fabric,  the  shopman  who  sold  it,  and  the  women  who 
made  it  up,  all  laid  themselves  liable  to  disease,  if  not  to  death,  by 
the  incautious  handling  of  it. 

It  is  not  the  most  agreeable  sensation  in  the  world,  when  you  are 
whirling  your  lovely  partner  through  the  mazes  of  the  waltz,  or  pilot- 
ing her  through  the  billowy  motions  of  the  cotillion,  that  all  the  while, 
in  return  for  your  attentions,  her  animated  and  graceful  motions  maj 
be  whirling  arsenical  dust  up  your  nostrils.  We  cannot  be  too  hard 
upon  the  unconscious  Brinvilliers,  but,  nevertheless,  to  all  gay  young 
men  we  repeat  the  friendly  warning,  "  beware  of  green  flounces?^ — 
AfMT,  Jowr,  of  Dental  Sciences, 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

DE.  MoCORACAC'S  THEORY  OF  CONStTMPTION. 

Dr.  Reese — Dear  Sir:  When  a  new  and  exclusive  theory  is  pro- 
pounded by  so  distinguished  a  physician  as  Dr.  McGormack,  and  on 
so  important  a  subject  as  tubercular  disease,  it  must  be  expected  that 
such  theory  will  be  carefully  scrutinized;  to  see  whether  it  will  stand 
the  test  of  observation  and  experiment,  and  especially  so  when  that 
theory  is  an  exclusive  one,  which,  if  adopted,  sweeps  away  most  of 
the  received  opinions  in  regard  to  the  question,  and  which,  if  trae, 
most  lead  to  the  most  momentous  results.    Such  a  discovery  as  this 
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claims  to  be,  casts  that  of  Jenner  into  the  shade,  and  eclipses  the 
most  brilliant  medical  revelations  yet  made  to  the  world.  If,  indeed, 
it  be  true,  as  claimed  by  Dr.  McC,  that  "  air  is  the  antidote  to  tuber- 
cles/' and  the  only  antidote,  then  it  is  not  too  much  to  believe  that 
the  value  of  human  life  will,  at  least,  be  doubled,  as  soon  as  the  dis- 
covery is  made  generally  known. 

It  may  be,  and  probably  is  true,  as  the  doctor  intimates,  that  I  am 
"fum  avenu"  which  I  interpret  not  "up  to  the  times;"  and  also  that 
my  hastily-written  communication  was  a  **cramhe  recocta  of  old  trrors;^^ 
but  if  the  first  be  true  I  am  in  excellent  company,  and  as  to  the  last, 
I  might  truly  retort  that  Dr.  McC's  theory  is  only  a  rehash  of  one 
which  has  repeatedly  been  brought  forward  and  as  often  exploded. 
In  proof  of  this  I  need  only  refer  to  the  writings  of  Booerhaave,* 
Morton,  and  other  old  writers  on  this  disease.    The  notion  that  tu- 
bercle and  scrofula  find  their  origin  exclusively  in  impure  air,  is  nearly 
as  old  as  the  age  of  Hippocrates;  it  was  one  of  those  generalizations 
which  could  not  stand,  when  brought  to  the  test  of  careful  and  ex- 
tended observation.    To  adopt  it,  we  must  not  only  reject  well-known 
and  admitted  facts,  but  also  those  rules  of  logic  which  are  essential 
in  the  investigation  of  truth.    Doubtless  there  is  great  difficulty  in 
nedidne  in  tracing  effects  to  their  true  causes,  and  causes  to  their 
true  effects;  the  difficulty  being  increased  by  the  same  cause  appear- 
ing in  different  instances,  to  produce  different  diseases,  or  no  disease 
at  all,  and  many  different  causes  producing  the  same  disease;  yet  I 
apprehend  there  is  no  such  difficulty  in  the  present  instance,  where 
we  have  only  to  find  a  single  case  where  the  supposed  cause  was  ab- 
sent, to  nullify  the  theory,  and  many  such  are  constantly  occurring. 

I  stated  in  my  former  communication  that  Dr.  McCormac's  theory 
was  based  on  a  false  assumption,  viz.,  that  the  lungs  are  the  chief 
organs  of  excretion  for  the  matters  which  go  to  form  tuberculous  de- 
P<Kit8,  and  therefore  could  not  stand.  The  assertion  is  now  repeated, 
that  "tubercle  is  essentially  carbonaceous;  one-half  or  so  is  carbo- 
naceous; the  oxygen  and  hydrogen  are  referable  to  the  watery  ingre- 
dients; the  residual  nitrogen  also,  one  and  all,  are  lung  excretions, 

^Bomrhaave  says,  "  consumptioa  is  developed  with  most  facility  where  the 
air  U  damp  and  unfaTorable  to  free  perspiration,  causing  the  particles,  which 
iboald  be  thrown  oflf  by  that  operation,  to  collect  in  the  system." 

McCarmae  says,  "  when  the  same  atmosphere  is  breathed  again  and  again, 
ftewMte,  instead  of  being  excreted  or  sufficiently  excreted  by  the  lungs,  is  re- 
fdned  In  the  blood,  and  is  finally  deposited  under  the  form  of  tubercles." 

At  tbiorj  of  both  is  identical. 
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excrementitious  or  waste  and  disintegrated  tissues,"  &c.  Kow,  wfailo 
all  physiologists  admit  that,  together  with  water  and  carbonic  add; 
some  animal  matters,  (3  parts  in  1,000,)  the  exact  nature  of  which 
has  not  been  ascertained,  are  also  excreted  by  the  Itings,  yet  no  om 
contends,  so  far  as  I  know,  that  they  are  the  principal  organs  for  fhe 
excretion  of  the  "waste  and  disintegrated  tissues."  For  the  sepair»- 
tion  of  these  the  kidneys  are  believed  to  be  the  principal  outlets,  ^d 
their  function  is  not  materially  lessened  by  insufiScient  supplies  of  pure 
air.  All  the  elements  of  scrofulous  and  tuberculous  matter  are  fonbd 
in  healthy  blood,  as  salts  of  potash,  soda,  lime,  &c.,  albumen,  fibrin^ 
caseine,  &c. ;  so  that,  although  it  is  not  necessary  to  suppose  that  th^ 
blood  has  undergone  any  material  change  previous  to  the  formatioii 
or  deposition  of  tubercle,  yet  it  is  highly  probable,  if  not  demonstrth 
ble,  that  those  materials  have  been  increased  previous  to  their  abnor- 
mal  separation.  Indeed,  it  has  been  shown  by  Philip  and  others, 
that  when  these  materials  have  existed  in  more  than  normal  quatitity 
in  the  blood,  scrofulous  deposits  are  more  likely  to  occur;  still  it 
never  has  been  shown  that  a  want  of  pure  air  has  led  to  such  increase, 
or  must  necessarily  lead  to  such  a  result.  It  is  obvious  that  alimen- 
tation and  disease  are  the  two  principal  agents  by  which  changes  are 
wrought  in  the  constitution  of  the  blood;  if  the  functions  of  the  great 
secretory  and  excretory  organs,  the  kidneys,  liver  and  skin,  languishy 
the  blood  immediately  becomes  loaded  with  those  refuse  materials 
which  it  is  their  ofi&ce  to  eliminate;  or,  tf  the  alimentary  supplies  be 
insufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  system,  or  the  function  of  assimilation 
be  imperfectly  performed,  a  deterioration  of  the  blood  must  also  ne- 
cessarily happen.  Andral,  Qavanet  and  others  have  proved  by  ex- 
periment, what  had  been  assumed  d  priori,  that  the  fluid  constituents 
of  the  blood  undergo  great  changes  from  the  influence  of  the  food  as 
well  as  from  disease ;  that  enfeebling  agents  generally  diminish  the 
red  globules,  while  the  proportion  of  fibrin  is  increased.  If  Dr.  Me- 
C.  can  show  that  bad  food  does  not  produce  bad  chyle;  that  bad 
chyle  does  not  imperfectly  renew  the  blooii,  perverting  its  elements, 
and  causing  the  predominance  of  certain  principles  over  others,  so  as 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  tubercular  disease,  I  will  cheerfully  concede 
that  his  theory  may  possibly  be  true;  but  in  addition  to  this,  he  must 
also  show  that  the  imperfect  accomplishment  of  the  functions  of  de- 
puration does  not  also  lead  to  a  morbid  condition  of  the  circulating 
fluid,  before  I  can  become  fully  converted  ta  the  troths  of  his  hypot^* 
esis.    I  am  very  willing  to  admit  that  a  dlmiiitttic^  in  the  qiiaiiitity 
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of  carbonic  acid  gas  given  off  by  the  Inngs,  will  prodace  a  change  in 
the  composition  of  the  blood,  although  the  hepatic  function  is,  to  a 
certain  extent,  yicarious  to  that  of  the  former;    still,  it  mast  be 
Bhown  that  a  idmilar  diminntion  in  the  normal  secretions  of  the  skin, 
liter,  and  kidneys  do  not  necessitate  still  greater  changes  in  the  com- 
ponents of  the  blood,  before  the  profession  will  generally  consider  Dr. 
McCormac's  theory  as  established.    It,  indeed,  seems  to  me  quite  un- 
phikMopMcal,  not  to  say  absurd,  to  attach  so  much  importance  to  the 
ptdmonary  function  as  an  excretory  one,  and  none  at  all  to  that  of  the 
other  great  and  true  excretory  organs.    I  assume,  of  course,  that 
Berofolous  and  tubercular  matter  is  derived  directly  from  the  blood, 
befieviDg  that  there  are  sufiScient  facts,  now  established,  to  warrant 
snch  a  belief;  and  whether  the  deposit  be  the  result  of  secretion  or 
cleretion,  the  essence  and  causa^  sine  qua  non  of  the  disease,  is  doubt- 
left  the  accumulation  of  certain  morbid  materials  in  the  blood. 

With  regard  to  the  chemical  composition  of  scrofulous  and  tuber- 
cdoM  matter,  Prout  states  these  products  are  mainly  composed  of 
tRmmen,  incompletely  developed,  with  some  salts;  Thenard^  that  tu- 
bercle is  composed  of  6.9815  organic  animal  matter,  and  1.185  salts; 
i9M^ states  that  scrofulous  matter  contains  0.30  fibrin,  0.23  albumen, 
0.iT  gelatine,  0.27  water;  Gendrin  says  that  both  products  are  mix 
tens  of  albumen  with  excess  of  salts ;  Bredau  says  that  they  are  an 
elbiimmate  of  potash  or  soda,  with  a  little  fibrin,  and  phosphate  and 
«rbonate  of  lime;  Preuss  safs  that  there  is,  in  addition,  cholesterine 
ttd  caseum;  Bowdet  says  that  they  are  composed  of  albumen,  ca- 
^,  and  a  substance  analogous  to  fibrin,  certain  acids,  fatty  matter, 
ekolesterine  and  salts;  Gerber  states  that  tubercles  can  only  be  pro- 
^voed  from  exudations  abounding  in  albumen  and  poor  in  fibrin; 
^«frf  states  that  tubercle  is  a  proteine  compound ;  Scherer  states  that 
tebercle,  in  different  cases,  presents  a  different  composition,  but  the 
fcrmala  of  its  composition,  as  given  by  him,  (C  43,  H  35,  N  6,  0  13,) 
4ow8,  as  remarked  by  Dr.  Day,  the  learned  editor  of  Simon's  Ani- 
■ri  Chemistry,  that  ^^iuberck  may  he  regarded  as  proteine^  from  which 
fire  atoms  of  carbon,  one  of  hydrogen,  and  one  of  oxygen  have  been 
Wmofed."     {Animal  Chem,,  p.  657.)     Simon  thinks  that  "chemical 
ttaljBis  has  hitherto  thrown  very  little  light  on  the  nature  of  tuber- 
de,  or  on  the  mode  of  its  formation."    Bennett  states  that  tubercle 
consists  of  animal  matter,  with  certain  earthy  salts;  the  animal  mat- 
ter cootalning  a  large  amount  of  albumen^  whilst  fibrin  and  fat  exist 
fii'fsy  small  ^|aaatity;  he  also  remarks  that  very  little  difference  ex- 
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ists  between  the  matter  of  tubercle  and  other  compounds  of  proiek 
Warren  states  that  "the  principal  constituent  of  tubercle  is  albmnoi, 
as  shown  by  positive  analysis,  while  it  contains  but  little  fibria." 
RoHtansky  divides  tubercles  into  three  different  kinds:  simple-ftbrin* 
ous,  croupo-fibrinous,  and  albuminous.  Dr.  Williams  refers  tubereh 
'Ho  a  degraded  condition  of  the  nutritive  material,  from  which  old 
textures  are  removed  and  new  ones  formed;  and  differing  from  plas' 
ma^  not  so  much  in  kind,  as  in  degree  of  vitality  and  capacity  of 
organization."  These  authorities  may  suffice,  in  opposition  to  the 
statement  of  Dr.  McC,  that  **  tubercle  is  essentially  carbonaceous^  % 
statement  not  supported  by  a  single  name  of  any  weight.  They  mvf 
also  settle  the  question  whether  there  be  any  such  substance  as  pro- 
tdne,  so  positively  denied  by  our  author. 

Instead,  therefore,  of  ''no  other  theory  being  adequate  to  accooot 
for  the  phenomena,"  this  fails  in  the  most  important  point,  for  the 
matters  which  go  to  form  tubercle  are  not  the  natural  prodactf  of 
pulmonary  excretion.  Moreover,  the  liver  excretes  carbonaceous  ma- 
terials from  the  blood  as  well  as  the  lungs;  why,  then,  is  not  this  or- 
gan more  frequently  the  seat  of  tubercle?  I  deem  it  entirely  unne- 
cessary, in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  regarding  the  causes 
of  scrofula  and  tubercle,  to  adduce  facts  to  prove  that  a  deficient 
supply  of  air  is  not  "  the  one  and  only  cause  of  tubercle  in  every  form.'' 

With  regard  to  the  experiment  of  "immuring  healthy  rabbits  in 
boxes,  imperfectly  furnished  with  atmo^heric  air,"  it  is  evident  that 
other  causes  were  in  operation  besides  deficient  respiration.  No  mat- 
ter how  freely  they  may  be  supplied  with  air,  it  is  well  known  that 
monkeys  as  well  as  rabbits,  and  other  animals,  will,  under  such  unnat- 
ural confinement  and  want  of  exercise,  become  tuberculous.  Mr, 
Bakewell,  the  celebrated  agriculturalist,  remarks,  that  "sheep  driven 
into  a  pen  in  marshy  ground,  where  the  food  is  watery,  soon  become 
the  victims  of  tubercular  deposits."  "All  that  is  necessary,"  he  ob- 
serves, "to  produce  these  deposits,  is,  during  summer,  to  submerge  a 
meadow,  and  drive  the  sheep  into  it;  in  autumn,  without  this  submer- 
sion, the  same  animals  would  do  well  on  the  same  pastures."  If  Dr. 
McC.  will  vary  his  experiment,  and  confine  his  rabbits  in  a  damp, 
dark  cellar,  and  feed  them  with  watery  vegetable  food,  they  will  soon 
become  the  victims  of  tubercular  deposits,  however  abundantly  they 
may  be  supplied  with  air. 

But  I  have  no  desire  to  prolong  this  discussion,  nor  should  I  hare 
noticed  the  theory  in  question,  had  it  not  emanated  from  a  distingnisli- 
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ed  aource,  and  calculated,  if  adopted,  to  lead  to  mischievoas  conse- 
qnences.  I  give  the  author  dae  credit  for  his  zeal  and  enthnsiasm  in 
tte  cause  of  medical  science,  while  I  at  the  same  time  deprecate  a 
eondosioD  too  hastily  adopted,  and  a  generalization  based  on  a  very 
Borrey  of  the  facts  bearing  on  the  question. 

Charles  A.  Lee,  M.D. 


OT7R  PHILADELPHIA  CORRESPONDENT. 

No.  6. 
jhlprftitlnn    Trnf  BSbDowell— County  Sooiety— Blookley  HospitaL 

«  To  laugh  we  ynait  of  goodnesM  and  of  grace; 
And  to  b«  grava  exceeds  all  power  of  face."— For. 

Bear  Oazette — ^The  news  in  our  village  is  not  at  present  very  ex- 

dtbg.    The  courts  have  lately  had  a  few  cases  of  suits  for  mal- 

pmis,  which  practice  you  perhaps  know  is  somewhat  new  among  us, 

bit  evidently  on  the  increase.    We  are  following  in  the  lead  of  the 

Btw  England  States  and  of  New  York.    It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 

idttirable  expositions  of  your  surgeon  at  Buffalo  will  go  far  to  check 

tk  qpirit  throughout  the  country.     As  usual,  the  last  case  here  was 

ft  nrgical  one.    A  luxation  of  the  shoulder  downwards,  which  had 

beta  left  unreduced,  was  the  cause  of  complaint.    The  defence  was, 

ttfttthe  luxation  occurred  after  the  primary  injury,  the  patient  hav- 

i^been  at  a  fire,  &c.    The  jury  gave  a  verdict  of  about  $800  against 

the  defendant.    The  medical  men  gave  their  testimony  against  the 

Mndant  with  great  reluctance,  bench  warrants  being  necessary  to 

Uig  them  to  the  witness  stand.    This  spirit  was  brought  into  exist- 

ttee  some  years  ago  by  a  reckless  member  of  our  profession,  who  was 

*Hd  for  damages  for  neglect  in  the  treatment  of  a  diseased  eye,  per- 

^B  cataract.    His  strongest  and  best  friends  could  not  sustain  him 

h  Us  conduct,  and  the  jury  gave  a  verdict  for  $2,000.    This  has 

<i|K&ed  the  eyes  of  the  poor  patient  to  the  fact  that  they  can  demand 

Mt  Ofily  services  but  money  from  a  very  accommodating  profession. 

Our  County  Medical  Society  has  had  a  stormy  and  large  meeting 
iglin;  but  a  new  party  has  arisen,  and  pushed  many  of  the  members 
^f  fta  old  and  irresponsible  clique  off  their  easy  chairs,  to  learn  re- 
ptttance  at  leisure.  The  expelled  member  on  the  McC.  affair  sent 
h  ft  remonstrance,  and  requested  that  the  resolutions  of  expulsion  be 
cqwBged.  This  was  violently  opposed  by  the  member  of  Board  of 
Bntth  notoriety  without  effect,  and  the  whole  matter  was  re-referred 
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to  the  Board  of  Censors,  with  the  understanding  by  the  Society  that 
the  injustice  of  a  former  meeting  would  be  folly  repaired. 

There  is  great  activity,  as  you-  will  see  by  the  Journals,  among  tlie 
younger  portion  of  the  profession,  outside  of  the  County  Societyy  in 
medical  matters;  and  several  independent  associations  are  springiDg 
into  existence  to  the  advancement  of  medical  science. 

The  classes  in  the  schools  already  begin  their  annual  diminution. 
The  pressure  of  the  times  is  sending  the  first-course  students  home, 
leaving  only  the  candidates.  The  ''boys^  have  behaved  tolerably 
well  this  winter,  and  very  few  rows  or  disturbances  have  been  report- 
ed. We  had  a  visit  the  other  day  from  the  celebnskted  Prof.  Mc- 
Dowell, of  St.  Louis,  who  delivered  a  public  lecture  on  the  unity  of 
the  human  race,  to  a  mixed  audience,  consisting  chiefly, 'however,  of 
students.  The  sentiments  of  the  learned  lecturer  were  much  applaud- 
ed. He  advocated  the  plurality  of  origin  of  man  and  other  animi^ 
and  insisted  on  the  distinctions  of  races.  The  Southern  gentlemen 
applauded  him  highly.  We  saw  Dr.  McD.  here  many  years  ago,  de- 
livering a  course  of  lectures  on  anatomy;  he  was  then  young,  enthu- 
siastic and  fearless.  We  found  him  the  other  day  older  but  full  of 
spirit,  and  exhibiting  an  active  and  expressive  eloquence.  His  lec- 
ture was  well  attended  and  well  received. 

The  Philadelphia  or  Bryan  Jonrnal  is,  we  see,  still  publi^hipg  the 
reports  of  the  Blockley  Hospital.  The  Institution  a.ppears  to  be  in 
a  peaceable  and  flourishing  condition.  The  absence  of  public  teach- 
ing entails  the  absence  of  public  medical  quarrels  and  medical  bick- 
ering. The  assistants  appear  to  be  young  men  of  talent,  education 
and  indnstry,  and  fill  their  posts  under  the  chief  with  honor  to  them- 
selves and  credit  to  the  Institution. 

We  learn  that  the  marked  persecution  of  the  editor  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Med.  Sf  Surg,  Journal,  by  the  late  dominant  clique,  has  pro- 
duced a  strong  reaction  in  his  favor,  and  the  circnlation  of  the  Journal 
is  increased  as  well  as  the  popularity  of  the  editor  extended.  There 
is  a  principle  in  human  nature  which  will  come  to  the  rescue,  when 
men  are  mean  enough  to  deliberately  combine  to  oppress  others;  and 
they  will  support  the  right,  in  opposition  to  force  or  injnstice.  The 
County  Society,  at  least  this  dominant  clique,  which  appears  now  to 
be  thoroughly  floored,  has  always  feared  Bryan's  independent  spirit^ 
and  assumed,  in  reference  to  him,  aristocnatic  airs  and  pompous  man- 
ners. This  is  the  more  ridiculous,  when  it  is  known  that  many  of 
those  gentlemen  were  eitbajr  oiiginfdly  mechanicfl  or  sons  of  mechaa- 
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ia;  blacksmiths,  sboemakers,  carpenters,  bleeders,  apothecaries,  &c., 
&c^  are  fully  represented  by  these  aristocrats.  FuDoy,  is  it  not,  to 
talk  in  our  coantr;  and  profession  abont  aristocracy,  and  to  combine 
tc  oppren  others  with  that  as  the  watchword?  We  team  tbat  the 
domineering  cliqne  of  the  County  Society  had,  before  the  late  elec- 
tion, held  a  qniet  meeting,  and  placed  themselves  in  office,  on  commit- 
tei,  and  in  general  mannged  all  the  affairs  of  the  Medical  Associa- 
tJon  for  next  Uay.  Wtiat  a  disappointment.  Man  appoints  and 
]Mrtiea  (Appoint.  Tours  tmly,  Seneca. 

THE  IiAXB  DS.  F.  U.  JOHNSTON. 

i.  ^edtX  meetjng  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine  was 
Md  in  the  Chapel  of  the  UniTersity,  on  Saturday  afternoon,  for  the 
parpoie  of  paying  dne  honor  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Johnston. 

Dr.  Hott  presided,  and  Dr.  Heywood  officiated  as  Secretary.  Re- 
■ttks  eulogistic  of  the  personal  and  professional  character  of  the  de- 
Mied  were  made  by  Doctors  James  B..  Wood,  E.  L.  Beadle,  J.  M. 
fioitl),  and  others. 

The  following  resolnttons  offered  by  Dr.  John  Watson,  having  been 
idopted,  the  members  of  the  Academy  attended  the  fnneral  in  a  body. 
It  8L  Mark's  Chorch. 

Saolied,  That  this  Academy  receive  with  profound  sorrow  the 
uuntiDcement  of  the  death  of  their  esteemed  associate,  Dr.  F.  U. 
Moiton. 

Baalved,  That  in  the  death  of  Dr.  Johnston,  the  New  York  Acade- 
my of  Medicine  deplores  the  loss  of  one  of  its  most  distingnishcd  mem- 
Iwra,  an  ornament  alike  to  the  profession  and  to  the  eomraanity  in 
vhich  he  lived.  That  the  hospitals  and  other  medical  charities  of  this 
ci^,  in  the  oldest  of  which  he  bad  an  hereditary  interest,  and  in  the 
Hrvice  of  which  he  spent  many  of  hia  best  years,  hare,  in  common 
nth  oarselves,  eqnal  reason  to  lament  the  Ioeh  of  a  devoted  friend 
ud  able  coansellor;  a  physician  of  exalted  views,  of  generous  im- 

Elwi,  and  high  mor^  excellence.  Tbat  the  profession  and  the  pnb- 
will  Itmg  have  reason  to  regret  the  event  which  deprives  them  of 
oat  who,  for  medical  acquirements  and  practical  sagacity  in  the  in- 
TotigatJon  of  disease — for  self-sacrificing,  ever-watchfal  and  never- 
tiring  deTotion  to  his  duties,  or  from  success  in  the  management  of 
tin  tfek — baa  left  behind  him  no  superior;  of  one  who  has  long  held 
SB  coalted  podtion  aa  an  ezamplary  member  of  onr  noble  calling — a 
ner  of  the  healing  art,  whose  qniet,  nnobtrnsive,  amiable  de- 
mt,  whose  general,  nnrnffled  and  kindly  disposition,  whose  nn- 
dlndiflbrence  to  popular  applanse,  and  whose  winning,  hopeful 
IB  lit  the  lick-room,  liare  secored  to  him  the  esteem,  the  homage 
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and  admiration  of  all  who  knew  him ;  of  the  pablie  at  large,  to  whom,  in 
the  sphere  of  his  occupation,  he  was  a  daily  benefactor;  of  the  yoang* 
er  members  of  the  profession,  who  were  continaally  looking  up  to  hiiii 
for  encouragement,  for  guidance  and  assistance;  of  the  seniors  in  oar 
midst,  his  equals  in  years,  who  were  in  hourly  and  familiar  intercourse 
with  him  at  the  bedside. 

Jtesolvedf  That  it  be  in  the  order  of  business,  at  our  next  regular 
meeting,  to  assign  to  some  member  of  this  Academy  the  duty  of  pre- 
paring a  memorial  to  be  hereafter  read  before  us,  as  a  fitting  tribute 
of  respect  to  the  memory  of  our  lamented  associate,  setting  forth  \m 
life  and  labors,  his  personal  and  professional  characteristics,  and  fur- 
nishing a  permanent  and  reliable  record  of  his  influence  upon  the  opfti- 
ions  and  practice  of  the  medical  profession  in  this  community. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  condole  with  his  bereaved  family  in  the 
irreparable  affliction  that  has  befallen  them,  yet,  with  theih,  we  bow 
in  submission  to  the  hand  of  an  over-ruling  and  benign  Providence, 
reminding  them  at  the  same  time  that  they  are  not  left  wholly  discon- 
solate. The  memory  of  the  good  lives  after  them ;  and  their  children, 
following  in  their  footsteps,  can  look  with  confidence  to  more  than 
human  assistance  for  encouragement  and  support. 

Resolved,  That  this  Academy,  when  adjourned,  adjourn  to  attend  in 
a  body  the  funeral  of  our  deceased  associate,  wearing  the  usual  badge 
of  mourning. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  proceedings  be  furnished  to  the  family 
of  the  deceased,  and  that  they  be  made  public  through  the  medicfd 
periodicals,  as  well  as  through  the  daily  papers  of  this  city. 

New  York,  Jan,  9lh,  1858. 

EDITOR^S    T.ABLE. 

AMERICAN  MEDICAL  MONTHL7. 

Our  neighbors  having  enlarged  their  paper  by  adding  half  a  sheet 
to  each  number,  in  announcing  the  fact,  take  occasion  to  say  that 
*Uhe  other  journals  of  the  city  have  been  falling  off  in  their  circula- 
tion, while  theirs  is  undiminished,^' 

Of  what  ''other  journals"  they  speak  we  know  nothing,  but  the 
statement  is  untrue  in  relation  to  the  American  Medical  Oazettb. 
The  whole  number  of  stoppages  since  first  of  January,  at  home  and 
abroad,  has  been  seven,  while  our  new  subscribers  for  1858  number 
one  hundred  and  twenty-nim,  so  that  we  have  had  to  add  to  our  edition 
250  copies  since  the  December  number,  to  meet  the  daily  "  unpre- 
cedently  large"  increase  of  subscribers.  Our  terms  are  only  two  dol- 
lars per  annum  in  advance,  while  our  neighbors  demand  three,  which 
enables  them  to  afford  the  half  sheet  addition — an  increase  which  we 
intend  to  make  without  any  increase  of  price. 
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S&oold  cut  their  leaves,  before  attempting  to  read  any  article  in  the 

Oaeettb,  for  in  compliance  with  general  desire,  in  our  new  and  im- 
prored  series,  commencing  with  this  volume,  the  leaves  are  left  umcut 
for  the  convenience  of  binding. 

A  iilUpage  and  index  will  accompany  the  December  number  of  this 
year,  and  a  general  index  for  the  ten  volumes  will  accompany  our 
KCZT  tear's  issue. 

New  sabscribers  shoald  report  themselves,  by  remitting  two  dol- 
U8S,  in  advance.  Unless  otherwise  ordered,  they  will  receive  the 
Dombiers  for  1858,  from  January  inclusive. 

Surly  notice  is  necessary,  as  our  increase  has  nearly  consumed  the 
mrplns  of  onr  enlarged  edition  of  the  January  number. 

Oar  back  volumes  are  scarce,  a  few  only  remaining,  which  may  be 
ordered,  bound  and  lettered,  at  the  subscription  price,  $16  for  the 
dght  volnmes. 

The  recent  improvements  and  enlargement  of  the  Gazette  have 
gifen  general  satisfaction,  of  which  we  are  daily  receiving  evidence  by 
eoQgratulatory  letters. 

If  every  subscriber  will  send  us  one  more,  we  should  be  able  to  add 
16  pages  to  each  monthly  number,  adding  nearly  200  pages  to  our 
lODoal  volume  I 

H^  Who  will  try?  Three  Copies  will  be  sent  monthly  to  one 
iddress,  for  five  dollars,  free  of  postage,  for  the  entire  year,  or  seven 
copies  for  $10.  Postage  stamps,  or  the  notes  of  solvent  Banks  in  any 
leetioQ  of  the  country,  may  be  remitted  in  payment. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTa 

A  "  Philadelphia  correspondent"  will  excuse  us  from  advertising 
"tbatbook"  by  inserting  his  article.  We  do  not  doubt  the  fact 
Itated,  that  **  the  author  has  actually  paid  for  advertising  the  five 
ecBtions,  with  new  title  pages,  and  pages  of  stereotyped  puff's  of  the 
fress,  a  greater  amount  than  has  been  realized  by  the  entire  sale  of 
the  book  I"  But  cui  bono?  If  he  chooses  to  waste  his  money  in  keep- 
ing himself  and  his  book  before  the  public,  thus  seeking  to  obtain  caste, 
whj  hinder  him?  The  journals  and  newspapers  profit  by  the  ruse, 
oeept  those  which  refuse  to  commend  the  book  to  their  readers.  We 
|ftTe  it  soch  a  notice  as  it  deserved,  when  it  first  appeared,  and  there 
Wt  ItaTe  it.  If  either  of  its  bogus  editions  had  introduced  anything 
4thn  oev  <v  meritorions,  other  than  the  change  of  its  name,  we 
8 
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shoald  have  modified  oar  former  critique  accordingly.  Everything 
either  original  or  useful  in  the  medical  press,  finds  in  the  Gazette  its 
meed  of  just  praise,  irrespective  of  its  source,  for  our  criticisms  are 
wholly  impersonal,  and  nnparch&sable  by  either  publishers  or  authors, 
since  they  are  written  for  the  benefit  of  our  readers,  for  what  they  are 
worth.  _— 

POLICE  ST7ROEONS  AND  ASSISTANT  STTROEONa 

These  appointments,  so  long  pending  before  the  Metropolitan  Police 
Commissioners,  have  at  length  b^n  announced.  Dr.  Kennedy  has 
been  made  the  President  of  the  Board,  and  Dr.  Mott,  Jr.,  with  Dr. 
Ranney,  have  been  made  Surgeons,  at  a  salary  of  $1500  per  annum 
each.  Dr.  Kimbark  and  Dr.  Jones,  of  the  old  police,  have  been  re* 
tained,  but  the  old  "  Surgeon  GeneraP'  is  nowhere. 

Some  dozen  of  the  300  applicants  have  been  honored  with  the  ap* 
pointment  of  assistants  to  these  surgeons,  at  an  annual  salary  of  $800. 
All  are  put  on  the  list  of  patrolmen!  and  only  detailed  to  surgical  duty! 
Whereupon  one  of  them.  Dr.  John  H.  Griscom,  has  incontinently 
thrown  up  his  commission,  out  of  self-respect  and  his  regard  for  hii 
profession — a  course  which  is  highly  honorable  to  him,  and  one  for 
which  he  has  been  much  applauded  by  his  brethren. 

The  duties  of  these  gentlemen  as  defined  are  very  arduous,  and  if 
faithfully  performed,  will  require  their  whole  time  by  day  and  nighty 
in  view  of  which,  none  of  them  will  be  adequately  paid,  independent 
of  their  service  as  '*  patrolmen.''  We  hope  the  Commissioners  will 
not  insist  upon  their  wearing  the  police  uniform  with  its  stars  and 
stripes,  or  carrying  any  weapons  more  deadly  than  their  lancets  and 
scalpels.  We  would  recommend  that  they  be  all  cleanly  shaved;  for 
the  long  beards  and  moustaches  of  some  of  them  are  a  positive  dis- 
qualification for  the  duties  of  ''  patrolmen,"  and  should  be  a  bar  to 
their  being  "  detailed  for  surgical  duty,"  lest  these  hairy  gentle* 
men  be  mistaken  for  quacks,  who  have  adopted  this  designation  to 
conceal  their  physiognomy.     Verbum  sat. 

SPIRirUAL  PHOSPHORUS ! 

This  new  article  was  very  lately  introduced  into  a  "Spirit 
Circle"  in  this  city,  by  a  popular  "  medium"  of  the  feminine  gender, 
who,  according  to  the  programme,  emitted  light  and  heat  firom 
her  fingers,  when  thrust  into  a  pile  of  cold  and  dry  earth  heaped  on 
the  table.  Our  readers  will  understand  this  stale  trick,  by  which  the 
"  circle"  of  long-bearded  spiritualists  lUid  fancy  women  were  gollid. 
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Bat  a  Homoeopathic  neighbor  of  oars,  who  has  gone  into  this  other 
kindred  hambag,  not  being  able  to  5a  through  it,  undertook  to  ftd 
his  way  into  the  mystery,  but  so  awkwardly,  that  he  set  fire  to  some 
real  phosphorus,  which  the  medium  had  concealed  in  the  dirt,  by  the 
firiction  of  his  touch;  whereupon  he  burned  his  hands  so  severely  that 
be  was  fain  to  cry  out  under  the  infliction,  and  has  been  crippled  ever 
sioce,  despite  of  Arnica^  which  seems  to  have  no  virtue  against  this 
tjiritual  phosphorus. 

It  reminds  us  of  a  sermon  we  once  heard  by  a  venerated  clergyman 
of  the  new  church,  who  preached  on  Noah's  Ark  and  the  Deluge. 
After  dwelling  upon  the  ''  flood  of  evils  and  falses,"  as  he  defined  the 
deluge,  he  described  the  Ark  in  great  detail,  as  a  spiritual  allegory. 
After  the  sermon,  an  incredulous  sea-captain  who  was  present  sought 
ID  interview  with  his  reverence,  and  told  him  how  much  he  was  pleas- 
ed with  his  explanation  of  the  Ark,  its  wood,  its  doors,  its  windows, 
Ac,  all  of  which  bad  been  duly  spiritualized.  But  said  he,  **  Parson, 
there  was  one  thing  you  forgot,  for  we  read  that  the  Ark  was  pitc/ied 
within  and  without,  and  I  am  curious  to  know  what  sort  of  a  thing 
tfiritaal pitch  is?"  The  clergyman  was  at  his  wit's  end,  for  he  could 
not  impromptu  answer  the  query.  We  suppose  this  to  be  in  the  same 
category  with  spiritual  phosphorus,  with  which  our  Homceopathic 
neighbor  burned  his  fingers  so  cruelly.  He  has  our  commiseration, 
iK)t  oor  censures,  for  he  was  not  the  knave,  but  only  the  fool.  He 
•hoold  learn  never  to  touch  a  ''  medium"  in  crinoline,  save  with  the 
tonga.  

MEDICAL  ETHICS. 

Professor  S.  H.  Dickson  has  published,  in  the  Charleston  Medical 
Journal  and  Revieir,  **&  few  thoughts  on  some  vexed  questions  in 
medical  ethics,"  which  will  astonish  and  startle  his  numerous  friends, 
vho  have  been  accustomed  to  look  to  him  for  sound  and  consistent 
Opiaioiis,  especially  in  relation  to  what  has  been  called  the  morale  of 
the  profession. 

The  several  points  of  ethical  duty  upon  which  he  pronounces  his 
jodgment,  impersonally  are, 

Ist.  That  the  physicians  in  connection  with  the  Philadelphia  hos- 
pital were  bound  to  take  the  course  they  recently  did,  by  resigning 
tbeir  places,  on  the  appointment  of  one  who  had  **  committed  the  wnr 
pardonahU  offence  of  selling  formulas  or  recipes,  empirically  adapted 
to  the  enre  of  diseases,"  thus  refusing  to  receive  him  as  an  associate. 
And  he  ftddi,  that  in  such  case  ''  no  plea  of  repentance  and  cODtritioD, 
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no  promise  of  fatare  conduct,  can  be  of  any  avail.  The  purposes  of 
jninishmeni  must  be  sternly  carried  out,  by  the  unanimous  refusal  of 
all  the  reputable  members  of  our  body  to  consult  with  the  falkn  man, 
&c.,"  for  his  offence  is  "  unpardonable,"  now,  henceforth  arid  forever, 

2nd.  In  relation  to  the  appointment  of  any  *'  heterodox  or  schis- 
matical  teacher  or  pro/essor,  as  in  the  proposition  to  establish  a 
Horaceopathic  professorship  in  the  medical  department  of  the  Uoi- 
versity  of  Michigan,  Dr.  Dickson  utters  his  judgment  that  the  purpose 
of  the  Faculty  to  "  resign  their  chairs,  rather  than  accept  the  forced 
fellowship  of  so  equivocal  a  colleague,"  is  a  course  "  full  of  danger, 
and  threatening  seriously  evil  consequences;"  and  for  the  reason  that 
**  Laymen  will  accuse  us  of  evading  the  offer  of  a  fair  field  and  no 
favor,  and  of  doubting  our  own  ability  to  maintain  what  we  proclaim 
as  truth  and  reason." 

8rd.  By  like  reasoning.  Dr.  Dickson  maintains  that  should  the  pro* 
ject  of  appointing  Homoeopaths  to  the  hospitals  at  Chicago  and  New 
York  be  consummated,  such  a  **  cov joint  hospital  service  is  at  once 
saf^and  honorable,  and  indeed  promises  to  be  full  of  advantage,^'  on 
the  single  condition  that  there  be  ''  no  interchange  of  patients."  And 
he  even  hopes  that  the  physicians  concerned,  instead  of  resigning  in  a 
storm  of  indignation,  shall  pocket  the  insult,  and  accept  the  "  conjoint 
hospital  service"  with  Homoeopathy. 

4th.  Dr.  Dickson  next  protests  against  the  readiness  with  which 
physicians  sometimes  lend  themselves  in  aid  of  malicious  or  envious 
prosecutions  for  mal-practice;  and  especially  against  all  public  cen- 
sures upon  medical  opinions  given  before  courts  and  juries,  as  tending 
to  degrade  the  profession,  and  bring  brethren  into  contempt.  He 
fears  that  the  esprit  du  corps  is  dying  away  among  us. 

5th.  He  concludes  with  a  very  strong  condemnation  of  the  coarse 
pursued  by  a  physician  of  New  York,  in  the  recent  bogus  baby  case, 
and  adds,  ''  I  can  hardly  imagine  a  case  more  disreputable  to  a  mem- 
ber of  the  medical  profession." 

Upon  reviewing  these  ethical  opinions  of  Dr.  Dickson,  most  readers 
will  be  struck  with  their  apparent  and  palpable  inconsistency.  H« 
would  have  us  repudiate  a  nostrum  vender,  or  one  who  has  ever  been 
such,  secnla  seculorum;  refusing  to  associate  with  him  in  hospital  service. 
But  we  are  meekly  to  enter  into  **  conjoint"  relations  with  Homoeo- 
paths or  any  other  quacks,  and  even  hold  *'  conjoint"  professorships 
with  them  in  so-called  medical  colleges. 

This  reasoning  in  favor  of  these  monstrosities  woold  obliterate  tiie 
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lioe  of  demarcation  which  has  been  drawn  indelibly  by  the  American 
Medical  Association,  and  all  other  medical  societies  in  the  country 
which  are  worthy  the  name,  between  the  regular  profession  and  either 
Homoeopathia  or  any  other  exclusive  school  or  sect,  whether  old  or 
oew.  For  the  reasons  here  given  would  impel  us  to  enter  into  com- 
petition with  the  **  new  school,"  not  merely  in  hospitals  and  colleges, 
OD  terms  of  equality,  but  to  mingle  in  consultation,  and  associate  with 
them  in  ordinary  practice.  To  neither  can  the  profession  anywhere 
sabmit  without  degradation  and  dishonor. 

We  yield  to  none  in  our  respect  for  the  learned  author  of  this 
paper,  but  we  do  not  believe  either  medically  or  ecclesiastically  in  any 
"unpardonable  sin,"  though  pronounced  by  the  Pope  himself,  to  be 
beyond  repentance  and  reformation.  Quackery  of  every  form  is  a 
disease,  resembling  Small  Pox  in  one  particular,  and  this  is  true  of 
Hom(Bopathy  and  nostrum  vending  itself;  they  who  once  suffer  an  at- 
tack, and  get  well  over  it,  seldom  or  never  catch  it  again.  Hence 
these  apostates,  when  they  recant  and  reform,  should  be  welcomed 
back  to  orthodoxy,  but  not  until  reformation. 


NITW  70RK  ACADEMT  OF  MEDICINE. 

The  January  meeting  was  unusually  large,  over  a  hundred  members 
being  in  attendance,  it  being  the  period  when  the  oflScers  for  the  year 
are  chosen.  The  election  terminated  very  happily  in  the  selection  of 
the  following  gentlemen,  who  will  be  very  generally  satisfactory.  In 
each  case  the  choice  was  declared  to  be  unanimous.  The  appointment 
of  Orator  was  postponed  until  April,  at  the  instance  of  the  only  nomi- 
OM,  Professor  Alonzo  Clark,  who  would  have  been  chosen  by  accla- 
mation if  his  consent  could  have  been  obtained. 

Officers  fob  the  Year  1853. 

President ^Dx,  J.  P.  Batchelder. 

Vict  Presirienls — Drs.  C.  E.  Isaacs,  W.  H.  Van  Buren,  John  Wat- 
wn,  S.  Conant  Foster. 

Recf'rdin^  Secretary — Dr.  C.  P.  Heywood. 

Asnslant  Secretary — Dr.  P.  U.  Johnston. 

Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary — Dr.  S.  J.  Hubbard. 

Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary — Dr.  J.  W.  Green. 

Treasurer— Br.  J  0.  Pond. 

Librarian — Dr.  S.  Rotton. 

Trustees — Drs.  R.  S.  Kissam,  James  Anderson,  Galen  Carter,  B. 
Ogdeu,  J.  H.  Griscom,  E.  L.  Beadle,  W.  N.  Blakeman. 
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We  would  call  the  attention  of  onr  readers  to  the  extended 
paper  of  Dr.  O'Reilly,  with  which  we  introduce  this  number^  contain- 
ing as  it  does  a  yariety  of  important  clinical  and  practical  matter, 
together  with  original  views  on  several  topics  of  both  medical  and 
surgical  interest.  Its  length  should  not  be  an  objection  to  reading  it, 
including  the  critical  annotations  of  the  author,  which  are  appended. 
The  entire  article  will  amply  repay  perusal.  Dr.  O'R.  is  best  known 
among  us  as  a  surgeon,  because  of  his  skill  and  success  in  this  depart- 
ment; but,  as  will  be  seen  by  his  present  contribution,  he  is  no  spedali^, 
but  a  '**  general  practitioner,"  in  the  best  sense  of  that  designation* 
He  is  no  stranger  to  the  readers  of  the  Gaztlte^  and  scarcely  needs 
this  introduction.  

[For  the  AmericaD  Medical  Gazette.] 

Mr.  Editor — You  are  a  great  stickler  for  the  "regular  pro- 
fession," for  their  ** physical  diagnosis,"  and  "rational  treatment'' 
Like  the  man  in  Moliere's  play,  I  suppose  you  had  rather  die  stcwndum 
ariem,  than  get  well  by  quackery. 

But  I  have  lately  lost  my  best  earthly  friend,  after  only  a  few  days' 
illness,  and  strictly  under  the  care  of  the  "  regular  faculty,"  who  pro- 
nounced his  disease  **  inflammatory  rheumatism,"  which  was  after, 
wards  decided  to  have  "  attacked  the  heart,''  of  which  latter  he  died, 
as  all  the  regular  doctors  agreed.  But  on  opening  the  body,  it  was 
discovered  that  he  had  an  abscess  of  the  lungs,  entirely  unsuspected 
by  "  physical  diagnosis,"  and  now  after  he  is  dead,  we  are  told  that 
his  death  was  caused,  not  by  inflammatory  rheumatism  and  disease  of 
the  heart,  for  which  the  doctors  treated  him  "  scientifically,"  but  by 
absorption  of  pus  from  the  unsuspected  abscess,  whereby  poisoning  of 
the  blood  proved  fatal. 

Now,  what  have  you  to  say  in  defence  of  such  blundering? 

Query. 

[All  we  have  to  say  is,  that  if  the  facts  are  accurately  related,  of 
which  we  have  some  doubts,  the  case  and  its  result  was  a  very  nn- 
fortunate  one.  And  if  we  should  ever  be  conscious  of  such  a  blunder, 
we  would  forthwith  conclude  that  we  had  mistaken  our  vocation,  and 
announce  publicly  that  we  had  changed  our  line  of  business.  Possi* 
bly  we  might  turn  Homoeopath,  and  never  again  profess  to  know 
what  is  the  matter,  but  to  all  inquiries  as  to  the  nature  or  name  of 
the  disease,  reply  as  the  illustrious  Hahnemann  directs,  "  the  patient 
is  sick,  and  that  is  all  I  know  about  it."  This  evades  all  responsibility, 
and  is  a  "  specific"  against  being  detected  in  blunders.] 
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SXTRaiCAIi  IMPROVEBCENT. 

The  apparatus  for  fractured  thigh,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to 
Ac  ingenuity  and  skill  of  the  Doctors  Burge,  of  Court  Street,  Brook- 
Ijn,  is  described  in  their  advestisement  on  another  page.  It  has  been 
iotrodaced  into  the  Bellevue  and  New  York  Hospitals,  and  is  destin- 
ed to  become  the  universal  appliance  of  surgeons  in  public  and  private 
practice.  We  learn  that  in  the  case  of  the  Hon.  Judge  Duer,  of  this 
eitj,  its  adaptation  and  utility  have  been  tested,  and  gave  entire  satis- 
&etioD  to  the  surgeons  and  their  patient.  The  very  low  price  at 
which  it  is  furnished  complete,  will  enable  country  surgeons  to  supply 
themselves  readily,  and  thus  be  prepared  for  the  emergency  to  which 
tU  are  liable  to  be  called. 


THE  NEW  YORK  STATE  MEDICAL  SOCIET7. 

Delegates  to  the  annual  February  meeting  of  this  dignified  body  at 
Albany,  have  been  appointed  to  represent  our  County  Society  and 
the  New  Tork  Academy  of  Medicine.     A  full  meeting  is  expected. 


-DEATH  I.OVES  A  SHZNING  MARK." 

Died  on  the  7th  of  January,  at  his  residence  in  East  14th  Street, 
Francis  U.  Johnston,  M.D.,  of  this  city,  in  the  63d  year  of  his  age. 

In  the  decease  of  Dr.  Johnston,  the  medical  profession  are  bereaved 
of  one  who  has  long  been  an  honor  and  an  ornament  to  the  fraternity. 
He  has  long  and  until  recently  belonged  to  the  medical  staff  of  the 
N.  Y.  Hospital,  where  he  distinguished  himself  and  achieved  a  high 
repotation.     As  a  practitioner  there  are  few  men  who  have  enjoyed 
a  larger  or  more  lucrative  practice  in  this  city  and  its  vicinity,  and 
oooe  who  have  been  more  successful  in  acquiring  and  retaining  the 
confidence  of  the  profession  and  of  the  public.     Hence  his  counsel  has 
been  most  extensively  sought  by  his  brethren,  and  most  highly  esti- 
mated by  his  patients,  to  whom  he  has  been  the  "beloved physician." 
In  modesty,  quietness,  and  calm  self-possession.  Dr.  J.  was  an  ex- 
ample to  us  all.     In  his  ardent  love  for  his  profession,  and  his  utter 
abhorrence  of  empiricism  in  all  its  phases,  he  was  very  remarkable. 
While  in  the  ethics  of  the  profession  he  was  ever  a  model  man,  for  be 
was  "the  very  soul  of  honor;"  conscientious  and  upright  in  principle 
himself,  he  expected  of  all  his  brethren  similar  rectitude,  and  exacted 
it  of  all  whom  he  recognized  as  his  equals  in  the  profession. 

Hu  bereaved  family  and  friends  have  this  consolation,  that  be  died 
as  he  lived,  an  humble  and  devout  GbrLstian.     Peace  to  hia  memory. 
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CASTLETON  MEDICAL  COLLEOE. 

We  learn  that  this  school  is  rej a  venating  itself,  and  is  in  the  receipt 
of  considerable  additions  to  its  Museam,  lately  selected  in  Paris,  for 
the  illustration  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 

The  chair  of  Physiology  and  Pathology  has  been  filled  by  the  ap- 
pointment  of  Dr.  P.  D.  Bradford.  The  Spring  Course  opens  on  the 
last  Thursday  of  February.     See  advertisement. 


AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Eleventh  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  in  the  City  of  Washington,  on  Tuesday,  May  4,  185S. 

The  Secretaries  of  all  Societies  and  other  bodies  entitled  to  repre- 
sentation in  the  Association,  are  requested  to  forward  to  the  under- 
signed correct  lists  of  their  respective  delegations  as  soon  as  they  may 
be  appointed;  and  it  is  earnestly  desired  by  the  Committee  of  Ar- 
rangements that  the  appointments  be  made  at  as  early  a  period  as 
possible.  A.  J.  Semmes,  M.D., 

One  of  the  Secretaries  Am.  Med.  Asso.,  Washington,  X>.  C. 


CHEOPLASTIC  PROCESS 

This  is  an  improvement  in  Mechanical  Dentistry,  recently  introduc- 
ed by  Dr.  A.  A.  Blandy,  of  Baltimore,  Md  ,  which  is  highly  extolled 
by  many  of  the  most  eminent  members  of  the  profession,  in  a  pam- 
phlet vviiich  sets  forth  its  nature  and  claims,  and  defends  the  '*  four 
patents"  which  secure  the  "  rights  of  the  patentee."  This  last  fea- 
ture is  unfortunate  if  the  improvement  is  either  new  or  useful,  and  will 
detract  from  its  merits. 


THAT  PRINCE  OF  QUACEB, 

Who  calls  himself  Doctor  B.  Brandreth,  and  whom  the  people  ronnd 
about  Sivg  Sing  have  sent  to  the  State  Senate,  has  been  appropri- 
ately and  significantly  selected,  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the 
State,  as  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Medical  Societies, 
Colleges,  &c.,  for  the  duties  of  which  he  must  be  signally  qualified! 

That  sanitary  bill  of  Senator  Schell,  providing  that  some  regular 
and  graduated  physician  should  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Health 
Department  in  our  city  government,  will  doubtless  be  reported  on  by 
Dr.  Brandreth  1 

Our  State  Medical  Society,  about  to  meet  in  Albany,  will  be  placed 
at  his  mercy  for  the  publication  of  the  volume  of  their  Transactions. 
We  wibh  them  a  safe  deliverance. 

"  When  evil  men  bear  rule, 
A  private  station  is  the  post  of  honor." 
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Hie  coTer  of  this  number  contains  the  annooncement  of  Marsh  & 
Co.,  of  No.  3  Vesey  Street,  (Astor  House,)  who  are  prepared  to  sup- 
plj  the  profession  with  all  the  instruments  and  appliances  needed  in 
tins  department,  which  may  be  examined  on  an  extensive  scale  at  their 
establishment.  Their  variety  of  Trusses,  adapted  to  the  radical  cure 
ofall  the  forms  of  reducible  hernia;  their  instruments  for  the  treat- 
ment of  club  foot  and  other  deformities ;  their  bandages  and  support- 
ers for  varicose  veins,  and  other  maladies  calling  for  mechanical  pres- 
sure, &c.,  &c.,  are  well  worthy  of  inspection  by  medical  men.  Dr. 
Harsh,  a  surgeon  in  this  department  by  hereditary  descent,  and  rich 
b  the  experience  of  many  years,  devotes  himself  to  this  specialty,  in 
which  he  has  no  superior.  We  have  for  a  long  time  been  in  the 
habit  of  patronizing  his  establishment,  by  sending  patients  thither  for 
STerything  in  his  line,  and  entertain  a  high  opinion  of  his  ability  and 
skill,  having  witnessed  his  success  in  adapting  Trusses  to  the  radical 
care  of  hernia,  and  to  the  permanent  relief  of  those  complicated  cases 
which  do  not  admit  of  such  cure.  We  cordially  recommend  him  to 
the  profession. 


2INE  IJTERATITRIL 

The  press  of  our  country  has  done  signal  service  to  the  masses  of 
onr  popalation  by  furnishing  light  reading,  which  happily  blends  enter- 
tainment with  instruction,  without  the  demoralizing  influence  justly 
chargeable  upon  most  of  the  ephemeral  publications  of  the  times. 

The  Monthly  Magazine  of  the  Harpers,  the  National  Magazine, 
edited  by  Rev.  James  Floy,  D.D.,  of  New  York,  and  the  Ladies' 
Repository,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Clark,  of  Cincinnati,  are  examples  in  this 
aspect;  the  extensive  popularity  and  wide  circulation  of  which  afford 
M  omen  that  the  patronage  of  pernicious  literature  is  on  the  wane, 
bj  the  success  of  these  and  kindred  periodicals. 

If  their  conductors  would  scrupulously  guard  their  columns  from 
every  topic  in  politics  or  religion,  which  engenders  strife  between 
brethren,  and  admit  nothing  which  does  not  promote  "  peace  on  earth 
tod  good  will  to  men,"  our  magazine  literature  would  be  the  crowning 
glory  of  the  American  press. 

Prof.  Alexander  I^Uafis  has  resigned  his  chair  of  Chemistry  in  the 
Atlanta  Medical  College,  but  retains  his  professorship  in  the  Univer* 
sty  of  Of*orgia.  at  Au<rusta.  The  vacancy  thus  made  at  Atlanta,  if 
not  yet  filled,  bat  will  be  in  time  for  the  approaching  session. 

8efCralUook  Mtkei,  editorials  Ac,  inleoded  for  thit  uaaim^utUktJlg^lml^ 
IjroMitlta.   AS  wiil  ap|«air  ill  tte  lUr^  iiafflber. 
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Messrs.  Lindsay  &  Blakiston's  "  PbysiciaDs'  YisitiDg  List,  Dairy, 
and  Book  of  Engagements  for  1858/'  seems  by  its  popularity  and  suc- 
cess to  have  called  forth  namerous  imitations — one  in  Boston,  another 
in  Bnffalo,  and  a  third  is  announced  in  New  York;  bat  none  of  them 
are  as  good  as  the  original,  so  that  its  publishers  are  undisturbed  by 
the  competition,  and  their  book  has  obtained  a  wide  circulation,  and 
will  be  annually  in  increasing  demand. 


.A. 


RBOfiZPTB  for  1857-8f  for  Subscription  to  Chuwtto. 

Dr.  Mott,  Olliflfe,  Detmold,  Garrish,  T.  T.  Green,  Power,  Beale,  ^y8]op«.DeIl1lc  &  Co., 
Eager.  Sbarrock,  Cammaon,  Foster,  Rockwell,  Jackson,  Ward,  Morton,  McCleUra, 
Francis,  Allaber.  Boling,  Blatchford. Means,  T.  Greene,  Scammer,  Belebor,  White,  Poit, 
Bitter,  Belden,  Bailey,  Dewees,  Levings,  Powell.  MiUer,  Lapbam,  Pond,  Cox,  Donaj, 
Wooster.  Cairns,  Crane,  Bibbins,  Storer,  Pratt,  Westcott,  Sbermaa,  Hartt,  Maic^.llQn- 
knr,  Hamilton,  Henderson,  J.  A.  Allen,  Bennett,  G.  C.  M.  Roberts,  N.  AIlenT^ 

CONTENTS. 
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Literature.  121. 

AMERICAN  MEDICAL  GAZETTE  ADVERTISER. 


CLEVELAND  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

npHE  next  Annnal  Coarse  of  Leeturex  will  commence  on  the  first  WEDNESDAY  of  NOTEM' 


BER  next,  and  continne  sixteen  weeks 

Jf  B:r  Dklamater,  M.D  .  Prof,  of  Midwifery  and 
IMseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

T.  LAiNG  Cassels,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and 
Brttany. 

Pb>>ctor  Tbatkr,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy  and 
Physiology. 

H.  K.  CrsHiiTG,  M.  D.,  Adjunct  Professor  of 
Midwifery  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Chil- 
dren. 


Jared  p.  Kirtland,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  the  FHa* 
ciples  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Jacob  Dilaxater,  M.  D..  Prof,  of  Materia 
Medica,  Therapeutics,  Mid  Medical  Juriapm- 
dence. 

GuKtAT  C.  E.  WxRKR,  M.  D.,  Tnt  of  tte 
Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

JoHX  A.  KxGWLTOir,  M.D.,  IJemonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 


Provision  is  made  for  the  pror.ecuiion  of  Practical  Anatomy  on  the  most  liberal  terms. 

Surgical  and  Medical  Cliniques.  at  which  operations  are  performed  and  cases  prescribed  for 
and  lectured  upon  in  the  presence  of  the  cUuw,  every  week. 

FKB9->For  Lectures,  960;  Matriculation,  $5;  Graduation,  920.  Good  board  from  92  to  98  p«r 
week.    For  further  information  apply  to 

JOHN  DEI.A1IIATER,  M.D^ 

CupnajkMDf  Obo,  Jfoy,  1867.  JiMni  0t  $9m 
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ALBATTY  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 


TwofUl  GMusesof  Iteetaves  are  dell-viered  annually.    Tbe  Fall  Cootm  com- 
meBJom  ca  ibejbit  Tawdaj  in  September,  and  the  Spring  Coarse  on  tbe  third  Tuesday  in 
FAratiy.    Skeh  Coarse  ccmtinoing  sixteen  weeks.    D^^rees  are  conferred  at  tbe  close  of  each 


iion  lUsGB,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Saigery. 

lUBXc^ArSRicnr,  H.  D.,  Prof,  of  theTbeory 
lad  Pnetiee  of  lledieine. 

Jim  a  AiOBBT,  IL  D. ,  Professor  of  Anatomy 

Tmaua  Hcs,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  tbe  Institates  of 
Xadienie. 


Axes  Dkak,  Ewq.,  Prof,  of  Med.  Jnrisprudenee. 

HowjutD  Towxsso),  IL  D.,  Prof,  of  Materia 
Medica. 

Charles  H.  Pobtkr,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy. 

J.  y.  P.  QuAUKDriiU8H,M.D.,Prof.  of  Obstetrics. 


T$n  for  a  single  coarse,  $00;  for  two  eoarses  jiaid  in  advance,  $100.  Matriculation  fee,  $5 
Sndnation  fee,  $20. 

Ihterial  for  disseetioo  abundant,  and  famished  to  students  on  tbe  same  terms  as  in  New  York 
ad  Philadelphia.  Hospital  Tickets  free.  Opportunities  for  Clinical  instruction  are  believed  to 
te  0fpal  to  thoae  afforded  by  any  College  in  tbe  country .    Price  of  Board  from  $2,50  to  $3,60  per 

JOHN  y.  p.  QUACKJBNBUSH,  Registrar. 


UPflVERSITY  OF  NASHVILLE. 

Medical  Department.    Kewlon  1857-58— The  Seventh  Annual  Coarse  of  Lectures  in 
this  Institution  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  Sd  of  November  next,  and  eontinae  till 
Dm  ftrst  at  tbe  ensuing  March . 

JoBx  M.  Watson,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics  and  tbe 


Ttmis  R.  jBsnrwoB,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ana- 

tOBJ. 

J.  BBERnor  LcnKLsr,  M.  D.,  Chemistry  and 
Pkanoaey. 

C  K.  WcfCToir,  M.  D.,  Materia  Medica  and 
Ibdial  Jorisprudenee. 

A.  H .  BccBAXAN,  M.  D.,  Saxgical  Anatomy 
•ad  Physiology. 


Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Paul  F.  Evs,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Prin.  and  Prae.  of 
Surarery. 

W.  K.  Bowicfo,  M.  D.,  Institutes  and  Praetiee 
of  Medicine. 

WiLUAX  T.  Briggs,  M.  D.,  Adjunct  Professor 
and  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 


Hm  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  opened  for  students  on  the  first  Monday  of  October,  (the  5th.) 
A  Frdimimury  Qmrse  of  Lectures,  free  to  all  Students,  will  be  given  by  the  Professors,  com- 

Bttdog  also  on  tbe  first  Monday  of  October. 
Tbe  Tennessee  State  Hospital,  under  the  direction  of  tbe  Faculty,  is  open  to  the  Class  free  of 

dttfK*. 

A  Cfiniqae  has  been  establiKbed,  in  connection  with  tbe  University,  at  which  operations  are 
ftribnaed  uid  cases  prescribed  for  and  lectured  upon  in  the  presence  of  tbe  class. 

Anoont  of  Fees  for  Lectures  is  $105;  Matriculadon  Fee,  (paid  once  only,)  $5;  Practical  Ana- 
tfltty,  II  fl;  Graduation  fee.  $25. 

fisod  boardioK  can  be  procured  for  $8  to  $4  p«r  week.    For  further  information  or  Catalogne, 

PAUJL  P.  EVE,  M.  D., 

Kimrrax,  Tbv.,  July  18, 1857.  MBemm  of  ihe  Wmemtifg* 
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CASTLETOrr  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 


Tbere  are  two  full  Courses  of  Lectures  annually  in  Castleton  Medical  College.  Tbe  8PBING 
SeeSION  commendog  on  the  last  Thursday  in  February;  tbe  AUTUMNAL  SESSION  oo 
tbe  8nit  Thursday  in  August.  Each  Course  will  continue  four  months.  Degrees  are  conferred 
at  the  close  of  each  term.  , 


CoRTDOX  La  Ford,  M.  D..  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

P.  D.  BK*]>FORD,M.D.,Prof  of  Pby^.  k  PathoL 

George  Hadley,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry 
and  Natural  Hixtory. 

ADRLCf  T.  WooDWABO,  M.  D.,  Prof.  of  Ob* 
stetrics. 

L — For  Lectures,  $50:  for  those  who  have  attended  two  Courses  at  other  CoUegw,  $10; 
Vatrieolatkm,  $5;  Gradaation,  $16;  Board  from  $2.00  to  $2.50  per  week. 


Wx.  P.  SmrxouK,  M.D.,Prof  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Therapeutics. 

WiLUAJi  SwsnsKR,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Theory  and 
Practfoe  of  Medicine. 

E.  B.  8A3rBOR5,M.  D.,  Prof,  of  SuiT^ery. 

Wm.  a  KirnoDGX,  A.  M.,  Prof,  of  Med.  Jurisp. 


*  •••  wMKI9f  ASOVi 


A.  T.  WOODWARD,  M.D.,  Refittrar. 


HEDIClb  QAZBTTB  AOTBBTmnt. 


Surge's  Apparatus  for  Fractured  Thi^ 

ia  respectftillj  snhmitted  In  tbe  nftminaitioD  and  criticiBm  of  the  proTessloa.  It  i«  • 
Ute  ibTentlon.  whirh  hns  elicited  very  livora,h]e  comToent,  aa  far  at  it  is  knoim.  It 
baa  been  Ihoronghly  tested  id  actual  practice,  and  has  prodaced  tbe  most  gratiffinK 
results.  It  is  remarkably  daiple  in  its  cnnstnictioa,  ensii;  applied,  comf'irtable  tn  the 
patient,  adapted  to  fractiira  of  either  limb  ani  to  patients  of  any  size.  It  is  free  from 
all  tbe  abjections  to  wblcb  tbe  ordinary  Mraight  spliDtis  liable,  and  possasses  otbat 
new  features  of  great  pracHcal  nlility.  By  it  tbe  connter-exlendiog  presaare  fa  «m- 
Hned  tn  (be  Datea  and  ttihemaities  of  tbe  tacbia,  and  ilne4  not  at  all  impinge  opon  tin 
front  of  tbe  groin,  by  nhich  meaQX  one  of  the  mott  freqnent  eoureea  of  annoTnnee  and 
danger  is  obrlatcd.  No  part  of  tbe  body  ia  coofined  except  the  injured  limb  and  that 
to  wbich  it  ia  Immediately  articnlaled,  viz.,  the  pelvisi  thuB  the  cbeat  ia  left  entirety 
nnreatminfd,  and  mnch  i>eeanm  of  motion  granltd  to  the  whole  npper  part  of  tbe 
body,  wbii'h  lends  areatiy  to  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  patient. 

Tne  pelvis  is  so  secured  aa  not  to  be  liable  b^  lateral  motion  or  to  sink  In  tbe  bed. 

FriiTisiiin  Is  also  made  for  Facility  of  derecalion.  thiia  ensuring  the  greatest  possible 
elesnllness.  and  prcveutinK  the  neteat-itr  of  disturbing  the  patient  when  bia  bowels  are 
moved.  On'il  the  Ist  of  May.  isst.  nnmbera  of  tbe  profession  may  obtain  th|a  appa- 
ratoa  cnmplele  In  all  it°  pBTt°  and  nicely  parked,  by  sending  tbiity  dnllers  by  mail  or 
express  i<>  tbe  addreH  of  ,1.  H.  Hubert  Surge,  H.D.,  or  William  J.  Burge,  M.D.,  hO  Conrt 
Street.  Brooklyn.  N.  Y..  expense  of  transportation  to  be  defraye  I  by  tbe  pnrcbanir. 
After  the  nbove  mentioned  date  none  will  be  fumiahcd  less  than  thirty-HTe  dollars.be. 
cause  of  imiiroTcmente  which  have  brenmade  sini'S  the  price  was  originally  an  nun  need. 

For  farther  paniculare  see  Transactions  Ampriesn  Medical  Assoclatloa,  To],  X.tnd 
New  York  .lournal  of  Uedlcine.  May.  IR^T,  or  address  as  above. 

IVEW  YORK  OPHTHALMIC  SCHOOL. 


,c  Hos|iilul,  No.  6  fitMyveBant  Street, 
Clinical  Instnicttnn  will  alr'o  be  given  Ihrei 
Garnish,  the  Attending  Surgeons  of   '    "     ■■ 
Hospital . 

For  fVirtherparticalarsiDqnireoflheandersigned,  at  his  Dracc,3:<S  Broome  Street,  or 
lU  Fifth  Avenue,  comer  25th  Street. 

MARK  STEPHENSON,  H.S. 

Deokmbeb  21«f.  I'i?. 

STKur  or  BUPSiL-rBoarBATxi  or  moir. 

This  elegant  preparation  rontains  fiie  grains  of  the  salt  lo  each  Quid  draohm  of  the 
ayrxip.    It  has  a  pleasKDt  acidiUoos  Savor,  ia  free  from  femigiaona  taste,  and  doeanot 
blacken  tbe  stools  or  sSect  the  teeth. 
Freparad  and  for  aale  in  1  lb.  bottles,  or  at  retail,  by 

ALEXANDER  dTSEUAIT, 

Practical  Chemiat  and  A  pothacuy, 
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BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL. 

^  THB  PRIZES  OFSVR9D  BT  DR.  JAJEES  R.  1¥OOD, 

to  the  tf ATRIC0LATED  STUDENTS  for  the  Terms  1&56-7  and  1857-8,  in 
tbe  C0U.EGB  OF  Phtsicvaxs  and  Surgeons,  2od  Street.  Uxivebsitt  College, 
Uth  Street,  and  the  New  Yorc  Medical  College,  iSth  Street,  for  the  best 

AVAVOmCAX  or  mniOZCAL  7&BPABATZOir, 

to  be  placed  in  the  MUSEUM  OF  BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL,  will  be  awarded 
hj  the  Profeffiors  of  Snrgeiy  aod  Anatomy,  in  the  above  Colleges,  on  MON- 
DAY, MARCH  1st.  1858. 

TIMOTHY  DALY, 

Xnr  YoBK,  OeUber  IS,  1S&7.  l¥uden  Bclievns  Hospital* 

B£LI.EFUE  HOSPITAI.. 


GRADUATES  AND  STUDENTS  OF  MEDICINE 

ARE  INFORMED    THAT  THE 

C&ZirZCA&   DZPLOICA 

€f  Bkllitcb  Hospttal  is  now  ready,  and  all  entitled  to  it  are  requested  to  call 
OB  tkt  Warden  of  the  Hospital  and  procure  it 

TIMOTHY  DALY, 

KkwTOBX,  OdoberlS,  1857.  'Warden  Belleriae  Hospital. 

SXTRGICAIi  INSTRTTBCENTS. 

H.  H£R]VST£I]V, 

XAarrTACxxTRKR  or  axd  dsalxb  Er 

SURGICAL  AND  DENTAL  INSTRUMENTS, 

NO.    393   BROADWAY, 

Between  White  and  Walker  Streets,  NEW    YORE. 

Beipeetfnlly  invites  the  attention  of  Surgeons,  Phy»cians  and  Dentists,  to  hia 
extenmve  stock  of  Surgical,  I>ental  and  other  instruments,  at  his  store,  Ko.  393 
Broadway,  New  York,  which  is  constantly  being  replenished  and  added  to  from 
his  Steam  Factory,  No.  81  Dnane  Street,  in  this  city. 

Having  long  enjoyed  the  patronage  of  many  of  the  Surgeons  in  the  principal 
cities  of  £uro]>e  and  the  United  States,  who  bear  testimony  to  the  quality  of  his 
Instruments,  and  the  style  of  their  finish;  and  having  supplied  many  of  the  emi- 
nent members  of  the  Faculty,  as  well  as  of  the  public  Hospitals  and  other  In- 
atitations  in  the  city  o^  New  York  and  elsewhere;  he  also  refers  to  the  award 
bj  Uie  Managers  of  the  late  Fair  of  the  American  Institute  of  their  Gold  Me- 
dai,  which  was  voted  to  H.  Hertutein  by  the  Premium  Committee  on  the  Re- 
port of  the  three  Judges,  viz  :  Z)r».  Reese ^  Camochan,  am'  Gilman,  who  cer- 
tified to  the  superior  quality  of  the  Instruments  exhibited  by  liim  at  the  recent 
Fair  of  the  Institute,  at  the  Crystal  Palace. 

Physicians  and  Medical  Students  are  particularly  invited  to  inspect  his  In- 
■tmnients,  and  judge  of  their  superiority  by  comparison  or  otherwise. 

All  orders  promptly  attended  to  and  the  article  warranted  at  moderate  prices. 
In  this  respect  he  shrinks  from  no  comparison,  when  the  quality  and  lialiii  of 
kis  IttstmmentB  are  appRCiated. 

Medicine  Chesu  for  Families,  Ships,  or  Plantations,  always  on  hsad,  of 
qpaiitj  sad  flf  ercij  ««e  desired. 
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TO    THE    MEDICAIi    PROFESSIOJW 

"Ferruginous  Preparations.'" 


Would  call  the  attention  of  Physicians  and  Druggists  to  their  large  assortmvut 
of  Ferruginous  Preparations,  protected  by  a  covering  of  sugar,  so  as  to  warraal 
their  keeping  for  any  length  of  time.  These  Sugar  Coated  Pills  or  Dtag^es,  pre- 
pared by  Messrs.  Gamier,  Lamourouz  &  Cie.,  of  Paris,  are  warranted  to  contain 
the  exact  proportions ^  and  prepared  from  the  very  purest  articles;  the  follow^ 
ing  are  a  few  of  those  we  can  furnish  in  any  quantites  at  the  lowest  tohoieMate 
price,  viz:  Iodide  Lactate^  Hydrogen  reduced^  Manganese  and  Iron,  ValM§ 
Citrate  and  Tartrate  of  Iron,  also  Quinine  Pills.  1  gr.  each;  all  the  combiDaf 
tions  of  hlxtracf  of  Copaiba,  Cubebs  and  Iron,  Assafcetida  Pills;  all  the  alksr 
loids  in  granules  of  one  fiftieth  (1-50)  of  a  gndn,  Opium  Pills,  1  gr.  eiftob:  and 
other  U.  S.  Pharm.  Pills. 

PHYSICIANS'  PRESCRIPTIONS 

will  be  put  up  with  the  above  Drag^es  or  Sugar  Coated  Pills  only  when  pre- 
scribed; thus  for  abreviation  S.  C.  at  the  end  of  the  pill  pre^ribed.  or  the  fall 
word  Drag^es  of  Iodide  Iron,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.  We  have  at  the  disposal  of  th« 
Faculty  correct  lists,  with  proportiou  of  active  ingredients  in  each  Drag6e  or 
Pill.  By  Addressing, 

DELLUC  &  COi,  Dijipensing  ipotliecarieii 

635  8B.OABWA7,  and 

250  Fourth  AvennOt 

P.  S.    Messrs.  H.  C.  Blair  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  will  take  pleasure  in  tlioir- 
ing  the  specimens  to  the  physicians  of  toat  city. 


TO   THE    MEDICAL   PROFESSION. 


Ih«  trndenigned  respeetfuUy  informs  his  Medical  brethren  that  h9  h«s  rttaken  th«  Ston^ 

Ho.  809  BB.OABWA'r, 

Fonntrly  occupied  by  George  D.  Coggesball,  and  thai  he  will  there  carry  on  fb«  bosinest  (rf  aa 

Apothecary,  in  connection  with  his  old  establishment. 

No.  6  BOWERY, 

Hoping  that,  with  competent  assistants  and  strict  attention,  he  will  merit  and  zeoeive  »  eoatlnm* 
anee  of  the  favors  he  has  hitherto  enjoyed. 

The  profession  may  place  implicit  confidence  in  every  article  being  of  the  bettqoali^,  sad 
aecarately  dispensed. 

All  new  prpparationn  made  or  procured  at  short  notice. 

The  undersigned  will  also  endeavor  to  keep  »  supply  of  fresh  Vaccine  Yiroi  for  the  beoeAt 
of  the  profession,  on  the  usual  conditions. 

n^jn.  jr.  oMsLtFrE^ 

6  BOWEBT,  near  Chatham  Sqnart,  and 
Jtmoaiy,  U6t.  809  BBOADWAT,  near  Uth  8t,  XT.  Y. 
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MAGNETO-ELECTBIC  MACHINES, 


WhfL  XCnSE  has  arrived  st  the  •oW  yro^er  mode  of  eoiMtruetio^  tfarete  valuabk  MMhioi*  fgr 
Jl#  Xtfinl  Me.  to  •Mud  »  aerteiD  «ard  daatniiile  Kfeet.  (Tome  «Mi  AjrainniE.;!  ••  ircU  ••  tiw 
prapff  ■■■■er.  in  detail,  of  ■ppljinc  thiw  to  ibm  euft  of  aiwfcuc-.  to  otiUiio  tl«*'  <kNiin4  ceMilt 
fw  »  jtily  — e  in  >  kugn  fiBPu.  PiucnQg ef  tfltrtwm  vtan.  m  nil  fonu*  a!  bcrdfiuou*  I^tmeiiw, 
i  and  Ketro—  CwiipieinU. 

■  an  aoer  afin«d  to  the  PiolMtim  and  tine  pablk  noedii^  tUeai.  iritii  bii*  book 
tf  fidldiMBtioMi  far  their  apiJioalkn  is  detail,  ic  all  «a»f».  io  wiiifeii  ti«(rr  iitive  imao  i^HiU^  u/i- 
krthuiaajaiheraaBBBft.aAalYiaeipai  Jteaawly .  t>r  an  a— wtant  u«  oti«<w  Rtmrnidm  iu  Vwammft 
af  the  lariaa*  diaaaaaB  is  vhieb  tht^  ha*e  iiaeb  MppitK.-  Ttniami  iii>ghiim>  iriUi  a  bMtK  wf  l/i- 
naliM«  trfn  be  aaid.  vaRaaaed  pexieet,  far  SIC.  1^  Buok  alciocr  {or  :^  eapu  M«a/  W  uffdaud 
lrp«t,a[Bdfaid£arvttfc  ataapb. 
Br.&ns  haepe  en  hand  the  taaaic  Maehiae.  nadr  f«r  oeliverr.  i>r  U^t  MOfie  ■wiehitM'  iw  a 
i  triU  atahe  lo  aide:  aa  faUave :  F«r  l&edH*! mbA  <i^f:p«arifur|«oa«e.  it  i^fgcr.  «flM:tiva 
trhh  a  direct  eaiaaat.  w  to  ciauiff  ivr  a  u»«Bd4rb  «unvoi .  {mi-hx^  I^.  Alav, 
afHd. alMti«>e taaehiae.  titaS  awj  he  >pieaiiic*  «rr  a  «ei|^t  ur  ^raoi:  at  pieahure:  jiCMie,  $1X. 
ihB.Ji^*ai«rE2eetBc  llMiiaaeiarSt>:  a  ^aHattic  Caair  «r  heti  iortSf.  aunatrixroroiMr. 
K.  B— it  i^  draper  to  atale.  ic  thif  mmmrrMm    Mail  Ur.  liLL*>f: i>  UmtciM^i  «•  the  «iBlr  vaa 

ffen  a  lull  BMimmi^y.  (frMc  laaic  BraniatCK  if.  yat^we.j  of  ar^iat  Ja 
iu  aaeaaa«  m  mmr.  msti  hit-  iiMML  «if  l>irecUMU  i^  ti«<t  <Miiv  mm;  4fv«r 
kj  a  Pbjaiuaa  ef  ■■iiiinn  f  ipiriiafir  v.  thai  partieoiar  ikiff»na**«^ .  ihuc  it  ir  ujr  thin 
■idaf  the  BoahliiKt  aahei  the  Marhiaf  avaiiabiy  vaefal  y*  fhytiittiMgx  or  euBMuMj  eitiaM. . 
iff.  Eaaa  would  hart*  ataae.  that  h*-  eaaiUDtM;^  iu"  huaiaew  it.  aif  «e]*rbUMS*.  o!  bj«KMal  Fca^ 

n  ««f  all  the  iJiVDiamiK  o'.  Mf  tctmrni  anc  limsc 
AB  i— »  af  linnaf iiiaai  JhaMaa,  Kegeopt  aac  itawiKjmc  dmaptatau    -aill  cuae  JHawu  in  all 

>:  -will  taimdaae  iirttheai  i'ALanft  u>  wtagc-  ti«e  Vwoe.  u>  «a^^  aif  <3aft 

aai  ao:  aa«(i}rM««ec  ^oia&.  reocwvac  u«elu.. 
Uiai  aaeo  ai    h»r  i'jtjraioaikfc  aac  UA^r  ^vtMtiil*,  a&  iM 


OSec,  Ko.  16  Boad  (Mxeet,  I(ew  Vork. 


MICROBCOPICAL  fXAMlSATlOK 


aeqiuceo  Wr tM;  jMrjiaM:,  tu  nmktw^  mcx.  ■ffTM-n-rt-iiiiia! 
c  KUJOaumi.  TUMU&c.  «if.  ,  at  aft  oiiu.  m^uivc  i4tf 

Ur  |»5  ti*e  let 
«*  thexuenattve  w  jaaieitfaj  medifiiiiii  aau  > 


■•• 


I^vuiae;  «&  i&iflnMea|k«al  amUMmj- 
li(..'f£iitfT>«jihuae:  X^a^r  lace 


JV  0  T  J  C  £. 


frosc  3if^  BruMWHj.  euner  of  ICaJj^rSind, 
are  io  M;  adarianii  u 
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OFFICES    OF        \ 

Palmer's  Patent  Leg  and  Mechanical  Surgery, 

No.  378  Broadway^  If.  Y., 
376  Chesnnt  St.,  Pbila.,  dL  19  Oreen  St.,  Boston. 

A    CARD. 

T  the  argent  reqnest  of  the  piiDcipal  surgeons,  physicians,  and  oar 
^  -  numerous  patmus  lu  Bonton.  aud  VMrious  parts  of  the  cuuntiy,  we  have 

r^l..ctautly  i>eeu  induced  to  rflinqui-b  themaoufactureor  Ariitic-iMl  Legs  at  SSpriugfleld, 
Ma<4S.,  aiiu  to  open  an  office  aud  mauutViciory  hi  lu  Greeu  bti-eet,  Bu8t(ju.Ma.>8.  Wo 
brive  now  three  nistitmioud,  to  wii:~ai  Nkw  York,  Boston,  aud  Pbiladelpbia,  ez« 
clusively  devoted  tii  this  lirauch  of  Surgiialart;  v^heiewe  can  fiBivor  tiity.  Hospital, 
and  (/ouuti-y  i  uiieuis.  of  every  t-la^H  tiud  condition,  to  the  full>  st  «'2(teiit,  aud  witb  tbo 
moHt  plea^riug  success,  with  uruhciai  iimiis  tbut  are  perfecily  natural  in  thtir  appeor* 
ant-e.  eH8y  Hud  emiueutly  serviceable  iu  their  tipei  alums;  ibat  disKuise  most  perfectly 
the  natural  loss,  and  are  truly  eronomical.  Mr.  Palmer's  Aititicial  Leg  is  withiMtt  aA 
iinportani  rival,  either  in  E>.r«pe  or  America,  and  is  worn  by  nearly  three  thousand 
persons  wiih  a>tunisb.ng  success,  upward  of  hve  b  lUdred  of  whooi  are  Udies;  aud  tec 
nave  thirty  individuaig  each  walking  upon  two  Artificial  Legs, 

In  the  prosectitiun  of  o.ir  enterprise  we  have  associated  witn  us  an  experienced  phy^ 
siclau  and  surgeon,  who  cou^iders  well  and  discreetly  the  anatomical  leatures,  tUo 
physiological  aud  pathui«»gical  cunditiou  ot  the  m>iiilated  member  so  atteutively.  that 
both  surgeons  aud  their  paiieoU  may  repo>e  the  utmust  coufidence  in  our  ability  And 
care  to  treat  successfully  aud  satisfactorily  the  worst  forms  and  conditions  of  mutilated 
limbs. 

We  have  thas  far  been  able  to  keep'  pace  with  every  improvement  and  hamanitaty 
effort  o['  the  operating  surgeon  to  suve  every  portion  of  limb  that  is  possible,  in  con? 
sti'uctio^  tiie  most  useful  aud  beautiful  appliance  for  the  parts  made  by  Chtipart's  opn^ 
atioo  at  the  Foot;  by  Symes'  operation  at  the  Aukie  aud  Kuee  Jointa;  and  for  eveiy 
porviou  of  limb,  of  tue  Leg,  or  TbiKb. 

In  this  respect,  as  well  as  io  the  peculiar  and  beautiful  mechanism  of  this  limb,  onr 
mutilated  patients  are  most  signally  lavored  in  the  enjoyment  of  Uie  superior  benefits 
which  science  and  art  aff  Td,  and  which  have  not,  liitherto.  been  associated  in  tbO 
practice  of  this  branch  i-f  Surgery.  Until  recently,  and  iu  connection  with  this  iuven* 
tion,  the  paiieut,  after  submitting  to  a  most  painful  aud  humiliating  mutilation,  hM 
been  committed  to  the  care  aud  operations  of  some  common  artisan — who,  being  en* 
tirel>  iguoraut  ot  the  anatomy  and  pathology  of  the  amputated  limb — as  also  of  tbo 
demands  of  nature,  and  alike  regardless  of  tbe  woaiided  spirit  of  his  patron,  has  pro* 
ceeded  to  add  mistoituue  to  misfortune,  aud  heap  humiliation  upon  hnmiliation  I 

The  scieace  and  art  which  have  distinguisihed  our  operations,  and  given  them  a  tri* 
nmpbant  and  hapi>y  success,  we  are  pleased  to  know,  have  been  generously  appreciated 
and  accredited  by  the  mo^i  prominent  burgeons  iu  this  country  and  in  Europe,  onr 
numerous  patrons,  and  the  iutelligi  nt  community  in  general.  In  Ekicbsem's  tew  and 
poui.l'ar  work  on  Operative  Surgery  (London),  this  limb  has  been  honorably  noticed  aa 
follows,  to  wit : — "  The  most  perfect  of  all  the  Artificial  Legs  we  now  possess,  in  the 
oue  invented  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Ualmcr.  This  invention  received  the  Prize  Msdal  at  the 
WoKLu's  Exhibition  ut  Is.'il.  It  merits  the  eotiie  confidence  of  the  Surgeon.*'  Io 
Velpeau's  distiiignished  work  on  Surgery,  with  notes  and  observations  by  valektini 
MoTT,  M.D.,  Pi  of.  of  Surgery,  and  additions  by  George  C  Blackman,  M  D.,  Prof,  of 
Surgery,  is  the  following  extract,  to  wit :— •♦  The  Artificial  Leg  of  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer  haa 
won  the  admiration  of  the  most  prominent  surgeons  in  Great  Britain,  France,  and  thia 
country.  This  certainly  is  one  of  the  greatest  triumphs  of  American  ingenuity.'' 
These  limbs  are  very  durable,  yet  light,  the  average  weight  being  four  pounds.  Tnqr 
are  applied  to  the  tenderest  and  shortest  stumps  with  entire  snccess.  The  leg  is  finely 
ventilated.  In  this  country,  it  has  been  exhibited  thirty-five  times,  and  in  every  in- 
stance received  the  award  of  the  higheit  or  firnt  premium.  The  patient  is  enabled  to 
walk  immediately  upon  its  application,  with  remarkable  ease,  comfort,  and  naturaineaa. 

Pamphlets,  containing  valuable  information  and  numerooa  autiwriztd  KEFJBBBHflMy 
will  be  sent  gratis  to  all  who  apply  to  Fauub  &  Co. 
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of  Plifladeipiua  Ainwfaonw  SLoapital,  Ac. 

Ontbe  6tb  March,  182^.  tbe  Legislature  pa4»sec!  ttii  Act,  tUal  tU 

°*fe  and  ComtDOD  Couucils  of  tLt  Citv  of  Fljiii*cieipijUi,  aufJ  the 

^'wunifisioDer?;  of  the  respective  dieirictt:,  '•  sLiair*  eieci  tweiv<;  rehpfcci- 

•We  citizen?  witbin  tbe  bouodh  of  tbeir  regpectiv*:  jul•ibdi<*tiolJ^.  wbo 

•WJ  be  styled  the  CcnDintBsiouer.-!  for  Erec'liu;5  '  BuiiaiiiK'-  lor  la«:  Ac- 

•■ttnodaiion  of  tbe  Poor:"  tbe  Coinuiibsiouerb.  witi-  tut  appiobatiou 

^  tie  Board  of  Guardians,  "to  purcbabe  a  buiiabie  niu..  noi  exceeci- 

■?liro  miles  froit  Broad  and  Maruei  btreei.*-' ''  anc  wiih  tb»;  coucur- 

"Biiwof  tbe  Guardiaup  10  ereci  "  buildiijgb  suiiabie  lor  ai.  Jiufepiiaj, 

AiiDBboiiBe,  HouKe  of  Euipioyiueri:.  and  CuilurenV  Amiuh?  ' 

Id  MsT    1^2^,  Measr^:  Wu:.  Bovc.  Naluai    Buuke'    Einaaai.   W. 

BTKT.  Jobi:    Mooie    Ciiarte^    Jouuboi    ibaa'.    Kuaci    Oeor>^(;   ^. 

iker,  James  A  Mabauy,  Joni.  J^.  Ogdet .  GeolK^  Wiibo:    Tiiouutt 

V.  G rover,  and  Wilban  JdcGiiuMf;  were  eieciea  CuiuuitddioueR.  auo 

IImrT'^.  Tboiuas  P.  Cope.  Auniuau   L   Penuueh    Mattuev  L   Jbevai., 

^QUL  Henipbi!'.  Tnoiua^  Koger^  Tuoiuah    iuai)  ,  Jobi     Kesbie',  Jr.. 

Wiiiiaii:  Binuer,  Jaiuef  S    bpeue^r   Micuae'  I>av    J  out    JbL^^ek,  auc 

I*r.  J«iH»e  II.  Burden  wer«i   tiiv  Buara  0'  Guarciiau!-      Tij*.  rebuiu  of 

Vbe  aciiOb  of  lue^e  oouie^  were  tue  purcua»e  of  tiie  '^Biockiey  I'aruj/' 

and  tne  erectioL  of  tbe  i^rebeut  uuiidiug' 

Tiie  "  Block le^  f  arir*'  couiamb  aouu'  19^  aere!^.  eiiuated  on  Witft 
•ide  of  tbe  {M:uujikil!,  uounoec.  on  tue  Latf:  by  tue  nver:  W«et  bj 
fiarbr  lUiad'.  tbe  ^kortueru  line  i&  o|j|MMiie  bpruce,  aod  tbe  hontJMini 
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boundary  is  parallel  to  Christian  Street.  In  the  Eastern  front  are 
some  twenty  acres  of  swamp  and  overflowed  land,  about  twenty  acres 
are  covered  by  buildings,  and  the  remaining  portion  of  the  groond  is 
devoted  to  roads,  farming  and  truck  purposes. 

Previously  to  1853,  the  "Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Poor"  con- 
sisted of  twelve  members,  elected  by  the  Councils  of  the  City,  the 
Commissioners  of  Northern  Liberties,  Kensington,  Spring  Oarden, 
Penn,  and  South wark;  their  duties  were  to  manage  the  "Almsboose/' 
and  attend  to  the  wants  of  the  poor  in  their  respective  districts.  In 
some  of  the  other  districts,  which  formed  parts  of  Philadelphia  Coun- 
ty, the  paupers  were  maintained  in  their  own  "  Poor  Houses,"  or  sop- 
ported  in  some  other  way. 

In  1853,  the  Legislature  passed  the  "Act  of  Consolidation,"  where- 
by most  of  the  surburbs  which  surround  the  City,  and  which  had 
formed  the  "  County,"  were  united  with  it,  and  the  whole  called  "  City 
of  Philadelphia,"  and  divided  into  twenty-four  Wards.  By  the  con- 
solidation act  the  Board  was  made  elective  by  the  people  of  twenty- 
two  Wards — the  other  two  Wards,  ( 22nd  and  23rd,)  having  Poor 
Houses  of  their  own,  were  not  included  in  the  arrangement. 

This  "Palace  for  Paupers"  was  completed  in  1834,  and  at  that 
time  was  supposed  by  many  to  be  one  of  the  largest  and  best  build- 
ings in  the  world  for  its  purposes.  The  House  is  an  oblong  square, 
the  Northern  and  Southern  fronts  being  1000  feet  long,  and  the  East- 
ern and  Western  faces  are  600  feet;  the  building  all  around  is  from  50 
to  70  feet  wide,  three  stories  and  an  attic  in  height;  from  floor  to  ceil- 
ing the  space  is  from  12  to  18  feet.  The  Eastern  Building  contains 
the  men's  out  wards,  ulcer  wards,  incurable  wards,  general  office,  Quar- 
dian's  room,  apartments  of  the  Steward,  dining  room  for  assistant  resi- 
dent Physicians,  office  of  Superintendent  of  manufactures,  clerks'  office, 
bakery,  meat  room,  and  men's  cells.  The  North  Building  contains 
the  children's  asylum,  and  hospital;  in  the  latter  are  the  white  men's 
surgical,  black  men's  surgical,  venereal,  and  eye  wards;  white  and 
black  men's  medical,  men's  drunkards,  white  and  black  women's  sur- 
gical, white  women's  medical,  women's  drunkards,  white  and  black 
women's  venereal,  black  medical,  and  obstetrical  wards,  kitchens, 
rooms  for  nurses,  assistants,  hospital  committee,  and  chief  resident 
Physician.  The  West  Building  contains  the  white  and  black  nurse- 
ries, white  obstetrical,  women's  eye,  incurable,  and  out  wards,  with 
offices  for  committees,  and  matron's  apartments.  The  South  Build- 
ing is  the  lunatic  asylum,  and,  in  addition  to  apartments  for  the 
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pttieots,  contains  rooms  for  hoase-keeper,  nurses,  assistants,  commit- 
tee, office  of  chief  resident  Physician,  and  library,  in  which  aboiit  4000 
medical  volumes,  (some  of  them  very  rare  and  valuable.)  This  part 
of  the  establishment  was  formerly  the  hospital  and  lunatic  asylum.  In 
the  centre  of  this  building  is  one  of  the  best  arranged  lecture  rooms 
I  have  ever  seen,  capable  of  seating  600  to  700  auditors.  In  former 
times,  when  the  immense  clinical  advantages  of  this  Institution  were 
moie  highly  appreciated  than  they  have  been  for  the  last  ten  years, 
by  practitioners  and  students  of  medicine,  this  room  was  occupied 
twice  a  week,  by  from  250  to  400  pupils. 

To  the  Northwest  of  the  lunatic  asylum  is  situated  the  **  Lodge '' 
for  the  most  violent  patients.  This  building  is  about  130  feet  long, 
W  feet  wide,  and  one  story  high. 

Xhe  small  pox  hospital  is  to  the  Northeast  of  the  general  hospital; 
it  has  ample  accommodation  for  about  40  patients. 

W'ithin  the  enclosure  formed  by  the  general  building  are  the  carpen- 
^n',  tailors',  shoemakers',  painters',  tinners',  locksmiths',  and  weaving 
i^>8,  and  other  buildings  for  store,  wash-houses,  &c.  In  the  base- 
neDt  of  the  hospital  are  the  coopers',  blacksmith:)',  and  soap  boilers' 
i^ps,  and  dye-house.  Outside  the  enclosure  are  the  residences  of 
^  farmer,  gardener,  ferryman,  superintendent  of  manufactures,  and 
Aief  resident  Physician. 

In  the  different  workshops  of  the  establishment  the  articles  for  the 
dotMng  of  the  inmates  are  manufactured,  as  far  as  is  practicable  to 
do  SO;  gar(nents,  shoes,  &c.,  are  made  by  the  paupers,  and  as  far  as 
^7  caa  be  done,  the  repairs  and  jobbing  of  thfe  Institution  are  attend- 
ed to  onder  the  supervision  of  proper  officers  by  similar  persons. 

In  the  centre  of  the  first  floor  of  the  Northern  Building  a  very 
•^oaodious  church  is  fitted  up,  and  its  pulpit  is  occupied  on  Sundays, 
P*^  of  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays,  by  ministers  of  various  denomina- 
Hon« ;  ii^jjjjg  those  unable,  or  unwilling  to  attend  Public  Worship,  have 
eiery  f^jiiity  afforded  them  to  receive  religious  advice  from  clergy- 
^^  Qf  any  denomination  they  prefer;  thus  people  of  all  creeds  have 

.opportunity  to  worship  God  here  "according  to  the  dictates  of 
^'^  own  conscience." 

Notwithstanding  the  immense  size  and  almost  perfect  general 
^•"^^ter  of  the  building,  there  are  some  serious  defects  in  the  arrange- 
"■^^^ts  of  the  house  that  could  be  readily  remedied  if  our  "  City  Path- 
^>  who  bold  the  purse  strings  of  this  Department,  could  or  would 
^Bi^^kfi  themselves  so  familiar  with  its  workings  and  wants,  that  they 
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might  ascertain  that  the  improTements  I  shall  mention^  which  hay« 
been  proposed  to  them,  would  be  iDcaJcnlably  beneficial  to  the  health 
of  the  inmates  of  the  House,  and  in  a  few  years  a  saving  of  large 
amounts  of  money  to  the  tax  payers  of  the  city;  but  at  present  it 
appears  almost  impossible  to  induce  our  Gouncilmen  to  take  the  same 
yiew  of  management  as  our  Board,  twenty-two  respectable  gentlemen 
who  are  elected,  as  are  the  members  of  the  Councils,  by  the  citicent 
of  the  different  wards;  but  I  am  in  great  hopes  that  the  improyemeBts 
referred  to  will  soon  be  made,  for  Councils  have  just  appointed  a  Spe- 
cial Committee  of  intelligent' members  to  make  a  thorough  investiga- 
tion of  the  affairs  of  the  Guardians,  and  the  condition  of  the  lostlta- 
tion.  From  an  experience  of  seven  months  here,  I  am  satisfied  thai 
the  result  of  the  examination  will  be  great  praise  to  our  Board,  and 
a  recommendation  that  the  improvements  be  made.  The  defects  I 
allude  to  are  in  our  heating,  lighting,  and  water  closet  arrangements; 
the  Women's  Hospital  and  Lunatic  Asylum  are  heated  by  steam, 
made  by  boilers  in  the  basements;  all  the  other  wards  are  heated  by 
stoves  in  which  coal  is  burned.  The  entire  establishment  is  lighted 
by  oil.  Imagine  for  a  moment  the  danger,  to  say  nothing  oi  the 
injurious  effects  upon  health,  to  which  we  are  exposed  by  fire  from 
the  many  stoves  and  the  hundreds  of  lamps  that  are  constantly  in  qm. 
The  Women's  Lunatic  Asylum  is  supplied  with  water  closets,  but  tiie 
inmates  of  every  other  part  of  the  house  must  travel  to  privies  m  the 
yards.  The  expense  for  oil  is  about  $2,100  per  annnm,  while  it  is 
estimated  that  the  cost  of  gas  for  the  same  period  would  not  exceed 
$1,200. 

As  nearly  as  I  can  ascertain,  the  Blockley  Farm  Buildings  and 
improvements  have  cost  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  about  $1,000,000. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  amount  expended  for  the  support 
of  the  poor  of  this  city,  from  1848  to  1851  inclusive;  the  Statement 
includes  the  cost  of  groceries,  provisions,  fuel,  &c.,  distributed  to  the 
poor  in  the  different  districts,  and  the  expense  of  maintaining  the 
Almshouse  proper. 


1848 $248,930  14 

1849 218,023  12 

1860 291,014  91 

1851 294,191  55 

1852 302,359  16 

1853 336,964  18 


Average 

Cost  per 

Population, 

2toy. 

2,234 

80.3-10 

2,195 

21.4-10 

2,010 

40.5-10 

2,009 

40.2-10 

2,181 

38.8-10 

2,161 

42.M0 
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1954 349,979  91  2,141  44.8-10 

1866 817,790  76  2,089  42.7-10 

1866 367,486  32  2,892  30.7-10 

1867 236,664  4^  2,638  26.6-10 

Arerage  for  ten  years 36.4-10 

1866  and  1867 28.2-10 

1864  and  1866 43.M0 

Mference  in  favor  of  1866  and  1867-— 16.6-10.* 

The  amount  distributed  in  groceries,  fuel,  provisions,  &c.,  should 
be  deducted,  to  enable  us  to  obtain  the  correct  amount  for  the  ex- 
penses of  the  ''  Almshouse." 

Jjk  1865  the  amount  of  Ontnloor  Belief  was.  .$102,998  87 

"  1856  '*  "  "     . .     66,706  68 

.    "  1857  "  "  "     ..     bl,i1b  11 

K^is  last  amount  be  deducted  from  the  entire  expenses  of  1867, 
It  will  demonstrate  that  it  has  cost  in  the  past  year  to  keep  the  Insti- 
totioD  in  repair,  furnish  fuel,  lights,  pay  salaries  of  officers,  <;lothe  and 
feed  an  average  population  in  the  house  of  2,638,  the  sum  $168,089.36; 
about  $1.41  per  week,  or  20  cents  and  a  fraction  per  day,  for  each 
individual.  But  the  expense  is  even  less  than  this  small  sum,  for  the 
transient  lodgers  in  the  house  are  not  included  in  the  estimate  of  aver- 
age population;  of  these  there  have  been  over  900  in  the  last  two 
Bontiw  who  have  been  supplied  with  supper  and  breakfast,  and  occa- 
monally  dinner,  which  would  make  an  increased  average  of  about  16 
per  day. 

Bince  I  have  been  connected  with  this  Institution,  it  has  often  been 
•a  matter  of  surprise  to  me  that  any  twenty-two  gentlemen  would  de- 
vote several  hours  every  week,  without  fee  or  reward,  for  the  forego- 
ing statements  demonstrate  that  there  can  be  no  stealings  to  the 
VHHU^ment  of  a  public  charity.  It  has  been  said  that  Republics  are 
imgrateful;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia 
imist  appreciate  the  wise  and  economical  government  of  the  present 
Board  of  Guardians,  and  award  them  the  meed  of  praise  they  so  richly 
deserve. 

The  following  gentlemen  form  the  Board  of  Guardians  and  officers: 

Messrs.  Jas.  D.  Brown,  President;  F.  A,  Server,  Treasurer;  Jno. 
F.  Hershley,  W.  T.  Lafferty,  Jas.  Armstrong,  Hugh  Gamble,  Henry 
iA^Gooky  Wm.  Riddle,  John  Hartman,  N.  R.  Mosley,  Ohas.  Taylor, 

*  Public  Ledger,  Wednesday,  January  13th,  1868. 
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John  Danlap,  Marshall  Henszey,  Geo.  Husin,  Andrew  Hackett,  Jas. 
Smith,  Jas.  Lloyd,  Jno.  A.  Fisher,  Jas.  Robinson,  Jas.  S.  Reeyes, 
Joseph  Bvans,  Alex.  C.  Garvin;  decretory,  C.  TJ.  Schlater;  Steward, 
Chas.  Murphy;  Clerky  Joseph  W.  Bnrk;  Out-door  Agent,  Edmund 
Brewer;  In-door  Agent ,  Henry  Hoover;  Farmer,  George  Meley; 
Gardener,  Wm.  Graham;  Supt,  cf  Manufactures,  W.  Muldoon;  Fer- 
ryman, Joseph  Ralston;  Apothecary,  Geo.  F.  Peall;  Matron,  Mrs. 
Hugans;  Matron  of  Children^ s  Asylum,  Mlsa  Robinson;  Storekeeper, 
Daniel  A.  Kelly;  Baker,  Hugh  Mealy. 

The  Medical  Staff  consists  of: 

Chief  Resident,  Jas.  McClintock,M.D.;  Assistant  Residents,  A.  K. 
Graham,  M.D.,  N.  C;  J.  L.  Schoales,  M.D.,  Phila.;  Jas.  G.  Christie, 
M.D.,  British  America;  Geo.  J.  McLeod,  M.D.,  Phila.;  Fansto  E. 
Rendon,  M.D.,  Central  America;  Jas.  W.  Pittinos,  M.D.,  Phila.; 
Chas.  C.  McGlaughlin,  M.D.,  Penn  ;  Mcb.  Bradley,  M.D.,  Phila. 

In  my  next  communication  I  hope  to  give  you  a  special  account  of 
the  Hospital  and  Lunatic  Asylum.     Yours  truly, 

Philadelphia,  January  2Sth,  1858.  James  McClintocjk. 

SKLECTIOIsrS. 

Eztraot  from  Dr.  J.  "W.  Francis'  Oration  before  ttie  New  York 

Historical  Society. 

In  1811  was  projected  the  ample  Bellevue  Hospital  and  Almshouse, 
which  was  rendered  fit  for  the  reception  of  its  inmates  in  1816,  at  a 
cost  of  nearly  half  a  miUion  of  dollars.  The  medical  government  of 
this  great  establishment  was  placed  under  a  visiting  or  consulting  phy- 
sician, while  the  immediate  attendance  was  confided  to  one  or  two 
physicians  who  resided  in  the  institution.  A  malignant  typhus  or  hos- 
pital fever  breaking  out,  which  made  great  havoc  both  with  the  pa- 
tients and  the  doctors  themselves,  led  to  the  appointment  of  a  special 
committee  of  inquiry  into  errors  and  abuses,  when  Dr.  Joseph  iL 
Smith  and  Dr.  Isaac  Wood  assumed  the  medical  management.  The 
occasion  gave  origin  to  the  Fever  Hospital,  at  the  recommendation  of 
Dr.  David  Hosack,  to  which  charity  the  febrile  cases  were  transferred, 
when  within  a  month  the  pestilence  was  happily  at  an  end.  Dr.  Isaac 
Wood  now  received  the  appointment  of  resident  physician  of  the  Belle- 
vue Hospital,  and  held  the  office  seven  years,  with  signal  benefit  to 
the  public  interests  and  to  humanity,  when  his  resignation  led  to  the 
acceptance  of  the  trust  by  Dr.  B.  Ogden.    The  tortuous  policy  of 
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politic8|  however,  now  led  to  party  appointments,  and  the  evils  inci- 
dent to  snch  policy  flowed  in  with  increased  force;  inexperience  be- 
tr&jed  her  incompetency,  and  the  soundest  whiggism  and  most  radi- 
cal democracy  often  proved  equally  ignorant  of  the  principles  of  hy- 
^ene  and  cnrative  measures.     Typhusf  again  resumed  her  work,  and 
cbange  became  imperative.     In  the  midst  of  revolutionary  struggles, 
in  order  to  rectify  this  deplorable  condition,  the  government  of  this 
^;rt2X  institution  was  at  length  placed  under  the  medical  discipline  of 
X>r  David  M.  Reese,  as  physician  in  chief.    Justice  demands  that  it 
be  recorded,  that  this  appointment  led  to  a  great  reformation.     Dr. 
Reese,  during  his  term  of  office,  stood  forward  the  champion  of  inno- 
vation and  improvement,  and  displayed  in  a  noble  cause  a  persever- 
ance and  ability  which  have  proved  of  lasting  benefit. 

In  1849  the  office  of  Resident  Physician  was  abolished  by  the 
Board  of  Governors  of  the  Almshouse,  to  whom  the  control  of  the 
establishment  had  passed,  and  the  administration  of  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  Bellevue  given  over  entirely  to  a  Medical  Board. 
Enlargements  of  this  vast  charity  have  from  time  to  time  been  made, 
cooiiDensurate  to  the  wants  of  an  increasing  population,  and  advanta- 
gBOus  improvements  have  been  adopted,  characteristic  of  the  enlarged 
policy  of  our  municipal  authorities. 

The  Bellevue  Hospital  may  well  be  pronounced  a  noble  rival  to  the 
finest  and  best  conducted  charities  in  the  world.     As  a  school  of  prac- 
tical medicine  and  surgery,  its  claims  will  be  conceded  by  all ;  and  from 
DJy  official  connection  with  its  affairs,  for  some  years,  I  can  testify  to 
*^®  disinterested  zeal  and  benevolence  and  devotion  which  dignify  its 
"Dedical  and  surgical  Board,  and  clinical  instructors.     It  is  due  to  in- 
*^daal  zeal  and  professional  ardor  to  add,  that  the  great  field  of 
^^ical  and  surgical  practice  which  the  Bellevue  Hospital  presents, 
*^  I'ecently  led  to  the  formation  of  a  museum  of  pathological  anato- 
^y»  by  Dr.  J.  R.  Wood,  one  of  the  clinical  instructors. 

-^Ot  where  am  I  to  stop  when  I  have  entered  upon  a  consideration 

,    ^  ^^e  humane  and  benevolent  institutions  of  this  metropolis?  the 

^^f^est  notice  of  those  alone  which  have  been  created  since  the  in- 

??^lH>ration  of  the  Historical  Society,  by  legislative  authority  and  in- 

^^^^ual  liberality,  would  fill  a  volume.     Some  other  occasions  may 

appropriated  to  so  instructive  an  undertaking.     Among  her  thou- 

?^^^  claims  to  commendation,  I  consider  the  charities  of  this  metropo- 

^U  city  the  noblest  trophy  she  bears;  and  as  I  am  much  in  the  habit 

^^  ^onoectlng  with  her  various  institutions  the  names  and  promoters 
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of  those  beneficent  foundations,  I  cannot  separate  the  blessings  which 
have  been  imparted  to  suffering  mortals  during  the  long  career  of  the 
New  York  Hospital,  the  wisdom  imparted  by  clinical  instructioa  to 
the  hosts  of  students  who  have  resorted  thither  for  some  two  or  three 
generations,  and  the  triumphs  of  skill  which  the  professional  literature 
of  the  country  records,  achieved  by  Bayley,  Post,  Hosack,  Kissam, 
Seaman,  Stringham,  and  Mott.  Memoirs  of  these  eminent  professors 
of  the  art  of  healing  have  long  been  before  the  public.  Yet  I  could 
have  wished  that  some  surgical  friend  had  delineated  with  more  satis- 
faction than  has  yet  been  done,  the  great  career,  as  an  operative  sur- 
geon, of  Richard  S.  Kissam.  For  thirty  years  he  was  one  of  the 
surgical  faculty  of  the  New  York  Hospital,  a  station  he  was  solicited 
to  accept,  and  displayed  in  his  art  resources  of  practical  tact  and 
original  genius.  He  was  emulous  of  surgical  glory,  and  he  obtained 
it.  Our  city  had  the  honor  of  his  birth;  he  was  one  of  the  sons  of 
the  renowned  lawyer,  Benjamin  Kissam,  who  had  been  the  legal  in- 
structor of  John  Jay.  Young  Kissam  received  a  classical  education 
under  Cutting,  of  Long  Island,  and  was  graduated  M.D.  at  Edin- 
burgh, in  1187.  Upon  receiving  the  doctorate  he  travelled  over  the 
continent,  and  made  a  visit  to  Zimmerman,  who  presented  him  with  a 
copy  of  his  work  on  Solitude.  Horace  and  Zimmerman  were  the  two 
authors  Kissam  most  delighted  in.  His  long  and  triumphant  career 
leaves  no  possibility  of  doubt  as  to  the  solidity  of  his  pretensions. 
Society  had  little  attractions  for  him;  he  was  absorbed  in  his  profes- 
sion. During  more  than  twenty  years  he  was  the  most  popular  orator 
the  city  could  boast,  and  he  was  often  called  the  man  of  the  people. 
His  professional  liberality  to  the  afflicted  poor  was  a  striking  charac- 
teristic of  his  whole  life ;  while  from  the  affluent  he  demanded  n  be- 
coming return  for  his  skill.  He  died  in  November,  1822,  aged  fifty- 
nine  years. 

There  are  due,  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  metropolis,  many  obliga- 
tions to  the  administration  of  the  New  York  Hospital,  for  their  early 
and  incessant  efforts  to  mitigate  the  horrors  and  alleviate  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  insane.  The  loudest  calls  of  humanity  are  often  awakened 
in  cases  of  afflicted  intellect,  and  the  solicitude  which  has  from  time 
to  time  invoked  new  desires  for  their  relief,  has,  by  this  institution, 
been  crowned  with  results  cheering  to  the  philanthropist.  In  1808 
the  governors  of  the  hospital  erected  an  edifice  for  the  exclusive  use 
of  the  insane,  on  grounds  adjacent  to  the  south  wing  of  their  city  hos- 
pital, and  Dr.  Archibald  Bruce  was  elected  as  physician.    In  1820 
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tke  faffge  ftod  oommodiooB  institation  at  Bloomingdale,  under  their 
gorenunent,  was  opened  for  that  special  dass  of  patients.*   This  beaa- 
tifil  nte,  with  its  ample  buildings,  is  eminently  fitted  for  the  benevo- 
leDt  des^  originally  projected,  and  De  Witt  Clinton  secured  its  per- 
petdty  by  legislative  grants.     Among  the  medical  prescribers  to  this 
mgnificent  institution,  have  been  Hosack,  Neilson,  Bayley,  Ogden, 
MicDonald,  and  Pliny  Earle.    To  this  last-named  physician  the  pub- 
lic tre  obligated  for  valnable  statistics  and  reports  on  mental  alieoa- 
tioB.   When  justice  is  done  in  an  historical  account  of  the  Blooming- 
diie  Asylum,  the  services  of  that  prominent  citizen,  in  acts  of  benevo- 
lenoe,  the  late  Thomas  Eddy,  will  be  more  entirely  appreciated.     He 
lovd  the  first  opportunity  to  enter  into  a  correspondence  with  Samuel 
Tbke,  of  York,  in  England,  learning  of  the  success  which,  under  moral 
Bttifement,  had  followed  the  treatment  of  the  insane;  and  in  Knapp's 
Life  of  Eddy  are  to  be  found  many  incidents  connected  with  the  lit- 
cniytBd  professional  intercourse  of  these  two  worthy  disciples  of 
^rimitiTe  Barclay.     When  abroad  in  Europe  I  found  that  the  condi- 
tion of  lunatic  asylums,  and  the  treatment  of  those  suffering  the  tor- 
tvtt  of  a  diseased  mind,  were  subjects  attracting  great  notice.    The 
Kcport  of  the  Inquiry  instituted  by  Parliament  was  then  just  pab- 
IiBbed,  and  vast  abuses  exposed,  and  I  was  prompted  by  more  thaa 
*  TftciDt  curiosity  to  add  personal  facts  to  my  reading,  by  the  inspec- 
tioD  of  many  institutions  devoted  to  insanity,  and  the  treatment  adopt- 
^  by  them.     I  found  more  barbarity  and  indifference  in  the  medical 
^^■Bcipline  of  these  lamentable  subjects  of  insanity  in  the  establishments 
^  Holland,  than  elsewhere.     At  the  Bicetre,  in  Paris,  I  was  delight- 
^  with  the  fatherly  care  and  medical  tact  of  Pinel,  now  the  acknowl- 
*(%^  £BCOverer  of  the  great  benefits  of  moral  management,  but  who, 
>  short  time  before,  was  annoyed  by  the  vituperations  of  the  British 
P*^CSB.    At  the  Retreat  of  Samuel  Take,  the  benevolent  and  philosophic 
Quaker,  I  found  all  verified  that  his  novel  and  impressive  work  relatr 
^  sad  I  was  emboldened  to  write  to  Eddy,  on  the  success  of  this 
''Bportant  innovation  on  old  prejudices  which  this  institution  present- 
^'    The  result  was,  that,  fortified  by  the  most  gratifying  testimony, 
"^  writings  of  Tuke  and  the  publications  of  the  day,  with  verbal  de- 
^^^  by  intelligent  travellers  whom  Eddv  consulted,  the  moral  mao- 
*?^eot  found  the  strongest  advocates  among  the  members  of  tbe 
^^tal  Board,  and  demonstrative  proof  has  multi^died  itself  again 
^  ^tin,  that  whOe  the  doctors'  art  is  often  indispensable  to  reatora 

•  HoMck'B  Life  of  Ointon. 
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to  right  reason,  yet  that,  in  an  imposing  variety  of  cases,  disturbed 
intellects  are  rendered  again  healthy,  not  so  mnch  by  the  prescription 
of  drngs  as  by  humane  treatment,  and  that  system  of  management 
which  the  Retreat  so  advantageously  enforced.  Thomas  Eddy  will 
ever  be  remembered  as  the  active  agent  in  this  great  measure  in  the 
New  World.  Pathology  has  not  as  yet  yielded  us  any  great  light  on 
the  grave  causes  of  mental  aberration,  and  the  knife  of  the  dissector 
has  often  failed  to  trace  altered  structure  in  the  most  perverted  cases 
of  lunacy.  Hence,  we  estimate  at  a  still  higher  price  the  valne  of 
discipline,  the  exercise  of  the  kindlier  affections,  and  moral  culture. 
When  the  adoption  of  these  curative  measures  shall  have  become  more 
general,  we  shall  no  longer  hear  of  the  flagellation  of  an  infirm  mon- 
arch, or  of  ponderous  manacles  and  eternal  night  as  articles  of  the 
materia  medica.  Our  countryman,  Rush,  has  enlarged  our  storehouse 
of  facts  on  the  diseases  of  the  mind;  and  the  treatise  of  Dr.  Ray,  of 
Rhode  Island,  has  strengthened  our  philosophy  on  the  analysis  of  in- 
tricate cases  in  juridical  science. 

With  the  bare  mention  of  that  newly-created  charity,  St.  Lakers 
Hospital,  now  about  to  open  its  portals  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
afflicted — an  institution  the  offspring  of  Christian  benevolence,  aided 
by  the  outpouring  liberality  of  our  opulent  citizens — with  the  further 
prospects  we  have  before  us  of  a  Woman's  Hospital,  for  the  special 
relief  of  infirmities  over  which  recent  science  has  triumphed  in  the 
hands  of  Dr.  Sims,  and  the  cherished  hopes  derived  from  the  success 
of  our  enlightened  countryman,  Dr.  Howe,  of  Boston,  that  in  dae 
season  even  the  forlorn  idiot  may  be  rescued,  I  reluctantly  dismiss 
all  further  notice  of  the  many  corporations  of  like  benevolence  which 
flourish  in  this  metropolis.  But  it  is  the  less  necessary  on  this  occa- 
sion to  notice  the  progress  of  humanity  in  this  rapidly  increasing  city 
since  the  commencement  of  the  Historical  Society's  labors;  a  partial 
estimate  may  be  formed  of  the  work  that  is  actually  done,  and  is  do- 
ing among  us,  from  the  statement  lately  furnished  by  that  accurate 
observer.  Dr.  Griscom.* 

*  According  to  a  tableau  which  I  have  compiled,  says  Dr.  Griscom,  chiefly 
from  their  own  published  statements,  there  are  in  this  city  devoted  to  the  care 
of  the  sick  poor,  four  general  hospitals,  five  dispensaries,  two  eye  and  ear  infir- 
maries, one  lying-in  asylum,  three  special  hospitals  (on  BlackwelPs  and  Ran- 
dall's Islands,)  several  orphan  asylums  and  prison  hospitals,  besides  other  onena- 
mcrated  charitable  and  penal  establishments,  where  medical  and  surgical  aid 
is  rendered.  In  the  institutions  thus  enumerated  there  were  treated,  in  1665, 
151,449  cases  of  disease  of  every  variety.  Devoted  actively  to  the  service  of 
these  patients,  we  find  recorded  the  names  of  169  medical  men.  Estimating  the 
professional  service  rendered  these  patients  at  what  is  denominated,  in  the  last 


XBBICAL    OAZETTE.  189 

Widi  facts  of  this  import  before  ns,  who  will  gainsay  the  claims  of 
the  diTioe  art  of  healing  to  that  pablic  recognition  which  is  yielded  to 
the  highest  and  most  solemn  of  the  professional  labors  of  life?  who 
that  properly  contemplates  the  duties,  the  objects,  and  the  desires  of 
the  real  physician,  can  prove  reluctant  in  awarding  to  his  respoosible 
calling  merits  not  surpassed  by  those  of  any  other  human  avocation? 
Let  the  moralist  and  the  philosopher  give  attention  to  the  progress 
medical  science  has  made  during  a  period  not  longer  than  that  of  an 
ordioary  human  life;  investigate  the  achievements  which  have  marked 
the  past  thirty  years;  learn  in  how  many  ways  pestilence  has  been  dis- 
armed  of  half  her  weapons;  individual  disorders  lessened  in  malignity 
or  exterminated;  hygiene  fortified  with  new  capabilities;  the  princi- 
piea  of  sanitary  laws  comprehended  and  applied;  individual  life  made 
happier  and  prolonged;  the  health  of  mighty  populations  improved, 
and  the  great  numerical  increase  in  longevity.  London  is  at  the  pres- 
ent day  to  be  enumerated  as  first  of  the  healthiest  cities  in  the  world; 
and  the  statistics  which  have  been  given  to  the  public  by  our  country- 
Ban,  Dr.  Campbell  F.  Stewart,*  show  us  the  grounds  upon  which 
fife  aoouities  may  be  granted  to  the  greater  advantage  of  the  insurer, 
a  ratio  of  improvement  which  Price,  Morgan,  and  Finlaison  never  an- 
ticipated 

Nearly  all  this  has  been  accomplished  by  the  mental  activity,  the 
ttieDce,  and  the  philanthropy  of  the  medical  faculty.  Had  now  this 
opident  city  a  proper  sanitary  commission  duly  organized,  with  our 
almost  unequalled  topographical  advantages,  we  might  boast  of  a 
popQlation  whose  mortality  might  safely  be  estimated  at  twenty-five 

Jl^ort  of  one  of  these  institatioDS  in  true  mercantile  phrase,  the  *  *  lowest  mar- 

*^  valae."  (which  of  necessity  varies  in  the  several  institutions,  in  consequence 

^  the  variei  character  of  the  cases,)  we  have  an  aggregate  of  $745,458.    An 

J^jnt  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  these  services  shows  that  of  the«e 

^  oedical  men,  36  are  merely  boarded  and  lodged  at  the  expense  of  the  insti- 

^^OQS,  or  receive  pay  equivalent  thereto,  amounting  in  all  to  $6,552;  30  of 

*^JQa  receive  salaries  varying  from  $200  to  $1,500,  in  the  aggregate,  $20,560; 

^^e  the  remaining  103  receive  no  compensation  whatever.    In  addition  to 

^^^  if  we  estimate  the  amount  of  private  gratuitous  advice  which  every  medi- 

^1  man  renders,  in  the  emergencies  of  the  sick  poor,  at  the  moderate  rate  of 

^Oq  per  annum,  the  number  of  practitioners  in  this  city  being  about  900,  we 

«  a  total  som  of  $90,000  to  add  to  that  before  given,  making  a  total  of  eer- 

«  rendered  by  the  medical  profession,  in  the  year  1853,  to  the  sick  poor  in 

Gty  of  New  York,  of  $835,458,  of  which  there  is  returned  $27,112.    In 

ktever  light  it  may  be  viewed,  the  rendition  of  these  services  is  simply  the 

^^^tiibation  of  the  medical  profession  to  the  support  of  public  charity,  to  the 

*^1  aiDoant  mentioned;  it  is  so  much  saved  to  the  taxpayers. — Anniversary 

yt*miie  before  the  J^ew  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  JVov.  2ld,  1854,  by  Jqbm 

'^  GUBOOM,  M  J). 

*  Dinouie  before  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medidne. 
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or  thirty  per  cent,  less  than  is  Tecorded  of  its  present  inbtbitonts. 
Sad,  sad  indeed,  is  the  reflection,  that  responsible  trusts  are  not  al- 
ways confided  to  competent  officials.  The  tramnnels  of  party  tob 
often  defeat  the  best  designs,  a,nd  incompetency  nsnrps  t^  neskt  4t 
knowledge.  How  long  we  are  to  be  doomed  to  witness  this  mon- 
strous incongruity  and  suffer  its  penalties,  time  alone  mast  show. 

In  taking  a  retrospectiye  view  of  the  progress  of  medical  eeienoe 
dnring  the  past  fifty  or  sixty  years  in  New  York,  the  instructors  and 
practitioners  of  the  healing  art  have  had  many  reasons  for  rejoio^. 
Our  medical  colleges  have  enhanced  in  power  and  the  means  of  mi. 
lightenment.'*'  The  collateral  branches  of  science  are  unfolded  lijr 
more  ample  apparatus,  and  by  experiments  such  as  in  former  days 
were  wholly  beyond  our  reach.  Our  medical  annals  are  enriched  *wit|i 
recorded  evidences  of  great  chirurgical  skill,  of  novel  and  BaccestfAd 
proofe,  of  wise  discrimination,  and  of  genius  happily  demonstrated;  in 
the  practical  displays  of  clinical  sciences,  the  writings  of  onr  anthon 
have  furnished  lessons  of  instruction  to  the  masters  of  the  art  abroad. 
Onr  medical  and  scientific  literature  is  sought  after  with  becomuq^ 
deference  by  remote  professors  in  foreign  schools,  and  has  the  honor  tif 
translation  for  continental  Europe.  All  this  for  a  long  season  lifts 
been  gratifying  to  individual  pride  and  flattering  to  our  chctf actor  as 
a  rising  people.  Yet  it  is  not  to  be  concealed  that  impostnre  stOl 
holds  its  influence  among  ns,  and  that  as  a  learned  body  the  medical 
profession  is  still  disfigured  by  pretenders  to  its  secrets;  that  jarrkig 
elements  still  disturb  its  harmony,  and  that  the  public,  scarcely  to  Ibie 
presumed  to  be  the  best  judges  of  the  recondite  qualifications  of  the 
disciples  of  healing,  are  still  molested  by  the  artifices  of  the  designing 
«nd  the  effrontery  of  the  ignorant. 

More  than  forty  years  ago  I  gave  utterance  to  my  opinion  on  fhe 
condition  of  the  medical  art  in  New  York.f    The  reasons  for  denim- 

*  Now  three  in  number: — ^The  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  founded  fn 
1807— its  present  head,  Dr.  Cock;  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  Tofk, 
founded  in  1840 — present  bead,  Dr.  Draper;  and  the  New  York 'Medical  Collegie, 
founded  in  1848 — present  head,  Dr.  Green. 

t  *^  That  almost  every  district  of  our  coantry  abounds  with  individoalfl  Wko 
flet  up  to  exercise  the  duties  of  practitioners  of  medicine  need  fvarcely  be  stated; 
how  great  is  the  number  of  them,  who,  from  want  of  proper  education  and  front 
habits  of  indolence,  are  totally  ignorant  of  the  first  principles  of  their  profMiloliy 
and  who  degrade  the  noblest  of  studies  into  the  meanest  of  arts,  cannot  liaire 
escaped  the  attention  of  any  who  at  all  regard  the  interests  of  society.  "Tbat 
characters  of  this  description  do  abound,  not  in  this  or  that  particular  dtf  or 
district,  but  are  to  be  met  with  in  almost  every  part  of  the  country,  is  a  4bct 
which  no  one,  we  presume,  will  -have  the  hardtiiood  to  deny.    Tlmcb  thej 
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dilioi  d  many  ooesrreDces  then  prevalent  were  stronger  than  at  the 
daj.     The  condition  of  affairs  is  ameliorated.     NamerooB 
hftTe  been  in  operation  since  that  period,  which  have  correct- 
ed Biiij  abnaes  detrimental  to  public  safety.    Then  we  could  not 
tfmk  of  a  sdiool  of  Pfaarmaey.    The  Indian  doctors  and  the  effete 
Ranat  of  IkeotiateB  by  a  justice's  conrt,  thanks  to  a  superintending 
IVorideDoe,  now  rest  from  their  labors.     Collegiate  knowledge  is  more 
ffideif  difiased,  and  he  is  an  adventurous  individual  who  now  pre- 
■Mi  to  approach  the  bed-side  without  the  clinical  knowledge  of 
JMpitah.     It  may  be  written  as  an  axiom.  Yon  might  as  well  create 
ipiaclieal  aavigator  by  reudence  in  a  sylvan  retreat,  as  furnish  a 
jbpiaMM  without  ho^tal  experience. 

X evcrtbeleBS,  it  woold  be  criminal  to  ignore  the  fact  that  the  noble 
at  itill  Btnggict  with  many  difficulties,  and  it  is  a  glaring  truth  that 
■ot  fte  least  of  them  has  arisen  in  the  vicissitudes  of  legislation.  The 
km  wboleBome  laws  which  a  century  had  brought  forth,  for  the  adr 
it  of  medidse  and  the  protection  of  its  rights,  were  by  state 
r,  Bomt  ten  or  twelve  years  since,  abrogated,  and  strange  to 
add,  the  bill  which  accomplished  that  nefarious  measure  was  intro- 
dueed  into  the  chamber  of  the  Senate  by  a  partisan  representative 
tbifi  city.  The  distinguished  president  of  our  Historical  Society, 
Gov.  Bradish,  was  then  a  member  of  the  Senate.  It  is  scarce- 
ty  neceiwary  to  add  t^t  his  cultivated  mind  recoiled  at  the  measure, 
and  that  his  strenuous  efforts  were  exerted  to  defeat  the  iniquitous 
There  was  no  monthly  existing  to  absorb  the  rights  of  others 
eoold  justify  such  enactment.  The  colleges  did  no  more  than 
their  nsnal  honors,  to  distinguish  and  reward  merit;  they  foster- 
ad  DBDi^  talent,  and  held  communion  with  mature  experience,  with 
ao  otber  aim  than  to  exalt  excellence;  their  very  incorporation  for- 
tbeir  eoantenaiioe  of  corrupt  practices,  and  with  the  principles 
lafaerait  in  diacipliBed  minds,  they  <Msdained  to  mar  the  rank  of 
worth.    I  have  ofben  had  my  credulity  taxed  to  believe 


from  beMtto  of  prey,  InaBmnch  as  these  are  moet  generally  found  in  the 
wildB  of  tbe  eoiuilry,  wfaUe  thxtee  are  most  abundantly  eoogregated 
ear  iMgwt  aad  racMit  popolooB  citiea,  yet  they  wag€  war  with  equal  nkootm 
it  regards  tbe  deatroction  of  their  objects.    So  freqaently.  indf^.  do  they 
thLaMJreB  to  om*  view  w  almost  to  haye  become  domeeticated  and 
with  US,  and  to  hare  lost  that  novelty  which  moosttrs  in  gemenl 
Tht  inroads  and  depredations  which  they  commit  bid  defiance  to  all 
aalBifartifm;  irbeiha  ti»y  come  in  the  natural  shape  of  nostram-mongevs  aad 
of  wiislHhIp  enrea,  or  whether  they  assume  a  peculiar  grimaoe 

tint   tooch  us  e^nally  pestilentiaL'-— Jftnericssi  Med, 
',  ToLilL 
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that  in  these  enlightened  days  snch  hardihood  could  have  been  ex- 
hibited by  the  makers  of  oar  laws,  and  that  too  at  the  very  seat  of 
wisdom,  where  onr  special  gnardians  of  literature  and  science,  the 
Hon.  the  Regents  of  the  University,  annually  convene;  and  where, 
moreover,  that  long  created  association,  the  State  Medical  Society, 
with  its  many  able  members,  are  wont  to  exercise  their  chartered 
privileges  for  medical  improvement. 

It  is  almost  superfluous  to  remark  that  the  memorable  act  to  which 
I  have  alluded  was  received  by  the  profession  with  emotions  of  sorrow 
and  indignation.  It  was  now  seen  that  the  noble  art  was  again  left 
unprotected  by  the  representatives  of  the  people,  and  consequently  by 
the  people  themselves.  It  had  thus  found  itself  in  the  beginning  of 
the  city,  but  a  revolving  century  had  presented  some  relief;  its 
prospects  had  brightened,  and  the  rights  and  immunities  of  the  reg^ 
ular  physician  had  been  recognized,  and  approved  laws  had  secnred 
him  against  the  tricks  of  the  harlequin  and  the  wiles  of  the  over-reach^ 
ing.  The  disciplined  medical  man  is  not,  however,  the  easiest  to  be 
disheartened.     His  study  is  human  nature,  and  he  comprehends  its 

phases. 

Intas  et  in  cute  novi. 

He  is  familiar  with  hindrances,  and  in  the  exercise  of  his  art  has  often 
prescribed  for  individual  mental  delusion,  and  can  comprehend  the 
sources  of  popnlar  error.  What  is  sporadic  he  knows  may  become 
epidemic. 

The  medical  faculty,  accordingly,  now  took  a  new  view  of  the  in- 
terests of  their  profession  and  the  safety  of  the  people.  Their  determiD»> 
tion  was  fixed  that  no  degeneracy  in  that  science  to  which  their  liyes 
were  devoted,  should  follow  as  a  consequence  of  pernicious  legislation. 
Notwithstanding  all  restrictions  of  qualifications  for  the  exercise  of  the 
art  might  be  considered  as  removed,  yet  the  city  was  not  to  be  dis- 
mayed by  absurd  enactments,  nor  the  profession  alarmed  because  the 
door  was  opened  so  wide  that  all  who  chose  might  enter  into  practice— 
a  broader  privilege  than  is  enjoyed,  I  believe,  by  any  of  the  members 
of  the  mechanical  fraternity.  Other  circumstances,  not  now  necessary 
to  be  enumerated,  strengthened  their  designs  and  favored  their' de- 
liberations, and  there  was  no  reason  for  delay.  The  anspicions  hour 
had  at  length  arrived,  and  the  formation  of  an  Academy  of  Medicine 
in  this  city  was  secured.  This  timely,  this  judicious,  this  important, 
this  necessary  movement  owed  its  creation  to  the  wants  and  honor  of 
the  profession,  and  the  perpetuity  of  its  rights.    Association,  it  wm 
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lamented,  was  occasioned  by  a  dissection  woand,  arising  from  his  zeal 
to  arrire,  by  a  post-mortem  examination,  to  more  certain  pathological 
conclasions,  in  a  case  of  singular  interest.  He  met  this  unexpected 
disaster  with  exemplary  forbearance,  and  experienced  the  consolation 
of  a  Christian's  hope  in  his  final  departure.  The  Academy  paid  ap- 
propriate funeral  honors  to  his  memory,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tyng,  of  St. 
George's  Chapel,  of  which  Dr.  Stearns  had  long  been  a  member,  de* 
livered  an  appropriate  discourse  on  the  life  and  character  of  the 
"  Good  Physician." 

Great  as  was  the  devotion  paid  by  Dr.  Stearns  to  practical  medi- 
cine, he  was  in  earlier  life  enlisted  in  political  affairs;  and  we  find 
him  in  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  1812,  and  a  membor 
of  the  Council  of  Appointment.  Shortly  after  the  organization  of  the 
State  Medical  Society,  he  delivered  the  annual  address,  as  President 
He  was  for  many  years  a  Trustee  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons.  His  name  is  recorded  as  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Ameri- 
can Tract  Society,  and  he  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
Bible  Society,  and  the  Institution  for  the  benefit  pf  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb.  The  annals  of  charity  include  his  name  in  other  institutiona 
of  a  benevolent  design.  His  philanthropic  spirit  cannot  be  question- 
ed. His  writings  on  the  profession,  and  on  subjects  of  a  kindred 
nature,  are  scattered  through  the  periodicals  of  the  times.  He  is  in- 
dissolnbly  associated  with  an  heroic  article  of  the  materia  medica,  the 
virtues  of  which  his  clinical  sagacity  first  brought  to  notice.  His 
brief  paper  on  Catalepsy  attracted  the  attention  of  the  learned  Dr. 
Good.  This  short  sketch  must  suffice  to  show  that  the  Academy 
were  judicious  in  their  choice  of  their  first  officer,  and  both  his  in- 
augural address  and  the  manner  in  which  he  fulfilled  his  trust,  soon 
dismissed  all  doubt  as  to  the  wisdom  of  their  suffrage.  This  vener- 
able man  gave  dignity  to  the  meetings;  his  conrteousness  secured  def> 
erence  and  maintained  authority ;  his  knowledge  and  his  impartiaiitj 
added  fairness  to  debate,  and  increased  the  gratification  of  intellectual 
association. 

The  office  of  President  is  filled  by  annual  elections.  The  present 
head  of  the  Academy  is  Valentine  Mott,  whose  zeal  and  assiduity  in 
behalf  of  the  great  interests  of  medical  and  8nrgical  science,  half  a 
century's  labors  testify.  The  lustre  of  his  great  name  seems  to  hsTe 
still  further  swelled  the  number  of  friends  to  the  Academy,  and  excit- 
ed additional  activity  among  them  to  promote  the  expressed  deslgni 
of  its  incorporation. 
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[Rrom the SoutliernMed.  and Snig.  JonmaL] 

A  (finical  Ziectnre  upon  some  of  the  EflfoctB  of  Intemperance. 

DeliTered  at  the  Augusta  Gitj  Hospital,  bj  L.  A.  Duais,  M.D., 
and  written  out  bj  special  request 

OiNTLBicEK — ^The  case  of  the  woman  we  have  just  left  in  a  mori- 

had  condition,  is  well  calculated  to  arrest  oar  attention.    Tkis 

woman,  who  now  seems  to  be  about  40  years  of  age,  and  who  pre- 

MDts  to  OS  so  lamentable  a  picture  of  the  effects  of  vice,  is  one  of  the 

ftifl  osterhood,  who,  having  in  her  youth  forfeited  her  social  position, 

fed  from  the  parental  roof  to  a  den  of  infamy,  and  has  been  ever  since 

ndtaToring  to  drown  her  remorse  in  alcoholic  and  other  narcotic 

potitioiis.    She  was  a  short  time  since  taken  from  a  miserable  negro 

Wfd,  and  brought  here  to  die  and  to  be  buried  at  the  expense  of  the 

citf.   Ton  may  hare  obserred  when  we  first  saw  her,  a  few  days  ago, 

flit  die  was  still  able  to  speak,  although  her  articulation  was  slow 

lid  Mmewhat  difficult — that  she  lay  upon  her  back  without  the 

pover  to  move  either  her  limbs  or  her  trunk,  but  still  retaining  her 

mibOity  as  well  as  her  mental  faculties  comparatively  unimpaired — 

flit  she  was  not  laboring  under  paralysis,  properly  so  called,  but 

flit  she  was  suffering  from  a  real  exhaustion  of  nervous  power 

ttiti^hoat  the  whole  system,  which  had  been  gradually  progressive, 

ttd  without  any  indication  whatever  of  local  organic  disease.    She 

*ov  appears  to  be  asleep  with  her  eyes  half  open,  but  breathes 

9>efly,  and  presents  none  of  the  phenomena  of  apoplexy.    She  has 

F^iied  into  this  state  gradually  since  you  last  saw  her,  and  her  small 

^  rapid  pulse  indicates  an  early  termination  of  this  process  of 

'^utioo.     The    energies  of  life,  long  undermined    by  dissolate 

"*^t8,  have  gradually  yielded,  ^and  she  now  dies  evidently  from  mere 

^^^ims  exhaustion. 

^t  is  in  the  presence  ci  cases  like  tiiese  that  the  physician  realizes 
^^  fullest  f<m:e  one  of  the  evils — perhaps,  alas,  a  necessary  evil — 
Y  "Mie  social  system  ci  refined  civilization;  I  mea^  that  which  con- 
^^ns  to  perpetual  in&my  the  unfortunate  female,  who,  in  a  moment 
r^^^fitnation,  yields  to  the  designs  of  an  artful  and  heartiess  deceiver! 
^^^  soon  realizes  her  dreadful  error,  and  yet  dares  not,  as  she  had 
^^^ys  done  before,  appeal  to  the  parents  who  would  affectionately 
^^^^look  any  other  guilt  and  endeavor  to  palliate  it — for  she  knows 
y^^^  thii  ii  an  unpardonable  sin,  even  in  the  sight  of  those  who  gave 
fairthl  Oh,  if  she  ooold  only  be  allowed  to  throw  hendf  npoa 
10 
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her  knees,  implore  their  forgiTeneBS,  and  receive  from  them  even  a 
look  of  kindness,  she  would  do  so,  continue  to  dwell  with  them,  and 
probably  lead  a  virtuous  life  the  remainder  of  her  days.  But,  no; 
she  must  fly,  or  be  driven  from  the  midst  of  those  she  loves,  and  be 
an  outcast  among  the  vilest  refuse  of  society,  where,  with  a  broken 
heart  and  -lacerated  «K)nscience,  she  naturally  seeks  relief  in  theob- 
tunding  use  of  narcotics  of  one  kind  (M*  another!  The  ^Eects  of  these 
are  before  us;  we  here  behold,  however,  only  one  of  the  sad  coine- 
quences  of  intemperance,  and^  if  you  will  pardon  me  for  dweUmg  npM 
a  topic,  perhaps  trite,  I  wfll  take  this  opportunity  to  make  a  few 
comments  upon  some  of  the  evils  of  intemperance  to  the  indmdod 
who  indulges  in  this  vice,  to  his  dBspring  add  to  his  race. 

I  beg  leave,  gentlemen,  at  (mce  to  say  that  I  am  not  one  of  thoie 
who  think  that  a  good  cause  is  ever  benefited  by  exaggeratimi  tasA 
by  positions  nnsustained  by  truth.  I  would  not,  therefore,  have  you 
to  give  credence  to  the  ridiculous  stories  about  alcohol  being  fbwul 
in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain,  about  the  spontaneous  combustion  of 
drunkards,  &c.;  nor  would  I  tell  you  that  a  moderate  and  we]l<r^^- 
lated  use  of  intoxicating  beverages  is  always  injurious,  when  the  moft 
casual  observation  might  falsify  the  assertion.  It  is  of  iniemperancB  I 
wish  to  speak,  and  not  of  temperanee;  and  yet  I  am  free  to  say,  that 
if  a  man  cannot  drink  without  drii&ing  too  much,  he  ought  BOt  to 
drink  at  all. 

There  are  two  forms  of  intemperance — the  one  periodical  and  the 
other  continued.  Those  addicted  to  the  former  will  drink  prc^teely 
for  days  or  weeks,  until  the  stemaoh  rebels  and  rejects  the  potataoDB, 
and  they  cannot  take  any  more.  They  will  then  suffer  greatly,  men- 
tally and  physically,  a  few  days,  and  gradually  get  over  their  ''  spree,'' 
to  resume  it  again  after  the  lapse  ^f  weeks,  months,  or  even  years. 
This  is  the  most  inveterate,  the  most  incurable  form  of  intemperanoe. 
Indeed,  I  may  say  that  I  look  upon  such  cases  as  utterly  hopeleBiy 
for  I  have  never  known  a  single  instance  of  permanent  reformatioiL 
in  those  addicted  to  periodical  intemperance.  The  victims  of  this  fona 
are  more  violent  and  uncontrollable,  nu^e  disagreeable  and  dangerovB 
to  society,  more  subject  to  delirium  tremens,  and  more  liable  to  per- 
manent insanity,  than  habitual  inebriates. 

The  contmued  form  of  intemperance  is  that  in  which  the  indtiddnal 
habitually  takes  too  much;  some  will  attend  to  their  bwness  dnring 
the  day  more  or  less  efficiently,  and  yet  be  surfeited  every  night— 
others  are  sober  enough  to  attend  to  business  only  in  the  fortnoan-^ 
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•od,  i^aOj,  there  are  many  who  cm  scarcely  ever  be  found  entirely 
lofaer.  I  recollect  a  case  in  conrt  in  which  a  will  was  set  aside  npon 
the  testimony  of  the  neighbors  that  the  maker  had  not  been  sober 
CMoifli  in  ten  years  to  kjdow  what  he  wa9  abostl  The  will  had  been 
uecBted  six  or  seven  yeais  before  his  death.  And  yet  this  man  lived 
lereQty-five  years,  aod  had  been  intemperate  all  his  life.  I  believe  it 
tobea  gweral  mle,  that  the  habitually  intemperate  live  longer  than 
thoiB  who  are  OQly  periodically  so.  But  the  habitaal  inebriate  is 
■on  liable  to  liv^  disease,  to  dropsy  aud  tp  rbenmatism — neither  of 
lUdi  aSetfticms  have  I  ever  known  cured  under  9ueh  circumstances. 
Die  periodical  drunkard  is  more  apt  to  be  carried  off  by  an  attack  of 
Danift-a^tn,  or  of  some  other  acute  disease.  While  with  most  per- 
lOBiiatempenuice  induce  more  or  less  of  plethora  and  corpulency, 
tien  are  some  in  whom  it  produces  an  opposite  effect,  and  we  find 
tkee  pale  or  sallow,  and  thin.  When  it  ternnnates  in  dropsy,  this 
lew  to  be  ia  consequence  of  hypertrophy  of  the  cellular  tissue  of  the 
fiitf,  hy  which  the  portal  veins  are  compressed  to  snch  a  degree  as 
teiapede  the  free  passage  of  blood,  and  to  cause  its  undue  accumu- 
hftMi  in  the  intestinal  canal  and  its  investing  membrane.  In  such 
ttM  the  vessels  may  relieve  tiiemselves  by  an  abundant  secretion 
fan  the  mucous  surface,  constituting  diarrhoea,  or  by  an  exhalation 
Ato  the  peritoneal  cavity,  so  as  to  produce  dropsy.  Either  of  these 
9iiptonis  may  be,  in  general,  regarded  as  the  precursor  of  early  dis- 
lAition. 

Intemperance  dee^y  affi^ts  the  nervous  system  of  animal  life,  as  is 
'VBioed  by  the  uncertain  gait,  the  tremnlous  hand,  convnlsiops,  and 
^tWi  painM  diseases.    But  tiie  brain,  this  great  seat  of  intellect 
^  of  the  moral  perceptions,  reveals  its  baneful  influence  under  the 
''^fnm  of  maniara-potu,  perverted  reason,  and  moral  depravity.    Who 
*^  not  seen  instances  in  which  the  noblest  intellect  and  the  most  re- 
**^  sense  of  propriety  have  been  thus  changed  into  stupid  vagaries 
''^  knavish  as  well  as  brutal  propensities  ?    With  reason  dethroned 
.*^^  the  moral  perceptions  blnnted,  the  victim  drags  a  miserable  ex- 
fenoe  himself,  and  embitters  that  of  all  who  loved  and  esteemed  him  I 
Xjfi  08  now  look  at  some  of  the  effects  of  intemperance  upon  the 
^^pring  and  upon  the  race.    I  think  it  susceptible  of  easy  demon- 
tioD,  that  the  children  of  an  habitual  inebriate  will  have  but  little 
it  is  to  say,  that  their  powers  of  resistance  to  morbid  in- 
^^Msnees  will  be  more  or  less  impaired,  and  that  they  will,  therefore,  be 
liable  to  disease  than  they  would  otherwise  have  been;  that 
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they  will  often  be  scrofaloas,  and  occasionally  insane,  or  idiotic. 
These  effects  will,  moreover,  become  more  and  more  apparent  the 
longer  the  parent  has  been  a  dmnkard;  so  that  if  he  have  a  large 
family  daring  his  intemperance,  the  deterioration  of  his  children  will 
be  progressive,  and  the  last  may  be  so  pony  as  never  to  reach  ma- 
turity, although  the  first  may  be  comparatively  healthy.  Nay,  there 
are  some  drunkards,  whose  own  constitntion  being  poor,  will  rear  a 
few  children,  and  then  lose  in  infancy  or  childhood  all  those  they  may 
subsequently  have.  Jnst  reflect  a  little  npon  the  condition  of  the 
families  in  yonr  respective  neighborhoods,  and  I  think  that  each  one 
of  yon  will  recall  to  mind  some  illnstration  of  the  correctness  of  theie 
propositions. 

Well,  gentlemen,  what  is  tme  with  regard  to  the  inflnence  of  in- 
temperance npon  the  offspring  of  the  first  drnnken  parent,  becomei 
most  painfully  so  if  the  offspring  himself  follow  the  example  of  hiB 
father  and  become  also  a  drunken  parent.  The  issue  of  this  secmid 
generation  of  drunkards  will,  in  all  probability,  be  few  in  number,  and 
their  stamina  will  be  so  much  impaired  that  it  will  be  with  the  utmost 
difficulty  that  any  of  them  can  reach  maturity.  Let  us  follow  this 
third  generation,  and  if  it  perchance  also  take  to  the  bottle,  it  will  be 
the  last  of  that  family;  for  I  do  not  hesitate  to  proclaim  it  as  a  law 
of  almost  universal  applicability,  that  three  successive  gemeratums  of 
drunkards  wiU  leave  tu)  issue!  The  third  generation  may  have  chfl- 
dren,  but  not  one  of  these  will  be  reared  to  manhood  I  This  may  ap- 
pear to  you  a  startling  announcement^  but  I  believe  that  you  will 
find  it  based  upon  truth.  As  I  have  long  since  entertained  these 
views  of  the  effects  of  intemperance  upon  families,  I  would  like  to  ac^ 
dnce  some  of  the  evidence  I  have  collected  from  personal  observation, 
were  it  not  manifestly  improper  to  lift  the  veil  from  the  private 
history  of  families  who  have  passed  away.  But  we  can,  without  the 
least  impropriety,  study  the  history  of  families,  in  connection  with 
that  of  the  race  to  which  they  belong,  and  if  you  will  bear  with  me  a 
few  moments  more,  I  will  endeavor  to  illustrate  my  proposition  by  a 
reference  to  the  sad  history  of  our  aboriginal  savages. 

I  need  not  repeat  what  you  all  know — that  tribe  after  tribe  of  the 
children  of  the  forest  have  vanished  from  before  the  sun,  and  still 
continue  to  do  so  with  awful  rapidity.  Why  is  this  so?  Is  there 
anything  in  their  physical  organization  that  incapacitates  them  tea 
the  perpetuation  of  their  species,  or  race,  if  you  prefer  the  termf 
Certainly  not.    Then  I  again  ask  the  question,  Why  is  it  so?    Li 
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Oder  to  answer  this,  let  ns  examine  the  inflaences  that  have  been 
Ivooght  to  bear  upon  this  race  in  the  different  portions  of  onr  con- 
tment,  and  let  ns  see  if  they  have  suffered  equally  in  these  seyeral 
Ngions. 

America  has  been  colonized  by  two  classes  of  people:  in  the  one 

ve  find  the  Spaniards,  the  Portngnese,  and  the  French;  in  the  other 

tbe  British  and  their  American  descendants.    Now  how  have  the 

lodiioi  fared  nnder  the  dominion  of  these  two  classes  ?    Under  the 

fonner  they  have  increased  and  multiplied,  whereas  under  the  latter 

thejbaTe  been  annihilated!    The  Spanish,  the  Portuguese,  and  the 

Fre&di  are  temperate  people,  and  the  British  and  Anglo-Americans 

intemparate;  and  while  the  former  have  propitiated  the  good-will  of 

tte  8a?ages,  have  fraternized  with  them,  have  civilized  and  chris- 

tiiBaed  them,  probably  as  far  as  their  nature  will  permit;  the  latter 

hiTe  done  neither,  but  haye,  on  the  contrary,  introduced  among  them 

their  own  rices  and  intemperance,  and  driyen  them  from  their  hunting 

Vcrnds  to  perish  like  outcasts.    Contrast  the  history  of  the  Indian 

IB  Mexico  with  that  of  the  same  race  in  the  United  States,  or  eyen 

b  Gfeorgia.    Towards  the  close  of  the  last  century  the  population  of 

Mexico  was  about  four  millions,  of  which  the  pure  Indian  element 

^OQstitated  about  two  millions.    The  population  of  that  Republic  is 

Bow  about  seven  millions,  of  whom  at  least  four  millions  are  pure 

Indians,  two  millions  mixed  races,  and  one  million  pure  castillians. 

Sixty  years  ago,  one  half  of  the  State  of  Georgia  was  peopled  with 

■^^ages — and  where  are  they  now  ?    With  the  exception  of  a  small 

'^Qinant  of  Cherokees  and  Greeks,  who  have  been  driven  across  the 

'Itasfesippi,  these  mighty  tribes  have  ceased  to  exist!    In  South 

"^iKierica  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  Indian  population  is  fully  as 

j^^mt  as  it  ever  was,  if  not  greater.    Under  the  French  dominion,  the 

^^^^lada  Indians  prospered  as  they  do  in  South  America;  but  they 

^^>e  been  deteriorating  and  dwindling  away  rapidly  ever  since  the 

^^itiah  have  acquired  those  provinces. 

Xook  at  the  influence  of  the  boasted  civilization  introduced  by  the 
^^^tiking  races  among  the  Sandwich  Islanders!  The  third  generation 
^  drunkards  is  now  living  there,  and  it  is  estimated  that  in  fifteen  or 
^^'^^nty  years  more  there  will  not  be  left.a  solitary  representative  of 
^*^^t  people.  The  sailor  with  his  bottle  has  doubtless  ha^more  follow- 
^^%  than  the  missionary  with  his  Bible  in  that  unhappy  land.  Look 
^  tile  dissolute  and  drunken  habits  of  onr  frontier  Indians,  and  yon 
^^unot  be  long  in  discovering  the  true  reason  of  their  extinctioD. 
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The  SAttie  ban^finl  influence  ot)erate8  upon  the  fr6e  blacks  wtic 
refage  in  the  large  cities  at  the  North.  The  cHmate  mij,  it  is 
acconnt  in  some  degree  for  the  great  mortality  among  them;  l^ 
temperance  is  nnqnestionablj  their  greatest  enemy.  The  philai 
pist  will  look  in  vain  for  a  solntion  of  these  stubborn  facts,  nnh 
attribute  them  to  intemperance,  the  most  potent  destroyer  of  mai 

I  hope,  gentlemen,  that  you  wiH  pardon  the  length  of  the  digri 
into  which  I  have  been  insensibly  led  from  the  case  under  our  » 
consideration.  I  did  not  intend  to  make  you  a  temperance  addi 
but  I  never  see  a  victim  of  this  awful  prbpehsity,  without  feelinjg 
something  ought  to  be  done  to  ptit  a  stop  to  it.  I  have,  therefoi 
deavored  to  direct  your  attention,  in  as  forcible  a  manner  as  I 
under  the  inspiration  of  the  moment,  to  some  of  its  pernicious  e 
You  are  destined,  I  trust,  to  exert  some  inflnem^e  upon  the  com 
ties  in  which  you  may  fix  your  abode.  No  member  of  society 
more  in  his  power  to  do  good,  than  the  intelligent  and  moral  ] 
cian.  The  subject  before  us  affords  a  noble  field  for  the  exen 
enlightened  benevdlence.  Unite  your  efforts  to  extirpate  this,  o 
will  do  to  stay  the  ravages  of  othisr  diseases.  Let  us  look  up 
temperance  as  a  disease,  and  trei^t  it  as  such.  Must  it  not  inde 
a  veritable  mental  derangement,  that  would  lead  a  man  irresis 
as  it  were,  to  the  destruction  of  self,  of  family  and  of  race?  I 
but  call  it  a  species  of  msamity,  and  the  remedy  will  suggest  itsc 
mediately. 

Tiiat  intemperance  is  a  disease,  will,  I  think,  be  very  general]; 
ceded  by  enlightened  physicians.  Like  other  morbid  conditio 
may  be  inherited,  or  acquired.  When  derived  by  inheritance,  t 
tient  may  not  be  so  much  to  bliome  as  wh^n  it  is  acquired  by  ink| 
indulgence.  It  nevertheless,  iii  all  cases,  reveals  a  morbid  con 
of  the  brain,  not  unKke  that  which  constitutes  other  forms  of  : 
mania.  The  patient  is  as  irresistibly  impelled  to  drink,  as  some : 
maniacs  are  to  thieve,  notwithstanding  all  the  influences  of  edui 
and  of  other  incentives  to  good  conduct.  Some  will  say  tba 
only  a  depraved  appetite,  or  a  want  of  proper  self  control;  bu 
does  not  change  the  matter.  This  depraved  a^^tite,  or  this  im 
to  control  one's  propensities,  is  a  morbid  state — often  as  much  d 
ed  by  the  patient  himself,  as  by  his  friends.  I  have  frequtotly 
these  patients,  in  their  lucid  intervals,  declare  most  solemnly  the* 
would  cheerfully  give  aill  they  possessed  to  get  rid  of  this  dr 
{ifrGpenst^.    And  I  bdieve  that  they  were  sincere. 
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fiotiiow shall  we  treat  sc^ch  cases?  Place  theni  in  asiasjlam  as 
joa  do  those  affected  with  other  forms  of  insanity;  and  let  them  nn- 
deigo  such  treatment  as  may  be  deemed  best  adapted  to  the  restora- 
tioa  of  the  brain  and  neryons  system  to  their  proper  and  normal 
fiinctions. 

I  am  aware  that,  under  existing  circumstances,  this  cannot  be  done. 

We  need  legislation  upon  the  subject,  before  we  can  carry  out  our 

Tiews;  and  I  can  see  no  good  reason  why  some  men  should  be  sent  to 

the  lunatic  asylum,  and  their  property  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 

trustees,  until  they  be  relieved  of  certain  forms  of  insanity,  while 

others  equally  iojurious  to  society,  and    unable  to  manage  their 

aSuiB,  in  consequence  of  intemperance — another  species  of  insanity 

--are  allowed  to  run  at  large,  squandering  their  estate,  embitteritag 

the  lives  of  their  family,  annoying  whole  communities,  and  committing 

emy  variety  of  crime.    I  verily  believe  that  a  majority  of  the  in- 

itates  of  lunatic  asylums  would  be  found  less  dangwous  and  less 

annoying  to  the  communities  from  which  they  were  sent  than  any 

espial  number  of  drunkards. 

I  think  that  the  Legislature  of  New  York  ha$  taken  the  initiative 
in  chartering  a  voluntary  Asylum  for  Inebriates.  This  is  a  step  in 
the  right  direction,  and  may  of  itself  be  productive  of  much  good. 
Bat  inebriates  ought  to  be  pat  upon  the  same  footing  as  other 
lAoatics.  Let  a  writ  of  lunacy  bring  them  before  a  jury — and  upon 
ooQYiction,  let  them  be  ordered  to  the  asylum,  and  their  estate  be 
placed  in  the  custody  of  trustees  until  their  recovery — and  I  firmly 
believe  that  permanent  cures  may  in  very  many  instances  be  the  result. 
The  sufferers  from  intemperance  are  entitled  to  our  sympathy,  and 
ve  should  come  to  their  relief,  however  loathsome  they  may  be  in  the 
sight  of  the  non-professional  members  of  society.  Let  us  not  apply 
to  them  degrading  epithets  and  treat  them  like  brutes;  but  on  the 
contrary,  extend  to  them  the  hand  of  kindness  and  the  offices  of 
christian  charity.  It  is  thus  alone  that  we  may  obtain  their  copfi- 
deoce  and  become  useful  to  them. 

The  fact  being  once  established  by  the  legislation  of  the  country, 
that  intemperance  is  a  disease,  and  that  it  can  only  be  treated  snc- 
oessfnlly  in  an  institution  humanely  and  properly  devised  for  this 
special  purpose,  much  of  the  odium  that  now  attaches  to  this  condi- 
tiony  and  which  might  otherwise  result  from  the  confinement,  will  be 
removed.  I  believe  that  such  a  system  would  do  more  good  than  all 
oar  temperance  societies.    The  combined  influence  of  both,  howevinri 
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woaM  in  all  probability  erase  from  oar  national  escatchepn  one  of  its 
fonlest  blots.  If  yon  agree  with  me,  let  ns  nnite  oar  endearori  to 
bring  abont  in  onr  respectiye  communities  snch  a  state  of  poblb 
opinion  as  may  result  in  the  legal  establishment,  in  erery  state,  of 
Asylums  for  the  Inebriate. 


*  m*- 


The  Present  State  of  Mediocd  Soienoe. 

[We  give  place  to  the  following  extract  from  the  New  Orleans 
Med,  and  Surg,  Journal,  It  is  a  timely  rebuke  to  some  of  the  present 
impostures  of  quackery  in  the  North,  from  which  the  South  is  com- 
paratively free.  It  is  the  conclusion  of  an  able  editoral  on  the 
present  state  of  medical  science,  by  the  editor,  Dr.  Bennet  Dowler.] 

The  fair  face  of  science  is  scarred,  deformed  and  blackened  at  the 
present  time  by  more  numerous  and  extensive  quackeries  than  wer« 
ever  before  witnessed  in  all  the  abberrations  of  medical  humanity. 

Passing  by  homoBopathy,  hydropathy,  and  some  other  systems,  tibe 
limits  of  this  article  will  allow  of  but  a  slight  glance  at  two  charlar 
tanries,  namely,  spiritualistic  and  Thompsonian  medicine. 

A  few  months  ago,  one  number  among  the  many  of  the  journals  de- 
voted to  modem  spiritualism,  was  sent  to  the  office  of  the  New  Orleam 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  This  spiritual  sheet,  beautifully  print- 
ed at  Boston,  called  the  Banner  of  Light,  contained  the  subjoined 
significant  advertisements,  which  will  be  reproduced  without  comment, 
not  only  to  show  Southern  readers  how  spiritualists  practise  the  heal- 
ing art  in  the  North,  but  also  to  record,  for  the  information  of  remote 
posterity,  these  precious  documents,  illustrative  of  the  therapeutics  of 
the  year  185T,  should  the  New  Orleans  Medical  Journal  happen  by 
any  unexpected  chance  to  float  down  the  stream  of  time  a  few  cen- 
turies. Who  would  not  have  thanked  Hippocrates,  Galen,  Oelsoa, 
or  other  ancient  writer  for  advertisements  illustrative  of  the  quackeries 
of  their  times  ?  Centaurs,  Egyptian  magicians,  and  the  mysteries  of 
the  Asclepiades  of  the  remote  past,  "  pale  their  ineffectual  fiiW'  bet- 
fore  modern  table-turners,  clairvoyants,  and  trance  doctors,  anno  185t. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  advertisements  in  one  number  of  the 
Bcmner  of  Light,  it  may  be  proper  to  mention  that  this  sheet,  with 
many  others,  claims  that  the  table-turning  spiritualism  which  it  adTO- 
cates  "is  believed  in  by  three  millions  of  people;  that  the  caose  is 
God's  cause;  that  we  have  the  testimony  of  tens^  yea,  hindreds  of 
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tiKxmods  in  eridence  of  the  presence  of  those  whom  we  have  been 

taught  were  '  dead  and  know  not  anything.'    We've  these  dead  here 

with  08  now;  they  live,  speak,  clasp  oar  hands  in  their  own,  and  tell 

n  of  thdr  glorious  entrance  into  a  beautiful  world  of  life  and  joy.'' 
"Asoor  circle  is  open  to  all  spirits,  Mends  in  distant  cities  may 

make  arrangements  with  their  spirit  friends  to  commune  with  them 

thiODgh  ear  columns  if  they  wish,  and  thus  add  a  strong  test  to  their 
fittth  in  spiritual  intercourse. 

"Spiritualism,  rightly  interpreted,  is  the  Great  Word,  or  Truth, 
tkat  was  in  the  beginning  with  God,  was  with  God,  and  indeed  was 
Q(^t}  « Advertisements  not  exceeding  twelve  lines,  ten  dollars 
qoarterly." 

The  Banrur  gives  notices,  "  with  a  motive,"  perhaps,  of  various 
neetings,  with  day  and  hour  for  **  speaking  by  entranced  mediums" — 
"trance  meetings."  It  abounds  with  individual  advertisements,  of 
1^  some  of  the  briefest  are  the  following,  which  are  sometimes 
abridged,  as  to  street,  number,  date,  hours,  fees,  etc.  They  show  the 
nwdical  use  of  spiritual  therapeutics  in  the  North,  which  the  Southern 
Mitf  is  either  too  weak  or  too  wise  to  adopt  in  clinical  medicine. 

"Mrs.  J.  n.  Gonant,  trance  medium  for  medical  examinations 
OHLT.  Examinations  $1  at  her  rooms,  or  at  the  residence  of  the 
prtlent." 

"Mrs.  W.  R.  Hayden,  Rapping,  Writing,  Imprinting  (letters  on 
the  arm)  and  Clair-sympathetic  Medium." 

"Dr.  W.  R.  Hayden,  Physician  and  Medical  Mesmerist." 

"An  Asylum  for  the  afflicted,  healing  by  the  laying  on  of  hands; 
iBoderate  terms.  Those  sending  locks  of  hair  to  indicate  their  dis- 
^Mes  should  enclose  one  dollar  for  the  examination,  with  a  letter 
Btamp  to  prepay  the  postage.    Charles  Main,  Healing  Medium." 

"iGss  M.  Mnnson,  Clairvoyant." 

"Mrs.  R.  H.  Burt,  Writing,  Speaking,  Trance  and  Personating 
Medim." 

''James  W.  Greenwood,  Healing  Medium.  A.  C.  Styles,  M.  D., 
^dependent  Clairvoyant;  exam,  and  pres.  $3;  by  lock  of  hair,  if  the 
■*ort  prominent  symptoms  are  given,  $2;  if  not  given,  $3,  etc.  J.  V. 
^bosfield,  Medium  for  answering  sealed  letters,  $1. 

''T.  H.  Peabody,  Healing  Medium,  cures  all  diseases,  assisted  by 
»«.P." 

**!!«.  T.  H.  Peabody,  Trance  Medium." 

^Medical  Institute  having  no  sympathy  with  the  legalized  Medi- 
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eal  In^itfitiefi  made  up  of  a  combintiiioiiiof  spAddEtiag  iiidmdpikjR^ 
haying  no  higher  object  than  money  makis^,  etc,  J  have  ocoae  to.  the 
concloflion  that  I  maj,  ag  well  as  some  other  indiTidaal8»  eBtaUiali 
myself  in  an  insUtntlon  alone  with  my  wife  and  boy  to  oonetitnt^.tbe 
whole  facalty,  having  enred  m<Hre  of  the  thousands  of  cases  than  any 
other  physician;  office  connected  with  a  store  of  Eclectic  Botfiaie, 
Thompsonian  and  Patent  Medicines.    N.  H.  Dillingham,  IL IX" 

"  Mrs.  E.  B.  Danforth,  GlaroHsympathetic;  cleanses  the  blood,  gjirea 
drcnlatioD,  vitalizes,  etc.,  $1  25;  $1  50;  |2  00. 

''  Oeorge  Atkins,  Healing  and  Clairvoyant  Mediom.  By  emtforing 
a  lock  of  hair,  the  patient  will  receive  an  examinatien  written  ovti 
with  all  requisite  instrnctions.  Present,  $1 ;  absent,  $3,  payable  in 
advance." 

Homoeopathy,  Meonerism,  daro-sympathy,  taUe-tnnm^sm,  tranoa- 
ism,  and  the  like,  supremely  absnrd  and  conflicting  in  and  among 
themselves,  must  fail  in  their  attempts  to  overthrow  or  loaag  ifupade 
the  march  of  medical  science.  Bnt  a  different  charlatanry,  formidable 
for  numbers,  zealous  uid  united  in  purpose,  marching  under  a  paeudo- 
flag  of  science,  everywhere  in  this  Republic,  opposes  its  treasonable 
forces  against  legitimate  medicine.  Thompsonianism,  n(»f  diflgoiaed 
under  the  names  of  Botanies,  Physio^Medicalists,  Eclectics^  and  Be- 
formers,  all  unite  on  a  common  platform  against  the  ''  Old  School," 
that  is  to  say,  against  the  school  of  Hippocrates,  Bacon,  Newton, 
Harvey,  Bichat,  Guvier,  Rush,  Franklin,  not  to  name  oth^  experi- 
mental interpreters  ci  the  laws  of  Nature. 

Neither  the  Prophet  nor  his  twenty  dollar  patent*  Koran  (a  very 
thin  book)  are  now  much  referred  to  by  his  ungrateful  suoceaaora. 
Some  of  the  latter  ignore  both,  a&cting  learning,  journalism,  and 
colleges;  they  say  nothing  of  selling  patent  rights  to  practice  in  a 
special  district,  nor  of  the  oath  of  secrecy,  bat  grant,  in  vast  mvibera, 
the  highest  medical  degrees  known  in  the  profession. 

It  was  proved  on  the  trial  of  their  founder,  Samuel  Thoa^aoBf  Cor 
the  wilful  murder  of  Ezra  Lovett,  that  the  medicines  which  the  ac- 
cused gave  to  his  patients  w«re,  by  him,  called  "  boll-dog,  ranMirt, 
screw  auger,  belly^my-seiae,"  etc.  In  one  of  his  illiterate  publioatiooa, 
Thompsom  says,  ''  It  is  impossible  that  one  of  the  learned  prafe(Hioiui 
can  be  a  republican,  as  it  is  for  ice  to  produce  heat;  they  ate  aS'Coni- 
plete  an  aristocracy  as  exists  in  any  part  of  the  world."  fiift  tama 
the  regular  doctors  "  Anti-Christ,"  "  The  Beast,"  eta,  and  Mmf^  *'  I 
have  the  most  oartaia  evidence  to  bdieva  that  the  time  ia  fwwuig^and 
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■ov  a^  iAbd  CM  wfll  «tita4j  sqiplaBt^  itxit  oat,  aad  dc9^^ 
itt  ofte  evtl^  an  Doetacnft,  Priesteraft^  and  Lawyataalf 
WUjrilEtenite  hiiiMifif,  he  de^iised  lesnuiig,  partieakilT  in  a  ^tj- 
mam.  fikanonar  waa  a  genenl  flmbfeci  of  lidkale  with  liim  and  his 
ftOim.  His  fandamental  degmas,  aa  amcmiced  in  his  book  or 
fiMf%;ht^  are  the  foHowin^ 

"ftfv  is  a  fijead.    No  one  erer  died  of  a  feTcr.    Cdd  is  the 

MiBofdiseaae.    G<dd  is  death.    Natareisheal    The  stomach  and 

boweb  are  alEscted  with  canker  in  all  cases  of  disease.    SaHpetze  is 

fc  wwrt  of  anj  poison.    If  a  me&aie  be  agree^ile  in  one  case,  it 

MtbeahaolatdljsoinalL    Afl  fevers,  ete.,  can  be  eared  in  twentj- 

Wcr  feiiy-eight  hours  to  the  extent;  often  sooner.    All  ocHntfto- 

tei  aie  alike.    In  aQ  cases  I  gire  Ko.  1,  to  raise  as  great  an 

mrnml  heat  as  I  can.'    (Pjp.  13, 11, 32, 8, 28,  U,  15,  10,  31. )    He 

CMBd  a  wonaa  of  dropsj  hj  boili^  down  aH  the  water  in  her  beflj. 

B^mm,  lobeKa,  ale^M^  and  red  pepper  were  his  dboefRnedies. 

8idi  was  the  fsonder,  the  Hippocrates,  the  irther  ci  the  modem 
afe&y  sects  or  seii^eslled  Reformers. 

fie^gMMs  enthnnaan  was  too  often  prastitoted  to  their  eaose  in 
Wb  cmssde  agmnst  scienee.  The  Tcrf  BKn  i^o  read  in  the  Holj 
BeripiieB  that  the  Satiocx  eored  ferers,  commanding  them  to  de- 
part from  the  oAf  preached  the  fondamental  doccnne  of  Thompson, 
that  "  iB¥er  m  a  /HfluL"  The j  read  or  might  have  read  that  the 
leaned  Apostle  Paal  considered  fiBver  ss  an  mem^:  "  And  it  csme  to 
pass,  that  the  father  of  Pnbfins  ky  sick  of  a  fercr,  and  of  a  bloody 
lax,  to  whom  Paol  entered  in,  etc.,  and  hesled  him;  others  also, 
wfciA  had  leases  m  the  iBbnd,  were  healed,"  etc  (ActB,xzTiii,8,9.) 
Let  not  the  sdf«tyled  Reformers  **  foiget  the  pit  wiioice  they  were 
digged.*  They,  as  did  their  prototype,  oondeam  as  poisonoos  all 
Tff##i«^  prqisved  from  metals  or  minerals,  wfaidi,  from  thdr  pon- 
derosity or  other  quality,  weighed  down  the  pstieot  to  the  grsTe, 
whBe  the  np^rowing  vegetable  or  herb  mediciseE  operated  in  the  con- 
Imy  direction,  raiging  the  patient  to  grow  npward  or  get  better! 
Nievcftheless,  the  most  Tioicait  poisons  are  the  vegetable. 

The  Edeetics  (#/  the  Umkei  SMa)  daon  for  themselves  the  ex- 
dasive  afaffity,  the  parsmomt  prerogative,  the  siqierior  qoalifieation 
lir  seleetfaig  and  prodaiming  the  in£iDible  troth,  and  damaing  the 
npdsrty  educated  phyaqaas  <tf  the  ''  (dd  sdiooP  of  legitisute  BMdi- 
Erkfftira  mast  not  be  confoonded  with  the  ancient 

wiM^  mslMd  of  dog- 
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matizing,  professed  to  select  from  other  philosophical  systems  irhatBO- 
ever  appeared  most  conformable  to  reason  and  truth,  which  Is  Tirtnally 
professed  by  all,  but  is  practised  saccessfally  only  by  men  of  Bih 
perior  education,  judgment  and  ability.  There  is  not  a  fetish  negro 
medicine-man  in  Congo,  nor  a  jnggling  Indian  medicine-man  in 
America,  who  does  not  assume  this  pretended  superiority  of  choosing 
or  selecting  the  infallible  truth,  thereby  claiming  to  be  an  Eclectic. 
To  choose  is  easy,  but  to  choose  rightly  is  not  so  easy  as  sdolisti 
imagine. 

Let  the  self-styled  reformers  illumine  the  Temple  of  Medicine  by  the 
light  of  a  truer  philosophy,  by  a  superior  knowledge  of  the  medical, 
physical,  chemical,  natural  history,  and  collateral  sciences;  let  them 
acquire  these  to  a  greater  extent  than  can  be  found  in  the  ezifltliig 
"  old  school,''  and  then  their  consolations  deriyed  from  the  nnmber  of 
their  adherents  among  the  people,  and  from  the  legislators  who  charter 
Thompsonian-Steam-Botanic-Physio-Eclectic  Colleges,  will  have  been 
founded  on  a  conscientious,  useful,  and  real  reformation,  thereby  in- 
augurating an  epoch  in  medical  history.  As  yet,  this  unscientific 
aggi^egation  of  practitioners  have  produced  no  truly  original  work, 
nor  any  discovery  of  importance.  Indigenous  medical  botany,  their 
favorite  field  of  research,  is  a  rich  one,  in  which  they  have  gained 
something  to  the  caase  of  medicine  from  their  extensive  experimentar 
tions;  nevertheless,  the  fundamental  dogma  of  Thompson,  that  CTery 
district  of  country  contains  the  herbs  necessary  to  cure  its  diseasea,  is 
as  unfounded  as  is  his  utter  rejection  of  minerals  as  poisonons.  Dr. 
Dunglison,  in  his  dictionary,  defines  Thompsonianism  by  this  latter 
dogma,  which  he  justly  calls  a  "  fanciful  doctrine,  that  metals  and 
minerals  are  in  the  earth,  and,  being  extracted  firom  the  depths  of  the 
earth,  have  a  tendency  to  carry  all  down  into  the  earth  who  use  them, 
while  the  tendency  of  all  vegetables  is  to  spring  up  from  the  earth, 
and  therefore  uphold  mankind  from  the  grave." 

These  views  find  a  parallelism  in  those  enumerated  but  severely  criti- 
cised by  Theophrastus,  the  first  scientific  botanist  among  the  ancients, 
who  says  in  his  work  on  Plants,  written  nearly  three  centuries  befOTe 
the  Christian  era,  that  the  quacks  and  drug-sellers  of  his  day  "  direct 
us  to  gather  some  plants  standing  from  the  wind,  and  with  our  bodies 
annointed;  some  by  night,  some  by  day.  They  go  further.  They 
draw  a  sword  three  times  round  the  madgragora,  and  cut  looking  to 
the  west,  and  dance  round  it;  use  obscene  language  as  those  who  sow 
cumin  should  utter  blasphemies;  draw  a  line  round  black  hellebefe, 
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itaniiDg  to  the  east,  praying  to  avoid  an  eagle  either  to  the  right  or 
the  kft^  for  they  say,  '  if  an  eagle  be  near,  the  cutter  will  die  in  a 
jeir.'*' 

ForeigDerB  wonder  what  Thompsonianism  in  America  is.  They 
nuotget  the  fundamental  idea  of  its  true  character  from  the  medi- 
C|l  dietioDaries  of  Dunglison  &  Harris;  Dr.  Hays'  account  in  Hoblyn's 
Atiooary  is  a  trifle  better,  though  it  fails  in  the  most  fundamental 
pud^  whfle  the  Eclectic  (Thompsonian  ?)  Gleayeland,  of  Gincin- 
MtifiB  his  (Phonographic)  Lexicon,  ignores  it  altogether.  Hence  it 
■•7  not  be  improper  to  add  a  few  words  additional  to  what  has  been 
*Inidj  given,  in  order  that  the  rising  generation  may  the  more  fully 
hov  the  enemy  they  must  encounter  from  this,  the  greatest,  most 
duferms,  and  the  most  persistent  schism  (now  somewhat  cunningly 
d%iiiied)  which  true  medical  science  has  suffered  in  America,  and 
*Ueh  had  its  origin  in  this  wise:  Thompson  says  that  when  he  **  was 
^yetrs  dd,  his  advantages  of  education  having  been  small,  he  gave 
^  herb,  through  sport,  to  a  man  who  was  mowing  grass  with  hint 
^^  man  chewed  a  sprig  of  it,  and  recommenced  his  labor,  but  soon 
'^^^liped  and  said,  '  you  have  poisoned  me.'  He  sweat,  staggered, 
he  was  dying,  trembled,  had  no  more  color  of  life  than  a 
threw  himself  on  the  ground;  but  we  helped  him  to  a  neighbor- 
wpmg  and  gave  him  water  to  drink,  when  he  vomited  most  pro- 
[y.  It  was  this,"  says  T.,  "which  gave  me  the  first  strong 
^^Ka^maioD  <tf  the  valne  of  the  emetic  weed"  (lobelia.)  He  quit  mow- 
;  with  a  motive,  and  from  this  limited  stock  of  experimental  medi- 
phikwophy,  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine  under  a  patent 
tlia  National  Government,  and  soon  formed  the  only  completely 
medical  organization  on  large  scale  (including  a  million  of  ad- 
iti)  ever  formed  in  the  United  States,  not  excepting  the  Ameri- 
Medical  Association. 
Boon  after  the  above-mentioned  "  sport"  in  the  meadow,  Thompson 
mowing  grasi,  but  was  prosecuted  for  mowing  down  men,  al- 
for  want  of  evidence  of  malice  prepense,  he  was  frequently 
itted  with  little  difficulty.  In  the  case  of  the  Goounonwealth  of 
aHachnaetts  against  Samuel  Thompson  for  the  wilful  murder  of 
Lovett,  (6tJi  vol.  Tyng's  Reports,)  *'  it  ai^>ears  that  Thompson 
into  Beverly  where  Lovett  lived,  announced  himself  a«  a  phy- 
and  professed  an  ability  to  cnre  all  fevers,  whether  black,  gray, 
or  yellow.  He  (T.)  came  and  ordered  a  large  fire  to  be 
ViidiMl  to  heat  the  roont    He  then  placed  the  feet  of  the  daceaaed. 
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with  his  shoes  off,  on  a  stove  of  coals,  and  wr^pp^  turn  .in  a  thiipk 
blanket,  covering  his  head."  "The  Chief  Jostice  Parspps,  in  Im 
charge  to  the  jarj  in  this  case,  observed,  that  the  deceased  lost  ii!« 
life  by  the  nnskillfnl  treatment  of  the  prison,er  (Thompson)  did  pot 
sQem  to  admit  of  any  reasonable  dpabt.  Beforj^  the  l^ioftd^y  eveimg 
preceding  the  death  of  Lovett,  be  had,  by  prclo^e  ^w.eat^,  /»nd  {ifj 
often  repeated  doses  of  t^e  emetic  powder,  (lobelia,)  been  ledoe^  jpxj 
low.  In  this  state,  on  that  eyeing,  other  doses  of  the  Indiai^  tobucoa 
were  administered.  When  the  3ecojid  portion  did  not ,  operate,  prpt^ 
ably  because  the  tone  of  the  stpmsich  was  destroyed,  t^e  rqgi^titipp 
of  them,  that  they  might  operate  as  a  qitbartjio,  ivas  fi)llpw:^  by  c^- 
vulffljOn,  fits,  loss  of  reason,  and  death.  It  is  exceedingly  to  be  libr 
mented  that  people  are  so  easily  persuaded  to  pnt  cpn^donce  in  tjlifie 
itinerant  quacks,  and  to  trust  th^ir  lives  to  strangers  withpat  knowl* 
edge  or  experience.  If  this  astonishing  infatuation  should  ^(mfaLpoQ, 
and  men  are  found  to  yield  to  the  ij;npadent  pretensions  of  igfiomp^ 
^piricism,  there  seems  to  be  no  ^equate  remedy  by  a  orimii^ 
prosecution." 

In  his  Guide  to  Jfealih,  Samuel  Thon^pspQ  gives  ti^e  following  m 
the  form  of  the  contract  between  himself  ^nd  the  purchasers  off  JbM 
twenty  dollar  patent  to  cure  all  diseases  with  one  reixiedy:  "  The  sub- 
scriber and  purchasers  agree  in  the  spirit  of  mutual  mter^st  and  .hpstw 
not  to  reveal  any  part  of  said  information  to  any  p^son,  ei^xsept  tbpw 
who  purchase  the  Right,  to  the  injury  of  the  proprietor,  under  t]buft 
penalty  of  forfeiting  their  word  and  honor,  aiid  all  right  to  liie  nsa  of 
the  medicine. — S.  T." 

The  third  article  of  the  Thompsonian  Botanic  Society  reads  thm; 
"  No  member  of  said  society  practising  out  of  his  own  family,  shall  lat 
blood  as  is  common  with  physicians  in  cases  of  sickness."  (Sy^em 
Physic,  p.  44 ;  by  S.  Thompson.  Boston,  1885.)  "  The  absurdity  ^ 
bleeding  ""  *^  *^  It  is  the  same  method  to  purp  a  sick  man  as  to 
kill  a  wild  beast.  There  are  but  two  great  principles  in  thjd  constitiF 
tion  of  things;  the  principle  of  life,  and  the  prrndple  of  deatb.^ 
(Prac.  by  S.  Thomps<m,  4th  ed.,  p.  103.    Colflmhus,  0.:  1887.) 


Chloroform  Iiiniment  in  Buxoe. 

M.  Bargiacchi  states  that  he  has  found  the  extreme  anfleriDg  pio- 
duced  in  bad  burns  completely  rdieved  by  means  of  a  liniment  com- 
posed of  chloroform  and  cod  liver  oil. — Bull,  de  TMrap,^  and  JIjmL 
TinMSimd  Gaz. 
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JiUmMwi  FJattjHT  tto  best  Ooii9tar-«zteiidiDc  means 
in  Fraptoins  of  tbe  TI>%1l 

VflKj^MKrlCJ)^  Profenor  of  Midwiluy  in  the  Medical  Departaent  of 

Pennsylvaiiia  College. 

five  Ike  psblication  of  my  first  case  of  sey^ely  complieated 
A<MtH»  of  the  tlugh,  {Am.  Jimm.,  Jan.,  1851,)  in  which  adhedTO 
Fhto  was  so  sacceasfiDdl j  used  in  keeping  op  extension  and  amiUer' 
ciiMM,  I  liftve  bad  nomwoiis  opportunities  of  testing  its  Taloe  and 
niiiiiiHg  tho  good  opinion  th^n  formed  of  it.    In  eyery  case  the 
wtynj  tension,  however  great  the  mnscnlar  resistance  to  be  oy^- 
Me^  wae  kept  vp  without  abrasion  of  the  surface,  or  pam  as  the 
nnk  of  pressure.    In  the  cases  of  adnlts,  or  OTon  y oonger  perMMis,  who 
mU  sppteciate  tiie  importance  isi  qmetode  in  the  treatment,  these 
psiieal  bands  seldom  required  renewal  durii^  the  entire  period  of 
coiiseniait.    AdhesiYc  plaster,  when  well  applied  to  the  surCace,  be- 
^Msunled  with  the  skin,  so  as  to  form  a  composite  body;  conse- 
ftMf  friction  and  pressure  are  traaslnTed  to  the  areolar,  adipose 
^  other  tisBues  beneath.    These  are  charactedzed  by  histological 
^  ph]ffliQlogical  endowments  which  fit  them,  in  a  peculiar  manner, 
fctke  toleration  of  pressure  and  motion  wiUiout  pain  or  anatomical 
^tebanoe  or  lesion.    The  dun  is  thus  protected,  and,  consequently, 
excoriation,  or  ulceration,  either  cnt  all  of  which  are  the 
prodnds  of  pressure  and  friction  up<Mi  its  surfiMre,  whra  theordi' 
'^  perineal  bandages  are  used,  do  not  occur.    The  adhesiYe  bands, 
•i*WTer,  act  iqxm  a  sur&u»  mudi  more  extensiYe  than  that  of  their 
^^  attachment,  through  the  elasticity  of  the  ^in,  and  thus  contzi- 
'^  stSl  more  to  its  protection  in  protactcd  extensioo  and  counter- 
All  who  haYe  treated  fractures  of  the  lower  extremities 
admit  that  freedom  from  sitfering  at  the  seat  of  coonter-exten- 
is  n  great  desid^atum;  this  being  secured,  another,  equally  im- 
J^^^lMit^  Yii.,  contittMd  quietnde  of  tiie  fracture  after  reduction  and 
adjustment  of  tiie  letoitiYe  i^ipanitus,  is  also  attained. 
^l!he  iDliowli^  eases,  whidi  are  extraordinary  in  their  diaraeter, 
been  aelaeted  for  publication  at  this  time,  in  order  that  the  atr 
tion  of  the  profesnon  may  be  more  InDy  directed  to  the  subject, 
to  demonstrate  the  great  Yufam  of  the  plan  in  cases  of  extreme 

<)Aa  L— C.  Ycungandrews,  of  N.  9th  Street,  aged  eietea  yeass, 

on  tiie  straei  and  fractnred  his  thigh  obliqnely,  aboYO  its  centml 

June  IM,  196±    p.  M.  Vort,  MJ)^  of  Yine  Slnety 
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at  my  request,  associated  with  me  in  the  case,  both  haTing  been  gent 
for  simaltaneoaslj.  The  splint  and  apparatus  described  in  my  fonnw 
communication,  including  adhesive  extending  and  counter-extending 
bands,  were  applied.  No  pain,  except  at  the  seat  of  fracture,  was 
complained  of.  In  four  and  a  half  weeks  the  splint  was  permanently 
removed,  complete  union  having  taken  place.  During  this  period  the 
anterior  or  upper  counter-extending  adhesive  strip  only  required  n^ 
newaL  The  cure  in  this  case  was  not  only  accomplished  in  an 
unusually  short  period,  which  is  mainly  attributable,  in  my  oinniony  to 
the  perfect  quiescence  secured  by  this  method,  but  it  is  the  more  n^ 
markable  since  this  boy  was  slightly  non  compos,  and,  ordinarily,  Tery 
difficult  to  control  by  his  parents. 

Case  II. — Dr.  Fort  was  so  well  pleased  with  the  method  by  ad- 
hesive plaster,  that  he  used  it  in  the  following  case,  which  be  bai 
kindly  furnished  to  me: 

A  twin  daughter,  aged  eighteen  months,  of  Mr.  D.  SteinmetSy  of 
this  city,  fell  out  of  bed.  May  29th,  1853,  and  fractured  her  right 
thigh  near  the  trochanter.  The  fracture  was  reduced,  and  retentive 
apparatus,  precisely  as  in  the  case  of  Youngandrews,  was  applied.  In 
thirty  days  the  cure  was  complete.  The  anterior  counter-extending 
strip  required  renewal  once  during  the  treatment. 

Case  III. — ^The  late  Dr.  N.  C.  Nancrede,  of  this  city,  requested 
me  to  meet  him  in  consultation,  June  9th,  1853,  at  the  residence  of 
Mr.  A.  Sieberlich,  in  Spruce  Street.  The  infant  son  of  Mr.  S.,  aged 
seven  months  and  a  half,  had  fallen  out  of  bed  and  fractured  his  thigh 
about  its  middle.  The  fracture  was  evident  from  the  deformity  and 
shortening.  The  following  retentive  apparatus  was  prepared.  One 
light  splint,  about  one  and  a  half  inch  wide,  to  be  applied  from  the 
crista  of  the  ilium  to  a  little  below  the  knee;  three  short  splints  of  the 
same  width,  for  the  anterior,  posterior  and  inner  aspects  of  the  thigh; 
and  numerous  adhesive  strips,  eighteen  inches  long  and  one  and  a  hatf 
inch  wide.  The  splints  were  padded  with  wadding  on  the  one  stdOi 
so  as  to  adapt  them  to  the  contour  of  the  thigh.  Adhesiye  strips 
were  used,  instead  of  the  ordinary  roller,  in  supporting*  the  wadding 
upon  the  splints.  Reduction  of  the  fracture  having  been  effected,  the 
long  splint  was  applied  to  the  outer  surface  of  the  thigh,  and  fixed 
there  by  its  covering  of  adhesive  plaster,  and  adhesive  bands  aiq;>lied 
to  the  knee  and  distal  extremity,  so  as  to  maintain  extension;  whilst 
other  bands  were  applied  to  the  inside  of  the  thigh,  perinenm,  groin 
and  proximal  extremity  of  the  splint,  to^  secure  connter-extensioii. 
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The  siiort  splints  were  then  applied  and  secured  in  place  by  adhesiYe 
itripB  instead  of  the  ordinary  roller.  Thus,  all  the  splints  were  held 
BNirelj  in  their  places  by  the  adhesive  plasters  which  composed  their 
corering,  as  well  as  by  the  strips  which  encircled  them  and  the  thigh, 
>nd  thus  extension,  counter-extension  and  coaptation  were  fully  main- 
tttoed.  The  motion  of  the  hip  and  knee-joints  was  free,  and  the  child 
vu  conparatiyely  free  from  pain,  immediately  after  this  retentive  ap- 
pinUns  was  applied.  The  patient  was  not  only  carried  about  the 
hme,  bat  taken  to  the  family  summer  residence  in  the  country,  and 
knnight  to  town  once  a  week  for  our  inspection  and  the  readjustment 
^  the  dressings,  which  were  more  or  less  displaced  by  the  incessant 
Bovements  peculiar  to  infancy.  In  four  weeks  from  their  first  appli- 
tttioD  the  retentive  means  were  removed,  union  having  taken  place 
*>^t  deformity  or  shortening. 

Case  IV. — I  was  summoned  in  great  haste,  May  2d,  1854,  to  Wm. 

B«iry,  aged  nearly  five  years,  son  of  T.  N.  Triall,  residing  in  Noble 

■'^^▼e  9th  St.,  who  had  just  been  run  over  by  several  coal  cars  on  the 

'^iHow  Street  railroad  in  the  vicinity.    The  accounts  of  the  manner 

^  which  the  accident  occurred  were  very  unsatisfactory,  none  but 

^li^Idren  having  witnessed  its  occurrence.    There  was  no  evidence  of 

^^  passage  of  car-wheels  over  any  part  of  the  body  or  the  extremities. 

I  found,  upon  examination,  that  the  left  thigh  above  its  middle,  the 

^ibfae  and  fibuls  of  both  legs,  and  both  bones  of  the  right  forearm 

^•J^  fractured.    There  were  numerous  contusions  on  the  body  and 

extremities,  and  the  fractured  ends  of  the  bones  had  lacerated  the  soft 

P*i^  in  their  vicinity  extensively,  although  the  fractures  were  all 

iDi&ple.    The  usual  splints,  compresses,  adhesive  bands  and  rollers 

*<ere  applied.    On  inquiry  I  learned  that  H.  Deitrich,  M.D.,  of  10th 

St.,  was  the  family  physician,  who,  at  my  request,  was  sent  for  and 

liscame  associated  with  me  in  the  case.    The  splints  which  were 

''•■^ily  provided  for  the  first  dressing,  after  a  few  days  were  removed, 

*>^  Dr.  Oibson's  modification  of  Hagedom's  splint  was  substituted; 

which,  with  the  adhesive  bands  for  extension  and  counter-extension, 

•Bftwered  the  indications  in  this  case  more  fully  than  the  ordinary 

*P^t,  especially  in  restraining  more  fully  the  movements  of  the  lower 

«^tremities.     Our  patient  was  totally  unwilling  to  be  confined,  and 

iB^de  constant  persevering  efforts  to  disengage  himself,  which  gave  us 

*  CHt  deal  of  trouble  in  maintaining  the  proper  adjustment  of  the 

^*^tive  apparatus.    Febrile  reaction  supervened  on  the  second  day 

'  ^  tdm  character,  accompanied  by  deliriom,  which  increased  our 

11 
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already  existing  difficulties  very  greatly.  By  appropriate  constita- 
tional  treatment  and  perseyerance  in  the  plan  adopted  to  procure  re- 
union of  the  fractured  bones,  this  case,  so  unpromising  in  all  its  aspects 
in  the  commencement,  was  conducted  to  a  happy  termination  at  tiie 
close  of  two  months,  precisely,  from  the  date  of  the  accident,  vk., 
July  2d.  The  splints  and  bandages  were  removed  on  that  day,  and, 
to  my  utter  surprise,  I  saw  our  patient  in  the  street  with  his  plaj- 
mates  on  the  tenth  of  the  same  month.  There  is  neither  diortemng 
nor  deformity. 

Cask  Y.— I  was  requested  by  B.  Price,  M  J).,  of  N.  9th  Street^  to 
meet  him  in  consultation  September  12th,  1855,  at  20th  and  Spring 
Garden  Streets,  in  the  case  of  a  little  girl,  aged  five  years,  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  T.  Kane.  We  found  the  left  thigh-bone  badly 
firaetured  in  its  upper  third,  by  the  passage  over  it  of  a  heavy  eartk- 
cart  The  soft  parts  were  seriously  contused,  and  the  defonmtj  and 
shortening  were  remarkable.  We  provided  a  splint,  about  2}  indbfli 
wide,  reaching  from  above  the  crista  of  the  ilium  to  several  inches  bdov 
the  sole  of  the  loot.  This  was  padded  with  cotton,  so  as  to  adapt  ft . 
to  the  surface  upon  which  it  was  to  be'  applied.  Bands  of  adh«m 
plaster  were  used  for  extension  and  counter-extension,  as  well  as  ta 
all  intervening  parts  except  the  seat  of  fracture,  instead  of  the 
nary  roller.  After  the  adjustment  of  these  retentive  means,  the 
declared  itself  free  from  pain,  except  at  the  immediate  seat  of  ii 
and  was  moved  from  room  to  room  without  seriously  deran^sf^ 
drefisiogs  or  interfering  with  the  fracture.  This  child  leeovercd, 
out  deformity^  in  six  weeks,  although  placed  in  niosi  nn£aToiabie  cir^ 
CQBfcstances  as  regarded  ordinary  attention — the  Cither  bdng  constaMld^ 
under  the  iuftuenee  of  liquor,  and  the  mother  having  all  the 
the  family  resting  upon  her,  without  any  one  to  aid  her. 

The  foUoving  cases  show  the  value  of  adheave  plaster  as 
of  extension  and  eounter^xtension  in  fractures  of  the  kg: 

Cjlss  Y1. — 3y[ichael  Giilis,  drayman^  ;£t.  40  years,  had 
fracture  of  both  bones  of  the  rtghc  leg,  caieed  by  a  kidk  rf  his 
on  the  15Ui  of  I>eceaiber.  1  Soi.    Dr.  Fort*  of  Tine  Street, 
and  requested  my  attendance  in  toosultatioa.    We  fboad  ^ 
coniminated.    A  fragment  measuring  about  one  and  a  half 
length*  and  comprising  more  than  half  of  the  diametv  of  ^ 
(tibia»)  was  detached  and  required  removaL    The  woand 
and  ragged,  owing  to  tibte  fiict  that  the  Ikksc  had  just 
dMd.    Giliis  kan^  a  fohast  maa^of  Ibis« 
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Tery  considerable  extending  and  counter-extending  force  was  necessary 

m  effecting  redaction.    A  modification  of  Hutchinson's  splint,  adapted 

to  compound  fractures  of  the  leg,  which  I  had  used  successfully  on  a 

previous  case,  was  applied.    For  counter-extension  four  bands  of  ad- 

befflYe  plaster,  about  eighteen  inches  long  by  two  inches  wide,  were 

used.   These  were  applied  spirally,  so  as  to  cross  each  other — the  two 

anterior  below  the  tubercle  of  the  tibia,  the  two  posterior  at  a  point 

opposite;  and  as  each  one  of  these,  in  its  spiral  course,  became  lateral; 

ia  passing  from  below  upwards,  and  from  above  down,  they  cross  each 

other  again  directly  opposite  the  joint,  internally  and  externally,  after 

which  the  balance,  or  the  free  proximal  extremities,  were  passed 

through  the  holes  in  the  upper  end  of  the  splint  and  securely  tied. 

The  bands  used  in  extension  were  applied  in  the  usual  way,  laterally 
and  extending  below  the  foot  in  the  form  of  a  short  loop.    This  re- 
cei?ed  the  strap  of  the  tourniquet,  the  framework  of  which  rested 
npon  a  cross-piece  attached  to  the  distal  extremities  of  the  splints, 
and  thus,  by  means  of  the  tourniquet,  as  in  fractures  of  the  thigh,  ex- 
taision  and  counter-extension  were  kept  up.    In  this  apparatus  no 
snpport  was  provided  for  the  posterior  surface  of  the  leg,  except  that 
tforded  by  the  straw  mattress  upon  which  he  was  laid,  which  was 
'"Jsteady.    To  remedy  this  defect.  Dr.  Port  suggested  the  use  of  the 
common  fracture-box,  altered  so  as  to  admit  of  extension  by  the 
^onmiquet  resting  upon  a  cross-bar  below  the  foot,  and  counter-ex- 
tension by  passing  the  adhesive  bands  through  the  holes  in  the  upper 
P*rt  of  the  sides  of  the  fracture-box.    To  accomplish  this  the  sides  of 
tiie  fracture-box  were  composed  of  three  separate  pieces  each.    The 
^per  and  lower  on  each  side  were  firmly  screwed  to  the  bottom 
*^,  whilst  the  middle  pieces  only  were  attached  by  hinges.    Thus, 
^  extension  and  counter-extension  were  being  kept  up,  the  central 
*^eiit  of  either  side  of  the  apparatus  could  be  let  fall  away  from  the 
^»  and  the  wound  exposed  by  opening  the  many-tailed  bandage,  i 

wheneyer  this  became  necessary. 

■"^e  fracture-box  was  removed  at  the  end  of  the  ninth  week,  with- 
^^  shortening  or  deformity.  There  was  no  pain  complained  of  at  the 
^^  of  extension  and  counter-extension  during  the  entire  treatment. 
Cask  YII. — I  was  summoned  in  great  haste  to  Mr.  B.  F.  Dutton, 
^^e  16th  of  March,  1853,  who  had  fallen  from  the  fifth  story  of  ' 
*^*8.  Hall  &  Boardman's  factory,  in  Arch  Street,  below  Third, 
^'^'^'igh  the  hatchway  to  the  first  floor,  a  distance  of  about  fifty  feet. 
^*  D.  is  a  large  man,  weighing  about  200  lbs.    He  very  impmdeiit- 
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ly  tried  the  strength  of  a  board,  which  was  laid  across  the  opening  in 
the  floor  of  the  fifth  story,  by  standing  upon  it.  The  board  broke, 
and  he  fell.  The  force  of  the  fall  was  received  by  his  feet,  they  con- 
tinuing to  be  the  most  dependent  parts.  The  concussion  was  very 
profound,  so  that  at  first  it  was  supposed  he  was  dead.  When  I  ar- 
rived reaction  was  gradually  taking  place.  On  a  careful  examination, 
I  found  fracture  of  both  bones  of  both  legs  near  the  ankle-joints. 
The  fractures  were  oblique  and  irregular.  In  the  right  leg  I  bad 
reason  to  believe  that  the  lower  fragment  of  the  tibia  was  split 
longitudinally  into  two  pieces.  The  malleoli  were  distorted  in  both 
legs,  and,  no  doubt,  the  ligaments  of  the  ankle-joints  were  extensively 
larcerated.  There  were  severe  contusions  over  the  course  of  the 
spinal  column,  which  were,  doubtless,  caused  /by  striking  against  the 
floor  as  the  body  passed  through  the  hatches.  After  sufi&cient  reac- 
tion was  established,  he  was  conveyed  on  a  settee,  by  his  friends,  to 
his  residence  in  N.  Twelfth  Street,  above  Poplar. 

Assisted  by  Dr.  Royer,  of  Schuylkill  County,  who  happened  to  be 
near  the  place  where  the  accident  occurred,  temporary  bandaging,  so 
as  to  support  the  parts  after  their  reduction,  was  applied,  and  cold- 
water  dressing  enjoined.  An  anodyne  was  given.  Finding  next 
day,  when  reaction  became  somewhat  excessive,  that  the  muscular 
contractions  could  not  be  controlled  in  this  way,  and  that  there  was 
danger  of  serious  displacement,  adhesive  plasters  were  applied  in  the 
usual  manner,  except  that  those  by  which  extension  was  made  had  to 
be  confined  in  their  attachments  to  the  feet  alone.  By  means  of 
these  and  the  many-tailed  bandage  the  coaptated  fragments  were 
kept  in  place  until  it  was  deemed  safe  to  use  the  immovable  dressing, 
which,  when  applied  several  days  after,  answered  a  very  good  purpose 
in  conjunction  with  the  plan  already  adopted.  On  the  forty-fourth 
day  after  the  accident  all  retentive  means  were  permanently  removed. 
Mr.  Button  now  has  full  use  of  his  ankle-joints,  not  even  using  a  cane 
in  walking. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 

[Letter  from  Dr.  Skilton,  Jr.,  of  Troy.] 

To  the  American  MEDiciJL  GiLZEXTE:  January  ZOth,  1858. 

Mr.  EnrroB, — I  delivered  a  woman  of  a  child  a  few  days  since, 
which  gasped  for  |  of  an  hour,  when  the  heart,  which  was  pulsating 
feebly  on  the  right  side,  ceased  to  beat.    A  post  mortem  examination 
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of  the  child  revealed  the  presence  of  a  Hernia  of  the  Diaphragm  upon 
its  left  side,  through  which  had  protruded  a  portion  of  the  left  lobe  of 
the  lirer,  enlarged,  together  with  the  stomach  and  the  smaller  intes- 
tines, all  occupying  the  entire  left  thoracic  cavity.  The  abdominal 
cavity  was  occupied  by  the  remaining  portion  of  the  liver,  and  the 
colon,  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  which  was  "  in  situ." 

The  mediastinum  was  wanting,  having  probably  been  absorbed  from 
pressure.  The  right  thoracic  cavity  was  occupied  by  the  heart  and 
the  right  and  left  longs,  one  lyings  anterior  and  the  other  posterior 
to  the  heart.  The  inflation  of  the  lungs  and  the  consequent  pressure 
of  the  misplaced  organs  into  their  normal  position  was  prevented  by 
the  batton-like  shape  of  the  protruding  portion  of  the  liver,  the  diam- 
eter of  which  was  many  times  greater  than  that  of  the  opening 
through  the  diaphragm.  J.  A.  S. 

Bnuelaer  County, 


m  ^.» 


OUR  PHILADELPHIA  CORRESPONDENT. 

No.  7. 

Gk>]legeB — Gkradnates — ^Theses — ^Family  Medicines,  &c. 

"  As  my  heart  was  warm,  I  thoaght  I'd  better 
Trust  to  my  feelings,  and  write  you  a  letter; 
Sach  an  attempt  required  an  inspiration 
Of  a  peculiar  lort^a  consummation." 

Dear  Gazette, — We  have  arrived  at  the  penultimate  period  of  our 

college  play.    The  accent  of  the  measure  line  now  falls  upon  the  ex- 

Vfiinations.    During  the  last  two  weeks  the  candidates  have  been 

finishing  their  dissections,  (to  comply  with  the  regulations,)  putting 

^  and  paying  up  for  their  theses  and  examinations,  going  through 

dose  and  severe  private  cramming  in  order  to  meet  the  final  requisition 

<rf  the  "green  box."    The  lectures,  public  and  private,  have  been  close- 

^J  attended,  and  those  study  now  who  never  did  before,  while  those 

^hohave  studied  now  labor  more.    The  *' green  box  fever"  rages 

daring  the  months  of  February  and  March.      The  timid,  honest 

student  is  pale  and  languid  with  study  and  anxiety;  the  more  stern 

and  labor  loving  are-  serious  and  watchful.    Each  whisper  of  those 

who  have  gone  through  the  great  ordeal  is  listened  to  with  anxiety 

and  attention;  the  questions  of  each  Professor  carefully  noted;  the 

points,  policy,  and  even  politics  of  the  masters  are  learned  by  rote, 

80  that  each  trembling  aspirant  for  the  parchment  may  be  armed  at 

"  all  points''  for  the  fiery  ordeal. 
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Some  pertarbed  spirits  speak  of  pistols  and  saicide  in  the  event 
of  failure.  Gentle  Gazette,  you  well  know,  for  you  have  felt  thenii 
the  many  trembling  interests  which  hang  in  the  scale  on  this  momen- 
tous occasion.  How  many  loving  and  anxious  hearts  ai  home  await 
the  news  from  the  college.  The  hearts  of  sisters,  mothers,  friendB, 
and  future  wives  are  beating  in  unison  with  that  of  the  young  and 
hoping  candidates. 

A  few  over  four  hundred  students  have  attended  the  old  school  this 
winter,  and  a  fraction  over  five  hundred  have  listened  to  the  lectures 
of  the  *'  Jeff."  About  two  hundred  candidates  for  the  diploma  are 
up  for  examination  in  the  latter. 

One  thing  we  continue  to  regret  in  their  matters;  it  is  the  fact  that 
there  is  no  inducement  for  the  young  student  to  write  a  respectable 
thesis.  He  may  not  be  even  examined  on  it  or  its  subject.  It 
is  not  published.  The  good  old  rule  of  printing  the  thesis  is  done  away 
with,  and  we  remember  well  (having  written  the  greater  part  of  our 
thesis  in  Latin,)  conversing  with  the  Dean  of  this  same  old  school,  and 
his  discouraging  us  from  the  act.  "  Bnglish  was  good  enough,"  and 
the  production  would  not  be  published.  It  never  was  published,  al- 
though much  labor  and  toil  were  expended  on  it.  What  an  amount 
of  original  matter  might  annually  be  brought  out  by  adopting  the  old 
plan.  There  were,  during  the  last  thirteen  years  of  the  life  of  Dr. 
Eush,  more  original  observations  made  by  his  pupils  than  have  been 
thus  made  in  all  the  period  since  that  time. 

Our  Professors  wield  a  powerful  and  dangerous  influence  on  the 
rising  generation  of  the  medical  mind.  *Young  men's  whole  after-lives 
are  affected  for  good  or  for  evil  by  the  opinions  and  advice  of  their 
public  preceptors.  "  When  I  was  a  student,"  is  a  phrase  which  one 
hears  from  the  oldest  and  grayest  of  our  savans — and  "  when  I  was  a 
student,"  means  when  things  were  perfect,  and  my  mind  received  the 
great  impulse  of  my  life,  under  which  I  am  now,  and  will,  during  life 
act  and  think. 

The  weather  this  winter  is  an  anomaly.  Flowers  in  bloom  have 
been  sold  in  our  streets  all  winter  until  about  the  15th  of  February; 
and  no  ice  has  been  made  until  that  period,  fit  for  use.  The  health  of 
pur  city  is  and  has  been  remarkably  good,  not  only  during  the  winter, 
but  during  the  past  year.  Our  oldest  and  most  extensive  practition- 
ers are  idle,  and  were  it  not  for  the  hospitals  and  public  cliniqaes, 
where  the  poor  and  destitute  congregate,  there  would  appear  to  be 
very  little  sickness  in  our  city.  Almost  no  cases  this  winter  of  the 
eruptive  diseases  which  usually  prevail  in  the  winter  season. 
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Ibe  great  monetary  crisis  still  presses  heavilj  on  all  classes.  The 
laedical  man,  in  the  loss  of  his  fees,  feels  it  quite  as  much  as  any  one; 
and  is  called  upon,  besides,  to  assist  in  relieving  the  poor,  both  in 
admoss  and  health,  with  the  same  nonchalance  as  if  he  were  a  pro- 
fessed merchant  or  business  man.  Our  Board  of  Health  affairs  have 
Dot  yet  been  straightened  out.  The  committee  of  Councils  recommend 
a  criminal  prosecution  of  the  whole  party.  Our  professional  brethren 
who  enjoy  the  unenviable  notoriety  of  being  charged  with  being  ^par- 
(tc^  orimmU  in  these  nefarious  transactions,  will  now  have  an  oppor- 
tuitjr  of  clearing  themselves,  if  innocent,  and  of  receiving  their  just 
des^  if  guilty.  Some  of  these  genllemen,  as  is  usual,  are  loud  bawl- 
en  for  the  Ethics,  and  are  much  occupied  with  purifying  the  profes- 
sloQ  from  quacks  and  quackery! 

We  observe  that  one  of  our  apothecaries  (a  connection  of  one  of 
the  Professors)  is  taking  up  the  sale  of  "  McClintock's  Family  Med- 
iciaes."  He  says  that  there  is  a  demand  for  them,  and  that  he  intends 
to  take  advantage  of  it;  but  that  McClintock  or  his  family  have  no 
coQ&ection  whatever  with  the  business.  So  it  seems  that  it  may  be 
made  profitable  to  somebody.  Queer  affair,  this  quack  medicine  bu- 
saesSb   This  procedure,  it  is  to  be  supposed,  is  all  right  in  trade. 

Yours  truly,  Seneca. 


[The  followiug  original  and  valuable  article  was  received  too  late 
for  insertion  under  the  appropriate  head. — Ed.] 

On  the  Radical  Cure  of  Reducible  Hernia,  by  Seton  introduced 
along  the  Ingumal  Canal — with  Cases, 

^  J.  M,  Garnoghan.  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  New  York  Medical  College, 
Sorgeon-ia-chief  to  the  State  Hospital,  &c.,  &c. 

About  a  year  ago  Dr.  Riggs,  of  this  city,  presented  an  instrument 
^  Die,  constructed  for  the  purpose  of  iutroducing  a  seton  or  tent 
*^  the  inguinal  canal:  this  instrument,  shaped  somewhat  like  the 
^^^^y  used  for  tapping  the  bladder  through  the  rectum,  was  com- 
P*^  of  a  hollow  tube  of  silver,  having  its  anterior  extremity  made 
%htly  bulbous;  along  the  hollow  tube  was  a  sliding  stylet,  with  a 
'^ftt  one  extremity  to  serve  for  a  handle,  while  at  the  other  extremity 
^^  placed  an  eye  large  enoagh  to  receive  the  ordinary  sized  seton. 
"CiuBtrnment  seemed  well  adapted  for  the  purpose,  and  was  used  by 
Mia  the  treatment  of  hernia,  by  this  method,  in  the  following  cases. 
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The  freqaency  of  hernia  and  its  inconveDienceg  and  dangers,  haTe 
engaged  the  attention  of  several  eminent  surgeons  daring  the  present 
century;  and  more  recently  we  find  the  names  of  Gerdy,  Bonnet,  (of 
Lyons,)  Belmas,  Gaerin,  Jobert,  and  Wurtzer  associated  with  oper- 
ative procedures,  projected  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a  radical  core 
of  hernia.  Each  of  the  plans  proposed  by  these  eminent  authorities 
have  been  put  into  practice,  but  none  of  them  have  been  attended 
with  success  sufficient  to  obtain  a  general  sanction  or  adoption. 
Wurtzer's  operation,  perhaps  the  best  of  these  different  procedures, 
and  for  a  time  considerable  in  vogue  in  Germany,  has  fallen  almost 
into  disuse,  partly  owing  to  the  dangers  attendant  upon  it,  and  partly 
owing  to  its  failure  in  effecting  the  object  it  is  intended  to  accom- 
plish. I  have  had  frequent  opportunities  of  trying  the  operation  oi 
Gerdy  as  well  as  that  of  Wurtzer,  but  generally  without  a  satisfac- 
tory result. 

The  introduction  of  a  seton  or  tent  into  the  inguinal  canal,  for  the 
purpose  of  creating  irritation  and  effusion  of  plastic  material  along  its 
course,  appeared  to  me  to  be  worthy  of  trial,  and  the  results  of  six 
cases  are  given  below,  as  taken  from  the  hospital  books. 

The  operation  resorted  to  is  performed  as  follows:  The  patient  ly- 
ing down,  with  the  buttocks  slightly  elevated  on  the  side  to  be  oper- 
ated upon;  the  surgeon  places  the  left  index  finger  on  the  anterior 
portion  of  the  scrotum,  about  two  and  a  half  inches  below  its  origin, 
pushes  back  the  scrotum  and  herniiil  sac  from  below,  upwards,  through 
the  external  abdominal  ring  along  the  inguinal  canal  as  far  as  a 
point  opposite  the  internal  abdominal  ring,  leaving  behind  the  sper- 
matic cord;  the  hernial  needle,  guided  by  the  fiuger,  is  now  pushed 
upwards,  in  the  same  direction,  to  the  bottom  of  the  cul-de-sac  thus 
formed ;  the  handle  of  the  instrument  is  then  slightly  depressed,  and 
the  point  of  the  stylet  is  brought  out  in  front  so  as  to  traverse  at  the 
dame  time  the  scrotum,  thus  pushing  back  the  anterior  wall  of  the 
canal  and  the  skin  of  the  abdominal  parietes;  as  soon  as  the  eye  of 
the  stylet  is  seen  outside,  it  is  threaded  with  strong  ligature,  which  is 
knotted  so  as  to  form  a  loop  from  four  to  six  inches  in  length;  a  seton 
about  the  size  of  the  ordinary  skein  of  silk,  imbued  with  the  tincture 
of  iodine,  is  doubled  round  the  loop,  and  is  thus  engaged.  The  sty- 
let is  now  drawn  backwards  into  the  canula.  The  instrument  is  now 
withdrawn,  carrying  with  it  the  loop  of  ligature  downwards  along  the 
inguinal  canal,  and  through  the  external  inguinal  ring;  the  loop  of 
ligature  is  now  detached  from  the  eye  of  the  needle,  and  by  it  the 
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leton  is  pulled  downwards,  in  the  same  direction,  into  and  along  the 
JBgninal  canal  and  hernial  sac. 

Case  No,  1. — Aloys  Lechner,  a  native  of  Germany,  4T  years  of 
age,  was  admitted  into  the  State  Emigrant's  Hospital,  April  1st, 
1857,  for  an  inguinal  hernia  on  the  right  side,  about  the  size  of  a  hen's 
egg,  which  had  recently  passed  down  the  inguinal  canal  into  the  scro- 
tom  It  had  attracted  his  attention  about  one  year  previous  to  this 
dite.  On  May  2nd,  Prof.  Carnochan  performed  an  operation  for  the 
radical  cure  of  hernia,  by  introducing  a  seton  or  tent  into  the  ingui- 
Dil  canal.  At  the  end  of  48  hours  the  seton  was  withdrawn,  and  a 
light  trass  applied.  For  about  one  week,  a  few  drops  of  water  passed 
eadi  day  from  the  wound;  the  patient  felt  no  pain  whatever  during 
this  time.  He  remained  in  the  recumbent  posture  four  weeks;  at  the 
end  of  this  time  it  was  found  that  the  upper  part  of  the  canal  was 
entirely  closed.  A  few  days  after  leaving  his  bed,  he  laid  aside  the 
truss  and  walked  about,  stating  that  he  had  no  further  nse  for  any 
soch  instrument.    No  hernia  returned. 

In  the  latter  part  of  July  he  complained  of  pain  in  the  region  of 
the  stomach  and  abdomen ;  he  was  transferred  to  the  medical  depart- 
ment, where  he  died  on  the  9th  day  of  September,  of  tuberculosis  of 
the  longs. 

A  post  mortem  examination  was  held.  Upon  opening  the  cavity 
rf the  perineum,  no  orifice  to  the  hernial  sac  could  be  seen;  the  in- 
ternal ring  was  entirely  closed;  a  sftall  rounded  body  of  a  yellowish 
color  was  found  closing  the  ring,  and  situated  on  the  outer  side  of  the 
perineum,  just  below  the  situation  of  the  internal  ring.  This  may  have 
been  the  remains  of  the  hernial  sac.  The  upper  portion  of  the  ingui- 
Bal  canal,  for  about  an  inch,  was  closed  by  plastic  exudation,  which 
bad  become  organized  and  somewhat  fibrous  in  appearance.  The 
lower  part  of  the  inguinal  canal  and  the  external  inguinal  ring  was 

Mtaral;  the  cord  appeared  to  be  imbedded  in  a  plastic  formation.  ■ 

No  hernial  sac  was  visible;  it  is  probable  that  it  was  pushed  up  into  i-j};!  1"  j 

the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  during  the  operation,  as  the  hernia  was  of  ■'■'* '  :•  '\ 

wcent  occurrence.  I 

Case  No,  2. — Henry  Scholz,  a  native  of  Germany,  16  years  of  age, 
■^admitted  into  the  hospital,  July  Itth,  1851,  for  an  inguinal  her- 
nia on  the  right  side,  of  two  years'  standing;  it  was  not  very  large, 
but  extended  along  the  whole  course  of  the  canal,  and  descended  into 
the  scrotum;  the  finger  was  easily  passed  into  the  external  abdomi- 
ml  ring.    On  the  1st  of  August,  a  seton,  about  4^  inches  in  length. 
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containing  ten  donble  threads  of  silk,  was  introdaced  along  the  ingnir 
nal  canal.  At  the  end  of  48  hours  it  was  removed.  August  Ith^ 
the  wonnd  had  closed;  bat  very  little  lymph  was  effosed.  He  re- 
mained in  bed  for  about  four  weeks;  when  allowed  to  get  np  he  wore . 
a  weak  tmss  for  aboat  a  fortnight;  after  this,  the  tmss  was  dispensed 
with,  and  in  ten  days  left  the  hospital,  much  improved,  with  a  small 
hernial  projection  opposite  the  internal  abdominal  ring. 

Case  No,  3. — Jnstinins  Herbel,  a  Oerman,  26  years  of  age,  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  hospital,  Sept.  30th,  185t,  with  a  hernia  on  the  left  udtt : 
descending  into  the  scrotum,  and  as  large  as  a  turkey's  egg;  the  exter- 
nal inguinal  ring  was  very  large.  A  seton  was  introduced  NovembiBr . 
11th,  1857,  and  was  removed  on  the  second  day;  the  subsequent  efio- 
sion  of  lymph  was  very  large,  and  extending  along  the  whole  length, 
of  the  inguinal  canaL  He  was  kept  four  weeks  in  bed;  gentle  pres- 
sure, by  means  of  a  pad  and  bandage,  was  applied  over  the  inguinal 
canal;  after  this,  he  was  allowed  to  get  up  and  walk  about,  wearing 
a  weak  truss  for  about  six  weeks.  The  truss  was  then  dispensed 
with.  At  the  end  of  three  w^eks  he  was  discharged  from  the  hospi- 
tal, cured,  without  any  appearance  of  hernia. 

Case  No.  4. — Christian  Luden,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  aged  40- 
years,  was  admitted  into  the  hospital,  October  15th,  185t,  with  a 
double  inguinal  hernia  of  three  years'  standing.  On  the  left  side  the 
external  inguinal  ring  was  large,  measuring  an  inch  and  a  quarter  in 
diameter.  The  hernia  on  this  side  was  as  large  as  a  hen's  t^\  the 
inguinal  ring  is  also  very  large  on  the  right  side;  the  hernia  on  this 
side  is  as  large  as  a  man's  fist. 

The  operation  was  performed  November  20th,  185t,  by  introduc- 
ing a  seton  of  silk  imbued  with  the  tincture  of  iodine;  this  was  remov- 
ed 48  hours  after;  the  exudation  of  lymph  was  not  large.  The  same 
operation  upon  the  right  side  was  performed  on  the  ^3rdof  January, 
1858,  using  an  elongated  piece  of  compressed  sponge,  imbued  with 
the  tincture  of  lyttse,  instead  of  the  silk.  The  sponge  was  removed 
on  the  second  day.  A  considerable  discharge  of  pas  followed  the 
removal  of  the  seton  in  each  instance,  and  continued  for  about  ten 
days.  The  effusion  of  lymph  along  the  canal  of  the  left  side  was  con- 
siderable. This  was  also  the  case  on  the  opposite  side.  A  slight 
pressure  was  maintained  upon  the  Inguinal  canal  after  the  removal  of 
each  seton.  At  this  date,  (February  13th,)  he  is  still  under  treat- 
ment, and  keeps  the  recumbent  posture;  when  made  to  walk  about 
the  ward  for  examination,  the  hernia  does  not  reappear;  the  ingui- 
nal canals  on  either  side  appear  to  be  blocked 


nrk 


HEDICAL    QAZETTB.  171 

Ow  No.  5. — John  Carsten,  a  natire  of  Switzerland,  aged  48 
jcin,  wu  admitted  into  the  hoepital,  Angast  23rd,  185T.  Thia 
[itient  is  sobject  to  frequent  attacks  of  violent  laryngismaB  aod  spasm 
of  the  diaphragm.  He  has  had  a  large  scrotal  hernia  dariog  the  last 
ihmi  years  on  the  right  side,  as  large  as  two  fiste  placed  together; 
tbt  external  ingainal  ring  was  very  large.  A  seton  of  compressed 
ipnge  vas  introdnced  along  the  ingainal  canal  on  the  23rd  of  Jaun- 
tij,  1858,  which  was  removed  on  the  second  day  after;  hat  little  sap- 
pintioD  followed;  the  effnsioD  of  lymph  along  the  cord  was  conaid- 
ttible;  the  nanal  pressure  along  the  inguinal  canal  was  applied  during 
IklHt  three  weeks. 

Since  the  operation  he  has  had  freqnent  attacks  of  laryngismus, 
vUch  have  always  thrown  the  abdominal  muscles  into  violent  action; 
frag  this  canse  the  hernia  had  reappeared  in  the  canal,  bnt  does  not 
docffid  into  the  scrotum.  Before  the  operation  this  hernia  coald  not 
bekqit  Dp  with  any  form  of  bandage  oi  trass,  although  reducible. 

H«  is  still  under  treatment,  and  keeps  the  recumbent  posture. 

Cue  No.  6. — Geoige  Schaffer,  a  German,  53  years  of  age,  was 
•diitted  into  the  hospital,  December  11th,  1851.  This  patient  has 
M I Krotal  hernia  on  the  right  side  for  more  than  twenty  years;  he 
1m  worn  a  truss,  bnt  it  was  impossible  to  keep  back  the  hernia  on 
■Kount  of  its  size,  (the  tumor  is  about  as  large  as  a/oetal  head,) 
udvhen  reduced  the  external  inguinal  ring  was  found  to  be  about 
uinch  and  a  half  in  diameter.  On  4he  30th  of  January  a  seton  of 
dk,  imbued  with  the  tincture  of  iodine,  was  introdoced  along  the 
■ifiiiul  canal;  on  the  second  day  the  seton  was  removed;  a  slight 
iwliuge  of  pus  continued  for  two  days  after  the  operation;  the  eRu- 
■ioii  of  lymph  around  the  cord  was  considerable.  At  this  date,  Feb- 
™»ryl4th,  (two  weeks  after  the  operation,)  the  patient  is  still  under 
tw^tment,  keeping  the  horizontal  position,  and  having  slight  pressure, 
■itbtpad,  applied  over  the  inguinal  canal;  while  standing  or  walk- 
■K  the  hernia  does  not  reappear. 

BOOK   ISrOTIOES. 

tajDcuxs'  Hi>i>-BooK  OP  Practice,  and  Memorin-di  for  1858.  By  Wm, 
Bur,  UD.,  and  Levi  Reabcn,  M.D,  New  York:  Stringer  &  Townsend. 
lUS.   Second  Edition. 

1U*  ii  another  form  of  Pb;aiciaaB'  Diarj,  and  on  tbe  plan  of  Lindsay  A 
BhUitni,  and  of  Professor  Fowell,  of  Atlanta,  Geo.,  combiaiag  both  in  the 
MMvolame,  being  a  modiflcntioD  of  botb.  This  editioa  ia  certunly  an  im- 
'  on  the  Bnt,  and  Is  very  neatly  gotten  up. 
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A  MANUiJL  OF  Medical  Diagnosis,  being  an  Analysis  of  the  Signs  and  Symp- 
toms of  Disease.  By  A.  W.  Barclay,  M.D.,  &c,,  of  St.  George's  Hospital,  IiOii* 
don.    Philadelphia:  Blanchard  &  Lea.    1858. 

This  is  an  original  work,  for  the  early  republication  of  which  in  America  we 
are  indebted  to  the  publishing  house  of  Blanchard  &  Lea,  to  whom  the  profes- 
sion owe  so  much  in  this  regard.  Especially  do  they  deserve  commendation, 
for  not  saddling  an  outrider  in  the  shape  of  an  American  editor,  to  prefix  hk 
name,  with  a  Philadelphia  preface,  to  this  new  work.  The  everlasting  Dr.  0. 
has  not  become  annotator,  with  his  familiar  initials  in  brackets,  possibly  became 
the  topic  of  the  volume  is  not  one  of  his  specialties,  though  it  is  not  his  wont 
always  to  be  silent  when  he  has  nothing  to  say,  since  he  so  often  writes  on  n\h 
jects  of  which  he  knows  nothing. 

Dr.  Barclay's  book  is  a  timely  and  greatly  needed  contribution  to  our  prote- 
sional  literature,  and,  since  the  works  of  Latham  and  Marshall  Hall,  we  have 
seen  nothing  to  compare  with  this  on  the  subject  of  Diagnosis.  It  is  ably  writ- 
ten, abounds  in  practical  instruction,  and  will  be  eagerly  read  by  all  in  the  pro- 
fession who  seek  to  excel  in  the  highest  accomplishment  of  our  art. 

ESSATS   ON  THE  SeCRETORT  AND  THE  ExCITO-SeCRETORY  SySTEM  OF  NbBTBS,  in 

their  relation  to  Physiology  and  Pathology.  By  Henry  Eraser  Campbell, 
A.M.,  M.D.,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
and  Professor  of  Special  and  Comparative  Anatomy  in  the  Medical  College 
of  Georgia,  [Augusta] — with  illustrations. 

J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  have  recently  issued  a  neat  octaTO 
volume  under  this  title,  comprising  the  four  several  essays  of  Prof.  Campbell^ 
contributed  to  the  American  Medical  Association.  It  will  be  sought  after  bj 
all  who  would  familiarize  themselves  with  a  topic  which  has  become  one  of 
much  interest  to  the  profession,  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  North  American  Medico-Chiruroigal  Review,  for  January,  1858,  is  oat 
in  an  improved  form,  with  a  new  title-page,  adorned  with  a  figure-head  of  Dr. 
Rush,  most  inappropriately  prefixed  to  a  Journal  which  has  ignored  his  teach- 
ings, and  inculcates  doctrines  utterly  antipodal  to  those  insisted  upon  by  that 
medical  philosopBer  and  his  disciples.  Still,  however,  this  first  No.  of  a  new 
volume  is  a  decided  improvement  on  its  predecessors,  alike  in  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  its  contents.  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  are  the  pab- 
Ushers. 

A  new  feature  is  inaugurated  in  this  number,  by  a  Report  on  the  Progress  of 
Physiology  and  Anatomy,  in  which  something  like  justice  is  done  to  the  con- 
tributions of  our  own  countrymen.  It  is  furnished  by  S.  Weir  Mitchell,  If  J)., 
whose  candor  and  impartiality  is  highly  commendable,  while  his  industry  and 
ability  merit  high  praise.  Among  the  JVew  Yorkers  suitably  acknowledged, 
we  observe  the  names  of  W.  Clay  Wallace,  J.  W.  Draper  and  his  son,  J.  C.  Dal- 
ton,  Cammann,  C.  E.  Isaacs,  G.  T.  Elliott,  W.  S.  Bowen,  J.  LeCompte,  M.  Paine, 
G.  Buck,  Jr.,  &c.  * 

The  leading  editorial  is  a  very  able  one,  upon  Quack  Advertisements  in  Re- 
ligious Newspapers.  Medical  politics  seem  to  have  been  ignored,  for  in  this 
number  the  case  of  '^  McClintock  and  the  Blockley  Hospital"  is  wholly  omitted; 
nor  do  the  honest  members  of  the  Philadelphia  Board  of  Health,  under  Dr. 
Jewell,  receive  honorable  mention. 
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Tn  Pbixcifles  and  Practice  of  Obstetrics.  By  Henry  Miller,  M.D.,  Professor 
io  the  University  of  Loaisville,  Ey.    Philadelphia:  Blanchard  &  Lea.    1858. 

The  former  pablications  of  the  author  have  prepared  the  profession  to  expect 
I  systematic  work  from  his  pen  on  the  department  he  has  so  long  taught.  So 
■iDy  trashy  books  on  Obstetrics  have  been  thrust  upon  the  public,  for  whom 
nther  than  the  profession  they  have  been  advertised,  ad  nauseam,  that  it  is 
lefrediing  to  see  an  American  work,  by  an  obstetrician  worthy  the  name,  of 
which  we  can  speak  creditably,  because  of  its  originality  and  merit.  Dr.  Miller 
ii  a  medical  scholar,  and  hence  qualified  to  teach;  and  as  he  thoroughly  under- 
itttdfl  the  science  and  art  to  which  he  has  devoted  himself  by  study  and  prac- 
tiee,  the  reader  may  expect  to  learn  something  more  than  the  common-place 
tod  stale  repetition  of  the  "  college  cliniques,"  which  are  neither  instructive 
MTsaggestive,  and  hence  alike  worthless  to  students  or  practitioners.  In  this 
voinme  will  be  found  a  complete  system  of  obstetrics,  skilfully  condensed,  and 
iiitten  in  a  pleasing  style,  introducing  many  new  views  of  the  author,  and 
fnftuely  illustrated  with  new  and  superior  engravings.  We  heartily  commend 
the  work  to  our  junior  brethren,  as  every  way  worthy  of  their  patronage. 

bi  Amebican  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  for  January,  is  issued  by 
Blanchard  &  Lea,  being  still  edited  by  Dr.  Isaac  Hays,  with  a  numerous  corps 
cf  collaborators. 

It  contains  13  original  communications,  among  which  we  find  two  from  our 
ci^,  Tiz.,  Dr.  Sim's  new  uterine  elevator,  with  a  plate,  and  Prof.  Carnochan's 
^  saccessful  cases  of  the  exsection  of  the  second  branch  of  the  fifth  pair  of 
Mms,  beyond  the  ganglion  of  Meckel,  for  facial  neuralgia.  Among  the  Re- 
views, we  observe  a  kindly,  discriminating,  and  just  criticism  upon  Prof.  Peas- 
ke'ilate  work  on  Human  Histology;  and  this  notice  bears  the  initials  of  our 
own  Prof.  John  C.  Dalton,  whose  qualifications  to  estimate  a  work  in  this  de- 
pirtmeDt  are  confessedly  unsurpassed.  The  bibliographical  notices  are  numer- 
als, hat  not  a  word  is  said  of  the  Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation fbr  1857,  vol.  x.  The  usual  quarterly  summary  of  foreign  and  domestic 
bteUigence  is  rich  and  varied,  but  no  mention  is  made  of  the  topic,  introduced 
10  flippantly  into  the  previous  number,  about  "  McClintock  and  the  Blockley 
Ho^tal."    Perhaps  it  is  reserved  for  the  Medical  J^ews, 

toow  OF  THE  VrTAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  made  to  the  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company  of  New  York.  By  James  Wynne,  M.D.,  &c.  New 
York:  H.  Bailliere.    1857. 

This  beautiful  quarto  volume  has  been  prepared  by  Dr.  Wynne  for  one  of  our 
■ammoth  Life  Insurance  Companies,  who  could  not  more  wisely  appropriate  a 
portion  of  the  fabulous  millions  they  are  annually  reporting,  than  in  encourag- 
ing the  literary  and  scientific  labors  of  medical  staticians  in  furnishing  to  them 
Md  their  saccessors  the  precise  information  they  need,  and  of  which  there  is 
fRTtlent  a  lamentable  want  of  information.    Statistics  of  vital  and  mortuary 
Rports  and  registrations  are,  in  our  country,  sadly  undervalued  and  neglected, 
•od  we  hail  as  a  good  omen  the  present  volume  as  an  earnest  of  other  and  kin- 
dred contributions  in  this  department.    It  has  been  a  work  of  no  small  labor, 
aid  Dr.  W.  has  made  the  most  of  the  scanty  materials  which  this  field  of  inquiry 
ikniiheSy  and  has  performed  his  task  with  commendable  ability  and  industry. 
Ma  ft  book  of  reference  for  our  Life  Insurance  Companies  it  cannot  fail  to  be 
•fpredftied. 
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Half-Yearlt  Abstbact  of  the  Medical  Sciences. 

This  well-known  semi-annual,  by  Drs.  Ranking  &  Radcliffe,  is  still  repabliflh- 
ed  by  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  of  Philidelphia,  and  has  deservedly  a  wide  cirenla- 
tion,  its  value  not  less  than  its  cheapness  commending  it  to  favor.  The  lut 
number  contains  numerous  extracts  from  American  Journals,  so  that  the  pro- 
fessional exploits  and  contributions  of  our  countrymen  are  duly  chronicled. 

This  issue  includes  contributions  from  Drs.  Blackman,  Agnew,  Camockan, 
Frieke,  Bartshome,  Mintumf  Foster,  Potter,  Wood,  &c.,  nearly  all  of  New 
York. 


EDITOR^S   TA.BLE- 

Annual  Meeting  of  the  New  7ork  State  Medical  Society. 

The  fifty-first  annual  meeting  of  this  dignified  representative  body 
convened,  as  usual,  at  Albany,  the  first  Tuesday  in  February,  and  its 
sessions  were  continued  until  Thursday  evening,  the  4th  alt.  XTnasii- 
ally  large  delegations  were  in  attendance  from  all  parts  of  the  State, 
the  total  number  of  members  present  being  about  one  hundred. 

As  usual,  the  N.  Y.  County  Medical  Society  failed  to  be  repre- 
sented, though  proud  of  its  right  to  thirteen  seats  on  such  occasfona. 
It  cannot,  therefore,  be  considered  strange  nor  particularly  nnjast, 
that  in  the  bestowment  of  its  emoluments  in  the  election  of  President 
for  the  ensuing  year,  the  claims  in  behalf  of  worthy  candidates  among 
the  Esculapians  of  Gotham  were  gently  pushed  aside,  and  the  wreath 
of  honor  gracefully  placed  upon  the  brow  of  an  industrious  and  noble 
son  of  Troy,  Dr.  Thomas  C.  Brinsmade,  whose  elaborate,  statistical, 
analytical,  and  synoptical  record  of  professional  observations  and  ex- 
perience, presented  to  the  Society  on  the  first  day  of  its  meeting,  is 
spoken  of  as  a  production  of  great  merit — a  model  to  be  studied. 

The  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine  was  represented  by  Drs. 
Sims,  E.  Harris,  E.  H.  Parker,  McNulty,  and  Griscom.  Drs.  Jas. 
R.  Wood  and  Wm.  Rockwell  were  also  present  as  permanent  mem- 
bers— the  latter  with  his  usual  fund  of  humor  at  the  annual  dinner, 
and  the  former  with  bones — not  for  the  festival,  but  to  illustrate  and 
demonstrate  the  progress  and  success  of  conservative  Surgery  nnder 
the  hand  of  our  distinguished  confrere.  We  learn  that  Dr.  Wood's 
remarks  on  the  enucltation  of  necrosed  bone,  and  the  means  of  pro- 
moting the  growth  of  new  osseous  tissue,  elicited  much  interest,  par- 
ticularly his  account  of  such  reproduction  of  the  inferior  maxilla.  He 
alluded  to  the  imminent  danger  of  suffocation  from  reversion  or  slip- 
pbg  back  of  the  tongue  in  operations  for  the  removal  of  the  lower 
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jaf.  We  rejoice  that  Dr.  Wood  saved  his  patient  from  suflfocatioo, 
bj  promptly  repositiog  the  lingual  organ  when  it  had  become  reversed 
vfen  itself  and  slidden  into  the  pharynx,  by  its  detachment  from  the 
fDlHnaxilla. 

Among  the  many  valnable  contributions  made  to  the  archives  of 
tke  Society,  were  two  highly  interesting  papers  from  the  veteran  Prof. 
March,  than  whom  no  surgeon  in  our  country  either  practises  or  stu- 
dks  his  profession  with  greater  practical  tact  and  enthusiasm.  The 
ofajnet  of  deformed  and  fractured  thigh  bones  which  he  exhibited  to 
the  Society,  in  illustration  of  his  thesis  in  defense  of  the  vexed  ques- 
tion of  osseous  re-union  of  fractures  of  the  neck  of  the  femur  within  the 
9ifmkr  liganmi,  we  dare  say,  are  **  hard  bones"  for  the  opponents  of 
the  theory,  which,  when  first  proposed  by  Dr.  Dalton,  of  Lowell, 
nosed  the  vehement  opposition  of  the  practical  Mussey;  but  it  was 
Dr.  Dalton's  bone  from  the  dead  body  of  the  fortunately  restored  pa- 
tient, some  years  after,  that  converted  Prof.  Mussey,  and  nearly  or 
quite  accomplished  a  similar  change  in  Sir  Astley  Cooper's  views. 

Dr.  C.  B.  Coventry  and  other  gentlemen  presented  valuable  papers 
on  "  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis,"  a  malady  which  has  been  prevailing 
qidemically  in  many  of  our  rural  districts.  We  look  with  interest 
ior  the  publication  of  those  papers,  as  the  literature  of  that  singular 
•nd  fatal  malady  is  yet  very  meagre;  Dr.  Drake's  last  volume  con- 
tiinmg  nearly  all  that  our  American  medical  literature  furnishes  on 
thesabject. 

Essays  on  Chloroform  and  Anaesthesia  were  read  by  Dr.  P.  Van 
Bmen,  of  this  city,  and  Dr.  Orton,  of  Binghamton.  Prof.  Armsby 
pvented  to  the  Society  an  ingenious  and  convenient  instrument,  in-  | 

^ted  by  him,  for  the  radical  cure  of  inguinal  hernia  by  the  method  |, 

^  a  aeton,  or  the  occlusion  of  the  inguinal  canal  by  adhesive  inflam- 
laation,  an  operation  which,  even  without  such  a  desirable  aid  as  this 
ttstmment,  has  proved  eminently  successful  under  the  hands  of  Prof. 
Cwnochan,  of  our  city.  Dr.  Armsby's  instrument  is  described  as  a 
■Ball  cylinder  of  silver,  slightly  curved,  and  closed  or  plugged  at  one  -g 

^  a  short  distance  from  which,  say  ^  or  ^  of  an  inch,  the  tube  is 
pierced  for  the  exit  of  a  small  seton,  under  which  is  passed  up  armed 
^th  a  few  threads  of  silk,  after  the  digit-like  cylinder  has  been  push- 
ed forward  from  the  external  sac,  and  with  if  carried  up  to  the  in- 
(oioal  canal  to  the  internal  abdominal  ring,  against  or  near  which  it 
Ma,  while  the  needle  is  making  its  passage  through  the  tube  and  ont 
b  ^e  or  opening  to  the  surface  of  the  groin. 
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This  device  would  seem  to  ensare,  as  far  as  possible,  the  safety  of 
the  intestine,  peritonenm,  etc.,  and  thns  render  the  operation  few  a 
radical  cure  of  hernia  quite  simple  and  safe. 

Our  vigorous  fellow-townsman,  Prof.  B.  F.  Barker,  presented  to 
the  Society  a  faithful  resutni  of  the  pro's  and  con's  on  the  uses,  abuses, 
and  comparative  merits  of  Ergot  and  the  Forceps  in  labor;  and  if  re- 
port speaks  truly,  that  well-versed  obstetrician,  by  that  essay,  inci- 
dentally and  happily  defined  his  position  as  a  teacher  as  well  as  a  prac- 
titioner of  that  branch  of  the  profession,  in  which  he  is  becoming  justly 
distinguished. 

An  account  of  a  remarkable  parasite,  a  vegetable  fungus  that  grew 
upon  the  leg  of  a  dying  child,  was  given  by  our  neighbor.  Dr.  E.  Har- 
ris. We  understand  that  the  nondescript  parasite  is  a  vegetable  fun- 
gus, of  a  high  organization,  having  grown  in  a  few  days  to  the  height 
of  six  or  seven  inches,  and  producing  its  spores  in  highly  developed 
sporocarps,  which  issued,  like  the  flowers  of  a  composites,  from  a  disk 
resembling  the  asters.  This  fungus  is  found  to  belong  to  the  phaUci- 
dei,  according  to  Prof.  Torrey.  Its  full  history  is  to  be  presented  to 
the  Academy  of  Medicine. 

Among  Committees  appointed  to  report  on  special  topics  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Society,  we  have  heard  of  Prof.  Quackenbush,  of 
Albany,  to  report  on  Inversion  of  the  Uterus,  and  Dr.  Elisha  Harris,  of 
our  city,  on  Imported  Infectious  Diseases,  and  their  relations  to  Quar- 
antine regulations  and  the  public  health,  a  theme  affording  ample 
scope  for  profitable  effort.  It  is  a  subject  that  demands  searching 
scientific  investigation,  and  at  such  hands  it  will  be  certain  to  receive  it. 

The  number  of  biographical  memoirs  of  deceased  and  eminent  mem- 
bers of  the  Society  naturally  increases,  with  years;  but  the  number 
this  year  was  unusual;  among  them  was  a  very  graphic  and  truthful 
sketch  of  the  late  Dr.  Thomas  Spencer.  It  is  given  at  length  in  the 
"Argus,"  as  is  also  the  President's  Annual  Address,  on  **Air,  Exercise, 
and  Sunlightf^'  in  which  the  lady-fingered,  exsanguine,  effeminate  self- 
made  invalids  in  our  profession,  and  in  all  other  professions  and  sta- 
tions in  life,  get  from  the  stalwart,  great-souled  and  intelligent  country 
physician.  Dr.  Augustus  Willard,  some  wholesome  and  eloquent  les- 
sons on  hygiene. 

DR  FRANCIS'S  ORATION 

Before  the  Historical  Society  has  been  published,  and  our  readers 
will  find  in  this  number  an  extract  from  his  reminiscences,  relating 
to  the  medical  affairs  of  New  York,  which  cannot  fail  to  interest  them. 
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They  may  here  learn  who  were  the  founders  of  the  New  York  Academy 
of  Medicine,  and  to  whom  the  profession  and  the  public  owe  the  in- 
togoration  of  the  reforms  at  Bellevne  Hospital.  Dr.  Francis  is  too 
honest  an  bistoriat^  to  conceal  or  pervert  the  trath. 


EDITORIAL  CHANGE. 

Dr  W.  K.  Bowling  has  associated  with  himself,  in  the  NashviUe 
Jwndof  Medicine  and  Surgery,  Drs.  R.XI.  Foster  and  George  S. 
Blackie  as  assistant  editoi^s,  Dr.  Eve  having  retired  in  view  of  devot- 
ng  himself  to  other  labors,  including  his  forthcoming  work  on  the 
PnDdples  and  Practice  of  Surgery.  The  high  character  this  journal 
hti  attained  by  its  fearless  independence,  and  the  unsurpassed  ability 
with  which  it  has  been  conducted,  have  gained  for  it  a  wide  circula- 
tioD-Hi  snccess  which  it  will  not  fail  still  to  merit  nnder  its  new  organi- 
xatioD.  May  its  shadow  never  be  less.  The  last  monthly  number 
eootalos  120  pi^es,  and  includes  a  masterly  address  on  Scientific  and 
Pnctical  Medicine,  by  Professor  Buchanan,  of  the  University  of 
Naghyille.  

DR.  J.  ADAMS  ALIiE^, 

of  Kalamazoo,  has  been  elected  President  of  the  Michigan  State 

Hedical  Society.    He  has  lately  replied  to  Professor  Paine,  in  the 

Miiical  Independent,  denying  that  the  latter  has  any  claims  whatever 

i&  tha  matter  of  the  priority  to  the  doctrines  in  relation  to  the  excito-  3 

Ncretory  nerves,  the  question  at  issue  between  Professor  Campbell,  of 

6eo.,  and  himself.     We  cannot,  however,  take  any  part  in  that  con- 

tiOTefsy,  and  have  only  sought  to  do  justice  to  the  rival  claims  of  all 

pirties. ' 

hu  been  amalgama,ted  with  the  Medical  Observer  at  Cincinnati,  and 

appears  to  be  emasculated  by  the  union.    Neither  Drs.  Blackman  nor 

Iawboq  appear  on  the  title-page,  but  the  editors  are  Drs.  Menden- 

U],  Hurphy  and  Stevens.    Their  first  number  is  inaugurated  by  an  ^, 

editorial  aimed  at  us,  abounding  in  vulgar  mendacity,  to  which  we  ';^ 

only  allude  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  our  contempt  for  the  medi-  ||J 

cal  press  which  utters  such  a  libel  upon  Professor  Bowling,  as  to 

charjie  him  with  excusing  Dr.  McClintock's  course,  when  the  article 

uder  notice  is  an  unmitigated  censure  of  that  course,  and  rebukes 

Uffl  in  terms  of  unrelenting  severity.    As  to  the  flippant  impertinence 

towaids  ourselves,  we  can  afford  to  despise  such  *'  high-toned  gentle- 

nen^  as  the  writer  professes  to  represent,  and  the  "mock  moralitv* 

htexUbits. 

12 
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We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  Professor  Alexander  Means  consents 
to  retain  his  chair  of  Chemistry  in  the  Atlanta  Medical  Collie,  and 
will  be  in  his  place  at  the  approaching  session.  His  resignation,  an- 
nounced in  oar  last,  has  been  reconsidered  and  withdrawn.  The 
Facnlty  have  encooragement  to  expect  a  large  class.  The  new  pro- 
fessor of  Obstetrics,  Dr.  PoweU,  has  removed  his  residence  from 
Sparta  to  Atlanta,  Geo. 

NEW  70RK  ACADiarr  OF  MEDICINE, 

At  the  February  meeting  there  was  a  larger  attendance  than  nsnal; 
one  illostrions  fellow  having  hastened  home  from  Albany,  where  he 
had  been  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  State  Society,  assigning  as  a  reason 
for  his  abrupt  return,  that  "fun  was  expected  at  the  Academy,"  and 
''he  had  to  attend  the  trial!"  of  the  nameless  "fellow'^  who  had 
dared  to  certify  to  the  medical  qualifications  of  Dr.  McClintock  for 
the  Philadelphia  hospital.  Poor  fellow!  commiseration,  not  censure, 
is  his  due,  and  we  spare  him. 

The  first  business  was  the  formal  inauguration  of  the  President 
elect,  Dr.  J.  P.  Batchelder,  by  his  retiring  predecessor.  Dr.  Valentine 
Mott,  which  was  gracefully  performed  with  excellent  addresses,  to  be 
reported  hereafter. 

The  usual  reports  of  committees  and  sections,  with  other  routine 
business,  having  been  disposed  of,  a  communication  was  read  by  Dr. 
Warren  from  the  Committee  on  Ethics,  proposing  inquiries  for  their 
guidance  in  relation  to  one  of  the  "  papers"  referred  to  them,  and  sub- 
mitting the  question  of  jurisdiction,  &c.,  offering  to  return  the  case  to 
the  Academy,  to  be  read  in  a  certain  contingency,  &c.  The  report  was 
accepted;  but  as  no  farther  action  was  had,  it  would  be  premature  to 
say  more  than  that  it  was  understood  to  refer  to  that  letter  from 
Condie,  Jewell  and  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  which  seems  to  have  become 
an  embarrassing  question.  Possibly  the  next  meeting  will  call  it  up, 
and  we  shall  then  have  light. 

A  very  valuable  paper  was  then  read  by  Dr.  Thomas,  on  Fonis 
presentations,  which  elicited  remarks  from  Dr.  Francis,  Dr.  Detmold, 
and  others,  and  which  will,  we  hope,  be  published  somewhere,  as  its 
suggestions  have  both  novelty  and  merit.  Dr.  T.  belongs  to  a  class 
of  younger  members  of  the  Academy,  who  are  aiming  to  excel,  and 
who  give  promise  that  they  will  make  their  mark,  and  take  the  lead, 
for  which  their  ardent  cultivation  of  our  science  will  soon  fit  them. 
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Said  Dr.  Johnson,  "  When  God  Almighty  gives  a  man  toings,  he  will 
fly,  clip  them  as  often  as  you  may."  We  chronicle  their  successes 
with  hearty  good  will. 

BXTRNXNG  OF  A  HOSPITAIi. 

The  large  hospital  on  Blackwell's  Island,  attached  to  the  Peniten- 
tiary department,  and  devoted  chiefly  to  venereal  patients,  of  whom 
orer  500  were  under  treatment  at  the  time,  took  fire  on  the  morn- 
ing of  12th  of  February,  and  was  totally  destroyed  in  a  few 
hours.  All  the  patients  were  happily  saved,  as  were  all  the  other  in- 
mates of  the  building.  It  was  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Sanger  and 
his  assistant  physicians,  whose  effects  were  consumed,  which  to  them 
nuist  be  a  great  loss.  The  building  was  400  feet  long,  and  is  said  to 
haiecost  the  city  over  $100,000.  The  Governors  of  the  Almshouse 
ha?e  resolved  to  rebuild  immediately,  as  the  exigency  requires,  and  it 
iB  hoped  that  the  new  edifice  will  be  fire  proof.  A  series  of  detached 
hnUiogs,  separated  from  each  other,  is  a  wiser  policy  than  one  con- 
tinuous edifice,  since  a  conflagration  might  then  be  limited  to  the 
hoilding  in  which  it  originated.  The  escape  of  all  the  inmates  un- 
harmed is  a  marvel,  but  finds  explanation  in  the  nature  of  their  mal- 
adies, which  in  most  instances  allowed  of  locomotion.  Had  such  a 
fee  ocenrred  in  a  hospital  of  which  the  patients  were  generally  bed- 
ndden,  the  loss  of  life  might  have  been  appalling. 


M 


BELLUVUJbS  HOSPITAL. 

A  majority  and  minority  report  from  the  Special  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Governors  to  the  Almshouse,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
robject  of  introducing  Homoeopaths  to  the  medical  charge  of  half  the 
pfttients  in  the  hospital,  has  been  printed  in  pamphlet  form,  and  of 
course  is  reproduced  in  the  newspapers.  The  former  is  signed  by 
Washington  Smith  and  P.  G.  Moloney,  a  majority  of  the  Committee,  :il. 

^  is  adverse  to  the  projected  change.    It  is  brief  and  well  written,  iV 

WDduding  as  follows,  viz: 

"  But  we  need  not  multiply  facts  of  this  kind:  enough  has  been  given 

to  prove  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  your  Committee,  that  this  system 

baa  been  thoroughly  tested  in  hospitals,  and  found  entirely  inefficient. 

It  n  quite  true,  that  hospitals  established  by  its  partisans  have  pub- 

Med  reports  of  the  most  flattering  success  of  treatment,  but  they 

UKat  be  r^ected  in  this  discussion,  because  partisan.    If  such  reports 

reliable,  why  the  failure  of  these  very  hospitals?    Why  is  the 
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Homoeopathic  system  expelled,  not  onlj  from  the  hospitals  of  Rii88ia» 
in  which  it  has  had  years  to  establish  itself,  bat  ereii  from  the  Czar's 
dominions  ?  These  are  questions  of  grave  import,  and  may  well  gire 
rise  to  the  inquiry  in  this  community.  Why  are  the  sick-poor  of  our 
city  selected  to  be  made  the  subjects  of  an  experiment  with  this  sys- 
tem  of  medical  practice,  which  has  so  repeatedly  failed  when  put  to  tbe 
test  of  rigid  inrestigation  ?  If  the  curiosity  of  the  few  wiusi  be  grati> 
fied,  why  not  choose  the  criminal  for  the  experiment. 

"The  just  pride  of  erery  cirilized  and  christian  community  is  its  pub- 
lic charities.  They  are  not  only  the  criterion  by  which  we  may  esti- 
mate its  christian  phUanthropy,  but  also  its  progress  in  the  arts  of 
cirilized  life.  Well  may  the  citizens  of  London,  of  Paris,  and  other 
continental  cities  boast  of  their  ho^itals,  the  growth  of  centuries, 
and  the  merited  recipients  of  public  and  private  endowments.  To 
them  flock  the  students  of  every  country,  and  from  them  emanate 
men  learned  in  the  laws  of  health  and  disease,  and  skilled  in  all  the 
subtile  arts  of  healing.  They  are  demonstrating  with  mathematical 
exactness  the  fact,  that,  wisely  and  judiciously  managed,  the  average 
of  human  life  may  be  materially  lengthened.  So  important,  indeed, 
have  they  become  to  the  well-being  of  the  people,  that  they  are  inr 
corporated  with  state  and  city  governments^  Well  may  we,  under 
whose  fostering  care  the  pubUc  charities  of  our  city  are  placed,  inqnire 
what  is  the  character  c^  the  medical  officers  under  which  these  hoe* 
pitals  have  attained  such  age,  and  such  celebrity!  The  answer,  witli- 
out  exception,  is,  that  they  are  of  the  same  school  of  education  and 
practice  as  that  under  the  management  of  which  BellAue  Hospital 
has  for  the  last  ten  years  so  signally  prospered.  They  have  been 
men  of  professional  learning,  eminent  as  citizens,  asd  often  as  statea- 
men,  but  always  of  one  school — the  so-called  regular  practice. 

"  With  this  careful  and  dispassionate  review  of  the  subject  submitted 
to  their  consideration,  your  Committee  can  but  conclude  that  it  woold 
be  both  unwise  and  inexpedient  to  change  the  medical  government  of 
Bellevue  Hospital,  or  place  any  portion  of  it  in  charge  of  a  Board  of 
Homaeopathic  practitioners,  for  the  purpc^  of  experimenting  with 
that  system  of  practice  upon  its  inmates.*' 

The  minority  report  i$  signed  Benj.  F.  Pinckney,  and  has  evident^ 
been  prepared  since  the  former  report  was  made,  for  it  purports  to  be 
a  reply  thereto.  Though  avowedly  the  work  of  a  Hoou&opadi,  and 
extending  through  nearly  40  pages^  it  contains  acisoIa^ielT  nothini^ 
whick  has  not  beea  rqpei^  and  lefated  so  ofteo^  that  a  rep^  to  its 
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fiophisms  and  mendacity  would  be  bat  a  ''  tbrice-told  tale,^  and  coii« 
mce  nobody.    It  concludes  with  th«  following  MunchauBenisms,  yiz: 

*Trom  the  statement  of  facts  thus  presented,  your  Minority  Commit- 
tee deduce  the  following  conclusions: 

I.  That  Homceopathy  has  ceased  to  be  an  experiment,  and  is  an 
established  system  of  medicine. 

II.  That,  as  compared  with  Allopathy,  the  expense  of  Homceopathic 
treatment  is  much  less. 

III.  That  the  duration  of  disease  under  Homceopathic  treatment  is 
miich  less. 

IT,  That  the  mortality  under  Homoeopathic  treatment  is  much  less. 

"And,  relying  upon  the  sound  judgment  of  this  Board,  confidently 
ofo  for  your  adoption  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  one  half  of  the  wards  of  Bellevue  Hospital  be  trans- 
brred  to  the  charge  of  Homoeopathic  Physicians,  under  the  super- 
noon  of  a  Medical  Board  to  be  appointed  by  the  Homoeopathic 
Hedical  Society  of  the  County  of  New  York;  and  that  a  Select  Com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  prepare  such  rules  and  regulations  therefor  as 
they  may  deem  proper." 

We  need  scarcely  add,  that  the  hospital  will  not,  under  its  present 
6o?emors,  be  changed  in  its  medical  management,  by  the  admixture 
of  any  mongrel  officiaries  in  the  medical  staff.  So  that  the  Homoeo- 
paths will  have  to  try  again. 

It  is  idle  to  prate  of  any  "  conjoint  service"  in  a  hospital,  between 
Homoeopatbi  and  Physicians,  for  the  "  attraction  of  repulsion"  is  mu- 
toal,  and  any  attempted  amalgamation  must  end  in  a  hybrid  result. 
Oil  and  water  are  not  more  incoogrueus,  nor  is  there  any  alkali  in 
nature  which  has  **  disposing  affinity  "  to  render  any  union  possible, 
for  science  and  quackery  are  "  chemical  incompatibles,"  which  recip- 
rocally decompose  each  other  when  brought  into  contact. 

Moreover,  it  is  contrary  to  the  law  of  Moses  to  yoke  an  ox  and  an  ^ii 

«i  i%  the  same  team.  =2 

DR.  PAUL  P.  EVE, 

the  worthy  President  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  has  re- 
plfed  to  the  criticism  of  the  American  Medical  Monthly  upon  his  late 
poblication  with  so  much  kindness  and  courtesy,  that  it  would  seem 
to  disarm  our  hypercritical  neighbor.  His  complimentary  recognition 
rfthe  surgical  merits  of  both  Drs.  Mott  and  Carnochan,  demonstrate 
that  DO  intentional  injustice  was  possible,  and  whatever  seeming  error 
of  the  pren  occorred  appears  to  us  to  be  amply  atoned  for. 
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OLEANINQS  FROM  THE  FOREIGN  JOURNALa 

Cholera, — Dr.  Black,  of  Chesterfield,  annoances  that  arsenias  potSAr 
S8B  is  a  specific  for  cholera  in  all  its  stages,  and  cites  his  ample  experi- 
ence, even  in  cases  in  which  the  yarioos  other  and  active  medicatioii 
had  been  rainlj  tried.  From  6  to  15  drops  of  Fowler's  solution  are 
given  in  cold  water  every  10  or  15  minutes  until  vomiting  and  purging 
cease,  when  smaller  doses  and  at  longer  intervals  are  repeated  until 
reaction. 

His  theory  is  thus  expressed,  viz.,  "To  destroy  such  a  poison  in  the 
blood,  I  gave  to  the  blood  a  poison,  which  acted  in  accordance  with  a 
well-known  physiological  law,  and  cured  the  disease."  What  will  the 
Homceopaths  say? 

Mr.  Boate,  a  continental  army  surgeon,  after  large  experience  in 
cholera,  begins  his  treatment  with  an  emetic,  followed  by  a  full  dose  of 
tinct.  opii  and  ether,  or  3  grs.  of  calomel  and  one  of  opium.  In  col- 
lapsed cases,  he  relies  exclusively  on  the  inhalation  of  chloroform  to 
the  extent  of  stimulation  only,  thus  keeping  up  the  pulse  for  hours, 
watching  to  produce  this  effect  and  no  other.  He  reports  his  cures 
to  be  86  per  cent. 

Dr.  Bennett f  of  Edinburgh,  has  been  experimenting  with  injections 
of  the  Bronchi,  in  pulmonary  diseases,  as  recommended  by  Dr.  Horace 
Green.  He  reports  having  introduced  the  catheter  in  seven  patients. 
In  one  of  them  he  has  injected  the  lungs  eleven  times,  using  from  2 
drachms  to  ^  an  ounce  of  the  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  of  the 
strength  of  2  scruples  to  the  ounce.  He  speaks  of  the  effect  as  bene- 
ficial to  the  patient,  though  yet  under  treatment.  He  recommends 
the  practice,  and  adds,  ''if  judiciously  employed,  it  may  form  a  new  era 
in  the  treatment  of  pulmonary  diseases."  What  will  certain  wiseacres 
of  our  Academy  say?  See  November  number  of  the  Edinburgh  Med. 
Journal. 

Glycerine, — Dr.  Cotton,  of  Brompton  Hospital,  has  employed  this 
article  extensively,  and  testifies  against  its  efficiency  in  phthisis,  pro- 
nouncing it  greatly  inferior  to  cod  liver  oil. 

Supra-rcTial  Capsules. — ^The  congenital  absence  of  these  organs  has 
been  found  in  a  man,  who  always  had  a  white  skin,  lived  up  to  40 
years,  and  died  of  a  malady  of  the  chest.  He  worked  as  a  joiner,  was 
married,  and  had  three  sons.  See  Glasgow  Med,  JourruU  for  July 
last. 
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Primary  Syphilis. — The  ferruginous  treatment  of  Ricord  is  endors- 
ed in  the  Lancet,  as  preferable  to  any  other.  One  part  of  the  potassio- 
tartrate  of  iron  is  dissolved  in  six  parts  of  water,  two  teaspoonfuls 
bang  given  three  times  a  day.  The  same  solution  is  applied  to  the 
chancres  in  lieu  of  any  other  external  remedy.  No  instance  of  secon- 
dary symptoms  has  been  known  after  this  treatment. 

Neuralgia. — ^The  most  severe  cases  are  reported  as  cured  by  sub- 
cutaneous injections  into  the  pained  tissues,  by  acupuncture  with  the 
perforated  nozzle  of  a  syringe.  Battley's  sedative  solution  is  used  for 
the  purpose,  but  morphine  solutions  will  do.  The  dose  of  the  former 
iffled  is  20  or  30  drops. 

Bromide  of  Potassium^  in  doses  of  10  grains,  three  times  a  days,  is 
highly  extolled  in  hysterical  epilepsy,  or  in  those  cases  of  the  latter 
disease  attended  with  excitement  of  the  sexual  organs.  The  aphrodi- 
siac properties  'of  this  drug  are  notorious.  Mr.  Ackerly,  of  Liverpool, 
reports  numerous  cures  of  epilepsy  by  tartar  emetic,  J  of  a  grain  every 
fonr  hours. 

Hydrocele. — A  new  operation  for  radical  cure  has  been  repeated 
wccessfully  by  Dr.  Burggraave,  of  Ghent,  as  we  learn  from  the  Dub- 
lin Medical  Press.  It  consists  in  acupuncturation  in  a  number  of 
I^aces  over  the  tumor,  when  a  serous  thrombus  is  formed  immediately. 
Wthin  half  an  hour,  all  the  serum  comes  to  the  areolar  tissue  of  the 
taos,  and  is  quickly  absorbed,  but  may  be  hastened  by  watery  solu* 
twns  of  iodine  applied  to  the  surface.  The  harmless  nature  of  this 
treatment  allows  of  repetition,  if  necessary. 

BrighVs  Disease. — Two  cases,  with  characteristic  symptoms,  are 
reported  by  Prof.  Naumann,  of  Bonn,  which  terminated  favorably. 
They  are  published  to  encourage  hope,  and  prevent  the  abandonment 
of  such  patients  to  their  fate  as  is  too  often  done,  under  the  belief  that 
this  malady  is  incurable.  That  such  may  be  the  fact  in  tuberculous 
CMes,  where  the  pulmonary  and  other  vital  organs  give  evidence  that 
^h  malady  is  constitutional,  need  not  be  denied.  But  all  the  phe- 
nomena of  Bright's  disease  may  be  present,  where  no  evidence  of  tuber- 
culosis exists,  although  the  degeneracy  of  the  kidneys,  with  abundant 
•Ibuminuria,  &c.,  may  be  obvious.    Such  cases  are  often  found  cur- 


BOLD  SX7RGICAL  OPERATION. 

[The  following  "  first-rate  notice"  of  Mr.  Syme's  late  butchery  was 
loierted  in  the  Edinburgh  Advertiser^  soon  after  this  bold  and  reckless 
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feat  was  performed  at  the  Rojal  Infirmary,  and  htfan  thepatieni  was 
dead,  for  which  latter  pnrpose  haste  was  necessary,  as  a  fatal  result 
was  ineTitable,  and  mast  have  been  known  to  be  snch  by  all  coneamed 
eicept  the  Tictim.  We  chronicle  the  case  as  a  warning  to  onr  yooog 
sargeons,  against  so  disrepntable  and  mnrderons  snrgery.  Any  body 
can  goage  a  man's  eye  out,  or  cat  oat  his  tongne,  or  off  with  his  head, 
bat  in  sach  a  case  it  is  not  surgery,  bat  homicide.] 

On  the  8th  inst.,  at  noon,  th^%  was  no  small  amoant  of  exdtemeat 
exhibited  in  the  surgical  ward  and  operating  theatre  oi  the  Royal  In- 
firmary, Edinbargh,  resalting  from  the  expectation  of  a  very  formi- 
dable snrgical  operation  taking  place  that  morning.  At  11  o'ckidc 
the  room  was  crowded  to  excess,  and  numbers  of  medical  men  from 
all  parts  were  assembled  to  witness  it.  The  patient  had  for  a  loi^ 
period  suffered  from  cancer  of  the  tongue,  and  Prof.  Syme  had  datcr- 
mined  upon  remoTing  the  organ  bodily.  Shortly  after  12  o'clock  tlie 
man  was  lead  into  the  theatre,  placed  upon  the  table,  and  qmckfy 
rendered  powerless  through  the  potent  influence  of  the  chlorofonn 
which  was  administered  to  him.  Professor  Syme  commenced  by  mak- 
ing a  Tertical  incision  through  the  integument  corering  the  chin,  mud 
then  sawed  through  the  lower  jaw  at  the  symphysis.  The  divifliaa 
being  made,  he  next  proceeded  to  cut  away  the  tongue  at  the  vcoy 
root,  close  to  the  hyoid  bone.  The  arteries  were  quickly  tied,  'Oat , 
hemorrhage  was  comparatirely  little,  the  man  having  only  lost  a  few 
ounces  of  blood.  The  jaw  was  again  placed  together  and  the  integument 
sewed  up.  The  man  was  actually  able  to  walk  out  of  the  room.  At 
the  close  of  the  operation,  Professor  Syme  remarked  that  the  removal 
of  the  tongue,  bodily,  had  been  successfully  performed  in  Italy,  bnt^ 
the  modus  o^randi  was  of  a  different  nature,  the  incisions  having  beow 
made  entirely  in  the  throat,  but  he  (Professor  Syme)  considered  ti|w^ 
that  mode  was  attended  with  more  dancr^^r  than  the  one  he  had  ch<w^^ 


to  adopt.     This  operation  has  never  yel  been  performed  in  (l^^T^ 


Britain,  and,  should  the  patient  recover,  which  is  earnestly  hope^ 
believed,  the  highest  praise  will  be  dne  to  Professor  Syxne  for  V\^4^ 
so  skillfully  undertaken  that  which  no  surireon  of  tih^  connttY  ^ 
formerly  ventured  ujwn. — Edinhurfk  Adrrrlistrr. 

The  Scf>tchm/tn  adds:  The  patient  walked  ont  of  t\\^  \\\e»tt«  tte^c^ 
less,  but  grateful  and  happy,  and  has  oontinnod  wo\\  »^c>t«c^,b^ 
fed  with  a  tnbe;  em  now,  fcliBWW,  awallow,  and    ^^^^i^t^«^  \tt ipi^ 
orntiHTtaMAH  *-*•    ll«  i^»C     ^5^«A*m 

I 
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HEW  JOURNAI.  OF  PH7aiOIiOG7. 

Dr.  BsowK  Sequabd  has  Issaed  the  prospectus  of  a  journal  of 
jixpMogj,  of  which  he  is  to  be  the  principal  editor,  and  which  is  to 
be  poblished  qoarterlj,  on  the  1st  of  January,  April,  July,  and  Oc- 
tober— each  number  to  contain  from  one  hundred  and  sixty  to  two 
hundred  pages.  He  is  to  be  assisted  in  his  enterprise  by  Drs.  Gh. 
Robin,  Oh.  Rouget,  Tholozan,  &c. 

His  journal,  in  addition  to  pure  physiology,  will  embrace — 1.  Or- 
ganic ebemistry,  hygiene,  toxicology,  and  legal  medicine,  in  their  rela- 
tions to  physiology.  2.  Descriptive  anatomy,  comparative  anatomy, 
teratology,  and  normal  and  pathological  histology,  so  far  as  they 
iDnstrate  phyisiology.  3.  The  applications  of  physiology  to  the  prao- 
tiee  of  medicine,  surgery,  and  obstetrics. 

The  subscription  will  be  18  francs,  at  Paris,  payable  in  advance. 

The  attention  of  the  profession  in  this  country  is  invited  to  this 
joomsl.  It  may  be  obtained  through  I.  Pennington  &  Son,  of  Phil- 
adelphia. — • 

EZTRAORDINART  SX7RGICAL  OPERATION. 

The  newspapers  having  announced  and  commented  upon  an  opera- 
ttm  lately  performed  by  Dr.  Gurdon  Buck  upon  a  young  lady  of  this 
city,  would  seem  to  render  it  proper  to  put  our  readers  in  possession 
of  the  facts,  in  anticipation  of  the  detailed  report,  which  will  doubt- 
hn  be  forthcoming  in  the  medical  journals  in  due  time,  by  authority. 
The  case  is  one  of  very  great  professional  interest  on  several  accounts, 
ud  its  successful  result  will  add  another  laurel  to  the  wreath  which 
Dr.  Buck  has  won  for  New  York  Surgery. 

Tlie  lady,  some  two  years  since,  had  a  small  fish  bone  lodged  in  her 

ftroat,  in  the  act  of  swallowing,  which  she  could  feel  with  her  finger, 

4oogh,  not  being  visible,  it  could  not  be  extracted  at  the  time.     At 

^'Bt  it  occasioned  but  little  inconvenience,  but  either  its  presence  or 

'fce  wound  it  inflicted  produced  so  much  irritation  at  times,  extending 

^  the  larynx  and  trachea,  as  to  become  afflictive  and  even  hazardous, 

■*y  reason  of  the  paroxysmal  recurrence  of  intense  laryngismus,  some- 

^unes  endangering  life.     Nearly  connected  with  the  families  of  several 

•  <^t  most  eminent  physicians,  her  case  enlisted  the  counsel  of  sever- 

*  ^  cor  distinguished  surgeons,  and  other  medical  men,  by  whom  the 
^W^dhtt  ci  tracheotomy  was  several  times  proposed,  but  as  often 
■•Jped,  a  mitigation  of  symptoms  having  been  obtained  by  antispas- 

and  other  medication.     Of  late,  however,  the   dangerous 
recurred  more  A*equently,  and  suffocation  threaten- 
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ed,  the  necessitj  of  some  operation  became  imperatiYe,  and  after  foil 
consultation  and  the  heroic  consent  of  the  patient,  on  the  10th  of 
January  Dr.  Onrdon  Bnck  performed  it  as  the  dernier  resort  to 
avert  the  fatal  resnlt  which  was  impending.  Among  the  surgeons 
present  were  Drs.  Stevens,  W.  Parker,  and  Watson,  and  Drs.  Clark, 
Cammann,  and  J.  M.  Smith  in  attendance  as  physicians. 

The  operation  was  undertaken  first  for  the  removal  of  the  foreign 
body,  though  it  was  necessary  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferer.  The 
larynx  was  laid  open,  the  patient  being  etherized,  and  a  protracted 
and  diligent  search  was  made  in  vain,  no  trace  of  the  fish  bone  being 
discovered,  but  the  inflammation  and  ulceration  of  the  mucons  mem- 
brane were  exposed,  and  cauterized  in  the  larynx  and  trachea;  the 
tube  introduced  to  the  manifest  relief  of  the  sufferer,  whose  powers  of 
endurance,  even  after  the  ether  had  to  be  suspended,  were  marvelous. 
A  similar  search  for  the  foreign  body  was  renewed  in  vain  the  follow- 
ing day,  by  opening  the  wound,  after  which  the  parts  were  coapted, 
the  tube  replaced,  and  the  wound  fully  dressed. 

From  that  time  all  has  gone  well,  the  wound  healing  by  the  first 
intention,  and  all  the  sufferings  of  the  patient  relieved,  no  return  of 
laryngismus  having  occurred.  The  tube  is  still  worn,  perforated, 
however,  so  that  speech  and  voice  are  restored;  and  the  lady's  health, 
almost  overthrown,  is  rapidly  recovering.  Whether  the  fish  bone  re- 
mains imbedded  in  auy  of  the  tissues,  which  is  possible;  or  whether 
it  has  escaped  after  inflicting  its  terrible  mischiefs,  may  not  now  be  posi- 
tively afi&rmed.  But  the  operation  has  succeeded  in  rescumg  from 
suffering  and  death  a  young  wife  and  mother,  and  restoring  her  to  her 
husband,  children,  and  an  endeared  family  circle,  at  the  head  of  which 
stands  one  of  our  most  esteemed  physicians,  who  has  thus  renewed 
reason  for  being  proud  of  his  profession.  She  will  be  a  living  trophy 
of  the  science  and  skill,  so  happily  illustrated  by  Dr.  Buck,  of  the 
New  York  Hospital,  who  has  already  distinguished  himself  in  this  de- 
partment of  surgery,  beyond  any  living  man  at  home  or  abroad. 


THE  CINCINNATI  LANCET  AND  OBSERVER 

recently  started  the  fiction,  that  a  new  medical  college  was  abont 
opening  at  Nashville,  and  added,  that  it  was  to  be  ''  under  the  patron- 
age of  the  Methodist  denomination."  Now,  this  is  only  another  of 
the  yarns  of  that  hybrid  Obammr.  whose  tripod  of  editors  seem  to 
have  some  privat"  »  pitch  into  Nashville 

afibirs.    '  he ''Joiinial,''forTe- 
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pnblidiiDg  Dr.  Drake's  graphic  paper  on  the  reign  of  Quackery  in  the 
qneen  dty  of  the  West,  which  then,  as  now,  overrides  the  profession 
there,  its  Jonrnal,  and  its  schools.  Eclecticism,  and  kindred  impos- 
tures, are  in  the  ascendant  at  Cincinnati,  and  will  be  while  such  men 
as  Drs.  Drake,  John  Bell,  H.  W.  Baxley,  and  Geo.  C.  Blackman 
fail  to  be  appreciated  by  those  who  represent  our  profession  in  that 
dtj;  and  even  a  man  like  Professor  Mussey  is  laid  on  the  shelf  by  his 
brethren,  to  make  room  for  other  and  inferior  men.  Even  Cleaveland, 
the  convicted  plagiarist  and  notorious  gas-bag,  is  countenanced  there, 
and  publishes  a  better  Journal,  typographically  and  editorially,  than 
is  the  present  Lancei  and  Observer,  These  things  ought  not  to  be  so. 
The  profession  of  Ohio  should  rally  as  one  man,  to  replace  Professor 
Blackman  at  the  head  of  the  medical  press  of  Cincinnati,  from  which 
he  has  so  lately  been  compelled  to  retire  by  unmerited  but  almighty 
neglect  


[We  insert  the  following,  as  a  specimen  of  numerous  letters  recent- 
ly sent  us  by  professional  friends.  This  is  from  one  of  the  most  emi- 
nent men  in  our  country,  who  has  contributed  more  to  the  value  of 
the  Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association  than  any  other 
of  his  compeers.] 

He  thus  writes,  viz: 

"  I  must  take  this  opportunity  to  say,  that  in  the  McC.  matter 
yon  seem  to  me  to  have  been  unjustly  censured  by  some  of  our  pro- 
fession. That  you  acted  from  the  impulses  of  a  heart  filled  with  kind- 
ness, charity,  and  humanity,  I  think  it  is  safe  to  say.  Nay,  more,  I 
believe  you  have  acted  as  I  should  have  done  under  the  same  drcum- 
stances,  and  as  very  many  of  your  opponents  would  have  done,  be- 
eaose  I  believe  that  those  gentlemen  as  well  as  myself  are  sufficiently 
impulsive  and  kind  hearted  to  do  such  things,  even  if  unwise.  No 
donbt  there  are  men  who  would  not  have  done  it — cautious,  prudent 
men,  who  never  do  a  wrong  act,  but  who  also  never  do  a  good  act. 
They  hesitate  until  it  is  too  late  to  act.    I  confess  I  do  not  like  such  4; 

men,  though  they  may  be  useful;  indeed,  I  dislike  them  very  much. 
Their  blood  is  too  cold  and  sluggish  for  me. 

**  Moreover,  you  have  done  enough  for  the  profession  of  medicine, 
both  m  the  prosecution  of  its  researches,  and  in  the  defence  of  its 
haaotf  to  entitle  you  to  some  consideration.  Young  men  who  were 
M  Ihsir  cscadles  when  you  were  laboring  for  the  advancement  of  medi- 
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cal  science,  ought  to  look  back  a  quarter  of  a  century  ormdre,  and 
learn  who  it  is  whom  they  have  assaUed  so  mdely. 

"  Be  assured,  that  all  my  personal  friends  entertain  simSar  vieios  dt 
this  matter,  and  we  cannot  sympathize  with  those  who,  for  want  of 
sufficient  reflection,  have  been  disposed  to  blame  you.  I  trust  if  we 
never  commit  greater  sins,  we  shall  be  forgiven.  My  long  intimacy 
with  you,  and  my  ancient  acquaintance  with  McG.,  have  led  me  to 
speak  so  freely  on  this  matter  to  yourself. 

With  sentiments  of  esteem,  I  remain 

Yours  truly,  — — * 

[We  suppress  the  name,  as  not  designed  for  publicatioDy  and  be- 
cause we  are  not  willing  to  divide  our  responsibility  for  any  act  of  oar 
own,  by  committing  any  other  party.  Nevertheless,  we  highly  ^ 
predate  the  kindness  which  prompted  it.] 


Very  great  injustice  is  habitually  done  to  the  medical  profession  by 
the  public  press,  in  using  the  title  "  physician  "  interchangeably  with 
that  of  "  homoeopath,"  as  though  they  were  synonymes;  than  which, 
there  cannot  be  a  greater  mistake.  No  homoeopath  can  have  any 
right  to  the  title  of  physician,  nor,  if  he  is  honest,  can  he  consort  to 
the  misnomer. 

Oar  objection  to  this  confounding  of  titles  is  based  on  the  fiust 
which  is  notorious,  that  in  the  public  press  the  ignorance,  foUy,  and 
crimes  of  the  homoeopaths  all  over  the  country  are  ascribed  to  "  phy- 
sicians,'' and  this  when  the  record  shows  that  the  parties  are  not  of 
oor  profession,  but  only  Homoeopaths.  Thus,  when  the  crimes  of 
Biegler  and  Son  are  referred  to,  and  their  relations  to  the  state 
prison  and  the  gallows,  both  are  styled  ''  physicians."  The  suicide 
of  spiritualists,  as  in  a  recent  instance,  is  entitled  an  "  eminent  phy- 
sician blowing  out  his  brains;"  and  another  bigamist  being  shot  by  his 
paramour,  is  recorded  as  a  "  celebrated  physician  murdered,"  when 
all  these  are  only  homoeopaths — not  physicians. 

That  these  and  the  like  slanders  of  our  profession  are  often  design* 
edly  published,  and  the  fact  that  the  criminals  are  only  homoeopaths 
is  purposely  concealed,  is  doubtless  true  in  many  cases.  Bat  this  fact 
only  aggravates  the  injustice  of  which  we  complain.  All  we  demand 
of  the  public  press,  is,  that  a  just  discrimination  be  made.  Our  {mto* 
fession  has  sins  enough  of  its  own,  by  unworthy  members,  to  answer 
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for,  withoat  being  saddled  with  those  of  their  neighbors.  Mesmer- 
ism, clairyojance  and  spiritaalism,  with  all  their  torn-fooleries,  are 
woght  to  be  endorsed  by  the  presence  and  testimony  of  physicians, 
when  DO  legitimate  member  of  the  profession  is  any  where  identified 
with  these  impostures,  all  such  being  only  homoeopaths,  and  not  phy* 
ndtns.  This  latter  title  belongs  exclusively  to  the  regularly  educa- 
ted medical  man,  and  neither  homoeopaths,  hydropaths,  eclectics, 
diroQO-thermallsts,  Indian  doctors,  clairvoyant  or  spiritual  jugglers, 
or  witches,  have  any,  the  least  claim  to  the  title  of  physicians,  but 
ihoold  collectively  bear  the  designation  of  quacks,  all  being  alike 
^[Dorant  and  unprincipled  excrescences,  mere  fungi  and  parasites, 
whose  recognition  or  fellowship  we  utterly  repudiate. 

TBOB  MAKECATTAN  GAS  COMPANY 

Is  jnstly  denounced  by  the  public  press  as  an  odious  monopoly,  or  as 
Dr.  Dickson  felicitously  nicknames  it,  the  "  Anaconda  Gas  Swindle." 
In  the  upper  wards  of  the  city,  we  are  all  compelled  to  submit  to  its  ex- 
orbitant exactions,  or  dispense  with  gas  light,  which  has  now  become 
a  necessary  of  life.  While  professing  to  lower  the  price  of  gas  20 
percent,  since  October,  1856,  every  householder  finds  his  monthly  bill 
hufeased  40  or  60  per  cent,  beyond  what  it  reached  when  the  price 
WIS  higher.  This  they  are  enabled  to  do  with  impunity,  by  the 
TJOamoas  meters,  which  they  control  by  their  hirelings,  whose  reports 
ire  final  without  appeal  to  any  Inspector.  The  public  have  recently 
been  enlightened  touching  this  meter  question,  and  the  press  ought 
Mt  to  let  the  matter  rest,  untO  the  Legislature  arrest  the  wholesaled 
robbery.    For  an  investment  of  less  than  $100,000  in  meters,  this  | 

coDpany  is  in  the  receipt  of  the  annual  interest  on  more  than  a 
9BSm  of  dollars !  and  this  in  perpetuity,  the  meters  being  all  paid 
for  the  first  year. 

It  is  no  marvel  that  they  can  build  palaces  beside  our  Opera 
Honsc,  and  afford  such  enormous  salaries  to  their  President,  Vice  , 

Pnsident,  and  other  officers,  who  sit  like  nabobs  at  their  desks,  and  \  . 

wD  in  wealth,  exacted  by  this  overgrown  monopoly.    Their  fancied  Ij  j 

*cority  in  their  positions  renders  them  insolent  and  oppressive  to  V*' 

^Independent  customers;  but  unless  the  Legislature  can  be  bought 
*ftom  their  support,  by  the  higher  bids  of  some  opposition  company, 
te  only  hope  for  the  public  is  in  the  introduction  of  improvements  in 
At  na&ttfaetare  of  gas,  such  as  are  foreshadowed  by  the  recent  im- 
flOflMiits  ia  England,  when  portable  gas  will  be  furnished  to  every 
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family,  and  these  monopolists  will  find  their  "  occnpation  gone.''    So 
mote  it  be.  


report  of  operations  by  seton,  for  the  cure  of  reducible  hernia,  will 
be  found  in  this  number  under  the  head  of  "  Communications/'  haying 
reached  us  after  our  first  form  had  been  worked  off  by  the  printers. 
He  has  been  using  an  instrument  introduced  by  Dr.  Kiggs,  of  this 
city;  but  a  new  instrument  has  been  devised  by  Prof.  Armsby,  of  Al- 
bany, as  will  be  seen  by  our  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  late 
meeting  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  which  has  been  used  with  suc- 
cess by  himself,  and  which  seems  to  us  more  simple  than  that  of  Dr. 
E.,  although  Professor  Armsby  had  neither  seen  or  heard  of  the 
other  instrument,  until  he  had  constructed  and  used  his  own.  We 
learn,  however,  that  he  does  not  moot  the  question  of  priority,  bat 
merely  submits  his  instrument  to  the  profession  for  trial.  His  seton 
is  a  single  thread  instead  of  a  skein  of  silk  or  sponge. 


THB  LAGER  BEER  QUESTION 

is  now  a  mooted  one,  in  consequence  of  the  recent  judicial  decision  at 
Brooklyn,  that  the  modern  beverage  known  as  Lager  Beer  is  not 
legally  an  intoxicating  drink,  and  hence  its  sale  is  not  prohibited  un- 
der the  present  liquor  law.  If  the  judgment  of  the  court  that  it  is 
**  n>ot  intoxicating^'  be  correct,  it  would,  indeed,  be  tyranny  to  pro- 
hibit it,  especially  under  a  law  which  does  not,  and  cannot  prohibit 
the  sale  of  all  the  other  and  fashionable  beverages  known  to  he  intoxir 
eating y  and  sold  and  drank  only  because  of  their  being  such;  and  this 
without  any  license,  there  being  every  where  a  free  trade  in  good  or 
bad  liquor^  provided  that  it  be  intoxicating;  and  even  when  made  «o 
by  the  admixture  of  poisonous  drugs !  Such  has  been  the  result  of 
the  stupid  legislation  in  New  York,  on  this  great  subject  of  Intem- 
perance, the  giant  iniquity  of  the  age.  We  speak  thus,  in  view  of  its 
physical  mischiefs  to  the  public  health,  and  upon  human  life,  wholly 
irrespective  of  the  considerations  urged  by  the  philanthropy  and 
morality  of  the  age. 

The  grounds  upon  which  this  decision  was  made,  that  "  Lager 
Beer  is  not  intoxicating"  in  the  sense  of  our  bogus  prohibitory  laws, 
are  understood  to  be  the  proofs  before  the  court,  that  it  contains  only 
3^  per  cent,  of  alcohol,  and  that  individuals  had  drank  30  or  40  pints 
at  a  single  sitting,  and  others  as  many  qiuirts  during  the  day  and  night, 
without  intoxication. 

These  latter  facts  were  sworn  to  by  the  pa^^"         '  corroborated 
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bjr  others  who  were  competent  witnesses,  however  they  may  be  doubt- 
ed or  denied,  in  view  of  their  improbable  and  incredible  character. 
We  know  so  much  of  the  capacity  and  long  suffering  of  the  human 
ijBtem  to  resist  and  withstand  the  excesses  of  gourmands,  committed 
with  other  and  more  intoxicating  beverages,  of  infinitely  worse 
quality  than  Lager  Beer,  and  to  a  quantity  little  short  of  that  speci- 
fied in  this  case,  that  we  are  prepared  to  admit  that  it  is  even  possible 
thtt  80  many  gallons  as  are  here  alleged  to  have  been  drank,  may 
hftTebeen  swallowed  with  comparative  impunity,  at  a  single  debauch. 
Bnt^  CTen  if  the  stomach  and  digestive  organs  escape  a  single  excess 
rf  this  extent,  such  drinkers  of  even  Lager  Beer  should  be  warned 
thit  the  brain,  the  heart,  and  the  kidneys  will  not  sustain  its  repeti- 
ticm;aDd  sudden  death,  by  organic  disease  of  these  organs,  must  follow 
such  indulgence  by  a  physical  necessity.  The  mortality  among  our 
German  population,  if  truly  reported,  will  often  record  "  Death  from 
Lager  Beer." 

The  fact  may  be  conceded  that  this  beverage  is  the  weakest  of  fer- 
mented drinks,  and  that  it  is  the  product  only  of  hops  and  malt,  and 
that  it  contains  only  3  J  per  cent,  of  alcohol,  and  no  strychnine,  tobac- 
co, liqaorice,  or  other  drugs;  yet  if  the  minus  in  quality  be  made  up 
by  the  |)/2^5  in  quantity,  the  mischiefs  to  health  and  life  will  be  no  less 
than  those  known  to  result  from  indulgence  in  the  stronger  drinks. 

Jndges  and  jurors  may  decree  that  Lager  Beer  is  not  an  "  intoxi- 
cating liquor,"  but  while  it  contains  3 J  per  cent,  of  alcohol,  it  will 
pwre  itself  to  be  a  poisonous  and  "  killing  liquor  "  as  certainly  as 
Brandy,  if  drank  to  excess,  as  it  assuredly  is  by  a  large  proportion  of 
our  German  population. 
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Senega  in  Cases  of  Heart  disease. 

Dr.  Barlow  reo^arked  the  other  day  to  his  class  at  Gay's,  respect- 
ing the  nsefnlness  of  senega  in  chronic  bronchitis,  that  he  bad  noticed 
it  to  be  of  especial  benefit  in  those  cases  in  which  the  pnlmonary 
affection  was  complicated  by  aortic  valvular  disease.  It  had  come 
to  be  a  clinical  rale  with  him,  in  all  cases  in  which  the  pnlse  indicated 
regurgitation,  to  order  this  remedy,  and  he  always  found  that  it  aeted 
with  much  greater  efficiency  than  in  instances  of  simple  bronchitis. 
The  formula  ordered  was  an  ounce  of  the  decoction  of  senega  with 
half  a  drachm  of  nitric  ether  every  four  hours. — Med.  Times  amd  Groz,, 
May  2,  1857. 
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ATLANTA  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

The  Fourth  Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  commence  on  the  first  liONDAY  in  1C4T 
next,  and  continue  four  months. 

FACULTY: 

H.  W.  Browst,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy.  ALEXAin>iB  Mbams,  M.D., Prof,  of  Chemistiyaad 

JoEir  W   JQNBS,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Prindples  and  Pharmacy. 

Practice  of  Medicine.  Jobeph  P.  Looax,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Physiology  and 

W.  F.  Westuorklamd,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Principles  Genera)  Pathology. 

and  Practice  of  Surgery.  J.  6.  Westmokkland,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Ifattria 

Taos.  S.  Powell.  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and  Medica  and  Medical  Jurispmdenoe. 

Diseases  of  Women  and  Children.  T.  C.  H.  Wilson,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anat. 

FEES.— For  the  Course  of  Lectures,  $105;  Matriculation,  (once  only,)  $5.00;  IMssectingTleket, 
(taken  once,)  $10.00;  Graduation,  $25.00. 

The  increased  facilities  in  the  Departments  of  Anatomy,  Surgery  and  Chemistry,  afforded  bT 
ample  and  well-adapted  rooms  in  the  new  College  Building,  malw  these  branches  of  sto^y  nuMW 
more  entertaining  than  heretofore. 

The  DiHsecting  Room,  situated  in  the  upper  story  of  the  building,  and  famished  with  aky-lifbt, 
will  be  opened  and  supplied  with  sound  and  inoffensive  subjects  by  the  15th  of  April. 

Good  board  can  be  had  in  the  city  at  $3.00  to  $4.00  per  we^. 

For  further  information,  address 

J.  G.  WCSTMOREULND^  DesuDU 

Atlanta,  Geo.,  Fsb.  8, 1858. 

CLEVELAND  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

npHE  next  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  WEDNESDAY  of  NOVEM- 


Jarbd  p.  KncTLAXD,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  the  PHn- 
ciples  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Jacob  Dblaiiatiis,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Mat«ria 
Medica,  llierapeutics,  and  Medieal  Jnriapru- 
dence. 

GusTAV  C.  E.  Werxr,  M.  D.,  Prof^  of  tht 
Principlea  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

John  A.  Kvowlion,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of 


BER  next,  and  continue  sixteen  weeks. 

John  Delascater,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Midwifery  and 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

T.  Lanq  Casseis,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and 
Botany.  • 

Proctor  Thayer,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy  and 
Physiology. 

H.  K.   CusHiNO,  M.  D.,  Adjunct  Professor  of 
Midwifery  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Chil- 1 
dren.  |  Anatomy. 

Provision  is  made  for  the  prosecution  of  Practical  Anatomy  on  the  most  liberal  terms. 

Surgical  and  Medical  Cliniques,  at  which  operations  are  performed  and  oases  preeoribed  for 
and  lectured  upon  in  the  presence  of  the  class,  every  week. 

Fees— For  Lectures,  $60;  Matriculation,  $5;  Graduation,  $20.  Good  board  from  $2  to  $8  p«r 
week.    For  further  information  apply  to 

JOHN  DIXAMATER,  M.D., 

Glevslasd,  OBia,  iliiqf,  1867.  Mfemm  mf  Obe  jntmUt^* 
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CTnloal  Iieotoie  on  CoabaotioB  of  tho  Knee-Jcdnt  with 
False  AncIijloBJs. 

{DflliTered  at  the  Long  Ulaai  College  Eoepitat,  Brooklfti.) 
Bj  Lona  Biciek,  M.D.,  MJl,C.8,,  Eng.;  Attending  Surgeon  of  the  Hoepital,  &o. 

Qbotleheh — The  case  of  Mary  Hjaa,  now  before  job,  affords  me 
aa  avaiUble  opportanity  for  some  clioical  remarks  on  that  class  of 
infinniliea  to  whicli  ber  case  belongs. 

She  is  twenty-one  years  old,  and,  as  yon  perceive,  of  good  and  ro- 
bost  const! tational  bealtb.  Her  menstruatiou  has  alirays  been,  and  is 
Bttll,  in  perfect  order.  At  the  age  of  four  years  she  met  with  a  fall 
ttpon  ber  right  knee,  which  aubaeqnently  became  aerionsly  affected. 
Trmely  and  fair  surgical  aid  proved  of  no  avail,  and  thus  she  becams 
Afflicted  with  an  angnlar  deformity  that  rendered  ber  right  limb  both 
naelesa  and  bordensome-,  she  bad,  therefore,  resorted  to  the  nse  of 
crutclics,  which  were  her  constant  companions  during  the  last  seven- 
teen yeara  of  her  life, 

Ym  notice  that  her  right  knee-joint  is  bent  in  an  angle  of  about 
100  degrees;  beyond  that,  she  cannot  extend  the  extremity,  thoagb 
she  e&n  eauly  flex  it  and  reduce  the  angle  to  its  normal  size.  Hence, 
thin  b  not  a  case  strictly  to  be  termed  anchylosis  or  articular  immo- 
bililj-  The  attempt  to  extend  the  deformed  member  meets  with  a 
ftronK  renstonce  in  the  Qesor  mnacles  of  the  leg,  which  manifest  a 
high  dsgree  of  tengion,  more  particularly  the  biceps.  These  muscles 
do  DOt  only  not  yield  to  extension,  bat,  in  extending,  a  most  paia- 
IS 


fnl  seDBation  is  being  prodaced  in  the  joint,  as  tbe  patient  states 
it  It  may  also  be  noticed,  that  the  exterDal  dopUeatare  of  the  yag- 
ina  femoris,  inserting  at  ttie  external  condyle  of  the  tibia,  is  sbortea- 
ed  liliewise,  and  participates,  therefore,  in  the  resistance.  As  tbe 
Tagina  femoriR  is  not  endowed  with  vital  contractiUty,  it  ia  obfioos 
that  itfi  shortening  mnat  be  attribated  to  muscles,  originating  with 
that  fascia ;  and  ia  our  case,  we  have  to  look  npon  the  Taftns  externoB 
as  Uie  active  canse  of  this  symptom. 

The  mobility  of  the  joint  and  the  considerable  retraotJon  of  ths 
mnscles  conldlead  as  to  diagnose  this  deformity  as  a  mere  contracture; 
yet  this  diagnosis  would  not  cover  the  whole  pathological  groand,  for 
yon  observe,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  patella  firmly  ad}terflB  to  the 
external  condyle  of  the  femnr,  and  there  are  two  cicatrices  in  front 
Bod  laterally  at  the  joint,  one  of  which  adheres  firmly  to  the  an- 
terior surface  of  the  internal  femoral  condyle.  I  am  not  prepared  to 
admit  that  the  joint  has  been  perforated  either  by  traumatic  or  spon- 
taneous causes,  for  nnder  such  circumstances  we  should  justly  expect 
a  total  annihilation  of  the  articular  cavity. 

The  two  scars  originated,  undoubtedly,  with  extra-capsalar  ab- 
scesses, and  the  conjecture  seems  to  be  justified,  that  the  fall  of  oar 
patient  had  primarily  caused  periostitis,  and  subsequently  the  exteo- 
ove  retraction  of  the  flexor  muscles. 

The  joint  is  somewhat  deformed,  owing  collectively  to  the  flexed 
position  of  the  limb,  the  firm  adhesion  of  the  patella  to  the  external 
condyle  of  the  femur,  and  the  rotation  of  the  tibia  with  eversion  of 
the  foot.  The  whole  leg  is,  moreover,  atrophied,  and  to  all  appear- 
ance retarded  in  the  development  of  its  proper  size.  In  fine,  there  is 
DO  where  any  soreness  or  pain  within  or  about  the  joint,  neither  oq 
moving  nor  touching,  and  the  whole  featnre  of  the  case  manifests  that 
this  disease  has  many  years  ago  terminated  its  course. 

Like  cases  are  as  numerous  as  the  inSammatory  lesions  of  the  knee- 
joint,  and  the  history  of  our  patient  may  be  considered  as  a  fair  pro- 
totype for  many  of  them.  The  knee-joint,  exposed  as  it  is,  renders  it 
but  too  often  subject  to  injuries;  the  continued  use  for  locomotion 
tbe  pressure  of  a  considerable  superincumbent  weight  npon  the  a 
ticular  surfaces,  will  inevitably  and  prejudicially  co-operate  with  thj 
traumatic  cause;  and  in  liue,  surgical  art  has  heretofore  proved  to  i 
a  very  negative  friend  in  these  cases. 

Thus  it  so  happens,  that  almost  all  these  lesions  take  their  ow] 
coarse,  either  despite  or  without  surgical  treatment,  until  tbe  eXtrei^ 
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itj  tiKomea  the  object  for  ampntatiop,  or  gradual  improTement  seta 
it),  ud  the  inflammatory  procesa  gabaides  spoataneoasly,  leaTing,  bow- 
tnt.  the  limb  more  or  less  deformed,  and  locomotion  impeded. 

Surgeons  conversant  in  and  practically  experieoced  on  the  anbjeet 
of  articular  diseases  and  deformities,  will  bear  me  evidence,  that 
Almott  all  inflammatory  affecdong  of  some  intensity,  pertaining  either 
tttij<Ant  itself,  or  its  sorrounding  periosteum,  give  rise  to  muscular 
rttractioQs,  and,  conseqaeutly,  to  prejudicial  position  and  deformity. 
I  am  perfectly  certain  of  the  fact,  that  the  before-named  lesiona,  in  all 
their Btagee,  coexist  with  such  muscular  retractions;  they  almost  be- 
gm  with  them,  snd  decidedly  terminate  but  rarely  without  them, 
diSering  only  in  the  degree  of  deformity.  I  do  not  mean  to  maintain 
that  moscular  retractions,  consequent  upon  joint  diseases,  are  the  ex- 
claeive  caoses  of  deformity  connected  with  them;  but  they  are  decid- 
edly the  most  frequent  ones,  I  am  well  awnre,  that  effnsion  withiD 
the  articular  cavity,  surrounded  by  a  firm,  unyielding,  morbidly  thick- 
nseid  and  solidified  articular  capsule,  will,  by  necessity,  influence  the 
relatlTe  position  of  the  concerned  extremity.  The  effusion  will,  under 
sovh  drcnmstaDcos,  act  like  a  wedge  driven  anteriorly  between  the 
srticalar  snrfaces  of  the  knee-joint,  and  canse  an  angular  deformity  of 
the  limb,  which  will  continue  until  the  liquid  is  absorbed  or  is  suffered 
to  e&cape  through  an  opening  in  the  capsule.  It  is  evident,  also,  that 
under  that  condition  the  limb  may  be  flexed,  but  cannot  be  perfectly 
extended.  The  accumulation  of  inflammatory  effusion  within  the  hip 
joint  affects  the  position  of  the  femur  most  singularly,  and  results  in 
K  deformity,  which  is  recognized  a.s  the  second  degree  of  hip  disease, 
the  limb  being  apparently  elongated,  slightly  flexed,  abducted,  the 
iou  everted,  the  pelvis  lowered,  and  the  affected  joint  immovable, 
which  is,  by  the  by,  the  very  position  in  which  we  throw  the  limb  by 
wiJficiaily  injecting  the  cavity  of  hip-joint.  If  the  surrounding  cap- 
BoIe  of  a  joint,  however,  is  of  ordinary  texture,  and  the  accumulation 
of  the  liquid  within  the  joint  ensues  but  gradually,  as,  for  instance,  in 
hydrarthrosis  of  the  knee,  we  notice  no  deformity  of  the  limb. 

However  nunierona  the  causes  may  be  that  affect  the  relative  poai- 
Uoo  of  the  knee-joint,  ft  is  evident  that  muscular  retraction  is  the  moet 
pre-eminent  one. 

In  perusing  the  numerous  text  and  hand-books  of  surgery,  nay,  even 
lo  DioMigraphs  on  articular  diseases,  a«,  for  instance,  in  the  valuable 
work  DrT*rof.  Bonnet,  of  Lyons,  there  ia  a  consplcuons  deficiency  as 
to  tbe  physiological  chai'acter  of  tboae  muscular  retractions  that  should 


THE    AHBRICAN 


196 

be  filled  by  accurate  reHearch.  Moat  aatbors  coincide  in  the  deform- 
itj  peTtaiaing  to  joint  diseases  being  the  resalt  of  volition  on  the  p&rt 
of  the  patient.  A  mere  superficial  inquiry  will,  boweirer,  ehow  the 
entire  fallacy  of  sach  an  opinio^,  in  as  far  at  least  as  the  mnscular  re- 
tractions are  concerned. 

1st.  If  it  be  true,  as  some  authors  say,  that  violent  pain  indi 
patientfi  to  relieve  themselves  by  a^nming  an  easier  positi 
argament  looses  its  strength  in  all  those  nnmerons  chronic  cases 
which  the  pain  is  comparatively  trifling  and  when  the  disease  has 
dded. 

2d.  If  volition  is  a  sofficient  cause  of  angular  deformities  of 
limb,  volition  wonld  and  shoold  be  a  sufficient  remedy  for  its  removal. 
8d.  If  volition  is  the  sonrce  of  the  deformity  under  consideration, 
the  deformity  should  be  removable  during  sleep,  and  nnder  chloroform 
anKtbesis,  when  volition  is  dormant  or  suspended,  which,  however,  is 
not  the  case. 

4th.  If  volition  is  the  sole  cause  of  mascular  retraction,  there  could 
not  be  that  amount  of  resistance  with  which  we  meet  when  attei 
ing  to  extend  the  limb,  which  occasionally,  even  with  the  aid  of 
roform  inhalations,  is  insurmo  an  table. 

Sth.  The  limb  of  some  patients  being  raised  without  support, 

[•  timally  trembles  and  shakes;  and  in  one  case,  namely,  in  that  of  the 

I  patient  Schindler,  which  I  shall  relate  more  extensively  hereafter, 

ehlonic  spasms  were  observed,  which  alternately  flesed  and  extended 

the  limb  most  rapidly,  and  to  the  greatest  horror  and  agony  of  the 

I  patient.    This  symptom  did  not  subside  until  the  Qexor  muscles  had 

been  divided. 

This  muscular  retraction  appertains  by  no  means  to  the  knee-joint 
exclusively;  on  the  contrary,  it  occurs  also  in  connection  with  the  dis- 
eases of  other  joints,  and  more  particularly  as  an  inseparable  compan- 
ion of  hip-joint  disease.  Hence  it  seems  to  be  a  symptom  esseutial 
and  pathognomonic  to  articular  diseases  in  general.  Obviously  these 
mnscolar  retractions  are  caused  by  reflex  action,  within  the  sphere  of 
the  excito-motoric  nerves,  and,  though  originating  from  the  articular  dis- 
ease, they  acquire  a  certain  pathological  independence,  extending  their 
existence  far  beyond  the  termination  of  actual  disease;  nay,  the;  maj 
eren  reflect  upon  the  disease  itself,  in  aggravating  and  reproducing 
the  same  malady  from  which  they  originally  rose.  In  order  to  illDS- 
trate  this  observation,  I  take  the  liberty  of  relating  two  cases,  that 
will  fully  bear  them  oat. 


I 


mi^^ 


d 
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1  jaaag  lady  from  Hobart,  Delaware  Consty,  State  of  New  York, 

esmE  under  my  care,  for  both  angular  deformity  and  immobility  of  her 
right  knee-joint,  besides  soperfieial  eariea  of  the  tibia  of  amall  extent. 
B(r  troubles  had  commenced  with  periostitis  of  tibia;  olceration,  aud 
(ubseqnently  superficial  eariea,  had  ensued,  causing  numeroos  fistulous 
optningg  along  the  anterior  angle  of  that  bone,  all  of  which,  except 
one,  bad  cloaed,  wheo  1  saw  the  patient  first.  The  joiat  seemed  to 
bin  been  secondarily  affected,  and  its  disease  had  never  passed  beyond 
ipljitiu  arthro-meningitis,  giying  rise,  however,  to  adhesions  between 
Uie  torresponding  articular  snrfaces,  the  patella  being  as  nsnally  con- 
Btcltid  ffith  the  external  condyle  of  the  femur.  The  flexors  had  to 
bdiiided  on  account  of  their  retraction,  and  nnder  the  influence  of 
dilofofotm  the  articnlar  adhesions  were  by  main  force  broken  ap,  the 
diieased  portions  of  the  bones  also  removed  by  gouge  and  chisel,  aud 
tlie  eitremity  secured  and  bandaged  up  in  a  straight  iron  splint. 
Sttml  weeks  had  elapsed  since  the  operation.  There  had  been  no 
fMclion  whatsoever,  and  the  patient  had  already  been  about  with  the 
Idp  of  cratches,  moderately  bearing  the  weight  of  her  body  on  the 
•IfMled  leg,  when  suddenly,  aud  without  any  perceptible  cause,  the 
jtnnt  once  more  became  excessively  painful,  swollen,  red,  and  tender 
Ifl  the  tonch.  Repeated  application  of  leeches,  constant  nse  of  ice, 
tiljrDBl  and  internal  administration  of  mercurials  and  opium,  failed  to 
ji»8  the  slightest  relief.  The  patient  was  deprived  of  rest  and  appe- 
tite, and  complained  loudly  of  the  violence  of  her  pains,  which  were 
Krt  only  subjective,  but  also  occasioned  by  pressure.  It  was  mostly 
Kscentrated  about  the  internal  condyles  of  both  tibia  and  femur, 
tHomiog  all  plienomena  of  returned  periostitis. 

Quite  accidently  it  was  discovered  that  the  flexion  of  the  foot 
facrcaMd  considerably  the  pain,  and  in  following  up  the  course  of  the 
symptom,  a  retraction  of  the  gaetrocnemina  muscle  was  noticed,  Hav* 
5  failed  in  relieving  the  patient  by  the  antiphlogistic  apparatus,  the 
Bviston  of  the  Achilles  tendon  was  decided  upon  and  promptly  per- 
From  that  very  moment  all  inflammatory  symptoms  rapidly 
■appeared,  and  within  a  week  the  patient  resumed  locomotion. 
The  other  instance  is  of  a;  still  more  striking  character.  It  relates 
9  K  little  boy,  seven  years  of  age,  from  Montgomery,  Ala.,  afflicted 
pltli  a  (porloDs  anchylosis  of  left  knee-joint  and  retraction  of  the  co^ 
iMpoodiRg  flexor  muscles,  causing  angular  deformity  of  the  extremity. 
lie  Rule  fellow  was  brooght  to  me  on  the  2d  of  October  last.  On 
bftt  Mme  day,  when  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  I  divided  both 
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Uia  blosps  itnil  the  lower  end  of  the  dnpUcatore  of  the  ragina  femoris, 
tfae  1«t(«r  iMTlicuIarl;  with  a  view  of  amending  a  alight  grade  of  g 
Tiroffl,  UMxistlng;  tho  tdhMioas  of  the  joint  were  then  broken  q 
tha  uctnmlty  extended  withoat  diSGcnlt?  and  properly  splinted. 
Hiongb  dmi^embranoaas  and  seau-tendinosas,  etc,  were  stightlj  u 
fit  tb>j  yitMed  na^j  to  Um  extcadlng  power,  on  wUcii  g 
th«tr  intHMtod  dMaioB  wtt  rdbqaished. 

Ilk  tke  amilig  IbBowlag,  patieitt  wu  feraiah  and  miOam,  c 
TrtfWMaHy  boa  p^  la  Ui  Jofat.  thooi^  W  bad  mtermwinM; . 

rp 

Oetotartto  HptfiHt  hid  pmd  ■  wntchcd  i^U.  Wd  ■ 
■tMwty  M|.  iJI  iJlitiiMB  wwaaftawawa.    Oan 

1te>M  m  iftiwiw  «^  «Mfe  vdkol;  1&S*  i 

Prt^ltewruiil^twayltehai       III 
toe  ttentMr.  and  «h»  Mk  fMtel  Mfl 
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■ftUtoiw  month  by  hip  disesBe.  It  can  not  be  Baid  that  the  mascles 
llM  Ihdr  bulk  by  being  converted  into  tendinons  atrnctiire,  in 
WutqnMce  of  morbid  retractioti,  for  thia  metamorpboais  reqaires  a 
Hrlm^  space  or  time.  Mor^ofer,  thia  proceaa  woald  be  limited  to 
IttnMeted  muscles  alone.  Nor  can  it  be  asserted,  that  the  wasttt 
•f »  n«nber  is  progresairely  increased  by  aopparotion  of  a  joint,  for 
DutikU  joints  suppurate  when  afieded,  and  yet  the  attcDaation  is  the 
■me  Heoee,  we  most  toolc  out  for  another  cause,  and  aa  such,  we 
BIJ  Boeept  the  morbid  refttx  tTmervalion.  Indeed,  we  haTe  many 
adogcos  proo&  that  tend  to  corroborate  my  Tiewa.  We  find,  f«r 
isBance,  a  remarkable  atrophy  of  face  and  neck  in  wry-neck,  irte- 
<pMII»«  of  the  sterao-cleidomaBtoid  muscle  itself.  We  strike  npon  b 
iaWat  audogy  in  club-baud  and  clul>foot,  and  in  one  instance,  where 
[M  rqninaa  had  been  acqatred  by  an  Irishman,  forty  years  of  a^, 
Ibnngh  a  etab  in  hla  back,  and  a  SQbseqaent  reflex  action  npon  his 
gutmcnemiiia  muscle,  which  contracted  and  raised  the  heel  three 
inkea,  the  leg  atrophied  considerably  within  a  Tcry  short  time  after 
Ikacddent.  On  the  other  hand,  in  dividingthe  contracted  mnaclesi 
fl<  e«remity  increases  in  both  hulk,  muacniar  strength  add  tempera- 
Utt.  All  those  facts  tend  to  prove  the  correctness  of  my  views,  and 
4(  pmrticabiiity  to  increaae  the  physical  strength  of  a  member  by 
ByDtomy  of  its  retracted  mnsclea. 

In  the  common  routine  practice  it  is  taken  as  granted,  that  almost 
■Jl  Uticniar  affections  ori^nate  in  constitntional  troubles,  more  espe- 
Wy  in  scrofulous  diathesis.  lu  fact,  scrofulosis  is  premised  every. 
'Iwre,  where  a  tenable  cause  can  not  easily  be  taken  hold  off.  That 
ton  Is  applied  with  a  loosenesa  that  is  aelf-sufBcient  to  doubt  ita  cor* 
ntiiWM.  The  profesaion  of  every  country  hove  their  pa^-words, 
rtdcb  are  resorted  to  when  the  physician  ia  embarrassed  by  questions 
vUob  his  knowied^  ia  unable  to  answer.  And  the  great  poet  Ooetha 
•  oorrect  in  remarkiug,  that  words  are  but  too  often  subatitnted  foP 
tton^rta  and  knowledge.  For  an  inqnisitivo  mind,  however,  and  in 
irience  mch  words  necessarily  looae  their  charm,  more  especially  when 
hsti  costrast  their  application.  Close  observation  and  cautious  deduc- 
tion, from  what  should  be  considered  an  ample  field  of  inquiry,  have 
Mtvineed  me  that  traumatic  causes  lie  at  the  Foundation  of  a  targe 
majority  of  these  cases.  The  same  appertains  to  the  so-called  hip> 
jont  dismso.  It  Is  true,  that  the  diseaaedoes  not  always  immediately 
Mknr  tlw  mory,  sometimes  months  intervene  between  cause  and 
aAett  <!■'■  K  ^^f  '■^h  more  apparent  than  rea).     For  instance,  H 


diild  fiustainB  a  fall  npon  the  apper  extremity  of  the  tibia,  the  fall  ia 
.fofficiently  TioleDt  to  produce  a,  boemorrhBge  within  the  canceUted 
k^seue,  the  blood  gradually  degenerates,  and  a  long  time  after  the  fall 
L-^e  degenerated  blood  causes  ofiteomyelitiB,  pain,  swelling  and  soften- 
Ipg  of  the  articular  extremity ;  and  not  before  this  period  the  dificase 
L.j|l  noticed,  and  therefore  not  considered  a  diaeaBe  at  all,  though  the 
Plinth ological  process  goes  on  steadily. 

We  have  seen  limbs  amputated,  io  which,  on  minate  examination,  a 
I.  degenerated  blood-clot  seemed  to  have  been  the  only  cause  and  starl- 
•  Ing  point  of  Eubseqnent  serlons  tronblc.  And  withont  any  doabt  ia 
M  .Dy  mind,  I  am  free  to  say,  that  the  origin  of  a  good  number  of  bone 
t  f baeesses  is  of  this  very  order.  Another  instance  is,  the  perioal^um 
|y  Is  contused  and  lacerated ;  in  others  a  sprain  of  the  ligaments  and  the 
synovial  membrane  may  bo  the  starting  point.  I  believe,  however, 
'  tibat  most  cases  grow  oat  of  injuries  of  bone  and  periosteum. 

After  a  patient,  however  blooming,  strong  and  robust  his  health 
■  may  have  been  at  the  commencement,  has  suffered  for  weeks  and 
I.  mouths  close  confinement,  the  tortures  of  Tantalus,  has  been  deprived 
for  a  long  period  of  appetite  and  rest,  and  has  been  perhaps  aobjeot 
to  a  considerable  waste  of  bodily  materials  by  suppuration,  we,  as  a 
-  natter  of  course,  should  not  be  surprised  to  find  such  patient  pale, 
ontemic,  transparent  and  emaciated,  or  leucfemic  and  bloated.  It 
would  he  decidedly  improper  to  call  such  a  state  scrofolona,  but  it 
.  ihonld  be  at  least  understood  that  this  strangely  so-called  scrofulosis 
[b  not  the  cause,  but  mostly  the  effect.  In  order  to  test  this  question 
iairly  and  conclusively,  a  number  of  snch  cases  have  been  treated  with 
liberal  diet  and  local  applications  only,  and  the  results  have  exceeded 
my  most  sanguine  expectations.  I  do  not  mean  to  assume,  that  plas- 
tic or  tonic  treatment  is  entirely  dispensable;  yet  iron,  bark,  quinine, 
etc.,  do  not  strictly  come  under  the  head  of  an ti- scrofulous  remedies. 
But  even  these  remedies  may  be  dispensed  with,  as  long  as  appetite 
ftnd  degeetion  of  the  patient  are  sufficiently  strong  to  a^imilate 
■teaks  and  chops,  for  I  could  not  persuade  myself  that  a  few  grains 
of  iron  OF  quinine  conld  possibly  effect  the  same  benefit  as  some 
onncea  of  beef  or  mutton. 

In  the  preceding  remarks  I  have  tried  to  show,  that  mnscular  re> 
tractions  are  pathognomonic  phenomena  of  almost  alt  inflammatory 
diseases  of  the  knee-joint,  that  they  form  almost  their  primitive  symp- 
toms, though  hitherto  utterly  disregarded.  It  is  self-evident  tl 
incipient  caaes  of  inflammation  of  the  knee-joint,  the  preventioi 
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huikdIbt  retraction  is  a  paramount  object  of  the  treatmcDt.  Id  fact, 
preTentloB  and  treatment  of  muGcular  retractions  in  acute  cases  ia 
ttmwt  Identical  witli  the  treatment  of  the  disease  itself.  The  tbera- 
penticBl  masima  heretofore  "en  vogue"  among  surgeons,  have  wroaght 
BMldisaBtroQB  results.  The  whole  antiphlogistic  apparatus,  strength- 
taed  with  constitutional  treatment  against  the  promised  scrofuloas  dia- 
Iheiie,  and  supported  by  the  derivatory  method,  have  dissatis&ed  both 
mrieons  and  patients,  and  joint  affections,  especially  those  of  the 
tup  sad  knee-joints,  were  consequently  looked  upon  as  most  odious 
ud  dreaded  objects  for  medical  attendance.  In  the  ordinary  practice 
of  almost  every  surgeon,  apparently  mild  cases  have  been  observed, 
»liic!i,  despite  of  all  active  treatment,  steadily  advanced  from  bad.to 
wrse,  BStending  over  a  period  of  years.  Frequently,  ampntation  wag 
feonly  remedy  to  relieve  the  sufferings.  Bnt  the  inevitable  conse- 
facDCe  was  deformity,  if  the  knife  had  spared  the  limb. 

This  being  the  case,  we  may  justly  pause,  in  order  to  inquire  into 
tte  causes,  negative  or  positive,  which  have  led  to  these  disconraging 
^eaitlta;  in  doing  so,  we  may  arrive  at  some  practical  suggestions,  that 
fliBj  eventually  torn  the  scale  in  oor  favor. 

Gentlemen,  yon  will  recollect  the  second  cose  mentioned  at  a  pre- 
*i«Qs  occasion.  The  patient  was  young,  robust,  and  as  healthy  as 
*oy  child  of  his  age  living.  The  inflammation  that  attacked  the  joint, 
•iW  brisement  force  had  been  performed,  was  of  a  pare  hypersthenic 
Ctiaracter,  without  any  constitntional  tint  whatsoever.  If  there  was 
Any  case  qnaliGed  for  the  antiphlogistic  treatment,  it  was  his,  and  for 
■QTtn  days  I  pursued  it  to  its  full  latitude.  The  result  yon  know 
alrudy.  And  I  have  no  hesitation  in  surmising,  that  the  case  could 
not  have  done  worse  without  treatment  than  it  did  with  mine.  What 
right  have  we  to  expect  better  results  in  protracted  and  complicated 

A  whole  aeries  of  similar  instances  might  be  superadded,  yet  one 
•Jfe&dy  quoted  will  suffice  to  argue  the  point  in  view,  namely,  the  in- 
•Ociency  of  antiphlogistic  treatment  in  cases  like  these.  The  same 
'•Oark  will  apply  to  derivation.  I  can  honestly  assure  yon,  that  it 
''>*t  a  fair  trial  at  my  bands,  bnt  the  benefit  derived  therefrom  was 
^  the  best  questionable,  and  in  most  instances  decidedly  bad.  It  is 
*Wefore  but  natural  that  I  should  have  entirely  discarded  it  in  the 
~**tmont  of  joint  diseases,  and,  unaided  by  practical  results,  neither 
"^li-iioanding  names  nor  any  professional  authority  could  make  as 
"*U*i«  in  it«  DsefnlneBB  and  practicability. 
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Witiiiu  tw«Dt7  jee.n,  proDuaent  members  of  oar  profe^on,  portlN 
lulj  Sir  Benj.  Brodia,  bare,  ia  the  treatment  of  joint  difteams,  incal 
cated  the  maxim  of  keeping  ioQamed  joints  at  perfect  rest.  Ra^ni 
aad  ample  as  this  adrice  nnqnestionably  is,  it  has  never  been  execntei 
to  its  fnU  extent.  Most  enrgeons  deem  it  snfficient  to  lay  their  p&tieni 
np,  and  the  aSected  member  opon  a  pillow;  yet  this  plui  permit 
prejndicial  moTements,  and  the  gradual  retraction  of  the  flexor  nna 
des.  Prof.  Bonnet,  of  Lyons,  is  still  more  strict  than  Sir  Benjamli 
He  asserts,  that  the  proper  position  of  the  limb  aSected  with  a  join 
disease  is  the  most  indispensable  requiaite  of  saccessfnl  treatmeiij 
and  I  can  most  emphatically  corroborate  and  affirm  his  views.  Th 
happy  resaltB  which  have  followed  my  own  practical  appUcation  c 
those  principles,  have  been  dne  to  their  faithful  execution,  and  A 
firm  confidence  in  their  truth.  Since  their  adoption  many  of  m 
anxieties  regarding  joint  affections  have  subsided,  and  I  can  tfacrrefof 
warmly  and  coDscientiously  commend  them  to  your  consideratjon. 

The  £rat  rnle  iu  the  treatment  of  these  cases  is,  to  secure  both  ru 
and  position  to  the  affected  extremity;  under  do  circumstance  can  thi 
be  dispensed  with.  A  straight  splintmade  of  sheet-iron,  andcoofwn 
ing  with  the  shape  and  size  of  the  membw  designed  for,  is  all  yo 
want  for  their  accomplishment.  You  fill  this  splint  with  cotton,  06 
fasten  it  on  the  posterior  surface  of  the  extremity,  which  it  Bhoal 
cover  from  the  tuber  ischii  to  the  heel.  If  the  joint  is  much  swolie 
and  sensitive,  it  may  be  advisable  to  apply  a  suflicient  nnmber  t 
leeches,  so  as  to  relieve  the  capillary  engorgement;  and  snbseqnenU] 
after  having  filled  the  popliteal  cavity  with  a  cushion,  to  Burronn 
the  joint  with  well  and  tightly  applied  adhesive  straps,  so  as  to  ©Ml 
oise  a  gentle  pressure  upon  the  inflamed  parts,  aud  to  favor  the  at 
sorption  of  effused  liquids.  If  this  proceediog  should  be  too  piunft 
for  the  inflamed  and  tender  tissues,  and  more  especially  if  there  ai 
already  slight  muscular  retractions,  opposing  the  straight  poeition  ( 
the  limb,  chloroform  inbalations  to  perfect  aufeathesis  will  aid  joa  i 
overcoming  all  difiiculties.  It  is  very  seldom  that  the  patients  expei 
ence  any  paia  after  that  proceeding;  most  usually  they  are  forthwit 
relieved,  and  the  improvements  go  on  steadily  to  convalescence.  Nc 
does  it  seem  to  make  any  difference  whether  one  or  the  other  dasa 
of  the  joint  is  involved,  as  in  practice  the  discrim! nation  of  diseasi 
in  the  different  structures  are  of  less  importance  than  in  purely  sein 
l^c  points. 
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Dnmg  the  past  eigbt  weeks  three  patieota  were  received  »t  Hat 
Xoetibltioo,  Darnel;: 

Feter  Morlan,  5  years  of  age,  suffering  from  ohroaic  arthromeatiK 
gitis  of  one  koee-joiot;  James  Kearnan,  4  fears  of  age,  from  perios- 
titis aboat  the  knee-joint;  and  Andrew  Mitchel,  i  years  of  age,  from 
cbrooic  ostitU  of  the  artioular  portion  of  the  tibia.  In  these  three 
earns  the  joint  and  locomotion  were  painfnl,  the  affected  extremities 
hardty  touched  the  gronnd  on  walking.  They  had,  moreorer,  in  com- 
moQ  a  coDtractnre  of  the  biceps  muscles,  prodncing  angalar  deformideB 
of  greater  or  lesser  extent.  The  three  cases  were  treated  alike.  After 
dividing  the  biceps,  the  limbs  were  reduced  to  straight  posture,  sar- 
roonded  by  geotly -pressing  plaster  bandage,  and  finally  secured  with- 
in an  iroD  splint,  such  as  you  hare  seen  here.  Within  a  fortnight 
these  children  were  so  nauch  improved  as  to  walk  with  facility  and  with- 
oat  paia.  The  joiots  were  reduced  in  size  and  temperature,  and  pain- 
less to  toacb  and  motion.  It  Deeds  hardly  to  be  mentioned,  that  the 
p«tieote  did  not  receive  a  grain  of  medicine,  nor  any  other  external 
appilcation,  tbao  those  already  named.  The  following  case,  however) 
is  by  tor  more  calculated  to  interest  your  attention,  and  to  imbue  you 
"with  coufidence  in  this  mode  of  treatment. 

liodwig  Schindler,  25  years  of  age,  a  German  by  nationality,  a  mil- 
ler by  trade,  and  a  man  of  strong  and.  powerful  frame,  and  above  the 
middle  size,  when  on  his  voyage  to  his  new  home  in  the  year  1853, 
sostaiued  a  heavy  fall  and  struck  thereby  bis  riglit  knee-joiat.  Tbongh 
it  soon  after  became  painful,  he  disregarded  it  entirely,  and  deferred  nil 
treatment  until  his  arrival  at  the  harbor  of  New  York. 

He  consulted  in  succession  various  sargeons;  be  received  the  same 
•diice,  to  keep  his  leg  at  rest,  to  leech  and  blister  hia  joint,  and  call 
•gain.  As  time  went  on,  without  bringing  him  any  relief,  and  as  the 
^uae  seemed  rather  on  the  increase,  whereas  his  financial  resonrcea 
*«re  rapidly  decreasing,  he  applied  for  and  received  admission  into 
Wtt[d'8  Island  Hospital.  There  he  remained  about  six  mouths,  and 
though  it  is  said  that  that  institution  is  exceedingly  successful  in  the 
Icctlmeut  of  all  species  of  joint  diseases,  it  decidedly  did  not  succeed 
in  "ubiioiBg  the  malady  of  Schindler.  He  left,  and  made  repeated  at- 
'*'iijj|«  to  procure  relief  from  private  sargeons.  Failing  in  this,  and 
m  diiease  growing  steadily  worse,  he  once  more  entered  the  institu- 
■00  uf  the  Commisaiouers  of  Emigration.  He  left  a  second  time,  to 
f*«iter  a  tbiid,  with  full  determination  of  having  his  Umb  amputated, 
which  was  approved  of  by  the  attending  surgeon.    The  latter,  how- 
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«ver,  meeUng  at  that  time  with  an  accident  to  hia  h&nd,  and  beiog, 

therefore,  diaabled  from  attending  to  hia  operative  dutiea  at  Ward's 
Island  Hoapital,  the  operation  had  to  be  postponed,  which  nltimately 
eared  his  extremity.  A  friend  persnaded  the  patient  to  come  tt> 
Brooklyn,  where  he  shonld  accommodate  him  at  his  residence,  and,  if 
the  ampntation  ahoald  be  necesBary,  it  might  be  done  in  the  circle 
of  hie  frieada. 

Application  being  made  at  this  Inetitation,  I  saw  the  patient  at  Ift 
Union  Street,  in  company  with  other  medical  practitioners  of  this 
dty.  I  found  the  patient  much  reduced;  he  manifested  high  fever 
and  excruciating,  thoagh  periodical  paina  in  hia  right  knee,  which,  ho 
stated,  had  prevented  hia  sleeping  for  longer  than  5  minutes  at  a  time 
for  aevcral  weeks;  his  agony  was  so  great  as  to  extort  cries  sufficient- 
ly loud  to  be  beard  in  adjacent  buildinga.  Hia  knee-joint  presented 
«U  the  features  of  the  so-called  tamor  albns.  The  circumference  of 
the  joint  was  twice  as  large  as  the  other,  and  the  tumor  was  firm  and 
hard,  hiding  of  course  all  contonra  of  the  joiat.  Under  the  skin  largo 
Teins  encircled  the  tnmor  in  every  direction.  No  fluctnation  could  be 
felt  anywhere,  and  I  became  convinced  that  the  joint  contained  but 
insignificant  effusion,  patella  loose  and  movable,  as  waa  also  the  joint. 
Although  the  tnmor  was  extremely  painfnl  when  touched,  yet  the 
greater  and  most  violent  pain  was  coincidently  produced  with  periodi- 
cal spasms,  which  threw  the  whole  extremity  Into  violent  tremor,  and 
bent  the  leg  on  the  thigh  to  an  angle  of  about  145  degrees.  These 
spastic  reflex  phenomena  retamed  at  periods  from  3  to  5  minutes, 
lasting  but  15  seconds,  and  allowing  a  painless  intermiaaion  of  some 
minutes.  Never  have  I  witnessed  before  nor  since  such  distinctly 
expressed  reflex  actions  in  cases  of  joint  or  bone  diaease,  as  in  the 
present  instance,  and  they  strikingly  confirmed  the  views  already 
expressed  with  reference  to  re&ex  actions,  as  the  true  cause  of  mns- 
cnlar  re  traction  a. 

I  furthermore  noticed  a  signal  distension  of  the  articular  extremity 
of  the  femur,  which  in  fact  had  twice  the  circumference  of  its  original 
normal  size;  the  bone  was  exceseively  painful  on  pressure,  and  it 
seemed  as  if  it  was  softened  also. 

My  diagnosis  was  osteomyelitia,  with  bone  abscess  in  the  course  of 
formation,  located  in  the  inferior  extremity  of  the  femur;  inflamm^ 
tion  of  the  joint  and  consecutive  enlargement,  complicated  with  a  hi 
degree  of  reflected  spasm  in  all,  but  particularly  in  the  flexor  a 
of  ^e  leg. 
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It  b»Dg  rather  late  when  I  eaw  the  patieat,  I  cootented  myself  to 
luteo  the  teg  in  a  straight  splint,  and  to  make  fonr  pretty  deep  io- 
dcioDB  asteriorif  into  tbe  tomoc,  and  to  order  a  large  opiate.  Oa 
aj  risit  next  morning,  I  learned  tbat  be  bad  enjoyed  a  few  boars'  rest, 
the  fint  time  after  weeks  of  incessant  sufferings.  AUbougb  this  look- 
rf  encoor^ing,  tbe  patient,  nevertheless,  was  perfectly  hopeless  aa  to 
the  lieiiefits  likely  to  be  derived  from  any  mode  of  treatment.  He  de- 
niDiled  tbe  ampntation  of  tbe  leg  aa  a  favor — nay,  he  insisted  apon  it 
peirmptoFil}'.  Indeed,  self-confidence  in  tbe  efficacy  of  my  treatment 
lofMok  me  when  I  looked  at  the  affected  parts  and  considered  tbe 
MndilioD  of  tbe  patieat.  Hence,  I  earnestly  wavered  in  my  mind 
vbtber  the  ampatation  was  not  in  every  respect  preferable  to  a  slow 
cvane  of  treatment,  tbat  might  eventually  fail  and  call  for  amputation 
tllut.  However,  I  decided  tbat  the  preservation  of  a  limb,  espe- 
tiiUjin  a  laboring  man,  was  worth  a  trial  after  all;  but  in  order  to 
be  permitted  to  do  so,  tbe  patient  insisted  npon  the  following  terms; 
That  if  within  5  days  bis  pain  should  not  have  abated,  and  bis  condi- 
Uou  somewhat  ameliorated,  tbe  amputation  should  be  performed  with- 
out farther  delay, 

Tbe  curative  plan  proposed  vras  aa  follows: 

1.  Division  of  tbe  flexor  muscles  of  the  leg,  in  order  to  remove  a 
terims  and  most  painful  complication. 

i,  To  bandage  ap  tbe  whole  member,  surround  the  knee-joint  and 
Uw  ndjoiniug  portion  of  the  femur  with  adhesive  straps,  and  to  Imbed 
t^  limb  in  a  straight  splint. 

Uthis  proceeding  sufficed  to  aootbe  tbe  pain,  it  wa^  my  intention, 
Ur  later  poriod,  to  trephine  the  lower  extremity  of  the  femur,  with 
•  »law  to  remove  ito  morbid  contents.  The  first  part  of  the  treat- 
mnt  was  performed  forthwith,  and  the  patient  subsequently  kept 
loder  opium  narcosis.  The  following  days  passed  without  a  return  of 
(be  periodical  pains  pertaining  to  tbe  spastic  contractioua  of  the  mns- 
(fei,  which  had  ceased  entirely,  and  the  treatment  was  therefore  car- 
ried oa  for  about  four  months.  At  tbe  end  of  two  mouths,  the  tume- 
uction  bad  diminished  to  a  third  of  its  original  size,  the  soreness  of 
"■e  affected  parts  had  passed  away,  the  patient's  weight  was  increased 
^  IKmnds,  aud  from  tbat  time  he  resnmed  locomotion  with  the  aid  of 
"Importing  instrument  and  two  crutches.  As  the  improvement  snf- 
fctri  BO  farther  interruption,  I  dispensed  with  the  third  part  of  the 
tOAUn  plan,  and  discharged  the  patient.  During  the  year  sncceed- 
■f  Ul  dbcharge,  be  occasionally  presented  himself  at  this  institution. 
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Bopported  odI;  b;  a  cane.  He  still  wore  the  iDstrameiit,  and  I  faav» 
since  learned  that  he  is  engaged  in  working  the  sewing  machine.  E 
may  yet  have  an  opportunity  to  show  jon  the  patient  at  a  fnture  oc- 
CABioQ,  and  then  yon  may  hear  repeated,  from  hia  own  lips,  the  history 
of  this  case,  and  jndge  for  yonrselTes  of  the  results  attained  by  this 
treatment. 

The  termination  of  inflammatory  affectioDS  of  the  knee-joint  differe 
widely,  according  to  the  stractares  in  which  the  disease  has  settled, 
•r  to  the  extent  it  has  proceeded.  Acnte  inSammation  of  the  syno- 
Tial  membrane  most  nsually  ends  in  fibrons  adhesions,  connecting  both 
articnlar  surfaces  and  the  patella  to  the  external  condyle  of  the 
femur;  the  limb  is  more  or  less  flexed,  and  the  tibia  rotated  on  its  lon- 
gitndinal  axis,  with  everted  position  of  the  foot.  This  patholog:ica! 
condition  of  a  knee-joint  is  comprised  under  the  term  of  spurious  an- 
chylosis, which,  under  all  circomstances,  permitB  a  certain  degree  of 
motion. 

If,  however,  both  synovial  membrane  and  articular  cartilages  have 
been  involved  and  partially  nJcerated,  we  find  a  different  state  of 
things,  namely,  the  partial  formation  of  fibrous  tissue  in  the  joint 
along  with  insular  bony  union.  Such  a  case  is  illustrated  by  No.  969 
in  the  Hnnterian  Museum  of  the  R.  C.  S.,  England. 

Or  syooyial  membrane,  cartilage,  and  bone  have  been  collectively 
involved  in  the  morbid  process,  and  then  we  find  a  total  bony  tinion 
of  both  articular  surfaces  so  complete,  that  on  longitndinally  dividing 
the  bones  we  may  fail  in  detecting  even  the  original  articular  marks. 
Such  speciraeos  are,  however,  comparatively  rare.  If  the  periostenm 
is  cxclnaively  the  seat  of  disease,  it  will  frequently  give  rise  to  the 
formation  of  osteophytes,  interlacing  the  joint  externally  to  its  cavity. 

Prom  the  limited  mobility,  we  may  infer  that  an  anchylosis  is  a  so- 
called  spurions  or  fibrons  one.  It  does  not,  however,  follow  that  an 
immovable  joint  is  traly  anehyloaed  by  new-formed  bone,  and  we  have, 
therefore,  to  admit  a  third  or  mixed  form  of  anchylosis. 

The  discrimination  of  the  various  forma  of  anchylosis  is  of  the  nt^ 
most  practical  importance,  deciding,  as  it  does,  the  operative  proceed- 
ing. It  is  not,  however,  always  a  pHnri,  possible,  and  without  an 
attempt  at  forcible  breaking  up  (hnstment  ford)  an  anchylosed  joint 
and  deformed  member,  to  discriminate  the  different  forma  of  ancholo- 
sis,  as  the  following  instance  will  exemplify: 

Dr.  Mosea,  one  of  the  surgeons  of  the  Jew's  Hospital  of  New  York, 
courteously  invited  me,  some  two  years  ago,  to  witness  Dr.  Buck's 
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tpenlioD  in  tt  c&se  of  presumed  trae  anchylosis  of  a  knee-joint.  That 
guilcDuo  stated  tbat  two  eminent  snrgeons  had  examined  the  case 
tJuriKighly,  and  that  the  diagnosis  was,  therefore,  unquestionable. 
Inj^ted  it  as  possible,  that  the  immobility  of  the  joint  might  be 
tUKd  bjr  a  very  alight  bony  onion,  and  perhaps  even  by  some  smatl 
(KfOfAytes,  extraneous  to  the  joint.  This  indnced  Dr.  Moses  to  at- 
tsinpt  briteineiit  force  previouB  to  Dr.  Buck's  operation,  which  attempt 
proved  perfectly  snccessfnl,  tbongh  1  convinced  myself  in  that  ease 
thit  there  was  not  the  slightest  degree  of  mobility. 

Wr  need  not  dwell  upon  the  treatment  of  trae  anchylosis  as  known 
bjDra.  Barton  and  Back's  operations,  for  they  are  nniversally  known, 
ud  1  have  not  any  new  feature  or  improvement  of  those  weli-calcn- 
btled  operative  proceedings  to  snggest.  All  it  is  proposed,  is  to  itlns- 
tnte  the  treatment  of  spnrious  or  mixed  anchylosis  of  the  knee-joint, 

iconneotod  with  the  case  of  Mary  Ryan. 

Tbs  treatment  of  spurious  and  mixed  anchylosis  with  contractarea 
odimb,  is  comparatively  of  recent  date,  thongh  attempts  to  remove 
ttiEK  inqKdiments  of  locomotion  may  be  as  old  as  surgical  knowledge. 
W{  ftlnady  find  mechanical  apparatus  constructed  by  Fabricius  Hil- 
duBi,  Hans  Oersdorf,  Hyff  and  others,  with  a  view  of  gradnally 
KiMciilng  the  anchylosed  and  contract«d  extremity.  Yet  the  ezpe- 
MDce  of  thoee  gentlemen  seemed  to  have  been  of  a  very  discouraging 
lUnro,  and  we  must,  therefore,  not  be  surprised  to  see  such  proceed- 
iDgi  disco aatenaBced  by  contemporary  surgeons.  Previous  to  the  dis- 
Wfery  of  mibontaneoas  tenotomy,  by  Dr.  Strohmeyer,  the  treatment 
(f«iuta  caees  was  hardly  entertained,  and  attended  mostly  with  dis- 
tttrn^Dg  results;  but  since  then,  great  improvements  have  been 
ibcted,  ma«h  suBeriog  allayed,  and  deformities  removed  that  were 
tditiu  to  both  social  and  basiness  life. 

With  Strohmeyer  originated  the  method  of  gradual  extension.  He 
did  out  conceive  any  other  obstacle  in  removing  snch  deformities  than 
•it  ahortened  muscles,  which  he  divided;  he  became,  however,  soon 
>«ut  that  the  musclee  constitute  but  one  portion  of  the  resisting  dif- 
'■mltics;  bifi  curative  results  were,  therefore,  by  no  means  as  aatisfao- 
K>J  u  he  bad  anticipated,  and  it  became  evident  tbat  his  method 
*u  defident.  A  few  years  after  the  introduction  of  subcutatieous  to- 
'"Iwiy,  a  yonag  physician  of  Paris,  Dr.  Lonvrier,  had  the  boldness 
WpBrforra  Uie  brisement  force  of  false  anchylosis  of  knee-joints,  with 
■■dviUioat  prsviona  tenotomy  of  the  flexor  muscles.  The  novelty 
u>d  boldness  of  his  proceedings  produced  a  great  sensation,  and  the 
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Boy al  Academy  of  Medicloe  appointed  a  committee  to  investigate  the 
resDits  of  Dr.  Louvrier's  method.  Their  report  severely  condemned 
it,  on  account  of  ita  violence,  danger  and  oncertainty.  It  does  i 
seem  that  Louvrier'a  method  had  acquired  any  ground,  either  1 
France  or  in  England ;  whereas,  in  Germany,  Dieffenbach  eagerly  toc 
hold  of  that  operation  and  performed  it  in  a  considerable  nmober  of 
oases,  Bat,  on  the  whole,  he  attained  but  meagre  resnlts,  while  some 
of  his  patients,  after  fearfal  sufferings,  lost  their  lives.  Being  at  that 
time  a  student  of  Prof.  Dieffcnbach,  I  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  obi 
aerviug  how  disheartened  he  felt  with  reference  to  this  operatioi 
The  greatest  change  of  the  curative  results  in  the  treatment  of  tbei 
cases  has  been  wrought  by  the  introduction  of  chloroform.  It  not  " 
only  removes  all  horror  and  pain  from  the  operative  proceeding  itself, 
bnt  its  beneGcial  effects  chiefly  consist  in  preventing  that  ranch  dread- 
ed inflammatory  reaction  in  the  joint  after  operation.  With  chloro- 
form, the  operation  upon  anchylosis  spuria  has  become  a  comparative 
Burgical  trifle  for  both  surgeon  and  patient,  and  it  is  now  being  per- 
formed all  over  the  civilized  world.  Surgeons  differ  still,  as  to  the 
choice  of  the  method,  some  preferring  the  alow  process  of  gradaal 
Bxteusion,  whilst  others  recommend  the  more  expeditious  one  of  brise- 
ment  force,  of  Lonvrier.  They  are  also  at  variance  whether  to  divide 
the  tendons  of  the  flexor  muscles,  or  to  ignore  them.  The  preference 
of  one  or  the  other  has  led  to  the  estabiishment  of  diflferent  maxims, 
Thus,  for  instance,  Prof.  Langenbeck,  of  Berlin,  (de  coutractnra  genn 
et  anchylosi  genu,)  relates  several  cases  in  which  he  performed  with 
perfect  anccess  the  briaemeut  forc^,  without  any  division  of  tendons, 
whilst  Lorinser,  of  Vienna,  with  the  help  of  chloroform  and  a  partial 
brisement,  resorts  to  Strohmeyer's  method.  It  is  of  no  small  interest 
to  compare  the  argnraents  of  those  gentlemen  with  each  other,  and 
with  facta  derived  from  their  and  other  modes  of  treatment. 

The  different  anatomical  difflcnlties  with  which  we  may  have  to 
contend  singly  or  collectively  in  the  treatment  of  mixed  and  spurions 

'  anchylosis  of  the  knee-joint,  complicated  with  angular  deformity,  are — 
Ist.  Osteophytes. 

I       2nd.  Scattered  points  of  bony  union  between  the  articolar  t 

'  faces. 

3d.  Pseudo-fibrOQS  structure,  connecting  both  opposite  articnl 

'   nrfaces. 

4th.  Rigidity  of  articular  ligaments,  caused  by  organized  ioflatii 

ttory  exudation  around  their  tissue. 


purions 
.are — 

i 

rticnl^ 
latuq^H 


909 

5tfa.  DenEe  fibrous  tissue,  forming  cicatrices  aronud  the  joint,  and 
renderiDg  the  soft  parts  &rni  and  nnyieliiing. 

6th,  Retractions  of  the  flexor  muscles,  to  which  occasionally  may 
be  ttdded  a  tense  condition  of  the  external  duplicature  of  the  vagina 
femoris,  through  medium  of  the  vastus  extemus  muscle. 
Tlh.  Alteration  of  the  articolar  surfaces. 

Itis  self-evident  tbat  first  and  second  numbers  cannot  be  reached  . 
by  gradual  extension,  but  demand  forcible  measures.  With  reference 
lo  the  third  form,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  fibrous  tissue,  the 
Miolt  of  plastic  inflammatory  exudation,  is  extremely  dense,  firm,  and 
Oiyielding.  possessing  but  a  very  limited  amount  of  elasticity.  It  fol- 
loirs,  therefore,  conclusively,  that  the  resistance  of  such  tissue  within 
in  trliciilar  cavity  cannot  be  overcome  by  gradual  extension,  but 
nuit  be  torn  from  its  connections  by  sudden  and  forcible  stretching. 
"Hie  dense  fibrous  tissue  of  acara  is  a  less  serions  obstacle  to  gradual 
fUeiision.  The  elongation  thus  obtained,  however,  is  more  to  ba 
(Scribed  to  the  gradual  relaxation  of  the  healthy  tissues  surrounding 
*e«rs  than  to  any  change  effected  in  the  scars  themselves.  Cicatrices 
iB  tbe  neighborhood  of  joints,  and  consequent  upon  joint  diseases,  ex- 
lend  mostly  from  the  surface  to  the  deeper  parts,  at  right  or  acnte 
f^Sles;  sDcb  as  run  across  from  one  side  of  the  joint  to  the  other,  are 
extremely  rare,  and  if  present,  may  materially  impede  the  progress  of 
treatment. 

In  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  it  is  considered  doubtful 
^rlieUief  ligamentons  structures  are  ever  subject  to  inflammation;  if 
Beit,  ibeir  elastic  properties  cannot  be  changed  by  any  such  process 
occnrring  in  their  neighborhood. 

Nevertheless  ligaments  may  become  distorted  by  new  formations  of 
fiVoos  tiffiue  upon  them;  yet  tiiey  retnrn  to  their  proper  shape  and 
portion  when  the  obsCrnctions  are  removed  by  extension. 

In  reference  to  the  retractions  of  muscles,  I  must  col!  your  atteu- 
tMn  lo  the  facts  elicited  by  pathological  anatomy.  It  has  been  clearly 
pioven  by  minnte  research,  that  muscniar  structnrea,  which  have  been 
k^it  retracted  for  it  length  of  lime  by  morbid  innervation,  usually 
tMcsine  converted  into  fibrous  tissue,  with  more  or  less  perfect  loss  of 
*llrit  vital  contractility.  This  pathological  feature  entirely  governs 
Ibioperativo  proceedings,  for  if  retracted  muscles  have  undergone  this 
*^ge,  they  cannot  yield  safGciently  under  the  inSuence  of  cbloro- 
'wb  uid  gradual  extension,  but  firmly  resist;  and  if  the  snrgeon  should 
<Moe«d  in  Rtraigbtening  the  limb  whilst  the  patient  is  under  the  infla- 
14 
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ence  of  chloroform,  the  retraction  will  return  at  a  BnbsequeDt  petit 
This  at  least  is  niy  experience  in  a  eouclusiye  number  of  cases.     More- 
over, I  bave  at  a  prior  occasion  submitted  to  your  attention  three 
cases,  whicli  must  have  convinced  yon  that  the  retractions  of  muBclee 
bear  a  different  pathological  estimate,  as  hitherto  premised. 
Those  surgeons  who  are  in  favor  of  not  dividing  retracted  moscles, 
ntain,  that  they  preserve  thus  their  power  and  utility  for  the  par- 
e  of  locomotion.     This  argument  would  be  well  enough  if  it  could 
l^iw  sustained  by  practical  issue.     On  this  very  piround  I  have  to  repu- 
Er^diate  it.    It  is  self-evident,  and  requires  no  further  comment,  that  a 
B  Muscle,  having  undergone  fibrous  degeneration,  is  more  or  less  devoid 
if  its  muBcular  contractility  and  is  therefore  capable  of  no  relaxation. 

■  *ThB  small  amount  of  elastic  extensibility  of  such  tissue  is,  iu  most 

cases,  insufficient  for  the  purpose  iu  view.  In  the  case  of  Mary  Ryan, 
this  morbid  contraction  has  been  in  existence  for  It  years  consecu- 
tively, and  it  cau  therefore  he  scarcely  assumed  that  the  structnre  of 
the  flexor  muscles  in  the  affected  estremity  should  bare  preserved  its 
formal  condition. 

Premising,  however,  for  the  sake  of  argament,  that  the  muscular 

^structure  was  still  existent,  and  therefore  in  a  condition  to  resume  its 

fanction  at  the  moment  that  the  limb  had  been  extended,  it  is  exceed- 

■  ••InEly  doubtful,  in  the  first  place,  whether  it  will  yield  the  amount 
F'Of  length  required,  or  whether  the  yield  under  the  influence  of  chloro- 
Worm  will  continue;  or,  in  fine,  whether  reactions  in  the  joint  will  not 
pbe  favored  by  putting  those  muscles  on  the  stretch.  The  advantages 
pto  be  derived  from  non-division  of  retracted  muscles  are,  therefore, 
'  doubtful  and  questionable,  whilst  it  may  be  the  cause  of  great  incon- 
venience, pain  and  failure,  and  even  more  dangeroos  consequences. 

On  the  other  band,  I  am  pretty  much  satisfied  that  tenotomy  does  not 
I,  materially  disqualify  divided  muscle  for  its  functional  performance. 
From  physiological  considerations,  therefore,  and  collected  facts, 
Ffderived  from  practical  experience,  I  have  naturally  come  to  the  con- 
'    elusion  to  divide,  as  a  rule,  the  tendons  of  all  muscles  that  resist  the 
intended  extension  of  any  angularly  deformed  extremity;  and  since 
the  adoption  of  this  plan,  I  have  decidedly  been  more  successful  in  the 
treatment  of  such  and  similar  cases.     The  earlier  this  is  done,  the  bet- 
ter are  the  effects  for  the  whole  leg  and  its  nsefulness;  the  longer  a 
limb  is  permitted  to  remain  in  that  distorted  condition,  the  more  it 
will  suffer  from  atrophy ;  and  you  perceive,  therefore,  in  Uarr  I 
case  that  not  only  the  circamference,  but  also  tbekogtb 
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eiinmitr  ia  deficient,  and  we  shall  be  obliged  to  make  ap  for  the  lat- 
toiifBciency  by  a  very  thick  sole,  in  order  to  equalize  its  length  with 
tbatoFthe  other  limb. 

AdoptiDg  the  plan  adverted  to  in  Mary  Ryan's  case,  you  will  have 
ample  opportunity  to  witness  the  various  acts  of  the  proceeding. 

iiL  I  shall  divide  the  flexor  muscles,  inclndiag  also  the  tendinous 
flrinf  oftlie  vagina  femoris.  A  narrow  but  strong  blade  ia  the  most 
KTBllible  form  for  the  tenotome;  whereas  it  is  indifferent  whether  its 
Mliiog  edge  ia  straight  or  slightly  curved.  Most  surgeons  divide  the 
tendons  from  within  to  without;  I  prefer  the  reverse,  at  least  with 
fefereoce  to  the  popliteal  space  and  the  division  of  the  sterno-clavicu- 
iu  tendDD  of  the  stemo-cleidomastoid  muscle,  in  order  to  render  the 
"peralion  both  thorough  and  safe;  you  have  thus  perfect  control  over 
;oi!ctDife;  on  inserting  it  upon  the  external  surface  of  the  tendon, 
Jon  aotice  most  distinctly  the  moment  wh^n  division  is  completed. 
h  order  to  render  this  operation  perfectly  harmless,  you  have  to  watch 
"uino  air  should  enter  the  wound;  secondly,  not  to  draw  the  knife 
'oi>  rapidiy,  but  rather  to  press  it  through  the  tendon ;  and  in  fine,  in 
<tiT)jLug,  the  extension  should  be  made  as  great  as  possible.  In  order 
'o  lift  op  the  tendens  from  subjacent  important  parts.  After  carefully 
*losiDg  the  wounds,  you  proceed  to; 

3ad.  The  forcible  extension,  or  as  it  is  called  by  a  French  term, 

•^liwment  force.    The  object  of  this  act  is  to  break  up  bony  and 

droQS  impedinients,  and  to  bring  the  limb  at  once  in  a  straight  posi- 

)omp!ish  this  object,  more  or  less  pbysicfli  strength  is 

lOQVrier,  Mnnget,  Bouchet,  Delpech,  Bonnet,  and  other 

'Kach  surgeons,  have  constructed  mechanical  apparatus;  but  the  hand 

^f  (he  snrgeon,  well  aided  by  competent  assistants,  ia  all  that  is  need- 

"  «d  for  the  performance  of  that  operation.     In  preferring  the  hand  to 

odious-looking  instruments,  the  surgeon  can  control  far  better  the 

■•nount  of  power  that  is  required,  and  guard  more  against  accidents. 

As  this  portiou  of  the  proceedings  h  the  most  painful,  the  chloro- 

lOfta  ansesthesis  should  be  complete  when  performed,  with  the  view  of 

P'OtecllDg  the  patient  both  against  puin  and  the  much  dreaded  local 

'**ctioo.    Thelatier  effects  of  chloroform  cannot  be  questioned,  since 

^fiy  have  been  realized  by  many  surgeons  in  hundreds  of  eases. 

Preparatory  to  tlie  forcible  extension,  Palaaciano,  and  after  him 
fiomet,  have  suggested  the  division  of  the  triceps  muscle  above  the 
order  to  facilitate  the  separation  of  the  patella  from  the 
lyle  of  the  femur.    This,  however,  is  in  most  instances 
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entirely  saperflaous,  aa  the  patella  most  nsaally  beuomeB  movable  by 
the  act  of  forcible  stretching.  The  diTision  of  the  triceps  mnscle 
Bhoold,  therefore,  be  reserved  for  such  cases  in  which  the  patella  does 
either  not  yield  at  ali,  or  in  which  it  occupies  a  position  (fossa  ioter- 
condyloidea,)  that  interferes  directly  with  the  cODsummation  of  the 
operations. 

The  patient  should  lie  on  his  back  whilst  the  forcible  extcDsion  is 
being  performed,  an  assistant  fising  his  pelvis,  another  taking  hold  of 
the  foot,  whilst  the  surgeon  places  his  hands  opon  the  ancbylosed  knee, 
"Whilst  the  assistants  Bimultaaeously  extend  and  counter-extend,  the 
knee  is  being  pressed  down,  which  under  ordinary  circumstances  is 
easily  done.  If  there  ie  any  suspicion  of  bony  obstacles,  the  exlensian 
should  be  performed  with  a  sadden  jerk;  sometimes  it  requires  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  physicol  strength;  at  others  a  few  pounds  of  ex- 
tension and  pressure  will  succeed  in  straightening  the  limb. 

Occasionally  you  may  straighten  the  limb  to  an  angle  of  about  130 
^^  degrees,  and  beyond  that  you  may  meet  with  resistance.     This  may 

^^L  or  may  not  be  overcome  by  continual  extension;  it  shoald,  however, 

^H  be  borne  in  mind,  that  this  resistance  U  sometimes  due  to  undivided 

^H  and  retracted  muEcles,  and  if  so,  they  sliould  be  subseqaeutly  cat. 

^H  Before  bandaging  up  the  affected  limb,  repeated  flexion,  cxteiiBion 

^H  and  rotations  of  the  kg  should  be  made,  in  order  to  remove  the  last 

^^^^^^     traces  of  pseudo- fibrous  tissue. 

^^^^^^L  In  some  instances,  more  especially  in  such  where  the  retractions  of 
^^^^^^HfjBQscles  have  not  been  completely  removed  by  the  kuife,  or  where 
^^^^^^■icollateral  obstacles  remain,  being  cicatrices  or  ligamentous,  etc.,  the 
^^^^^^H I  forcible  extension  may  occasionally  produce  a  posterior  subluxation  of 
^^^^^^■-j^e  tibia  on  the  femur,  with  the  effects  of  pressing  upon  the  popliteal 
^^^^^^^  .serves  and  vessels,  and  thus  paralyzing  the  extremity  downwards. 
^^^^^^  The  adjoining  diagram,  (fig.  1,)  illustrates  this  relative  position. 
^H  lu  the  moment  you  notice  it,  (which  you  may  by  the  ma  1  formation 

^1  of  the  knee,  and  the  patient  complaining  about  numbness  in  the  le^ 

^B  and  toes,)  you  should  at  once  proceed  to  improve  the  position,  either 

^B  by  removing  Ibe  restrictions,  or  by  bending  the  leg  over  a  large  bat 

^H  firm  roller,  which  serves  as  the  fulcrum  for  the  lever  of  the  leg,  and 

^H  mostly  produces  the  desired  effect.    The  rest  of  the  operation  consista 

^H  in  applying  an  expulsive  baudege  upon  the  leg,  in  firmly  and  equally 

^H  earrounding  the  knee-joint  with  adhesive  straps,  and  in  placing  the 

^H  operated  member  into  a  straight  and  well-padded  splint,  (Gg.  2,)  lu 

^H  which  it  Is  fastened  by  circular  tours  of  a  toller. 
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thii  is  the  vhole  of  the  operation,  which  sometimes,  bowerer, 
requires  Co  be  modified. 


"he  patient,  tbaa  fixed,  is  taken  to  bed  and  kept  under  opiates  the 
'Miilog  21  boors,  which  is  done  with  a  view  of  preventing  both  pain 
»nd  ce&ctioa.  The  Intter  has  occarred  in  my  practice  bat  a  few  times, 
^i  It  was  iovambl;  doe  to  the  neglect  of  dividing  all  retracted  mns- 
*I«;  the  subseqaeot  division  of  which  proves,  therefore,  a  better  anli- 
pWo^stic  remedy  than  leeches,  ice,  and  mercurials  collectively.  If  no 
P*iii  Wicates  any  trouble  of  the  patient,  I  do  not  remove  the  band- 
•Se  before  the  third  day,  and  only  then  with  a  view  of  ascerlaining 
"i«  condition  of  the  wounds.  The  extremity  is  again  dressed  in  the 
"fte  mauDer  as  before  mentioned,  and  the  splint  replaced. 

Ill  a  forlnight  the  supporting  instrument  (fig.  3,)  is  applied,  and 
"•patient  permitted  to  walk;  should  the  deficient  length  of  the  ei- 
''^ty  render  it  necessary,  a  higher  soled  boot  is  resorted  to,  to  make 


up  for  tbe  deficiency.  A  moath  or  two  after  the  operation,  a  flai 
baodage  msj  be  used  for  tbe  koee-joiDt  la  the  place  ol  adhesive  stntfiC 
Most  patients  are  GatisGed  with  a  etraight  and  stiff  linib,  but  if  they 
Bhould  desire  it,  and  the  conditton  of  their  joiuts  permit  it,  gradual 
flexions  and  extensions  may  be  bstituted,  and  eo  long  coDtinned  notil 
a  sufficient  degree  of  articular  mobility  is  re-es  tab  lis  lied.  If  after  the 
operation  some  fibrous  adhesions  of  tbe  Joint  should  b&ve  been  reform- 
ed, it  may  be  advisible  to  break  them  npnnder  the  ioflueuce  of  chloro- 
fonn,  and  to  disturb  their  rerormation  by  constant  motion.  This 
proceeding  is,  however,  advisable  only  if  their  is  no  infiammatory  trou- 
ble to  contend  with;  otherwise  it  should  be  deferred  to  snch  a  pei 
in  which  it  conld  be  safely  done. 


:riiQ^_ 
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The  motions  of  the  joint  may  be  made  either  by  the  hand,  or 

\          zv*  ^       /  ^^^  apparatus  before  you,  (fig. 

j                       \  In   this  more  or  less  modified 

I                            \  manner,  according  to  the  individ- 

^^                                 \)            y^    1  ual  character  of  the  case,  I  have, 

^K                             y^\v  y'          ^?  "'*  ^°  ""^  ^^^'  ^'"^'^^^sfuiiy  treated 

^H                          y^       X^        yy  '^*  cases.      Among  them   were 

^H                       ^      XSkxV'/^  ^°"^^  ''f  '**"&  duration,  of  great 

^1                     A       '^^xN^^  obstinacy  and  distortion.    Most  of 

^H^                  /^sKScVS^^^ri'^  them  had  been  under  charge  of 

^^^^^^Hi       e     ^^^S^^'i^^        \\  competent  surgeons,  and  some  hod 

^^^^^^^L-  fl   ^^^^^i            \\  beeo  attended  by  the  most  promi- 

^^^^^^B     \^"^^^y\           \\  neot  men  of  our  profession.    This 

^^^^^^^B         x-,!^^^^*^         \  V  statement  is  made  without  aoy  in- 

^^^^^^H             \     )^^A        H  tention  of  passing  censure  npon  my 

^^^^^^r            fS^K^^i^       1  medical  colleagues,  nor  for  self-ar- 

^^^^^^^b                  \^\  \\       n  rogation;  it  is  made  for  tbe  por- 

^^^^^^^B                    \  \  \   cyPi^  V^^^  '^"'f'  ^^  bring  in  statistical 

^^^^^^^r                      \  \^0^ '  '''^^  relief  tbe  soandness  and  gre&t- 

^^^^^^^V                        /     \  'Jm  ^^  practical  efficteucy  of  a  tre&t- 

^^^^^^^B                      /       f^"  m  ment  that  is  not  as  yet  sufGcient- 

^^^^^^^^B                    Jif/iiJ          ft  '^  known  among  us,  and  that  com- 

^^^^^^^^                   GJtt»'            S  mends  itself  to  the  consideration 

^                                                       ,M  of  every  snrgeoD. 
^^k                     Violent  and  rough  as  tbe  operation  of  brisement  force  may  appear 
^1               to  the  nainiliated,  it  is  nevertbeless  almost  entirely  free  from  those 
^^k                accidents  of  which  many  works  on  surgery  londly  speak.    The  nam- 
^1                ber  of  surgeons  engaged  in  tbe  performance  of  this  operation,  and  the 
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uaniber  of  cases  operated  upon,  is  decidedly  large  enough  to  boIvb  that 
poiiil,  jet  I  have  bittierto  in  vain  perused  tbe  surgical  records  for  ac- 
cidents of  ttie  stated  nature.  Arteries  or  reins,  and  nerves,  nay  be 
fDpltirod,  particniarly  if  they  have  been  rendered  brittle  by  atheronia- 
Iws  deposits.  But  as  those  operations  are  chiefly  performed  upon 
JDTSniie  patients,  in  which  atberomatons  degenerations  are  hardly 
hoHn,  it  BofSciently  accounts  for  tbe  absence  of  such  accidents. 

Anong  tbe  patients  under  my  care,  I  bad  but  one  disastrous  resoH, 
owing,!  believe,  as  much  to  the  shock  caused  by  the  chloroform 
Dp«i  the  system  of  tbe  patieot,  as  by  the  operation  itself.  The  case 
nitlte  to  a  negro  of  Demopolis,  Ala.,  who  had  been  afBicted  with  a 
Mnlnctare  of  !iis  flexor  muscles,  and  a  limited  degree  of  spurious  on- 
chjioiisoF  his  knee-joint,  for  more  than  thirty  years.  Dre.  Asche 
ind  RaSn,  in  whose  presence  the  operation  was  performed,  will 
begr  eridence,  that  the  case  in  question  belonged  to  the  most  obsti- 
iiM«ODes  a  Eurgeon  may  encounter.* 

'Siiuc  the  ijelivcrj  of  thin  lecture,  among  otber  successfully  treated  ci 
tategiiri  wiib  a  serious  ueciiient  of  so  rare  and  unique  u  nature,  thOit  it  abould 
Mlbcp»E«eil  over  without  being  related.  For  an  uneuccessful  c 
'V  ti}  hr  more  iuBtructioa  tban  20  succesaful  ones.  On  tbls  ver;  grauod,  I 
uuidcr  myself  iu  duty  bound  lo  publish  that  case,  in  order  to  benefit  and  guard 
ibgaor  my  medtcfti  brethren  who  may  follow  me  in  tbe  performance  of  tbe 
(ftntlDu. 

Purlok  Feeoay  was  received  into  the  Long  Island  College  Hospital,  and 
[ilucd  under  my  care  on  tbe  4tb  of  Jaaunry  last.  He  was  a  youth  above  mli- 
tltiiie,  of  feeble  and  aneemic  appearance,  and  rather  slender,  though  otherwise 
Wlby,  Being  employed  for  some  years  at  a  manafaotory  in  treading  a  wheel, 
^UoTer^traiued  his  right  limb,  was  consequently  attaeked  with  an  inflam- 
msmj  tlTectiQa  of  tbe  knee-joint,  wblcb  subsequently  gave  rise  to  angular  de- 
'Wnily,  wllb  impeded  mobility.  Tbe  extremity  was  bent  !□  an  angle  of  105 
itpfnt.  and  the  motion  of  the  knee-joint  limited  within  an  angle  of  30  degrees, 
kibii  [laBitlon  tbe  posterior  Burface  of  the  condyles  of  (he  femur  rested  npon 
"xlilda,  with  which  they  were  connected  by  Bbruus  neoplasms.  The  patella 
*UceU<ned  within  the  intercoodyloid  spaee  and  wne  digbtly  movable.  All 
''Ura  were  retracted  and  tense. 

The  pttient  desired  to  be  relieved  Irom  his  deformity,  and  the  operation  was 
CowqnEUfly  performed  upon  bim  in  the  presence  of  tbe  medical  and  surgical 
"tSoftbe  hospital,  joined  liy  some  medical  geatlemen  connected  with  other 
P<^llo  mititatlons.  The  patieot  was  put  under  tbe  full  InflueQce  ol  cblorolorm, 
^  inot  mnsclea  divided,  and  tbe  limb  Grst  bent  and  subsequently  extended; 
lUuooubt  of  physical  strength  required  in  (bis  instance  was,  to  all  preeent  and 
Sluir, Nrprisingly  imull;  the  extremity  was  then  bandaged  in  the  ordinary 
ujud  tbe  patient  removed  to  bin  bed. 
Fm  three  days  he  was  doing  fairly.    No  reaction  ensued  in  tbe  joint,  nor  did 
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I  maj  be  pennitted  to  adduce  to  m;  lecture  tbe  fakhw^iJI 
case,  Thicb  is  of  tbe  highest  gnt^ical  interest  a* 
■ame  time  lioked  together  with  tbe  tabject  under  cossderatioiL 

tbe  patieDt  ccmplain  of  *ej  ioMn-reBieoM.    Wbea  on  the  3d  day  Ifce  4 


a  Bodente  ceeliTmaai  and  Ihe  h 
Aa  patickt.    During  the  Habaeqimt  four  daji  Qtt  tknigMnt  ia 
Ing  alnwrt  llie  whole  integiuBeola  of  the  popliteal  q 
tioD  and  grannlatioas  were  fbmlag  oo  tke  8th  daj,  bat  duiuJtJ  taott-* 
Botieed  ia  the  depth.    Owiag  to  the  cwidmMe  dniaagE  w\ 
the  patient,  Bod  most  prohablj  coasequent  apoa  p1ridata8tp<ti,thi|i 
ai  might  Iwre  been  expected,  rafl^red  sercrelj.    The  Mfety  n 
pended  oa  (be  Fpeedj  ampatalioa  of  the  limb,  apoa  which  mj  o 
Boother  mcdieal  feotleman  o(  great  eiperieoce  aad  nrpeal  m 
The  operation  wa<  performed  in  the  middle  of  tbe  lUgh,ai 
aboot  two  ooQceB  of  blood  were  lost. 

Thoagta  tbe  patient  Kerned  to  nl! j  after  the  opeiatioD,  jtt  he  u 
from  aa  aetbenic  tjpboid  fever,  that  termiaated  hie  Utt  o 

after  tbe  ampatation,  the  wooad  beisK  then  aloioat  e 
Tlte  Bdjoioiag  ^gram  {tg.  5.j  sbowa  tbe  paAoIogical  een- 
ditioB  ia  which  tbe  interested  boaea  aod  tbe  jtant  were 
found.  Bat  oaeBdeof  tbe adheoooE, namely,  between  tbe 
extemal  coadjles,  had  yielded,  wlulat  tlte  GbroK  stroctare 
between  the  external  coodylea  of  tbe  joint  had  £rmlj  re- 
■iited  tbe  forcible  extenson:  the  patella  wu  foond  qnite 
tooee.  The  ipopfayiia  bad  beeone  diMonaeeted  Erom  tbe 
diaphjBa  of  the  femur;  pefioateom  baring  been  destroyed 
posteriorly  upwards  to  the  middle  of  tbe  tbt^  bone,  and  in 
remaining  portion  attestpti  were  being  made  at  Ibe 
,  fonnntion  of  new  booe^  The  dsnided  pottiom  of  the 
bone  are  poroos  and  rough  from  the  a 

A  laT;ge  propoctioa  of  thoee  patiento  I  hate  b 
oucM  like  the  present  one,  were  children.  In  wbom  fe 
onioQ  could  not  bate  tahen  place  between  the  apopkya 
and  diaphjsia  of  their  reapecdie  boces;  and  though  1  bad 
sa  some  instances  eraploycd  three  timef,  aad  eten  laora 
-^'s-  ^-  pbjsical  strengtb.  to  eitend  tbe  limb. yet  neither  I,  nor  to 

Bij  knowledge  any  otber  soigeon,  hac  ai  yet  met  wiib  a  finilar  accident. 

Tbe  key  to  Ibe  aaderttaodtDg  of  tbe  stid  accident  may  he  dimply  fonnd  to 
retarded  development  and  paberty  of  the  patent  ia  gHDera].  and  protracted 
BotidlScalion  of  tbe  ijncboDdriMis  between  tbe  respective  portiona  of  hie  iioaea 
eipeeially,  whilst  on  the  other  band  tbe  oeopIuitiE  l>etireea  the  uticnlor  snr- 
faces  of  tbe  Itnee-joint  were  of  a  reiy  Srm  and  atrong'  organization.  The  ac^ 
dent,  witb  other  words,  is  therefore  dae  to  physical  disproportion 


DQloa  of  tbe  thigh  iMDe  o 


e  side,  and  the  peewlv- anion  of  the  ji 
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A  yoang  gentlemau,  resident  of  BrookljD,  21  years  of  ape,  of 
insnic  and  feeble  Hppenrance,  limped  od  two  cratches  into  my  oEBcu 
«  tbe  Slst  day  of  October,  1856,  and  stated,  that  at  the  age  of  11 
jwn  he  suffered  from  a  tranraatic  injury  upon  bis  left  knee-joint,  fol- 
1d>H  by  a  moderate  inBammatory  affeetion,  extending  over  a  period 
of  three  years.  The  affection,  bowever,  being  not  very  painful  and 
Husing  no  deformity,  did  not  serioasly  interfere  with  bis  locomotion. 
Reputed  falls  npon  tbe  said  joint,  and  a  blow  with  a  hammer,  increas- 
ed lbs  dii^ease  of  the  joint  to  such  a  de^ee  as  to  render  him  incapa- 
ble of  walking  about,  unless  supported  by  crntches. 

On  examination,  the  affected  extremity  presented  the  following  op- 
pctnnce:  knee-joint  immovable;  patella  adhering  to  external  con- 
djleoffemnr;  knee-joint  bending  inwardly  fknock-kneed,)  and  for- 
iifdlj,  with  rotation  of  the  leg  and  eversion  of  the  toes ;  the  external 
ci'rcoBiference  of  tbe  joint  somewhat  swollen  and  excesBively  painful; 
lilt  flexor  muscles  extremely  tense  and  shortened,  their  tendons  raised 
'roni  the  bone.  In  front  of  and  superiorly  to  the  knee-joint  there  was 
M  eteD  and  oval  distinctly  circumscribed  tumor,  9  inches  in  length 
■ndabont  i  in  breadth;  its  lower  extremity  terminating  about  the 
"nperior  insertion  of  the  capsular  ligament  of  the  knee-joint;  its  upper 
OM  ending  about  the  middle  of  the  thigh.  The  tumor  was  evidently 
lociMd  below  the  Tagina  femoris,  and  was  to  the  feel  of  very  hard 
iUnctare;  tbe  triceps  femoris  was  displaced  and  located  on  the  left 
iHt  of  the  toraor. 

The  diagnosis  of  the  tnmor  was  to  me  a  difBcult  task,  presenting,  aa  it 
lid,  tome  symptoms  of  chondroid  or  fibrous  tumor,  and  in  other  respects 
•lal  of  an  encysted  liquid,  being  even  and  circumscribed.  An  abscess 
It  mnlj  not  be,  for  the  subfascial  collections  of  pus  assume,  by  neces- 
BI7,  a  diffused  form,  though  the  firmness  of  the  tumor  would  not  have 
odaded  that  diagnosis,  as  it  is  weil  known  that  the  unyielding  and 
wn  teiture  of  the  fascia  constantly  obscures  fluctuation,  and  thus 
tMoffing  every  collection  of  liquid  with  tlie  character  of  a  hard  tu- 

!l  cwaot  be  denied,  tbat  this  accident  mlgtit  hare  btta  evaded  b;  postpcm- 
''lUt  Qp«r'tioD,  und  bj  putting  tbe  constitution  in  proper  condition;  and  tbe 
OpricDce  ooce  derived  rrom  tbia  case,  will  exercise,  Tor  all  future,  a  auffioient 
wiow  nttaj  Bnrgical  proceedings  in  like  cases. 

't>  ia  defence  of  is;  action,  I  niaj  bere  stale,  that  it  is  impossible  for  any 
■Wm  to  wcertaio,  a  priori,  whether  sjochondroais  ia  still  extant  between  tbe 
■Ul  of  a  boae  and  its  apopbyus;  whether  there  is  any  dl^roportioD  in  the 
pkjiioal  resistance  of  tbe  focmer  or  the  pseudo-fibroua  Gtniotare  of  an  anchyloB- 
<d  jeiat    Ever;  eurgeoa  has  therefore  to  trust  to  chances,  more  or  lesa. 


Bor.  In  feeling  o^er  the  whole  sarface  of  the  tumor,  I  discovered 
iadistioct  fluctaatioa  at  a  very  small  spot,  oot  larger  bat  what  it  could 
be  covered  with  a  finger's  point,  perhops  the  aperture  of  a  passing 
Teio;  and  to  render  my  diagnosis  of  hydrops  bursa  subreclalis  still 
more  definite,  I  introduced  an  expioring  trocar,  and  ioarteen  ounces  of 
&  yellowish  pellacid  semi-gelatinoua  and  Eoapy  fluid  were  abstracted, 
presenting  no  organized  particles  under  the  microscope — containing, 
however,  large  quantities  of  albumen  and  some  alkalines.  This  fact 
elaeidated  at  once  the  whole  pathological  complication  of  the  malady, 
which  I  conceived  to  be  as  follows:  the  original  injury  produced  most 
probably  bursitis  of  a  low  character,  which  coald  exist  for  years  with- 
out materially  incommoding  the  patient;  bat  repeated  accidents 
increased  the  effusion  to  mvh  an  extent,  that  the  bursa  became  so 
much  distended  as  to  assume  the  physical  character  of  a  roll,  over 
wbich  the  triceps  muscle  was  acting  prejudicially  to  the  joint.  Eacb 
COutractioD  of  said  muscle  physically  strengthened  by  the  bursa,  (as  a, 
roll  of  course, )  threw  the  knee-joint  inwards,  (knock-knee,)  strained 
the  internal  ligaments,  thus  giving  rise  to  inflammatory  action  in  the 
joint,  which  terminated  its  mobility  by  fibrous  adhesiou.  As  the 
weight  of  the  body  traversed  the  joint  in  a  diagonal  direction,  over- 
burdening chiefly  the  internal  ligaments  of  the  joint,  the  latter  remi 
ing  sore,  and  in  order  to  obviate  pain,  the  patient  had  to  suspend 
limb  and  to  resort  to  the  use  of  crutches. 

Since  the  diagnosis  had  been  clearly  made  out,  the  treatment  coqI 
meet  with  no  extraordinary  difficulties;  I  divided  the  flexor  muscles 
and  performed  brisement  force,  the  patient  being  at  the  same  time 
nnder  the  full  effects  of  chloroform.  The  extremity  was  then  well 
bandaged  and  placed  in  a  straight  splint.  No  reaction  whatsoever 
followed  the  operation,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  patient  felt  greatly 
relieved  by  the  reformation  of  his  limb,  and  the  pain  had  almost  en- 
tirely subsided  from  the  internal  circumference  of  the  joint.  This 
treatment  was  continued  for  some  months,  and  a  gentle  pressure  exer- 
cised upon  the  bursa,  yet  by  this  time  a  re-collection  of  fluid  to  the 
exteut  of  a  few  ounces  had  again  taken  place.  In  order  to  relieve  the 
patient  radically,  I  injected  the  bursal  sac  with  a  diluted  tincture  of 
iodine,  which  gave  rise  to  a  most  violent  bursitis,  terminating  in  sup- 
puration. The  latter  continued  for  many  months  through  some  fistn- 
ioas  openings,  but  gradually  ceased.  At  the  present  time,  the  previous 
bursa!  sac  is  firmly  closed  up,  but  the  triceps  muscle  had  lost  its  bulk 
and  contractility,  and  therefore  no  attempts  have  been  made  at  re-«8! 
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iishing  mobility.  The  extremity,  however,  is  perfectly  straight,  and 
cube  used  without  any  pain  or  int'onveniDnce  wha,tsoeTer.  The  pa- 
tient still  wears  a  supporting  instrument,  besides  using  a  cane.  The 
cue  baa  been  seen  by  some  of  our  most  prominent  surgeons,  and  ea- 
p|ed  their  greatest  interest.  If  the  patient  relates  it  correctly,  his 
OM  was  prononnced  "  wl  ite  an'elliug  "  aud  amputation  deemed  ad- 
tiilble  so  that  the  result  of  my  treatment  may  be  looked  upon  as  a 
satUtsctory  |  ece  of  cooservative  surgery 

TLe  adjom  ng  d  agrams  represent  a  general  oatline  of  the  prcTions 
wu]  present  form  of  the  1  mb 
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PHlliDKlJ^Ii   HOSPITil.,   Bl-OCKLBT. 

February  nth,  18S8. 
Db.  JiB.  McClktock,  Chitf  Raidtnt   Phynctan. 

Deab  Sir — It  is,  as  yon  are  aware,  one  of  the  regulatioiis  of  the 
hospital,  that  a  peculiar  ofGcial  register  and  record  should  be  preserr- 
ed  in  the  Obstetrical  Ward.  In  a  convereationreceQtly.yonremaiied 
that  some  nseful  hints  might  be  extracted  from  this  register,  and  ocliiig 
npon  the  suggestion,  a  retrospect  has  been  made  of  the  paet  year. 
The  talisraanic  countersign  of  the  present  day  is  "Progression,"  and 
medicine,  as  a  science,  must  co-operate  with  its  sister  sciences  iu  yield- 
ing homi^  to  the  spirit  of  the  age.  Tfie  obvious  doly  of  every  phy- 
sician, renewed  or  obscure,  simple  or  great,  is  to  cost  into  the  common 
treasury  of  medical  knowledge  such  facts  as  circumataaces  or  pomtion 
may  bring  under  his  immediate  cognizance.  From  an  accnratc  collo- 
cation of  these  may  be  deduced  siicfi  conclusions  as  tend  to  substan- 
tiate or  confute  ancient  theories,  develop  embryotic  ideas,  or  act  as 
basis  of  hypotheses  yet  to  be  given  to  the  medical  world.  Acting  un- 
der this  impression,  the  following  statistics  have  been  gleaned  from  the 
obstetrical  practice  of  last  year.  If  they  will  be  ol  any  service  to 
yourself,  «r,  or  others,  the  compiler  feels  himself  abundantly  rewarded 

There  were,  during  the  year  1857,  two  hundred  and  sixteen  confine- 
ments. By  regulation,  each  assistant  resident  receives  a  case  in  turn, 
and  thus  the  entries  have  been  made  by  eight  different  individuals. 
But,  in  all  atfaira  of  importance,  a  common  standard  has  been  agreed 
upon,  and  under  tfiis  standard  have  the  cnses  been  noted. 

Of  the  diiferent  clnssifications  of  the  fretal  cephalic  estremity  dur- 
ing labor,  we  have  adopted  the  si.\  positions  of  Bandelocque  and 
Dewees.  A  recapitulation  of  these  would  be  obviously  superfluous. 
Below  is  pre.sented  a  table  of  various  presentations  and  positions,  in 
which  it  will  be  perceived  there  is  a  column  marked  "  not  noted." 
These  coses  are  Ihoae  in  which  the  child  has  lieen  born  before  the  physi- 
cian summoned  has  been  able  to  reach  the  scene  of  action.  In  some 
of  these  cases  the  presentation,  and  not  position,  has  been  noted,  and  ^~ 
others  neither  have  been  taken  into  account.  ^H 


PtenBt»Uoi). 

FlBt 

SKBnd 

-nitra. 

Fomtt. 

Not 

,.»J 

132 
■3 

17 

5 

16 

i 
9 

27 

ml 

SI 

1 

TwipB 

s 

Total 

134 

18 

e 

B 

« 

21s 

IJLI 


UEDtOXL    GAZRTTE.  221 

In  the  foregoiag  table  the  presentations  of  the  twin-labors  are  not 
[iTen.     They  are  as  follows  : 
(lit)  Breecb  lit  and  Bruceb  2Dd.  (3d.)    Vertex  3d  and  Vertex  2d. 

(24)   Breech  Ith  and  Vertex  lal.  (4th.)  Breecb  Zd  and  Sboulder. 

(5.)  Vertex  1st  and  Vertex  4lb. 
From  the  table  as  laid  down,  ' 


Vertex  Irt 61. 4  per  c> 


Id.. 


e  find  the  per  centage  to  he  thus  : 
Face  Sd 0.6  percent, 


Breecb  Ist 0. 

2d 0. 

Not  ttoted 

12. 

It  18  much  to  be  regretted  that  in  such  a  large  per  centime  of  cases 
X-lx  acconcheur  was  unable  to  note  the  proseuting  portion  of  the  child. 

The  lengtA  of  gestation  has  varied  from  9  J  months  to  the  abortion  of 
4k  nonthB,  and  is  thus  laid  down: 

))  raOQtbs 2 


El 


61 
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fi,  Gj.  £  iwd  i  months,  each 1 

The  average  length  of  gestation  we  find  to  have  been  8  months  25 
(iijs,  computing  the  month  as  having  thirty  days. 

Of  the  1  months' children,  one  lived  four  day.?.  The  5  months'  child 
liW  aboQt  21  hours,  and  during  that  time  at«  voraciously,  but  the 
powcra  of  life  were  too  feeble,  and  its  ephemera!  existence  closed  during 
»«lin  slnniber. 

The  canse  for  no  abortion  or  miscarriage  appearing  under  4  months, 
Mj  be  presumed  to  be  that  few  women  are  admitted  earUer  than  the 
''tirth  month  of  pregnancy. 

Necessarily  the  length  of  time  during  which  labor-pains-  were  ac- 
'•allj  present,  varied  much,  but  the  extremes  may  be  given  as  below: 

Longest  Labor  coatinned C9  boius. 

M     "  "  Oi    " 

Shortest  "  30  minutes, 


The  average  length  of  the  whole  215  cases  was  10  hours  and  12 
nlBUtea,  or  10  1-5  hours. 


The  atteiition  of  the  profession  has  been  drawn,  by  an  admirafi^H 
article  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Reese,  of  New  York,  to  the  alarming  q^H 
crease  in  the  nnmber  of  still-born  children,  as  annually  exbibited  't^H 
various  health  statistical  tables.  Of  the  cases  now  ander  consideratitf^H 
we  find  that  16  children,  or  7.4  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  were  still-bo^^H 
The  list,  as  below,  explains  itself.  ^H 

Full  term  and  no  cause  BssigQcd 8  or  SQ    per  ct.       ^^M 

"      "    mother  syphilitic 2  "  12.S       "  ^^B 

7  J  monlhs,  atero-gestatioQ 1  "    G.ZS     "  ^^M 

^H 

5  and  PlaoentaFnevIa 1  "  ^^M 

Child  and  Placenta  delivered  together 1  "  ^^B 

In  some  of  the  above  cases  we  have  abundant  grounds  to  consider 
that  criminal  measures  had  been  resorted  to,  in  order  to  destroy  the 
vitality  of  the  fcetus.  This,  of  course,  had  been  done  before  entrance 
into  the  house.  In  other  cases  we  could  obtain  uo  coaclnsive  proofs, 
but  our  suspicions  were  strongly  aroused.  As  a  large  portion  of  the 
candidates  for  maternity  were  single  women,  and  some  unable  to  obtwn 
legal  reparation  from  the  other  party,  thereby  compelling  them  to  sup- 
port their  illicit  offspring,  it  may  readily  be  perceived  what  great  temp- 
tations ever  present  themselves  to  the  tnul  ones  to  resort  to  criminal 
measures,  facilities  for  which  are  so  leeringly  offered  by  the  dastardly, 
vile  and  unprincipled  miscreants  who  pollute  our  community. 

In  reference  to  tJie  sex,  the  record  shows  that  the  usual  disparity 
prevailed  here  also,  for  we  find  j 

Number  of  females  born 117  or  54.2  per  ct.  ^^ 

L  Great  diversity  appears  in  the  registration  of  the  weight  of  the  chil- 
K^Sren  at  birth.     For  example, 

L  The  largest  (atill-born) ISJ  Iba. 

W"  ••    2d"     (living) llj  "  ^1 

■  "    emallest,    "       2}  "  ^H 

I  «    2d    "  3    ■'  ^B 

W  Computation  shows  the  average  weight  to  be  7  4-1  lbs.  The  child 
I  weighing  2|  Iba,  is  now  a  thriving  babe  of  six  months,  and  as  large  as 
".ordinary  children  of  that  age. 

The  accidents,  complications,  Ac,  attending  labor  were  few.  ^B 

In  one  case,  very  severe  hamorrbage  the  day  preceding  lalMjr.      -^H 

■^  .J I.      M 


In  5  cues,  Tcry  profase  hffimorrh^e  followed  delivery. 

In  OB  one  case,  child  and  placenta  delivered  together.  Child  dead 
lod  deeomposition  in  progression. 

In  i  cases,  adherent  placenta. 

In  one  case,  slight  rupture  of  pervnenm. 

h  but  two  cases  were  the  use  of  forceps  required. 

In  one  case,  cord  wrapped  four  times  around  neck.  In  another, 
cord  twice  around  neck,  and  looped  tightly  around  right  leg  about 
maSeDli, 

Tie  ouly  case  approximating  to  defective  formation  ia  reported  as 
fetors; 

"Child  folly  formed  except  back  part  of  head,  which  was  deficient. 
Tbevbole  of  occipital  and  part  of  parietal  and  frontal  bones  were  ab- 
<BDt,  and  a  black,  liver-looking  mass  supplied  their  place,  The  pos- 
toior  portion  of  the  head  presented  a  flat  surface  extending  from  the 
nochsto  the  orbital  process  of  the  frontal  bone.  Livtd  15  mmutts. 
Mother  says  she  received  a  fright  from  some  scenic  representation  at 
Wilnnt  Street  Theatre.     Query,  was  this  the  cause  of  deformity  ?" 

The  statistics  as  above  given  are  the  most  prominent  ones  of  any 
lOKlical  interest  or  importance.  Appended  are  a  few  items  which  are 
firmshed  merely  from  curiosity,  and  not  from  aoy  idea  of  their  valae. 

"Dk  births  during  the  different  months  were  apportioned  as  follows: 


Jurnarj 11 

Febmarj 18 

March 30 

April 21 

May 13 


Julj 25 

August 17 

September 8 

October 19 

November IT 

December 21 


Tbe  peatest  nomber  (30)  in  March. 

"    least  ■'        (8)   "  September. 

"    (Terage     "       per  month,  very  nearly  18. 
The  eldest  nooivi  conBned  was  47  jeara  of  age. 

"   joungest  '■  "        "    16    "       " 

Tbe  average  age  was  found  to  be  about  24  years,  although  of  coarse 
"isny  fell  below  this. 

The  number  of  deliveries  between  the  hoars  of  7  P.M.  and  7  A.M., 
"We  91,  being  about  42.3  per  cent  of  the  whole.  Truly  a  "  lai^  and 
ifAmn"  proportion  to  the  disciple  of  Esculapius,  who  loves 

"  To  wrap  the  drapery  of  liis  conch  aronnd  bim, 
And  lie  dona  to  pleaBunt  dreams." 


From  the  contemplation  of  this  melancholy  trnth,  one  t 
fbelings  too  sad  for  ntterance,  and  the  "  monrDflil  enmplaiDt^  is, 
'■  1  prithee,  pen,  thy  glcramful  orosliing  cease." 
It  may  be,  sir,  a  matter  of  gratdatiou  that  Eome  check  has  been 
placed  upon  our  statistical  mania,  and  that  your  patience  shall  be  re- 
lieved. 

Allow  me.  with  apologies  for  prolixity,  to  sabscribe  myself. 
Very  respectfolly, 

^■Geo.  J.  McLsoD, 

Assistani  Resident  Fhynaon. 

SELECTION'S. 

HZIDICAZ.  SCHOOIA 

By  S.  C.  KoTT,  U.D.,  Professor  of  Aanlomy  io  tlie  UniTeraly  of  Looimaiu. 

Having  been  recently  called  to  the  professorship  of  Anatomy  in  the 
University  of  Louisiana,  my  mind  has,  necessarily,  been  attracted  more 
closely  to  the  sabject  of  medical  edncation;  and  with  the  view  of  post- 
ing myself  np  folly  in  all  the  latest  improvements  for  teaching  anatomy, 
»nd  of  comparing  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  various  points, 
I  have  occupied  the  past  summer  in  visiting  many  of  the  more  promi- 
nent schools  in  the  United  States. 

The  present  number  of  Ibis  Journal  is  about  going  to  press  in  a  few 
days,  and  although  [  have  been  bnt  twenty-fonr  hours  in  the  tsty,  and 
bave  macb  else  to  occupy  me  in  making  arruigements  for  a  change 
of  residence,  I  bave  pTomi<ied  the  editors  that  I  will  throw  ti^ther, 
hastily,  the  impressions  which  have  been  made  on  my  misd,  hc^f 
at  some  futor*  day  to  retam  to  the  subject  more  In  detail. 

It  has  been  a  prevailing  idea,  that  the  climate  of  New  Orleans  : 
other  sontbem  dtics  is  an  insuperable  barrier  to  the  fi^  soccess  < 
medical  schools,  asd  I  confess  that  this  pr^adioe  has  been  verrs-^^rj 
strongly  rooted  in  my  own  mind.  Thot^  lainiliar  with  the  fact  th*-.»--^»t 
Ae  history  of  medicine  from  the  eariitst  epoch  to  the  stxteeBth  c^^B-^^en- 
t«ry  beloings  almost  pxclnsively  to  hot  climaus,  yet  the 
Rbools  of  temperate  latitudes  ia  on  day  have  »  in  ootati^jped 
ancient  seats  of  leanuag,  tl»t  1  had  b^aa  ts  think  that  the  setf 
of  soienco,  as  of  pofitkal  poMr;  had  pawed  into  the  haadi  of  d 
Elbe  world. 


**e  something  at  work  more  baneful  than  dimate,  viz,,  misrnle  and  in- 

"»*lCTce.    Egypt  was  the  most  ancient  seat  of  medical  science,  both 

"^foTB  the  conquest  of  the  Greeks  and  during  the  existence  of  her 

^'^ms  Alexandrian  school.     If  we  follow  the  map  around  the  Medi- 

^^*r8Dean  Sea,  we  find  that  the  march  of  medical  science  for  ages  was 

^^•11  ejclusively  through   sonthern    climes — Arabia,  Greece,  Rome, 

**»d,  iu  the  middle  ages,  Italy,  in  anccession  held  all  of  medical  science 

*  *w«fn  to  the  world.    But  the  beastly  Turk  in  Egypt,  Arabia  and 

'^  Ttece,  and  the  despotic  Anstrian  in  classic  Italy,  have  crushed  out 

■*«3(only  medical,  but  every  other  department  of  science  and  litera- 

^^*rc.    If  there  are  no  Hippocratesea,  Galena  or  Celsusea — no  Homers 

•^W"  Tirgils — it  is  not  because  genius  is  extiognished  ill  Ibeae  races,  but 

K^  ii  because  despotism  has  placed  its  foot  od  mind  and  body  too. 

The  great  difEeulty,  to  my  mind,  against  which  southern  schools  bad 
"fc^acontend,  was  thcdifBcnlty  of  pursuingdiesections  during  our  mild  win- 
fc^^-i'li;  for  not  only  is  the  putrefactioo  of  bodies  disgustiog  and  unwbole- 
^*<»ne,  but  it  is  inimical  to  the  successful  pursuit  of  dissection.  For, 
^^m '  tihoat  the  aid  of  antiseptics,  a  body  will  keep  in  Boston  during  the 
■^p»:iiiier,  a  month,  while  in  Charleston  or  New  Orleans  there  are  times 
~^*r  hen  you  could  not  work  on  one  for  a  week, 

Anatomy  is  the  groundwork  of  the  science  and  art  of  madicine, 
^TEid,  other  things  being  equal,  the  student  should  always  seek  that 
^«=h(Kil  where  anatomy  is  best  taught.  It  is  vain  to  talk  of  learning 
plijBiology,  pathology,  surgery,  obstetrics,  or  practice  of  physic  with- 
out anatomy,  and  it  is  inGnitely  better  to  have  no  doctors  at  all  than 
1^2  hare  incompetent  ones. 

Those  climntcs  and  those  localities  alone,  which  afford  the  fullest 
anstomical  advantages,  can  meet  the  requirements  of  the  profession; 
•nd  the  student  who  is  really  conscientiously  seeking  to  prepare  him- 
*e|[  for  the  ardaons  and  responsible  duties  which  await  him,  should 
kcEji  his  eyes  steadily  on  this  point,  and  not  be  gulled  by  newspaper 
l>tjlla,  circulars,  and  false  promises.  I  repeat  to  the  medical  student, 
*f  joa  desire  to  effect  anything  oseful  or  noble  in  onr  profession,  go 
^•Tierc  you  cau  learn  thoroughly  anatomy. 

By  doubts  are  now  entirely  removed  with  regard  to  the  appro- 
pvlttcness  of  the  climate  of  New  Orleans  for  anfitomica!  investigation, 
foi  wc  can  preserve  bodies  perfectly  iu  any  weather,  an  indefinite 
T»«iwi  of  time,  I  have  just  returned  from  Philadelphia,  where  I  have 
•*tsiT(d  from  my  obliging  friend.  Professor  Leidy,  much  valuable  in- 
totouUoD,  and  seen  bodies  preserved  daring  mid-Bummer,.  by  means  of 


antiseplks,  as  perfectly  aa  they  could  be  by  the  climate  of  Moscow 
or  St.  Petereburgb.  I  dissected,  myself,  ia  the  private  room  of  Pro- 
fessor Leidy,  a  body  prepared  under  his  direction,  for  two  weeks,  dur- 
ing the  hot  weather  of  September,  and  it  was  as  sound  Bod  free  from 
putrid  odor  the  last  day  as  it  was  the  Crst — cay,  more,  the  brnin. 
nerves,  and  other  soft  tissues  were  rendered  much  more  firm  than  natur- 
al, ntid  the  rapidity  and  tniuuteness  of  dissection  were  much  facilitated. 
No  city  in  the  United  States  can  at  all  compare  with  New  Orleans 
in  point  of  abundance  of  material  for  the  anatomical  student.  We 
con  commaud  bodies  for  dissection  to  any  extent,  at  an  expense  far  be- 
low any  institution  I  am  acquainted  with — in  fact,  at  the  moderate 
cost  of  transportation  of  subjects  to  our  rooms. 

The  facilities  afforded  for  clinical  instruction  in  the  City  of  New 
Orleans  are  not  cqnalled  anywhere  in  the  United  States,  and  surpass 
ed,  if  at  all,  by  few  places  in  the  world.  I  am  writing  in  baste,  and 
htve  not  time  to  look  up  statistics  of  later  date,  but  have  beside  me 
the  "Report  of  the  Board  of  Administrators  of  the  Charity  Hospital, 
for  1850,"  in  which  the  statement  is  made  that  the  nnmber  of  od- 
is  into  this  institution  for  the  years  1850-51  were  respectively 
18,416  and  1S,430.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  administ ration 
since  that  lime,  and  the  nsefnlDesg  snd  intacEt  of  this  grot  establish- 
ment have  never  Hogged.  The  kunbtf  of  pattCBte  Boctutes  from  six 
or  £ciea  hundred  up  to  fifteen  hnndnd;  ud  wbea  we  state  that  U  is 
■■dcr  the  GaperiDteiuleDce  of  wnch  "  ■HUBtHtng  aiiftW  u  the  SuItm 
r  C4«r^  notluDg  need  be  added  to  JHartwtBt  Ibe  iatcnal  lUMaagt- 
it  of  t^  diaritj.* 
Wa  h»Ttt  abmij  ttated  that  the  hisfaN7  at  tatOm^  dovn  to  th» 
r  «idd3e  agWt  I)  to  be  soaght  exdante);  aaoag  tha  people  of  vata 
I  «BMalee;  tt  kc«,  h  wai  not  aalQ  te  ITlfc  a^baj  that  Qttmwm^ 
L  Aaaeo,  aad  Qnat  Bntaia  bagaa  to  tda  aa  meOm  part  ia  Its  cabin- 


mcdidDe,  bat  for  that  solid  adTancement  in  anatomj  which  has  laid 
tlis  groundwork  of    rational   medicine.    The  Bchoola  of  Padua,  of 
Piwi,  of  Rome,  aud  of  Florence  will  long  be  pointed  to  aa  a  bright 
E^uj  in  our  history ;    and  ihe  oames  of    Fatlopius,  EiiGtachiaa, 
IraatioB,  Cffiaalpinns,  Fabrlcas,  Spigcliua,  Tafalius  of  Scarpa,  Mor- 
8»jni,  Maecagni,  Valsalva,  Malpighi,  Spallanzani,  and  many  other 
-'^taliaD  names  will  stand  ont  in  honorable  relief  as  long  as  medical 
history  is  written  and  read.   These  laborers,  too,  have  done  their  work 
'n  i  climate  not  more  favorable  to  anatomy  than  oors,  and  that  with- 
out the  immense  advantages  afforded  us  by  modern  chemistry  in  pre- 
^nrvJDg  bodies. 

The  mnsenm  of  the  University  of  Lonisiana  is  unrivalled  in  this 
conntry.  We  need  only  state  that,  besides  numerous  models  from  the 
^xat  artists  in  France  and  England,  we  have  duplicated  the  celebrat- 
d  eolleciion  of  the  Grand  Dnke  of  Tascany  at  the  Academy  of  Ana- 
"ttomy  in  Florence,  which  is  unsurpassed  ;  the  latter  collection  alone 
^tes  more  than  350  dissections,  representing  in  detail  the  whole  anat- 
imy  of  the  human  system,  together  with  many  illustrative  models  of 
Mmporative  anatomy. 
But  there  is  another  view  of  thu  subject  which  should  give  great 
■weight  to  the  value  of  southern  schools.  The  fact  is  well  known  that 
~^in  diseases  of  warm  and  cold  climates  dilfer  as  much  as  do  their 
4Kuna  and  flora.  It  has  been  said  that  a  young  man  should  not  go 
t^  a  medical  school  with  the  expectation  of  learning  the  practical  de- 
««ii8  of  his  profession,  but  simply  to  ground  himself  welt  in  those 
fundamental  principles  which  are  to  guide  him  in  after-life;  and  that 
*''w  kind  of  knowledge  can  only  come  with  the  routine  of  a  bed-side 
**peTience,  This  is  to  some  extent  true,  for  in  reality  a  medical  stu- 
"^nt,  after  the  ordinary  routine  of  instruction,  has  learned  little  more 
**'ftn  h^mj  to  learn;  but  it  is  absurd  to  say,  other  things  being  equal, 
**iat  there  is  not  an  advantage  in  a  southern  over  a  northern  ednca* 
*Oo,  to  those  who  are  to  practise  in  malarial  districts.  Those  pro- 
lors  who  have  been  for  twenty  or  thirty  years  treating  daily  the 
ues  of  the  south,  shoald  certainly  be  more  competent  to  instruct 
Ootiem  young  men  than  teachers  who  have  little  or  no  experience 
^ib  oor  diseases.  I  have  never  seen  a  lecture  or  essay  frooi  the  pen 
*'  a  northern  lecturer  on  remittent  yellow  fever  that  I  could  rend  half 
toroogh,  for  I  could  see  internal  evidence  at  every  step  that  be  was 
•Iking  of  things  at  second  hand,  and  about  which  he  knew  nothing. 
^  northern  lecturer  would  laugh  at  the  idea  of  a  New  Orleans  physi- 


dan  attempting  to  teach  him  anything  aboat  pDeamonift,  SO  diSert 
h  the  type  of  the  disease  in  ihe  two  latitudes. 

Still  I  woold  Bay  to  the  medical  student,  go  to  that  school  whe( 
yon  can  learn  most  anatomy,  physiology  and  pathology,  for  these  a 
the  groondworka  withoat  which  a  really  enlightened  and  praeiie 
physician  cannot  bo  made,  Dortli  or  south;  and  it  wonid  be  far  bettflj 
to  annihilate  the  medical  profession  at  once,  than  to  Gil  the  county 
with  hcenaed  quacks,  who  are  a  cnrse  instead  of  a  blessing  to  soeieqi 

If,  then.  New  Orleans  possesses  all  the  appliances  for  medical  in- 
struction in  such  extraordinary  profusion,  why,  let  me  ask,  can  she 
not  rear  up  a  medical  school,  or  schools  equal  to  any  in  America?  It 
is  not  my  desire  to  make  invidious  comparisons,  or  to  say  unkind  or 
nngenerons  things  of  other  schools.  I  shoald  despise  myself  if  I  could 
be  swayed  by  such  feelings  or  such  motives.  The  field  of  science  is  a 
Republic  equally  opeu  to  all;  and  with  the  population  of  the  United 
States  rapidly  increasing,  as  it  is,  there  will  be  room  enough,  and 
patronage  enough  for  all  those  schools  so  located  as  to  have  the  real 
snbstantial  advantages  necessary  for  medical  instrnetions.  All  that 
should  be  asked  by  a  school  is  "  day  light  and  fair  play,"  and  I  for 
one  shall  always  be  ready  to  give  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to  those 
who  pursue  science,  not  lilthy  lucre  or  false  fame,  but  who,  like  n 
of  honor,  are  willing  to  work  iu  the  cause  of  humanity,  under  t 
guidance  of  a  fair,  gentlemanly  and  scientific  spirit. 

New  Orleans  at  this  moment  affords  ample  facilities  for  instructiD^"" 
1000  medical  students;  facililies  are  increasing  yearly;    and  so  far 
from  depreciating  honest  rivalry  and  emulation,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
see  it,  for  the  great  eads  of  science  and  humanity  will  by  such  meal 
be  the  most  surely  attained. 

Why,  let  me  again  ask,  should  not  New  Orleans  become  one  of  tj 
leading  seats  of  medical  iustruction  iu  the  United  States?    There  I 
but  one  answer  to  this  question— ^^'  depmda  vprm  Ike  medical  teachert 
of  New  Orleans — their  energy,  industry,  and  fidelity  to  the  great  truM 
reposed  in  them;  if  the  schools  fail  it  will  be  from  the  indolence 
competence,  and  want  of  character  of  our  teachers. 

In    this  respect  we  may  learn  useful  lessons  from  some  of  i 
brethren  of  the  North.     I  have  spent  a  considerable  portion  of  t 
past  summer  in  Philadelphia,  the  field  of  my  early  professional  studies, 
and  I  still  feel  a  pride  in  my  alma  mater,  which  has  been  the  mother 
of  medical  science  in  America.     I  conld  not  but  admire  the  patient  ._ 
and  enlightened  industry  with  which  this  school,  with  its  worthy  ri 
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(JeRerson  School)  have  been  laboring  on  from  year  to  year  in  the 
good  caDBC.  May  they  long  preserve  the  high  poBition  which  they 
bftre  HO  nobly  earned,  and  remain  aB  beacons  to  stimulate  our  exei>- 
lions  in  the  cause  of  science. — N.  O.  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 


[We  cheerfully  transfer  to  our  colomoa  the  reply  of  Professor 
3)ick90u  to  OUT  kindly  remarks,  iu  a  late  number  of  the  Gazelle,  upoK 
%Ai  paper  on  Medical  Ethics,  which  appeared  in  the  CAarltsCon  Muf^ 
<5(i(  JoKTnat.'^ 

Uedical  EUucs  and  the  American  Medical  Gazette. 

Jfr.  Editor — May  I  ask  the  insertion  of  a  word  or  two  in  answer 
^0  Bome  Btrictures  which  have  been  made  upon  my  paper  on  Medical 
Xtliics,  published  in  the  last  number  of  your  Journal  ? 

Tlie  Able  editor  of  the  New  York  "  American  Medical  Gazette" 

^BiuTgw  my  opinions  with  "  apparent  and  palpable  inconsistency."    I 

*-kiak  Ihey  are  not  fairly  liable  to  this  imputation.    They  refer  to 

^M»eral  metiers  entirely  nnlike,  and  occupying  ground  widely  apart. 

X  (oDKider  a  moral  offence  as  a  very  different  affair  from  an  intellectnal 

^Wrof  or  absurdity;  and  while  I  would  stamp  the  former  with  an  i»- 

^9etib|e  dennaciation,  I  might  be  willing  to  overlook  or  escuse  the 

A-Wltr.     The  oases  alluded  to  in  my  brief  eeaay  are  so  dissimilar  in 

^^Ind,  not  in  degree  merely,  that  the  language  employed  is  not  in  the 

^*«tiie  tense  applicable  to  them  promiscuously.     In  morals  I  know, 

^*-nil  am  boaod  to  know,  what  Is  right  and  what  ia  wrong :  there  Xfl  an 

■•Wlible  rule  to  which  I  may  appeal.     "  Vidto  metiora  proboqut." 

^Sreo  if  I  am  forced,  with  the  ancient,  to  make  the  remorseful  con- 

^^■*ioii  "  dtleriera  sei/ttor,"  I  must  Still  pronounce  upon  all  oases  of  thia 

**atBfi>  which  come  before  me,  and  such  decision  does  not  imply  either 

^^^  pkuisaioal  arrogance  or  a  severe  and  relentless  temper  of  mind. 

'  The  editor,  intimating  the  latter  condition  as  requiring  correction, 

*  "lyi  Uiat  he  knows  of  uo  "unpardonable  sin."     Such  an  offence  il 

tinclly  •uongh  affirmed  in  sacred  things.     In  human  jurisprudenoe 

I  ire  mnny  such,    Wo  hang  men — we  imprison  them — we  fine 

y  for  unpardonable  offences.     80  much  for  ethics.     As 

tnal  misconduct,  on  the  other  hand,  having  no  right  to 

1  for  whatever  differences  of  belief  or  doctrine,  so  I 

t  em  to  speak  of  pardoning. 


But  to  reply  cato^orically  and  in  detail.  1.  An  oSender  may  have 
the  punishment  whieb  follows  hia  wrong-doing  remitted,  and  tfauB, 
and  in  this  Bonac  and  degree  only,  he  may  be  pardoned,  while  wc  still 
frown  upon  hh  criniiual  conrse.  If  we  relieye  him,  upon  his  repent- 
ance and  reformation,  from  the  special  penalty  he  baa  incurred,  we 
are  not  called  upon  specially  to  honor  or  elevate  him.  Nay,  it  is  clear 
that  ho  must  not  be  rewarded  for  hia  penitence.  With  whatever 
kindly  feelings  a  father  may  look  upon  a  prodigal  son,  all  others  would 
eitoem  it  a  dangerous  precedent  to  purchase  and  pay  for  bis  reforma- 
tion, and  bny  him  back  to  virtue.  Yet  this  aeema  to  me  precisely 
wliat  llio  Editor  Lbs  aided  to  do,  and  moinlains  to  have  been  rightly 
done  in  the  present  controverted  instance.  A  distinguished  appoinfr 
Diout  to  &  proHlablc  place  in  one  of  the  largest  and  most  respectable 
bosjutals  in  the  United  States  is  the  revard  of  merit  with  which  an 
orrinf^  brother  has  been  welcomed  back  to  the  regular  ranks  of  a  pro* 
fession  which  bad  been  dislionorcd  by  his  delinquency. 

i.  I  have  g»gg«sied  that  the  appointment  of  a  Homceopath  as  Pro- 
fessor iu  a  Medical  College  did  not  oiake  it  incumbent  on  the  members 
of  %  Faculty,  into  which  he  had  been  intruded  by  ihe  Trustees,  to 
resign.  The  cas«  is  by  no  means  a  new  one.  In  the  time-honored 
■ebool  of  Bdinbai^gb,  wfa«f%  Uoght  Calten  and  the  Jfanroes,  tb« 
Qnewici^  and  Altisoa,  w«  Sad  Prot  Hendoson,  a  cfaarapjoo  of 
>a— flftarty,  oeoapTHg  a  chair,  with  Skapsoa  and  Beanett,  Laycod 
ttd  ChtMaw  u  his  colkagon.  1  baT«  Denr  heard  it  gi 
ttat  then  wm  uj  rwsM  to  espact  «r  n^Mn  the  RSgnatian  of 
thcM  «)eva«(il  nynMKtetif**  of  mImaXc  ■ 
TInrhoU  tMrpbee^wteMlkM«.«itkibei 
Utiw  of  h^hiriiiid  pfcpkiaw  »l 

«.  tf  la»i4ghtlbMte.I<^ 
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"  equality  and  fratDroiiy."  We  repel  the  claim,  but  accord  him  a 
cold  toleration  aod  relactant  forbearance.  We  refuse  to  consalt  with 
him  for  abundant  aod  sofficient  reason,  vrithout  any  mor»l  or  social 
cODdemnatioD.  There  is  between  as  no  possible  middle  term  or  place 
for  compromise,  and  every  patient  must  select  one  of  the  two,  to  the 
absolute  rejection  and  exclusion  of  the  other. 

4,  I  have  protested  "  against  the  readiness  with  which  physicians 
sometimes  lead  themselves  io  aid  of  malicious  or  envious  prosecutions 
for  mal-practice."  I  must  have  expressed  myself  more  strongly  than 
I  intended,  to  have  conveyed  to  my  intelligent  and  conrteons  com- 
mentator the  idea  that  I  would  object,  as  he  has  phrased  it,  "  against 
all  public  censures  upon  medical  opinions  given  before  conrts  and 
jnries."  Sorely  ray  lauguage  will  not  bear  out  this  coustrnction,  I 
admit  fully  the  obligation  to  state,  when  called  upon,  an  honest  dis- 
agreement, a  plain  downright  dissent,  a  marked  espression  of  disap- 
proval. I  insist,  at  the  same  time,  upon  a  nice  and  considerate  deli- 
cwj  and  a  prudent  reserve.  My  words  are,  "  I  will  not  deny  the 
iiiij  of  interference  in  certain  anpposable  cases  which  I  must  leave  to 
»iery  man's  own  conscience  and  sentiment  of  honor;  but  I  would  in- 
wicate  the  absolute  propriety  of  the  greatest  delicacy  and  reserve  in 
tk  statement  of  opinions;  the  positive  demand  that  every  one  should 
h«  allowed  '  the  advantage  of  a  doubt,'  if  a  doubt  possibly  exists; 
■"d  how  few  cases  are  free  from  that  possibility!  But  I  do  protest 
*g»in8t  the  outcry  made  so  often  by  those  who,  having  no  opportunity 
"t  fair  and  minute  examination,  yet  join  in  clamor  and  dcnnnciation; 
"hich,  whatever  may  be  its  effect  upon  the  individual  case,  cannot 
j**!  to  be  injurions  to  the  character  and  standing  of  onr  profession." 
*"is  is  what  I  said,  and  what  I  am  prepared  to  maintain;  and  in  thia 
•*°8iHon  and  protest  I  am  confident  that  I  shall  be  supported  by  the 
^•"eat  body  of  my  professional  brethren.  I  do  not  intend,  nor  does  ray 
'Igu^e  imply  any  censure  whatever  upon  such  physicians  or  profea- 
*«  as,  thinking  and  feeling  differently,  may'prefer  to  shrink  from  con- 
^t  or  association,  in  all  forms  and  modes,  with  Homceopathists  or 
'hjamatics.  What  I  have  laid  down  is  simply  that  there  is  no  ethical 
«veo  conventional  necessity  or  obligation  upon  them  to  do  so,  and 
X  both  they  and  I  are  free  to  choose  in  the  premises. 
On  each  of  the  above  questions,  then,  I  conceive  that  the  views  I 
■*6  taken  are  tenable  and  correct,  and,  therefore,  cannot  involve  any 
B«08l8t«ncy.  Even  as  to  the  phrases  in  which  they  are  conveyed,  I 
a  nol  aware  that  I  could  make  any  change  for  the  better.    The 
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TOrd  "  conjoint"  applied  to  hospital  service  with  Homceopalhists  may 
perhaps  be  liable  to  be  miEODderstood.  Tet  it  Geems  clearly  eDougb 
annonnced  that  I  did  eot  propose  to  admit  auj  association  with  tliag 
either  iu  debate  or  action,  but  ool;  io  place  or  doty;  aad  this  an  ^ 
forced  association,  for  which  we  are  in  no  way  responsible;  sabmiss" 
to  which  I  regarded  as  a  lesaer  evil  than  evasion  of  the  contest  ^ 
coinparison  thrust  upon  us  by  ordained  and  competent  authority. 

I  am  strengthened  in  this  opinion,  io  addition  to  the  ration 
Wgameats  that  may  be  alleged  in  its  favor,  by  the  example  of  a 
honored  representatives  m  the  scUool  of  "  the  modem  Atheoa,"  ^ 
metropolis  of  Scotland. 

Very  respectfolly,  yonr  ob't  Bwv't, 


EDITOR'S   TA^BLE. 


THE   McCUNTOCK   COITEKOVEIIST. 

It  was  a  Baying  of  the  good  Cotton  Mather,  that  whenever 
performed  an  act  from  the  purest  and  most  disinterested  motives, 
Oflder  the  most  iKuevolent  impulses,  assuring  him  of  its  rectitude, 
bad  for  that  act  suffered  the  greatest  abuse  and  calumny  from  the 
TiouB  and  malignant.     Such  has  been  our  recent  experience  ;  manji 
oar  "  weak  sisters  and  female  brethren"  in  the  profession  haviiig 
billed  to  find  fault  with  us  for  our  course  m  certifying  to  the  capabilities 
ci  Dr.  McClintock  for  the  office  of  Resident  Physician  to  the  Phila- 
delphia Hospital.    We  did  so  for  reasons  satisfactory  to  ourselves, 
u  our  individual  act,  for  which  we  liold  ourselves  responsible  to  uab( 
uid  we  can  afford  to  deepise  and  defy  any  authority,  political,  ecc 
SBtical,  or  professional,  which  may  assume  Io  impugn  our  act,  or  am 
IU  at  their  tribunal.   Our  solfjustification  is  found  in  the  fact,  undi^ttt- 
Od  by  any  body,  that  our  testimony  was  tie  tr%th.     Had  we  t^rtified 
otherwise  it  wonld  have  been  false;  and  had  we  refused  to  respond  to 
tiie  appeal  made  to  us  by  authority,  it  would  have  been  cowardly,  u 
well  OS  unjust.     Hence  we  hod,  and  still  have,  the  clearest  convictioD 
of  our  judgment  and  conscience  that  we  did  right,  and  that  any  other 
course  would  have  been  wron^.    It  is  in  tliis  view  of  the  case  that  we 
bave  said  at  the  Academy,  aud  now  repeat,  that  UTider  the  same  dream- 
tta/nas,  cceteris  paribus,  we  should  do  righi  again,  irrespective  of  thfl 
"  regrets ''  or  threats  of  anybody,  and  audeterred  by  any  considerali< 
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Bf  popularity  or  policy,  and  in  ftill  view  of  all  the  clamor  whicli  has 
t)tvn  raised  on  the  subject,  coald  we  have  anticipated  such  result. 

With  this  brief  statement  we  woald  prefer  to  dismiss  the  subject,  bnt 
ftt  tlie  instance  of  several  of  our  confreres  of  the  public  press,  wfaoee 
idvicc  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  disrepard,  and  especiallj  in  view  of  the 
trroneons  and  iireleYant  matters  introduced  by  the  reporters  for  the 
BewEpapeni,  into  which  our  eoemies  have  dragged  this  pnrely  profes- 
■ional  matter,  we  have  consented  to  insert  in  this  place  a  brief  synopds 
of  the  whole  case,  excluding  all  reference  to  the  outside  iasaes,  impll- 
•ating  the  character  and  feelings  of  others,  which  have  been  improperly 
eonnt!Ct«d  with  it,  and  which  we  deplore.  Here,  then,  we  submit  aQ 
tbe  dates,  and 

PACTS  IN  A  NUTSHELL. 
Ist. — In  May,  1856,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Medici 
Afsoeiation,  held  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  Dr.  James  McClintock,  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, woa  excluded  from  that  body  for  a  violation  of  the  Code  of 
ElliicE,  he  having  been  for  two  yeaiit  preceding  engaged  iu  nostrum 
Tending,  and  advertising  nostrums,  contrary  to  our  law. 

}pcl. — Soou  after  this  act  of  discipline,  he  abandoned  all  interest  and 
ptrticipation  iti  this  quackery,  as  we  regard  it,  and  songht  to  return  to 
tliB  k'gitiroate  profe^on.  He  was  aided  in  tiiis  effort  by  many  of  bis 
old  tricnds,  who  deplored  his  fall,  and  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Bwil  ofHealth  of  his  native  city,  and  resumed  in  an  humble  way  the 
picUcB  of  his  profesaon. 

3fi— In  May,  1851,  a  vacancy  occurred  in  the  Philadelphia  Hoa- 
^l»l,  by  the  resignation  of  the  Resident  Physician.  Eueooraged  by 
Via  political  friends,  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor,  the  appointment  being 
^  tneir  gift,  Dr.  McCliutock  became  a  candidate  for  the  post,  A  for- 
"o^ilAo  opposition  was  made  to  him  by  the  medical  profession,  urging 
•Iwt  he  had  forfeited  bis  rank,  and  lost  his  statns,  by  the  act  of  the 
WWation  in  excluding  him  from  that  body.  Bat  his  political  iriendB 
Btttiuled  this  objection,  caring  nothing  about  his  relations  to  the  t'ao- 
^J.  and  only  songht  proof  that  he  was  competent  to  perform  the  dn- 
>i«  of  the  office. 

4tb. — ^Tliey  therefore  applied  to  a  number  of  gentlemen  in  the  pro- 
^OD,  st  home  and  abroad,  by  letter,  and  among  others  to  us,  distinctly 
Hiiinng  "  whether  Dr.  James  McClintock  was  qualified  by  education 
■Xl  ttperieuce  "  for  the  office  he  sought 

Sth, — We  replied,  as  truth,  justice,  and  humanity  deraaiijiled,  i 
'fitutivt;  and  this  f^om  our  personal  knowledge  of  his  acquirements. 
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Knular  teslioumiak  were  given  hj  others,  some  of  them  oar  senioa 
and  saperiora  io  the  profesBion.  AH  or  as  being  prompted  hj  the  eame 
motire,  in  extending  our  hand  to  raise  a  faileo  brother  to  a  po^doD  he 
needed  for  himself  and  family,  and  for  vhich  n-e  knew  him  to  be  well 
qualified.  Nor  did  either  of  as  dream  of  committing  oo  "iniqaity  to 
be  pnoished  bj  the  judges,"  or  cenam^  by  our  peers.  We  were  sore 
that  we  Tiolated  do  part  of  oar  Code  of  Ethica,  and  felt  that  we  were 
confonning  to  that  "golden  rule"  which  is  our  "  higher  law,"  and  which 
ioclndes  ail  Ethica  worthy  the  name. 

6tb. — Whereupon  Or.  McCiiDtock  was  chteen  by  a  nearly  onanimoas 
vote,  and  has  ever  since  been  retained  at  his  post,  giving  in  all  respects 
the  highest  satisfaction  to  the  anthorities  of  that  city  and  the  public. 

1th. — Bnt  the  "  County  Medical  Society,"  which  inclndes  the  disap- 
pointed aspirants  for  the  office  and  their  friends,  having  failed  by  public 
clamor  to  prevent  the  appointment,  resolved  upon  resenth^  it  as  an 
"  insult  to  the  profea^on  of  Philadelphia  f  and  having  fiightened  some 
of  the  signers  of  Dr.  McGlintock's  recommendations  in  their  own  city  into 
an  esprcflsion  of  "  regret,"  they  then  turned  their  attention  to  New 
Torb,  in  the  hope  of  similar  success. 

8th.— A  letter  of  complamt  was  nest  forwarded  to  the  New  York 
Academy  of  Medicine,  signed  by  a  committee  of  said  society,  reprd- 
Benting  that  the  editor  of  this  Journal,  a  "  Fellow  of  the  Academy,  and 
a  Vice  President  of  the  American  Medical  Assodation,"  had  recom- 
mended the  appointment  of  Dr.  McClintock  to  a  high  professional  po-  — 
ation  after  he  had  been  excluded  by  the  Association  from  their  fellowship.         _  _ 

9th. — Whereupon  the  Committee  on  Ethics,  to  whom  the  letter  was  ^33 
referred,  declined  to  proceed  otherwise  than  by  retnming  the  letter  to  ■— ^^ 
the  Academy,  to  decide  whether  it  could  be  received  as  a  charge,  coming^^^ 
08  it  did  from  a  distant  source  ;  which  being  decided  in  the  negatiTe.  ^^  -e 
at  their  instance  the  letter  was  read. 

10th. — After  which  diBCQSsion  was  had,  and  after  sundry  propositiaa.«:K-«}ns 
and  resolutions,  it  became  manifest  that  no  "regrets"  could  be  wrnn.«=w^Dg 
from  the  editor  of  this  Journal,  who,  in  calm  self-reiiance,  maintain^^.«=ied 
that  he  had  done  rigii,  and,  moreover,  would  do  right  a^ain,  under  t-W-^the 
like  circumstances,  irrespective  of  any  authority,  political,  profession.^ -«=3al, 
or  ecclesiastical.  As  a  dernier  resort,  a  resolution  was  adopted,  <>.  ''  w  ex- 
pressing the  "keobbts"  of  the  "tlurty-six  fellows^  who  voted  for-  "~it, 
to  learn  that  a  "  fellow  "  had  recommended  one  who  had  forfeited  ~  hfl 
rank,  &c.,  without  naming  anybody  1  These  thirty-ax  constitute  al»^Bi0uf 
one-tenth  of  tbo  Aiiu?  ■!  thdr  "regrets"  being  bbuI  toonr  "  i,      *A/. 


kfclphia  brethren,"  are  expected  to  heal  their  wounded  honor  1  The 
Bualhst  (nvocs  shonid  be  thuakfully  received,  when  our  Committee  on 
Etbica  bare  done  their  best,  and  the  Academy  their  worst. 


HEW  YORK  ACADEM7  OF  MEDICINB. 

h  addition  to  the  routiae  business  at  the  March  meeting;,  the  nsual 
inraiotoay  was  broken  in  npoa  by  two  unnsnal  items. 

Tiie  first  of  these  was  a  defence  by  Dr.  McNulty  from  an  assault 

injfe  upon  him  at  the  preyioua  meeting,  during  /tis  absence,  by  certain 

ffiembers  of  the  Committee  on  Admissions,  in  attempting  to  vindicate 

t(iKf  official  action  from  the  caustic  animad versions  of  the  gentleman. 

Er,  McSnlty  pitched  mto  the  pharisaical  pretensions  of  certain  sano- 

tunoaiona    members  of  the  committee,  by  setting  their  aina  in  order 

before  them,  both  of  omiaaion  and  commission;  repeating  his  previous 

p-lari^B,  tliat  they  had  recommended  the  most  arrant  quacks,  and  thus 

'Dtroduced  into  the  Academy  unworthy  members,  whom  he  graphically 

*Ddiiated,     He  also  repelled  sundry  personal  attacks  made  by  fellows, 

••Olh  in  and  out  of  the  Academy,  imputing  to  him  a  conspiracy  to  reT- 

^uUonize  the  ofBcers  at  the  late  election,  and  rescue  the  Academy 

™oin  the  rule  of  certain  cliques.     He  at  the  same  time  avowed  himself 

**  he  zealously  in  favor  of  reform,  and  purposed  to  favor  Toung  Physic 

**'  lien  of  old  fogyiam,  &c.     As  Dr,  McNulty  is  ardent  in  his  profession, 

•M  a  zealous  member  of  the  Academy,  he  promises  great  usefulness, 

*•  he  is  not  wheedled  into  the  service  of  some  one  of  the  cliques  or  fao- 

•aoas  of  officeseekers  mto  which  the  Academy  is  divided.    Nothing  but 

**<».nly  independence  can  protect  him  from  the  arts  which  will  be  used, 

**•  make  him  subservient  as  a  partizaa  to  certain  crafty  and  ambitious 

•^iraots  for  place ;  but  whether  they  bug  or  club  him,  they  mean  to 

*^0  luD),  aud  defeat  hia  laudable  efforts  at  reform,  which  must  be  fatal 

**  Ihedr  Influence  and  power. 

IiBl  him  beware,  then,  of  the  men  who,  being  minus  patients  or  fees, 
*'Wi  all  thoir  clamorous  pretensions,  are  ever  striving  for  the  fictitious 
**Otoriety  of  being  otDcious  in  the  Academy,  and  thus  finding  their  way 
■■^to  Ibe  newspapers.  They  fail  to  obtain  reputation  or  practice  by 
K  arU,  and  marvel  tliat  the  profession  and  the  public  lack  the  dis- 
cernment to  discover  their  merits.  But  the  people  have  a  way  of  esti- 
"^  %ling  them  for  just  what  they  are  worth,  and  hence  they  are  not 
Iwietitioners  "  in  the  sense  of  the  qualification  required  by  the  conati- 
^ttlon  for  membership,  some  of  them  not  feeliug  a  pulse  id  a  mouth. 
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Ho  will  find  the  working  members  of  the  profession  diiefly  amonf 
tfco  yonnger  class  of  his  brethren,  who  read,  study,  and  cnlfivate  the 
wiwoo  ;  and  they  are  striring:,  not  for  (^ce,  but  each  striyin^  to  excel, 
vaA  thus  qualifying  themselves  to  aecure  reputation  and  practice^  On 
Unee  be  may  depend  as  auxiliaries  in  the  refonn  he  porposeti,  and  m 
wish  bim  suceeiSB  in  restoring  the  Academy  to  its  lint  prmciple^ 
■hid)  it  has  of  late  sully  degeunated.  In  tbe  good  work  he  baa^ 
derlakcn  be  will  find  maajr  welt-widKra. 

Ite  max  bvaiooaB  wu  the  reading  of  a  bmg  letter  frMQ  the  Pti3»- 
de^iUaODwt7U«diealSoci»t3r.ooa4ilatiiia«q( Dr.  Reese.  "VkePre- 
BUMtuftbe  AiMricwiMedkal  A8SOciatk»,aadaFdlowof  the  New 
Tott  Ac*d«H!-,"  for  hartBK  ncoMiieaM  Oe  pnaeat  Jnrmbtiit  n 
«Jtecge  «r  the  nifaMlt^Ua  Ho^ital,  he  kaTt«  ben  od^ed  frn  Oa 
AnxMrtioa  for  figlati*;  the  Code  flf  BlUca.  "Ok  ktta  had  beea  n- 
Ibmd  to  the  Cn^iluee  «■  Ethics,  wha  hvl  ^nedthit  itvaB''BO 
I^HP,"  wd,  *»bc%  tkv  jvfadktiiM,  ^  iMHwiil  a  the  Acade- 
iiar,(«Sfffi«a(rthUttbeR»d.  A  hMdMrfwIiHT,  hj  anyingat 
*  fwriMK  ■«««%  Mti  BMT  whi^^  Mi  <n«i  Midr  ■!  hMd  Rtnd, 
twh  *dn>uc«  «r  the  alhoK*  flf  tk  f«r^  cMonni  wd  rated  lh>t 
|lAiMhth»ml;aBdh(KictkD»i^  AMtuBtoRfettback 
Ik  dM  Owritlw  aa  Bthn  *«  NHIK  «■  ife  pni' that  Ac;  hW 
>  ifttii  I  i^m  mil  I II  >  iiM  I  iM^i^  a  ^a 


r 
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tud  HO  "regret,"  aod  the  Pbiladelpbia  complainaiDts  wonld  bare  caaon- 
iail  13  for  LYING  in  tbcir  service.  We  did  certify,  notwitbBtandiiig  Dr. 
HcCIiahick  bad  lost  liia  status  in  the  profeBsion,  that  he  was  bj  educa- 
li'og  ud  experience  qualified  to  fill  the  office  of  Medical  and  Sorgical 
Keaident  in  an;  hospital.  No  one,  either  of  the  Philadelphia  or  the 
Nev  York  complainants,  has  denied  or  doabtcd  the  IrntA  of  our  teeti- 
nooj,  hut  only  the  ttjiaiieTiaf  of  our  spcaicing  the  truth  under  the  cir- 
OBoistanees.  Of  this  we  claim  to  be  the  sole  judge;  and  having  exer- 
umA  cinr  discretion,  and  of  our  own  sovereign  will  and  pleasure  certified 
to  llie  truth,  our  "equanimity  of  corporeality  and  intellectuality"  ]a 
Undisturbed  bjf  the  harmless  expression  of  impotent  "keorbts"  by  any 
b<idy.  From  the  ramparts  of  common  sense  we  laugh  at  such  egrcgiouft 

Our  only  "  regret "  is,  that  even  a  handfifl  of  the  Academy  of  Medi- 
Ctine  should  render  themselves  contemptible  by  such  self-stultification. 

"  Mons  partwiwnt, — ■aasatwr  ridicvlvj  MUS."  , 

The  parties  chiefly  concerned  in  this  "tempest  in  a  teapot"  were: 
SiTBt,  the  imbedie  Dr.  A.,  who  was,  once  upon  a  time,  appointed  to  the 
P^en  York  Hospital,  but  a  compulsory  resignation,  followed  by  a  necea- 
B^ary  transfer  to  the  Bloomingdale  department,  fixed  the  status  of  all 
«::=*«oamBd,  "  noa  compos  mentis,"    Second,  Dr.  B.,  the  oft-defeated  can- 
for  the  presidency,  whose  ambitions  aspirations  ever  lie  in  that  di- 
ition.  Third,  the  inevitable  Dr.  G.,  the  standing  candidate  for  City  la- 
Health  Officer,  and  every  other  paying  medical  office,  and  who 
fnr  lobbying  oJioat  the  City  Hall  and  at  Albany,  greedy  for  feeding, 
■foretime  at  the  public  crib,  and  even  tww  is  seeking  to  create  a  fat' 
/or  himself!    These,  who  are,  par  nobile  fratrum,  doctors  withoHt 
Aty  with  their  toadies,  uniting  with  the  K,  L's  and  other  cliques, 
^^'J  of  whom  have  been  criticiaed  in  the  Gazette,  make  up  the  thirty-six 
^^4o86  "  ngreta "  are  duly  chronicled  among  the  archives  of  the  Acad- 
^™*'y.     Vi?8  la  bagatelle! 


A  BITTER  prr.T.  i    BUT  DOWlf  IT  MUST  GOt 


J  t  iR  mmored  from  Philadelphia  that  the 


ilies  of  the  Block- 
Resident 
yaidan,  a  delegate  to  represent  that  Institution  at  the  next  annnal 
ling  of  the  American  Medical  Associotion,  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
'Rton,  D.C..  which  is  to  be  held  next  month. 


^  ^    Hospital  have  appointed  Dr.  James  McClintock,  theii 
"Taiwan,  a  delegate  to  represent  that  Institution  at  the  n 


Tile  following  extract  rrom  the  CoDstitatioD  will  show  the  anthor- 
tty  umler  which  this  nppoiatmeiit  is  valid,  viz.: 

"  Tkf  frafisfiofinl  staff  nf  tttry  Jutrtertd  or  mumiipal  hospital 
taining  a  kundrtii  mmates  or  mo/i,  shall  hart  the  prirUtge  of  sending 
hro  Mf gaits." 

I>r.  MeClinlock  has  only  to  "  register  Ais  tiavu  and  addrtsi,  loilh  ttit 
titk  of  tkt  instittUinn  he  rtprtsmit,"  and  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
laouts  have  no  other  discretion  than  to  report  on  his  credentiab  aa  a 
ddefptto,  and  he  becomes  a  member  of  the  body  for  one  year  by  the 
•xpre«$  prorkioa  of  tb«  Constitatioo.  We  cariy  took  occasion  to  ad.~ 
noni)4i  our  Phihidelptiia  brethren,  Cofdie,  Jew^  t  Co^  as  well  a^ 
Un  Mad-taps  of  oar  ova  AeaAtmy,  tkat  tMr  oth  daaor  nugbt  pr^^ 
CJpitatc  tUs  T«»lt;  bat. 


TVt  bare  aow  placed  tlMnaehea  ii  a  t^amiaxj,  aad  wSi  be  obl^^%a^ 
«d  to  reoagant  tkv  **  tiylM  — bt>  *  wdnr  eqad  oa  Ikefl^^^ 
•(  Ik*  AssMfatiM,  tf  tte  aalMiaKy  Ih^  ine  Mi^iBy  gnca  bbn  dk^  ,^ 
■MnaArUa  frmm  iitm  fom,  waA  cnKaiaftca  &■■  <£  bJn^^  ^ 
Wailimua.  HtF«S,««^ipiK,aahraapnDch«tiftBekts^bHt, 
aMlVlK4wn,liha9«iM4^««««Hp«f  dM«  «l»bMcbeec^  ^ 


i 


"  7  ""  «lllon  of  "'^  ,  He  ..j, ,  ""»  «■  resrani  to  ,1, 

'"•ItecoBdoclof  n'  ,.    ''°™"'<  been  „ 

^'«9' »  on  o„"I  *f  >»™ecom„i,A°' *«'■!  ie  b. 
'»»»«nl,jMf    ,1    '"*'■"■  "f  tie  / 
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TAKE    NOTICE. 


Itf*  SIlouTd  ORT  next  number  he  delated  a  few  days,  onr  readers  vill 
DndnrMtiiiid  tlio  cause,  viz.,  a  purpose  to  insert  the  proceedings  oF  the 
American  Mmiical  AssociBtioQ,  wLich  will  be  in  sesaoa  at  Washington, 
D.O.,  during  the  first  week  in  May. 


^KB  nmnTnAT.  COMBtBHCEBIEEITB 

of  our  1h(w  collffies  have  ^(s^entIy  been  held.  At  the  New  York 
Metl^ctil  CoHpRe,  the  vat«iictory  was  prooQunced  by  Dr.  B.  F.  B«liier, 
l\uft«sar  of  Obstratrics.  and  was  ut  aUe  and  sfiproisiate  diecoone. 
IVi  dvgRM  «^«  coofeRed  by  Dr.  Hwace  OieoK,  President  of  the 
IVttltv,  on  lUrt7>t)ur«e  eaaAdates. 

At  Um  Uninnitj  School,  the  addrcn  waadefi««nd  faf  Dr.  G.  S. 
Bnlftvd.  (Iw  Pn««orortHsle«ric^aBd«tthM«hcuditlq^yeo»     — 
whhInL   IltMAWeapaUifikedallwglfcblfaeSwdarHctaU.   Cban- -..^^^ 
orikv  F^ci«(  oMfefn4  iW  dflHMs  tfm  in  ylnnu. 

TW  tN>Scjr»  vV  P*>Tam»»  — "^  OmgtvmJBmwnAr  the  p»wi^T»--^-- 
o(  Dc  TVmbm  i\vik,  «V>  tmtunA  iW  4(|!ra»  «riL  D.  <■  SAT^lm^i;;^^ 


•"  "•  some  ».. "       °  "•«  »ii,„,d  ,„'    '  "•  P"ties  „„  .,    " 


since 
aitj-, 

hig 

for,. 

There 


iliift 


W«.  «l  the  N,.  r  ™"'"°«  '  =»»r.e  of  „      , 

»'W  .ITord,  ..d„ t        •  """"  FWIo  »  k       ■"■e'iSc.l 

«"™l.p..l.;  ,0,1  '" ''"'"«  of  elhS?'^'  ^«™»«ar 

■  *!■  .C;    ™°;"'  '"'«'»»  .      otr '■T''~»'i 

B'"""  »f  POril,  .  r     '•  '»''  •'<!  loo  r„        """'"'oo,  „. 

'><'«.Mo„n:T''""""-«* 


242 


THE    AUEBIOAN 


ed  operating  table,  designed  by  Dr.  Daniel  Ayres,  one  of  the  Att 
ing  Surgeons.  As  tho  table  ia  the  most  simple,  practicable,  and  com 
diouB  one  we  have  as  yet  seen,  and  as  it  commends  itself  to  the  n< 
of  every  Euigeon,  for  ordinary  office  use,  we  have  procured  for 
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readers  a  wood«at  that  will  give  an  idea  of  its  mechanica]  arrange- 
ment,. We  aoderstand  that  the  expense  of  Dr.  Ayres*  operating  table, 
ejxoouted  in  black  walnut,  does  not  exceed  twenty-tive  dollars,  and  that, 
on  accoont  of  its  ntilitj  and  cheapness,  some  of  the  mcdicai  practitioners 
of  Srookljn  have  already  introduced  it  into  their  offices. 


IiONQ  ISLAKD   COU^EGB  HOSPITAL 

Oor  brethren  of  Brooklyn,  L,  I.,  have  secured  the  charter  for  their 
new  hospital  and  medical  school  with  nuexampled  promptness  from 
t.be  State  Legislatore.  Already  their  hospital  is  open  ia  an  eligible 
building  on  Conrt  Street,  and  clinical  lectures  have  been  in  progress 
daring  the  winter.  They  have  a  medical  society  there  which  seems  to 
co-opemte  with  the  movement,  and  they  possess  all  the  material  for  a 
tbriving  school  of  medicine  and  surgery  in  the  "city  of  chnrches." 
They  have  our  best  wishes  for  their  soccess.  See  Dr.  Bauer's  article 
which  opens  this  number,  and  which  is  to  be  followed  by  others,  from 
'he  same  aoarce,  in  the  future  cnmbers  of  the  Gazette. 


017H  STATE  liBaiSIiATURB 
"*»0  now  nearly  done  their  worst,  for  their  days  are  numbered. 
■*■  mong  the  very  few  laws  they  have  passed,  and  the  fewer  the  better, 
"«na.tor  Brandreth  has  secured  a  charter  for  an  Eclectic  and  a  Horace- 
**F*^thie  Medical  College,  of  one  or  both  of  which  he  will  doubtless  be 
^^  President.  Onr  irregular  colleges  now  outnumber  the  rt^ulars, 
^*3  as  competition  is  the  life  of  business,  the  manufactare  of  all  sorts 
*icictors  must  thrive. 

^Ve  learu  from  Albany,  that  "  Dr.  Grfecom's  sanitary  bill,  endorsed 

y  tlie  N.  T:  Academy,  and  which  is  de«gned  to  abolish  the  oflice  of 

^*-y  Iu3pector,  and  substitute  a  snug  berth  for  himseif.in  the  shape  of 

*    Superintendent  of  Public  Health,  with  subordinate  places  for  a 

^***eo  or  two  other  hungry  doctors,  is  likely  to  be  defeated."    We  are 

^*'l^  for  it,  thoDgh  not  surprised  at  the  result,  for  Dr.  G.  is  very  un- 

'oeltj  ill  lobbying  at  Albany,  where  he  is  now  pretty  well  known.     It 

""^y  reconcile  him  to  the  loss  of  the  bill  to  know,  that  even  Lad  it 

Passed,  he  had  not  the  ghost  of  a  chance  for  the  fat  office.     As  in  his 

Police  Sargeon  appointment,  after  all  his  labor  in  fixing  the  hill,  be 

t*»»  at  bcal  only  hope  for  a  place  as  one  of  the  subalterus,  which  bis 

^uty  wonld  refuse.     We  wish  we  could  live  long  enough  to  see  the 
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time  when  Dr.  GriBcoin  would  not  he  a  caodidate  for  the  loa»ea  and 
fisbes  of  public  office. 

Til 0  repeal  of  the  "  dissection  law,"  aa  it  is  called,  althongh  strength- 
ened by  the  receat  unfortunate  affair  at  Brooklyu,  will  neTertheless 
fail;  unless  the  odium  excited  by  the  raedical  lobbying  be  transferred 
to  this  act  for  the  improvement  of  medical  science. 

BOOK    NOTICES. 


A.  OiBCOintsB  ID  oommenimtioD  ol  Ibe  53d  AnniTersar;  of  the  New  York  Hia- 
loriul  SooictT,  Mid  tbe  dcdiuttoo  of  tbe  new  edifice.  Nov.  IT,  1857.  by  Jobn 
W.  Frmcls,  M.D..  LLJ>. 

Aa  *  g«nertt)  thing,  most  men  can  in  eome  w>j  perfonn  &□/  required  work  in 
a  orcditabie  nuiDiii'i-,  but  il  ma?  be  reaeoaabi;  doabted  if  any  other  Uian  Dr. 
FnuKtB  ci>ul<l  havfl  delivered  a  disconrEe  apoa  JVrtB  Ttrk  daring  the  fail  half 
ttntmy.  coutaiaing  a  moietj  of  Ihe  Acts,  dovcIIj,  uhrest,  oraXotj,  grace,  cr 
•*«n  IvogUi  (.ftir  this  is  iSt  pofn)  wkich  ckaracteriu  Hub  anmver^aiy  di»-  — ., 
eoam.    To  tba  aanor  bom.  Dr.  Fnttck' peteoBal  RuiaueoKca  ras  back  toa^^ 
«W}  varl;  date.    As  a  bi^  be  coild  hsTC  knowa  etoj  Beted  indiridDa]  in  tb^^- 
eil]P'  for  its  Mlit«  pi^ulaUoB  was  nmck  Icn  Ikan  SOJO^  aad  as  a  Maa  hn  tit*-^ 
mrj,  pt«r««MBa],  political,  scif  tifc  Mri  caAetie  upwtiHaw  has  eaMptile^^^ 
II  [|j  nnf  II  M  \\  Hm  Mi  hi  I  afinaaialaBi  ii     nalmHB7belfcepupaBef<^~» 
«Wck  lh*7  Wtc  doM  n,  «M  «ka  kaa  kaawalte  f^maa;  jvm^mmAv^^-^ 
IktfMvMickttil  Ma  ftifiiMp.  rttw*»  «*■«!«■»"*  wtgJi  rfB 
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KBDICAL    OAZETTB. 

MISCELLANEOUS    ITEMS. 

fw/.  J.  C.  Nolt  has  already  resigned  the  chair  of  Anatomy  in  the 
DiiiTerBity  or  Louieiana,  to  which  he  was  appointed  last  year.  He 
ntarns  to  Mobile,  and  resumes  the  practice  of  hia  profession. 

l)r.  R.  W.  Gibhes  has  retired  from  the  editorial  conduct  of  the  Sonth 
Caroiinian  in  Colnmbna,  Geo.,  and  returns  to  the  practice  of  his  pro- 

Br.  Bmntt  Dowkr  has  an  able  paper  in  the  last  number  ot  tho  N. 
0.  Medical  and  Surgical  JonmaJ,  entitled  "  Critical  Researches  in 
Mbdieai  Terminology,  founded  on  the  last  edition  of  Prof.  DuQglison'a 
Medical  Lexicon."  The  exceptions  taken  to  the  work  are  numeroua 
and  forcible;  albeit,  some  of  them  may  be  deemed  hypercritical.  Ney- 
Wtiieiese,  eo  many  important  omissious  are  indicated,  ao  much  irreleyant 
*>ul  obsoletfl  matter  is  pointed  out,  and  the  defects,  errors,  and  short- 
coningB  of  the  author  are  so  freely  shown  up  by  Dr.  Dowler,  that  the 
"eit  Or  sixteenth  edition  of  the  Lexicon  will  donbtlcss  be  improved  by 
ttii»  dissection  of  a  Philadelphia  book  by  a  New  Orleans  critic. 

TSe  Amtriice/n,  Medical  Mbnth/y  annonnces  the  name  of  Lewis  H. 
Steiuer,  M.  D.,  of  Baltimore,  as  assistant  editor,  who  will  c 


P*^fe  a  valuable  acquisition  to  that  spirited  monthly.  The  last  nnm- 
™'  Contains  a  useful  paper  by  Dr.  H.  B.  Davis,  on  special  exercises  in 
'"^  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  lungs. 

'^  I*fmTuular  Journal  of  Medicine  is  now  the  only  Journal  pub- 
'•sfaeij  at  Detroit,  Mich^an,  and  is  edited  by  Professors  Moses  Gunn 
^^  A.  B.  Palmer.    The  Medical  Independent  has  ceased  to  exist. 

J>r.  J.  B.  Trask  and  D.  Wooster,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  have  is- 

^*1  the  Pacific  Medical  Journal  as  a  successor  to  the  State  Medical 

**<*rQa|_  formerly  published  by  Dr.  Morse,  at  Sacramento. 

-~^     -^^.  J.  Dickson  Bruns  is  now  the  sole  editor  of  the  Charleston  Medical 

^**roal,  one  of  our  best  exchanges.    He  is  a  thorough  scholar  and  an 

•^le  writer. 

1^  New  York  OpAl/ialmc  Hospital  have  pnblished  their  5th  annual 
r^t*ort,  by  which  we  learn  that  Dr.  Mark  Stephenson,  to  whom  this  cliar- 
^^  y    Owes  its  existence,  is  still  lectnring  weekly  during  the  winter,  and 


3  cliuiqaes  for  students,  the  proceeds  going  to  the  hospital.  Some 
*O0  palleiitu  have  been  treated  gratuitously  during  the  last  year;  so 
^t  the  institution  is  prospering. 
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The  N.  A.  Medico-ChiruTgiaU  Revkw  for  Marcli  is  an  improvei 
on  any  of  ita  predeceaaors,  and  we  congratdate  our  friends,  Profei 
Groafl  and  Richardson,  on  the  snccesa  of  then-  labors,  as  evinced  in 
number.  The  rich  variety  of  its  contents,  the  ability  of  its  reviews 
jastice  of  ita  criticisms,  the  science  and  skill  exhibited  in  ita  reports 
original  papers,  are  all  worthy  of  high  eorameudntion.  We  rejoit 
the  promise  here  given  that  we  are  to  find  in  this  work  the  desideri 
so  long  sought  and  needed  in  the  periodical  literature  of  our  com 
and  which  none  of  our  Journals  have  hitherto  been  able  to  sni 
MesBTB.  Lippincott  &  Co.  are  the  publishers,  and  issue  it  in  fine  el 
192  pages  bi-montbly,  at  $b  per  annum,  in  advance.  '^m 

The  Massachusetts  Medical  Collt^  at  Boston  reports  for  thi^| 
year  fifteen  graduates.  ^| 

Prof.  N.  S.  Davis  rephea,  in  the  Chicago  Medical  Journal,  to  1 
Dickaon's  late  article  on  Bfhica  in  the  Charleston  Journal,  vindica 
his  course  in  refusing  any  "  conjoint "  partnership  with  HomoeoraQ 
hospital  service.  ^H 

Medical  Siudr^s  in  Paris. — The  number  of  medicd  stiided^| 
out  inscriptions  for  1857-8  amounts  to  901  for  the  Doctorate,  flP 
for  the  grade  of  Offidtr  de  sanle — total,  1021.  The  number  of 
inscriptions  amounts  to  158.  Last  year  the  total  was  1000,  of  wl 
126  were  new.     The  following  is  a  comparison  of  the  last  eigl 

1850 1223  ingcriplions,  429  n 

1851 1800  " 

1853 1437 

1853 1055 

1854 964 

1855 966  " 

1856 1000  " 

1857 1027 

The  Jefferson  Mtdical  Celiege  report  a  class  of  501  Btadent 
Uedical  College  of  South  Carolina  have  had  216,     These  i 
all  the  reports  of  classes  which  have  yet  reached  us.     We  h(^  hi 
next  to  publish  an  ezt«uded  and  corrected  list  of  the  classes  utd  g 

nates  for  1857-8. 

MeAual  Shidevlt  in  DuMin. — The  iininher  of  medical  a 
Dublin  who  have  entered  for  diaflectlons  during  the  presentd 
473;  to  these  m-'  t  100  attending  o 

not  disseei  o|e  number  of  n 

to  be 
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Jainal  of  Materia  Mtdita  and  Pkarnaietiik  Foraulary. — Messrs. 
l^den  &  Co.,  of  New  Lebanon,  N.  Y.,  bave  commenced  a  mosthl; 
jooniftl  nude-  this  title,  wiiich  promises  to  be  practical  and  useful. 

TIk-  An-niversary  DitcfMTse  before  the  New  York  Aeademy  of  Medi- 
cine, recently  dcbVered  by  J,  Marion  Sims,  M.  D,,  Surgeon  to  the  Wo- 
msn'a  Hospital,  on  "Silver  Sutures  in  Surgery,"  has  been  beantlfully 
^iil«3,  with  nnmeroiis  and  graphic  illustrations  made  from  original 
drawings  by  Dr.  TJiomas  Addia  Emmet,  the  Assistant  Surgeon  to  the 
suae  hospital.  It  is  from  the  press  of  Samuel  S.  and  William  Wood, 
jmbliniiers,  of  this  city. 

/V(j/.  faine,  of  the  New  York  TJniveraity,  has  just  issued  the  fourth 
riilion  of  his  truly  great  work,  "  The  Institutes  of  Medicine,"  with  an 
flubiffate  Appendix,  and  a  doulile  Index,  an  that  the  intrinsic  value  of 
^  work  is  greatly  eohaoeed.  We  hope  to  furnish  our  readers  with  a 
lore  extended  notice  hereafter.  It  is  i»?ued  from  the  press  of  Harper 
4  Brotliers,  and  makes  an  octavo  volume  of  nearly  1100  page.H.  The 
Bttdical  scholarship  and  profound  learning  which  characterize  this  Ijook, 
*id  distinguish  its  author,  are  honorable  to  the  professional  literature 
of  onr  country.  Those  who  study  their  profession  with  the  view  to 
ncel  in  aooad  the(H%tical  and  practical  knowledge  will  appreciate  the 
lifwa  of  Dr.  Paine,  and  profit  by  bis  instructions.  And  though  it  may 
'tflie  fiishion  of  the  times  to  depreciate  the  true  physiology  of  life  by 
fsilting  chemical  forces  and  phenomena  aixive  those  of  vitality,  yet 
'^is  fashion  will  soon  pa^s  away,  and  the  name  of  Dr.  Paine  will  be 
"rered  in  the  next  medical  generation,  when  sober  truth  in  science  shall 
*&ia  sapplant  the  visionary  q)eoulations  of  the  ultrarchemical  school 
'lichnow  seems  to  be  in  the  ascendant. 

A  Counterblaat  for  FufGn^ 
My  son,  each  rogue  ewhEW, 
or  the  advertising  pack. 
He's  geaerallf  a,  Jew, 

Inv&iiably  a  quauk.      PiinfA, 


^md  Vteers  of  Ikt  Legs. — A  woman  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  whose 
^intln  (eft  le^  had  been  in  a  state  of  ulceration  for  years,  with  islands 
1  itikia  here  nnd  there,  has  had  it  effectually  healed  up,  by  Mr.  Conl- 
'  *oo,1)y  wrapping  a  piece  of  linen  around  it  wet  with  a  lotion  of  the 
fBl|iliK6  of  soda,  and  a  bandage  over  all.  Mr.  Coulson  tliiuks  the 
LliDdaRiiiK  nud  rest  have  proved  as  serviceable  as  anything  else  used. 
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Errata  in  Hvitory  of  Blothky  Hospital,  in  I/ml  wumber. — On  page 
130,  line  26,  Northern  ghould  be  instead  of  "  Eastern;"  in  line  30,  in 
place  of  "North"  it  ahonld  be  Eastern;  in  line  31,  Southern  shonld  be 
instead  of  "  West ;"  and  in  line  39,  Western  should  be  in  Hen  of 
"South." 

Among  the  Gnardiaus,  on  pages  133  and  134,  the  names  of  N,  R. 
Mosele;,  M.  D.,  and  Oeo,  H.  Hatin,  M.  D,,  should  appear  instead  of 
"  N,  R.  Mosley"  and  "  Geo.  Husin." 


BX1CGZFT8  for  lBS7-fl,  for  SubBcription  to  Oazette. 

Dra.  SkiltOE,  Tajlor,  iJ.  Smith,  Slilwell,  Hanney,  Joues,  Moalej,  Armab?,  Van 
TCrp,  Glodrat,  A.  S.  Hnll,  Drake.  Selden,  Baaer,  Jumleaon,  A.  Bmitli,  Fibber, 
Prankel,  Prgenabarger,  J.  Davis,  Noyea,  Mitchell,  Wnterhnry,  Darnall.  Been,  of . 
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Contrlbatlons  to  Operative  Surgery  &  Snrgical  Pathology, 


This  work  will  be  publiabcd  in  a  seriea  of  NumbcrB,  to  be  issued  qasrterlj. 
Ea^i  Number,  of  qaarto  size,  will  contain  from  Forty  to  Siily  Pages  of  Letter- 
I>K-«9i,  printed  on  the  best  paper,  wilb  IlliiBtrationa  of  the  Cases  drawn  (rom 
Q^lote:  will  bn  complete  in  the  topics  It  embraces;  and  will  be  puhllBhed  intbe 
'ialloiring  order; 

KiTo.   X. 
C»8B  of  Amputation  of  the  Entire  Lower  Jaw.    Eemarks  on  Ampntation  of 
feb  «  Loffur  Jaw.    EJlephantiasis  Aiabum  Buccessrully  treated  bj  Ligatnrc  of  tba 
^F"^[DorBl  Artery,  with  ciaes. 

Case  of  E.\3ection  of  the  Entire  Ulna.  Remarks  on  Nennlgia.  with  Three 
C^fucB  BnccesBfully  treated  by  Ejection  of  tbe  Second  Branch  of  the  Fifth  Pair 
of  Nftves,  bejooi]  the  Ganglion  of  Meckel. 

KTo.    3. 

CiM  of  Heatoratioa  of  the  Entire  Upper  Lip.  Remarks  on  the  Pathology  of 
^■^iigeiiita]  DialocatioDs  of  the  Hip  Joint,  witli  illustrations. 

XtTo.   4. 

Case  of  Bisection  of  the  Entire  Radius.  Case  of  Exsectlon  of  the  Three 
"Hwet  Fonrths  of  the  same  Bone.    Kemarka  on  Osteo-aneurism,  with  a  Case. 

zo'o.  a. 

^as«  of  Ampatation  at  the  Shoulder  Joint  for  the  RcmoTal  of  a  large  OeUo- 
""^-Canecrous  Tumor  of  the  Humerus,  with  Remarks  on  Ampulatioii  at  this 
'°^t.    Case  of  Penetrating  Gnn-shot  Wound  of  the  Heart. 

^ase  of  Doable  Congeoital  Dislocation  of  the  Hip  Joint.  Remarks  on  Double 
^E**t»l  OperaUons,  with  Cases.  Remarks  on  the  Comparatlye  Merita  of  the  Par- 
''''  '&jnputationH  of  the  Foot.    Remarkson  Amputation  through  the  Ankle  Joint. 

^^QCesBfol  remoTBl  of  a  large  Fibre- cartilaginous  Tumor,  growing  ftom  the 
^*-*i  and  Seventh  Ribs,  over  the  Region  of  the  Heart.  Remarks  on  the  Treat- 
wstxx  (if  Varicose  Veins  of  the  Lower  Bxlreniities,  with  Cases.  Remarks  on  the 
CWfctiou  of  an  Arliflcial  Joint  upon  the  Lower  Jaw,  in  case  of  complete  Anchy- 

l*^  at  Ihe  Temporo* maxillary  Ajtioulation  of  One  Side. 

•  STo.    8. 

^naarki  on  (he  Operation  of  Double  Complicated  Hare  Lip,  with  Cases.  Re- 
Wb  ua  Ihe  Etiology  of  Congenital  Dislocation*  of  the  Hip  Joint.  Remark! 
«n  lb*  KetDoral  of  the  First  Dressiugs  after  Capita!  Amputations. 
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moiOAt.  oxTmrt  adyebtker. 


Oms  or  Bn^ynlod  Sftngulneous  Tumor  of  the  Neck  mioccBafully  removed,  with 
Bomarlii  uu  micA  FarmRlioni.  HeiuBrkB  □□  the  Puralent  Ophthalmia  of  large 
»nil  orowdiid  loatHutious.  Case  of  Vesico- vagi  nil  Fietnla  and  Striciure  of  the 
Va|[lnB,  with  f  ormalion  of  Two  Large  Urinary  Cftlcnli  in  the  Vagina,  behind 
tho  Strictura—SponUnaoua  Cure  of  the  Fistula. 
KTo.  XO. 
'  Two  Uhn  oT  AmpuULtloQ  at  the  Hip  Joint.  Remiuks  on  the  Anatomy  ef 
Vamoral  UeraU.  Caao  of  Epilupe;  treated  by  Tracheotomy,  and  wearing  of  a 
Tracheal  Tube,  with  Itemarks.  Remarks  on  the  Restoration  of  the  Eatiie 
Lower  Lip.  vrttli  ('aacs,  Caaea  of  AmauroEia  treated  witb  the  Pomade  de  Gon- 
dr«t  ou  Uie  Slnci|iiit 

Tb«w  Hoaben  aro  In  ooaree  of  prctwration,  sod  will  form  one  Complete 
Tahimfi,  the  Vim  of  a  Series.    The  f  ir«t  !Jamber  will  appear  in  Utreh.  185t. 

TsHMa  cr  Stinai^ftin'iox. — Eacb  Nomber,  IS  ceate.,  to  be  paid  for  on  delivoy. 
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Bi«rai«,  TWra,,  JolT  Ifl,  1867. 


Dnm  a/"  Me  f^aml^. 


CASTLETOW  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 


n  Hodigal  College.  The  SPRINO 
7;  tbe  AUTUMNAL  SESSION  OR 
montbi.    Degrees  ve  cnnfsrred 
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A.  T.  WOODWARD,  M.D.,  ReKistrar. 
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TO    THE    inEDieAIi    PROFESS] 

"  Ferruginous  Preparations." 


WoDld  call  the  atteatioo  of  PbjHicIaas  and  Drnggiste  to  tbelr  large  ai 
ol  Ferrnginoue  PrepartttionB,  protected  bj  a  coreriag  of  sogar,  ao  88  to  ws 
tbeir  kpepiog  for  any  length  ol  ticiie.  These  Sugar  Coated  Pills  or  Dragfel 
pared  by  MeserB.  Garaicr,  Lamouroux  &  Cie..  of  Paris,  are  worraated  to  cc 
the  exact  proportions,  and  prepared  from  the  vtry  purest  articles;  the  fi 
Ids  Bxe  a  few  of  those  we  eanfnrnvih  \a  any  quantita  at  the  lotnent  who 
price,  TiE:  Jadide  Lactate,  Hydrogen  reduced,  Manganeae  and  Iron,  Vi 
Citrate  and  Tartrate  of  irim,  sIbo  Quinine  Fina,  1  gr,  each;  all  the  can 
tloDfl  of  Hxtraei  of  Copaiba.  Cubebi  and  Iron,  Aatafattda  Pills;  all  Um 
lolds  in  granulei  of  one  Gftieth  (1-50)  of  a  grain,  Opium  PilU,  1  gr.  •  ' 
other  O.  S.  Pharm.  Pills. 


PHYSICIAPrS'  PRESCRIPTIOIVS 
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will  be  put  up  with  the  nhove  Drag^es  or  Sugar  Coated  PilU  onlj  whei 
ec(!b«d;  thus  for  abrBviatioo  S.  C.  at  the  end  of  the  pill  prescribed,  or  ill 
word  Dragcea  of  Iodide  Iron',  &a.,  Ac.,  &b.  We  have  at  the  disposal  i 
Facultj  correct  lists,  with  proportion  of  active  ingredients  in  each  Dra| 
Pill.  By  Addressing, 

DELLUC  &  CO.,  Dispensing  Apotheea: 

638  SKOASWAT,  and 
250  ronrtfa  Aveni 


TO   TH£   MEDICAL   PROFESSION 


ZTo.  800  B&OASnrAT, 

I  tten  cue;  on 
HUblialiBHBt, 

No.  6  BOWERT, 

Hnplni  lb*t.  tilth  coDiMtCDl  u^Uatt  uil  itrict  iHentloB,  h*  irfa  unit  uA 
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Bute's  Apparatus  for  Fractured  Thigh 

h  lapeclfuU?  sabmllMd  to  tbe  oiatninatiOTi  and  critictsiu  or  the  prufeasion.  II  is  > 
iMeimmUon,  which  hus  elicited  very  favorablo  comrafnt,  as  far  as  it  is  known.  It 
ku  iaa  tharoughlf  lasted  la  actual  practice,  and  baa  produced  the  most  gratifying 
II  a  remarlmbly  aimplB  in  ila  conatrnotion,  easily  applied,  comfortablE  to  tba 
ptfffil,  idipted  to  fracture  of  either  limb  and  to  patients  of  any  sise.  It  is  free  from. 
■1  UiE  oldMtioiis  to  whicb  the  ordliiBiy  Btratght  splint  la  llablu.  and  poaaeasvs  other 
tuesof  great  practical  atility.  By  it  the  counlBr-axteuding  pressure  ia  oon- 
fMlaihe  natea  and  iDbetosities  of  the  iachia.and  does  not  at  all  impinge  upon  the 
fiMUl  the  groin,  by  which  meana  one  of  the  moal  freqnenl  aouroes  of  annoyance  and 
ilobriated.  Ifo  pnrt  of  the  body  Is  conGncd  except  the  injured  litnb  and  that 
fc»Btt  It  la  Immediately  articulated,  viz.,  the  peMa;  ibna  the  cheat  is  left  entirely 
nrstnued,  and  macb  freedom  of  motion  granted  to  the  whole  upper  part  of  the 
hidf ,  lUcb  tenda  greatly  to  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  patient. 
TlicpglTia  1b  io  secured  as  not  to  be  liable  to  lateraJ  motion  or  to  aiok  la  the  bed. 
PnririciDii  also  made  for  facility  of  defecation,  thus  ensuring  the  greal<»t  jjoaslble 
*BJiMa,Bnd  preventing  the  necesBity  of  disturbing  the  patient  when  his  bowela  are 
UDoi  Qatil  the  lat  of  May,  ISbt,  numbers  of  the  profession  may  obtain  thia  appa- 
Btgximiiletein  all  its  pail9  and  nicely  packed,  by  arnding  thirty  doliara  by  mail  or 
» 111  Ibe  address  ot  J.  H.  Hobart  Surge.  B.D. ,  or  William  J.  Borge,  U.D.,  «0  Coint 
6tMt,  Brmklya.  N.  Y.,  e^t"'^  <*'^  liitnaportation  to  be  defrayed  by  the  purchaser. 
illtitlB  ibore  mentioned  dale  none  will  be  furnished  leaa  than  thirty-five  dollars,  be- 
Ww  dT  laprOTtmenla  which  have  been  made  since  tbepilcewaa  originally  announced. 
ForFiTlllcr  particulars  see  Tranaactiona  ATaerican  Medical  Aaaociatlon,  Yol.  X,  and 
■tf  ToikJooraal  of  Medicine,  May,  1857,  or  address  as  aijove. 


tTKVB  OF  SVrZIB,-rHOSrBATB  OF  IROlff, 

Ttili  iliguil  |ite|)urition  contains  Hvc  grains  of  the  sitlt  to  each  lluid  drachm  of  the 
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ORIGINAL    DEPARTMENT. 

ON  HYDRARTHROSIS  OF  THE  KNEE-JOINT. 

(A  Paper  read  before  the  Brooklyn  Medico-Chirurgical  Society.) 
By  Louis  Bauee,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  Engl., 

Attending  Surgeon  to  the  Long  Island  College  Hospital,  etc.,  etc. 

Q  ENTLEMEN — ^Thc  pathological  nature  of  hydrarthrosis  is  as  yet  an 
TiDsettled  question.  Some  authors  still  adhere  to  the  discrimination  of 
*^  acute  and  chronic  form;  whereas  others  contend,  on  the  basis  of 
pathological  anatomy,  that  if  inflammation  of  the  synovial  membrane 
^  at  all  at  the  basis  of  this  malady,  that  it  is  decidedly  and  exclusively 
*"^  lowest  degree  imaginable. 

The  term  hydrarthrosis  implies,  verbally,  water  in  a  joint,  meaning 
^'  Course  serum  of  indiflferent  chemical  constitution,  and  with  the  least 
Possible  trace  of  either  organization  or  organizable  substance. 

I^npuytren  qualifies  the  serum  obtained  from  a  delinquent,  imme- 
"'at^ly  after  execution,  as  transparent,  pinkish,  semi-gelatinous,  of  in- 
^^P^cJ  taste,  peculiar  smell,  and  a  spec.  grav.  of  1.05.  Bonnet  de- 
^cri^^g  it  as  being  pellucid,  lemon-colored,  and  thin,  coagulating  when 
^'^posed  to  either  heat  or  nitric  acid;  from  his  observation,  he  felt  in- 
^"^ed  to  identify  the  serum  in  hydrarthrosis  with  that  of  the  blood; 
*®^ite8,  hydrocele,  &c. 

Thirteen  cases  of  hydrarthrosis,  upon  which  I  performed  the  opera- 
tion of  ponction  17  times,  have  furnished  me  ample  opportunities  to 
study  the  physical  and  chemical  properties  of  the  morbid  secretion  in 
q^estloDy  and  the  following  is  a  summary  of  my  observations: 
17 
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1.  In  all  instances  the  seram  was  transparent. 

2.  When  pure,  it  presented  a  straw  color,  bat  being  incidentally 
mixed  with  blood  corpuscles,  it  assumed  a  piukish  hue. 

3.  Its  consistence  was  semi-geiatinoas,  Tarying,  hovir«yery  accordiag 
to  the  quantity;  larger  accBmnlations  of  semm  were  more  flaid  than 
smaller  ones,  which  occasionally  presented  the  appearance  of  colloid 
fluid. 

4.  Under  the  microscope,  the  serum  was  found  to  be  amo^haof ; 
not  even  epithelial  cells  could  be  noticed.  Besides  accidentally  inleiw 
mixed  blood  corpuscles,  I  noticed  a  moderate  number  of  fat  globules. 

5.  Its  chemical  reaction  was  invariably  strong  alkaline,  which  was 
even  evinced  by  a  slippery  and  soapy  feel. 

6.  Being  boiled  or  subjected  to  nitric  acid,  the  entire  fluid  most 
usually  coagulated,  so  that  the  vessel  could  be  turned  over  without  its 
contents  flowing  out. 

1.  Spec.  grav.  differed  from  1.02  to  1.12,  according  to  the  degree 
of  concentration  or  consistence. 

Frequent  efforts  have  been  made  to  investigate  the  pathological 
condition  of  the  synovial  sac  in  hydrarthron,  yet  with  very  little  suc- 
cess or  satisfaction.  Thus  Sir  Benj.  Brodie  describes  a  case,  in  which 
he  found  the  whole  synovial  membrane  of  the  knee-joint  darkened 
and  highly  vascular;  the  smaller  vessels  being  distended,  as  in  violent 
conjunctivitis.  On  the  anterior  superior  portion  of  the  joint  he  no- 
ticed deposits  of  plastic  lymph,  (fibrin.)  The  articular  cartilage  pre: 
sented  a  tendency  of  detaching  itself  from  the  condyles  of  the  femur. 
He  gives  us,  however,  no  information  as  to  the  serum,  which  in  all 
probability  contained  epithelial  cells,  inflammatory  globules,  and  fibrin 
abundantly.  From  the  description,  it  must  be  inferred  that  Sir  Ben- 
jamin's patient  suffered  from  nothing  less  than  acute  and  plastic  in- 
flammation of  the  synovial  membrane,  which  would  have  in  due  time 
brought  on  fibrous  adhesion  or  suppuration. 

Blandin^s  case  is  no  less  doubtful.  He  saw  numerous  flakes  sus- 
pended in  the  serum,  and  the  inflammation  was  particularly  intense  at 
the  large  duplicature  of  the  knee-joint  I  Dupuytren  records  a  fair  in- 
stance of  hydrarthron.  He  mentions  the  large  distention  of  the  sy- 
novial capsule  beyond  its  natural  limits,  and  4  inches  in  front  of  the 
femur.  The  lining  membrane  was  found  to  be  intumesced  and  red; 
there  were  small  vascular  eminences  of  different  extent  and  size,  from 
which  a  similar  liquid  could  be  pressed.  Bonnet's  case  bore  the  fol- 
lowing appearance:  Synovial  membrane  opaque,  slightly  thickened  and 
fibrous;  inner  surface  red,  and  numerous  bundles  of  vessels  travers- 
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faig  it,  particularly  near  and  aboat  tbs  patella;  the  covering  of  tba 
SgAmeata  crooiata  was  foand  to  be  intact.  Od  those  points,  wher* 
tbe  cafMale  wai  engorged,  the  surface  was  covered  with  psendo-in«m- 
teanea  of  new  growth,  and  on  others  adhesion  bad  been  forming.  It 
ii  not  diScalt  to  perceive  that  Bonnet  had  fallen  into  the  same  emv 
with  Sir  Beqjaraia,  confonnding  active  arthromeniD^tis  with  hjdrar- 
thr«n. 

The  best  aoateraico-pathological  research  on  this  malady,  the  pro- 
iMdon  owes  to  Bokitansky  and  Johannes  Mfiller.  According  to 
these  pathologists,  the  synovial  membrane  presents  the  appearance  of 
t*tTet,  and  under  the  ipicroscope  nnmeroas  villi  or  tubes  are  to  be 
■MS,  interweaving  dentrically  with  each  other,  (lipoma  arborescena 
Job.   :^flller.)    Those  villi  receive  ordinary  and  elastic  fibres  into 


^^  O^anizatioD,  and  contain  fat,  either  f^ee  or  encapsuled;  some- 
*•■•■  hyaline  and  cartilaginous  cells,  and  in  rare  instances  even 
"■*>*»«  elements.  Their  size  sometimes  exceeds  an  inch.  If  pressed, 
*'"  *^.«ne  liqnid  oozes  out  of  their  surface  as  contained  in  the  jdnt. 
■*-*>aljzing  the  symptoms  of  hydrarthron  clinically,  we  find  that, 
!■  Ihe  disease  commonly  commences  in  such  an  obscure  way,  that 
*^  Pa.tient  scarcely  knows  of  its  esistenee  nutil  it  has  obtained  a  cer- 
■t»in  ti^gree  of  development,  and  the  distention  of  the  joint  has  be- 
«>"^    roticeable. 

2-  Irrespective  of  the  distention  of  the  joint  by  its  serona  con- 
tola,  there  is  no  swelling,  tnmefaction,  discoloration  or  increased  lem- 
pwatore  of  the  joint  thus  affected,  or  the  adjacent  soil  parts. 

^   There  is  no  pain  of  any  acconnt,  neither  on  motion  nor  on 

*•  The  accnmulfttion  of  articular  serum  is  progressing  so  gradually, 
tint  the  capsnle  gains  time  in  yielding  to  the  pressure  from  witliin, 
tB<l  n  adapt  its  dimensions  to  the  quantity  of  fluid  present.  Thns 
Di|njtren,  others,  and  myself  have  observed  cases  in  which  the  syno- 
fitltac'had  extended  upwards  before  the  femor,  someincbes  beyond 
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and  above  its  insertion.  And  this  adaptability  of  the  synovial  mem- 
brane to  the  liquid  within  its  cavity  is  the  reason  why  roptores  of  the 
synovial  sac,  pain,  and  deformities  are  so  rare  companions  of  hydar- 
thron.  It  is,  however,  self-evident  that  all  the  motions  of  thus 
afflicted  joints  are  to  be  made  slowly,  in  order  to  give  the  serum  time 
and  chance  to  move  into  another  space  when  the  form  of  the  articular 
cavity  is  to  be  altered  by  the  motion.  When  the  knee  is  being  flexed, 
for  instance,  the  articular  fluid  can  readily  find  room  between  the  part- 
ing articular  surfaces;  when  being  extended,  it  has  to  escape  into  the 
anterior  space  of  the  capsule. 

6.  However  long  hydrarthron  may  exist,  I  have  found  neither  any 
adhesion  of  the  joint,  nor  any  ulceration  or  denuding  of  articular 
cartilage. 

6.  Nor  have  I  ever  observed  that  this  malady  causes  any  constitu- 
tional trouble  either  in  its  beginning  or  its  progress. 

Critical  analysis  of  those  facts,  elicited  by  pathological  and  chemi- 
cal observation  of  hydrarthrosis,  will  necessarily  lead  to  diflferent  in- 
ferences as  hitherto  entertained  by  sopie  eminent  surgeons.  From  the 
chemico-organic  constitution  of  the  serous  fluid  generated  in  hydrar- 
throsis, it  is  evident  that  it  can  have  no  connection  whatsoever  with 
acute  inflammation.  Except  the  alkalines  abundantly  contained  in  that 
fluid,  it  bears  the  most  perfect  similarity  with  the  serum  in  ascites, 
caused  by  mere  obstruction  of  the  abdominal  venous  circulation. 
There  is  indeed  not  one  single  element  to  be  found  that  is  pathog- 
nomonic of  inflammation.  We  arrive  at  the  same  conclusion  in 
analyzing  the  clinical  character  of  hydrarthron.  The  anatomico-patho- 
logical changes  of  the  synovial  membrane  are,  however,  of  so  peculiar 
a  nature  as  to  admit  of  a  different  interpretation.  On  one  hand  the 
varicous  distention  of  the  capillaries  remind  involuntarily  of  obstruc- 
tions in  the  circulation,  whilst  the  organic  elements  of  the  villiform 
tissue  render  an  inflammatory  process  feasible,  at  least  in  as  far  as 
the  fibrous  elements  are  concerned.  However,  these  indications  are 
exceedingly  faint,  and  as  long  as  other  fibrous  disorganizations  occur 
without  inflammation,  we  may  justly  hesitate  to  admit  it  here  in  the 
absence  of  other  corroborative  circumstances.  Without  intention  to 
advance  a  new  hypothesis,  I  may,  however,  submit  that  a  paralytic 
condition  of  the  vaso-motor  (Henle)  nerves  may  beat  the  foundation  of 
this  morbid  process.  Indeed  both  the  contusion  of  the  joint  as  remote 
cause,  and  the  anatomical  condition  of  the  synovial  membrane  in  hy- 
drarthrosis, speak  in  favor  of  this  suggestion.    At  any  rate^  the  die- 
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cossion  of  this  subject  will  have  rendered  obvioas  the  fallacy  of  acute 
hydr&rthrosis.      Against  the  supposition  of   hydrarthrosis,  on  the 
gpoand  of  chronic  inflammation  of  the  synovial  membrane,  I  should 
t&ke  no  exception,  since  the  pathological  discrimination  between  a  low 
S'^^e  of  inflammation  and  deteriorated  nutrition,  caused  by  the  pa- 
ralysis of  vaso-motor  nerves,  is  an  object  of  subtle  difficulty. 

Another  error  prevails  among  some  surgeons  as  to  the  remote  causes 

®^  tydrarthron,  represented  to  be  mostly  of  constitutional  or  rheumatic 

character.    The  observations  afforded  by  thirteen  cases  justify  my 

^^ering  from  such  suppositions.    In  twelve  cases  out  of  that  number 

the  malady  could  be  distinctly  traced  to  traumatic  causes,  and  occurred 

'^  patients  from  between  seven  to  twenty-six  years  of  age,  who  with- 

^^t  any  exception  possessed  all  the  attributes  of  good  constitutional 

'^^^Ith.    But  in  one  case,  concerning  an  Irish  laborer  of  about  forty 

J^^iH  of  age,  and  of  suspected  irregular  and  intemperate  habits,  the 

^^stitution  of  the  patient  seemed  to  be  debilitated,  and  hence  the 

^Ose  of  the  disease  obscured  and  dubious. 

-Among  the  series  of  cases  there  was  Mr. ,  a  butcher  of 

^^vr  York,  twenty  years  of  age  when  the  disease  commenced.     He 
'^B^  then,  and  is  still  of  robust  constitution  and  great  physical  strength. 
^o  lifting  a  quarter  of  beef  he  suffered  undue  torsion  of  his  left  knee- 
Plot,  which  was  followed  by  swelling  and  inconvenience  in  walking.  No 
other  cause  coald  be  made  out  in  this  instance,  and  the  disease  had  been 
of  two  years'  duration  when  the  patient  placed  himself  under  my  care, 
•toother  case  relates  to  a  little  boy  eleven  years  old,  strong  and 
i^^^ltby  looking,  who  had  passed  his  life  on  a  farm  on  the  shores  of 
^^yuga  Lake  under  very  easy  circumstances.     He  too  had  contracted 
**H  diflScnlty  by  a  fall  upon  his  knee.     The  remaining  ten  cases  are 
•Jtnost  of  the  same  description,  so  much  so,  that  the  two  already  re- 
nted may  be  accepted  as  prototypes  of  the  rest. 

From  the  causes  and  the  clinical  character  of  hydrarthrosis,  it  fol- 
lows  conclusively  that  the  disease  is  mainly,  and  perhaps  exclusively, 
•*^  idiopathic  one,  and  that  it  only  in  a  remote  way  becomes  connected 
^Uh  constitutional  complications. 

Diagnostic  discrimination  of  hydrarthrosis  of  the  knee-joint  meets 

"^th  less  difficulty  the  more  considerable  the  quantity  of  accumulated 

■Ctmn  within  the  knee-joints.     It  presents  a  fluctuating  swelling 

^ifcat  is  distinctly  limited  by  the  contours  of  the  joint,  and  more  es- 

V^cially  by  the  insertion  and  shape  of  the  synovial  sac  itself.    Where 

^IMtella  and  ligaments  do  not  flatten  the  swelling,  the  latter  is  even 
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and  convex,  more  especially  lateral  to  the  liganientum  pateltie,  ' 
patella  ilself,  anil  above  it,  The  greatest  distention  of  the  Rynovial 
membraue,  however,  is  in  the  direction  of  the  superior  cal-de-sac,  where 
the  fluctuation  is  mostly  clear  and  nnmistakable.  Sometimes  the  ayno- 
yial  cavity  conimuiiicates  with  the  bursa  below  the  tendon  of  the 
quadriceps,  and  this  communication  of  course  modifies  the  shape  of 
the  swelling.  The  integuments  are  of  natural  appearance,  aitd  no  pain 
18  evinced  on  motion  or  pressure.  The  fluctuation  may  be  clearly  as- 
cerlained,  if  the  affected  extremity  is  fully  extended,  when  the  liqaid 
occnpiea  the  anterior  portion  of  the  joint.  The  hands  may  then  be 
placed  transversely  above  and  below  the  patella,  and  alternately  A 
gentle  pressure  be  made.  Or  while  a  pressure  is  being  made  oimQl- 
taneously  by  both  hands  in  that  position,  and  the  patella  pressed  np- 
on,  the  presence  of  liquids  in  the  joint  may  he  discriminated  by 
the  resistance  the  patella  finds  in  approaching  the  bones.  Or  grraduated 
compresses  are  fastened  upon  the  joint  below  and  laterally  tothepatella, 
by  which  means  the  whole  liquid  is  driven  into  the  cul-de-sac  of  the 
Bynovial  membrane,  and  the  exploring  needle  being  introduced  will 
show  the  presence  of  liquid  in  the  joint,  though  this  wouiil  be  hardly 
required  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosis. 

From  previous  remarks,  it  follows  clearly  that  the  prognosis  of  thiB 
disease  is  by  no  means  ns  hopeless  or  dubious  as  generally  represented. 
As  long  as  the  term  hydrarthrosis  is  not  properly  deiined,  and  as  long 
aathe  latter  comprises  a  aeriesof  heterogeneous  diseases,  the  prognosis 
must  necessarily  remain  undetermined.  I  for  one  con  conceive  no 
difficulty  appertaining  to  the  snccessfu!  treatment  of  hydrarthrosis, 
for  the  disease  is  mostly  of  a  local  cliaraeter,  its  seat  admits  of  easy 
access,  and  the  remedies  appropriate  to  the  tenacity  of  the  complaint. 
Failures  frequently  recorded  must  be  collectively  ascribed  to  the  ( 
fusion  existing  as  to  the  character  of  the  disease,  and  furtliermorffg 
the  indiscriminate  and  empirical  application  of  remediei 
at  random. 

The  treatment  of  hydrarthrosis  of  the  knee-joint  is  exceedii^ 
simple,  and  resolves  itself  into  two  indications: 

1.  The  removal  of  the  serum,  and 

2.  The  re-establishment  of  the  proper  organization  and  function  of 
the  synovial  sac. 

To  attain  the  objects  in  view,  internal  and  external  remedies  have  been 
commended.  Among  the  former,  Qemelle's  treatment,  with  large  doses 
of  antimODi,  potassio-tartraa,  was  the  most  prominent,  and  he  reported 
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16  the  Academy  of  Medicine  of  Paris,  in  1840,  28  cases  treated  sttc- 

ti(8Bfallj.    Bonnet,  however,  thinks,  and  I  fully  join  in  his  opinion, 

that  the  cases  of  Gemelle  were  of  recent  date,  and  consisted  of  those 

epbemeroas  rheamatic  collections  which  are  exceedingly  frequent  in 

wme  marshy  regions  of  France,  and  which  disappear  spontaneously, 

^th  very  few  exceptions.    The  local  remedies  having  been  suggested 

^  meet  the  first  indication  are  numerous;  among  them  are  the  con- 

'tentive  bandage,  compression  with  roller  or  plaster  straps,  blistering, 

(Velpeau,)  the  application  of  ointments,  with  quicksilver,  iodine  or 

•litimomum  preparations  with  camphor,  &c.,  cold  douche,  and  in  fine, 

^tiial  and  potential  cauterization.     The  application  of  hot  iron  has 

"^n  particularly  recommended  by  Prof.  Bonnet,  and  highly  lauded 

w  its  efficacy;  yet  he  has  of  late  preferred  injections,  evincing  thus 

inclusively  that  his  confidence  in  hot  iron  has  been  sadly  shaken.    In 

^©  coarse  of  my  surgical  career  I  have  met  with  fair  chances  to  put 

^^  remedies  just  enumerated  to  a  fair  test,  yet  the  results  attained 

^y  them,  either  singly  or  collectively,  did  not  come  up  to  the  mark  of 

^tisfaction,  and  for  obvious  reasons;  for  their  modus  operandi  con- 

jointlj  presupposes  the  synovial  membrane  being  in  a  fit  condition  for 

*osorption,  which  I  think  does  not  exist.     As  the  results  of  those 

^**iedie8  depend  on  mere  chances,  and  admit  of  no  rational  calcula- 

*Ou8^  I  have  of  late  dispensed  with  them  all,  and  have  been  more  suc- 

^'^^•ful  for  it. 

Tlhe  direct  removal  of  the  serum  from  the  articular  cavity  may  be 

*J^"^^mpIi8hed  in  various  ways,  namely,  by  free  and  subcutaneous  inci- 

*^^>»i8,  and  by  puncture  of  the  synovial  sac.      Boyer  was  the  first 

ion  who  freely  entered  the  joint  with  his  knife,  in  order  to  remove 

articular  serum,  and  to  close  up  the  whole  source  of  secretion  by 

*^  JJparation.     He  treated  in  this  way  four  cases,  of  which  three  recov- 

1,  retaining  in  part  the  mobility  of  the  operated  joint;  in  the  4th 

the  sapparatiou  was  so  violent  as  to  demand  amputation. 

Beyer's  proceeding  has  been  unfairly  adjudicated  and  unjustly  dis- 

^^^'^^dited  as  hazardous  and  daring,  chiefly  on  the  ground  that  the  ex- 

P^^eore  of  articular  cavities  to  the  atmospheric  air  invariably  gives  rise 

•^  most  dangerous  and  violent  reaction,  periling  either  limb  or  life. 

however  well  this  argument  holds  with  reference  to  healthy  joints,  it 

^  entirely  inapplicable  to  affected  ones.     Numerous  observations  on 

'^%cord  tend  to  show  that  the  morbid  process  materially  diminishes  the 

^QMqptibilities  of  synovial  or  serous  membranes  for  air  or  injuries,  and 

^bal  in  many  instances  their  exposure  to  atmospheric  air  may  take 


place  with  impunity,  without  any  reaction  wbataoever.  Thun  I  re- 
member, for  instance,  an  operation  tor  orarian  cyst,  at  the  St.  Marjr'i 
Hospital,  London,  which  lasted  about  45  minutes,  during  which  timo 
the  entire  abdominal  cavity  was  exposed  to  a  cool  atmosphere.  The 
patient  in  question  died,  if  I  remember  correctly,  on  the  35lli  day 
after  the  operation,  of  internal  hajmorrhage.  whilst  no  evidence  of  iu- 
llammatioa  could  be  established.  This  and  similar  cases  Bufficientlj 
prove  the  fallacy  of  drawing  inferences  from  the  vital  character  of 
synovial  membranes  in  health  to  that  of  disease.  It  is  even  question* 
able  whether  Boyer  would  have  lost  his  patient  by  said  operation,  if 
his  diajriiosia  had  not  been  en'oneoos,  which  I  am  justified  to  suspect, 
jndging  from  his  clinical  obaervationa  on  hydrarthrosis.  The  free  in- 
cision is  decidedly  the  most  direct  remedy  for  rudica!  cure  of  hydrar- 
throsis, fulfilling  as  it  does  both  indications;  and  this  method  would 
still  command  our  consideration,  provided  wo  had  not  come  in  pos- 
session of  remedies  eqnally  efiicacions,  preserving  at  the  same  time 
the  articular  mobility. 

Subcutaneous  incision  of  the  capsule,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  re- 
lieving joints  from  their  morbid  contents,  has  been  recommended  by 
Goyrand,  of  Aix,  and,  cautiously  performed,  will  render  good  servicea. 
But  in  my  opinion  it  possesses  no  practical  advantage  over  and  abore 
the  simple  puncture.  Both  operations  are  equally  useful  in  relieving 
the  joint  from  its  serous  contents;  yet,  as  they  can  have  no  possible 
influence  upon  the  matrix  of  the  serum,  being  the  villi-formed  excree- 
cenee«  of  the  synovial  membrane,  they  are  mere  palliatives,  unless  com- 
bined with  other  remedies  or  proceedings. 

For  the  performance  of  these  operation.?,  the  greatest  care  and  pre- 
caution has  been  enjoined  by  surgical  writers,  with  reference  to  the 
hermeticol  exclusion  of  atmospheric  air,  and  justly  so,  for  its  entrance 
into  the  articular  cavity  is  likely  to  produce  a  higher  degree  of  | 
flammation  than  intended,  and  even  give  rise  to  suppuration  and  oUi 
troubles  coimectud  therewith.  But  the  means  recommended  by  sutg 
cnl  writers  are  totally  inefltcient  to  guard  against  such  an  accidc| 
A  valvular  opening  may  suffice  to  exclude  air,  after  terminating  ) 
operation,  but  it  con  decidedly  not  do  so  during  the  operation,  I 
wliilst  the  eannlu  of  the  trocar  still  couuects  the  surface  of  the  I 
with  ihe  articular  cavity. 

Nelatan  and  other  surgeons  of  note,  confess  never  to  have  si 
serum  rushing  from  the  articolnr  cavity  punctured,  but  issufng  slowly 
and  languidly.  Such  facts  render  llic  danger  obvious  in  pnncturlng 
joints  in  the  manner  hitherto  adopted. 
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In  order  positively  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  air,  it  is  necessary  to 
make  tbeseram  issae  from  the  joint  with  Telocity,  and  without  intermp- 
tion,  nntil  the  last  drop  has  been  removed.  To  accomplish  this  object, 
the  limb  should  be  brought  into  a  straight  position  previous  to  the  op- 
eration, which  has  the  advantage  in  closing  up  a  part  of  the  articular 
cavity  between  femur  and  tibia,  and  in  forcing  the  whole  contents  into 
the  anterior  space  of  the  synovial  sac.  This  can  be  mostly  done 
without  any  diflficulty,  in  as  far  as  there  are  but  rarely  retractions  of 
the  flexor  muscles,  and  never  articular  adhesions.  In  case,  however, 
an  angular  contraction  of  the  joint  should  exist,  it  should  be  removed 
previous  to  the  treatment  of  hydrarthrosis,  either  by  gradual  exten- 
don,  or,  more  expeditiously,  by  tenotomy. 

Assuming  the  extremity  is  brought  to  full  extension,  Theden's  band- 
ftge  should  be  applied  from  the  toes  upwards  to  a  point  immediately 
below  the  protuberance  of  the  tibia.  Next  graduated  compresses 
sboold  be  placed  in  the  popliteal  space,  along  the  ligamentum  patellae, 
iod  the  latter  itself,  and  they  should  be  firmly  fastened  by  ascending 
idhesive  straps,  surrounding  the  whole  joint.  This  proceeding  drives 
tte  entire  liquid  into  the  cul-de-sac  of  the  synovial  membrane,  and  re- 
twns  it  there  under  great  pressure.  If  the  articular  cavity  thus  pre- 
pwed  i8  punctured  or  subcutaneously  incised,  its  coi^Jents  will  escape 
^th  such  vehemence  as  to  render  the  entrance  of  air  positively  im- 
possible. Whilst  the  liquid  is  thus  escaping  from  the  joint  a  finger 
■^uld  move  across  the  cul-de-sac  towards  the  wound,  in  order  to  close 
^  io  the  very  moment  that  the  liquid  stops  to  flow,  whilst  the  other 
Jwnd  removes  the  canula.  Such  is  the  mode  of  preparing  the  joint  I 
wve  adopted  in  my  cases,  and  I  can  state  here,  that  I  not  only  facili- 
tated the  operation  thereby,  but  rendered  the  latter  perfectly  harmless, 
^  feast  in  so  far  as  the  entrance  of  atmospheric  air  is  concerned. 

It  has  been  already  remarked  that  simple  puncture  or  simple  subcu- 
t»neou8  incision  act  but  as  palliatives  in  removing  the  articular  serum 
for  the  time  being.  As  in  hydrocele,  the  serum  soon  reaccumulates, 
^ess  other  measures  are  resorted  to,  calculated  to  prevent  relapse, 
^us  Larey  applied  moxse  after  puncture,  and  asserts  the  cure  of  an 
•Dormous  serous  collection  of  the  knee-joint  by  anchylosis,  (?)  whereas 
^''^er,  in  Lyons,  effectually  combined  compression  with  it.  In  what 
**^ner  Carrier  compresses  the  joint  I  do  not  know,  nor  am  I  at  all 
conyersant  with  Malgaigne's  proceedings,  who,  it  seems,  adopted  Car- 
'^crtplan,  without  meeting,  however,  with  the  same  satisfactory  results; 
yet  that  I  do  know,  that  by  the  compression  of  the  joint  executed  in 
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the  maoDer  described  by  means  of  graduated  compresses,  circular  ad- 
hesive straps,  and  sabseqaent  placing  of  the  effected  limb  in  a  straight 
splint,  1  have  succeeded  in  radically  caring  thirteen  cases  of  hydrar- 
throsis of  the  knee-joint.  In  ten  cases  I  punctured  but  once,  in  two 
twice,  and  in  one  three  times.  In  the  latter  three  cases  I  contented 
myself  with  the  compression  only,  without  confining  the  limb  to  the 
straight  splint,  and  perhaps  this  was  the  cause  of  the  recidives. 

In  every  instance  the  mobility  of  the  joint  has  been  preserved,  and 
the  results  have  been  thus  complete,  however  unsatisfactory  tliey 
may  have  been  in  the  hands  of  other  surgeons.  Whether  the  cases 
under  my  care  have  been  particularly  advantageous,  or  the  mode  of 
compression  I  adopted  has  influenced  the  results,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
decide  as  yet,  but  rather  reserve  my  decision  for  a  larger  scope  of  ob- 
servation. At  any  rate,  the  treatment  of  hydrarthrosis  by  punctnie 
and  compression  combined  ly,  commends  itself  to  the  consideration  of 
surgeons. 

Since  the  last  ten  years  another  proceeding  has  been  introduced  fdt 
the  treatment  of  hydrarthrosis.  The  analogy  of  hydrocele  with  hydrar- 
throsis has  induced  Bonnet  and  Velpeau  to  try  the  efficacy  of  stimula- 
ting injections  in  the  latter,  particularly  with  tincture  of  iodine,  and  the 
results  thus  accomplished  seem  to  surpass  the  most  sanguine  expectation. 
They  maintain  that  these  injections  may  be  pra<;ticed  with  impunity, 
without  danger  or  fear  of  excessive  reaction;  that  in  no  instance  suppora- 
tion  ensued,  and  that  in  most  the  mobility  of  the  joint  was  preserved. 
Other  surgeons  equally  creditable  have  not  met  with  the  same  com: 
plete  results;  Nelaton  and  others  have  related  some  instances  of  most 
violent  reaction  and  suppuration  after  the  injection  with  iodine,  and  hi 
some  amputation  had  to  be  resorted  to.  Having  had  no  personal  op- 
portunity to  observe  the  therapeutical  effects  of  injections  with  iodine 
into  joints  afflicted  with  hydrarthrosis,  I  justly  hesitate  to  offer  any 
Opinion  on  its  value,  and  its  preference  to  other  modes  of  treatment^ 
and  more  especially  to  that  of  compression  and  free  incision;  yet  t 
am  inclined  to  look  upon  compression  as  both  the  mildest  and  least 
hazardous  of  the  three,  and  it  should  therefore  be  preferred  in  reoeat 
and  minor  cases.  Should  it  repeatedly  fail,  injections  should  be  eah 
ployed,  and  in  very  obstinate  and  inveterate  cases  I  should  not  hesi- 
tate to  adopt  Boyer's  plan  of  free  incision  into  the  joint,  and  of  closiii|f 
Its  cavity  by  suppuration. 
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Case  of  Excision  of  the  Elboiv-Joiiit 

By  Daniel  Atres,  M.D.,  L.L.D., 
Surgeon  to  the  Long  Island  College  Hospital. 

A  male  child,  twenty  months  old,  was  brought  to  the  clinic  of  the 
XL#ong  Island  College  Hospital,  on  the  12th  of  December,  1857.     Its 
\m^^  elbow-joint  was  swollen  to  three  times  the  size  of  its  fellow  of  the 
ORKmte  side,  the  investing  tissues  infiltrated  with  plastic  matter  and 
€»demstou8.     The  skin  covering  the  joint  congested,  and  of  a  dark 
liapid  color;  the  parts  tender  on  handling.     A  fistulous  opening  dis- 
cliarging  pus  was  visible  an  inch  and  a  half  below  the  olecranon  pro- 
^Cfis,  and  on  the  ulnar  side  of  the  arm,  through  which  a  probe  could  be 
ft«ely  passed  into  the  joint,  disclosing  extensive  denudation  of  bone. 
The  eMd  moved  the  arm  freely,  but  not  at  the  elbow,  and  when  the 
•Tin  and  forearm  were  firmly  grasped,  and  brought  in  contact,  the  op- 
pofflng  surfaces  were  felt  grating  upon  each  other.     The  previous  his- 
tory of  the  case,  so  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  is  as  follows  : 

The  child  was  healthy  when  born,  nursed  during  the  first  few  months, 

Md  subsequently  fed;  had  very  little  trouble  during  dentition,  and  throve 

weD.   No  constitutional  cause  is  present,  nor  to  be  obtained  from  its 

pMentage,  to  account  for  the  present  malady.     Eleven  months  ago  the 

diild'g  mother  (who  is  since  dead)  fell  with  the  child  in  her  arms,  strik- 

fflg  its  left  arm  against  the  floor;  it  did  not  seem  to  be  much  injured 

*t  the  time,  but  soon  after  the  elbow  became  swollen  and  stiff,  it  was 

nibbed  with  oil  and  lard,  and  a  light  bandage  applied.     After  the  lapse 

of  fonr  months,  during  which  the  child  occasionally  suffered  considerable 

I»in,  and  had  some  fever,  a  fluctuating  tumor  appeared  in  the  position 

of  the  present  opening.     This  was  lanced  at  the  dispensary — ordered 

to  be  poulticed,  and  medicine  directed — supposed  to  be  iodide  of  potass. 

The  condition  of  the  elbow  has  since  exhibited  little  change,  but  has 

been  less  painful;  it  discharges  moderately  at  present.    The  child  sleeps 

poorly,  has  occasional  free  perspirations,  and  a  capricious  appetite.    Its 

i^BDwal  appearance  is  stunted,  its  growth  being  modified  by  a  partial 

•nest  of  nutrition,  due  to  irritation  and  constitutional  sympathy  with 

•  disease  which  is  apparently  localized. 

On  the  14th  of  December  the  child  was  admitted  as  an  in-patient, 
and  excision  of  the  joint  decided  upon;  chloroform  administered.  A 
long  incision  over  the  ulnar  side  of  the  arm,  with  another  meeting  it 
•t  right  angles  over  the  olecranon,  was  insufficient  to  expose  the  joint, 
on  acoonnt  of  the  matted  condition  of  the  tissues.    Another  parallel 
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to  the  first,  and  thus  forming  "the  H  incision,"  allowed  the  olecranc— — ^ 
to  be  readily  removed  with  the  bone  forceps.     Access  being  thus  had 
the  interior  of  the  joint,  the  head  of  the  radius  was  removed  in  a  simi 
manner.    The  distal  extremity  of  the  humerus  contained  a  carious  cavii 
at  the  junction  of  the  external  condyle  with  the  shaft  of  the  bone;  it 
removed  with  a  fine  saw,  applied  so  as  to  include  all  diseased  tissue, 
synovial  membrane  which  remained,  investing  the  ligaments,  had 
fered  degeneration,  was  gelatinous,  soft,  and  mammillated,  and 
accordingly  removed  with  curved  scissors.     The  hsemorrhage  was 
ing,  and  readily  yielded  to  the  application  of  ice,  after  which  the 
was  closed  by  suture,  plaster,  and  retentive  bandage;  the  limb 
in  a  wire  splint,  and  in  the  straight  position.     Ordered  tinct.  opii  gas.  IQ 
to  be  given,  and  repeated  every  two  hours  until  sleep  ensued. 

December  15th.     Child  slept  after  several  repetitions  of  anodjiK 
a  little  febrile  reaction  with  thirst — no  hssmorrhage. 

December  16th.     Slept  well  without  anodyne;  wound  dressed;  tu- 
midity of  joint  diminished;  wound  uniting,  and  healthy;  very  little 
suppuration;  removed  sutures. 

Bowels  moved  spontaneously;  looks  a  little  pale,  but  cheerful;  has 
taken  milk  and  crackers;  allowed  beef  tea  in  addition;  limb  gently 
flexed,  and  placed  diagonally  across  the  body. 

December  20th.  Patient  has  continued  to  improve  in  every  respect 
The  transverse  wound  is  firmly  united,  and  the  others  granulating  kindly. 
No  iu filtration  of  pus. 

Jaimary  2d.  Child  greatly  improved,  and,  according  to  the  nnraei 
better  than  it  was  for  months  before  the  operation.  No  pus  discharged 
on  pressure,  and  the  wounds  nearly  closed;  directed  daily  passive  mo- 
tion of  the  joint. 

February  1st.  The  patient  was  brought  to  the  hospital,  and  ex» 
amined.  The  angle  of  flexion  and  extension  is  almost  natural  and 
without  crepitus.  The  functions  of  rotation  and  supination  appear 
very  little  impeded.  The  child  uses  the  limb  in  conveying  food  to  its 
mouth  and  handling  its  playthings.  Very  little  difference  is  appreci- 
able in  the  comparative  length  of  the  upper  extremities,  and  the  joint 
itself  is  rapidly  assuming  its  natural  state. 

Since  finishing  this  communication,  the  axillary  glands  (which  re- 
mained tumefied  after  the  patient  was  dismissed)  have  suppurated; 
the  abscess,  on  being  opened,  discharged  healthy  pus. 

So  far  as  is  known,  the  present  appears  to  be  the  youngest  sulijeet 
upon  whom  this  operation  has  been  performed,  at  least  m  this  country. 
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ON  DR.  DICEZSON  AND  HOMCSOPATHT. 

iHi  Editok  of  thb  Mbdioal  Gazette  : 

I  have  read  with  interest  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Dickson,  of  Charles- 
in  the  last  number  of  the  Gazette,  and  regret  that  so  respectable 
physician  should  take  the  position,  "  that  the  appointment  of  a 
omoecpath  as  Professor  in  a  Medical  College  does  not  makeitincum- 
nt  on  the  members  of  a  Faculty,  into  which  he  had  been  introduced 
the  trustees,  to  resign."    His  chief  argument  in  support  of  this 
itioa  is,  "  that  the  time-honored  school  of  Edinburgh,  where  taught 
mallen,  the  Munroes,  the  Gregories,  and  Alison,  we  find  Professor 
^oderson,  a  champion  of  Homoeopathy,  occupying  a  chair  with  Simp- 
n  and  Bennet,  Laycock  and  Christison,  as  his  colleagues."    I  admit 
18  to  be  true,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  men  of  eminent 
fc»leDtg  are  not  always  exempt  from  inconsistencies — a  fact  which  these 
■prcfesgors  certainly  exemplify  in  the  present  instance.     For  the  sake 
oC  their  lucrative  professorships,  or  some  other  cause,  they  consent  to 
^te  placed  upon  an  equality  with  one  whose  system  and  teachings  they 
^^[ard  as  false  and  pernicious;  and  if  a  course  like  this,  which  puts 
^nith  and  falsehood  on  the  same  level,  has  not  a  tendency  to  lower 
4em  in  the  estimation  of  high-minded  physicians,  as  Dr.  Dickson  says 
it  has  not,  then  it  is  most  certain  that  our  profession  is  ingloriously  on 
tke  wane.     "  They  hold  their  places,"  he  says,  "  by  the  unanimous  con- 
ftDt  of  high-minded  physicians  all  over  the  world."    This  doubtless  is  his 
homt  opinion.     It  is  my  honest  opinion  that  a  very  great  majority  of 
the  high-minded   physicians  "all  over  the  world"  disapprove  their 
fowse  in  this  matter.     How  can  it  possibly  be  otherwise,  unless  consis- 
tency is  no  longer  to  be  regarded,  and  has  ceased  to  command  respect? 
Sir  John  Forbes,  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Medico- Chirurgical  Beview, 
not  only  a  high-minded,  but  a  world-renowned  physician,  in  admitting 
that  Homoeopathy  had  been  indirectly  useful,  as  the  older  farce  of  the 
weapon  ointment  undoubtedly  had,  in  teaching  physicians  to  rely  more 
on  nature,  remarks,  "  it  is  melancholy  to  be  forced  to  make  admissions 
in  faTor  of  a  system  so  utterly  false  and  despicable  as  Homoeopathy." 
His  opmion  as  to  the  course  of  these  Edinburgh  professors  may  readi- 
Ij  be  inferred.     Similar  opinions  of  high-minded  physicians  "  all  over 
the  world"  might  be  multiplied  indefinitely,  but  it  is  useless.     Does  not 
Dr.  Dickson  believe  that  if  a  Homoeopath  should  be  appointed  to  the 
chair  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,   and  his  pupils  should 
praeticaUj  carry  out  his  teachings,  that  many  would  lose  their  lives 
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from  inefficient  treatment?  He,  and  the  Edinburgh  professors  ai^' 
must  believe  this,  unless  they  regard  all  medical  treatment  as  a 
sham;  yet  the  latter  consent  that  this  teacher  shall  become  one  of 
number,  one  of  the  Faculty,  and  it  meets  Dr.  Dickson's  most  "  n 
fid  approval.^  It  is  plain  that  this  course  must  mislead  the 
cal  public,  it  being  very  natural  to  conclude  that  the  professors  of 
i^ame  college,  who  are  on  the  same  footing,  equally  teach  tme 
cal  science.  If  a  Thompsonian,  whose  system  formerly  was 
popular  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  or  a  disciple  of  any  other 
of  quackery,  wei^e  appointed  by  the  trustees,  the  principle  being 
same,  Dr.  Dickson,  to  be  consistent,  must  give  this  also  his  **  hearty 
proval.''  He  could  not  withhold  his  consent,  if  the  trustees  so 
to  be  associated  in  the  same  Faculty  with  the  followers  of  any  delosioiai^ 
whatever;  and,  indeed,  he  regards  Homoeopathy  as  one  oi  the  greatest^ 
A  course  like  this,  should  it  become  general,  would  convert  our  colrifl 
leges  into  mere  theatres  for  the  enactment  of  medical  farce,  for 
amusement  of  the  attendants.  Some  would  set  up  what  others  wot 
knock  down,  and  truth  and  falsehood  be  utterly  confounded.  Dr. 
Dickson  says  that  "  a  Homoeopath  may  be  sincere,  earnest,  trnthfnl, 
morally  tr^8two^thy  as  himself  or  any  other  man.''  This  I  grant,  bat^ 
does  he  know  any  such  ?  If  he  does,  his  experience  has  been  man 
fortunate  than  mine.  The  test  is  a  strict  adherence  under  all  circum- 
stances to  the  system.  I  have  been  cognizant  of  the  practice  of  quite 
a  number,  and  I  never  knew  but  one  that  did  so  adhere,  and  he  has 
long  since  quit  the  practice;  all  the  others,  in  bad  cases  combat  the 
enemy  with  stolen  weapons.  An  able  writer  in  the  AtlarUic  Magazine, 
in  a  notice  of  Pulte's  Homoeopathic  Practice,  says,  "  most  scientific  men 
see  through  its  deceptions  at  a  glance.  It  may  be  practiced  by  shrewd 
men,  and  by  honest  ones;  rarely  we  fear  by  those  who  are  both  shrewd 
and  honest;  as  a  physiological  experiment  on  the  weakness  of  culti- 
vated minds,  it  is  the  best  trick  of  the  century."  No,  Mr.  Editor, 
Homoeopathy  being  based  upon  a  universal  law  of  cure,  like  cures  like, 
cannot  in  any  degree  coalesce  with  any  other  system.  If  true,  no  dis- 
ease ever  was  or  ever  will  be  cured  in  any  other  manner.  There  can 
be  but  one  universal  law  of  cure,  which  of  course  admits  of  no  excep- 
tion. One  exception  proves  the  non-existence  of  any  such  law,  and 
that  Homoeopathy  is  nowhere  except  in  the  brains  of  a  few  fandftd 
or  weak-minded  men.  What  we  ask  is,  that  the  Homoeopaths  bIm^ 
honestly  and  literally  to  their  universal  law,  build  colleges  and  fband 
hospitals  of  their  own,  and  not  seek  to  intrude  themselves  into  thott 
of  the  regular  profession.  P. 
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SIilLEOTIOlSrS. 


OH  BIiOOI>-IiBTTINa  IN  PNEUMONIA. 

In  the  course  of  five  years  there  have  been  treated  at  the  Leipsic 

204  cases  of  pneumonia,  of  which  number  36  (17.06  per  ct.) 

txjded  fatally;  but  if  we  abstract  from  these  those  cases  which  were 

"Knooght  to  the  hospital  in  extremes^  and  count  only  those  which  were 

■aa  limHj)  treated  there,  there  were  then  190  cases  with  11  deaths  (11.57 

cent.)     Among  the  fatal  cases,  three  were  treated  by  bleeding,  as 

44  of  the  cases  that  recovered,  making  the  mortality  of  those 

treated  6.38  per  cent.    The  fatal  cases  were  examples  of  pneumonia 

^scDinpUcated  with  disease  of  other  organs. 

In  114  of  the  patients,  loss  of  blood  occurred  during  the  course  of 

"^Xae  pneamonia,  whether  from  local  or  general  bleeding,  epistaxis  or 

'XMBeostniation;  and  of  this  number  9  (including  the  3  treated  by  bleed- 

mjcig)  died,  i,  e.,  8.89  per  cent.    In  76  cases,  no  loss  of  blood  whatever 

^^ceoned  during  the  progress  of  the  case,  and  of  these  13  or  17.10  per 

L  dkd,  not  including  persons  brought  in  agony,  and  who  had  not  in 

been  treated  by  bleeding.    Thus  it  results  that — 1.  In  cases 

laawbich  there  was  loss  of  blood  in  general  the  mortality  was  7.89  per 

cat    2.  In  those  in  which  venesection  had  been  employed,  6.38  per 

twit    3.  In  those  in  which  a  complete  conservation  of  blood  took 

phoe,  a  mortality  of  17.10  per  cent. 

Bie  author  enters  into  an  elaborate  comparative  statement  of  the  in- 
ftoence  which  the  loss  of  blood  exerts  upon  the  time  and  termination 
of  the  fever,  and  of  the  commencement  of  the  healing  process.  Fueu- 
Booia,  he  observes,  possesst:^^,  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases,  the  peculi- 
arity of  commencing  with  very  determinate  symptoms,  (severe  chills, 
aneqiial  distribution  of  the  blood,  and  rapid  increase  of  the  objective 
temperature  of  the  trunk,)  which  are  immediately  followed  by  acute  con-  ] 

turned  fever  (incre.a8e  of  temperature,  rapidity  of  pulse,  <&c.)     In  favora-  i 

bie  cases  there  is  this  further  peculiarity,  that  at  about  the  period  of  * 

tlie  completion  of  the  exudative  process  (cessation  of  increased  dullness  \ 

on  percussion,  and  of  the  bloody  sputa)  the  febrile  symptoms  rapidly 
disappear,  the  delirium  alone  continuing  awhile  if  it  has  been  very  vio- 
lent In  this  respect  pneumonia  approaches  the  eruptive  fevers,  and 
forms  a  contrast  to  other  inflammatory  diseases,  as  abdominal  typhus, 
pleorisy,  peritonitis,  meningitis,  bronchitis,  etc.  Wishing  to  avoid  the 
Bmbignity  which  would  ensue  upon  the  adoption  of  the  word  crisis^  the 
Bothor  designates  this  passage  of  the  economy  from  a  feverish  to  a  fe- 
Tcrless  state,  defervescence.    It  is  no  accidental  occurrence,  but  a  pro- 
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cess  which  is  sometimes  rapid,  sometimes  slow,  and  may  be  complete 
incomplete,  protracted,  uninterrupted,  or  remittent.  A  rapid  defervc 
cense  is  decisive  for  the  quick  convalescence  of  the  patient;  but  wl 
cases  m  which  it  is  remittent  are  rare,  yet,  when  it  is  protracted,  unicr=:= 
terrupted,  it  is  of  bad  augury  for  the  patient,  even  when  the  disease  B^ 
slight. 

As  a  standard  for  judging  the  effects  of  therapeutical  agents  upoc  ^ 
the  period  of  defervescence,  the  professor  first  selects  thirty-two  case.^:^ 
treated  by  expectation,  and  in  which  the  exact  time  of  its  commenoe^^ 
ment  was  noted.  Taking  10  of  severe  and  10  of  the  medium  caseft/^ 
the  defervescence  commenced  at  the  seventh  or  eighth  day;  but  takiof^a 
the  entire  number,  in  adding  12  slight  cases,  it  occurred  at  the  sixth  oi^ 
seventh  day.  Judging  from  9  cases  which  came  under  his  notice,  (2  oW^  • 
menstruation  and  1  of  epitaxis,)  spontaneous  bleeding  proved  rather^ 
favorable,  as  the  improvement  dated  from  the  appearance  of 
bleeding. 

Local  without  general  bleeding  was  follower]  by  recovery  in  36  cases. 
In  26  it  was  employed  either  alone  or  in  conjunction  with  medicines, 
such  as  digitalis,  ipecacuanha,  which  exert  no  appreciable  effort  in  ex- 
pediting the  period  of  defervescence,  and  in  10  it  was  combined  with 
tartar  emetic,  which  does  exert  an  effect  of  this  kind.  Of  the  first 
series,  rapid  defervescence  took  place  in  1  slight  and  medium  cases  in 
from  the  third  to  the  sixth  day,  and  in  19  bad  cases  it  varied  froni  the 
second  to  the  ninth  day.  In  the  10  cases  of  the  second  series,  it  took 
place  from  the  third  to  the  seventh  day. 

In  39  cases,  in  which  the  commencement  of  the  disease  could  be  ac- 
curately ascertained,  venesection  was  employed.  First,  in  18  of  these 
it  was  employed  on  the  first  or  second  day.  In  10  of  these  there  was 
immediate  arrest  of  the  process;  in  2,  immediate  arrest,  with  a  some* 
what  slower  continuance  of  improvement;  in  5,  a  considerable  diminu- 
tion of  fever,  with  a  later  but  less  considerable  return,  the  fever  ceas- 
ing in  4  cases  on  the  sixth,  and  in  1  on  the  seventh  day.  In  1  no  effect 
was  produced,  improvement  following  only  after  local  bleeding.  Sec- 
ondly, in  21  the  venesection  was  performed  from  the  third  to  the  fifth 
day;  but  in  none  of  these  cases  was  bleeding  the  only  means  employed. 
The  results  obtained  even  here  contrasted  very  favorably  with  those 
obtained  by  expectative  treatment.  It  was  found  that  the  conjnnctioii 
of  tartar  emetic  hastened  the  period  of  defervescence  somewhat,  that 
of  local  bleeding  was  scarcely  of  any  effect,  while  the  addition  of  digi- 
talis was  of  no  effect  whatever. — Med.  Times  and  Gaz.,  Jane  5th,  185t; 
VirchotB^s  Archiv.,  1866. 
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VALBDICTOR7  ADDRESa 


DeliTered  March  10th,  1858»  to  the  Medical  Gradaates  of  Harvard  Univer- 
rityy  and  commanicated  to  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

By  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  M.D. 

^iNTLBMSN  OF  THE  Gbaduating  Olass — It  is  mj  grateful  dntj  to 
jon  a  few  words  in  the  name  of  the  Medical  Faculty,  under 
auspices  of  which  jou  have  just  entered  the  Medical  Profession, 
-sm  their  name  I  welcome  you  to  the  labors,  the  obligations,  the 
L^[^NU)r8and  the  rewards  which,  if  you  are  faithful,  you  may  look  for 
your  chosen  calling.  In  their  name  I  offer  you  the  hand  of  fellow- 
I,  and  call  you  henceforth  brothers.  These  elder  brethren  of  the 
great  family  repeat  to  you  the  words  of  welcome.  The  wide 
»fliunanity  of  practitioners  receives  you  in  full  communion  from  this 
^om^t.  You  are  enrolled  hereafter  on  that  long  list  of  the  Healers 
men,  which  stretches  back  unbroken  to  the  days  of  Heroes  and 
E^^DUgods,  until  its  earliest  traditions  blend  with  the  story  of  the 
^^i^or^gikest  of  the  ancient  Divinities. 

Once  MedidncB  Doctor,  always  Doctor  Medidnce.     You  can  unfrock 

^  ^igyman  and  unwed  a  husband,  but  you  can  never  put  off  the  title 

T^  have  just  won.     Trusting  that  you  will  always  cling  to  it,  as  it 

^  pUog  to  you,  I  shall  venture  to  offer  a  few  hints  which  you  may 

^  of  use  in  your  professional  career. 

The  first  counsel  I  would  offer  is  this:  Form  a  distinct  plan  for 

tfc^  including  duties  to  fulfil,  virtues  to  practice,  powers  to  develop, 

howledge  to  attain,  graces  to  acquire.     Circumstances  may  change 

joor  plan,  experience  may  show  that  it  requires  modification,  but  start 

:       with  it  as  complete  as  if  the  performance  were  sure  to  be  the  exact 

coipj  of  the  programme.    If  you  reject  this  first  piece  of  advice,  I  am 

afraid  nothing  else  I  can  say  will  be  of  service.     Some  weakness  of 

mind  or  of  moral  purpose  can  alone  account  for  your  trusting  to  im- 

poke  and  circumstances.    Nothing  else  goes  on  well  without  a  plan — 

■either  a  game  of  chess,  nor  a  campaign,  nor  a  manufacturing  or 

eommercial  enterprise;  and  do  you  think  that  you  can  play  this  game 

of  Kfe,  that  you  can  fight  this  desperate  battle,  than  you  can  organize 

lUa  m^hty  enterprise,  without  sitting  down  to  count  the  cost  and  fix 

the  pFiiid{de8  of  action  by  which  you  are  to  be  governed  7 

II  is  sot  likely  that  any  of  you  will  deliberately  lay  down  a  course 
of  actioa  pointing  to  a  low  end,  to  be  reached  by  ignoble  means.    But 
keisp  ft  few  Boble  models  before  you.    For  faithful  life-long  study  of 
18 
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science  yon  will  find  no  better  example  than  John  Honter,  ne^ 
isfied  until  he  had  the  pericardiam  of  natare  open  and  h^  heart 
bing  naked  in  his  band.  For  calm,  large,  illnmiiiated,  philos 
intellect,  hallowed  hj  every  exalted  trait  of  cliaracter,  yoa  w! 
in  vain  for  a  more  perfect  pattern  than  Haller.  Bnt  ask  your 
who  is  their  living  model,  and  if  they  all  give  you  the  same  nan 
a6k  them  why  he  is  thns  honored,  and  their  answers  will  go  far 
fornishing  the  outline  of  that  course  I  would  hope  you  may  Id; 
atid  follow. 

Let  us  look,  in  the  very  brief  space  at  our  disposal,  at  s 
those  larger  and  lesser  riileij  which  might  be  supposed  to  ei 
elements  into  the  plan  of  a  physician's  life. 

Duty  draws  the  great  circle  which  includes  all  else  within 
your  responsibility  to  the  Head  Physician  of  this  vast  pli 
ambulance,  or  travelling  hospital  which  we  call  Earth,  I  m 
little.  We  reach  the  Creator  chiefly  through  his  creatures, 
gave  the  cup  of  cold  water  to  the  disciple  gave  it  to  the  ] 
whoso  received  that  Master  received  the  Infinite  Father  who  sc 
If  performed  in  the  right  spirit,  there  is  no  higher  worship  tl 
unpurchased  service  of  the  medical  priesthood.  The  sick  m: 
tered  blessing  reaches  heaven  through  the  battered  roof  of  hi 
before  the  Te  Deum  that  reverberates  in  vast  cathedrals. 

Your  duty  as  physicians  involves  the  practice  of  every  virl 
the  shunning  of  every  vice.  But  there  are  certain  virtues  anc 
of  pre-eminent  necessity  to  the  physician,  and  certain  vices  am 
faults  against  which  he  must  be  particularly  guarded.         ' 

And  first)  of  truth.  Lying  is  the  great  temptation  to  whid 
clans  are  exposed.  Clergymen  are  expected  to  tell  such  port 
truth  as  they  think  will  be  useful.  Their  danger  is  the  suppres 
rather  than  direct  falsehood.  Lawyers  stand  in  professiot 
technical  relations  to  veracity.  Thus,  the  clerk  swears  a  wit 
tell  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  trutl 
lawyer  is  expected  to  get  out  of  the  witness  not  exactly  the  tri 
a  portion  of  the  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth — which  sni 
The  fact  that  there  are  two  lawyers  pulling  at  the  witness  in  c 
directions,  makes  it  little  better;  the  horses  pulled  different  ^ 
that  horrid  old  punishment  of  tearing  men  to  pieces;  so  mi 
worse  for  the  man.  But  this  is  an  understood  thing,  and  we 
hesitate  to  believe  a  lawyer — outside  of  the  court-room. 

The  physician,  however,  Is  not  provided  witb  a  special  lie 


MEDICAL    GAZETTE.  275: 

BBj  the  thing  which  is  not.  He  is  expected  to  know  the  trnth, 
and  to  be  ready  to  tell  it.  Yet  nothing  is  harder  Uian  for  him  alwi^si 
to  do  it^  Wh^ieTer  he  makes  an  unnecessary  risit,  he  tdls  a  lie. 
Whenever  he  writes  an  unnecessary  prescription,  he  tells  a  lie.  Itifii 
audibly  whispered  that  some  of  the  ''general  practitioners/'  as  they 
are  called  in  En^andj  who  make  their  profit  on  the  medicines  they/ 
dispense,  are  apt  to  be  too  fond  of  giving  those  which  can  be  charged 
at  a  pleasing  figure  in  their  accounts.  It  would  be  better  if  the> 
patient  were  allowed  a  certain  discount  from  his  bill  for  every  dose  he 
took,  JQSt  as  children  are  compensated  by  their  parents  for  swallowing^ 
liideoits  medicinal  mixtures. 

Air  false  pretences  whatsoever,  acted  or  spoken;  all  soperficiail 
diJEignoseSy  where  the  practitioner  does  not  know  that  he  knows,  or, 
aItU  worse,  knows:  that  he  does  not  know;  all  unwarranted  prognoses^ 
and  promises  of  cure;  all  claiming  for  treatment  tha^  which  may 
liave  been  owing  to  Nature  only;  all  shallow  excuses  for  the  resultsi 
of  bad  practice,  are  lies  and  nothing  else. 

There  is  one  safe  rule  which  I  will  venture  to  lay  down  fbfyour  guide 
ill  ev^ry  professional  act,  involvingtheimmediaterelat»)n  with  the  object 
df  your  care;^  so  plain  that  it  may  be  sneered  at  as  a  truism^  but  so 
dttenlt  to  follow  that  he  who  has  never  broken  it  deserves^  canonizing 
better  than  many,  saints  in  the  caiendar:  A  physician^  s  first  cUity  is  tit 
Mi  ftUiewt;  his  second  oidy,  to  hirmelf, 

AH  quackery  reverses  this  principle  as  its  fundamental  axiom^ 
Bt^  practitioner  who  reverses  it  is  a  quaxjk.  A  man  who.  follows  it 
>&i^  be  ignorant,  but  his  i^oraiice  will  sometimes  be  safer  than  a 
KiSsh  man's  knowledge. 

Tea  will  find  that  this  principle  will  not  only  keep  you  in  the  great 

l^^^way  of  truth,  but  that  if  it  is  ever  a  question  whether  you  must 

teaTe  that  broad  path,  it  will  serve  you  as  a  guide.     A  Me  is  a  deadly 

P^boD.    You  have  no  right  to  give  it  in  large  or  small  doses,  for  any 

Mlfiah  pmrpose  connected  with  your  profession,  any  more  than  for  other 

>^lfidi  objects.     But  as  you  administer  arsenic  or  strychnia  in  certain 

Ciett,  Without  blame;  nay,  as  it  may  be  your  duty  to  give  them  to  a 

Pilient;  ate  l^ere  not  a^o  cases  ia  which  the  moral  pokou  of  deceit 

w  rightly  employed  for  a  patient's  welfare  ?    So  many  noble-hearted 

i^d  conscientious  persons  have  scruples  about  any  infraction  of  the  ab- 

iolate  rule  of  truth,  that  I  am  willing  briefly  to  discuss  and  illustrate 

ft  qn^on  which  will  often  be  presented  to  you  hereafter. 

TbMii  in  the  abstract  is  perhaps  made  too  ninch  of,  as  c^mpSt^i  to 
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certain  other  laws  established  bj  as  high  aothority.  If  the  Creator 
made  the  tree-toad  so  like  the  moss-coTered  bark  to  which  it  clings^ 
and  the  larra  of  a  sphinx  so  like  the  elm-leaf  on  which  it  liyes,  and 
that  other  larva  so  ezqoisitelj  like  a  broken  twig,  not  only  in  color, 
bot  in  the  angle  at  which  it  stands  from  the  branch  to  which  it  holda^ 
with  the  obyioos  end  of  deceiving  their  natural  enemies,  are  not  these 
examples  which  man  may  follow  ?  The  Tibboo,  when  he  sees  his  en- 
emy in  the  distance,  shrinks  into  a  motionless  heap,  trusting  that  he 
may  be  taken  for  a  lamp  of  black  basalt,  such  as  is  frequently  met 
witii  in  his  native  desert.  The  Australian,  following  the  same  instinct^ 
crouches  in  such  form  that  he  may  be  taken  for  one  of  the  burnt 
stumps  common  in  his  forest  region.  Are  they  not  right  in  deceivii^ 
or  lying,  to  save  their  lives  ?  or  would  a  Christian  missionary  forbU 
their  saving  them  by  such  a  trick  ?  If  an  English  lady  were  ch^ised 
by  a  gang  of  murdering  and  worse  than  murdering  Sepoys,  would  she 
not  have  a  right  to  cheat  their  pursuit  by  covering  herself  with  leaveSi 
so  as  to  be  taken  for  a  heap  of  them  ?  If  you  were  starving  on  a 
wreck,  would  yon  die  of  hunger  rather  than  cheat  a  fish  out  of  the 
water  by  an  artificial  bait  ?  If  a  school-house  were  on  fire,  would 
you  get  the  children  quietly  down  stairs  under  any  convenient  pretence? 
or  tell  them  the  precise  truth,  and  so  have  a  rush  and  a  score  or  two 
of  them  crushed  to  death  in  five  minutes  7 

These  extreme  cases  test  the  question  of  the  absolute  inviolability 
of  truth.  It  seems  to  me  that  no  one  virtue  can  be  allowed  to  ex- 
clude all  others,  with  which  in  this  mortal  state  it  may  sometimes 
stand  in  opposition.  Absolute  justice  must  be  tempered  by  mercy; 
absolute  truth  by  the  law  of  self-preservation,  by  the  harmless  decdts 
of  courtesy,  by  the  excursions  of  the  imaginative  faculty,  by. the  ex- 
igencies of  human  frailty,  which  cannot  always  bear  the  truth  in  health, 
still  more  in  disease. 

Truth  is  the  breath  of  life  to  human  society.  It  is  the  food  of  the 
immortal  spirit  Yet  a  single  word  of  it  may  kill  a  man  as  suddenly 
as  a  drop  of  prussic  acid.  An  old  gentleman  was  sitting  at  taUe^ 
when  the  news  that  Napoleon  had  returned  frx>m  Elba  was  told  him. 
He  started  up,  repeated  a  line  from  a  French  play,  which  may  ba 
thus  Englished — 

The  fiital  aeeret  is  at  le&gtii  revealed, 

and  fell  senseless  in  apoplexy.    You  remember  the  story  of  the  old  mut 
who  eq[Hred  on  hearing  that  Vk  worn  wen  erowned  at  the  Olymnb 
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^{oe^.    A  worthy  inhalntant  of  a  village  in  New  Hampshire  fell  dead 
Q0  h^c^ng  that  he  was  chosen  town  clerk. 

I  t^^bink  the  physician  may,  in  extreme  cases,  deal  with  tmth  as  he 
j[oe8  ^with  food,  for  the  sake  of  his  patient's  welfare  or  existence.   He 
io9,y    'partly  or  wholly  withhold  it,  or,  under  certain  circumstances, 
I0e<£oate  it  with  the  deadly  poison  of  honest  fraud.    He  mast  often 
\oo1l  "tbe  cheerfulness  he  cannot  feel,  and  encourage  the  hope  he  can- 
not confidently  share.    He  must  sometimes  conceal  and  sometimes  dis- 
giuse  a  truth  which  it  would  be  perilous  or  fatal  to  speak  out. 

I  win  tell  you  two  stories  to  fix  these  remarks  in  your  memory. 
"Wben  I  was  a  boy,  a  grim  old  doctor  in  a  neighboring  town  was 
stnick  down  and  crushed  by  a  loaded  sledge.  He  got  up,  staggered 
A  few  paces,  fell  and  died.  He  had  been  in  attendance  upon  an  an- 
eirat  lady,  a  connection  of  my  own,  who  at  that  moment  was  lying  in 
a  most  critical  position.  The  news  of  the  accident  reached  her,  but 
not  its  fatal  character.  Presently  the  minister  of  the  parish  came  in, 
sndabrief  conversation  like  this  followed.  "  Is  the  Doctor  badly  hurt?'' 
"Tc8,  badly."  "Does  he  suffer  much  ?"  "  He  does  not;  he  is  easy." 
lod  80  the  old  gentlewoman  blessed  God  and  went  off  to  sleep,  to 
learn  the  whole  story  at  a  fitter  and  safer  moment.  I  know  the  min- 
ister was  a  man  of  truth,  ai^d  I  think  he  showed  himself  in  this  in- 
stance a  man  of  wisdom. 

Of  the  great  caution  with  which  truth  must  often  be  handled,  I  can- 
not give  you  a  better  illustration  than  the  following  from  my  own  ex- 
perience.   A  young  man,  accompanied  by  his  young  wife,  came  from 
a  distant  place,  and  sent  for  me  to  see  him  at  his  hotel.     He  wanted 
Us  chest  examined,  he  told  me.     Did  he  wish  to  be  informed  of  what 
I  might  discover  ?    He  did.     I  made  the  ante-mortem  autopsy  desir- 
ed.   Tubercles;  cavities;  disease  in  full  blast;  death  waiting  at  the 
door.    I  did  not  say  this,  of  course,  but  waited  for  his  question.     "Are 
fliere  any  tubercles  ?"  he  asked  presently.     "  Yes,  there  are."    There 
wassQence  for  a  brief  space,  and  then,  like  Esau,  he  lifted  up  his  voice 
and  wept;  he  cried  with  a  great  and  exceeding  bitter  cry,  and  then 
the  twain,  husband  and  wife,  with  loud  ulnlation  and  passionate  wring- 
iog  of  hands,  shrieked  in  wild  chorus  like  the  keeners  of  an  Irish 
fimeral,  and  would  not  be  soothed  or  comforted.    The  fool  I     He  had 
brought  a  letter  from  his  physician,  warning  me  not  to  give  an  opin- 
faNi  to  the  patient  himself,  but  to  write  it  to  him,  the  medical  adviser, 
flftd  "ttlis  letter  the  patient  had  kept  hack^  determined  to  have  my  opin- 
Ippilhili  Wjf  own  lips,  not  doubting  that  it  would  be  favorable.    In  six 
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weeks  he  was  dead,  and  I  never  questioned  that  his  omu  kUHj  and  my 
telling  him  the  naked  truth  killed  him  before  his  time. 

If  the  physician,  then,  is  ever  anthorized  to  tamper  with  tmth,  for 
the  good  of  those  whose  lives  are  intrusted  to  him,  joa  see  how  his 
moral  sense  may  become  endangered.  Plain  speaking,  with  {denty  of 
discreet  silence,  is  the  rule;  but  read  the  storj  of  the  wife  of  GseeinBia 
Peetus,  with  her  sick  husband  and  dead  child,  in  the  letters  of  iPliiq^ 
the  Younger  (Lib.  UI.,  XIY.),  and  that  of  good  King  Barid's  &itb- 
ful  wife  Hic^l,  how  she  cheated  Sanies  cut^throats  (1  Samoel,  XIX 
13,)  before  you  proclaim  that  homicide  is  always  better  than  vericide. 

If  yon  can  avoid  this  most  easily  besetting  sin  of  &lsehood,  to  whidi 
your  profession  offers  such  peculiar  temptations,  and  f<Mr  which  it  af 
fords  sach  facilities,  I  can  hardly  fear  that  the  dosely  related  virtnef 
which  cling  to  truth,  honesty,  and  fidelity  to  those  who  trust  yon,  wffl 
be  wanting  to  your  character. 

That  you  must  be  temperate,  so  that  you  can  be  masters  of  .yonr 
faculties  at  all  times;  that  you  must  be  pure,  so  that  you  shall  paai 
the  sacred  barriers  of  the  family  eircle,  open  to  you  as  to  none  other 
of  all  the  outside  world,  without  polluting  its  sanctuary  by  your  pn^r 
ence,  it  is,  I  think,  needless  for  me  to  urge. 

Charity  is  the  eminent  virtue  of  the  naedical  profession.  Show  me 
the  garret  or  the  cellar  which  its  messengers  do  not  penetarate;  tell 
me  of  the  pestilence  which  its  heroes  have  not  braved  in  their  grands 
oi  mercy;  name  to  me  the  young  practitioner  who  is  not  ready  to  be 
the  servant  of  servants  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  or  the  old  one  whose 
counsel  is  not  ready  for  him  in  his  perplexities,  and  I  will  ezpatlato 
upon  the  daims  of  a  virtue  which  I  am  content  to  leave  you  to  leant 
from  those  who  have  gone  before  you,  and  whose  footprints  yoa  will 
find  in  the  path  to  every  haunt  of  stricken  humanity. 

But  there  are  lesser  virtues,  with  their  corresponding  failings,  which 
will  bear  a  few  words  of  counsel. 

First,  then,  that  honorable  reserve  with  reference  to  the  history  of  his 
patients,  which  should  belong  to  every  practitioner.  No  high-minded 
or  even  well-bred  man  can  ever  forget  it;  yet  men  who  might  be  sop- 
posed  both  high-minded  and  well-bred  have  been  known  habitually  to 
violate  its  sacred  law.  As  a  breach  of  trust,  it  demands  the  stemeat 
sentence  which  can  be  pronounced  on  the  offence  of  a  faithleai 
agent.  As  a  mark  of  vanity  and  egotism,  there  is  nothing  more  char- 
acteristic than  to  be  always  babbling  about  one's  patients,  and  noth- 
ing brings  a  man  an  ampler  return  of  contempt  among  his  fellowi. 
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Bit  M  this  kind  of  talk  is  often  intended  to  prove  a  man's  respeo- 
tabilitj  by  showing  that  he  attends  rich  or  great  people,  and  as  this 
implies  tiiat  a  medical  man  needs  some  contact  of  the  kind  to  give  him 
podtioD,  it  breaks  the  next  rule  I  shall  give  yon,  and  mnst  be 
stigiDAtized  as  leze-majesty  toward  the  Divine  Art  of  Healing. 

Tid&nezt  mle  I  proclaim  in  no  hesitating  accents:  Respect  your  own 
fnfusion !    If  Sir  Astley  Cooper  was  ever  called  to  let  off  the  impure 
idkorfrom  the  bloated  limbs  of  George  the  Fourth,  it  was  the  King 
^t  was  honored  by  the  visit,  and  not  the  Surgeon.    If  you  do  not 
M  u  you  cross  the  millionaire's  threshold  that  your  Art  is  nobler 
MttQ  kis  palace,  the  footman  that  lets  you  in  is  your  fitting  companion, 
ttd  not  his  master.    Respect  your  profession,  and  you  will  not  chat- 
ter about  your  "patrons,"  thinking  to  guild  yourselves  by  rubbing 
•gUDSt  wealth  and  splendor.    Be  a  little  proud — it  will  not  hurt  you; 
•od  remember  that  it  depends  on  how  the  profession  bears  itself 
whether  its  members  are  peers  of  the  highest,  or  the  barely  tolerated 
operatives  of  society,  like  those  Egyptian  dissectors,  hired  to  use  their 
%Doble  implements,  and  then  chased  from  the  house  where  they  had 
exerdsed  their  craft,  followed  by  curses  and  volleys  of  stones.    The 
Father  of  your  Art  treated  with  a  Monarch  as  his  equal.    But  the 
Barber-Surgeon's  Hall  is  still  standing  in  London.    You  may  hold 
yourselves  fit  for  the  palaces  of  princes,  or  you  may  creep  back  to  the 
Hall  of  the  Barber-Surgeons,  just  as  you  like.    Richard  Wiseman^ 
who  bdiieved  that  a  rotten  old  king,  with  the  corona  Veneris  encircling 
itt  forehead  with  its  copper  diadem,  could  cure  scrofula  by  laying  his 
ftiger  on  its  subject — Richard  Wiseman,  one  of  the  lights  of  the  pro-^ 
fttioD  in  his  time,  spoke  about  giving  his  patients  over  to  his 
"servants"  to  be  dressed  after  an  operation.    We  do  not  count  the 
yoong  physician  or  the  medical  student  as  of  menial  condition,  though 
in  the  noble  humility  of  science  to  which  all  things  are  clean,  or  of 
<hat  "  entire  affection "  which,  as  Spencer  tells  us,  "  hateth  nicer 
hands,"  they  stoop  to  offices  which  the  white-gloved  waiter  would 
fbrnk  from  performing.    It  is  not  here,  certainly,  where  John  Brooks 
r-not  without  urgent  solicitations  from  lips  which  still  retain  their  im- 
]M88ioned  energy — was  taken  from  his  quiet  country  rides,  to  hold  the 
Mm  of  our  Imperial  State;  not  here,  where  Joseph  Warren  left  the 
liedBide  of  his  patients  to  fall  on  the  smoking  breastwork  of  yonder 
Mmnttt^  dragging  with  him,  as  he  fell,  the  curtain  that  hung  before 
^Aefpntfidest  drama  ever  acted  on  the  stage  of  time — not  here  that  the 
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Healer  of  men  is  to  be  looked  down  apon  from  any  pedestal  of 
or  opalence  I 

If  jon  respect  year  profession  as  yon  onght,  yon  will  respect 
honorable  practitioners  in  this  honored  calling.    And  respecting  th< 
and  yonrselves,  yon  will  beware  of  all  degrading  jealousies  and 
spise  every  unfair  art  which  may  promise  to  raise  yon  at  the  expense 
a  rival.    How  hard  it  is  not  to  nndervalne  those  who  are  hotly 
peting  with  ns  for  the  prizes  of  life  I    In  every  great  crisis  onr  instin< 
are  apt  suddenly  to  rise  upon  ns,  and  in  these  exciting  struggles 
are  liable  to  be  seized  by  that  passion  which  led  the  fiery  race-horse,  x  J 
the  height  of  a  desperate  contest,  to  catch  his  rival  with  his  teeth  0^ 
he  passed,  and  hold  him  back  from  the  goal  by  which  a  few  stride^ 
would  have  borne  him.     But  for  the  condemnation  of  this  sin  I  mast^ 
turn  you  over  to  the  tenth  commandment,  which,  in  its  last  general 
clause,  unquestionably  contains  this  special  rule  for  physicians — T%m 
shall  7iot  covert  thy  neighbor's  patients. 

You  can  hardly  cultivate  any  sturdy  root  of  virtue  but  it  will  bear 
the  leaves  and  flowers  of  some  natural  grace  or  other.  If  yon  are  al- 
ways fair  to  your  professional  brethren,  you  will  almost  of  necessity 
encourage  those  habits  of  courtesy  in  your  intercourse  with  them 
which  are  the  breathing  organs  and  the  blossoms  of  the  virtue  from 
which  they  spring. 

And  now  let  me  add  various  suggestions  relating  to  matters  of 
conduct  which  I  cannot  but  think  may  influence  your  course,  and  con- 
tribute to  your  success  and  happiness.  I  will  state  them  more  or  less 
concisely  as  they  seem  to  require,  but  I  shall  utter  them  magisterially, 
for  the  place  in  which  I  stand  allows  me  to  speak  with  a  certain  au- 
thority. 

Avoid  all  habits  that  tend  to  make  you  unwilling  to  go  whenever 
you  are  wanted  at  any  time.  No  over-feeding  or  drinking  or  nar- 
cotic must  fasten  a  ball  and  chain  to  your  ankle.  Semper  paratus  is 
the  only  motto  for  a  physician  ! 

The  necessity  of  punctuality  is  generally  well  understood  by  the  {pro- 
fession in  cities.  In  the  country  it  is  not  unusual  to  observe  a  kind  of 
testudinous  torpor  of  motion,  common  to  both  man  and  beast,  and 
which  can  hardly  fail  to  reach  the  medical  practitioner.  Punctnality 
is  so  important,  in  consultations  especially,  to  the  patient  as  well  as 
the  practitioner,  that  nothing  can  excuse  the  want  of  it — ^not  even 
having  nothing  to  do — for  the  busiest  people,  as  everybody  knows,  $xt 
the  most  punctual.    There  is  another  precept  which  I  borrow  from 
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ny  wise  Mend  and  yenerated  instructor,  the  Emeritus  Professor  of 
Theory  and  Practice;  and  you  may  be  very  sure  that  he  never  laid 
dowo  a  rale  he  did  not  keep  himself.  Endeavor  always  to  make  your 
▼isite  to  a  patient  at  the  same  regular  time,  when  he  expects  you. 
Too  will  save  him  a  great  deal  of  fretting,  and  occasionally  prevent 
bis  sending  for  your  rival  when  he  has  got  tired  of  waiting  for  you. 

Yoar  conduct  in  the  sick  room,  in  conversation  with  the  patient  or 
his  friends,  is  a  matter  of  very  great  importance  to  their  welfare  and 
to  your  own  reputation.  You  remember  the  ancient  surgical  precept 
— 2Wo,  eUo,  jucunde,  I  will  venture  to  write  a  parallel  precept  under 
it,  for  a  manner  in  which  a  medical  practitioner  shall  operate  with  his 
Umpe;  a  much  more  dangerous  instrument  than  the  scalpel  or  the 
histoiiry.  JBreviter,  suavUer,  caute.  Say  not  too  much,  speak  it  gently, 
ind  guard  it  cautiously.  Always  remember  that  words  used  before 
patients  or  their  friends  are  like  coppers  given  to  children;  you  think 
little  of  them,  but  the  children  count  them  over  and  over,  make  all  con* 
o^fsble  imaginary  uses  of  them,  and  very  likely  change  them  into 
something  or  other  which  makes  them  sick,  and  causes  you  to  be  sent 
for  to  clean  out  the  stomach  you  have  so  unwittingly  filled  with  trash; 
i  task  not  so  easy  as  it  was  to  give  them  the  means  of  filling  it. 

The  fomung  of  a  diagnosis,  the  utterance  of  a  prognosis,  and  the 
layuig  down  of  a  plan  of  treatment,  all  demand  certain  particular  cau- 
tions. You  must  learn  them  by  your  mistakes,  it  may  be  feared,  but 
ftere  are  a  few  hints  which  yon  may  not  be  the  worse  for  hearing. 

Sooner  or  later,  everybody  is  tripped  up  in  forming  a  diagnosis,  1 
Mio  Vdpeau  tie  one  of  the  carotid  arteries  for  a  supposed  a/neurisiUf 
^Mch  was  only  a  little  harmless  tumor,  and  kiU  his  patient,  Mr.  Deaset 
ofJhbUnf  was  more  fortunate  in  a  case  which  he  boldly  declared  an  ab- 
'Ottf,  while  others  thought  it  an  aneurism.  He  thrust  a  lancet  into  it 
^proved  himself  in  the  right.  Soon  after ,  he  made  a  similar  diagno- 
M.  He  thrust  in  his  lancet  as  before,  and  out  gushed  the  patient^s 
tiood  and  his  life  with  it.  The  next  morning  Mr.  Dease.  was  found 
^  and  floating  in  his  own  blood.  He  had  divided  the  femoral  artery, 
Re  same  caution  that  the  surgeon  must  exercise  in  his  examination  of  ex" 
^tnial  diseases,  the  physician  must  carry  into  all  his  physical  explorations, 
If  the  one  can  be  cheated  by  an  external  swelling,  the  other  may  be  deceiv- 
^ hf  t^n  internal  disease.  Be  very  careful;  be  very  slow)  be  very  mod- 
^  hike  presence  of  Nature.  One  special  caution  let  me  add.  If  you 
ifv  €Kr  so  accurate  in  your  physical  explorations,  do  not  rely  too  much 
sywa  jpMir  results.     Given  fifty  men  with  a  certain  fixed  amount  of  or- 
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gixmie  disease,  ttoentf  may  die,  twenty  may  linger  indefinitely,  and  ten 
may  never  know  they  have  anything  the  matter  with  them.  I  thimk  yam 
will  pardon  my  saying  that  1  have  known  something  of  the  arts  of  dired 
exploration,  though  I  wrote  a  yotUhftd  JEssay  on  them,  which,  of  course^ 
is  liable  to  be  considered  a  presumption  to  the  contrary.  I  would  noi^ 
therefore,  undervalue  them,  but  I  will  say  that  a  diagnosis  which  maps 
out  the  physical  condition  ever  so  accurately,  is,  in  a  large  proportion  of 
cases,  of  less  consequence  than  the  opinion  of  a  sensible  man  of  experienet^ 
founded  oa.the  history  of  the  disease,  though  he  has  never  seen  the  peh 
Hent. 

And  this  leads  me  to  speak  of  prognosis  and  its  fallacies.  I  have 
doomed  people,  and  seen  others  doom  them,  over  and  oyer  agaiOy  on 
,the  strength  of  physical  signs,  and  they  have  lived  in  the  most  cmi- 
tnmacions  and  scientifically  nnjostifiable  manner  as  long  as  they  liked, 
and  some  of  them  are  liying  still.  I  see  two  men  in  the  street,  yeiy 
often,  who  were  both  as  good  as  dead  in  the  opinion  of  all  who  saw 
them  in  their  extremity.  People  will  insist  on  liying,  sometimeB, 
though  manifestly  moribund.  In  Dr.  Elder's  Life  of  Kane  you  wiU 
£nd  a  case  of  this  sort,  told  by  Dr.  Kane  himself.  The  captain  of  a 
ship  was  dying  of  scurvy,  but  the  crew  mutinied,  and  he  gave  iq> 
dying  for  the  present,  to  take  care  of  them.  An  old  lady  in  this  city, 
near  her  end,  got  a  little  vexed  about  a  proposed  change  in  her  will; 
made  up  her  mind  not  to  die  just  then;  ordered  a  coach;  was  driven 
twenty  miles  to  the  house  of  a  relative,  and  lived  four  years  longer. 
Cotton  Mather  tells  some  good  stories  which  he  picked  up  in  his  ex- 
perience, or  out  of  his  books,  showing  the  unstable  equilibrium  of  pro|^ 
•nosis.  Simon  Stoi^e  was  shot  in  nine  places,  and  as  he  lay  for  dead 
the  Indians  made  two  hacks  with  a  hatchet  to  cut  his  head  off.  He 
got  well,  however,  and  was  a  lusty  fellow  in  Gotten  Mather's  time. 
Jabez  Musgrove  was  shot  with  a  bullet  that  went  in  at  his  ear  and 
came  out  at  his  eye  on  the  other  side.  A  couple  of  bullets  went 
through  his  body  also.  Jabez  got  well,  however,  and  lived  manj 
years.  Per  contra,  Colonel  Rossiter,  cracking  a  plum-stone  with  hk 
teeth,  broke  a  tooth  and  lost  his  life.  We  have  seen  physicians  dying, 
like  Spigelius,  from  a  scratch;  and  a  man  who  had  a  crowbar  shot 
4;hrough  his  head  alive  and  well.  These  extreme  cases  are  waminga. 
But  you  can  never  be  too  cautions  in  your  prognosis,  in  the  view  of 
the  great  uncertainty  of  the  course  of  any  disease  not  long  watched, 
and  the  many  unexpected  turns  it  may  take. 

I  think  I  am  not  the  first  to  utter  the  following  caution  :  Bewaie 
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h(m  JOB  tafee  ftway  hope  from  any  haman  beiog.  Nothing  is  clearer 
tbui  ikat  tbe  mercifal  €reator  in t^ndis  to  j}lind  fiiost  people  as  they 
pMB  dovra  intatbe  dark  valley.  Without  very  good  reasons,  temporal 
or  spki^oal,  m/e  sfaonld  not  wterfere  with  his  kind  arrangements.  It  is 
tiie  height  of  lemeity  and  the  extreme  of  impertinence  to  tell  y<>ur  pa- 
.tet  he  vm^  di^,  except  you  are  sure  that  he  wishes  to  know  it,  or  that 
tkereisspme  particular  cause  of  his  knowing  it.  I  should  be  especially 
mwilliog  to  tell  a  diild  that  it  cojuld  not  recover;  if  the  tiieologians 
jUmik  it  neeeasaryi  let  them  take  the  responsibility.  God  leads  it  by 
the  iu^  to  the  edge  of  the  precipice  in  happy  unconsciousness,  aiKl  I 
PDold  Qot  open  its  eyes  to  what  he  wisely  conceals. 

.flaj?iQg  settled  thec^autioas  course  to  be  pursued  in  deciding  what 
# disepe  ia,  and  what  its  conise  is  to  be;  having  considered  how  much 
tf  jov  knowledge  or  belief  is  to  be  told,  and  to  whom  it  is  to  be  im- 
lirtod,  Ae  whole  question  of  treatment  remains  to  be  reduced  to 

HJsinot  a  pleasant  thing  to  find  that  one  has  killed  a  patient  by  a 
f%  of  the  pen.  I  am  a&aid  <^r  barbarous  method  of  writing  pre- 
lenpUoDB  in  what  is  sometimes  faneifally  called  Latin,  and  with  the 
iM  astrological  sign  of  Jupiter  at  the  bead  of  them  to  bring  good 
Jl^,  may  have  helped  to  swell  the  list  of  casualties.  We  und^stand 
iiby  plants  and  minerals  should  have  technical  names,  but  I  am  much 
disposed  to  think  that  good  plain  English,  written  out  at  full  length, 
w  good  enongh  for  anybody's  use.  Why  should  I  employ  the 
lupine  of  Celsus  ?  He  commonly  used  none  but  his  own.  How- 
erer,  if  w«  must  use  a  dead  language,  and  symbols  that  are  not  only 
dead,  but  damned,  by  all  sound  theology,  let  us  be  very  careful  in 
forming  those  medical  quavers  and  semiquavers  that  stand  for  ounces 
ftod  drachms,  and  all  our  other  enlightened  hieroglyphics.  One  other 
rule  I  may  venture  to  give,  forced  upon  me  by  my  own  experience. 
After  writing  a  recipe,  make  it  an  invariable  rule  to  read  it  over,  not  me- 
chanically, but  with  all  your  faculties  wide  awake.  One  sometimes  writes 
ftfiescrqition  as  if  his  hand  were  guided  by  a  medium — automatically, 
M  the  hind  legs  of  a  water  beetle  strike  out  in  the  water  after  they 
iwe  separated  from  the  rest  of  him.  If  all  of  yon  will  follow  the  rule 
I  have  given,  sooner  or  later  some  one  among  you  will  very  probably 
iad  himself  the  author  of  a  homicidal  document,  which  but  for  this 
fveeaution  might  have  carried  out  its  intentions. 

With  regard  to  the  exhibition  of  drugs  as  a  part  of  your  medical 
teatoent,  the  golden  rule  is,  be  sparing.    Many  remedies  yon  give 
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woold  make  a  well  person  so  ill  that  he  would  send  for  yoa  at  ODce  i 
he  had  taken  one  of  your  doses  accidentally.  It  is  not  qnite  fiur  to  gtfi 
such  things  to  a  sick  man,  unless  it  is  clear  that  they  will  do  wm 
good  than  the  very  considerable  harm  you  know  they  will  cause.  B 
very  gracious  with  children  especially.  I  have  seen  old  men  shiTer  a 
the  recollection  of  the  rhubarb  and  jalap  of  infancy.  You  may  dfi 
pend  upon  it  that  half  the  success  of  Homoeopathy  is  due  to  tb 
sweet  peace  it  has  brought  into  the  nursery.  Between  the  gaij^ti^ 
down  of  loathsome  mixtures  and  the  saccharine  deliquescence  of  i 
minute  globule,  what  tender  mother  could  for  a  moment  hesitate  1 

Let  me  add  one  other  hint  which  I  belieye  will  approTe  itsdf  oi 
trial.  After  proper  experience  of  the  most  approved  forms  of  remedief 
or  of  such  as  you  shall  yourselyes  select  and  combine,  make  oat  yoa 
own  brief  list  of  real  eyery-day  prescriptions,  and  do  not  lall  into  th 
habit  of  those  extemporaneous,  fancy-combinations,  which  amoae  tii 
physician  more  than  they  profit  the  patient  Once  more:  if  yoa  buh 
giye  a  medicine,  do  it  in  a  manly  way,  and  not  in  half  doses,  haddo] 
but  not  chof^ing  at  the  stem  of  the  deadly  fruited  tree  yoa  wooli 
bring  down.  Remember  this,  too;  that  although  ronedies  may  ofl» 
be  ccMDbined  adTmntageously,  the  difficulty  of  estimatuiig  the  ^fects  o 
a  prescription  is  as  the  square  of  the  nomber  of  its  ii^rediaitB.  Iki 
deeper  yoa  wade  in  pc^pharmacy,  the  less  yoa  see  of  the  groaod  a 
which  yoa  stand. 

It  is  time  to  bring  these  harried  aod  crowded  remarks  to  a  doaa 
Reject  what  in  Ibem  Is  fake,  exanune  what  is  doabtfid, 
what  is  troe;  aod  so,  Gkid  bless  yoa,  (jkatlenwo,  aad  Farewell ! 


Thk  body  wHl  meet  ia  the  O^itKa  d^  the  Failed  States  as  As  in 
TiflKsday  ia  aext  laoatk  What  it  say  do  or  kave  oadoat  Aa  laiai 
wHl  rexeaL  Tbal  it  has  ia  its  power  to  do  lock  for  tke  faidlniiM  a 
large  is  reiy  freqaeatly  deaied.  Balao  great  MeraHoree 
beea  iaopetatrre  witihja  the  pale  of  civflttakiML  Seoae 
tioa  of  fiNKeis  ciicaMgciibed  by  the  iiea  of  filiysiral 
^rectioa.  They  are  kw^shidi^g  mm^.  hecaam  they  ara  afc%ai  tafci 
cr  siifcr  the  ceaoeycea^  whirih  Ay  d»aa4  clwan  tadai  *^€i^mi 
tlay,  *^tta  Aiinsristiaa  >wi  Ma  gpwt*   Hi^  mm  UnI  it 
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legal  abifily  to  cudgel  its  members  into  a  recognition  of  its  behests. 
They  have  no  just  appreciation  of  moral  weight.  With  them  it  is  a 
myth,  a  sun-fringed  cloud  of  the  imagination,  a  gilded  nonentity.  There 
is  no  law  against  the  bestiality  of  habitual  drunkenness,  hard  swear- 
ng,  infidelity,  open  and  unrestrained  impiety,  mormonism,  millerism, 
materiafistlc  spiritualism,  free-loveism  and  a  hundred  other  abomina- 
tkms;  but  there  is  a  great  moral  force  generated  in  the  consciences  of 
tihe  wise  and  good,  which  sooner  or  later  grinds  all  such  offences,  vaga- 
ries, and  delusions  into  an  unpalpable  powder,  and  drives  their  propa- 
gators and  abettors  from  the  face  of  day. 
If  such  a  moral  force  exists  in  the  profession  as  we  have  always  been 
[  ddlghted  to  beUeve  was  its  leading  characteristic,  then  this  force  must 
continue  to  be  reflected  by  its  representative  congress,  and  thence  be 
mdiated  to  the  remotest  bounds  of  the  calling,  compelling  respect  and 
•cqniesoence  with  infinitely  more  certainty  than  was  ever  awarded  to 
pttal  code,  though  backed  by  the  harpies  of  justice  armed  with  the 
hU^ns  of  the  law. 

If  medicine  would  secure  the  high  destiny  she  deserves,  let  it  as  a 
pwftsslon  steer  clear  of  church  or  state.  Neither  the  one  nor  the  other 
hi8  ever  failed  to  degrade  her  to  the  utmost  of  its  power.  United  it 
» strong  enough  of  itself  for  all  the  purposes  of  protection;  and  if  it 
▼ere  not  it  would  be  but  madness  to  appeal  to  sources  for  that  high 
<*)ect,  all  of  whose  antecedents  betray  a  disposition  to  destroy. 

After  all,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  American  Medical  Associa- 

^  is  bat  a  representative  body,  nothing  more  can  be  expected  of  it 

^n  that  it  should  be  the  exponent  and  reflector  of  its  constituency. 

"hatever  is  wrong  there,  must  of  necessity  be  wrong  in  that  which 

^^egated  it.     It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  wrong  is  to  be  cor- 

'^^  there,  but  rather  among  those  it  represents.     It  is  but  fafr  to 

i*68ume  that  it  is  rather  the  business  of  the  medical  journals  to 

•^tempt  the  correction  of  evils,  which  naturally  spring  from  such  a  soil 

**  t&edicine,  than  that  of  the  Association,  which  is  supposed  to  be  the 

''^P^'esMitative  of  the  profession  as  it  exists. 

Wkatever  may  be  said  or  written  to  the  contrary,  that  the  greatest 

;  J^^     in  the  Association  results  from  the  schools  represented,  as  such, 

t^  i^i^^  a  shadow  of  a  doubt.    Nothing  but  trouble  has 

I  WmM  tfiig  rule  from  the  beginning,  and  as  there  is  no  earthly  neces- 

oatinuance,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  amendment  proposed 

(tey,  at  the  meeting  at  Nashville,  will  at  the  next  meeting 

ted  into  the  organic  law  of  Association.    This  resolution 
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does  Avaj  with  tiie  repreeentatirea  of  schools  as  sacb.    It  does  noly  <^^ 
some  desire  t^o  coQtend,  disfranchise  professors  of  medical  schools— sk^f-f 
at  bH.    For  such  caD  represent  societies,  as  they  very  often  now  ^K:::^ 
Hospitals,  too,  by  Edl  means,  should  share  the  same  fote  of  the  schoo^^. 
Men  are  placed  in  hospitals  by  poIiticE^  manaoTers.     A  man  msf  "ttx 
oaated  for  onprofeswonal  conduct  from  the  AaBodation,  and  tins  render 
himself  all  the  more  acceptable  to  politimns,  who  afterwards,  a.x>d 
perhaps  on  that  very  acconnt,  place  him  at  the  bead  of  a  hospital.    ~Ee 
can  now  retnm,  nnder  onr  Constitntion,  and  demand  admisfflon  ae  t,l» 
representative  of  his  hospital-     In  these  meetii^  all  feel    a  desin 
to  avoid  exciting  topics,  and  to  promote  harmony  and  concert,  and  it  i' 
precisely  this  filing  of  whkh  designing  men  t^e  advantage,  in  or^C 
to  secure  a  recognition  that  will  promote  tbeir  home  ficbemea. 

If  it  unwisely  be  determined  to  continne  Hie  scho(d  and  boc^ital  r*P 
resentAtion,  then  the  necessity  of  rigid  action  npoa  Dr.  Carrey's  t^'*' 
lotion  mnst  be  af^wrent  to  alL  Let  the  Assodatitm  define  fi»M^ 
what  the  medical  schools  mast  do  (^  leave  imdoDe,  in  wder  to  sec*"* 
representation.  E^ieciaSy  let  the  cnmcnhun  of  Gtndiefl,  the  length  " 
sef^aons,  whether  a  candidate  for  a  degree  can  attend  two  sesio^ 
or  his  last  %ssion  and  any  part  of  his  first  ilie  same  year,  and  the  no*" 
ber  of  profes9ar&  Ve  say,  let  Hie  oommittee  state  the  pcunte  A^ 
nitely. 

Bat  rather  than  to  he  annoyed  will  tUs  wlject  at  all,  it  does  se^ 
to  ns,  in  view  of  past  erperieitoe,  that  peao(4ovii^  b»hi  ^oogh  in  *" 
Afaioaaiioa  onght  to  be  fonnd  t«  gire  it  a  iwnnaneBt  ngt  onder  '^ 
resobition  of  Dr.  lind^y.  To  the  w-hoob  bos^otak  tiioald  be  add*4 
and  to  hrtsjritai?  the  medica]  staff  of  tie  aranr  and  naTj,  aa  sw^.  -*" 
of  theae  insiimtjin)$  an  more  or  1«j^  ondfT  the  brw,  and  the  IsvV  ■ 
Tmdor  politicians.  And  from  this  sosree  enb  may  aiise  fa  aA,  anA  •• 
know  tJiey  do  arise  in  some  of  Thfon, 

VTe  are  amo^  those  who  hope  mw4i  frnm  die  AsHrieaa  Me^W 
AsjNviation:  who  beheve  tltaa  it  lutf  atmrepltsbed  laaA,  mmi  ia  c»p^* 
of  MY-omplisliinc'  more  for  the  betQ  inwrNQi:  tS  tbe  jroftnoa  at  taXI^ 
li  is  not  wi<v  TO  M  ocft  with  «  ^mUMtiim,  tMUR  It  hae  bdI  or 
T>w  woare  all  ^w  limnlunJb  JuJK  fc  *  jjhia  ttaa,  J  a*  O.  9) 
OhristiM  pta^tm  hw  kri^  VaMlHi  » i«ub  ^c<-i«.  it  ifae  woiU  Ji 
plwi-  iT  Bnuin.  GttmK^ 

MMB«.jgtttr, 
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n  America,  estimate  these  inatitntions  at  lese  yalne  on  this 

rery  true-hearted  practitioner  of  mediciDe  resoire  to  sast^n 
rican  Medical  Association  as  the  priceless  jewel  of  the  Ameri- 
ssBion.    Let  "Young  America"  of  medicine  hold  up  his  hand. 


A  CAtTDID  CONFESSION, 
owdltch  remarked  that  the  case  was  one  of  the  most  interest- 
id  ever  seen.  The  rational  and  physical  signs  were  entirely 
chronic  effusion  into  the  chest.  The  whole  of  tlie  left  Bide  of 
H  was  nniformly  and  evenly  distended  from  the  summit  to  the 
i  perfectly  flat  and  inelastic  on  percnssion.  The  respiratory 
was  absent  everywhere,  and  the  heart  dislocated  to  the  right 
jmum.  There  was  nowhere  on  the  surface  of  the  body  any 
it  tumor  perceptible.  Dr.  B.  had  not  the  least  doubt  that 
8  an  immense  amount  of  effusion,  which  caused  the  great,  as 
irspnoea,  lividity  of  coantenance,  &c.  He  made  three  punc- 
ih  the  exploratory  troazr,  viz.,  behind,  at  the  side,  and  in  fronts 
of  sfirum  came  from  the  last,  but  only  a  few  di'ops  of  blood 
others.  The  patient  sufl'ered  no  pain,  and,  in  faiit,  seemed 
aft«r  the  operation  than  before,  but  sunk  within  twenty-four 
The  interesting  points  in  the  cose  were  the  entire  impossibility 
Dg,  from  the  physical  signs,  that  the  tumor,  found  after  death, 
dsted;  2d,  the  evident  ease  with  which  three  punctures  were 
'  the  patient.  Dr.  B.  had  observed  this  result  on  previous  oc- 
in  other  patients  when  no  fluid  was  obtained,  The  patiecia 
It  worse,  but  were  rather  brighter  after  than  before  the  opera- 
tosbmMed.  ^  Surg.  Jonm. 


CompoTiud  Sjmip  of  Pboapbates,  or  Gbemlcal  Pood, 
■npy  solution  of  the  I'lio.'phates  of  Iron,  Lime,  Soda  and  Po- 
'tth  the  foregoing  title,  lias  been  employed  for  several  years 
ibe  City  of  Philadelpliia,  The  modes  of  preparing  it  have  va- 
il various  Pharmaceutists.  The  concern  claiming  to  have  the 
i  of  Professor  Jackson  (vho  first  introduced  it  iuto  use)  for 
l(»aratiou,  decline  to  make  their  mode  public.  In  all  of  tlicra, 
',  phosphoric,  lactic,  and  muriatic  adds  are  employed  as  the 
.     We  received,  iu  June  last,  from  Mr.  Parrish,  of  Philadelphia, 
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his  formula  for  it,  which  he  has  since  published  in  the  American  Jownml 
of  Pharmacy  (November  No.,  1857.)  Though  differing  somewfaftt 
from  that  sent  us,  we  give  it  place,  as  follows : 

Take  of  Protosulphate  of  Iron,    .        .        .        .  3  x. 

Phosphate  of  Soda,      ....  3  xij. 

Phosphate  of  Lime,  ....  3  xij. 

Phosphoric  Acid,  glacial,     .        .        .  3  xx. 

Carbonate  of  Soda,  .        .        .        .  9  ij. 

Carbonate  of  Potassa,  .        .        .        .  3  j. 

Muriatic  Acid,  [of  each  sufficient. 

Water  of  Ammoma, ) 

Powdered  Cochineal,        .        .        .        .  3  ij. 

Water,  sufficient  to  make,    .        .        .  ss.  §  xx. 

Sugar, fc.  iij.  Troy. 

Oil  of  Orange, m.  x. 

Dissolve  the  sulphate  of  iron  in  two  fluid  ounces  of  boiling  water, 
and  the  phosphate  of  soda  in  four  fluid  ounces  of  boiling  water.  Mix 
the  solutions,  and  wash  the  precipitated  phosphate  of  iron  till  the 
washings  are  tasteless. 

Dissolve  the  phosphate  of  lime  in  four  fluid  ounces  of  boiling  water, 
with  sufficient  muriatic  acid  to  make  a  clear  solution,  precipitate  it 
with  water  of  ammonia,  and  wash  the  precipitate. 

To  the«  freshly  precipitated  phosphates  as  thus  prepared,  add  the 
phosphoric  acid  previously  dissolved  in  the  water.  When  dear,  add 
the  carbonates  of  soda  and  potassa,  and  afterwards  sufficient  muriatie 
acid  to  dissolve  the  precipitate. 

Now  add  the  cochineal  mixed  with  the  sugar,  apply  heat,  and  when 
the  sjrup  is  formed,  stram  and  flavor  it. 

Each  teaspoonful  contains  about  1  grain  of  phosphate  of  iron  and  2| 
grains  of  phosphate  of  lime,  with  smaller  proportions  of  the  alkaline 
phosphates,  all  in  perfect  solution. 

Mr.  Richardson,  in  a  formula  for  this  Chemical  Food,  published 
since  the  above,  proposes  the  employment  of  pyrophosphate  instead  of 
protosulphate  of  iron,  and  of  citric  instead  of  phosphoric  add,  as  it  lee- 
sens  the  cost  of  its  production. 

This  compound  syrup  is  permanent,  and  agreeable  to  the  eye  and 
taste;  is  but  slightly  acid  and  ferruginons;  the  naturally  insoluble  phofl- 
phates  being  in  a  state  of  solution,  are  more  readily  absorbed.  It  k 
employed  as  a  nutritive  tonic  in  place  of  less  agreeable  and  effident 
tonics  and  chalybeates,  in  those  cases  of  chronic  debility,  or  conditioai 
in  which  there  exists  a  waste  <^  the  ekmuitary  matter  d  the  systen. 
—P.  i^- L  Med.  Jtmr. 
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[From  the  Peninsular  Journal  of  Medicine.] 

A  HomoBopath  in,  or  rather  out  o^  a  Proi^incial  Infirmary  in  Hull, 
Eng^land— Commendable  course  of  the  Clergy — Remarks  on  the 
coarse  of  the  Clergy  to^^ards  the  Medical  Profession. 

In  confirmation  of  the  intelligence  which  we  have  spread  before  our 
readers  respecting  the  manner  in  which  homoeopathy  is  regarded  and 
treated  when  appearing  in  the  public  institutions  of  Europe,  we  notice 
^th London  Medical  Times  and  Gazette  for  June  13th,  1857,  that  a 
Dr.  Harner,  who  held  a  position  as  physician  to  an  Infirmary  in  Hull, 
England,  professed  to  have  become  a  convert  to  homoeopathy,  and  asked 
to  have  separate  wards  given  him  for  the  purpose  of  practicing  the  "  sys- 
tem "  on  some  of  the  patients  of  the  institution.     This  led  to  a  request 
from  the  Weekly  Board  that  Dr.  H.  would  resign.     On  his  refusing  to 
^0  80,  a  special  meeting  of  the  General  Board  was  called  to  decide 
''Pou  his  position  in  the  hospital.     After  a  "  long  discussion,  in  which 
the  clergy,  took  an  active  part  on  the  side  of  legitimate  medicine,'' 
^'  B.  concluded  to  tender  his  resignation,  which,  of  course,  was  readi- 
V  Accepted.     The  Tirries  and  Gazette  "  congratulates  the  other  medical 
^cers  on  their  success  in  clearing  the  Hull  Infirmary  from  the  stain 
^*  the  homoeopathic  absurdity.'' 

^Ve  would  commend  this  case  to  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
^nicago  Hospital,  which  seems  still  to  be  in  a  state  of  suspended  ani- 
™*tion,  if  they  are  not  too  wise  to  need  precedent  for  their  guide. 

-* dreading  this  account,  we  were,  of  course,  pleased  with  the  position 

^^^B  by  the  clergy  who  were  members  of  this  Infirmary  Board,  and, 

^t.li  ^mh.  a  text  before  us,  cannot  refrain  from  a  few  remarks  respect- 

"*&  the  course  of  the  clergymen  among  us,  in  relation  to  our  profession. 

^  ^t*lioagh  many  of  the  clergy  are  inclined  to  favor  new  medical  theo- 

''^^  and  pretended  panaceas,  and  even  give  their  open  endorsement  to 

^^^trines  and  practices  of  which   they  are  profoundly  ignorant — of 

which  they  cannot  have  an  appreciative  understanding,  and  which  have 

^  often  proved  to  be  absurdities  and  deceptions;  yet  this  is  by  no  means 

*^^  of  all,  nor,  according  to  our  observation,  of  as  large  a  proportion 

^  them  as  many  of  our  medical  brethren  seem  to  suppose;  and  we 

tave  noticed  of  late  that  some  of  the  clergy  who  have  been  led  astray 

fr^  te  path  of  common  sense  and  common  prudence,  are  seeing  their 

tittor  and  retracing  their  steps,  while  others,  who  have  formed  no  defi- 

flite  opintonSy  and  have  looked  upon  these  wild  vagaries  with  indiffer- 

^te6,  ne  now  seeing  the  dangers  to  which  they  may  lead. 

of  reckless  innovation  which  induces  men  to  set  aside  all 
19 
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the  authority  of  the  past,  and  to  embrace,  without  due  examina'tm-^)!!, 
every  novelty  that  is  presented,  has  been  telling  with  fearful  eflf^ot 
upon  the  religious  and  social  opinions  and  practices  of  the  people,  u 
well  as  upon  their  medical  notions.  This,  many  of  the  clergy  most  m:^Br 
tinctly  see  and  feel ;  and  they  further  see,  that  the  encouragement  rf 
this  spirit  in  regard  to  medicine,  which  many  of  them  so  thou^Uei 
have  given,  has  had  its  effect  upon  subjects  especially  within  their 
province. 

No  observing  man,  (and  the  clergy  should  be  observing  men,) 
have  failed  to  notice  the  striking  sympathies  existing  between  the 
ferent  shades  of  modern,  transcendental  spiritualism  and  its  kinA*^"^ 
system  of  infinitesimal  homoeopathy — between  the  delusion  of 
ism  and  the  various  modifications  of  Thompsonianism,  or 
Eclecticism — ^indeed  between  every  religious  delusion  and  every  wk* 
cal  humbug. 

The  clergy  must  have  also  firequently  noticed  how  often  the  _^ 
persons  reject  simultaneously  faith  in  all  reUgion  and  confidence  in        ^\ 
medical  treatment.    In  short,  they  must  have  seen  that  heterodoxy  ^^^^^^ 
infidelity  have  ever  been,  to  a  large  extent,  associated  with  the  rejects 
of  legitimate  medicine. 

It  is  no  wonder,  then,  that  as  they  discover  the  aflSnities  of.  all  er 
relating  to  whatever  subject,  and  the  affinities  and  harmonies  of 
truth,  whether  relating  to  spiritual  or  material  things,  their  eyes 
beginning  to  be  opened,  and  they  are  turning  their  faces  against 
wild  speculations  of  a  German  dreamer  in  medicine,  as  leading  to  simi 
wild  dreams  in  theology  and  morals. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  we  can  well  understand  how  the  clerg^ 
in  the  case  of  the  Hull  Infirmary,  in  addition  to  the  benevolent  impul^^ 
of  having  the  sick  poor  treated  in  the  best  and  most  scientific  manned 
should  find  an  additional  motive  for  taking  an  active  part  on  the 
of  legitimate  medicine.     May  we  not  hope  to  see  this  influential  bod; 
of  men  generally  following  their  example  ? 

Week  after  week  and  year  after  year  most  medical  men  attend  upoi 
the  ministrations  of  the  clergy,  and  listen,  not  without  profit,  it  is 
be  hoped,  while  they  dispense  from  their  stand-point  lessons  of  reproof, 
of  warning  and  of  advice;  and  we  hope  they  will  not  take  it  amiss 
from  the  stand-point  of  our  profession  we  presume  to  say  that,  in  our 
opinion,  many  of  them  have  done  wrong — have,  by  the  encouragement 
of  quackery,  done  harm  to  the  cause  of  truth,  moral  and  spiritual  as  well 
as  material — ^that  they  have  done  iqjory  to  both  of  those  mutoal  hand* 
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ids,  Sdence  and  Keligion,  by  disconraging  the  former — ^giving  the 
liand  of  fellowship  to  its  foes.  They  certainly  cannot  blame  as  for 
advising  them  to  look  well  to  this  subject — to  have  their  opinions  ration- 
ally and  firmly  fixed — their  consciences  well  settled  before  they  give 
"Uie  weight  of  their  influence  to  novelties  which  may  not  only  lead  to 
the  sacrifice  of  human  life,  but  to  the  undermining  of  those  conservative 
principles  upon  which  rests  the  whole  fabric  of  moral  and  religious 
truth.  They  will  certainly  agree  with  us,  that  if  they  do  err  upon  a 
Bnbject  which  it  is  not  possible  for  them  fully  to  examine,  it  is  safer  to 
err  upon  the  side  with  which  rests  the  authority  of  our  fathers  and  the 
Si^at  mass  of  enlightened  modern  opinion,  rather  than  upon  the  opposite 
aide— resting,  as  it  does,  upon  the  dogmas  of  dreamers,  and  sustained 
only  by  a  motley  and  feeble  minority,  rejected  by  common  consent 
from  all  established  bodies  of  scientific  men,  whose  professional  educa- 
tion and  pursuits  entitle  them  to  the  privilege  of  passing  judgment  in 
the  case. 

Since  homoeopathy  has  challenged  the  attention  of  the  world  more 

"Mian  half  a  century  has  elapsed,  and  an  entire  new  generation  of  medi- 

^5al  men  have  come  upon  the  stage.    Within  that  time  various  minor 

<^|>inions  have  been  overturned  in  the  progress  of  scientific  investigation, 

^nd  it  is  not  regarded  as  discreditable  for  any  man  to  change  his 

•^^pinion  with  the  advancement  of  truth.     Especially  could  no  pride  of 

^^pinion  operate  upon  the  young  men  who  are  constantly  coming  forth; 

^ud  yet  among  educated  medical  men,  the  world  over,  notwithstanding 

•0  the  inducements  of  interest,  not  one  in  a  hundred  have  embraced  the 

System.     Certainly  to  decide  with  the  one,  and  against  the  authority  of 

ninety  and  nine,  should  require  the  clearest  evidence — such  evidence 

no  clergyman,  devoted  to  his  profession,  can  be  presumed  to  possess. 

e  do  not  say  that  no  clergyman  can  have  evidence,  on  a  subject  of 

^1^  kind,  satisfactory  to  his  own  mind.     Of  this  we  shall  not  attempt  to 

J^idge.     But  we  do  say  that  the  subject  is  so  intricate  in  its  nature,  so 

^^tended  in  its  relations,  and  the  sources  of  fallacy  are  so  numerous 

subtle,  that  no  man,  devoted  to  another  profession,  can  obtain  such 

knowledge  and  take  such  a  view  of  the  subject  as  to  entitle  him  to 

expression  of  an  opinion  contrary  to  the  weight  of  authority,  or  the 

^S^KTBoii^  of  a  course  which  appears  to  be  so  opposed  to  common  sense, 

•■Hi  which  shall  influence  the  conduct  of  others.     But  our  homily  is 

^^eooming  lengthy,  and  we  will  close  by  repeating  the  suggestion,  that 

ttoae  dergymen  who  are  advocates  of  irregular  systems  of  medical 

1*ielBA  would  do  well  to  consider  their  course  carefully,  lest  they  be 

loaBfl  aamnning  responsibilities  which  they  may  not  wish  fully  to  meet. 
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lK>iig  Island  College  HospitaL 

Office  of  the  Long  Island  Collboe  Hosi 

BrookLtn,  AprUf  185S. 

Dear  Sir — ^The  Legislature  having  by  an  Act  of  locorporation  an* 
thorized  the  establishment,  in  the  City  of  Brooklyn,  of  an  institntloii 
to  be  known  as  the  Long  Island  College  Hospital,  the  Boiard  of  Re- 
gents respectfully  invite  your  earnest  consideration  of  the  subject. 

The  Charter  and  By-Laws  have  been  framed  in  a  broad  and  liberal 
spirit,  and  it  is  the  most  earnest  desire  and  intention  of  the  Board 
that  the  Institution  shall  be  so  conducted  as  to  reflect  both  honor  and 
credit  upon  our  *'  City  of  Churches." 

This  Institution  appeals  in  the  strongest  manner  to  onrbeneTolence 
and  Christian  sympathies.  Here  the  unfortunate,  the  friendless,  and 
the  destitute  will  find  a  home  when  afflicted  by  sickness,  their  wants 
be  relieved,  and  the  best  medical  attendance  supplied  to  them.  If 
nnable  to  pay  for  these  benefits,  they  are  freely  bestowed  withoat 
charge  to  any  and  to  all. 

It  has  been  the  special  object  of  the  Board  to  make  an  institation 
for  the  people — liberal  alike  to  all — throwing  open  its  appointments 
to  fair  competition  and  professional  merit;  and  to  its  support  they  cor- 
dially invite  every  citizen  in  the  community. 

In  the  establishment  of  this  public  charity,  it  is  proposed  to  fomisby 

1st.  A  hospital  with  an  in  and  out-door  department,  for  the  treat- 
ment of  medical  and  surgical  cases. 

2d.  A  lying-in  department  for  the  poor  and  unfortunate. 

3d.  A  corps  of  regularly  educated  and  licensed  nurses. 

4th.  A  college,  where  all  the  branches  of  medical  science  shall  be 
taught  and  illustrated,  and  where  medical  students  can  be  practicallj 
trained. 

The  sources  of  casualty  are  constantly  increasing  with  our  popular 
tion  and  commerce.  A  large  number  of  accidents  occurring  aloiq^ 
our  water-line,  are  now  necessarily  carried  to  New  York ;  and  there 
is  actual  demand  for  a  public  hospital,  upon  a  liberal  foundation,  in 
the  southern  section  of  our  city. 

It  has  long  since  been  apparent  that  the  interests  of  humanity,  as 
well  as  science,  call  loudly  for  a  lying-in  institution,  where  the  UDfor- 
lunate  and  needy  may  be  provided  for  in  the  hour  of  saffering.  The 
proposed  practical  training  and  instruction  of  nurses,  bearing  the  eer> 
tificate  of  the  institotion,  after  a  thorough  examination,  will  partico- 
larly  commend  itself  as  among  the  pressing  wants  of  oar  commiiDit^. 
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To  carry  oat  the  proposed  objects  of  this  iDstitiition,  the  Board  of 
Kegents  have  purchased  "  the  Perry  property,"  consisting  of  fourteen 
lots  of  ground,  located  on  Henry,  Pacific,  and  Amity  Streets,  an  ex- 
ceedingly eligible  and  salubrious  location,  with  extensive  buildings, 
admirably  adapted  to  the  purpose.  The  terms  of  purchase  render  the 
irhole  project  at  once  economical,  and,  with  the  co-operation  of  a 
liberal  public,  an  immediate  and  certain  success. 

In  England,  France,  Germany,  and  our  own  country,  it  has  been 
practically  demonstrated  that  a  hospital  where  medical  education  is 
not  carried  on,  very  rapidly  degenerates,  and  soon  fails  to  represent 
tlie  average  standard  of  medical  science;  whilst  colleges  without  hos- 
pitals to  illustrate  their  teachings,  become  theoretical,  and  produce 
meo  antrained  and  unequal  to  the  practical  demands  of  the  community. 
rPhe  science  of  medicine  has  advanced,  by  the  united  efforts  of 
thousands  of  minds  in  different  quarters  of  the  globe,  through  a  suc- 
cession of  ages,  and  by  slow  and  difficult  steps,  to  the  present  stan- 
daircL    It  is  even  now  kept  alive  by  the  self-sacrificing  labors  of  the 
comparatively  few.     To  make  this  knowledge  grow,  spread,  and  re- 
prociuce  itself  in  a  community,  it  must  be  fostered  and  encouraged. 
This  can  only  be  accomplished  by  the  establishment  of  institutions 
whiere  the  science  of  medicine  can  be  cultivated  to  advantage,  and 
pwustically  tested  and  taught. 

The  City  of  Brooklyn,  from  its  contiguity  to  another  great  city,  has 

in  "tills respect  been  dependent;  and,  not  feeling  the  immediate  ueces- 

»^y  of  its  wants,  has  neglected  to  establish  within  itself  the  temples 

cC  science  stored  with  the  resources  of  knowledge,  keeping  its  own 

pfofessional  men  alive  to  their  duty,  and  fortifying  them  to  grapple 

witli  the  exigencies  of  human  necessity.     The  fact  is  worthy  of  remark, 

*^t,  in  proportion  to  its  population,  our  city  has  invested  less  capital 

in  objects  of  this  character  than  any  other  city  in  this  country  or 

Burope. 

There  can  be  no  just  reason  why  the  continued  neglect  of  these 
iis^portant  truths  should  fasten  an  opprobrium  upon  a  wealthy  city  p 

totined  for  a  proud  position.     It  has  already  position,  wealth,  in-  ■ 

toence,  and  philanthropy,  but  has  yet  to  build  up  a  scientific  character, 
tj  the  patronage  and  elevation  of  institutions  which  will  become  in 
^■'^  the  conservators  of  its  dearest  and  best  interests. 

The  science  of  chemistry,  too,  is  so  neglected  among  us,  that  a 
fl^tauud  trial  here  must  depend  on  analysis  made  and  paid  for  in  the 
Qtj  of  New  York.     It  is  to  meet  these,  with  many  other  demands, 
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and  to  make  them  sabseryient  to  the  caase  of  edacation,  by  tr 
up  men  to  a  practical  acquaintance  with  their  profession,  tht 
hospital  is  combined  with  a  medical  college. 

The  medical  gentlemen  attached  to  the  Institntion  do  not  i 
any  remuneration  for  their  services. 

Mach  more  might  be  urged  in  behalf  of  this  most  desirabl 
yalnable  enterprise,  but  it  is  deemed  unnecessary;  its  vast  impo 
to  our  city  must  commend  itself  to  every  reflecting  mind. 

As  a  basis  of  action,  the  Board  of  Regents  would  respe 
solicit  your  attention  to  the  following  propositions: 

1st.  The  payment  of  $100  constitutes  the  donor  a  life-mem 
this  corporation,  with  the  privilege  of  voting  at  all  elections 
held  under  the  Charter. 

2d.  The  sum  of  $300  secures  a  life-membership,  with  oi 
scholarship  in  the  college.  Each  scholarship  entitles  the  hoi 
educate  one  student  of  medicine,  or  two  nurse  pupils,  free  of  ej 

3d.  Larger  donations  than  those  stated,  will  secure  all  the 
mentioned  privileges,  with  such  other  acknowledgments  as  the 
of  Regents  may  from  time  to  time  institute. 

Officers  of  the  Board  op  Regents. 

President — Hon.  Samuel  Sloan. 

Vice-Fresident — Samuel  W.  Slocum. 

Secretary — C.  Nestell  Bovee. 

Treasurer — Cornelius  Dever. 

Regents — Hon.  Samuel  Sloan,  Samuel  W.  Slocum,  Harry  ]V 
ger,  C.  Nestell  Bovee,  Livingston  K.  Miller,  Jacques  Cortelyou, 
ham  B.  Baylis,  Richard  L.  Delisser,  Cornelius  Dever,  Daniel  • 
cey,  Joseph  Hegeman,  James  S.  Brownsou,  Nathaniel  E.  James 
dore  Polhemus,  Jr.,  Charles  Christmas,  Nicholas  Luqueer,  I 
O'Snllivan,  Harold  Dollner,  Henry  F.  Vail,  Robert  H.  Berdc 
ther  B.  Wyman,  John  T.  Moore,  John  J.  Van  Nostrand,  Ge( 
Thomae,  Samuel  Smith. 


An  Army  Surgeon  Encouraging  Quackery. 

We  were  astonished,  and  marked  for  reprobation,  this  report 
volume  recently  issued  by  the  Government,  through  the  S 
General  of  the  U.  S.  Army.     Dr.  Dowler  thus  expresses  oi 
views  on  the  subject.    We  had  hoped  that  our  army  Medical 
was  free  from  all  quackery. 
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I  "Surgeon  S.  G.  I.  De   Camp's  report  on  the  topography  and 

I        diseases  of  Fort  Columbus,  lat  40^  42',  Governor's  Island,  harbor  of 

New  York,  contaius  the  following  extraordinary  confession  of  medical 

faitb,  namely:  '  I  cannot  let  the  present  occasion  pass  without  bearing 

testimony  to  the  value  of  the  sulphate  of  quinine,  the  sulphate  of 

arsenic,  and  other  remedies  of  that  class,  in  the  treatment  of  disease, 

extending  to  a  range  far  beyond  what  was  once  supposed.     The 

intermittent  character  of  disease  would  seem  to  be  more  extensive  than 

some  imagine.     1  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Dickson's  ChroTio-  Thermal  Sys» 

of  Medicine  for  the  views  which  1  now  entertain  upon  this  subject, 

can  speak  with  confidence  of  the  value  of  these  remedies  in  rheu- 

ntcktism,  asthma,  continued  fever,  and  some  spasmodic  afifections  in 

cbildren,  and  in  many  cases  of  an  anomalous  character,  the  pathology 

oit  ^^hich  is  little  understood." — 15. 

TheDicksonian  system,  from  which  this  report  imbibes  its  knowledge, 
c^-iiiiot  be  considered  as  having  been  even  virtually  endorsed  by  its 
^^<^tance  and  publication,  as  neither  the  surgeon-general  who  revised 
*»  nor  the  U.  S.  Senate  who  ordered  its  publication  with  other  docu- 
J**^iit8,  deserves  criticism  in  this  behalf.  Indeed  the  surgeon-general, 
^  his  circular  to  the  medical  officers,  says,  "  As  it  is  proposed  to  pub- 
(^h  each  individual  essay  under  the  name  of  the  gentleman  who  draws 
^^  Op,  all  facts,  statements  and  conclusions  will  rest  upon  the  responsi- 
^^•Jity  of  the  officer  making  the  report." 

-As  this  report  is  an  official  one,  it  may  be  proper  to  glance  at 
•he  precious  system  which  it  endorses.  The  status  of  this  system  is 
**^dicated  by  its  title,  namely,  "  Chrono-Thermal  System  of  Medicine, 
^^th  the  Fallacies  of  the  Faculty;  People's  edition."  The  apparently 
•^Oai-official  recognition  of  an  Utopian  system,  which  is  destitute  of 
^Hginality,  being  only  remarkable  for  its  calumnies  against  the  regular 
■^^Onlty,  and  its  denunciation  of  many  valuable  medicinal  agents,  never- 
theless gulps  down  arsenic,  copperas,  blue  vitrol  and  white,  tartar 
^tuetic,  creosote,  lunar  caustic,  and  greatest  of  all,  Prussic  acid. — 
^^€ukcilU  Med,  Journ, 


Glycerine  in  Coma 

These  troublesome  things  Mr.  Wakeley  is  in  the  habit  of  treating, 

*^  the  Royal  Free  Hospital,  by  the  application  of  glycerine,  which 

h%8  the  effect  of  softening  them,  when  they  are  easily  scooped  out. 

We  saw  as  many  as  seventeen  corns  entirely  removed  in  twelve  days 

,        Ift  tUt  manner. — London  Lancet, 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

The  most  Appropriate  Glasses  as  Media  of  Sight. 

Mr.  Editor — There  is  probably  no  subject  which  should  claim  the 
attention  of  the  physician,  where  we  discover  generally  so  mm^ 
ignorance  or  neglect,  as  that  relating  to  the  proper  use  of  glassef. 
The  large  mass  of  practitioners  give  little  or  no  thought  to  its  coDsid- 
eration.  This  may  arise  from  the  fact  that  they  are  seldom  consulted 
by  those  who  seek  the  aid  of  glasses;  though  it  is  doubtless  true  that 
the  indifference  manifested  by  medical  men  often  induces  such  pa- 
tients to  neglect  advising  with  a  physician  about  their  sight. 

Every  practitioner  should  be  sufficiently  familiar  with  the  subject  of 
optics  and  the  imperfections  of  the  human  eye,  as  to  be  capable  of 
forming  a  sound  judgment  upon  the  propriety  of  using  glasses. 

There  are  two  defects  of  vision  in  particular,  which  most  generallj 
require  the  application  of  glasses;  namely,  persons  who  are  mynpc^ 
or  near-sighted,  and  those  who  are  presbyopicj  or  far-sighted.  But  it 
does  not  follow  because  a  persoti  is  near-sighted,  that  he  should  use 
glasses;  nor  is  it  always  proper  for  the  far-sighted  to  use  them. 
These  defects  of  vision  may  depend  upon  the  occupation  of  the  indi- 
vidual, and,  indeed,  are  frequently  produced  by  certain  pursuits  which 
require  too  constant  and  intense  application  of  the  sight. 

The  rays  of  light  are  either  collected  too  soon,*and  thus  come  tea. 
focus  before  reaching  the  retina,  producing  what  is  called  myopia  OS 
near-sightedness;  or  the  rays  of  light  do  not  come  to  a  focus  until 
they  fall  behind  the  retina,  and  hence  presbyopia  or  far-sigh tednesa 
By  a  comparison  of  the  angle  of  vision  with  those  around  us,  it  will 
be  found  that  there  is  a  great  diversity  in  the  points  of  focus.  The 
eye,  indeed,  in  its  functions,  has  not  inappropriately  been  called  "  a^ 
mechanical  instrument,"  depending  much  upon  the  particular  organism. 

Myopia  may  be  produced  by  a  loss  of  the  adjusting  power  of  visioo, 
or  it  may  depend  upon  an  original  defect  in  some  of  the  refractive 
media  of  the  eye.  These  causes  may  operate  singly  or  combined.  la 
confirmation  of  the  truth  of  the  refractive  power  of  the  eye,  it  will  al- 
ways be  observed  that  myopics  partially  close  their  eyes  when  looking 
at  distant  objects,  so  that  the  pupil  will  collect  only  the  direct  rays. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  fashion  of  using  glasses  has  often  greatly 
increased,  nay,  perpetuated  the  difficulty  with  myopic  patients;  where* 
as  many  of  these  cases  would  doubtless  have  improved  (if  not  beea 
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I  i«§taied)  by  ^e  proper  exercise  of  the  e^es,  nnassieted  by  glaases. 

>.  Thii  remark  coDcemiDg  the  improper  nge  of  glaBses  will  apply  in  re- 

gaii  to  increwiiig  their  power,  by  deepetiiiig  the  concave  Borface 

when  there  is  really  do  necessity  for  doing  ho.     Glassea  of  the  lowest 

mognilyiDg  power,  which  will  eaable  the  paticDt  to  see  objects  at  the 

]>W€3per  distance,  shonld  be  employed.     What  is  meant  by  "  proper 

disttnce,"  is,  that  neither  too  great  m^Difying  power  nor  too  dimin- 

isfaedpowerof  glasses  should  be  used,  bat  sncb  as  will  give  distinct 

rz^nm  at  the  trrdinary  distaQce  or  focus  common  to  most  persons. 

TThe  particolar  occupation  or  habitual  mode  of  using  the  eyes  has 
mvBchto  do  in  developing  myopia;  hence  etadents  and  silversmiths, 
••■^^■11  those  who  employ  their  sight  npon  small  objects,  frequently 
b«-ii^  00  near-sightedness;  and  if  glasses  should  be  resorted  to  w ith- 
O'***  proper  discrimination,  the  defect  maybe  aggravated  instead  of 
otfcwated.  On  the  other  hand,  persons  devoted  to  the  exercise  of  iheir 
■^S'lt  apon  distant  objects,  such  as  Geld-sports  and  the  like,  are  rarely 
*'<*obled  with  myopia.  I  might  introduce  some  interesting  statistics 
***   thiae  points. 

-fmbyo^  or  far-sightedness  is  jost  the  opposite  of  the  condition  I 

■^"Ve  been  describing,  and  is  most  usually  found  in  persons  of  advanc- 

•^  y«ar8,  though  not  peculiar  to  old  age;  for  there  are  some  striking 

'^sea  of  extreme  yoath  who  have  been  troubled  with  this  imperfeo- 

"  On.     It  however  most  generally  makes  its  appearance  between  forty 

**»d  ifty  years  of  age,  though  there  are  those  who  do  not  use  glasses 

■otil  a  much  later  period  in  life.    Presbyopia  is  brought  on  by  a  di- 

'Oinntion  of  the  refractive  power  of  the  eye,  which  is  owing  to  a  fail- 

'"©ia  the  absorbents  to  perform  their  wonted  functions,  either  becanse 

•'  «ge,  or  too  constant  employment  of  the  sight;  or  in  consequence  of 

•nf«bled  health  arising  from  other  causes.     The  axis  of  the  eye  being 

Ultu  modified,  the  focus  of  vision  falls  behind  the  retina  when  looking 

*fc  «bjects  near  by,  such  as  reading,  needle-work,  and  the  like.    When 

*^>te  defect  is  experienced  by  persons  over  forty,  they  should,  as  a 

I      Beoeral  rule,  at  once  resort  to  the  use  of  convex  glasses.     But  there 

I      are  cases  of  presbyopia  that  do  not  require  glasses;  and  in  every  case 

I    'Vvhcn proper  to  be  n^ed,  ajudicioos  selection  should  be  made,  having 

W    ref^tiiuce  to  the  tpnd  of  glass  and  the  power  of  convexity  of  the  lena 

■    ^- — tiBiog  those  of  i^  kast  power,  to  enable  the  person  to  see  at  the 

'^  imperfect  narration  of  the  conditions  of  the  eye 
li^eadily  be  understood  that  mqcb  judgment 
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shoald  be  displayed  in  the  selectioa  of  the  most  appropriate  gla8868. 
And  yet  many  physicians  are  governed  in  this  matter  by  the  represen- 
tations of  the  vender  rather  than  by  the  laws  of  optics,  and  the  ajqptt* 
cation  of  these  laws  to  the  particular  case  seeking  advice.  It  eyett 
sometimes  happens  that  medical  men  of  deserved  reputation  and  pool* 
tion  are  unwittingly  led  to  give  an  unqualified  endorsation  of  the  par* 
ticular  glasses  of  some  vender,  when  it  may  be  that  the  glasses  im 
question  have  been  condemned  by  long  experience,  and  by  the  best 
opticians.  This  is  true  in  regard  to  the  pebble  spectacles.  It  is  incor- 
rect to  suppose  that  pebbles  are  equal  to  glass.  They  are  harder  and 
much  more  expensive,  but  not  so  accurate  as  glass  spectacles,  as  can 
be  demonstrated  by  any  skillful  optician.  Mr.  Hawes  has  shrewdlj 
said,  that  '*  this  is  a  piece  of  information  not  so  advantageous  to  the 
vender  as  to  the  purchaser." 

Spectacles  should  always  be  preferred  to  the  hand  glass,  (or  what 
is  commonly  called  "  reading  glasses,")  because  they  can  be  adjusted 
much  better  to  the  eye,  which  is  often  an  important  matter;  and  the 
double  reading  glasses  (if  reading  glasses  be  selected)  should  always 
be  used  instead  of  single  ones,  thereby  avoiding  any  antagonism  of  the 
sight  by  the  habit  of  using  one  eye  only,  instead  of  both.  Besides,  it 
is  very  important  to  many  persons  to  have  two  pair  of  glasses — one 
suited  to  near  objects,  and  the  other  pair  adapted  to  distant  objects; 
and  sometimes  there  are  peculiarities  in  the  defective  eye  which  re- 
quire a  special  adjustment  of  glasses  to  the  particular  case.  Profes- 
sor Airey  has  furnished  us  a  striking  example  on  this  point,  in  his  own 
person ;  and  other  cases  might  be  cited. 

I  hope  these  suggestions  may  induce  the  reader  to  examine  mj 

views,  by  reference  to  elaborate  treatises  upon  the  subject,  where  he 

will  find  them  more  fully  discussed.     Yours,  &c. 

A.  J.  CpoN,  M.D. 
Richmond,  Ya. 


>»< 


The  Wood  Frizea 

Some  two  years  ago  Dr.  Jas.  K  Wood,  in  order  to  establish  an 
Anatomical  and  Surgical  Museum  in  Bellevue  Hospital,  offered  to  the 
students  of  the  three  Medical  Colleges  of  this  city  two  prizes — one  of 
$50.00,  the  other  of  $25.00 — ^for  the  best  anatomical  or  surgical  prepa- 
rations that  should  be  presented  to  that  hospital.  The  first  presenta- 
tion took  place  on  the  first  of  March  last. 

The  meeting  was  addressed  by  Dr.  Valentine  Mott,  who  made  the 
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presentation.    His  remarks  were  very  flattering  to  the  successful  conh 
petitors,  and  he  was  several  times  loudly  applauded.    He  dwelt  princi- 
pally apoQ  the  importance  of  cultivating  a  knowledge  of  surgical  anato- 
my, and  referred  to  the  great  improvements  that  had  been  made  in  the 
wence  during  the  last  half  century. 

The  first  prize  was  given  to  George  Frederick  Shrady,  of  the  Col- 
^  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  He  has  since  graduated  from  the  In- 
fititntioii,  and  now  is  at  the  New  York  Hospital,  (senior  assistant.) 

The  second  prize  was  awarded  to  George  Edward  Post,  of  the  Uni- 
versity JMedical  College,  Fourteenth  Street.  It  consisted  of  the  sympa- 
tiwtic  ganglia  of  the  head  and  neck.  The  preparation  is  a  small  one, 
but,  (x>rLBidering  the  amount  of  work  laid  out  upon  it,  is  truly  a  multum 

I^r.  Shrady's  preparation  consists  of  a  dissection  of  the  nerves  of  the 
head,  Hock,  thorax,  and  arms;  but  the  part  worthy  of  special  notice 
» the  dissection  of  the  trifacial  and  seventh  pair,  which  are  followed  out 
with  ejxitraordinary  minuteness. 
The  prizes  were  accompanied  with  elegant  testimonials. 
^'  3Mott  was  followed  by  Dr.  John  W.  Francis,  who  as  usual  made 
some  Very  appropriate  remarks.     He  traced  the  history  of  anatomical 
P^P^^'a.tions  from  the  time  of  Ruysch  down  to  the  present,  compli- 
mented. Dr.  Wood  very  highly  for  the  laudable  object  he  had  in  view, 
wid  coiig|.atulated  him  on  the  success  of  his  first  experiment. 
-^fter  a  few  remarks  were  made  by  Drs.  J.  M.  Smith,  G.  T.  Elliot, 

^^^  Jas.  R.  Wood,  the  meeting  dispersed,  highly  pleased  with  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

^o  Dr.  James  R.  Wood,  for  thus  setting  the  example  in  this  matter, 
^  ^^e  the  esteem  and  support  of  the  profession.     The  awards  are  to 
^^  place  annually. 

"^here  were  other  specimens  presented,  of  which  one  by  Mr.  Brom- 

^*   of  Thirteenth  Street  School,  is  deserving  of  special  commendation. 

^he  specimens  are  now  at  the  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  we  advise  all 

/^^  take  an  interest  in  dissections  to  call  and  see  them.     If  the  exam- 

'^^    set  by  these  gentlemen,  Shrady  and  Post,  be  appreciated  by  those 

^^  are  to  follow  them,  the  Hospital  must  ere  long  have  an  Anatomi- 

'     and  Surgical  Museum  of  rare  value.    The  presentation  of  these 

f^^es  is  the  first  of  the  kind  that  has  taken  place  in  this  country — that 

'tio  say,  not  connected  with  any  particular  college,  nor  offered  by  any 

I^^Ofessor.     Dr.  Wood  has  the  credit  of  originality  in  this  matter,  and 

hope  his  example  will  be  fully  appreciated,  and  followed  accordingly. 
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The  Vexed  Questioii  in  Medioal  Etfaios. 

Mr.  Editor — Apart  from  all  mere  personal  considerations,  the  fol- 
lowing questions  are  submitted  as  vastly  more  important. 

1.  The  American  Medical  Association  claim  the  authority  to  exclude 
their  members  at  an  annual  meeting  without  trial  or  hearing.  We 
mquire  whether  such  exclusion  can  expel  the  party  from  the  profession 
to  which  he  has  been  educated  ?  Or  is  it  only  an  act  of  discipline, 
expressive  of  the  purpose  of  its  members  to  choose  their  own  company, 
which  every  society  has  a  perfect  right  to  do  ?  If  the  latter,  the  ex- 
pelled member  endures  the  penalty  of  his  offence  in  the  sentence  of  ex- 
pulsion, and  may  at  any  time  thereafter  apply  for  re-admission,  or  be 
delegated  a  member  by  any  medical  organization  in  the  country,  and 
enter  the  Association  as  though  he  had  not  sinned,  and  this  by  the 
very  letter  of  the  Constitution. 

2.  But  if  such  exclusion  be  deemed  an  expulsion  from  the  profession, 
the  party  is  no  longer  eligible  for  membership,  unless  restored  by  the 
same  authority.  On  application  for  such  restoration,  accompanied  by 
proofs  that  his  offence  has  been  expiated,  and  atoned  for  by  public  re- 
traction, and  the  abandonment  of  the  misdemeanor  for  which  he  was 
excluded,  the  Association  could  restore  him  to  the  profession  by  a  vote, 
and  thus  render  him  eligible  for  membership  by  delegation;  or  they 
could  refuse  to  restore  him,  and  thus  keep  him  out  of  the  profession  ad 
infinitum^  even  though  delegated  to  the  body. 

The  principles  here  briefly  stated  may  need  to  be  settled  at  an  early 
stage  of  the  proceedings  in  our  meeting  in  May.  querist. 

BOOK   ]N^OTIOES. 

Elements  op  Inorganic  Chemistry,  including  the  applications  of  the  science 
to  the  arts.  By  Thomas  Graham,  F.R.S.,  of  University  College,  London.  Ed- 
ited by  Henry  Watts,  of  London,  and  Robert  Bridges,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia. 
Second  American,  from  the  second  revised  and  enlarged  London  edition* 
Complete  in  one  volume,  royal  8vo.,  pp.  852,  with  233  illustrations  on  wood. 
Philadelphia:  Blanchard  &  Lea.    1858. 

We  have  here  the  most  thorough  and  complete  work  on  the  inorganic  depart- 
ment of  chemistry  ever  published,  including  its  practical  applications  to  th« 
arts.  It  is  well  adapted  to  students,  and  must  be  invaluable  to  public  and  pri- 
vate libraries,  as  a  book  of  reference  worthy  of  entire  confidence.    The  author 

■ 

has  employed  several  years  in  it-s  preparation,  issuing  it  in  London  in  parts^  at 
long  intervals.  The  American  editor  has  imbodied  in  this  complete  edition  all 
the  recent  improvements  and  discoveries  to  the  present  date,  and  thus  enhanced 
its  value.  The  engraving^  are  very  beautifully  executed,  and  many  of  then 
entirely  new.  The  student  who  masters  this  book  will  be  thoroughly  posted  up 
in  the  present  state  of  knowledge  in  the  science. 
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Plitibs  Illdstratiye  of  Wilson  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin.    Fourth  Edition. 
Philadelphia:  Blaacbard  &  Lea.    1858. 

Those  who  have  secured  the  4th  edition  of  Mr.  Wilson's  work  on  Diseases  of 
^  Skin,  will  have  observed  that  the  author  has  treated  largely  upon  "Gonsti- 
totioQal  Syphilis  and  Syphilitic  Eruptions."  The  appropriate  plates  will  be 
foaiid  in  this  volume  very  artistically  colored  from  life,  and  would  seem  to  be 
indispensable  as  an  accompaniment  to  the  text.  The  publishers  have  rendered 
»good  service  to  the  profession  by  bringing  out  ^his  new  volume  of  plates  in 
>o  handsome  a  style. 

teKABCHES  in  PrIMABY  PATHOLOGY  AND  THE  ORIGIN  AND  LaWS  OP  EPIDEMICS, 

hi  two  volumes.    By  M.  L.  Knapp,  M.D.    Philadelphia:  1858. 

^he  author  of  this  work,  now  completed,  with  extraordinary  pertinacity  m- 
cists  upon  his  adopted  notion  of  the  ^'  inane  cause,  scorbutic  nature,  and  essen- 
^^  unity  of  disease,''  and  now  issues  another  ponderous  volume  in  its  defence. 
According  to  his  creed  scurvy  is  universal,  a  physical  depravity,  and,  indeed, 
the  source  of  all  corporeal  evil,  for  there  is  no  other  disease  in  the  human  race. 
We  have  heretofore  expressed  our  estimate  of  Dr.  K's  labors,  and  our  prediction 
ti>&t  nothing  that  he  ?rrites  on  the  subject  will  be  read  in  this  generation;  but 
he  teaches  for  posterity,  on  whom  he  relies  for  posthumous  fame.  We  wish  he 
ooal^  be  mwe  profitably  employed. 

NOTICE. 

*^T:ie  proceedings  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  at  their  an- 
nna.1  convention,  to  be  held  at  the  Smithsonian  Institute,  in  the  City 
^^^"ashington,  D.  C,  on  the  4th  instant,  may  be  expected  in  our  June 
»ra«^l)er. 


»»» 


THE  OLIVE  BRANCH. 

.dvices  from  Philadelphia  confirm  the  rumor  named  in  our  last — the 
*^"*iiorities  of  Blockley  Hospital  having  delegated  their  Resident 
* '^^eician  to  represent  that  Institution  in  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
^^t.ion,  at  the  May  meeting  in  Washmgton. 

1*his  coarse  we  learn  has  been  taken  in  no  spirit  of  disrespect  to  that 
"^^3r,  but  in  the  expectation  that  their  delegate  will  make  such  aton^ 
"^*it  and  reparation  to  the  Association  for  the  ethical  offence  for 
^'^ch  he  was  excluded  in  1856,  as  shall  bespeak  the  favor  and  forgive- 
'^^^a  of  his  former  brethren,  and  restore  him  to  his  standing  in  their 
^•iowship.  In  anticipation  of  such  result,  it  is  said  as  we  go  to  press, 
^'^^t  Dr.  McC.  will  not  appear  as  a  delegate,  or  claim  any  recognition, 
^^^^leas  the  Association  shall  decide  favorably  on  his  petition. 
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We  cordially  approve  of  this  pacific  course,  and  trust  that  it  may 
terminate  happily  for  all  parties,  and  avert  the  conflict  which  might  be 
apprehended,  if  evil  counsels  prevailed,  in  the  approaching  conyentioii 
at  Washington.  We  trust  that  by  doing  right,  Dr.  McC.  may  disarm 
hostility,  and  that  the  Association  may  do  itself  honor  by  its  action  hi 
the  premises. 

For  the  part  we  have  been  constrained  to  take  in  this  journal  cm. 
the  controverted  subject,  se  defendendo^  we  owe  our  readers  this  apology* 
Having  d(me  right  in  certifying  for  our  quondam  Mend,  under  the  pe- 
culiar circumstances  of  the  case,  we  resented  the  unmerited  censures  of 
our  Philadelphia  brethren,  and  their  sympathizers  at  home,  in  terms 
sufficiently  strong.  Nor  was^here  any  occasion  to  announce  that  we 
would  ''  do  so  again  ^  in  a  similar  case,  for  no  similar  case  is  probable^ 
or  even  possible. 

But  like  our  old  friend.  Dr.  Condie,  we  have  Wdsh  blood  in  our  yeinSy. 
which  sometimes  grows  rampant,  and  especially  under  such  provocatton 
as  that  given  in  this  case.  Hence  our  vehemence  against  the  hostOitj 
of  certain  cliques  who  assailed  our  good  name,  may  have  subjected  os 
to  the  imputation  of  defiance  toward  the  profession  collectively,  whidi 
would  be  at  variance  with  our  whole  history.  For  if  we  had  served 
our  God  with  the  same  zeal  and  fidelity  as  we  have  our  profession,  we- 
should  be  a  better  Christian  than  we  dare  claim  to  be. 

To  any  such,  therefore,  who  may  have  misconstrued  what  we  have 
said  or  done,  we  have  a  few  last  words.  There  has  been  no  intention 
on  our  part  to  magnify  this  purely  local  controversy  into  undue  impor- 
tance, and  thus  bring  it  into  the  general  medical  politics  of  the  country. 
Indeed  no  responsibility  for  pushing  this  subject  into  our  Association 
rests  at  our  door.  As  one  of  the  Yice  Presidents  of  this  body,  an 
honor  of  which  we  are  not  insensible,  we  deprecate  the  introduction 
into  a  scientific  body  of  any  mooted  questions  of  local  politics,  or  indi- 
vidual quarrels,  of  only  sectional  interest.  And  we  are  ready  to  do 
whatever  in  us  lies  to  preserve  and  perpetuate  that  harmony  and  mu- 
tual good  will  which  has  ever  characterized  our  annual  convocations; 
and  which  must  be  continued  if  the  great  and  important  objects  of  the 
Association  be  not  merged  in  petty  questions  of  ethical  police,  which 
belong  to  the  local  medical  bodies,  whose  province  it  is  to  settle  dif- 
ferences between  their  own  members,  without  disturbing  the  delibera* 
tions  of  our  national  congress  with  such  minor  matters.    So  mote  it  be^ 
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MEDICAIi  EDUCATION.    "Wliat  is  to  be  Done? 

7%  Chicago  Medical  Journal  for  April,  sabmits  to  the  profession 
'  »  new  plan  of  medical  education,  providing  for  an  increase  of  depart- 
ments to  ten;  five  of  which  to  be  elementary,  and  five  practical,  but 
«fl  to  be  taught  within  nine  months  of  the  same  year!  The  Diseases 
of  CJhildren,  Medical  Jurisprudence,  and  Clinical  Practice,  both  sur- 
gM2al  and  medical,  are  omitted  from  the  curriculum,  so  that  four  addi- 
tional departments  would  seem  to  be  called  for,  increasing  the  profes- 
sorships to  fourteen!  and  it  is  probable  that  a  less  number  would  fail  to 
noeet  adequately  the  wants  of  students  and  the  demands  of  the  pro- 
fession. 

While  the  plan  and  suggestions  of  f  rofessor  Davis  are  of  great 
▼alue,  and  would  be  a  very  great  advance  and  progress  in  raising  the 
standard  of  medical  education,  we  fear  that  crowding  the  whole  of 
^HJth  coorses  into  the  same  year  would  be  fatal  to  its  usefulness,  and 
impose  greater  labor  on  the  students  than  now,  without  any  cor- 
iPBq>onding  benefit/    If  the  elementary  course  were  attended  the  first 
ywtt;  the  practical  department  followed  up  in  the  second  year,  or 
^^ed  between  the  second  and  third  year;  thorough  clinical  instruction 
m hospitals  being  included,  and  made  indispensable  to  a  degree;  what 
the  profession  claim,  and  what  students  need,  would  then  be  better  se- 
cured.   To  attempt  the  whole  collegiate  course  in  a  single  year  would, 
^e  are  persuaded,  prove  a  failure,  both  by  teachers  and  pupils. 

Mbreover,  how  are  the  two  other  years  of  study  to  be  spent,  with- 
out any  attendance  upon  lectures  ?  In  the  offices  of  private  preceptors 
bj  reading,  and  private  examinations  ?  The  latter  would  indeed  be 
profitable,  but  it  would  be  a  weariness  to  the  flesh,  if  attendance  upon 
Ifictures  were  to  be  postponed  to  the  last  year. 

A  much  better  plan  would  be  to  hear  lectures  on  the  elementary 
branches  only  the  first  year,  with  corresponding  studies;  and  devoting 
^  two  remaining  years  to  the  practical  and  clinical  departments,  with 
^bfi  appropriate  reading,  would  seem  to  be  a  remedy  for  the  defects  of  the 
present  system,  felt  to  be  inadequate  and  irrational.  Dr.  D.  seems  to 
«*ve  a  clear  perception  of  what  is  wanted,  but  his  plan,  if  we  under- 
stand  it,  is  insufficient  to  correct  the  existing  evils. 

That  some  radical  change  in  the  present  system  of  medical  educa- 
tion has  become  imperatively  necessary,  can  no  longer  be  doubted. 
■I^o  public  mind  is  awake  to  the  subject,  and  the  profession  will  be 
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obliged  to  respond.  Our  National  Association  has  spoken  and  acted 
every  year  in  view  of  prospective  and  speedy  reform;  and  the  fact  that 
two  committees  are  this  year  charged  with  the  subject,  and  reports  are 
expected  from  both  at  the  approaching  meeting  in  May,  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  demonstrates  the  prevalent  feeling  that  some  decisi?e 
measures  are  now  expected,  looking  to  improvement  in  our  entire  sys- 
tem of  educating  physicians  and  surgeons,  by  the  existing  schools. 
Indeed  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  this  is  to  be  the  absorbing  topic 
at  this  meeting  for  1868,  which,  from  its  central  location,  will  be  the 
largest  representation  of  the  profession  ever  assembled  m  the  country. 

We  have  an  abiding  confidence  that  good  will  result  from  the  actioii, 
whatever  it  is,  which  this  medical  congress  shall  take,  after  due  ddiil>> 
eration  and  discussion  of  the  whole  subject,  such  as  is  expected.  Bat 
we  confess  our  conviction  that  the  plan  projected  by  our  Yiiginla 
brethren,  to  establish  a  State  Board  of  Examiners,  who  shall  have  the 
exclusive  power  of  conferring  degrees,  which  rhall  be  a  license  to  prac- 
tice either  medicine  or  surgery  in  that  State,  promises  better  results 
than  any  other  existing  or  suggested  scheme.  This  Board  is  to  be  in- 
dependent of  all  schools,  and  all  public  teachers  are  to  be  excluded 
from  holding  a  place  in  the  Board;  the  candidates  to  be  examined  as 
to  theb  qualifications,  irrespective  of  the  source  whence  they  derived 
their  knowledge.  If  a  similar  independent  Board  existed  in  every 
State,  under  the  authority  of  law,  so  that  a  complete  separation  of  the 
teaching  from  the  licensing  power  could  be  secured,  every  needed  reform 
might  be  attained.  The  selection  of  this  Board  might  safely  be  vested 
in  the  National  Association,  or  in  the  State  Medical  Societies,  by  whcmi 
all  details  might  be  arranged. 

But  meanwhile,  as  having  an  important  bearing  on  this  questio  vexor 
ta,  we  insert  from  the  Nashville  Medical  Journal  of  April,  an  editorial 
in  relation  to  the  proposed  alteration  of  the  Constitution,  which  is  in- 
tended to  exclude  the  present  representation  from  the  colleges,  as  sucby 
from  the  Association,  and  requiring  the  professors  to  pome,  if  at  all,  as 
delegates  from  some  medical  organization  other  than  a  school.  We 
greatly  fear  the  effect  of  this  alteration,  if  adopted,  will  be  to  deprive 
the  Association  of  all  semblance  of  control  or  influence  over  the  col- 
leges, if  they  have  no  direct  voice  in  any  action  taken  in  relation  to  their 
rights  or  interests.  But  as  our  worthy  confrere  of  Nashville  has  ma- 
turely considered  the  subject,  we  content  ourselves  with  submittmg  hit 
article  entire. 
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Prof.  Davis,  in  the  Cfucago  Journal  for  April,  superadds  the  follow- 
ing, ajod  submits  still  another  plan: 

-American  Medical  Aasociation  and  Medical  Education. 

It  is  quite  probable  that  much  of  the  time  of  the  coming  annual 
sessioii  of  the  National  Association  will  be  occupied  in  considering  the 
hactoeyed  but  highly  important  subject  of  medical  education. 

la    the  number  of  our  Journal  for  March,  we  gave  our  views  in 

regard  to  a  more  systematic  and  comprehensive  course  of  instruction  in 

the  medical  colleges;  and  we  will  now  add  a  few  suggestions  in  regard 

to  tlie  exaction  of  a  more  elevated  standard  of  attainment,  and  the 

BKlhod  by  which  candidates  should  be  admitted  into  the  profession. 

That  the  standard  of  attainments,  both  preliminary  and  medical,  re- 

xpured  of  those  who  enter  the  profession  is  altogether  inadequate,  is 

everywhere  apparent  and  acknowledged.    The  fact  is  too  easily  ob- 

eened  to  require  either  argument  or  elucidation.    It  is  far  different, 

Iwmever,  with  the  other  branch  of  the  subject,  viz.,  by  what  method 

Aafl  we  secure  the  exaction  of  a  standard  more  elevated  and  more 

in  accordance  with  the  intrinsic  importance  and  responsibilities  of  the 

fwfession  ? 

Concerning  this  there  is  great  diversity  of  opinion.  A  large  part  of 
^  profession  seem  to  regard  the  medical  colleges  alone  as  the  respon- 
sible agents  for  exacting  such  a  standard  as  is  desirable.  This  class 
^I^eara  to  have  controlled  the  proceedings  of  the  Association  at  Nash- 
^e,  and  to  have  procured  the  appointment  of  the  special  committee 
^er  the  resolutions  of  Dr.  Curry.  This  committee  consisted  of  Drs. 
J.  R.  Wood  and  John  Watson,  of  N.  Y. ;  Rene  LaRoche,  of  Phila- 
^Ma;  Geo.  R.  Grant,  of  Memphis;  and  C.  B.  Nottingham,  of  Mar 
^;  and  were  instructed  to  report  a  "  System  of  Medical  Instruction^^ 
^hich  should  set  forth  a  "  uniform  basis  upon  which  our  medical  insti- 
witions  shall  be  organized,  *****  the  requisite  qualificor 
^  for  gradv/ition/^  etc.  We  have  not  much  confidence  that  this 
^^^^nunittee  will  be  able  to  devise  any  system  which  will  be  satisfactory 
*^6n  to  those  who  were  most  active  in  procuring  its  appointment.  If 
^  does,  we  shall  be*  most  happy  to  co-operate  in  candying  out  its  recom- 
"^ations. 

^4e********* 

'^e  adoption  of  such  a  plan  would  effect  several  important  objects: 
^8t.  It  would  insure  greater  uniformity  and  appropriateness  in  the 
standard  of  qualifications,  by  enabling  the  National  Association,  as  the 
^nunon  representative  of  the  whole  profession,. to  designate  both  the 
20 
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standard  and  the  method  of  carrying  it  out,  by  the  censors  of  the 
eral  State  societies. 

2d.  It  would  greatly  increase  the  importance  of  the  State  soci 
and  the  interest  which  would  consequently  be  felt  in  their  permai 
and  efficient  management.  The  fees  derived  from  the  granting  of 
diplomas  would  not  only  furnish  a  fund  sufficient  to  pay  the  boa 
censors  for  the  time  spent  in  examinations,  but  would  doubtless  le 
surplus  sufficient  to  enable  each  society  to  offer  annually  a  respec 
premium  for  papers  embracing  important  original  mvestigations. 

3d.  It  would  exempt  the  colleges  from  the  constant  jealousy  an< 
picion  engendered  by  the  idea  that  they  are  induced  to  keep  the 
dard  of  medical  education  low,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  m 
of  their  alumni.  Being  free  from  the  responsibility  of  actually  a 
ting  candidates  into  the  ranks  of  the  profession,  they  would  be  1 
their  legitimate  work  of  teachingy  and  emulatuig  each  other  only  i 
extent  and  perfection  of  their  several  courses  of  instruction. 

4th.  Finally,  it  would  place  the  responsibility  of  admittuig  new 
bers  into  the  profession  where  it  naturally  belongs,  namely,  wit 
profession  through  its  own  organizations. 


»»« 


Prof:  OLIVER  "WENDELL  HOLMES. 

We  bespeak  especial  attention  to  the  Valedictory  Address,  re< 
delivered  by  this  gentleman  at  Harvard  University,  and  to  whi( 
give  a  prominent  place  in  this  number.  It  abounds  in  the  best 
acteristics  which  distinguish  its  author,  and  cannot  fail  to  interes 
profit  the  reader.  We  have  italicized  one  vastly  instructive  para^ 
which  deserves  to  be  printed  in  letters  of  gold.  Of  its  truthfulnet 
Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^  from  which  we  copy  the  ad 
furnishes  a  striking  illustration  in  its  last  number,  in  the  report 
recent  case  of  a  Fibro-nucleated  tumor  filling  the  left  pleural-  c 
which  was  unsuspected  by  the  physical  diagnosticians,  and  mistak 
a  case  of  pleuritic  effusion,  by  both  Dr.  Storer  and  Dr.  Bowditcl 
the  trocar  thrust  into  the  thorax  three  times  just  before  death,  w 
other  result  than  dry  tapping.  The  post  mortem  revealed  the  mi 
No  inference  unfavorable  to  the  skill  in  diagnosis  of  our  Boston  i 
is  hence  authorized,  but  only  that  it  being  impossible  to  diagrnof 
accurately  in  this  case  before  death,  should  teach  us  all  that  noU: 
so  easy  asto  be  mistaken,  as  Professor  Holmes  wisely  teaches. 


<»'»'i~    —     *~ii    m.mt'k0~' 
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Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Obsenrer. 

The  April  number  has  improved  in  all  respects  over  its  recent  pre- 
decessors, under  the  brief  homilies  of  the  Gazette  ;  so  that  we  have  no 
occasion  for  stirring  up  strife  with  its  editors,  now  that  our  "  brother  " 
in  the  tripod  has  lowered  his  tone,  and  seems  disposed  to  learn  modera- 
tion and  courtesy.    Hence  we  forgive,  if  we  cannot  forget  his  wrong,  as 
is  oar  wont,  and  as  we  did  in  the  recent  case  of  Dr.  McClintock; 
although  the  latter  did  give  better  evidence  of  repentance  before  he 
got  our  certificate.      Still  we  anticipate  from   "the  sober  second 
thonglit  ^  of  our  confrere  of  the  Lancet  and  Observer ^  when  he  is  better 
"posted  up"  in  the  circumstances  of  what  he  calls  our  ^^ faux  jpas^^  a 
▼cry  different  estimation  of  the  whole  matter,  and  that  he  too  will  re- 
tnict  much  that  he  has  said,  under  the  promptings  of  that  "  self-respect '» 
which  conscience  and  duty  inspire.     If  not,  we  will  agree  to  differ,  and 
feDonv-ship  him  in  anticipation  of  this  result,  notwithstanding  Humanum 

Ot  fT^4Xn, 


»•< 


Statistics  of  American  Medical  Colleges,  for  1857-8. 

students.    Graduates. 

Jefferson  Medical  College 601         209 

University  of  Pennsylvania 145 

University  of  New  York 127 

University  of  Nashville 353         109 

N.  Y.  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons .  63 

St.  Louis  Medical  College 125          49 

Ohio  Medical  College 43 

Rush  Medical  College 36 

Pennsylvania  Medical  College . .  36 

New  York  Medical  College 33 

University  of  South  Carolina 216 

University  of  Georgia 61 

University  of  Michigan 2t 

Missouri  Medical  College 26 

Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine 18 

Harvard  University 16 

Oglethorpe  Medical  College 11 

Starling  Medical  College 10 

University  of  Buffalo 9 

Yale  Medical  College 6 

Castleton  Medical  College,  2  sessions ....  94           34 

Memphis  Medical  College 19 
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Ne-w  Medical  Journals. 

The  prospectus  of  the  Savannah  Journal  of  Medicine  is  circul 
and  is  to  be  edited  by  Drs.  Sullivan,  Harris,  and  Arnold.  It  is 
issued  bi-monthly,  at  two  dollars  per  annum,  each  number  cent 
72  pages,  and  will  appear  on  or  about  the  first  of  May,  1858. 

Since  this  announcement  was  received,  the  first  number  of  the 
thorpe  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  has  reached  us  from  Sava 
edited  by  Professors  Byrd  and  Steele,  of  that  city.  It  is  a  bi-mo 
at  the  same  price  as  the  former,  and  of  similar  size.  The  first  ni 
is  certainly  creditable  to  all  concerned,  and  abounds  in  good  ma 
original  and  selected.     We  shall  welcome  both  to  our  exchange  ] 

Our  Southern  brethren  are  waking  up,  for  there  are  now  four 
cal  Colleges,  and  will  henceforth  be  four  Medical  Journals  in  Ge 
We  may  expect  a  falling  off  of  medical  students  from  the  Soi 
States  in  our  Northern  Colleges,  if  the  facilities  for  medical  edu( 
are  to  be  thus  multiplied  nearer  home. 


'»♦> 


Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 

This  Journal,  so  long  published  at  Burlington,  N.  J.,  is  now  rei 
to  Philadelphia.  Dr.  Butler  has  associated  with  himself  as  co-< 
Dr.  W.  B.  Atkinson,  of  that  city.  It  is  enlarged  to  68  pages 
the  cover,  and  is  published  monthly,  at  three  dollars  per  annum 
vance,  or  four  dollars  if  not  paid  till  the  close  of  the  year.  It  ii 
lished  by  J.  W.  Bradley,  48  North  Fourth  Street,  Philadelphia. 
April  number  is  certainly  improved  in  all  respects. 

Philadelphia  now  has  six  Medical  Journals,  viz  : 

One  Quarterly,  the  American  Journal^  Sfc. 

One  Bi-Monthly,  the  Medico- Chirurgical  Review. 

Two  Monthlies,  viz.,  the  Medic/il  and  Surgical  Journ^al,  SfC. 

the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 

One  Quarterly,  the  Journ^al  of  Pharmacy. 

One  Weekly,  the  Medical  News  and  Library. 


-♦-•■«- 


Dr.  "Wilson  Je-well, 

of  Philadelphia,  complains  that  injustice  has  been  done  him  in  th 
sions  we  have  had  occasion  to  make  concerning  his  connectioi 
the  "  frauds,  forgeries,  and  bogus  bills,''  for  which  the  Common 
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cil  of  Philadelphia  directed  the  District  Attorney  to  prosecute  the 
late  Board  of  Health  of  that  city,  by  obtaining  their  indictment.  He 
allies  that  he  had  no  participation  in  their  offences,  not  being  in  ofl&ce 
at  the  time  specified;  though  the  Philadelphia  papers  named  him  spe- 
cnfically,  and  published  his  affidavit  with  those  of  his  colleagues,  and 
may  have  thus  misled  us.  We  are  glad  that  Dr.  J.  is  able  to  deny  his 
connection  with  that  corrupt  body;  nor  are  we  surprised  to  hear  that 
l>r.  C.  in  the  Medical  Society  complained  that  he  had  been  insulted  by 
the  inquiry  whether  he  was  not  one  of  the  Board  of  Health.  We 
shaD  rejoice  if  Dr.  Jewell  shall  fully  exonerate  himself  from  any  con- 
nection with  the  men  or  the  acts  complained  of,  for  we  have  hitherto 
i^egarded  him  with  high  respect,  and  if  anything  we  have  said  has 
Vronged  him  it  was  unintentional.  We  wish  he  could  say  as  nmch  for 
his  onjost  insinuations  against  us  in  the  letter  of  Condie,  Jewell  &  Co., 
to  our  Academy.     Verhum  sat. 


»»» 


Peninaular  and  Independent  Medical  Journal, 

^▼oted  to  Medicine,  Surgery,  and  Pharmacy.    Edited  by  A.  B.  Pal. 

^er,  A.M.,  M.D.,  &c.;  Moses  Gunn,  A.M.,  M.D.,  &c.;  F.  Stearns, 

^armaceutist. 

The  April  number  of  this  new  Journal,  the  result  of  the  recent 
•nwUgamation,  comes  to  us  in  an  entire  new  and  greatly  improved  dress, 
•^  is  now  one  of  the  neatest  in  its  typography,  paper,  &c.,  of  any  of 
^  contemporaries  in  the  country.  We  congratulate  the  editors  on  the 
•Ppftarance  and  on  the  contents  of  this  number,  and  bespeak  for  them 
*  more  extended  patronage,  which  they  will  not  fail  to  deserve.  They 
proclaim  their  independence  of  any  party,  clique,  or  school,  and  hence 
^^  secure  a  wider  circulation;  for  the  profession  are  sick  of  "  organs," 
whether  of  colleges,  hospitals,  or  cliques  of  any  kind,  and  all  such  will 
*^  ignored  in  the  "  good  time  coming." 


>  •  < 


Medical  College  of  Georgia. — ^The  vacancy  in  the  chair  of  Chemistry 
*^  Pharmacy,  occasioned  by  the  retirement  of  Professor  Means,  has 
^^n  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Joseph  Jones,  formerly  of 
^vannah. 


»•  • 


BaUknare  College  of  Dental  Surgery. — Dr.  A.  S.  Piggott  takes  the 
^J^  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  vice  Professor  W.  R.  Handy,  de- 
^seaaed. 
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Sydenham  Society. — From  the  report  of  the  fifteenth  amnaal  m* 
ing  of  the  Sydenham  Society,  we  regret  to  learn  that  the  incomt 
the  Society  has  been  for  some  years  barely  sufficient  to  meet  the 
rent  expenses.     It  is  a  matter  of  extreme  regret  that  snch  a  valaai  -r^ 
series  of  publications  as  that  issued  by  tliis  association,  should  not       ^ 
continued,  and  we  trust  that  the  announcement  that  the  Society  i^  -* 
want  of  funds  will  be  sufficient  to  induce  many  to  subscribe  who  h«»"^^ 
not  hitherto  done  so.     When  one  considers  that  for  the  small  sum  (^^ 
about  five  dollars  the  members  receive  from  two  to  four  volames,  ^ 
great  value  and  beautifully  printed,  it  is  remarkable  that  the  list  oT 
subscribers  should  be  so  small.     One  of  the  books  for  the  cnrreDt 
year  has  just  been  received  here.    It  is  a  translation  of  Kaechenr 
meister's  ''  Manual  on  the  Animal  and  Vegetable  Parasites  of  the 
Human  Body,"  and  will  be  shortly  followed  by  the  second  Tolime. 
It  is  illustrated  by  superb  colored  plates,  and  althoagh  a  translatioD 
ftom  the  German,  will  supply  the  void  which,  we  lately  remarked,  ex- 
isted on  this  subject  in  English  medical  literature.    Von  Siebold's 
essay  on  ''  Intestinal  Worms"  will  also  be  supplied  to  subscribers  for 
this  year.     Gentlemen  wishing  to  subscribe,  can  do  so  by  applying  to 
Dr.  R.  H.  Salter,  JNo.  1  Stamford  Street.— 5o5^ow  Med,  and  Surg.  Jawr. 


»•  * 


New  York  Msdical  College. — ^The  summer  course  has  already  com- 
menced in  this  school,  consisting  of  daily  lectures  and  clinics  by  the 
Faculty,  and  a  whole  army  of  specialists;  to  whom  they  have  liberally 
extended  facilities  for  teaching  in  then*  several  departments.  The  al- 
lege will  thus  be  kept  open  the  year  round;  of  which  students  may 
avail  themselves  without  any  additional  expense. 


»♦< 


Jefferson  Medical  College^  'Philadelphia. — The  lamented  death  of 
Prof.  J.  K.  Mitchell  has  been  announced,  leaving  the  chau:  of  Practice 
vacant  in  that  prosperous  school.  It  is  rumored  in  circles  likely  to 
be  well  informed,  that  Prof.  Samuel  H.  Dickson,  of  Charleston,  8.  C, 
is  to  be  his  successor.  This  appointment  will  be  both  politic  and  popfh 
lar,  for  Prof.  Dickson  is  among  the  ablest  teachers  in  the  country. 


»•< 


Our  readers  may  see,  by  the  advertisement  in  another  colamn, 
that  Cod  Liver  Oil  may  now  be  had  in  the  form  of  jelly,  and  thus 
wholly  divested  of  its  offensive  taste,  so  that  it  need  no  longer  offend 
the  stomach. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

Tuesday,  A^  21th,  1868. 

An  election  was  held  to-day  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  of  Philadelphia.     After  several  ballots,  Dr.  S.  H.  Dickson,  of 
South  Carolina,  was  elected  Professor  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine. 
On  the  final  ballot  Dr.  Dickson  had  eight  votes.  Dr.  James  Bryan  six 
TOtes.    Dr.  Dickson  was  recommended  to  the  Trustees  by  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  Faculty.     Among  the  applicants  and  nominees  were 
WYeral  able  and  distinguished  physicians,  Drs.  Robert  K.  Smith,  Lud- 
tow,  Barrach,  Stelle  and  Pepper,  who  on  the  first  ballot  received  scat- 
tering votes.    Dr.  Dickson  was  the  only  candidate  out  of  Philadelphia, 
Md  it  is  supposed  that  in  addition  to  his  great  qualifications,  the  fact 
d  his  coming  from  the  South,  which  sends  so  many  students  to  the 
Coll^,  had  great  influence  in  securing  his  election.  P. 

RXIC2IZPT8  for  ISST-S,  for  Subscription  to  Gazette. 

Dn.  Stephenson,  Bowe,  Osborne,  Yanbaren,  Elder,  Wells,  Baskey,  S.  Griswold,  New- 
l^iBoftth,  PoweU,  Tilden,  Parmly,  Barlow,  Downes,  Lambert,  Latson,  Perkins,  Strew, 
<3iinrold,  Piatt,  MolhoUand,  Perry,  Quinn,  Obed,  EUiott,  Jenkins,  Allender. 
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COD   LIYEK  OIL   JELLY, 

AFFEOVED  B7  THE  HEW  TOSE  ACADEKT  «F  MEDICm. 


►♦^  p 


The  marked  repuenance  which  many  invalids  feel  for  ev^ry  kind  of  oU,.«9i 
especially  for  Cod  Liver  Oil,  prevents  many  patients  from  using  it,  eveii  \fL 
^Mses  where  the  physician  prescribes  it  as  the  only  remedy  for  the  disease;  or 
if  the  invalid,  after  many  efforts,  succeeds  in  taking  it,  the  disgust  and  repq£- 
nance  neutralize,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  good  effect  of  the  remedy.  Oftm 
diarrhoea  or  vomitings  ii^ure  the  state  of  the  patient,  and  tiie  remedy  is  Ml 
injury  instead  of  a  benefit.  These  unpleasant  effects  are  entirely  obviated  \ff 
the  use  of  my  God  Liver  Oil  Jelly.  The  invalid,  if  he  follows  my  direction, 
can  take  it  without  perceiving  the  least  taste  of  the  Oil.  I  also  particularly 
and  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  physicians  to  the  modus  operandi  of  thia 
Jelly  in  the  stomach.  Instead  of  this  feeling  of  nausea,  more  or  lees  painftd, 
which  no  patient  escapes,  this  Jelly,  taken  almost  without  taste,  is  gradoaUy 
dissolved  in  the  stomach.  The  Oil,  by  its  combination  with  the  sugar,  forms  $^ 
beneficial  emulsion,  and  being  carried  in  this  manner  in  an  infinitesimal  mole- 
cular division,  every  particle  acts,  and  no  loss  of  the  remedy  can  happen. 

Invented  and  prepared  solely  by 

E.  QUERU,  Practical  Chemist^ 
Xffo.  139  Fonrth  Avenue,  W.  T. 

PEJVFOLD,  CLJlYSf  CO,,  Agents,  No.  4  Fletcher  Street,  New  York. 

ATLANTA  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

The  Foarth  Course  of  Lectures  in  this  lastitution  win  commenee  on  the  first  MONDAY  in  HAT 
next,  and  continue  four  months. 

FA  C  U  L  TT: 


Alkxandkr  Mxans,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  aad 

Pharmacy. 
JoesFH  P.  Logan,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Physiology  aad 

General  Pathology. 
J.  G.  Wkstmorsland,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of 

Medioa  and  Medical  JurisprudoAce. 
T.  C.  H.  Wilson,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of . 


H.  W.  Brown,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

John  W.  Jons,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Principles  and 

Practice  of  Medicine. 
W.  F.  WKSTMORSLAin),  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Principles 

and  Practice  of  Surgery. 
XeuM.  S.  PowsLL.  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Ohstetrics  and 

Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

FEE8.—Y0X  the  Course  of  Lectures,  $105;  Matriculation,  (once  only,)  $5.00;  DisaactiQgltahil^ 
(taken  once,)  $10.00;  Graduation,  $25.00. 

The  increased  facilities  in  the  Departments  of  Anatomy,  Surgery  and  Chemistry,  affovdtA  Iv 
ample  and  well-adapted  rooms  in  the  new  CoU^e  Building,  make  these  branches  of  study  waek 
more  entertaining  than  heretofore. 

The  Dissecting  Room,  situated  in  the  upper  story  of  tiie  building,  and  furnished  with  aky-Hi^t, 
will  be  opened  and  supplied  with  sound  and  inofiensiye  subjects  by  the  15Ui  of  April. 

Good  board  can  be  had  in  the  city  at  $8.00  to  $4.00  per  week. 

Four  further  information,  addrew 

J.  G.  WESTMOREI^AND^  Peas. 

Abanta,  Geo.,  JIA.  8, 1868. 
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CmitrftotioBS  to  Operatir e  Sargery  &  Surgical  Pathology, 

of  Surgery  in  the  New  York  Medical  College,  Surgeon-in-ohief  to  the  State  Hospital,  &e. 


TFhis  work  will  be  published  in  a  series  of  Numbers,  to  be  issued  quarterly. 

Number,  of  quarto  size,  will  contain  from  Forty  to  Sixty  Pages  of  Letter- 

priated  <m  the  best  paper,  with  Illustrations  of  the  Gases  drawn  from 

);  will  be  complete  in  the  topics  it  embraces;  and  will  be  published  in  the 

feOewlng  order: 

330-0.   X. 

Case  of  Amputation  of  the  Entire  Lower  Jaw.    Remarks  on  Amputation  of 

^be  X^wer  Jaw.    £Uephantiasis  Arabum  successfully  treated  by  Ligature  of  the 

Fc^BitoraJl  Artery,  wil^  cases. 

NTo.   ^. 

Case  of  Exsection  of  the  Entire  Ulna.    Remarks  on  Neuralgia,  with  Three 
BuccessAilly  treated  by  Exsection  of  the  Second  Branch  of  the  Fifth  Pair 
I,  beyond  the  Ganglion  of  Meckel. 

I>Jo.    3. 

Case  of  Restoration  of  the  Entire  Upper  Lip.    Remarks  on  the  Pathology  of 
Ooagenital  Dislocations  of  the  Hip  Joint,  with  Illustrations. 


Case  of  Exsection  of  the   Entire  Radius.    Case  of  Exsection  of  the  Three 
Xxnrcr  Fourths  of  the  same  Bone.    Remarks  on  Osteo-aneurism,  with  a  Case. 


Case  of  Amputation  at  the  Shoulder  Joint  for  the  Removal  of  a  large  Osteo- 
iBbM)ancerous  Tumor  of  the  Humerus,  with  Remarks  on  Amputation  at  this 
J^int.    Case  of  Penetrating  Gun-shot  Wotind  of  the  Heart. 

XCTo.   6. 

Case  of  Double  Congenital  Dislocation  of  the  Hip  Joint.  Remarks  on  Double 
Gipital  Operations,  with  Cases.  Remarks  on  the  Comparative  Merits  of  the  Par- 
tial Amputations  of  the  Foot.    Remarks  on  Amputation  through  the  Ankle  Joint. 

INTO.    -7. 

Sueeessfal  removal  of  a  large  Fibrocartilaginous  Tumor,  growing  from  the 
Sixth  and  Seventh  Ribs,  over  the  Region  of  the  Heart.  Remarks  on  the  Treat- 
iMeat  of  Varicose  Veins  of  the  Lower  Extremities,  with  Cases.  Remarks  on  the 
Oreation  of  an  Artificial  Joint  upon  the  Lower  Jaw,  in  case  of  complete  Anchy- 
IfMta  at  the  Temporo-maxillary  Articulation  of  One  Side. 


Bemarks  on  the  Operation  of  Double  Complicated  Hare  Lip,  with  Cases.  Re- 
macks  on  the  Etiology  of  Congenital  Dislocations  of  the  Hip  Joint  Remarks 
on  tbe  Removal  of  the  First  Dressings  after  Capital  Amputations. 
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OMe  of  EnajBted  Sangaineoue  Tumor  of  tbe  Heck  enccesarully  removed,  w 
Bemwkt  on  iuoh  Formntioai.  Rcmurks  □□  the  Puralent  OphtbalmLft  of  Ibi 
ftnd  orowdod  Institutions.  Case  of  Vuaioo-vagiaal  Fiatola  and  Stricture  of  ' 
Vagina,  with  Pormition  of  Two  Large  Uriuarj  Calculi  in  the  Vapna,  beh.J 
thft  Stricture — Spoutijieoua  Cure  of  tbe  Fislula. 

Two  Cmm  of  Amputation  at  tbe  Hip  Joiot.  Kem&rlis  od  tbe  Anatomy- 
Femonl  Hsrnia.  Case  of  Epilepsy  treated  \ij  Tra«heotom;,  mud  wearint;  o 
Trkcheal  Tubs,  with  Hemarks.  Remarks  on  the  Restoration  of  th«  Eul 
Lower  Lip.  with  Oases.  C»aea  of  Amaurosia  treated  «ith  the  Pomade  de  G« 
dr«l  on  lbs  Sinciput. 

Tb«M  Numbers  ars  in  coarse  of  preporatioa,  and  will  ft^m  one  Compl> 
Volume,  tbe  Vits%  at  a  Series.    The  First  Number  will  ^ip^i  in  Uarch,  ISS 

Touts  ur  S(»»CXim4K. — fianh  Number,  'i  ecott.  to  be  paid  for  ondeliTe: 
UHBSAT  &  BI.AKUTOH, 


SXTROIOAIi  INSTRUMENTS. 
U.  MEIINSTEIX, 

Sl'lCGlCAI.  AS'D  VEXTAL  UrSTMUMSlTTl 
NO,   393   EBOAI>^VAT, 

lMWMB«UMwJWtCta»f«rw«.  SET    TOBK, 

toUfWawQ?  ^Ti«ss  iha  antacoa  if  j^ryeima. PTtiaieMM  iiilT  uis^  hi 
•maenq  «>n^  iif^^aixicaL  [>nital  ami  iXfMr  lam  iiimiuw  K  kis  ttar^  ^  I 
Bn»tm^,t,  N««  I'jck.  *hii:^  !i(  .-Mutaaili  Muq;  Tspea    '    '       ...... 


tt  fm^tamft  yii  ■maof  itf  a>t  .■'■Rf  hm  m  ika  pi 


>y  ibt  HiiMmi  j<  **  'mm  Tait  jf  0»  J  _   _. 

HRdtd     —         -    -  .         ^        _ 

AMwi  _ 
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ALBANY  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

TWoftmC>oiirse(iori«ectiires  are  delivered  annually*    The  Fall  Ck>arse  com- 
menoefl  on  ihefint  Taesdaj  in  September,  and  the  Spring  Coarse  on  the  third  Tuesday  in 
^^jnuj.    Each  Course  continuing  sixteen  weeks.    Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of  each 


•AiDnr  March,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 
JiiOBMcNAiTGBroK,  M.  D.,  Prof.  of  the  Theory 
•'Jd  Phustice  of  Medicine. 
J-uoi  H.  AiufSBT,  M.  D. ,  Professor  of  Anatomy 
THOMAS  Huv,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Institutes  of 
••fcdidne. 


Amos  Dean,  Enq.,  Prof,  of  Med.  Jurisprudence. 

Howard  Townsend,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Materia 
Medica. 

Charlbs  H.  Porter,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy. 

J.  V.  P.  QuACKRNBU8H,M.D.,Prof.  of  Obstetrics. 


^^S'ees  for  a  single  course,  $60;  for  two  courses  paid  in  advance,  $100.    Matriculation  fee,  $6 
Qxadnation  fee,  $20. 

Haterial  for  dissection  abundant,  and  furnished  to  students  on  the  same  terms  as  in  New  York 

d  Philadelphia.     Hospital  Tickets  tree.    Opportunities  for  Clinical  instruction  are  believed  to 

equal  to  those  afforded  by  any  College  in  the  country.    Price  of  Board  from  $2,50  to  $3,50  per 

JOHN  y.  p.  QUACKENBUSH,  Registrar. 


JM 


UNIVERSITY  OF  NASHVILLE. 

edleal  Department. — Session  1857-58.— The  Seventh  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  in 
this  Institution  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  2d  of  November  next,  and  continue  till 
fint  of  the  ensuing  March. 


^taOMAS  R.  JXNHINGS,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ana- 

y. 
J.  Bnamor  LniDSLxr,  M.  D.,  Chemistry  and 

y- 

<3.  K.  Winston,  M.  D.,  Materia  Medica  and 
"ealJurisprudence. 
H .  Buchanan,  M.  D.,  Surgical  Anatomy 
4  Physiology. 


John  M.  Watson,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics  and  ths 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Paul  F.  Evb,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Prin.  and  Prac.  of 
Surgery. 

W.  K.  BowuNO,  M.  D.,  Institutes  and  Practics 
of  Medicine. 

WiLUAH  T.  Briggs,  M.  D.,  Adjunct  Professor 
and  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 


^he  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  opened  for  students  on  the  first  Monday  of  October,  (the  5th.) 
^  Prdvminary  Count  of  Lectures,  free  to  all  Students,  will  be  given  by  the  Professors,  com- 
'^neiiur  also  on  the  first  Monday  of  October, 
^he  I^nessee  State  Hospital,  under  the  direction  of  the  Faculty,  is  open  to  the  Class  free  of 


que  has  been  established,  in  connection  with  the  University,  at  which  operations  are 
brmed  and  cases  prescribed  for  and  lectured  upon  in  the  presence  of  the  class. 
Jbnount  of  Fees  for  Lectures  is  $105;  Matriculation  Fee,  (paid  once  only,)  $5;  Practical  Ana- 
sny,  $10;  Graduation  fee,  $25. 
<tood  boarding  can  be  procured  for  $3  to  $4  per  week.    For  further  information  or  Catalogue, 

PAUL.  F,  EVE,  M.  D., 

NAaHYiLU^  Tknn.,  July  16, 1857.  MBeam  of  the  Wmemtiff, 


CASTLETON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

here  are  two  full  Courses  of  Lectures  annually  in  Castleton  Medical  College.    The  SPBINQ 
SESSION  commencing  on  the  last  Thursday  in  February;  the  AUTUMNAL  SESSION  on 
flxflt  Thursday  in  August.    Each  Course  will  continue  four  months.    Degrees  are  conferred 
Xbtt  dose  of  each  term. 


IhL  P.  SmcoVB,  MD.jProf .  of  Materia  Medica 

idlhen^watics. 

UVUXM.  SWBXBXR,  M.  D.,  Prof.  of  Theory  and 

•dke  of  Medicine. 

Bi  R.  Sabbobn,  M.  D..  Prof,  of  Surgery. 

IPk.  G.  KnnoDca,  A.  M.,  Prof,  of  Med.  Jurisp. 


CoRTDON  La  Ford,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

P.  D.  Bradford, M.D., Prof,  of  Phys.  fcPathoL 

George  Hadley,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry 
and  Natural  History.  > 

Adrian  T.  Woodward,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Ob- 
stetrics. 


'at  Lectures,  $50;  for  those  who  have  attended  two  Courses  at  other  Colleges,  $10; 
$6;  Graduation,  $16;  Board  from  $2.00  to  $2.50  per  week. 


▼y.,  JImw,  1856, 


A.  T,  WOODWARD,  M^D.,  Reg^istrar. 
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TO    THE    niEDICAJL    PROFESSIO 

'' Ferraginoiis  Preparations."* 


Would  call  the  attention  of  Physicians  and  Druggists  to  their  large  asaortaient 
of  Fermginons  Preparations,  protected  by  a  covering  of  sugar,  so  as  to  warrant 
their  keeping  for  any  length  of  time.  These  Sugar  Coated  Pills  or  Drag^,  pre- 
pared by  Messrs.  Gamier,  Lamouroux  &  Gie.,  of  Paris,  are  warranted  to  contain 
ue  exact  proportions^  and  prepared  from  the  very  purest  articles;  the  folUiw- 
ing  are  a  few  of  those  voe  can  furnish  in  any  quantites  at  the  lowest  whoiesale 
price,  viz:  Iodide  Lactate,  Hydrogen  reduced.  Manganese  and  Iron,  VeJlefs 
Citrate  and  Tartrate  of  Iron,  also  Quinine  Pills.  1  gr.  each;  all  the  combina- 
tions of  Kxtract  of  Copaiba,  Cubebs  and  Iron,  Assafcetida  Pills;  all  tiie  aUn- 
loids  in  granules  of  one  fiftieth  (1-50)  of  a  grain,  Opium  Pills,  1  gr.  each;  and 
other  U.  S.  Pharm.  Pills. 

PHYSICIANS^  PRESCRIPTIONS 

will  be  put  up  with  the  above  Drag^es  or  Sugar  Coated  Pills  only  when  pro- 
scribed; thus  for  abreviation  S.  C.  at  the  end  of  the  pill  prescribed,  or  the  ftdl 
word  Drag^es  of  Iodide  Iron,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.  We  have  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Faculty  correct  lists,  with  proportion  of  active  ingredients  in  each  Dragte  er 
PiU.  By  Addressing, 

DELLUC  &  CO;,  Dispensing  ApatkeeariM^ 

635  B&OAD1XrA7,  and 

A50  Fonrth  AvamM. 

P.  S.    Messrs.  H.  C.  Blaib  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  will  take  pleasure  in  show- 
ing the  specimens  to  the  physicians  of  that  city. 

TO   TH£   MEDICAL   PROFESSION. 


Th%  undenrigned  retpectfolly  mforxns  his  Medical  brethren  that  h?  has  retaken  tha  StoM 

XTo.  809  B&OAD1V^A7, 

Formerly  oeenpied  bj  George  D.  Coggeshall,  and  that  he  will  there  carry  on  the  business  of  an 

Apothecary,  in  connection  with  his  old  establishment, 

No.  6  BOW£RY, 

Hoping  that,  with  competent  assistants  and  strict  attention,  be  will  merit  and  reoeiTa  a 
anee  of  the  favors  he  has  hitherto  enjoyed. 

The  profession  may  place  implicit  confidence  in  every  article  being  of  the  best  qn^ty, 
accurately  dispensed. 

AU  new  preparations  made  or  procured  at  short  notice. 

The  undersigned  will  also  endeavor  to  keep  a  supply  of  firesh  Yaodna  Tirns  for  the 
of  the  profession,  on  the  usual  conditions. 

•  BOWEBV,  near  Chatham  Square,  and 
Fabruary,  1868.  t09  BBOADl^AT,  near  11th  St.,  K.  T. 
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Ss^/^jSi 


Barge's  Apparatus  for  Fractured  Thigh 

*  IiMpectfBll;  BnhmiUed  to  the  <:iamlnatiOH  and  criticism  of  the  profeaalaa.  It  ii  a 
'*te  bnoUim,  which  biu  elicited  Ter;  fuTorable  commeat,  aa  far  as  it  ii  bnown.  It 
^M  bwD  thoronghl;  lasted  In  aetaal  practice,  and  has  produced  the  most  grBtlfTiug 
'*"alta  It  is  remarbablj  simple  la  ila  constmction,  eaail;  applied,  comfortahle  to  Uie 
piManl,  adapted  to  fiactare  of  either  limb  and  to  patients  of  any  size.  It  is  tret  tram 
■Q  tteoljeCtlDns  1«  which  the  ordinarj  atraight  spUtit  is  liable,  and  possesses  other 
HOTT  hahuea  of  great  practical  olility.  Bj  it  Ibe  counter-eitending  jjreaaore  is  oon- 
ftnudtollie  oatee  and  tuberosities  of  the  ischia,  aud  does  cot  at  all  impinge  upon  the 
frortofUKfcroin,  bywbicbmeanaoneof  the  moiit  frequent  sources  of  annoyance  and 
Amgw  Is  obnated.  No  part  of  the  body  is  couSned  except  the  injured  limb  and  that 
tOwUchll  Is  immediately  articulated,  viz.,  the  pelvis;  thus  tbe  chest  is  left  entirely 
•Utttruned,  and  much  freedom  of  motion  granted  to  tbe  whole  upper  part  of  the 
body,  which  tends  g[«atly  to  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  patient, 

Tbepelra  U  bo  secured  as  not  to  be  liable  to  lateral  motion  or  to  sink  in  the  bed. 
PiOTiuDD  is  also  made  for  facility  of  defecation,  thus  ensuring  tbe  greatest  possible 
i^MiiliDera.  and  preventing  the  necessity  of  disturbing  tbe  patient  when  his  bowelB  are 
nerei  Until  the  1st  of  May,  iK't.  numbers  of  the  profeaaion  may  obtain  this  sppa- 
nlui complete  in  aJl  its  parts  and  nicely  packed,  by  sending  tbirty  dollars  by  mail  or 
Wpress  to  the  address  of  J.  H.  Hobart  Biirge,  M.D.,  or  William  J.  Burge,  M.D.,  tiO  Coort 
£tnet,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  expense  of  transportation  to  he  defrayed  by  tbe  purchaser, 
iller  the  above  mentioned  date  none  will  be  furnished  less  than  tbirty-flve  dollars,  be- 
atBM  of  improvements  wbich  have  been  made  since  tbe  price  waa  originally  annoimced. 
For  farther  particulars  see  Transacttons  American  Medical  Association,  Yol.  Z,  and 
New  York  Journal  of  Medicine,  Haj.  tH5T,  or  address  aa  above. 

BXMVr  or  8UFI1B.-FB08FBATI1  OF  IROir. 

Tbii  elegant  preparation  contains  five  grains  of  the  salt  to  each  duld  drachm  of  the 
tjrap.  It  has  a  pleasant  acidulona  flavor,  ia  free  from  ferrugtuons  taste,  and  does  not 
blacken  the  stools  or  a  fleet  the  teetb. 

Frapaced  and  for  sale  in  I  Si.  bottles,  or  at  retail,  by 

ALEXANDER  CIT8EMAIT, 

Practical  CliemisC  and  Apotheesiy, 


OPPIOEB    OF 

Palmer's  Patent  Leg  and  Nechanical  Siiigei] 

Ko.  378  Bi'oadwuy,  N.  Y., 
376  Cbesnnt  St.,  Phila.,  &  19  Cheea  St.,  Boston.! 


A    CARD. 

nrgeot  request  of  the  principal  aorgeoas.  phj^lciaiiB.  ai 

Has  patn>iDt  in  Boston,  riud  vitIdub  porta  oF  tW  oDuntn.w. 

:Qluduced  !■■  rtliuqiii-b  Cumanufactui'eot  Artifltin]  Legs  »t  Siiridg 

onen  SQ  office  and  tuanufsclorj  at  IB  Green  Street,  Boston,  Maw. 

._         ..    ilntion",  Ui  wit:— Bi  New  York,  BoiTOs,  aud  PnlLiDKLPHi*. . 

clD«Te]y  devoted  to  this  bmiicb  of  SuirIfsI  art;  wbere  we  i^an  favor  Cll;,  Uospllidt 
ajid  Country  I'atlenta,  at  every  elaag  aod  conditloD,  to  tbe  TulleM  Mleot.  sad  vilh  tlia 
moel  pleasing  aureesa,  w<tb  nrtilicial  llmtn  that  are  perfeutly  natuni  in  tbeir  appeu- 
uire.  easy  and  eminBntly  aerTiceabJe  lo  tbeir  operatLDDB;  that  disgnise  uost  perfecUj. 
tbe  nMuRkl  Iosb,  and  are  (ni/y  rronomieal.  Br.  Palmer's  ArUfloial  Leg  is  wilhoot  Ba-  : 
linporlaDi  rival,  ellber  In  Ei'mpe  or  Ameiiea.  and  it  worn  by  nearly  three  V 
persoDB  with  aMoniBliing  Bnci:eBi,  opward  uf  five  bundnid  of  whi>m  ure  ladies; 
AODf  tliirly  individualt  laeli  walking  upon  Imo  jlrcificiai  Ltgt. 

In  tbe  proseuutlon  of  our  eul«rpni<«  wc  liare  asaoclated  with  oa  an  experienced 
Blolan  and  anrgeon,  who  conaldera  well  and  diecreet]}'  the  BDatumii'al  Ceaturae 
phyelolojikal  and  pathologltal  ooaditlon  ol  the  mutiliiti:.    member  bo  attentively , 
bolb  BurgeoDB  and  their  patleiila  may  repofe  tbe  ntmoet  ^onlldeace  In  uur  ubibti  —^ 
core  to  treat  HUCcesBrully  and  Matlsfactorily  the  worst  I'ormB  and  Kondiliona  uf  niaCUaled 

We  bave  thns  far  been  able  to  keep  paoa  with  everf  irnprovemeDl  and  bumaniUq' 
eflbrt  of  tbe  openling  Bargeon  to  save  every  portion  of  limb  that  ie  poaalble,  in  con- 
■tiiieting  tbe  most  naeful  and  beauljful  appljance  for  the  parts  made  by  Chopait'a  opei^ 
alioD  at  the  Fool;  t>y  Symis'  operation  at  Ibt  Ankle  and  Knee  Joints;  and  for  tttrj 
poriion  of  limb,  of  the  Leg.  or  Thigh. 

Id  tbis  respect,  aa  well  on  in  tbe  peculiar  and  beaatlful  mechanisiii  of  tfaia  limb,  our 
motitalad  patients  are  most  signally  lavored  In  tbe  enjiiymeDt  of  the  superior  benefiU 
which  BClence  aait  art  affurd,  and  which  have  not,  hitherto,  been  associated  in  the 
practice  of  Ihia  branch  of  Surjtery,     llatil  recently,  and  in  connection  with  this  iDna- 


tion.  tbe  palient,  after  sobmitting  lo  a  moat  p^nfol  and  bumiliatiag  mutilatlaa,  hu 

i :...j  ..  .1,. — J .;„^j  Q^  aome  common  artisan— who,  being  en- 

.    .    „  .  .     ho  logy  uf  tbe  amputated  limb — as  a 

demands  of  nature,  and  alike  reganiless  of  tbe  vroiinded  eplrit  of  his  patroi 


and  operationa  o(  aome  common  artisan— who.  being 
tlrely  Ignorant  of  the  anatomy  an d  pathology  of  tbe  amputated  limb — as  also  of 


10  odd  misfortune  lo  miufortune,  and  heap  humiliation  npon  bomilialjon! 

The  si^ience  and  art  which  have  diatiaguiiihed  our  operaUons,  and  given  them  s  trl- 
Bmphanl  and  bappy  Boccess.  we  are  pleased  to  know,  have  l»eD  generously  appreciated 
and  accredited  by  the  moat  prominent  surgeons  in  this  conntry  and  In  Europe,  oar 
nnmeronB  palrooe,  and  the  intelligent  community  in  general.  In  Brichsek'b  new  and 
pop»iar  work  on  Operative  Surgery  (London),  thla  limb  has  been  bonoiBbly  noticed  as 
foUows,  to  wit :~"  The  most  perfect  of  all  tbe  Artiflclal  Legs  we  now  poateas.  la  (be 
one  invenled  by  Hr.  B.  P.  Palmer.  This  invention  received  tlie  Pbizs  Heiial  at  the 
WoHLii's  EsHiomojiof  IR^l.  It  merits  Iheenlire  conftdence  of  tbe  Surgeon."  In 
yGi.FIii*'B  dintinguisbed  wnrk  on  Surgeiy.  with  notes  and  ob-ervatlons  by  Valkhtibi 
HOTT,  H.D,,  Prof,  of  Suriiery,  and  additiooe  by  (lEoaaE  C.  Bliokuak,  H.D..  Prof,  of 
Sorgery,  is  tbe  fotlnwing  extract,  to  wit  ;^"  The  Artificial  Leg  of  Ur.  B.  tP.  Palmer  ba* 
won  the  admiration  of  Ihe  m»Bt  prominent  surgeona  in  Great  Britain.  France,  and  lliii 
country.  This  certainly  la  one  of  the  greatest  triumphs  of  American  incenuilj." 
These  limbs  are  very  durable,  yet  [igbt,  the  average  weight  being  four  ponnda,  Tbejr 
are  applied  lo  the  tendereal  and  shortest  Mumps  with  entire  sBci:e«a.  The  leg  is  Enelr 
ventilaled.  In  tbls  country.lt  haa  been  extalblled  ttairty-Sve  times,  and  in  every  ja- 
itance  received  the  aioanf  efUt  AigAnl  or  firtt  prtmium.  The  patient  Is  enabled  lo 
walk  immediately  upon  its  appltratinn,  with  remarkable  ease,  comfort,  uid  naturalneM. 

Pamphlets,  containing  valnable  Infonnalion  and  nui 
will  be  lent  gratia  lo  all  who  apply  to  PiLKin  &  Co, 


HBDIGAL  GAZETTE  ADVERTISER.  319 


MAGNBTO-ELECTRIC  MACHINES, 

FOR  mCBDICAZi  PVBJPOSBS. 

OR.  KDfNE  has  arrived  at  the  only  proper  mode  of  constructing  these  valuable  Machines  for 
Medi^  use,  to  obtain  a  certain  and  dOHirable  effect.  (Tonic  and  Anodyne,)  as  well  as  the 
|)rop«r  manner,  in  detail,  of  applying  them  to  the  cure  of  disease,  to  obtain  the  desired  result 
from  a  daily  use  in  a  large  Special  Fraciice  of  thirteen  years,  in  all  forms  of  Scrofulous  Diseases, 
Rbeomatic  and  Nervous  Complaints. 

Tbese  Machines  are  now  offered  to  the  Profession  and  the  public  needing  them,  with  his  Book 
of  full  directions  for  their  application  in  detail,  in  all  ca«es,  in  which  they  have  been  found  bet- 
ter ^han  any  other  means,  as  a  Principal  Remedy,  or  an  assistant  to  other  Remedies  in  treatment 
of  "tkie  various  diseases  in  which  they  have  been  applied.  These  Machines,  with  a  Book  of  Di- 
xeetiont,  will  be  sold,  warranted  perfect,  for  $10.  The  Book  alone  for  25  cents — may  be  ordered 
\fy  post,  and  paid  for  with  stamps. 

jyr.  I^KNS  keeps  on  hand  the  Crank  Machine,  ready  for  delivery,  by  the  single  machine  or  a 

qtiflUitity,  and  will  make  to  order  as  follows:  For  Medical  and  ."^urgical  purposes,  a  large,  effective 

gpriog  Machine,  with  a  direct  current,  or  to  change  for  a  to-and-fro  current;  price,  $25.     Also, 

%  tfood,  effective  machine,  that  may  be  operated  by  a  weight  or  crank  at  pleasure;  price,  $15. 

A&o,  Magneto-Electric  Ntachine  for  $8;  a  Galvanic  Chair  or  belt  for  $5,  made  to  order. 

v.  B.— It  is  proper  to  state,  in  this  connection,  that  Dr.  Kinne's  Machine  is  the  only  one 

aarzmaged  and  constructed,  from  a  full  knowledge,  (from  long  experience  in  practice.)  of  what  is 

essential  in  the  Machine  to  its  success  in  use;  and  his  Book  of  Directions  is  the  only  one  ever 

published  by  a  Physician  of  matured  experience  in  that  particular  department;  and  it  is  by  this 

aid  <rf  the  Book  that  makes  tbe  Machine  availably  useful  to  Physician  or  common  citizen. 

Dr.  Edtne  would  here  state,  that  he  continues  his  business  in  his  department  of  Special  Prac- 
iioe  in  the  treatment  of  all  the  Deformities  of  the  Person  and  Limbs. 

AUfonns  of  Scrofulous  Diseases,  Nrrvous  and  Rheumatic  Complaints — will  cure  Hernla  in  all 
reoMit  and  curable  cases;  will  introduce  Artificial  Palates  to  restore  the  Voice,  in  cases  of  Cleft 
Filate.   Contsactbo  Muscles  treated,  and  stiff,  but  not  anchylosed  Joims,  rendered  useful. 

Will  apply  Medical  Magnetism  for  those  that  need  it — for  Physicians  and  their  patients,  at  his 
oAee,  or  at  their  residence. 

Office^  No.  16  Bond  Street,  New  York- 

MICROSCOPICAL  EXAMINATION 

of  nHorbid  Tissues  and  Secretions. 

THE  ondersigned  offers  his  services  to  those  members  of  the  medical  profession  wbose  occu- 
pation deprives  them  of  the  leisure  required  for  the  purpose,  in  making  such  microscopical 

tod  chemical  examinations  of  diseased  SECRETIONS,  TUMORS,  etc.,  as  are  often  required  for 

the  proper  recognition  and  treatment  of  diseases. 

Fie  from  $5  to  $25,  including  a  minute  of  chemical  analysis  and  drawing  of  microscopical 
appctrances — ^the  patient  being  expected  to  pay  the  fee. 

Instruction  given  in  the  application  of  the  microscope  to  practical  medicine  and  surgery. 

J.  W.  S.  GOUL.EY5  M.D.5 

hte  Ph>fe88or  of  Anatomy  in  the  Vermont  Medical  College;  Lecturer  on  Microscopical  Anatomy. 
Augnst,  1867.  No.  7»  East  14th  Street,  New  York. 

NO  T  I  C  E. 


The  subscriber  having  removed  from  399  Broadway,  corner  of  Walker  Street, 
tSX  orders,  in  fatare,  for  his  Preparations,  are  to  be  addressed  to 

THOMAS  T.  GREEN, 

Apotubcary, 
862  Broadway,  corner  of  14th  Strett, 

UNION  PLACE  HOTEL. 
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PHARMACEUTIC    PILrL8   AND    GRANULES. 

(SUGAR     COATED.) 
TheM  preparations  are  de^iigned  to  meet  the  want*  of  the  trade  and  profeaakm  in  anpnljix 
articles  of  oailj  oae  accurately  prepared  from  f>ure  maUriaii.    Sneh  as  aie  prepared  aeearang 
the  U.  B.  Pharmaeopla  are  marked  **n.S.P. ;"  in  other  cane*,  the  exact  proportion  of  active  iffi 
ciple  is  stated.    The  general  diTisions  haye  been  adapted  to  the  standard  mles  of  prescription. 

VXUIBir  dL  CO.,  98  Jobn  Street,  XT.  7. 

Arsenoos  n/ddr—One-fipieOi  of  a  Oraiin. 


do 
do 
do 
do 
Ont-fflh  qfa  Orain, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Atropine, 

DigiUline, 

Morphine, 

Strjrohnine, 

Codeine— 

Conieine, 

Extract  of  ipecac, 

Extract  of  opium, 

Kermes, 

Proto-iodide  of  mercury, 

Opium, 

Tartar  emetic, 

Veratrin, 

Ext.  Aconite— One/our^«r^  a  Grain. 
*'■  Belladonna,  do 

'*    Ck>nium,  do 

Veratrom  Tiride,         do 


<i 


Irisin—           One-haJf  of  a  Grain, 

Phxtolaccin, 

do 

Podophyllin, 

do 

Sanguinarla, 

do 

Santonin, 

do 

Ext.  Aconite, 

do 

<'    Belladonna, 

do 

"    Cannabid  indfca, 

do 

"    Colchicum, 

do 

'^    Ck>nlum, 

do 

«    Digitalis, 

do 

••    Hyoscyamus, 

do 

"    Ignatia  amara, 

do 

*'    {^Dguinaria, 

do 

"    Stramonium, 

do 

"    Veratrum  viride, 

do 

Apocynin— 

One  Grain. 

Asclepin, 

do 

Ciinicifugin, 

do 

Geranin, 

do 

Hydrastin  (neutral^ 

do 

HrdraAtine  (alkaloid), 

do 

Irisin. 

do 

Jala  pin, 

1 

do 

Lactate  of  iron, 

do 

Leptandrin, 

do 

Populin, 

do 

Proto-iodide  of  iron, 

do 

Sanguinarin, 

do 

Quevenne'H  iron,  (reduced 

by  hydrogen), 

do 

Salacin, 

do 

Scutelarin, 

do 

Stillingin, 

do 

Sulphate  of  quinine, 

do 

Valerianate  of  quinine 

do 

Xanthoxylin, 

do 

Kxt.  Acouite, 

do 

*'    Apocynum  Cannab, 

do 

"     Conium, 

do 

"    Cannabis  Indica, 

do 

"    Hyoscyauiua, 

do 

"    Hellebore,  {Black] 

) 

do 

•'    Iri«,  {Bluejiag) 

do 

♦'    Jalap, 

do 

**    Phytolacca, 

do 

"    Quassia, 

do 

*<    8aThi. 

do 

"    Sanguinaria, 

do 

'*    Stranionlamy 

d6 

Oaloined  Magneili— 

fll9  WW 

Onfme, 


iron. 


IWo  Oraine, 
do 
do 


Iodide  of  potassium, 
Mumesia  and  rhubarb, 

y.^one  £^n  each),  do 
Opium  and  acetate  of 

lead  (one  grain  each),  do 

Sinecin,  do 

Sub-nitrate  of  bismuth,  do 
Tartrate  of  potassa  and 

iron,  do 

Washed  sulphur,  do 

Willow  charcoal,  do 

Ext.  Apocynum,  do 

Anthemis,  do 

Asclepias  Incar,  do 

Blackberry,  do 

Ck>mus  Florida,  do 

Cimicifuga,  do 

Columbo,  do 

Cypripedium,  do 

Cubebs,  do 

Dulcamara,  do 

Eupatorium,  do 

Gentian,                  ~  do 

Geranium,  do 

Iris,  (Blue  flag)  do 

Jalap,  do 
Leontice,  (BlveOohoth)     do 

Lettuce,  do 

Logwood,  do 
Harrubium,  (Horehound)  do 


(( 
(t 
t( 
u 
(( 

C( 

(t 
(( 
ii 
t( 

C( 

(I 
(t 
tl 
{( 
(( 
({ 
(i 


<i 


11 


Poppy,  do 

Quercus,  (TFAttoOo^)  do 

Rhubarb,  do 

Khubarb  and  Senna,  do 

Rue,  do 

Spirea,  (Hardhadc)  do 

Senna  Alex,  do 

L'va  UrHi,  do 

••    Valerian,  (English)  do 

Blue  pill — Two-and-one-halfandflve  Graim, 

Compound  cathartic  rU.S.P.)—    TJuree  Orm» 

Compound  calomel  (Plummer's),  do 

Compound  iron,  (U.S.P.)  do 

Carbonate  of  Iron,  (Vallett's  formula)  do 

Dinner  pill  (Lady  Webster's)  do 

Ext.  Princess  Pine,  do 

"    Colocynth  Compound,  do 
Colocynth  compound  and 

HyoRcyamus,  do 

Sarsaparilla  American,  do 

"■  Comp.  do 

Rio  Negro,  do 

*■'■  Comp.  do 

Taraxacum,  do 


(t 


(( 


Aloes,  myrrh  and  iron  (U.S.P.) — fhur  Chraiim 
Aloes  and  myrrh  (U.S.P.)  do 

Aloetic  (U.S.P  )  do 

Assafoetida  (U.S.P.)  do 

Aloes  and  assafoetida  (U.S.P.),  do 

Aloes  and  iron  (U.S.P.)  do 

Rhubarb  compound,  do 

Gopabia,  pure,  solidified, 

*•        and  Extract  of  Cubebs, 

"      atrate  of  iioi 


Extract  of  cubebs, 


it 
It 


and  alnm, 

and  rhatany  and  iron. 
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ORIGINAL   DEPARTMENT. 

Proceedings'  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of 

THE  AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION, 

Held  at  'Washington,  D.  C,  May  4th,  185a 

7lie  Convention  assembled  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  on  the 
4*y  appointed,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M.    The  President,  Paul  F.  Eve, 
It-XD.,  introduced  the  Rev  Dr.  Sunderland,  who  offered  an  eloquent 
tiiA  appropriate  prayer. 

The  roll  of  delegates  and  permanent  members  having  been  called, 
^®y  were  welcomed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  by 
^^w  Chairman,  Dr.  H.  Lindsley. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  been  appointed  in  the  usual 
way-«one  from  each  State  represented,  the  President  announced  a 
comnmnication  from  one  of  the  Yice  Presidents.  Whereupon  Dr. 
^*C8e  rose  in  his  place,  and  read  the  following  document,  which,  as  is 
•^ent  on  the  face  of  it,  was  the  result  of  negotiation  and  com- 
P'^^^e,  between  himself  and  the  pacificators  on  both  sides  of  the 
Jiooted  question,  with  the  view  of  anticipating  and  preventing  its  fur- 
ftfir  introduction  into  the  Convention,  viz. : 

^9  Me  Officers  and  Members  of  the  American  Medical  Association : 

"The  undersigned,  one  of  the  Yice  Presidents  of  the  American 
Ibdical  Association — having,  during  the  interval  since  our  last  annual 
aesting,  certified  to  the  professional  fitness  for  the  charge  of  the 
21 
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Blockley  Hospital,  at  Philadelphia,  of  an  indiyidoal  who  had 
expelled  from  this  body  for  a  violation  of  our  code  of  ethics- 
consultation  with  the  other  officers,  and  yielding  to  the  advice  of 
personal  friends,  desires  to  say  to  the  Association  now  assemble 

"  1st.  That  m  giviog  s^d  certificate  )id  w««  projiftp.ted  sok 
motives  of  sympathy  and  humanity  to  a  fallen  brother,  who  hac 
a  personal  friend  prior  to  his  offence;  and  that  he  did  not  r 
acting  under  the  impalse  of  the  moment,  that  his  individaal  ael 
be  construed  by  the  profesdon  as  indicating  hostility  to  his  bre 

"  2d.  That  while  his  own  mind  is  clear  that  his  certificate  con 
only  the  truth,  and  that,  under  his  peculiar  relations  to  the  part 
ceraed,  he  could  not  withhold  his  certificate  of  medical  qualifit 
conaifitent  with  conscience  and  duty,  yet  he  is  ready  to  coiiced< 
be  had  no  abstract  right  to  relieve  the  party  from  the  censore 
Association,  until  this  body  had  restored  him  to  fdlowsbip. 

''  3d.  That,  so  far  from  intending  any  di8req)ect  to  the  Assoc 
or  to  its  act  of  discipline,  the  undersigned  had  puUicIy  sustains 
defended  both.  He  therefore  disclaims  the  inference  from  bis  * 
cate,  that  he  intended  to  recommend  to  a  high  professional  o 
man  whom  the  Association  had  excluded,  and  thereby  nulli; 
af^tion  of  this  body. 

"  And  finally,  with  these  statemests  lufid  disclaimers^  the 
ngni^d,  while  retaimng  his  own  opinion  of  the  vectitude  of  kit;a 
and  of  his  duty,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  ctse,. 
ertheless  prepared  to  defer  to  the  judgment  of  those  whom  bo 
tQ  be  his  friends,  that  he  erred  in  doing  what  he  had  no  ligbt 
in  view  of  his  official  position  in  the  Association,  and  is  heDO» 
unom  to  offer  this  explanation  and  apology  to  bis  brethreo. 

DAVID  M.  BEBE 

Dr.  Condie,  of  Philadelphia,  one  of  the  "  high  contracting  psrt 
fulfilment  of  his  pledge,  immediately  moved  that  the  apology 
cepted  and  entered  on  the  minutes,  which  after  a  brief  d^neiipi^ 
carried  almost  by  acclamation. 

Dr.  James  Bryan,  of  Philadelphia,  desired  to  offer  thMMM  tj 
for  himself,  as  he  had  fallen  into  the  same  ethical  error.  On  i 
of  Dr.  Condie,  bis  apology  was  accepted  ind  vsoofdedi  bttl*M#i 
decided  opposition  was  shown. 

the  business  o{  Oie  Qi»  QJUdhmriNnMI 

day  wil^hofit  AfRl 
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The  President  then  delivered,  in  a  clear  voice,,  and  with  a  pleoainf 
ocatorical  effect,  his 

A17NUAL  AiDimESS. 

GlHttJUlIN  OF  TEB  AMERICAN  UeDICAL  ASSOCIATION: 

We  meet  under  most  auspicious  circumstances,  and  have  been  wel- 
comed to  the  most  favorable  position  ever  occupied  by  our  profession 
<Mi  this  continent.    The  very  ground  on  which  we  stand  may  be  con« 
ndered  sacred ;  has  been  set  apart  from  a  common  to  a  special  pur- 
pose, and  is  national.    Invited  as  we  have  been  to  this  magnificent 
^mple,  famished  and  dedicated  by  a  generous  foreigner  to  science;  in 
^e  presence  of  that  towering  monument,  designed  to  commemorate 
^e  worth  of  him  ever  enshrined  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen ;. 
>QtTOQuded  by  the  glorious  recollections  constantly  associated  with 
^^  government;  and  before  the  great  men  and  assembled  wisdom  of 
^he  nation;  it  becomes  us  to  discharge  the  important  duties  which 
na^  called  us  together,  with  honor  to  ourselves  and  benefit  to  our 
Pi^ession.    Inspired  by  its  benevolent  spirit,  and  invoking  the  aid  of 
ftn  eTer  present  and  omnipotent  God  to  preside  over  our  deliberations, 
^o  may  here  renew  our  professional  obligations,  learn  to  love  each 
^^^er  better,  and  resolve  henceforth  to  be  more  faithful  to  our  high 
location,,  that  its  dignity  may  be  maintained  and  its  usefulness  ex- 
teiaded. 

Xnowing  as  I  do  full  well  the  value  of  time  in  our  short  sessions, 
^^d  how  much  is  to  be  expected  from  this  meeting,  the  half  hour  sei 
^part  for  this  customary  address  will  be  restricted  to  subjects  appro- 
priate to  the  occasion.  From  this  stand-point  in  the  history  of  our 
Meetings,  it  is  proper  to  recall  what  has  already  been  achieved,  that 
^•*e  may  be  better  prepared  profitably  to  engage  in  the  labor  now 
^^vaiting  our  deliberations.  This  summary  of  our  transactions  is  the 
^ore  necessary,  since,  by  a  disastrous  fire  in  1851,  the  first  four  vol- 
^Qaes  of  our  proceedings  have  been  destroyed,  and  are,  of  course,  iuac- 
^Qflsible  to  all  new  members,  the  last  report  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lication having  annonnced  the  fact  that  not  one  complete  set  of  them 
^as  on  sale. 

The  grand  object  of  a  convention  of  the  physicians  of  the  United 
BlMv,  held  the  previous  year  in  the  City  of  New  Yoric,  was  carried 
"^fosAct  in  Philadelphia,  May,  1847,  by  organizing  this  Association; 
tea  jears  ago  the  first  general  assembly  met  in  Baltimore. 
H'iBiiiial  meetings  have  been  convened  in  our  large  cities  for 
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the  traDsaction  of  business,  and  the  proceedings  regularly  published 
each  year.  Ten  large  octavo  volnmes  now  comprise  the  transactions 
of  the  American  Medical  Association,  being  the  contributions  of  its 
two  thousand  members  delegated  to  represent  the  medical  institutions 
of  thirty  States  and  Territories. 

As  set  forth  in  convention,  the  ultimate  purposes  of  this  body  are 
to  cultivate  and  advance  medical  knowledge;  to  elevate  the  standard 
of  medical  education;  to  promote  the  usefulness,  honor,  and  interests 
of  the  medical  profession;  and  collaterally  to  enlighten  and  direct 
public  opinion  in  regard  to  the  duties,  responsibilities,  and  require- 
ments of  medical  men;  to  excite  and  encourage  emulation  and  con- 
cert of  action  in  the  profession,  and  to  facilitate  and  foster  friendly  in- 
tercourse between  those  engaged  in  it. 

In  carrying  forward  these  desirable  changes,  embracing  as  they  do 
medical  science,  medical  education,  and  medical  ethics,  no  one  believes 
that  we  have  done  everything  demanded  for  the  good  of  the  profes- 
sion, or  that  all  our  great  designs  could  have  been  attained  in  the 
brief  space  of  ten  years.    The  work  assumed  by  the  Association,  it 
was  well  known,  would  take  time,  labor,  and  united  efforts.    It  com- 
prehended higher  requisitions  for  admission  into  a  learned  professioik.  t 
prescribed  the  course  of  instruction;  demanded  a  separation  in  tla. 
teaching  and  licensing  power;  proposed  a  code  to  regulate  the  inte 
course  between  physicians,  their  (latients,  and  the  public;  and  claim 
that  every  one  within  its  pale  should  assiduously  cultivate  the  scie 
of  medicine  and  promote  its  best  interests.    And  however  extensive 
radical  mny  have  l>oen  these  contemplated  plans,  still  on  the  whole^^^  ^^ 
can  safely  be  assumed  that  the  American  Medical  Association  t^Mias 
been  no  failure. 

It  has  advanced  medical  knowledge,  and  promoted  the  use 
the  medical  profession.    There  will  be  found  in  the  ten  volnmes  o^ 
printed  Transactions,  the  results  of  the  meetings  held  in  Baltii 
hoston,   Oincinnati,  Charie^ton,  Richmond,  New  York,   St. 
Philadelphia,  Detroit,  and  NashTillc,  that  no  less  than  three  hutfc.^  ^.dred 
paces  are  devoted  to  medical  education:  over  five  hundred  to  hyj 
inolnviinc  the  sanitary  condition  of  many  of  our  large  dtJes 
hundred  to  bota-ny  and  indiircnon?  plants:  one  hundred  and  iL 
ol^stnricjs:  four  hundred  to  medical  literatnpc;  seven  hundred 
to  meoical  wienoe  proper:  more  than  a  tbousand  to  smigeiy; 
thousand  to  praetioal  Mefibteei  ImMmi^  Ae  qadenriffi  aad  pr^^rsfeBf 
diaeaaes  of  Mif^ 
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Specud  reports  have  been  made  from  committees  appointed  for  the 
purpose,  on  the  effects  of  the  anaesthetic  agents,  ether,  and  chloroform ; 
(A  tbe  inflnence  of  tea  and  coffee  on  the  diet  of  children  and  the 
laboring  classes;  on  the  supposed  inflaence  of  the  cerebellum  over  the 
Nxaal  propensities;  the  results  of  operations  for  the  cure  of  cancer; 
tin  introduction  of  water  and  gas  into  cities;  two  reports  on  the 
blending  and  conversion  of  types  of  fever;  the  action  of  water  on 
kad  pipes,  and  the  disease  proceeding  from  it;  reflexion  of  the  uterus; 
A  nomenclature  of  diseases  adapted  to  the  United  States,  having  refer- 
^^^  to  a  general  registration  of  deaths;  the  sources  of  typhus  fever, 
^d  the  means  of  their  extinction;  the  permanent  cure  of  reducible 
^mis;  the  topical  use  of  water  in  surgery;  the  agency  of  refrigera- 
^On  by  radiation  of  heat  as  a  cause  of  disease;  the  results  of  surgical 
^^Perations  in  malignant  diseases;  the  acute  and  chronic  diseases  of 
^eneck  of  the  uterus;  the  nature  of  typhoid  fever;  coxalgia  or  hip- 
rfOiut  disease;  the  treatment  of  morbid  growths  within  the  larynx; 
^Q  sympathetic  nerve  in  reflex  phenomena;  the  medical  and  toxico* 
^^eal  properties  of  the  cytogamic  plants  of  the  United  States;  ery- 
^pclas;  the  inflnence  of  the  hygrometrical  state  of  the  atmosphere  on 
*^alth;  the  diet  of  the  sick;  pathology,  causes,  symptoms,  and  treat- 
ment of  scrofula;  the  preservation  of  milk;  the  effects  of  alcoholic 
^Qors  in  health  and  diseases;  hydrophobia;  the  changes  in  milk  pro- 
ceed by  menstruation  and  pregnancy;  tbe  sanitary  police  of  cities; 
Raiment  of  cholera  infantum ;  use  and  effects  of  nitrate  of  silver  ap- 
l«d  to  the  throat;  strychnine;  infant  mortality  in  large  cities,  the 
Urces  of  its  increase,  and  means  of  its  dimunition ;  medico-legal 
ties  of  coroners;  new  principle  of  diagnosis  in  dislocation  of  the 
>alder-joint;  the  flora,  fauna,  and  medical  topography  of  Washing- 
\  Territory;  the  nervous  system  in  febrile  diseases,  etc.,  etc. 
'rizes  have  been  awarded  by  the  Association  to  the  authors  of  the 
>wing  essays,  viz  :  On  the  corpus  luteum  of  menstruation  and  preg- 
7,  for  1851. 

Q  the  variation  of  pitch  in  percussion  and  respiratory  sounds  in 
leal  diagnosis,  for  1852. 

I  the  cell,  its  physiology,  pathology,  and  philosophy. 
\d  on  the  surgical  treatment  of  certain  fibrous  tumors  of  the  nte- 
WBtofore  considered  beyond  the  resources  of  art,  for  1853. 
%  lew  method  of  treating  ununited  fractures,  and  certain  defor- 
€(  4ie  osseous  system,  for  1854. 
Ifet  ctiKtIstics  of  placenta  previa,  for  1855. 
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Ob  the  physiology  and  chief  pathological  relations  ef  the  arterial  ^ 
efeeolation,  for  1856. 

On  the  excito-secretory  system  of  Denres,  its  relations  to  phjsiole^ 
and  patholc^y. 

And  on  experimental  researches  in  relation  to  the  nntritiTe  ratae 
and  physiological  effects  of  albumen,  starch,  and  gam,  when  singly 
and  exclasively  nsed  as  food,  for  1857. 

Carefally  prepared  reports  have  been  pnblished  by  the  Associatioii 
of  the  yarious  epidemics  and  diseases  which  haye  preyailed  daring  tlM 
past  ten  years  thronghont  oar  widely  extended  country,  and  the  mor- 
taary  statistics  and  public  health  of  our  large  cities  minutely  ascer- 
tained. Charts,  maps,  diagrams,  tables,  and  plates  haye  been  freely 
employed  to  illustrate  these  subjects,  so  important  to  the  general  wel- 
fare of  the  people.  Every  State  and  Territory,  every  large  city  and 
fiick  community,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  has  had  its  hygienic  condi- 
tion explored  by  this  body;  and  dysentery  and  cholera,  typhoid  and 
yellow  fevers  have  specially  claimed  the  attention  of  oar  memb^ft. 
The  communications  on  deformities  after  fractures,  found  in  oar  eighth, 
ninth,  and  tenth  volumes,  constitute  the  bases  of  the  best  mono- 
graph ever  issued  from  the  press.  This  work,  it  may  be  predicted, 
will  do  more  than  all  others  to  check  the  reckless  and  speealatiie 
spirit  of  suits  for  mal-practice  against  medical  men;  for  in  additfeo 
to  teaching  a  useful  lesson  to  the  profession  in  the  prognosis  of  fiwo- 
tnres,  its  testimony  is  so  conclusive  in  reference  to  the  nsnal  resnlte  «f 
these  accidents,  that  jadidal  decisions  most  hereafter  be  regoIateA 
by  it. 

Besides  these  contributions  to  medical  knowlege,  this  Association 
has  taken  action  to  prevent  the  importation  into  our  country  of 
"  worthless,  adulterated,  and  misnamed  drugs,  medicines,  and  chami- 
eal  preparations,''  for  which  a  member  of  the  United  States  Senate 
has  publicly  declared  that  if  we  had  accomplished  nothing  else,  thii 
alone  should  have  entitled  us  to  the  gratitude  of  the  nation;  it  reoOHH 
mended  to  the  different  states  the  adoption  of  a  regular  system  of 
registration  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths;  memorialiased  Congrmi 
to  secure  steerage  passengers  in  our  emigrant  vessels  medical  ntten* 
Hon,  and  due  amount  of  space  between  decks;  appointed  a  comouUeo 
to  ascertain  the  best  means  of  preventing  the  introduction  of  dtenii 
b^  emigrants  into  our  large  cities;  and  considered  many  uiterenting 
individual  cases. 

This  is  a  mere  index  to  what  the  American  Medical  AasodMhm 
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bas  done  for  medicine  daring  the  first  ten  years  of  its  existence.    A 
^mple  reference  to  the  professional  facts  spread  out  upon  its  pages, 
is  abundant  and  satisfactory  proof  how  extensive,  varied,  and  valaa- 
Me  are  its  contributions  to  medical  science,  and  its  ten  volames  an 
overwhelming  and  congratulatory  answer  to  the  taunting  proclanu^ 
tion  of  the  Edinburgh  Review  of  1820,  "  What  does  the  world  yet 
owe  to  American  physicians  and  surgeons  ?"    In  September,  1854, 
tlic  editors  of  the  Association  Medical  Journal  of  Great  Britain  pab- 
lisled  our  code,  and  declared  that  this  body  of  physicians  was  the 
most  enlightened  representative  of  the  greatest  medical  constituency 
,&n  the  world,  of  which  it  would  be  presumptuous  in  them  to  speak  in 
^GTing  of  praise.      They  said  of  the  volumes  of  the   Transactumf 
already  published,  that  the  duties  of  the  standing  committees  have 
been  ably  and  thoroughly  performed;  that  the  progress  of  medical 
BOience  as  a  whole,  its  prominent  divisions  into  practical  medicine, 
LTgery,  and  obstetrics,  carefully  and  accurately  traced  in  a  series  of 
^jports  worthy  of  the  highest  praise,  had  been  reported  in  a  clear, 
oODcise,  and  comprehensive  manner,  reflecting  the  highest  credit  upon 
tlie  committees,  and  also  upon  the  Association  in  selecting  them  for 
tlieir  respective  duties :  and  in  regard  to  what  has  been  done  in  the 
tAfcorious  investigation  of  the  indigenous  medical  flora  of  the  Union; 
examination  into  and  reports  upon  the  adulteration  of  drugs;  sanitary 
condition  of  the  various  states,  and  difference  between  them  in  the 
public  health;  the  study  of  epidemics  and  special  scientific  subjects; 
^6  committees,  continue  these  European  medical  authors,  have  col- 
lected and  published  a  vast  amount  of  highly  valuable  information. 
*^ey  moreover  assert  their  belief  that  our  success,  especially  in  ethical 
'^form,  depends  solely  in  the  moral  power  inseparable  from  a  constitu- 
tion based  upon  the  principle  of  equal  representation,  which  they  affirm 
ftey  not  only  greatly  admire,  but  can  scarcely  refrain  from  envying. 

Bere,  then,  is  a  reply  to  the  above  invective  pronounced  against 
tte  medical  profession  of  America,  voluntarily  called  forth  from  the 
^nntrymen  of  its  author,  and  before  he  had  been  in  his  grave  ton 
I^rs,  by  the  contributions  of  this  body  to  medical  science  within 
ieven  years  of  its  organization.  Upon  such  disinterested  evidence, 
BQch  full,  free,  and  candid  confessions,  and  from  such  a  source,  may 
rest  the  claims  of  the  American  Medical  Association  for  proof  of  the 
benefits  it  has  conferred  on  medicine.  A  most  active  and  powerful 
igeDt  in  disseminating  useful  medical  knowledge  on  this  continent,  it 
ii  highly  probable  that  no  similar  institution  has  ever  been  more  sue- 
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than  the  oae  now  assembled  in  this  hall. 

It  has  done  soraelhing,  perhaps  all  it  could  ander  the  circnmstaneel," 
to  elevate  the  standard  of  medical  edacatioD.  An  InflueDtial  motive 
calling  forth  this  organization,  nas  the  proposed  attempt  to  correct 
the  defects  in  the  plan  of  instruction  and  conferring  the  degree  then 
generally  adopted  in  our  medical  colleges;  and  one  of  the  first  reso- 
lutions passed,  even  when  the  professioa  had  assembled  in  convention, 
was  the  creation  of  a  coraraittee  to  report  at  an  early  day  on  these  ex- 
citing subjects.  Improvement  in  the  system  of  teaching  medicine,  and 
a  change  in  the  potver  granting  the  diploma,  if  not  reformation  in 
the  schools,  have  ever  since  agitated  the  profession,  and  cons^imed  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  time  of  our  sessiona.  The  only  power  to 
control  the  economy  of  the  colleges  which  this  body  posesses  is  excln- 
fflvely  moral,  advisory,  or  recommendatory,  and  not  legislative  or  legal; 
and  while  it  may  be  true  that  no  set  of  resolutions  presented  by  the 
several  committees  hare  been  fully  carried  into  elTect,  still  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  important  changes  calculated  to  advance  medical  ednca- 
tion  have  nevertheless  been  made.  At  least  seven  professors  now 
compose  the  faculty  in  all  our  schools,  the  one  or  two  exceptions  to 
this  being  in  those  in  which  the  science  is  taught  nine  consecative 
months.  Not  less  than  a  period  of  four  full  months'  instruction  now 
constitutes  u  course  of  lectnres,  and  even  this  is  exceeded  in  most  of 
the  institutions.  But  one  annnal  course  is  now  delivered  with  scarce 
an  exception,  and  an  interval  is  thus  allowed  for  reading  or  private 
instruction.  The  Association  has  clearly  deGued  what  shall  be  taoght. 
It  has  inquired  into  the  practical  operations  of  all  the  colleges  in  the 
land;  scrutinized  the  general  condition  of  medical  teaching  in  every 
state;  compared  it  with  that  of  the  most  enlightened  nations;  called 
attention  to  preliminary  education,  and  declared  what  it  ought  to  be; 
advised  higher  requisitions  and  a  more  rigid  examination  for  obtaining 
the  degree;  and  has,  by  its  free  discussions  and  oft  reiterated  expre^ 
sions  in  regard  to  the  business  of  teaching  and  regulating  the  schools, 
undoubtedly  prevented  greater  abuses.  It  has  never  ceased  to  urge 
at  every  meeting  the  pressing  necessity  for  a  more  thorough  prepara- 
tion, and  greater  attainments  in  candidates  for  the  honors  of  the  pro- 
fession. 

This  subject,  gentlemen,  is  one  upon  which  you  will  be  called  to 
take  action.  A  committee,  chosen  at  Nashville,  is  to  report  hera  on 
medical  education.     It  is  composed  of  gentlemen  from  diSerent 


] 


KSDICAL    GAZBTTB.  329 

^ons,  who,  while  familiar  with  the  systems  of  teaching  medicine  in  oar 
country,  are  yet  disconnected  from  all  the  colleges.    It  would  seem  to 
^^  a  desirable  object  to  settle  at  this  meeting  the  fatare  relation  of  the 
^cliools  to  this  Association.     Onr  sessions  then  might  become  less  edn- 
ca^tioDal  in  character,  and  hereafter  more  scientific.    And  at  the 
P>**e86Dt  stage  of  our  proceedings,  after  all  that  has  been  said  and  done 
^i^  this  sabject,  the  time  has  sarely  arrived  for  a  decision.    I  cannot 
**^lieTe  the  colleges  hare  any  interested  motives  before  this  body;  they 
^^  all  others  shoald  be  the  last  to  oppose  a  more  thorough  cultivation 
^^  medicine,  and  ought  by  such  a  course  to  become  unworthy  of  their 
^^last,  and  unwelcome  members  of  a  great  national  congress  of  pbysi- 
ciajis,  whose  grand  design  is  to  promote  medical  science.    We  have 
reached  a  period  in  our  history  when  this  voluntary  Association 
to  determine  what  medical  organizations,  be  they  state,  county  or 
cl%j  societies,  hospitals,  boards  or  schools,  are  entitled  to  be  represent- 
in  its  meetings.    It  alone  can,  of  course,  prescribe  the  requisitions 
its  own  delegates.    If  created  to  improve  and  advance  medical 
education,  (and  this  is  in  accordance  with  its  own  expressed  declara- 
tions,) then  it  is  quite  certain  the  schools  must  be  controlled.    It  has 
^Hit  to  speak  on  this  point,  and  it  will  be  obeyed;  foe  it  is  now  too 
l&t«  for  any  physician  to  oppose,  or  any  medical  college  to  set  at  defi- 
*«loe,  the  moral  power  of  this  body. 

^  to  the  first  object  of  an  ethical  nature  over  which  the  Associa- 

tlon  designed  to  exert  its  influence,  that  of  enlightening  and  directing 

puUic  opinion  in  respect  to  the  duties,  responsibilities,  and  requirements 

of  medical  men,  we  are  free  to  confess  little  or  nothing  has  been  done. 

^or  is  there  much  probability  that  any  great  change  will  soon,  if  ever, 

^  effected.    The  work  itself,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  is  Utopian. 

B-ow  is  it  possible  to  enlighten  or  direct  the  public  mind  on  the  econo* 

^y  of  a  science  which  it  practically  denies  to  exist  ?    We  ought  to 

'^Collect  that  the  time  has  not  long  passed  since  grave  professors  in 

o^^  colleges  signed  certificates  recommending  nostrums;  or  what  was 

^ooe  even  last  year  in  London,  at  Middlesex  Hospital,  by  its  regular 

'^tgical  staff:  these  reminiscences,  however  unpleasant,  may  serve 

*^Qiewhat  to  moderate  our  indignation  against  those  who  would  insult 

*^©  profession,  or  who  entertain  a  very  low  estimate  of  the  scientific 

•^uircments  of  physicians,  even  at  the  present  day.    The  profession 

™Q«t  first  fully  comprehend  its  duties  and  responsibilities,  and  the  proper 

*^d  special  qualifications  for  the  practice  of  medicine,  before  any  at- 

tempt  can  succeed  to  get  the  public  to  appreciate  what  these  are,  or 
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we  inake  no  distinction  between  the  regular  and  iirregnlar  practitilpiii^^dvi 
between  tbe  physician  and  the  proprietor  of  a  nostrnm,  we  are  aloi^^J 


ac^aowledge  the  ethical  impropriety  of  employing  secret  remedies. 

ill 

eensnrable  Uiat  two  sach  opposite  characters  are  so  generally  confbomCK^^^ 
ed  by  the  community.    Until  we  are  more  honest,  more  united,  tmc^^ 
to  ourselves  and  our  calling,  and  cultiyate  a  proper  esprii  du  corps^\ik  ^ 
vain  is  it  to  expect  a  change  in  public  opinion  regarding  medical  slS- 
6Bce.    To  prevent  disease  or  relieve  the  ^ck  is  a  most  benerolent  atid 
honorable  vocation,  and  when  one  conceals  for  selfish  ends  a  valuable 
medicine,  he  ceases  to  be  honest  and  is  void  of  philanthropy;  for,  tty 
attempting  to  place  a  moneyed  valuation  upon  pain  and  life,  he 
becomes  a  trader  in  human  physical  sufferings;  he  estimates  in  dollats 
and  cents  the  groans  and  tears  of  his  fellow  creatures.    He  may  pro- 
fess what  he  pleases,  but  his  piety  is  not  of  the  Bible,  and  has  not  a 
jot  or  tittle  of  Christianity  about  it,  for  that  teaches  us  to  love  our 
neighbors  as  ourselves.    Eschewing  politics,  and  seeking  no  aid  frota 
state  or  church,  we  should  become  a  law  unto  ourselves,  or  rather 
act  above  all  law  save  the  divine,  since  it  is  quite  certain^  we  alone 
must  protect  the  honor  of  the  medical  profession.    And  thank  God, 
rfttandiog  this  day,  the  proudest  of  my  life,  before  this  goodly  assembly, 
and  at  the  capital  of  our  common  country,  I  can  announce  that  here, 
to  the  American  Medical  Association,  it  may  with  safety  be  forereft 
confided.    By  its  recent  acts,  proclaimed  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  this  wide  domain,  this  body  has  denounced  all  ibllowsUti 
with  irregular  practices,  and  erected  a  barrier  impassable  to  hotlOr 
and  respectability. 

Having  learned  wisdom  from  a  more  careful  examinatfon  of  the 
statistics  and  results  of  deformities  after  fractures,  the  question  ocean 
if  we  have  not  ourselves  unwittingly  made  patients  expect  too  modi 
from  remedial  agents.  Disease  in  itself  is  a  destructive  process,  which 
we  can  only  prevent  or  relieve;  and  as,  of  course,  we  cannot  create  or 
restore,  should  we  not,  therefore,  be  more  chary  of  the  little  werfl 
"  cure  ?"  The  monument  erected  to  Ambrose  Par^,  the  father  of  sargefry, 
bears  the  modest  inscription,  in  reference  to  the  wounds  he  treated, 
**  Je  les  pansay  tt  Dieu  ks  guarilJ^*  Empirics  may  boast  that  iHitff 
cure,  and  doctors  of  divinity  may  sustain  them,  but  the  pbysidili 
knows  it  is  Qod  who  healeth  all  our  diseases. 

On  that  branch  of  ethics  which  relates  to  ourselves^— that  of  M- 
4^uraging  emulation  and  concert  of  action  among  physidans,  and  fM- 


^Ancient  French. 


M6DIGAL  OAZSTTE.  SSl 

terio^  friendly  intercourse  in  the  profession — the  Association  has  been 
(BtDently  saccessfal.  It  has  far  exceeded  the  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tioiifl  In  overcoming  aH  opposition;  in  creating  an  admirable  code,  now 
fSopled  everywhere;  in  organizing  state,  county,  and  city  societies;  in 
bringing  together  physicians  from  the  remotest  parts  of  our  immense 
territory;  in  awaking  the  whole  profession  to  its  true  interests;  and  in 
Uendiog  us  into  a  common  harmonious  fraternity.  Without  law  or 
Mtbority,  but  by  moral  suasion  have  we  been  united  as  one  man,  and 
pomesB  this  day  the  power  to  be  felt  over  this  entire  continent. 
There  never  has  been  a  more  propitious  period  for  medicine  in  Ameri- 
ca; never  greater  evidence  of  vitality  and  extended  usefulness  in  our 
ancient  and  benevolent  calling;  never  better  feeling  or  more  cocffi- 
deuce  of  success  than  now  by  our  united  effort  to  do  good  in  the  great 
^Mme  of  suffering  humanity. 

We  have  ^een,  gentlemen,  how  much  this  Association  has  achieved 
bk  its  infancy  to  elevate  honorable  medicine.     A  wide  field  for  scien- 
tific investigation  is  before  us;  much  territory  still  remains  to  be  re- 
deemed; the  widerness  is  yet  to  blossom  as  the  rose,  and  the  leaves  to 
fce  gathered  for  the  healing  of  nations.    The  hygienic  condition  of  the 
•••tion,  of  such  immense  interest  to  our  people — that  first,  all  impor- 
^Bt  question,  ever  before  the  profession — the  prevention  of  disease — 
J*  to  be  improved.    We  are  to  search  after  truth,  and  when  found  It 
^  to  be  generously  applied  for  the  good  of  mankind.    The  work  is  a 
^^£-flacrificing  and  benevolent  one,  but  it  is  grand  and  sublime,  even 
Ood-like;  for  it  has  to  do  with  pain  and  disease,  life  and  death;  ajod 
'^e  rejoice  to  know  that,  whenever  or  wherever  called  upon,  the  mem- 
l^rs  pf  onr  profession  and  of  this  Association  have  never  failed  in  any 
4s^y,  and  have  been  faithful  to  the  end.    Yea,  many  of  them  have 
fftood  alone  between  the  living  and  the  dead,  and  cheerfully  laid  down 
tteir  lives  to  stay  the  pestilence  and  destroyer. 

The  very  waters  at  our  feet,  as  they  sweep  onwards  to  the  ocean, 
m&  in  Bjght  of  a  city  where,  three  years  ago,  no  less  than  four-fifths 
of  our  profession  in  that  community,  swelled,  too,  as  their  ranks  had 
(een  by  volunteers  from  this  body,  fell,  manfully  contending  with  dis- 
ease and  death ;  and,  on  a  late  occasion,  when  one  of  our  steam  pack- 
9l8,  having  been  injured  by  a  collision,  went  down  in  an  instant^  car- 
Tfiog  every  soul  on  board  into  the  depths  of  the  ocean,  among  the 
pavengers  was  a  member  of  this  Association.    To  the  inquiry,  wh«re 
was  he  during  the  heart-rending  scenes  of  a  sinking  ship,  freighted 
with  haman  lives,  promptly  came  the  affecting  and  sublime  eulogy 
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from  one  who  knew  him  well,  that  so  long  as  a  woman  or  child  re- 
mained anproyided  for,  he"**  never  left  the  ill-fated  Arctic.  How  near 
akin  was  his  gallant  spirit  to  that  of  him,  who,  during  a  subseqneat 
and  similar  occurrence,  after  seeing  every  woman  and  child  committed 
to  his  care  safely  rescued  from  his  foundering  bark,  after  sending  fhe 
last  parting  message  to  his  family,  and  discharging  every  daty  fntb- 
out  one  lingering  ray  of  hope,  calmly  assumed  his  commanding  podtioa 
on  the  deck  of  his  vessel,  and  as  she  glided  from  under  him  into  the 
yawning  billows,  instinctively  uncovered  to  meet  his  fate  and  his  God.* 
While  the  wild  waves  are  sighing  a  requiem  over  the  unseen  burying 
places  of  these  illustrious  dead,  the  benedictions  of  a  grateful  peofde 
are  continually  ascending  over  the  forty  graves  of  the  martyred  heroei 
of  Norfolk.  These  were  our  companions,  who  died  in  the  noble  sendee 
of  that  calling,  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  which  has  assembled  ui 
together. 

Gentlemen  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  we  have  conveB- 
ed  for  important  purposes;  great  events  are  before  us;  the  intereeti 
of  humanity  are  here;  the  hopes  of  the  profession  are  in  this  meeting; 
the  eyes  of  the  medical  world  are  upon  us.  May  we  then  so  act  in 
view  of  surrounding  circumstances,  that  ''The  skill  of  the  physidaa 
shall  lift  up  his  head;  and  in  the  sight  of  .great  men  he  shall  be  is 
admiration.'' 

On  motion,  the  .thanks  of  the  Association  were  voted  to  the  pree- 
ident  for  his  able  and  instructive  address,  a  copy  of  which  was  solicited 
for  publication. 

Dr.  Grafton  Tyler,  of  Georgetown,  D.  C,  chairman  of  the  commits 
tee  on  prize  essays,  reported  that  the  essays  received  were  three  in 
number,  each  of  which  had  been  examined  with  great  care;  consider- 
ing, first,  the  intrinsic  merits  of  each  essay,  and  then  their  merits  ii 
relation  to  each  other.  The  first  prize  was  awarded  to  ''an  essay  on 
the  clinical  Qtudy  of  the  heart-sounds,  in  health  and  disease,"  bearing 
the  motto:  "  Clinica  clinice  demonstrandum^^  The  second  prize  waa 
awarded  to  "an  essay  on  vision,  and  some  of  the  anomalies,  as  ren- 
dered by  the  ophthalmiscope,"  bearing  the  motto:  "  Dta  hominvm  maI- 
icus  est  J' 

Dr.  Tyler  then  proceeded  to  open  the  sealed  envelopes  bearing  the 
above-named  mottoes,  and  containing  the  names  of  the  writers  of  the 
essays.    The  first  was  written  by  Dr.  Austin  Flint,  of  Buffalo,  New 

*Prof.  Garter  P.  Johnson,  of  Richmond,  Virginia. 
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York;  and  the  second  by  Dr.  Montrose  A.  Fallen,  of  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
womi  This  is  the  second  time  Dr.  Flint  has  won  this  distinguished 
boDor,  and  the  third  time  that  it  has  been  awarded  to  Buffalo  since 
the  Attociation  was  organized,  eleven  years  ago. 

(h  motion,  the  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted  and  adopted. 
Dn.  Flint  and  Fallen  were  then  invited  to  give  resumes  of  their  essays, 
wUch  they  did. 

Dr.  Lindsley,  from  the  committee  of  arrangements,  then  presented 
aa  ioTitation  from  Dr.  Nichols  to  visit  the  Insane  Asylum,  and  an- 
otlur  from  Rev.  Mr.  McQuire  to  visit  Georgetown  College. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hamilton,  of  New  York,  these  invitations  were 
Meepted,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Association  were  returned  therefor. 

Oa  motion  of  Dr.  Lindsley,  the  Hon.  Doctors  Fitch,  of  Indiana, 
CSudiBe,  of  Massachusetts,  Olawson  and  Robbins,  of  New  Jersey,  and 
Sliaw,  of  North  Carolina,  members  of  Congress,  and  Dr.  Feter  Far- 
hr,  ez-commissioner  to  China,  were  elected  '' members  by  invitation,'' 
ttdreqaested  to  participate  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Association. 

On  motion,  Assistant  Surgeon  Frederick  A.  Rose,  of  the  British 
Naiy,  who  so  nobly  volunteered  his  services  on  board  the  United 
States  ship  Susquehannah  at  Fort  Royal,  and  who  came  in  her  to 
l^ew  Tork,  devoting  himself  to  the  sick  crew,  was  unanimously  elect- 
ed a '^member  by  invitation,"  and  invited  to  take  a  seat  upon  the  plat- 
bm  [Applause.]     It  was  announced  that  Dr.  Rose  has  left  the  city. 

Dr.  Francis  G.  Smith,  of  Fhiladelphia,  chairman  of  the  committee 
oa  publication,  made  his  report,  showing  the  expense  of  publishing  the 
ttnnal  volume. 

Dr.  Caspar  Wistar,  of  Fhiladelphia,  presented  his  annual  report  of 
loodpts  and  expenditures,  showing  a  balance  on  hand  of  $806.  Ac- 
^OBQNmying  the  treasurer's  report  was  a  resolution  providing  that  the 
Iwft  Tolunes  on  hand,  when  over  two  years  old,  shall  be  sold  at  two 
Man  a  volume,  and  that  volumes  V,  VII,  VIII,  and  IX,  of  which 
tto  are  a  surplus,  be  sold  at  $5  a  set  to  any  member. 

The  special  committee  on  medical  education,  of  which  Dr.  G.  W. 
Jteis,  of  Fhiladelphia,  is  chairman,  were  called  upon  to  report. 
Aerewasno  response;  and,  on  motion,  the  subject  was  referred  to 

ttka  committee  on  nominations. 
Dr.  A  B.  Palmer,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  medical  literature, 
tintWre  to  defer  his  report  until  Wednesday,  at  10  o'clock,  which 
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A  report  vas  made  b;  the  committee  od  nominationa,  whic 
Kcepted;  and  the  Associatiou  theo  elected  tJie  foUowing 
OFFICERS. 

Prtaident,  Dr.  Harvey  Lindsley,  of  Washington  City;  Via 
iduUx,  DrB,  W.  L.  Sattoti,  of  Kentucky,  Thomas  0.  Edwards,  of 
Josiah  Crosby,  of  New  Hampshire,  and  W.  C.  Warren,  of  Nort 
olina;  Seeretart/,  Dr.  A,  J.  Seramea,  of  Washington  City.  [The 
secretary  will  be  elected  nhen  the  location  of  the  nest  Associti 
selected.]      Treastixer,  Caspar  Wiatar,  of  Phiiodelpbio. 

On  motion,  Drs.  Flint,  of  New  York,  Gross,  of  Pennsylran}! 
Oibba,  of  South  Carolina,  were  appoiDted  a  committee  to  conda 
president  elect  to  the  chair. 

Dr.  Lindaley  having  been  introduced  to  the  AssoeiatioQ  hy  I 
tiring  president.  Dr.  Eve,  made  a  few  pertinent  remarks,  ackno 
infT  the  honor  as  tlie  highest  he  had  ever  been  called  upon  te  re 
and  the  highest  that  any  medical  man  in  America  can  receive, 
plause.]  Unaccustomed  to  preside  over  so  large  a  body,  and  I 
bbd  but  little  practice  in  presiding  over  smeller  aasemblagea,  h< 
throw  himself  upon  the  forbearance  of  the  Aanociation,  and  look 
m^nhcrs  for  support  in  the  discharge  of  his  oERcial  duties.  [AppI 

On  motion,  the  thanks  of  the  Association  were  voted  to  the  ri 
officers,  for  the  able  and  impartial  manner  in  which  they  hai 
charged  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices.  [Applause.] 

On  motion,  the  ex-presidents  of  the  Associatiou  present  wen  i 
to  take  seats  on  the  platform. 

TliB  committee  on  medical  topography  and  epidemii^  was 
by  stales.  A  paper  from  tlie  member  from  Maine  staled  that  I 
report  nest  year.  There  wae  no  response  from  New  Uampshirt 
mont,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  or  Massachusetts.  Dr.  3m 
New  Jersey,  read  an  able  report  on  New  Jersey,  and  the  AsBtx 
then  adjourned  until  nest  morning  at  nine  o'clock. 
EVENING  nOSPITALITIEB. 

At  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  delegates,  and  the  ladU 
had  accompanied  them,  paid  a  visit,  by  invitation,  to  the  Ext 
Mansion.  The  East  room,  with  the  adjacent  suite  of  drawing-i 
were  brilliantly  lighted,  and  were  filled  by  about  five  hundred  | 
I,  representing  all  secti^n^^^kMnotry,  and  ft  hundred  01 
ladies.  One  of  ^jj^Jgjfgj^^^^^^jminria  of  fouracora  j' 
'  u^  tbdr  pnrfenio 
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The  FrtaidQnt  receiTed  hia  guestn,  as  the;  vere  ncceseivcly  pn- 
•ented  b;  Dr.  Cornelius  Boyle,  cbairDBSD  of  tbe  committee  of  amage- 
menli,  with  hb  ■ccnatomed  cordiality,  and  aftervafds  moved  about 
IB  the  Bait  Kooaiv  <nga^ng  in  conreraatioii  with  the  groups  tben 
gathered.  The  entire  Cabinet  wm  jH^Hent,  with  J.  B.  Hem;,  Esq., 
IMnhal  Sddeo,  and  Commissiooer  BIshc. 

From  the  Executire  Uanaion  the  del^ates  geoeTall;  proceeded  to 
Qso^town,  where  tl^  were  hoepttablj  entertained  at  the  reaidenoe 
oT  Dr.  Grafton  T^ler,  at  the  coraer  or  Gaj  and  Waehiegton  Btreets, 
U|d  of  Dr.  BUej,  No.  91  Gaj  Street.  A  cordial  welcome  and  good 
dteer  awaited  them  at  the  boose  of  each  of  these  distjnguiihed  proctl- 

M  tbe  «peiiin{r  (rf  the  second  day's  session.  Dr.  Delafield,  of  New 
Torfc,  was  iovited  to  a  seat  on  the  platform  with  the  presiding  offlcers; 

]k.  PaltKr,  of  Michigan,  read  the  report  of  tte  Standing  Commit- 
te«  oa  MedJoal  IiUer»tiire,  a  long  and  elaborate  docMnent,  which  wiU 
qqiear  in  thfr  TransactioDSi 

Jit.  Jaa.  R.  Wood,  ehairman  of  the  Spemal  Cooimittee  od  Hedioal 
BdncatioD,  then  read  the  following  report,  tiz: 

BSPORT  OF  THE  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON  MEDICAL  EDUCATION. 
Among  the  leading  objects  of  tbe  Auebicah  Mbdical  AasociAnoN, 
rinee  its  organization,  has  been  the  elevation  of  tbe  standard  of  med- 
ical edocvtioD.  Every  member  of  tbia  bod;,  full;  impressed  with  the 
grestness  apd  dignity  of  his  calling,  has  deplored  tbe  inferior  quallfi- 
eatioo  of  vast  nnmbers  of  those  who  annnally  enter  tbe  ranks  of  the 
profnuon,  and  has  naturally  soagbt  to  remedy  the  evil. 

loliiglDdividnal  capacit;,  or  through  the  medium  of  local  societies, 
hecnnld  accomplish  little  towards  a  general  reform;  and  therefore  to 
llui  body,  representing  alt  the  varioaa  interests  of  the  entire  profession 
•t  tliit  coontry,  lie  looked,  as  the  proper  medium  throngh  which  to 
Artwdesirable  a  change. 

la  fnnheraDce  of  this  object,  a  Standing  Committee  on  Mcoicil 
Sm^CATTDH  was  eart;  established,  to  whom  all  matters  pertaining  to 
llii»  subject  might  be  referredt.and  brought  forward  for  the  considei^ 
"ion  a  UiiB  bod;. 

Titia  committee  has  presented  nnmerons  and  elaborate  repwta,  not 

»uj  eiBroiaing  critically  oar  system  of  medical  edocation,  and  showing 

d  needed  improvements,  bnt  reviewing  the  edacatiooal 

p  WHBtriei^  and  pretenting  them  in  contrait  with  oir 
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OWD.  Id  tbia  manner  the  whole  ^stem  of  medical  edacation  has  bent  ^ 
RO  thorougblj  analyzed,  and  go  completely  presented  to  this  body,  in  ^^ 
all  Iti  details,  that  an  extended  examination  of  the  subject  by  any  ~~' 
Bobieqaent  committee  nonld  seem  but  a  work  of  sttperen^tion. 

Adopting  the  aaggestions  of  the  Standing  Committee,  the  Assoda-  - 
tion  lias,  from  time  to  time,  recommeoded  certain  improTements  in  oar  " 
lyatcm  of  medical  edncation,  and  nrged  apon  the  schools  these  desired 
reforms.  Thus  far,  little  has  been  accomplished,  bat  discnssion  and 
agitation.  The  schools  have  been  indisposed  to  adopt  the  proposed 
changes  iu  their  carricninm  of  studies,  and  this  Assodatton  has  lacked 
the  power  to  render  obligatory  its  proposed  reforms. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Association,  at  Nashville,  the  sabject  of 
medical  edncation  wae  again  iiitrodnced  in  a  series  of  resolntiona,  de- 
nying that  this  Association  has  the  power  to  control  the  snbject  of     " 
medical  education,  and  deprecating  any  further  agitaUon  of  it  in  this 
body.     A  substitute  for  these  resolations  was  offered  and  adopted, 
rccomuiciiding  the  appointment  of  a  Special  Committee  "to  derise  a      ., 
system  of  medical  edncation,  to  be  presented  for  the  conaderation  of   "^ 
the  Association  at  its  annnal  session  in  1858." 

Hcforc  proceeding  to  consider  the  sereral  proportions  snbmitted  to^. 
your  commiltce,  we  beg  to  premise  a  remark  in  regard  to  the  charais-....^ 
tor  of  the  Association,  and  its  jwwer  to  control  the  sulject  of  medicsi^^^ 
edncation. 

I'hi^  Association  may  justly  be  denominated  a  representattre  bod^^^ 
the  cowstitucni'T  of  which,  exclusive  of  the  Army  and  Savy,  h  at  ftzr— ^j* 
low*: 

Ist.  TiiK  l-JiY  Pbofessios.  represented  through  iu  State,  Coon'^.y; 
and  Voluntary  Soi-ictii-s. 

-ix\.    T«K  Mfmcjii.  Si-H.'Oi.*. 

On  i^c  ll.vr  of  this  X.iTioTial  Medical  Congress  the  ddejgat^;^  rf 
these  great  iiiifiv*5,*ar.Ki;ally  r,;e(l.  iiiiiinal'T  consult  over  the  afcix-«rf 
Ihc  pn''friB-i''^.sri5  a.ioj-i  srch  n:('&sare5aswillh£5^{voraot«itsws1fxrt 

Tl^cT  hsTC  \\x'i  cv.e  oVc.i  'n  tjiw,  and  tiai  i«  Hatber  » 
iBfr.TnflTT.  \'.i..  •>*  (TfTiiJiw)  of  the  charartcr  asd  d^idtyof  t 
flt«»on.  ft:-.^    ihf  a^Tancrami  of  ite  aei£cal  '. 
tit.'^airh  ihent  intwwns  an  i>  ■ 
rd«ij.vis.  that  I 
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^d  thoroQghly  edacated  graduates,  who  shall  return  to  its  ranks  and 

give  it  character  and  true  dignity.    The  Schools,  in  turn,  depend  np- 

on  tbe  lay  profession  for  the  selection  of  students  who  are  qualified  by 

natural  capacity,  primary  education,  and  moral  fitness  to  receive  the 

instinctioDs  which  they  give,  and  improve  the  advantages  they  offer. 

The  third  interest,  or  the  Hospitals,  occupies,  at  present,  a  position 

in  tbis  body  far  inferior  to  its  just  deserts.     Containing  within  them* 

•elves  the  elements  by  which  alone  a  medical  education  can  be  made 

complete,  and  the  theoretical  student  can  be  made  practical  and  com* 

petent  to  discharge  his  responsible  duties,  this  interest  must,  at  no  dis- 

tant  day,  be  recognized  as  indispensable  in  its  relations  to  any  complete 

system  of  medical  education. 

Thas  constituted  of  delegates,  representing,  on  a  liberal  scale,  every 
interest  of  the  profession,  our  great  National  Congress  exercises  aa 
influence,  and  wields  a  power  that  has  all  the  force  and  energy  of  a 
gOTemment.  It  derives  its  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  gov- 
erned,  and  rests  its  claim  of  authority  on  the  equitable  principle  that, 
in  representative  bodies,  the  majority  must  rule.  It  cannot  be  consid* 
ered  a  merely  advisory  body,  therefore,  but  must,  of  necessity,  be  rank- 
^  as  a  voluntary  association  of  several  great  interests,  reciprocally 
dependent  apon  each  other,  but  aiming  at  the  accomplishment  of  a 
purpose  in  which  all  are  alike  interested,  and  thereby  exercising,  by 
.  its  moral  force,  a  compulsory  power.  The  secession  of  either  of  these 
^terests  from  a  representation  in  this  body  would,  from  its  necessary 
^lations  to  the  two  remaining,  prove  fatal  to  its  prosperity,  if  not  to 
^^  existence. 

These  three  great  interests  of  the  medical  profession,  represented 

^^  this  oar  National  Medical  Congress,  should  make  common  cause  in 

the  elevation  of  the  standard  of  medical  education.    It  is  a  subject 

*h%t  alike  interests  them  all.     The  lay  members  of  the  profession 

wionld  cordially  support  the  Schools  in  their  efforts  to  improve  their 

^^^tem  of  instruction.    Standing,  as  they  do,  sentinels  to  the  domain 

^^  medicine,  they  ought  to  guard  it  with  a  jealous  and  vigilant  eye, 

^'^t  DO  unworthy  laborer  enter  in.    The  Schools  should  receive  the 

^H^li  trust  of  educational  training  committed  to  their  care,  with  due 

to  its  importance,  and  endeavor,  by  every  means  in  their  power, 

litaro  to  the  ranks  of  the  profession  men  in  every  respect  well  ap« 

itid  for  the  responsibilities  of  practical  life. 

'^  >9b6j  tboQld  also  foster  the  Hospitals  of  our  cities  as  the  proper 

It  of  their  own  otherwise  imperfect  organizations.    The 
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Hospitals,  in  turn,  should  adopt  a  thorough  and  complete  i^rslet 
clinical  instruction,  and  afford  to  students  every  needed  facility. 

Tiius  united,  and  thus  laboring  to  the  Bccomplishiaent  of  one  g 
purpose,  with  generous  rivalry,  the  three  branches  of  the  ^Mrofas 
hero  represented,  may  adopt  and  perfect  a  system  of  medical  ednci 
which  shall  do  honor  to  the  profession  and  the  country. 

The  duty  of  this  committee,  as  set  forth  in  these  resolutions,  is  t< 
7iae  a  system  of  medical  instraction,  and  to  this  end  it  is  directe 
consider, 

Ist.    Primary  Medical  Schools; 

8d.    The  number  of  Professorships  in  Medical  Colleges; 

8d.    The  length  and  number  of  terms  dnrtng  the  year; 

4Ui.    The  requisite  qualifications  for  gradaation ; 

6th,  Such  other  sal^jects  of  a  general  character  as  to  give  QBii 
it^y  to  our  medical  system. 

Priiiarjf  Mtdiad  ScAm/s. 

It  may  be  said,  in  a  general  way,  that  it  nsatten  little  how 
•Meat  obtains  his  knowledge^  provided  oaly  siidi  knowledge  b 
taioed;  and  tbongk  the  disparity  existiag^  amoeg  stuiieeta  ni  thri 
qairtweiita  depends  vetr  nrach  upon  the  IndiTidBal  eapadtj  to  an 
knowkdgt*  y^  it  k  evidMH  tkai  wKk  of  tkis  diiemee  mmA  de 
ipon  ike  advantages  wkidi  ai«  aiofded  for  stndr  and 

MedMna  k  eauwent^y  a  scMoee  of  okscrmtiM  and 
Ika  law  or  tktokim) 
elulain  a  prattml  ka-oi^ied^  oC  ka$  pr^finsm^ 
wwsl  W  tk^NTHml  or  spntwktm.  Bna  :t  k 
Sv^Mf  brandh  ef  k  ii  iwitsfa  kk  ef 
Tke  stndeoft  wki»  atoia  ncim^  <«|mc: 
nfjd  fNftwa  ki  tk»  ywaiKmdeai  <^  ::s  stsicr  Ffini  At 
meat^gawm  ^  kk  t^MfSl^.  tke  jnKiWftAL  snana  wtt  l«|g^  t»  pn 
tkaa^im^  aaii  dkcrkuntti^  MtumaGkor  nar  wii£  ke  ceant  t»  I 
kp  tjliMtiaotkat  wkiia  kt  leaHias  a 


MEDICAL    OAZEfTTlf:.  SSS 

thuH  obtained  woald  avail  him  as  little,  when  pnt  to  the  test  of  prac- 
tical application,  as  woulil  that  of  the  mechanic  obtained  ander  simi- 
^T  circamstances. 

"Whoeyer  affords  to  the  student  such  advantages  for  the  prosecution 
of  his  studies  as  we  have  indicated,  whether  as  a  single  individual  or 
associated  with  others,  deserves  all  praise  and  encouragement. 

'  Be  does  the  profession  at  large  a  great  service,  and  reciprocally 
receives  his  reward.  On  the  contrary,  we  hold  that  those  practitioners 
wlio,  from  their  situation,  can  afford  students  no  other  aid  than  books, 
or  from  their  engrossment  in  business  cannot  give  them  regular  dem- 
on^rations,  and  recitations  on  the  branches  pursued,  are  culpable  if 
they  receive  students  into  their  offices.  They  not  only  do  the  student 
A  i^reat  injustice  in  thus  allowing  him  to  waste  his  time,  that  he  might 
otherwise  improve,  but  they  do  much  to  lower  the  grade  of  medical 
©dfication  by  adding  to  the  number  of  imperfectly  educated  persons 
^ho  are  annually  admitted  to  the  profession.  • 

IPrimary  medical  schools  in  our  large  cities  should  be  encouraged  as 
private  enterprises  of  a  praiseworthy  character.  But  it  is  needless  to 
ct  that  such  schools,  however  favorably  situated  for  teaching,  will 
general  patronage. 
Offiee  instruction  has  been  and  will  continue  to  be  the  means  by 
^••Itlch  the  masis  of  students  will  seek  to  obtain  their  primary  medical 
atfon.  While,  therefore,  we  would  encourage  all  efforts  to  sffh 
atize  primary  medical  instruction  by  the  association  of  medical 
is,  we  would  urge  upon  all  who  receive  students  into  their  offices  as 
pTltate  pupils,  either  to  give  them  personal  attention  by  daily  recita- 
^i€>ii8  and  actaal  demonstrations,  or  refer  them  to  such  school,  or  t6 
teacher  who  will  give  them  proper  advantages. 


Tke  Number  of  Professorships  in  Medical  Colleges. 

The  p;reat  advancement  of  the  medical  science  daring  the  last  fe^ 
has  materially  changed  the  character  of  the  curriculum  of  medi- 
al (todies.    The  more  common  branches,  as  Anatomy,  Chemistry, 
^^•blk»l  Medicine,  Surgery,  Obstetrics,  and  Materia  Medica,  haT^^ 
~  MUhiitely  enlarge,  and  now  require  for  their  complete  eludda: 

^WfilB  tiikle  and  more  patient  tfnd  paina-tlaking  demonstration. 
to  the  t&Bt  improvements  hi  these  depiibftinents,  aM 
^jkpMamf,  other  fields  in  the  dbnmin  of  medical  s6l- 
JilliUiM^  tot  investigation,  and  eafnest,  tlioiog^tfdt' 
Ifeii'tiieflCi'ttOt  hi  Tkio. 
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Physiology,  Pathology,  and  Microscopy  have  thus  been  broaght  to 
a  degree  of  perfection  that  entitles  them  to  a  not  animportant  place 
in  a  course  of  medical  instruction.  The  medical  student  of  to-daj 
would  be  sadly  deficient  in  his  education,  did  he  not  familiarize  himself 
with  these  latter  branches. 

To  afford  the  student  facilities,  therefore,  for  obtaining  a  complete 
and  thorough  medical  education,  our  schools  must  increase  the  nam« 
ber  of  their  professorships,  in  proportion  as  each  new  department  of 
medicine  attains  the  rank  of  a  definite  science. 

Physiology,  Pathology,  and  Microscopy  demand  this  consideration 
to^uy ;  they  are  so  generally  recognized  as  essential  to  a  complete 
medical  education,  that  the  graduate  aspiring  to  excellence  in  his  pro- 
fession, would  scorn  the  imputation  of  ignorance  of  them. 

We  take  pleasure  in  recording  the  fact,  that  some  of  our  colleges 
have,  with  enlightened  spirit  and  laudable  zeal,  provided  for  instmo- 
tion  in  these  several  branches;  and  we  can  but^ conclude,  that  such 
schools  as  do  not  keep  pace,  in  their  teaching,  with  the  progress 
of  scientific  discoveries,  are  doing  great  injustice  to  their  pupils,  and 
tending  powerfully  to  depress  the  standard  of  medical  education. 

The  Length  and  Number  of  Terms  during  ike  Year. 

The  reason  just  assigned  for  increasing  the  number  of  professor- 
ships in  our  colleges  may  here  be  adduced  in  favor  of  lengthening  the 
annual  sessions. 

We  believe  it  quite  impossible  for  the  lecturer,  on  any  given  branchy  * 
to  do  justice  to  himself  within  the  short  period  allowed  him  bj  the 
present  system;  and  if  the  lecturer  must  fail  of  properly  illustrating 
and  demonstrating  his  subject  for  want  of  time,  how  far  short  of 
properly  understanding  such  subjects  must  the  pupil  come,  who  has  in 
the  same  space  of  time  to  study  five  or  six  other  branches,  all  of  which 
are  obscure,  and  must  be  made  the  subjects  of  deep  thought  for  their 
proper  comprehension  ? 

Every  teacher  of  medicine  roust  be  impressed  with  the  importmneo 
of  giving,  to  both  teacher  and  pupil,  more  lime,  not  only  bj  lengthen- 
ing the  terms  of  our  colleges,  but  also  by  having  fewer  lectures  daily. 

The  system,  as  at  present  pursued,  ui  literally  one  of  "crammings" 
and  mnst  sooner  or  later  be  essentially  modifi^  Still  more  objeo* 
tionable  is  the  plan  of  some  schools  of  having  two  courses  in  the  year, 
or  a  fall  and  spring  course.  The  elfiect  of  soch  schools  npon  our  medi- 
cal educational  system  is  most  disastiOML     They  sene  as  loop-lMdai 
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ty  "Which  too  many  gain  access  to  the  ranks  of  the  profession,  whom 
other  schools  have  very  properly  rejected.  Nor  can  we  see  any  good 
reason  why  Uuj  school  should  have  more  than  one  annual  course  of 
lectures. 

The  assertion  that  many  students  are  prepared  to  complete  their 
Btudies  in  the  fall,  who  were  not  in  the  spring,  by  Iheir  not  having  at- 
tended two  courses  of  lectures,  is  no  valid  reason.    Such  inordinate 
baste  to  complete  a  course  of  study  is  inexcusable  in  the  pupil,  and 
i^eprehensible  in  the  teacher  who  encourages  it. 

The  Requisite  Qualifications  for  Graduation, 

The  standard  of  general  qualifications  for  graduation  which  the 
colleges  have  adopted  is  nearly  uniform.     Tiiey  require  that  the  can- 
didate shall  be  21  years  of  age,  of  good  moral  character,  and  studied 
medicine  three  years* under  the  direction  of  a  regular  physician,  and 
that  he  shall  have  attended  two  full  courses  of  lectures,  the  last  of 
^hich  shall  be  in  the  college  from  which  he  graduates.    As  to  the 
^^qnirement  of  specific  qualifications,  or  actual   knowledge  of  his 
Indies,  each  school  has  its  own  standard,  and  this,  it  is  humiliating  to 
Acknowledge,  is  too  often  most  inferior.    Every  person  who  has  been 
•^    situated  as  to  have  occasion  to  examine  recent  graduates,  who 
**ftve  become  candidates  for  places  in  our  hospitals,  or  for  other  medi- 
^^1   appointments,  must  himself  have  blushed  at  the  ignorance  which 
*•  frequently  exhibited. 

The  question  is  often  asked,  is  there  no  remedy  for  this  evil  7  Can 
**0  way  be  devised  by  which  the  candidate  for  graduation  shall  be 
^^Oapelled  to  attain  to  a  given  specific  qualification,  or  fail  of  receiving 
^^^  diploma  from  any  school  in  the  country  ?  We  fear  not.  We 
"^^Ve  appealed  to  the  schools  to  make  the  test  of  fitness  for  gradua- 
^*On  stringent,  but  liberal,  yet  we  appeal  in  vain.  Governed  by  the 
^^Be  and  pernicious  idea  that  the  prosperity  of  a  school  is  measured 
^y  the  nnmber  of  graduates,  a  rivalry  exists  among  our  schools,  un- 
^^Orthy  of  their  character,  and  detrimental  to  the  best  interests  of  a 
^^Ond  medical  education. 

^e  know  of  no  way  to  completely  remedy  this  radical  defect  in  our 

,jnt  system,  but  bylhe  removal  of  the  diploma-granting  power 

'^l^^^te  the  schools,  and  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  an  Examining  Board, 

members  of  which  shall  have  no  college  appointments. 

Is  sddition  to  the  present  requirements  of  our  schools,  there  is  one 
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vbich  the  time  has  come  for  the  profession  to  demand.    We  allude  U^^"     to 
Iktteodance  upon  a  clinical  coarse  in  a  hospital 

Clinical  instruction  must  be  considered  the  great  desideratum  ics  S.  ia 
any  system  of  medical  education.  It  affords  the  only  means  by  wbiebC^^Sch 
the  student  can  safely  apply  the  knowledge  which  he  has  obtaine£>^Mied 
from  the  schools  to  the  practical  realities  of  his  professional  life.  AW^J^^i 
the  bedside,  and  under  the  immediate  instructions  of  his  clinical  pEe-^»?:K<se- 
Qeptor,  he  systematizes  his  knowledge,  and  familiarizes  himself  with  airf^r^  all 
the  details  of  practice. 

In  any  of  our  hospitals  the  student  may  obtain  in  a  single  course  mm  ^  a 
personal  experience  in  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  diseases,  whicU^^.ch 
.otherwise  it  might  require  him  years  to  acquire.  He  there  meets,  at'.fl^  at 
a  single  visit,  every  form  of  any  given  disease,  in  every  stage  of  itm^MitM 
progress,  and  may  put  to  the  severest  test  his  knowledge  of  the  m-M'^^^' 
ence  (^  diagnosis.  There  also  he  may  watch  the  daily  changes  whickV^^  -ch 
disease  effects,  and  accurately  determine  the  value  of  remedies.  It  isS  *  ^ 
in  our  hospitals  only  that  he  can  properly  study  Pathological  Anato-^^*^ 
my,  a  science  which  forms  the  basis  of  all  true  knowledge  of  discaae.^^^*** 

From  our  hospitals  alone  can  men  go  forth  to  the  responsible  an«C>^*^  ^ 
perplexing  duties  of  the  medical  profession,  thoroughly  prepared,  fromcxs  ^^ 
the  first,  to  meet  the  most  trying  exigencies.  If  all  our  recent  gradu— .»*  ^^ 
atcs  were  thus  trained  for  active  service,  all  thus  men  of  cxperienc«^>'*^>  "^ 
and  discretion  when  first  they  entered  ujx)n  practice,  how  vast  wooHK^'*'*^ 
be  the  advantages  which  would  accrue  to  the  character  and  positiooJcm^'Oi' 
of  our  profession.  • 

Nor  are  students  unmindful  of  the  advantages  of  clinical  instmo— ^>^^ 
tion.    Within  our  own  observation,  hospitals  situated  in  the  viciuitj^'^ Sty 
of  schools,  and  ofTering  clinical  advantages,  are  constantly  attende&^lnl 
by  students,  and  oftentimes  at  the  expense  of  their  regular  eoilegm^^sp 
lectures.    We  may  refer,  not  in^diously,  to  the  fact  that  Bellevn^^Kv^  ^w 
Hospital,  of  New  York,  which  has  an  annual  course  of  clinical 
tores,  has  finequently  in  attendance  a  class  of  300  to  400  stodeDti. 

If  such  is  the  importance  of  clinical  instrnctJon,  and  such  ii 
recognized  necessity,  even  by  the  stndeot  himself,  the  hospita 
be  immediately  acknowledged  by  the  schools  as  embradni^ 
their  curriculnm  of  stndy,  and  it  should  be  Kqnirod  by  the  pandid^^^^ 
for  gradnation  that  he  ha^e  attended  a  eowsi  of  dSaSal  ' 

But  it  may  be  a^wrted  tbaa  Oi  adhaali  iNtva  aqpi^lied  tUa 
ia  their  ^ystMa  cff  lv«-  r  uJli^a  diBnqgM.      j^ 

tkhpoMoav*  M«M.»iata^ao. 


teon^edged  the  importance  of  clinical  ittstfoctioo,  bat  thej  liare  ffi 
no  proper  sende  supplied  the  want.  College  cliniqaes  are  not  favora- 
bly regarded  by  the  profession  of  any  city  where  they  exist.  Thejr 
fiitlier  in  a  class  of  patients  who  are  frequently  nnder  the  charge  of 
jnnior  practitioners,  and  after  serving  the  purposes  of  the  professor, 
and  perhaps  paying  a  fee  to  some  attache  of  the  school,  again  return 
to  their  former  attendant.  Or  they  belong  to  the  class  of  indigent 
^<MMr,  who,  after  a  course  of  medical  or  surgical  treatment,  while  living 
tirfer  the  most  unfavorable  circumstances  for  health,  are  finally  cotti- 
peHed  to  seek  the  comforts  of  a  hospital. 

And  what  does  this  avail  the  student  ?  He  sits  remotely  from  the 
patient,  and  gathers  but  little  more  information  than  he  would  were 
the  professor  to  read  the  case  from  a  book,  while  the  subsequent  his- 
tory of  the  case  is  entirely  lost  sight  of. 

We  regard  college  cliniques,  therefore,  as  in  no  respect  supplying 
ibe  stndent  with  clinical  instruction,  while  they  are  detrimentll  to  the 
p^r  where  they  are  established,  and  injurious  to  young  practitioners. 

Sudk  other  Subjects  of  General  Character  as  to  give  Umformily  to  our 

Medical  System, 

To  give  uniformity  to  our  medical  system,  concert  of  action,  on  thfe 
jart  of  the  .Profession,  the  Schools,  and  Hospitals,  is  evidently  the 
iim  qtui  non.    And  the  question  arises,  how  shall  this  be  secured  ? 
The  Profession  demands  the  elevation  of  the  standard  of  medical  cdu- 
cation,*by  the  institution  of  a  more  thorough  system  of  training  than 
now  exists,  and  a  higher  grade  of  qualifications  for  graduation.    The 
Hospitals  tender  the,  varied  and  exhaustless  materials  at  their  com- 
mand, and  are  prepared  to  give  completeness  and  perfection  to  any 
i^stem  that  may  be  adopted.    With  the  Schools  rest  the  decision  of 
the  question :  Shall  our  system  of  medical  education  be  revised  or  im- 
proved ?    Are  they  willing  to  yield  the  diploma-granting  power  to  a 
Board  of  Examiners  ?    Will  they  dispense  with  their  college  cliniqueEf, 
Ud  substitute  a  clinical  course  in  a  well-regulated  hospital,  and  make 
fte  taking  of  a  clinical  ticket  a  requisite  qualification  for  graduation  t 
We  are  far  from  being  desirous  of  urging  the  schools  to  any  hasty 
''  '^  faeoDsiderate  action.    On  the  contrary,  we  would  counsel  modera- 
aod  carefnl  consideration  of  every  proposition  of  reform  in  oot 
tf  medical  education. 

UA  ooDclnde  this  branch  of  our  report  by  suggesting  the  pro- 
m  eonvention  of  delegates  from  the  various  schools  of  the 
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coantrj,  all  being  eqaallj  represented,  to  take  into  consideration  ibe 
Tarious  propositions  for  reforming  our  edacatioual  system,  and  to  re- 
port at  the  next  meeting  of  this  Association. 

Your  committee  have  thus  briefly  reviewed  the  several  propositions 
sabmitted  to  their  consideration,  and  beg  to  lay  before  the  Associa- 
tion the  following  conclusions: 

First,  Primary  medical  schools  should  be  encouraged;  bat,  as  of- 
fice instruction  will  continue  to  be  sought  by  students,  practitioners 
should  either  give  them  necessary  advantages  of  demonstration,  illos- 
trations,  and  recitations,  or  if  not  prepared  to  do  so,  they  shonld  refer 
them  to  such  primary  schools,  or  medical  men,  as  will  give  them  pro- 
per instruction. 

Second,    The  number  of  Professorships  should  not  be  less  thai 
seven,  viz:  a  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Microscopy,  Physiology  an 
Pathology,  Chemistry,  Surgery,  Practical  Medicine,  Obstetrics,  andE^^ 
Materia  Medica. 

Third.    There  should  be  but  one  term  annually,  which  shonld  coni-a 
mence  about  the  1st  of  October,  and  close  with  the  March  rollowing. 
thus  lengthening  the  term  to  six  months.    The  commencement  of  the 
term,  in  October,  should  be  nniform  in  all  the  Colleges  throoghont  t 
country.    During  the  session  there  should  never  be  more  than 
lectures  given  daily. 

Fourth,    The  qualifications  for  gradoation,  io  addition  to  those  m 
required  bv  the  schools,  should  be  a  liberal  primary  edocaUon,  and 
tendanoo  upon  a  course  of  clinical  instruction  in  a  regularly 
hospital. 

In  order  to  dre  our  Medical  Colleges  an  opportunity  to 
the  rooommond.^ lions  hero  advanced,  and  ihat  this  body  may  have 
advantiigos  of  their  wisdom  and  il.'cir  maiuTc  liews^  before  any  definitt^^^fiCa 
action  is  ukcn  upon  them,  too-  c^omiLiiKre  snbnut  t^  the  A 
the  followinc  rrs:Iu:Ii>a5: 

if/jt.i.'Y-',  Tr.ai  ihe  jscvfT*!  Meiirji.  Co^wres  of  ilie  United 
be  T»hqac5:c\3  lo  ssfitd  o<>ctT«  lo  a  CotTtxiion,  lo  be  held  at 
on  ;bc  d£T  i^:  ice  i^r  psn^cse  of  denai^  a 

JTrs/.'Tvi,  Th.ai  :}jf  prescTi  K^ijvci  of  tJw  Spwial  CkttUMiUee 
M^c.k-'i^  £*;xi^si)CKo  br  rrf<?red  i^  unch  CocvaBekni  ior  its 
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leges  of  the  XToited  States,  be  requested  to  submit  to  the  meetiDg  of 
this  Association,  in  May,  1859,  the  result  of  their  deliberations. 

JAMES  R  WOOD,  M.D., 

Chairman  Special  ComwiUee, 

This  report  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  one  from  each  college 
i^presented,  to  fill  blanks,  &c. 

Tile  regular  business  was  now  suspended  by  the  reconsideration  of 
tte  apologies  accepted  yesterday,  in  the  McCliuton  case.    It  appear- 
^  soon  that  a  caucus  had  been  held,  of  those  who  were  dissatisfied 
^itii  tbe  pacific  adjustment  agreed  to  on  the  previous  day,  headed  by 
^t.  Jewell,  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  whole  controversy  was  now  forc- 
^  bto  the  convention,  by  the  reading  of  a  memorial  from  Philadel- 
phia.  This  last  measure  was  resisted  by  Dr.  Biddle,  and  others,  of 
^liiiadelphia,  as  a  "breach  of  plighted  faith,''  in  that  all  the  parties 
Concerned  in  the  adjustment  made  yesterday  were  pledged  that  the 
Memorial  was  not  to  be  presented,  nor  the  subject  in  any  way  brought 
^^m  into  the  body.    Dr.  Bowling,  of  Tennessee,  stated  that  he  had 
*^^gotiated  with  Drs.  Condie,  La  Roche,  and  others,  whom  he  thought 
"^we  the  jewels  of  Philadelphia,  and  having  the  assurance  that  they 
^"•re  content  with  the  apology  of  yesterday,  he  had  not  thought  of  the 
^^ecessity  of  consulting  another  *'JeweII,"  whom  jt  seems  necessary  to 
I>XH>pitiate,aUhough  he  had  believed  and  hoped  the  whole  matter  settled. 
After  reading  the  long  memorial  by  Dr.  Jewell,  which  was  resisted 
*t^  vain,  by  an  ardent  discussion,  the  Convention  went  into  committee 
of  the  whole,  when  Dr.  T.  0.  Edwards  was  placed  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  Reese  then  gave  a  narrative,  amid  many  interruptions,  of  the 

»*tiiner  in  which  he^  had  been  influenced  to  submit  to  the  pacific  paper 

of  yesterday,  which  would  not  have  been  offered  had  the  course  now 

**ien  been  anticipated.    He,  on  his  part,  had  agreed  to  prevent  the 

P'^ntation  of  McClin lock's  memorial,  and  offer  his  own  personal 

*Wogy  to  the  Association  for  the  ethical  offence,  on  the  express  con- 

^*»on  that  the  Philadelphia  delegates  should  suppress  their  memorial, 

^•^  themselves  move,  through  Dr.  Condie,  for  the  pacific  adjustment 

^*  the  difficalty.    He  affirmed  that  he  had  literally  fulfilled  his  part 

"_*  Jthe  contract,  and  intended  his  paper  to  be  a  satisfactory  apology, 

bftfing  offered  it  good  faith,  if  it  was  not  satisfactory,  he  was 

'  to  make  it  so.    But  he  complained  of  the  treachery  which  had 

Vm  in  a  false  position  before  that  body;  as  though  he  had 

'  it  diere,  when  he  had  nnited  with  many  of  the  wisest  mem« 


* 
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ben  of  tike  CooreD^cm  in  efforts  at  concUiatioD,  which  hate  been, 
Memf,  anMcoenfoI. 

A  storooj  debate  followed,  which  all  parties  must  by  this  tii 
"regret,"  and  which  was  only  tcrmioated  bj  Dr.  Reese,  who  offei 
the  following  addeDdnm  to  the  paper  read  on  yesterday,  vis: 

"The  undersigned  regrets  that  he  certified  to  the  professional  qt 
ifications  for  Blockley  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  of  an  expelled  membe 
this  body ;  and  hereby  offers  this  apology  for  his  departure  from 
ethical  code." 

The  committee  of  the  whole,  having  reported  to  the  Convention 
result,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  this  last  paper  was  ampk  t 
tatiifadory,  amid  loud  applause. 

Dr.  James  Bryan  again  offered  his  apology  and  regret  in  tpmri 
terbii,  which  was  accepted,  and  voted  satisfactory  in  like  manner, 
having  been  in  the  same  category,  and  disciplined  by  his  county  ic 
ical  society  therefor. 

This  second  day's  proceedings  thus  closed  with  the  final  disposil 
of  this  unpleasant  case,  which  has  agitated  the  profession  for  nee 
twelve  months. 

The  third  day  opened  with  a  complaint  from  a  county  medical 
doty  in  New  Jersey,  made  through  Dr.  Grant,  against  the  New  Y 
Mrdionl  Tollogo,  for  "granting  a  diploma  to  a  notorious  quack;" 
com|Hinioil  by  a  printed  |>amphlet  containing  a  correspondence  oo 
•ubjw^t^  whioh  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ethics. 

Dr.  Hamilton  ro|K>rtcd  that  the  delegates  from  the  medical  colk; 
to  whom  Dr  Wooii's  report  had  been  referred,  recommended  a  c 
tt'ntion  of  delegates  from  the  colle$TJS  specially  mstmcted  on  the  i 
j<vt„  to  1h*  held  one  day  earlier  than  the  next  ConventioD  at  Lo 
title,  Kentucky,  which  had  been  fixed  on  as  the  place  of  the  n 
«nnuAl  mcoling. 

Dr.  I^mis  of  I  A^uisTille.  was  appointed  Secretary  of  the  Asaoeiati 

The  r^adi)\c  of  Tv*|XNrts^  from  sporial  committees  was  resumed,  wl 
IV  IVtt^.i^  of  K T  .  Dr.  Jcnkire^  of  X.  T.,  Dr.  Stephenson,  of  N.  T, '. 
Andw^x  of  U\ ,  IV  i^mj^il.<4f  Gtv\,  Dr.  J.  M.&ms,  of  IT.  T^  i 
*rti«*.  roAd  brief  ahsi;^ct*;  whwi.  on  ronant.  it  w»  resolred  to  n 
M  otW  tv^-vM*!:;;.  « iihoct  rcadiiur.  t4^  the  Oemaittee  on  Pibieall 

IfV  <>omvy>4rt<^  on  X^vsDinatimis,  itevM^h  Dor.  SUNmdi^ 
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^^JUsolved^  That  a  committee  of  nine  be  appointed  by  the  chair,  to 
Wliit  00  the  Hob.  Howell  Cobb,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  re- 
4||eetfQlly  requeat  the  restoration  of  Dr.  M.  J.  Bailey  as  inspector  of 

,     4ntp  and  medicines  for  the  port  of  New  York." 

I  lliis  resolution,  after  extended  debate,  was  at  first  adopted,  and 
the  committee  appointed;  but  Dr.  Dnnbar,  of  Baltimore,  gave  notice 
ilf  ^consideration,  which  resulted,  in  the  afternoon,  in  a  rejection  of 
%  resolatioQ  and  a  dissolution  of  the  committee,  by  the  indefinite 
postpoQement  of  the  whole  subject. 

This  result  was  due  mainly  to  the  exertions  of  Dr.  Tyler,  of  Qeorge- 
town,  and  to  Dr.  Dunbar,  who  deprecated  such  political  action. 

The  Committee  on  Ethics,  Dr.  John  Watson  chairman,  reported 
4bit  tbe  New  Jersey  complaint  against  the  New  York  Medical  Col- 
iKebad  been  settled  before  them  in  a  manner  mutually  satisfactory; 
^  terms  of  which  were  stated  and  the  report  accepted. 

COMMITTEES  FOR  THE  ENSUING  YEAR. 

Dr.  Edwards,  from  the  committee  of  nominations,  offered  the  fol- 
^09kg  list  of  committees  for  the  ensuing  year,  which  was  accepted, 
<Bd  tbe  committees  were  chosen: 

Sftaal  Committee  on  the  Microscope. — Drs.  Holsten,  of  Ohio;  Dal- 
ton,  of  New  York;  Hutchinson,  of  Indiana;  Stout,  of  California,  and 
^Ilis,  of  Massachusetts. 

Spedal  Committee  en  Medical  Jurisprudence,, — Drs.  Smith,  of  New 
*ork;  Hamilton,  of  Buffalo;  Crosby,  of  New  Hampshire;  Purple,  of 
^cw  York,  and  Mulford,  of  New  Jersey. 

Committee  on  Quarantine, — Drs.  Harris,  of  New  York;  Moriarty, 
^Massachusetts;  La  Roche,  of  Pennsylvania;  Wragg,  of  South  Car- 
ina, and  Penner,  of  St.  Louis. 

Committee  on  Surgical  Pathology. — Dr.  James  R.  Wood,  of  New 
^9t\^  chairman. 

CcmmiUet  on  Diseases  and  Mortality  of  Boarding  Schools. — Dr.  C 
F-  )(alleng1y,  of  Kentucky,  chairman. 

Committee  on  the  various  Surgical  Operations  for  the  relief  of  Defect" 
•H  T^ifion, — Dr.  Montrose  A.  Pallen,  of  St.  Louis,  chairman. 
<Jpp«ift/a  on  Milk  Sickness. — Dr.  Edward  A.  Murphy,  of  Indiam^ 

:ft^i^pyi<r<g  an  Medical  Ethics.— Drs.  John  Watson,  of  New  Yort; 
4,  of  Massachusetts;  Emerson,  of  Pennsylvania;  Hamiltoii,^  of 
f)M^.apd  Oaillard^  of  South  Carolina. 
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After  suitable  votes  of  thanks  to  the  various  anthorities  and  indV 
vidaals  who  had  contributed  to  the  convenience,  cOmfort,  and  entct- 
tainmcnt  of  the  Convention,  and  especially  to  the  Committee  of  A^ 
rangemcnt,  for  their  excellent  and  ample  provision  for  the  accomirmO' 
dation  of  the  body,  the  meeting  adjourned  sine  die]  with  the  nod 
standing,  however,  that  the  delegates,  with  the  ladies  accompany! 
them,  should  meet  on  Friday  morning  for  a  steamboat  excursion 
Mount  Vernon,  which  came  ofif  in  a  highly  creditable  and  satisfaci 
manner,  and  a  jovial  entertainment,  consisting  of  a  "planked  8h^^< 
bake,''  which  was  accompanied  by  a  feast  of  other  good  things, 
for  eating  and  drinking,  and  speech  making. 

The  receptions  on  each  evening  of  the  Convention,  by  President 
chanan,  Senator  Douglas,  Drs.  Tyler,  Riley,  Miller,  Boyle, 
Johnson,  and  Garnet,  were  liberal  and  on  an  extensive  scale;  the 
tendance  at  each  being  a  "perfect  jam,"  there  being  more  than  B^ 
hundred  delegates  and  members  of  the  Convention  alone,  many 
whom  wore  accompanied  by  ladies,  whose  entertainment  was  amp7 
provided  for. 

The  convenlion  at  Washington  will  long  be  remembered  by 
pi>Konl,  and,  ahhough  less  business:  was  done,  legislative  or  sclentil 
than  nsnal,  yet  the  volume  of  Tracstciiocs  will  show  many  ftUe 


[We  insert  the  fo'!ow;r^ar:::*Ie  w;:!:  =j=cb  pleasare,  and  forqpoi 
we  ha^i  prvpdctsi  oc  :be  sar:e  scV^-;.   Ibe  irlUiie  to  ProficsBor  PaiMb 
and  b'*  Wi^^s;,  »  r.^iJy  x»erl:ec.^ 

THB  JHSnTUTSS  OF  MzmciKa 
Py  XiLxm  Paml  MJV  Xrw  Y,-A  :§&$.    Ccl  j?.  H»5l 

TV  w.:Ti  w V>»  :.'t!»f  »  Vrr  r>rr.  swis*  t:  irj ::  osscrre  a  idok  fOr 

festoit  M$  Srwi  ^r'^'^w-nfc  »•';>  Vyrta"  "iiaxcrs  i^^iu  ?3iax  tte 
w>.>  x:  VsiAmf  ))«fcr  ak<i»  v  >ift^  )«Nir  a^hn»c  &  icaSiBS 
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ortaot  portions  of  his  writiDgs,  while  the  great  mass  of  them  have 
ired  neither  favorable  nor  unfavorable  notice.  This  may  have 
1  owing  to  the  fact,  that  he  has  opposed  the  popular  humoral 
rines  of  the  day,  and  disputed  sentiments  which  have  been  very 
rally  received-  by  the  profession.  But  surely  this  is  no  just  ground 
»Ddemnation,  provided  he  gives  good  reasons  for  his  opinions,  de« 
ing  them  with  learning,  candor,  and  ability,  which  I  believe  is 
eded  by  all  who  have  examined  his  writings.  That  they  are 
icterized  by  great  analytic  power,  profound  philosophy,  rare 
18, and  unsurpassed  learning,  no  candid  reader  can  deny;  that  they 
rank  with  the  foremost  works  in  our  science,  and  entitle  their  au- 
to  a  high  rank  among  the  greatest  men  in  medicine,  will  hardly 
tisputed.  Another  reason  why  Prof.  Paine's  writings  have  not 
ft  more  extended  circulation  is,  that  they  are  very  voluminous, 
require  deep  and  close  study.  The  ''  Commentaries"  extend  to 
)  volumes,  embracing  1,982  large  octavo  pages,  while  the  last 
on  of  the  "  Institutes"  numbers  1,095  more,  making  a  total  of 
1  pages  in  these  two  works  alone,  exclusive  of  his  "  Materia 
lica,'*  &c. ;  and  these  are  not  mere  compilations,  requiring  little 
ght  or  study,  but  profound  philosophical  treatises  relating  to  some 
he  most  recondite  and  difficult  subjects  in  medicine,  such  as  the 
ital  Powers,"  "  Blood-letting,"  "  The  Humoral  Pathology,  •*  Phi- 
phy  of  Animal  Heat,"  "  Philosophy  of  Digestion,"  "  Theories  of 
ammation,"  "  Philosophy  of  Nervous  Congestion,"  "  Comparative 
ritsof  the  Hippocratic  and  Anatomical  Schools,"  &c.,  &c.  An- 
Br  drawback  to  the  extended  circulation  of  the  ''  Commentaries" 
ioobtless  the  want  of  an  index,  so  convenient  to  all,  and  es- 
ially  to  those  who,  like  most  practising  physicians,  have  not  time 
any  continuous  or  extended  reading.  The  work  constitutes  a  vast 
exhanstless  mine,  which  to  be  worked  to  advantage  mast  be  acces* 
6  to  all,  but  which  has  hitherto  lain  neglected  for  want  of  suitable 
Dtiesfor  approach. 

lie  new  edition  of  the  **  Institutes"  just  issued  is  enlarged  by  an 
endix  consisting  of  316  pages,  including  an  index  of  Hi)  pages, 
A  may  well  be  called  a  moddindex^  as  it  contains  a  brief  summary, 
t  were,  of  the  entire  work.  In  the  appendix  many  important  sub* 
a  f|n  discussed  with  the  usual  acuteness  and  ability  of  the  author. 
lipg  these  we  have  noticed  one  brief  article  on  the /'Rights  of 
^^fHflffg^  nq^rding  which  we  purpose  to  make  a  few  remarks, 
k  fUi  the  author  claims  originality  in  regard  to  all  that  la  most 


M&  THB    AHEBIGiiN 

essential  in  the  application  of  the  nervous  power  or  reflex  act 
the  nervous  system  to  pathology  and  therapeutics,  as  well  as  to 
of  what  is  most  important  in  the  natural  state  of  the  fonctlotis 
one  can  read  the  *'  Commentaries"  without  noticing  on  almost 
page  that  the  nervous  power,  as  well  as  the  reflex  action  of  the 
ous  system,  are  made  to  play  an  important  part  in  the  varioa 
cesses  of  organized  animal  life,  in  the  production  of  disease,  i 
operation  of  remedies,  in  all  the  results  of  blood-letting,  in  the  d 
which  take  place  in  the  secreted  and  excreted  products,  &c.  The 
action  of  the  nervous  power  is  represented  throughout  as  ope 
a9  a  vital  slimuluSf  or  vital  depressant,  or  vital  alterative,  and  tl 
regards  all  the  functions  secretory,  excretory,  tmiscular  action,  ea 
Ac.  This  could  be  made  evident  by  numerous  quotations,  w 
necessary.  On  page  643  of  the  "  Institutes''  we  read:  "  And  1 
opened  to  us  a  display  of  those  sympathetic  processes  which  take 
origin  in  cerebro-spinal  nerves  along  with  the  sensitive  fibres  ( 
sy'mpathetic,  and  terminate  in  the  motor  fibres  of  the  ganglioni 
tern."  This  would  seem  to  cover  the  whole  ground  recently  d 
by  others.  But  there  are  numerous  places  where  the  whole  si 
of  the  mechanism  is  greatly  amplified,  and  applied  under  aR  the  va 
aspects  of  health,  and  disease,  and  therapeutics.  He  eveiy 
endeavors  to  establish  the  fact  that  secretion  in  animals  is  cond 
by  powers  hnplanted  in  every  part,  but  that  it  is  constantly  inflo 
physiologically,  pathologically  and  therapentically  by  reflex  act! 
the  nervoua  system.  We  quote  a  few  sentences  from  the  En 
the  "  Modus  Operandi  of  Remedies,"  published  as  long  ago  ii 
'*It  is  through  this  principle  (reflex  action)  that  emetics  and  e 
tics  produce  their  most  sensible  manifestations,  and  the  same  i 
cerned  in  all  their  influences  on  other  parts.  //  is  the  same  as  eo 
tke  process  of  respiration;  the  point  of  departure  is  the  mncoot 
of  the  lungs,  from  which  an  impression  is  transmitted  throog 
pneumogastric  nerve,  as  well  as  through  the  ganglionic,  to  the 
and  spinal  cord,  where  the  nervous  power  is  developed  and  rM 
upon  the  oif^anic  properties  of  the  nHiselea  of  respiration,  tlitoiQ 
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BQ  aa  emetic  operates,  the  pbilosoplij  of  its  iDflaences  is  the 
that  which  relates  to  respiration,  &c.  The  impression  apoQ 
lacb  is  transmitted  to  the  brain  and  spinal  cord  tlirough  th» 
^dc  and  ganglionic  nerves,  the  nervous  power  developed 
leted  la  the  foregoing^  manner  npon  the  respiratory  nerves^ 
lotiier  current  descends  along  other  fibres  of  the  poenmogaa- 
be  muscular  tissne  of  the  stomach.  If  the  emetic  operates 
k  cathartic,  impressions  are  transmitted  from  the  intestinal  mo* 
onbraDe  to  the  cerebro-spmal  system,  the  nervous  power  de- 
aod  modified  according  to  the  nature  of  these  impressions,  and 
.  abroad,  as  when  the  result  of  the  action  of  the  emetic  upon 
lach,  and  with  effects  corresponding  to  this  new  development 
lifieation  of  the  nervous  power."  The  author  has  indeed  been 
oriticised  by  many,  on  the  ground  that  he  carried  his 
of  the  modus  operandi  of  medicines  through  reflex  nervma 
too  far,  as  in  the  ease  of  cathartics  and  emetics,  as  above^ 
\  ot  diaretics,  diaphoretics,  &c. 

tme,  tiie  author  often  uses  the  term  **  sympathy"  in  place  of 
Dervoas  influence,"  when  it  is  obvious  to  the  reader  that  the 
iDteaded.  Indeed  in  one  passage,  "  Institutes,"  p.  912,  he  ex- 
itates  that' "  he  always  means  by  ^  sympathy^  reflex  action  of  th%. 
9^sUm^  as  Marshall  Hall  haa  stated.  The  elaborate  ex» 
Ud  demonstration  of  reflxx  evdto-secrelory  action  is  the  resaltof 
lerimental  labors  of  M.  Claude  Bernard.  But  it  cannot  be 
I  that  the  author  of  the '  Commentaries'  pointed  out  with  great 
8^  many  years  before,  all  the  facts,  with  all  their  wide-extended 
md  consequences,  physiological,  pathological  and  therapeutical, 
re  BOW  acknowledged  to  flow  from  them.  If  so,  it  is  not  true 
he  idea,  and  the  designation  of  an  ezdto-secretory  action,  be* 
» Dr.  @ampbell,"  as  Marshall  Hall  states;  and  had  this  great 
|id  the  works  of  Dr.  Paine,  he,  doubtless,  would  never  have 
•jL  aiiek  atateoient  Dr.  Campbell's  claim  will  be  best  imto^ 
f  the  foUowiiig  (jpiotation  from  his  essay: 
I— hroipinnl  system  has  been  subdivided  into  two  porUoati 
QdeDsation,  and  those  presiding  over  muscular  action, 
bew  observed  to  subsist  between  these  two  portions 
fkyUbn;  by-Tirtue  of  which  the  sensory  nerves  have 
*M»' iiMiloii:  to  the  motory;  and  hence  Uim  sys- 
i*»Br.  Marshall  Hall  the  esapit^Hmtmf  tysimi  ijf 
ifttelLferth  more  felly  m  tin  preseaCi 
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sion,  these  same  sensory  uerves  are  not  only  excitors  to  the  mctory 
system,  but,  under  certain  circumstances,  most  of  them  sustain  m 
analogous  relation  to  the  secretory  nerves,  exciting  them  and  modifying 
their  action,  diminishing,  increasing,  and  altering  the  secretions  lo- 
cording  to  the  extent  and  character  of  the  excitation  applied.   ItfOI 
be  our  object,  then,  to  show  that  the  sensory  nerves,  or  at  least  sobo 
of  them,  sustain  to  the  other  two  portions  of  the  nervous  system  ft 
double  relation;  first,  excitors  to  the  motory  system,  giving  rise  to  the 
excito-motory  system  described  by  Dr.  Marshall  (Hall  in  1837;  ind 
secondly,  excitors  to  the  secretory  system,  enunciated  first  in  this  (M^ 
try  in  the  year  1850;  and  which  second  system  Dr.  M.  Hall  did  not 
appear  anywhere  to  recognize  until  the  year  1857."    Now,  the  quo- 
tations from  Dr.  Paine's  works,  as  well  as  scores  of  others  that  mig^^ 
be  given,  show  that  the  wholf  of  the  foregoing  anatomical  specifier 
tions  not  only  lie  at  the  foundation  of  his  "  Institutes  of  Medicinei 
bat  that  they  are  distinctly  presented  in  numerous  places.    Indeed  i^ 
first  quotation,  forming  the  ground-work  of  the  author's  explanati^^ 
of  the  modus  operandi  of  counter-irritants,  covers  the  whole  grono^ 
and  presents  the  complex  connection  of  the  twisted  fibres  of  the  cerebs^ 
spinal  nerves  with  the  excito-motory  fibres  of  the  ganglionic  systeti 
So  far,  therefore,  from  this  being  a  "great  discovery''  of  Dr.  Campb^' 
we  believe  it  will  yet  appear  to  be  no  discovery  at  all;  nor  is  he  tX 
first  who  "  believed  it  in  its  true  light."   Ht^  doubtless,  Jirsi  made  U  ^^ 
subject  of  a  special  tnonog^raph,  but  there  is  scarcely  an  idea  in  b 
essay  but  what  may  be  found  in  the  writings  of  Dr.  Paine,  or  b^ 
been  advanced  in  his  annual  course  of  lectures  for  the  last  seveote^ 
years  in  the  University  of  New  York.    These  remarks  are  dictafc^ 
solely  by  the  sincere  desire  to  do  credit  to  a  hard-working  member 
cor  profession,  who  has  done  much  to  elevate  its  character  abroad^ 
well  as  at  home,  to  do  honor  to  the  medical  literatare  of  our  coont^ 
and  ailviiMce  the  interests  of  medical  science.  C.  A.  L. 

SELECTIONS. 

Sketdies  and  IlliutratioiiB  of  Medical  Quackeiy. 
HOMCEOPATHT  AlfD  SCARLET  FEVER. 

Tlie  subjoined  confessions  cf  a  homoeopathist,  of  his  experience 
scarlet  fever,  will  doubtless  snrprise  our  readers.    It  is  well  kaoi^ 
thai  there  is  no  disease  in  the  treatmeni  of  whicli  the  iufioiteaiiiial  genttf 
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more  loadly  boast  of  their  success  than  in  scarlatina,  some  even  claim- 
bg  invariable  saccess  in  the  disease,  when  treated  by  them  from  the 
onset  according  to  homoeopathic  doctrines.  The  following  statement 
\ij  Dr.  John  C.  Peters,  one  of  their  own  number,  one  eminent  among 
tlmi,  and  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Nbrik  American  Journal  of  He* 
mopalky,  from  the  No.  of  which  Journal  for  Feb.,  1858,  we  extract 
it;  shows  how  little  grounds  thej  have  for  their  boasting,  and  exhibits 
i iioit  melancholy  picture  of  want  of  success: 

"Oar  art  (homoeopathy)  as  it  now  stands,"  says  Dr.  Peters,  **  offers 

Ktle  or  no  better  help  to  the  young  physician  than  the  imperative 

Bceetsity  of  making  a  selection  of  one  or  two  among  forty  or  more, 

Bore  or  less  appropriate  remedies;  and  this  selection,  which  is  always 

tfleolt  and  uncertain,  must  be  made  with  the  greatest  accuracy, 

while  the  physician  is  under  the  pressure  of  the  most  harassing  anxie* 

if  about  his  patient.      It  is  full  time  that  aged  and  experienced 

lAiTricians  should  give  us  the  benefit  of  their  trials,  successes,  and 

Ciilares,  fairly  and  honestly;  let  us  know  the  cases  in  which  we  may 

kopefor  a  reasonable  amount  of  success,  and  above  all,  point  out  those 

Which  they  fail  in,  and  in  which  almost  every  one  else  will  surely  fail. 

"  Our  hand-books  simply  refer  us  from  one  remedy  to  another,  per- 

Idezing  us  with  a  host  of  indications  which  are  rarely  or  never  met 

With  at  the  bedside,  and  always  leaving  the  ingenuous  and  conscien- 

tions  physician  under  the  horrible  fear  that  he  has  not  made  the  right 

■election,  and  still  leading  him  off,  ignis  fatutis  like,  to  some  other 

^qnally  inefficient  remedy,  which  has  been  strongly  recommended  on 

^«rj  slight  theoretical  grounds,  and  still  slighter  clinical  experience. 

"  My  experience  in  fatal  cases  of  scarlet  fever  has  been  as  follows  : 

"  Ist.  In  the  earliest  part  of  my  medical  career,  I  was  placed  as 

Bwutrd  with  a  child  severely  sick  with  malignant  scarlet  fever,  with  a 

KKliost  severe  anginose  affection,  copious  exudation  of  plastic  lymph  upon 

^be  pharynx  and  tonsils,  croupous  symptoms,  and  probably  exudation 

the  larynx  and  trachea,  great  swelling  of  the  parotid  glands,  pro- 

ichorous  discharge  from  the  nostrils,  and  very  scanty  eruption. 

^lie  treatment  was  conducted  by  three  of  the  oldest  and  ablest  ho- 

<Bopathic  physicians  which  our  city  then  of  now  affords,  and  the 

terminated  fatally. 
"  2d.  I  was  called  in  counsel  by  one  of  the  above  physicians  to  aid 
■^Sb  in  the  management  of  three  cases  which  had  been  under  allopath- 
treatment;  one  case  was  almost  moribund  when  we  took  charge, 
it  dUd  in  a  day  or  two;  the  others  recovered. 

2d 
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''  3d.  I  was  called  in  counsel  to  a  case  which  had  been  treatc 
moeopathicallj  from  the  beginning  by  one  of  the  earliest  conve 
homoeopathy;  and  this  case  also  terminated  fatally. 

*'  4th.  Scarlet  fever  broke  oat  in  a  family  with  foor  children; 
were  attacked  successively  at  intervals;  the  character  of  the  d 
was  severe  and  dangerous,  with  croupous  exudation  upon  the  ti 
swelling  of  the  parotids,  ichorous  discharges  from  the  nose,  abu 
eruption,  delirium,  hoarseness,  albuminous  urine,  &c.;  these  thr 
covered  after  a  hard  struggle  of  several  weeks,  and  no  bad 
effects  were  left. 

"The  fourth  child  sickened  three  weeks  after  the  others;  dorl 
this  time  it  had  been  separated  from  the  others,  and  had  taken 
donna  freely  and  faithfully;  but  the  old  nurse,  finding  the  little  1 
in  the  hall,  she  having  just  come  out  of  one  of  the  sick  roonu 
her  dress  covered  with  some  of  the  profuse  discharges  from  the 
ears,  and  nostrils  of  one  of  the  other  children,  could  not  refrain 
huggmg  and  kissing  him,  as  she  was  dearly  attached  to  him,  an 
not  seen  him  for  several  weeks;  in  fact,  she  sat  down  with  h 
her  lap  in  the  hall  for  fifteen  minutes  or  more.  The  same  or 
evening  I  took  tea  with  the  family;  my  dear  little  patient  was  i 
table  perfectly  well,  ate  his  supper  with  relish,  but  when  he  le 
room  to  go  to  bed,  expressed  a  wish  to  speak  privately  with  his  fi 
to  whom  he  complained  ot  a  slight  sore  throat;  he  was  immed 
brought  back;  I  examined  his  throat  carefully,  but  could  deti 
redness  or  swelling,  and  his  pulse  was  but  slightly  accelerated, 
curius  and  aconite  were  given,  and  I  left  the  house  but  little  pre 
for  the  coming  storm.  I  was  summoned  early  the  next  momin( 
found  my  little  friend  completely  prostrate;  be  was  almost  uncons 
his  face  deadly  pale,  with  the  peculiar  pallor  about  the  ears,  no 
and  lips  which  are  only  seen  in  the  severest  cases.  I  learned  tl 
had  slept  as  usual  up  to  twelve  o'clock,  then  awoke  vomiting 
vomited  fifteen  or  twenty  times,  and  now  seemed  in  an  almost 
less  condition.  He,  however,  rallied  from  this,  the  eruption  can 
most  abundantly,  the  throat  and  head  symptoms  were  most « 
he  finally  became  delirious,  and  refused  all  food,  drinks,  or  medi 
and  died  on  the  eighth  or  ninth  day.  I  was  assisted  in  the  trea 
by  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  experienced  homoeopathic  physi 

"  dth.  About  a  year  afterwards,  I  was  summoned  in  connsd 
infant  which  had  been  bom  in  the  above  family  since  the  death  • 
former  child;  there  was  not  the  slightest  sign  of  an  emptloi 
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the  same  deadlj  pallor  of  the  face  and  ears,  profase  acrid  discharge 
from  the  nostrils,  plastic  exadations  open  the  throat,  and  swelling  of 
parotids;  the  child  had  already  been  sick  under  homoeopathic  treat- 
ment from  the  commencement,  viz.,  for  three  or  four  days;  I  did  not 
hesitate  to  pronounce  the  case  to  be  one  of  malignant  scarlet  fever, 
which  had  not  been  previously  suspected.  It  terminated  fatally  a  few 
days  later. 

"  6th.  I  was  called  in  counsel  by  one  of  the  most  careful,  strict, 
And  experienced  homoeopathic  physicians,  to  see  two  children  with  ma- 
ligoAQt  scarlet  fever,  whom  he  had  been  treating  for  several  days; 
they  both  were  in  a  hopeless  condition,  and  both  died  in  a  few  days. 
**  tth.  I  was  called  in  counsel,  in  company  with  the  oldest  and  most 
experienced  physician  of  our  school  in  this  city,  to  see  two  children 
who  had  been  sick  for  several  days  under  the  treatment  of  one  of  our 
most  prominent,  careful,  and  strict  homoeopathic  physicians  ;  one 
seemed  to  be  in  an  utterly  hopeless  condition,  and  died  in  less  than 
twenty-four  hours  more;  there  seemed  to  be  not  only  a  reasonable, 
but  a  great  amount  of  hope  of  ultimate  recovery  for  the  other,  which 
Temained  under  the  exclusive  care  of  the  attending  physician;  but  a 
few  days  after  I  learned  that  it  also  had  died. 

"  8th.  I  was  called  in  counsel  to  see  an  infant  eight  or  nine  months 
of  age,  who  had  been  sick  with  malignant  scarlet  fever  and  hooping- 
cough  combined  for  four  or  five  days,  under  the  care  of  altogether  the 
most  pains-taking  and  conscientious  homoeopathic  physicians  of  this 
ot  any  other  country.     As  the  case  had  progressed  so  badly,  I  was 
i^Uowed  to  follow  out  my  own  plans  of  practice,  but  the  case  termi- 
nated fatally  in  a  few  days  more.    There  were  profuse  discharges  from 
the  nose,  exudations  upon  the  throat,  swelling  of  the  parotids,  inflam- 
Qotation  of  the  lungs,  while  the  paroxysms  of  hooping-cough  were 
*eTere  and  well  marked ;  the  eruption  was  distinct,  but  not  abundant. 
The  child  had  been  exposed  both  to  hooping-cough  and  scarlet  fever. 
**  9th.  I  was  called  in  counsel  to  see  a  fine  boy,  sick  for  two  days, 
**id  otterly  prostrate;  he  had  been  treated  homoeopathically  by  one 
^  the  most  intelligent  and  liberal  of  our  school;  he  died  the  same  day. 
**  10th.  I  was  called  in  counsel  by  one  of  my  colleagues  to  see  a 
tf  xl,  aged  six  or  seven,  sick  for  five  or  six  days  with  scarlet  fever  in  an 
Aggravated  form;  the  croupous  symptoms  were  the  most  urgent;  the 
^oiee  was  almost  extinct,  the  breathing  oppressed  and  creaking,  plas- 
^Us  exadatioDB  upon  the  throat,  ichorous  discharge  from  the  nose,  &c. 
Bhe  died  a  few  days  after. 
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''The  majority  of  the  above  cases  had  been  treated  with  high  dilii- 
tions  and  by  competent  physicians;  all  the  cases  with  which  I  bad 
anything  to  do  were  treated  with  low  dilations  and  erode  medicinea, 
and  every  expedient  with  which  I  was  acquainted,  and  approved  ^ 
was  put  in  practice. 

**  11th.  I  was  requested  to  take  charge  of  a  little  gurl  who  t^^ 
been  abandoned  by  her  allopathic  physician  as  being  in  a  hopel^ 
condition ;  two  or  three  of  her  brothers  and  sisters  had  been  sever'ciy 
sick,  and  had  recovered  under  allopathic  treatment.    The  throat 
nostrils  were  completely  blocked  up  with  plastic  exudations,  the 
tids  were  much  swollen,  and  the  symptoms  of  croup  were  very  prc^^i* 
nent.    I  applied  dilute  nitric  acid  to  the  throat  and  nostrils,  used  I  ^Brd 
inunctions,  &c.,  but  without  success;  I  had  the  advantage  of  the  cc^  ^vb- 
sel  of  our  oldest  and  most  experienced  homoeopathic  physician,  ^^bo 
thought  there  was  some  hope  of  saving  the  case;  but  it  died. 

"  12th.  I  was  called  in  counsel,  by  the  physician  alluded  to  in  C?  ^m 
8th,  to  a  child,  whom  he  had  treated  from  the  commencemfl^sot, 
four  or  five  days  in  all,  and  in  whom  the  pseudo-tnembranoos  aacsgi- 
nose  affection  had  already  progressed  down  into  the  larynx;  it  d  S.ed. 

''  13th.  1  was  called  in  counsel  by  the  same  physician  to  see  a  li'C^ 
girl  with  the  most  intense  inflammatory  non-malignant  case  which  be 
or  I  had  ever  seen ;  the  brain  symptoms  were  predominant,  and 
eruption  most  intensely  developed;  it  died." — Med,  News. 


t  ^  0  > 


[From  the  NashviUe  Medieal  Jooi&il.] 
MIDWIFERT  IN  ARKANSAa 

Prop.  Bowling — I  wish  you  could  have  the  pleasure  of  attem 
a  case  of  midwifery  in  the  backwoods  of  Arkansas.  I  am  satif 
you  would  never  forgot  it,  should  you  live  to  be  as  old  as  time  if 

I  will  give  you  the  particulars  of  my  first  case  in  this  state;  , 
outlines  would  be  too  tedious.    July  the  4th,  at  a  gathering  of  t^  ^'-'^ 
backwoodsmen  to  drink,  fight,  and  hear  some  candidates  speak,  I  w^^ 
accosted  by  a  rough-looking  fellow,  who  told  me  before  the  wboC 
crowd  that  his  wife  was  likely  to  be  confined;  that  she  had  mu 
ried  once  from  a  cow  kicking  her  up  against  the  fence;  that  Dr. 
near  Pine  Bluff,  had  attended  to  her,  and  told  him  if  she  ever  becam« 
pregnant  again  to  be  sure  and  have  a  doctor  with  her;  becanse 
said  she  was  too  small  ever  to  bear  a  full-grown  child.    He  said  h^ 
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I  me  to  stay  about  my  office  as  mach  as  possible,  as  .the  time 
>t  far  distant.  Aagast  3d,  at  midnight,  raining  like  scissors, 
I  came.    I  saddled  my  mustang  and  away  I  went,  distance  four 

When  I  arrived  I  found  that  he  had  secured  the  services  of  an 
iwlfe,  whom  I  met  at  the  gate  half  crying  and  half  praying, 

"  Lord  God,  what  will  be  done  ?  Oh,  Doctor,  the  woman's 
s  turned  wrong  side  outwards;  what  shall  be  done  ?"  I  told 
[X)uld  all  be  made  right  in  a  few  minutes,  and  asked  her  what 
jome  of  the  child  ?  "  Lord  God,"  says  she,  **  it  aint  come  yitP 
ed  to  know  of  her  how  it  was  possible  for  the  womb  to  be 
side  out  without  the  child  first  being  born.  "  My  God,"  she 
I  don't  know,  but  it  is  so."  I  asked  her  to  suppose  a  case — 
)  that  she  had  a  cat  in  a  bag;  could  she  turn  the  bag  wrong 
t  without  turning  the  cat  out  ?  "  Well,  Doctor,  may  be  you 
bt;  but  this  is  thirty-three  cases  I  have  been  to,  and  I  have 
jeen  just  such  a  one."  I  went  in,  found  the  os  well  dilated, 
resenting;  nothing  wanting  but  a  few  pains  to  expel  the  child, 
irying  friction  and  other  means,  all  failing,  I  proceeded  to  give 
;ot,  and  in  ten  minutes  the  child  was  born,  and  a  fine  one  it 
ialthy  and  stout.  Her  husband  went  under  the  bed  and 
b  out  his  jug  of  whiskey,  as  is  their  custom  in  the  backwoods, 
man  did  very  well,  and  I  have  lost  sight  of  her  and  her  hus- 
nd  never  yet  seen  the  fee. 

^e  since  been  tormented  a  great  deal  by  this  old  midwife  or 
o  know  what  it  was  I  gave  the  woman  to  make  her  have  the 
*  quick.  I  told  her  once  it  was  secale  cornutum,  knowing  that 
Id  not  know  what  that  was,  and  finally  told  her  that  I  had  forgot- 

name  of  the  stuff.  I  met  her  again  where  a  negress  was  to 
bed.  I  examined  the  patient,  found  pains  erratic,  doing  no 
^ve  forty  drops  of  laudanum  and  went  into  the  house,  leaving 

woman  in  the  kitchen.  I  had  not  been  there  long  before  the 
Iwife  came  in,  and  told  the  owner  of  the  negress  that  it  was  a 
e,  and  that  the  doctor  had  some  stuff  that  would  make  her  have 
linnte,  but  would  not  give  it  to  either  her  or  the  negress.  I  told 
that  the  woman  did  not  need  it;  that  she  was  not  in  a  cQudi- 
receive  it,  as  the  parts  were  not  dilated,  and  it  would  be  haz- 
to  give  it  to  her.  The  old  midwife  got  so  hostile  at  me  that 
',  and  told  the  neighbors  that  I  knew  a  good  deal  about 

bat  she  could  learn  me  a  heap  yet. 

old  midwife,  or  rather  old  hag,  never  would  allow  the  ashes  to 
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be  taken  from  the  fire-place  of  the  hoose  in  which  the  woman  was 
confined.  She  said  if  the  ashes  were  taken  np  the  child  would  snrely 
die,  the  mother  be  long  in  recovering,  and  the  ashes  never  make  soap. 
Also  some  holly  tea  to  sweat  its  lungs,  and  a  piece  of  fat  bacon  to 
suck  to  operate  on  the  bowels.  Arkansas  Swahp  Doctor. 

Jakuart  26th,  1S58. 


•m  m  t 


[TTfua  Um  Fldlftddphift  CbrtetiMi  Obsarrer,  May  18th,  1868.] 
JEFFERSON  MEDICAL  COLLEaR 

This  institution  began  its  career  in  1826,  and  of  the  various  facul- 
ties connected  with  it  until  1841,  at  different  periods,  no  fewer  than 
eleven  professors  have  died.  Of  the  new  faculty  appointed  on  the 
reorganization  in  1841,  a  single  professor  has  been  lost  by  death,  viz.. 
Dr.  John  K.  Mitchell.  Two  of  that  faculty  have  resigned  their  places 
in  consequence  of  impaired  health,  but  both  are  living  at  this  date. 

The  success  of  this  school  of  medicine  has  doubtless  been  due,  in 
great  measure,  to  the  permanent  character  of  its  faculty  since  1841. 
This  important  feature,  backed  by  indomitable  energy,  accounts  for 
the  unparalleled  prosperity  of  the  institution,  within  whose  walls  the 
largest  medical  class  in  the  world  has  been  congregated.  It  fs  now 
well  known  that  the  vacancy  recently  made  by  death,  has  been  sup- 
plied by  the  appointment  of  one  of  the  ablest  physicians  of  the  United 
States,  viz..  Professor  Samuel  Henrt  Dickson,  of  South  Carolina, 
who  will  enter  on  the  duties  of  his  new  post  in  the  coming  fall. 

This  school  enjoys  the  patronage  of  every  ^^et  of  our  country,  and  to 
Bome  extent  that  of  several  foreign  lands.  The  Southern  States  con- 
tribute largely  to  swell  the  annual  classes,  more  than  half  the  number 
in  attendance  last  winter  representing  what  are  called  the  slave-hold- 
ing states.  As  many  persons  are  unaware  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  members  of  the  present  faculty  represent  the  Union,  it  is  proper 
to  •say,  that  three  are  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  one  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  one  in  Oeorgia,  and  one  in  S.  Carolina;  while  the  excellent  and 
indefatigable  Dean  is  a  happy  representative  of  the  mother  country. 

The  AlumnLof  Jefferson  Medical  College  are  now  to  be  found  in 
honorable  positionB  in  almost  every  region  of  our  great  republic  Not 
a  few  have  been  elevated  to  the  important  post  of  teachers  in  the 
medical  instltntions  of  recent  date,  and  some  of  them  are,  at  this  mo- 
ment, rendering  good  service  in  the  capacity  of  missionary  physicians 
in  foreign  lands. 
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BOOK   NOTICES. 

Tbansactions  of  the  Medical  Societt  of  the  State  of  New  Yobk.    1858. 
Albany. 

This  is  a  beautifdl  Svo  volame,  of  650  pages,  for  which  the  profession  are 
indebted,  as  heretofore,  to  the  wise  generosity  of  oar  State  Legislatare,  who 
have  caased  a  large  edition  to  be  printed  and  boand  for  wide  circulation.  Nor 
is  this  compliment  unmerited,  for  it  contains,  in  point  of  ability,  yariety,  and 
utility,  a  treasury  of  knowledge  for  the  profession  and  the  people  of  the  state; 
embracing  topics  of  general  interest,  and  commanding  importance  to  the  public 
health  and  welfare. 

We  regret  that  our  limits  forbid  a  more  extended  notice,  and  that  for  the 
present  it  must  suffice  to  transcribe  the  table  of  contents  and  list  of  illustra- 
tions, all  of  which  latter  are  well  executed,  and  the  book  is  throughout  credita- 
ble to  the  state  printer.  Many  of  the  papers  are  of  unsurpassed  ability,  and 
most  of  them  eminently  practical.  The  numerous  typographical  errors  are 
unfortunate,  though  most  of  them  are  corrected  at  the  close  of  the  volume. 

TABLE  OP  CONTENTS. 

Art.  1.  Air,  Exercise  and  Sunlight    The  Annual  Address.    By  Augustus  Wil- 
lard,  M.D.,  President  of  the  Society. 

2.  Biographical  Sketch  of  Sumner  Ely,  M.D.    By  Dr.  J.  S.  Spragne. 

3.  Biographical  Memoir  of  Thomas  Spencer,  M.D.    By  Sylvester  D.  Wil- 

lard,  M.D.,  of  Albany. 

4.  Biographical  Notice  of  Henry  Reynolds,  MJ).    By  Dr.  R.  L.  Allen. 

4.  Anaesthesia.    By  Peter  Van  Buren,  M.D.,  of  New  York.. 

5.  On  the  use  of  Amylene  as  an  Anaesthetic.    By  John  G.  Orton,  Bing- 

hamton,  N.  Y. 

6.  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis.    By  Dr.  D.  G.  Thomas,  of  Utica. 
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By  Alden  March,  M.  D. 
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18.  Poisoning  by  Arsenic,  from  absorption.    By  C.  V.  Barnett,  M.D.,  Wind- 

ham Centre,  Greene  Co. 
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21.  Human  Longevity.  By  Samuel  H.  Freeman,  M.  D.,  inserted  on  page 
245. 

22.  Of  the  Statutes  of  the  State  of  New  York,  regulating  the  Practice  of 
Physic  and  Surgery;  the  rights,  duties  and  immunities  of  Physicians, 
and  their  relation  to  the  Medical  Societies  of  the  Counties  in  which 
they  reside. 

23.  Traumatic  Aneurism  of  the  Axilla,  from  sub-cutaneous  rupture  of 
the  artery;  ligature  to  the  subclavian,  Sue,  By  Reed  B.  Bontecou, 
M.  D.,  Tr<^. 

24.  Remarks  of  Dr.  Sims,  on  the  Uterine  Elevator. 

25.  Dr.  Armsby's  Instrument  for  the  cure  of  Radical  Hernia. 

26.  Abstract  of  Proceedings  of  the  Hedical  Society  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  at  its  Annual  Meeting.  February,  1858. 

27.  List  of  Honorary  Members  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New 
York. 

28.  List  of  Permanent  Members. 

29.  List  of  Physicians  on  whom  the  Honorary  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 
cine has  been  conferred  by  the  Regents  of  the  University,  on  recom- 
mendation of  the  State  Medical  Society. 

30.  List  of  Persons  Eligible  for  Election  as  Permanent  Members. 

31.  List  of  Persons  Eligible  for  Election  as  Honorary  Members. 

32.  Classification  of  Counties  as  to  the  Election  of  Delegates. 

33.  Vegetable  fungus  from  the  leg  of  a  boy.    By  Elisha  Harris,  M.  D. 

34.  List  of  Officers  of  County  Medical  Societiea 

HiLUSTRATIONS. 

1.  Lithograph  of  Sumner  Sly,  M.  D. 

2.  Lithograph  of  Hemy  Beyoolda,  M.  D. 
8.  lutra^apsaUyr  FriustacM. 
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€.  Aneurism,  after  operation. 

7.  Mean  range  of  all  diseases,  temperature,  &c 

8.  Pneamonic,  Zymotici,  temperature,  &c, 

9.  Brochitis.  cholera  morbus,  &c.,  temperatore,  &c. 

10.  Uterine  Elevator. 

11.  Instrument  for  radical  cure  of  Hernia. 

12.  Operation  illustrated. 

CoNTRTBurroNS  TO  Opbrativb  Surgery  and  Surgical  Pathology.  By  J.  M. 
Carnoclian,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  N.  Y.  Medical  College,  Surgeon-in- 
Chief  to  the  State  Emigrant  Hospital,  &c.;  with  illustrations,  drawn  from 
nature.    Philadelphia:  Lindsay  &  Blakiston.    1858. 

This  is  the  first  number  of  a  serial  publication,  announced  in  our  advertising 
columns,  and  is  issued  in  quarto  form,  in  a  style  of  excellence  which  must  com- 
mend itself  to  the  profession  as  worthy  of  their  patronage.  It  is  dedicated  to 
Gulian  C.  Yerplanclc,  LL.D.,  the  President  of  the  Hon.  Commissioners  of 
Emigration,  a  scholar,  statesman  and  philanthropist;  and  also  inscribed  by  an 
epistle  to  Valentine  Mott,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  the  author's  preceptor  and  friend, 
whose  name  is  identified  with  surgical  science  by  his  life-long  success  and  skill 
in  a  department  in  which  he  knows  no  superior. 

The  present  number  contains  a  successful  case  of  amputation  of  the  entire 
lower  jaw,  beautifully  illustrated  by  colored  plates,  with  remarks  on  this  opera- 
tion; and  cases  of  Elephantiasis  Arabum,  successfully  treated  by  ligature  to  the 
femoral  artery,  with  a  plate,  illustrating  the  subject. 

It  is  now  more  than  seven  years  since  we  took  occasion  to  predict  the  suc- 
cessful career  of  Dr.  Carnochan  in  surgery,  then  only  beginning  to  make  him- 
self known  in  this  department.  We  saw  then  that  his  merits  were  not  appre- 
ciated nor  recognized,  and  we  resolved  upon  aiding  him,  by  our  Journal,  in  at- 
taining the  position  to  which  we  knew  him  to  be  entitled.  Since  then  he  has 
reached  the  proud  positions  he  now  holds  in  the  Emigrant  Hospital  and  the  N. 
Y.  Medical  College,  in  both  of  which  he  has  fulfilled  our  prognosis,  by  his  skill 
and  success. 

He  now  appears  before  the  profession  and  ^e  public  in  a  series  of  issues 
from  the  press,  of  which  this  number  is  a  specimen.  In  these,  it  will  be  seen 
that  he  is  no  common-place  surgeon,  but  that  in  the  science,  as  well  as  the 
practice  of  surgery,  he  is  at  home.  Many  of  his  operations  have  the  rare  merit 
of  novelty,  and  his  extraordinary  success  in  public  and  private  practice  is  at 
last  felt  and  conceded.  We  congratulate  him  on  his  brilliant  career,  and 
claim  the  merit  of  having  introduced  him  to  his  present  elevated  position,  by  the 
eomments  and  criticisms  of  the  Gazette. 

Report  of  the  Resident  Physician  op  the  New  York  CIty  Lunatic  Asylum, 
BlackwelPs  Island.    For  the  year  1857. 

The  faithful  resident  physician  and  superintendent  of  this  great  publio 
charity  has  this  year  departed  from  the  old  routine  in  annual  reports,  and 
issued  a  very  readable  and  highly  interesting  document,  the  circulation  of 
which  cannot  fail  to  be  eminently  useful. 

There  were  at  the  close  of  the  year  627  patients;  although  during  1857  there 
bad  been  221  discharges  and  75  deaths. 

Tlie  buildings,  though  Bpacioos  and  eligible,  are  whoUj  inadeiyiate  to  tin 
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comfort  and  well-being  of  so  great  nambers,  and  the  iMtients  must  therefore  be 
ioconvenientlj  crowded.  This  ought  not  to  be,  nor  indeed,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
best-informed  men  on  the  sabject,  should  more  than  200  or  300  lunatics  ever  be 
placed  in  any  single  institution.  The  economy  of  one  large  asylum,  in  con- 
trast with  the  expense  of  sustaining  two  or  three,  as  are  required  here,  is  no 
justification  for  not  doing  what  is  best  for  these  unfortunates. 

EDITOR'S   T^^JBLE. 

AMBRICAir  MEDICAIi  ASSOCIATION. 

The  proceedings  of  this  body,  at  its  late  annual  session  in  Washing- 
ton, are  reported  somewhat  in  detail  in  this  namber,  although  for 
mach  that  is  omitted  we  mnst  refer  to  the  forthcoming  volnme  of 
Transactions.  The  Philadelphia  controversy  with  the  Editor  of  this 
Journal  was  dragged  into  the  convention,  as  will  be  seen,  despite  of 
concerted  measures  of  conciliation  by  all  the  parties  concerned,  as  had 
been  supposed.  Our  paper  will  speak  for  itself,  page  321,  and  was  pre- 
Yionsly  approved  as  a  pacific  and  satisfactory  apology,  by  such  men  as 
Drs.  Eve,  Palmer,  Bowling,  &c.,  and  also  by  Drs.  Condie,  La  Roche, 
Biddle,  Hays,  G.  B.  Wood,  &c.,  of  Philadelphia.  Certain  indiscreet 
brethren  insisted  upon  reconsidering  the  settlement  made  on  Tuesday 
by  almost  unanimous  vote,  and  hence  nearly  the  whole  of  Wednesday 
was  consumed  in  a  discussion  which  was  not  creditable  to  the  body, 
as  appears  by  the  attempt  of  the  public  press  to  ridicule  the  whole 
action.  The  addition  to  the  paper  alluded  to,  of  the  single  sentence, 
is  not  a  whit  more  apologetic  than  the  former  was  intended  to  be; 
but  passing  the  **  criticism"  of  that  literary  savan.  Dr.  Atlee!  and  the 
eloquence  of  Dr.  Jewell  having  been  ventilated,  it  was  pronounced 
"full,  complete,  ample,  and  satisfactory." 

We  trust  that  the  McClintock  affair  has  now  reached  its  ultimatum, 
and  that  we  shftll  have  no  further  occasion  to  allude  to  the  subject. 
He  did  not  offer  either  his  credentials  as  a  delegate,  or  his  memorial 
for  restoration  to  the  body,  although  he  arrived  at  Washington  in 
season.  Wiser  counsels  prevailed,  as  the  vindictive  temper  of  certain 
parties  was  too  manifest  to  allow  of  any  hope  of  forgiveness,  and  he 
prudently  retired  with  his  papers,  as  he  was  advised  to  do,  and  await 
the  hallowing  influence  of  time. 


■••• 


inSIT  TO  MOUNT  VBRNON. 

The  delegates  and  members  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
together  with  nniMfoiiB  ladies^  wore  etoorted  by  the  Committee  of 
Arrangemrait  to  t  Hnid  tvt  Urn  pupofie,  to  the 
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classic  grounds  of  Mount  Yemen,  the  party  numbering  some  six 
hundred.  The  day  selected  was  cloudy,  though  more  pleasant  on  this 
account,  as  the  heat  of  a  Washington  sun  would  else  have  been  an  in- 
convenience. 

A  planked  pathway  led  from  the  landing  to  the  tomb  of  WASH- 
INGTON, a  distance  of  only  a  few  hundred  yards,  where,  beneath  an 
open  canopy,  repose  the  remains  of  the  Father  op  his  Country;  and 
immediately  by  his  side  lie  those  of  his  queenly  consort  and  com- 
panion, his  own  beloved  Martha,  lovely  in  their  lives,  and  in  death 
undivided.  The  bodies  are  enclosed  in  two  massive  sarcophagi,  pre- 
cisely alike,  and  each  hermetically  sealed.  The  vault  in  which  the 
bodies  were  originally  interred,  and  whence  they  have  been  removed 
to  their  present  resting  place,  is  still  shown  to  visitors,  though  totally 
dilapidated  and  in  ruins.  Close  at  hand,  on  the  brow  of  a  hill,  stands 
the  old  homestead,  a  spacious  mansion  in  its  day,  which  was  the  resi- 
dence  of  Washington  when  at  home,  and  relieved  from  the  cares  of 
state  and  the  toils  of  the  battle  field,  he  was  permitted  to  domesti- 
cate with  his  family.  His  descendant.  Col.  Washington,  now  occupies 
the  premises,  and  much  of  the  useful  and  ornamental  furniture  and 
fixtures  remain  in  statu  quo^  as  when  in  the  possession  of  his  illustrious 
grandsire,  awakening  the  most  touching  recollections.  Thanks  to  the 
ladies,  who  have  rallied  at  the  spirit-stirring  call  of  Miss  Cunningham 
of  South  Carolina,  this  sacred  ground,  including  the  whole  of  Mount 
Yernon,  comprising  about  two  hundred  acres,  will  now  become  the 
property  of  the  nation.  For  the  part  the  Hon.  Mr.  Everett,  of  Boston, 
has  taken  in  consummating  this  result,  his  name  and  memory  should 
become  immortal.  May  we  not  hope  that  Congress  will  preserve  and 
perpetuate  this  spot  of  earth,  now  sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  great- 
est of  Americans,  to  the  latest  generation,  in  honor  of  him  who  is 
still  "  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen  V  Let  our  children's 
children  make  their  pilgrimage  to  this  our  American  Mecca,  to  renew 
and  repeat  their  vows  of  patriotism  in  the  home  and  at  the  grave  o^ 
Washington.  Let  these  extensive  gardens,  summer  house,  pavilion, 
and  mansion  be  no  longer  given  up  to  decay  and  ruin,  but  let  all  be 
repaired  and  renewed  in  their  pristine  simplicity,  transmitting  to  pos- 
terity a  portion  of  American  soil  unpolluted  by  the  footsteps  of  a  sin- 
gle slave.     Let  it  be  henceforth  the  home  and  the  temple  of  Freedom. 


>  •« 


2'he  Charleston  Medical  Journal  promises  its  readers,  with  the  next 
number,  an  engraved  portrait  of  Prof.  Dunglison,  of  Philadelphia, 
which  will  be  much  sought  after  by  his  numerous  friends  and  ad- 
mirers, than  whom  no  medical  man  in  the  country  has  more. 


I 


if  we  may  judge  by  the  signs  of  the  times,  and  tLe  recent  indications 
in  certain  Medical  Journals,  is  not  only  to  be  tolerated  by  the  regn- 
lar  profession,  bnt  to  be  taken  into  favor  in  high  quarters.  We 
have  lately  published  the  plea  of  Professor  Samuel  H.  Dickson,  for 
"  conjoint  service  "  in  Hospitals  and  Schools  with  Homreopaiks,  as 
being  an  honorable  alternative,  instead  of  relinquisliing  our  positions 
wken  these  gentry  are  placed  on  equality  witfi  us,  as  they  have  been 
in  the  projected  hospital  at  Chicago,  and  as  they  are  clamoring  to  be 
in  the  hospitals  of  New  York.  But  he  does  not  admit  of  our  pro- 
fessional consTiUalion  with  Homeopaths  in  public  or  private  practice, 
but  rather  condemns  it  as  preposterous.  Dr.  Davis'  article  in  the 
Chicago  Journal,  and  our  own  comments  m  the  GiZEiTE,  are  before 
our  readers,  and  Dr.  Dickson's  rejoinder  has  also  appeared,  all  on  the 
same  subject. 

A  writer  in  the  Boslon  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  strongly  en- 
dorsed, though  calling  himself  "  Senex,"  has  since  come  out  decidedly 
in  favor  of  considlalions  vilh  Homao^aths.  as  being  reasonable,  honora- 
ble, and  -profilahk.  His  chief  argument  is,  that  it  is  wrong  to  pro- 
scribe them  for  a  mere  "difference  of  opinion,"  as  though  this  consti- 
tuted the  only  difference  between  a  Homccopath  and  a  physician.  His 
article  is  ably  replied  to  in  the  same  joonial  by  "  Junior,"  who  exposes 
this  fallacy,  and  shows  that  a  consultation  with  any  Homoeopath  is 
an  endorsement  of  dishonesty — this  being  inseparable  from  his  creed 
and  practice;  and  hence  argues  that  no  regular  physician  can  consult 
with  a  Homceopath,  without  forfeitini;  his  character. 

Still,  now  that  oar  Medical  Journals  are  thus  beginning  to  discnsB 
the  pros  and  cons,  we  shall  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  a  treaty  of 
amity  and  comity  wilt  be  entered  into  shortly,  under  wliich  certain 
physicians  shall  consent  to  meet  on  equal  terms  with  Homceopaths; 
althongh  both  parties  must  know  that  any  such  consultation  must  bo 
a  farce.  Our  objection  lies  against  fieeeing  the  patient;  first,  of  the 
fees  to  both  parties  for  a  bogus  consultation,  and  it  can  be  no  other; 
and  second,  of  his  health  and  life,  if  either  are  sufSciently  involved  to 
need  medical  advice.  li  in  any  case  of  acute  disease  in  a  vital  organ 
such  "  conjoint "  consultation  is  held,  the  honest  Homceopath  will  rely 
on  the  "expectant  treatment,"  or  its  equivalent  infinitesimal  of  medi- 
cation. The  regular  physician  will  know  that  under  such  treatment, 
and  without  directly  opposite,  and  even  active  remedies,  a  fatal  result 
is  inevitable.  Bat  they  are  in  consnUation  co-equals  in  authority,  and 
agreement  impossible.    If  the  regular  physician  yield,  the  patient 
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mast  die.  If  a  third  physician  be  called  as  an  umpire,  and  chance  to 
be  a  Homoeopath,  three  physicians  will  get  a  fee  out  of  the  estate, 
bnt  the  patient  is  the  victim,  the  physician  being  overruled  by  two  of 
the  sect,  and  all  that  is  left  to  him  is  the  sad  consciousness  that  the 
patient  might  have  been  saved  by  remedies  which  the  consultation 
ignored. 

Our  own  practice  has  ever  been  to  refuse  consultation,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, with  any  Homoeopath,  and  this  on  the  ground,  that 
while  he  from  any  motive  consents  to  this  designation,  he  is  not  and 
cannot  be  a  physician.  Hence  we  ignore  his  presence  in  a  sick  room, 
owing  him  no  courtesy;  prescribing  for  his  patients,  whenever  trans- 
ferred to  our  care,  as  though  he  were  not  in  existence,  and  retiring 
instanter  from  any  family  where  we  are  insulted  by  allowing  him  to 
prescribe.  Our  justification  is,  that  either  he  does  not  know  the 
nature  and  properties  of  drugs,  nor  their  effect  on  disease;  or  if  know- 
ing, is  not  governed  by  such  knowledge,  nor  cannot  be  if  he  honestly 
hold  his  creed;  and  in  either  case  to  consult  with  him  would  be  an  im- 
posture, and  it  either  of  us  were  paid,  we  should  be  receiving  money 
under  false  pretences. 

That  there  are  well-informed  physicians  who  sail  under  the  Homoeo- 
pathic flag,  who  will  bleed,  leech,  cup,  blister,  and  prescribe  rationally 
such  drugs  and  doses  as  emergencies  require,  only  employing  the 
tricks  of  Homoeopathy  as  a  "tub  to  amuse  the  whale,"  we  admit; 
and  such  we  despise  for  their  dishonesty  in  sailing  under  false  colors. 
They  might  not  differ  from  ug  in  consultation,  bnt  self-respect  forbids 
any  association  with  them.  While  if  they  were  honestly  Homoeop- 
athists,  concurrence  with  them  in  consultation  would  be  impossible, 
and  hence  we  decline  professional  intercourse  with  all,  as  the  only 
safe  course  for  ourselves  or  for  the  sick,  and  this  at  whatever  pecunia- 
ry sacrifice — for  money  is  not,  in  our  creed,  the  chief  end  of  man. 

Let  the  Homoeopaths  renounce  their  pretensions  to  any  "  exclusive 
knowledge  "  of  any  "  peculiar  system,"  or  "  new  school,"  or  **  law  of 
cure;"  and  let  them  cease  to  claim  that  the  regular  profession  are  all 
wrong,  while  knowing  them  to  be  right,  and  renounce  the  nicknames 
of  "  old  school"  and  "  allopathy,"  as  applied  to  us  in  reproach;  and 
let  them  bring  into  our  ranks  all  they  know  or  have  learned,  as  a  su- 
peraddition  to  medical  science,  which  has  ever  welcomed  all  that  is 
true,  and  rejected  all  that  is  false,  whether  new  or  old';  and  they  will 
then,  and  not  till  then,  be  worthy  of  our  recognition  in  consultation  or 
otherwise. 

While  we  concede  that  there  are  men  among  them  who  knoir  aU 
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that  we  know  of  medical  science,  we  claim  that  they  kuow  nothing  of 
disease  or  remedies  worth  knowing,  which  has  not  been  equally  acces- 
sible to  OS.  We  have  as  high  motives  to  atquire  ail  new  and  usefal 
knowledge  as  they  can  have,  aud  have  no  prejudices,  mercenary  or 
otherwise,  which  can  deter  us  from  seeking  al'ler  whulever  is  new  or 
useful  in  the  practice  of  oar  art.  Medicul  science  is  ever  improving, 
and  its  cnltivators  in  onr  ranks  are  ardeat  and  eager  to  proGt  ly 
whatever  of  novelty  or  utihty  they  have  to  offer.  Let  them  bring  it 
to  our  common  storehouse,  and  no  longer  fritter  away  their  lives  in 
searching  for  apeeiiics  in  experiments  iu  mysticisms:  but,  instead  of 
paddling  their  puny  canoes  in  little  brooks  and  rivulets  iu  pursuit  of 
pebbles,  let  them  launch  out  with  us  tuto  the  open  sea  of  scientific  re- 
search, freighted  with  all  that  is  known,  and  seeking  after  all  that  is 
nuknowD.  Thus  we  may  become  fellow  laborers  in  the  common  work 
of  improving  and  perfecting  the  divine  art  of  healing  for  the  benefit 
of  our  common  humanity. 


PBOFESSOR  E.  GEDDINQS, 

of  the  Medical  College  of  South  Carolina,  has  recently  resigned  his 
chair  of  Anatomy  in  that  Institution.  The  simnltaiieous  retirement 
of  Prof.  Dickson  from  that  school,  by  his  removal  to  Philadelphia, 
constitutes  a  double  loss,  for  both  are  able  and  popular  teadiers, 
whose  places  it  may  be  difGcult  to  fill,  The  high  character  of  the 
College,  the  reputation  of  its  Faculty,  and  the  prosperity  indicated  by 
its  large  classes,  will,  however,  doubtless  enable  the  school  to  supply 
the  void  so  unexpectedly  made,  by  selecting  worthy  and  capable  suc- 
cessors in  the  vacated  chairs,  in  time  for  the  next  session.  Hoppily, 
the  Southern  profession  numbers  in  its  ranks  so  many  who  are  proudly 
eminent  in  every  department,  that  in  their  section  there  is  neither 
necessity  nor  motive  to  prefer  their  Northern  brethren  for  their  posts 
of  honor  and  emolument,  over  their  own  sons. 


HOSPirAL  APPOmTMEHTS, 

These  high  professional  positions  are  too  often  dispensed  by  politi- 
cal authorities,  and  sometimes  lo  the  public  detriment.  Very  recent- 
ly the  new  Governor  of  Massachusetts  has  removed  Dr.  J.  R.  Loth- 
rop,  the  popular  and  nsefnl  Superintendent  of  Rainsford  Island  Hos- 
pital, and  appointed  in  his  stead  a  political  favorite,  Dr.  L.  M.  Bar- 
ker, who  it  seems  has  no  professional  statns.  Much  indignation  is  ex- 
pressed by  the  Boston  phyeiciana  at  this  disregard  of  their  remon- 


4 
I 

i 


MEDICAL    GAZBTTE.  867 

strance;  and  as  Dr.  Morris,  of  the  State  Prison  Hospital,  has  also 
been  removed,  apprehensions  are  expressed  that  political  removals 
from  other  hospitals  are  to  follow.  But,  **  to  the  victors  belong  the 
spoils,"  is  thje  motto  of  political  partisans,  and  may  we  spare  our  breath 
in  complaining,  for  doctors,  as  snch,  have  no  influence  in  defeating  or 
changing  such  appointments. 

The  truth  is,  our  profession  have  destroyed  their  influence  in  snch 
cases,  by  assuming  the  right  to  dictate  to  the  appointing  power,  even 
when  men  nndeniably  competent  have  been  selected ;  and  when  the 
prejudices  against  the  individuals  have  been  betrayed  as  the  dominant 
motive.  If  educated  and  capable  physicians  reach  such  positions 
through  political  influence,  the  profession  will  gain  nothing,  but  lose 
everything,  by  taking  part  between  the  ins  and  the  outs.  If  the  ap- 
pointee is  educated  and  capable,  the  profession  as  such  should  be 
silent,  and  only  move  when  incompetent  men  are  placed  in  charge  of 
public  charities.  If  they  only  act  on  such  grounds,  they  will  be  influ- 
ential;  but  when  they  denounce  an  appointment  of  a  capable  man, 
avowing  as  their  motive  his  technical  relations  to  any  school,  party, 
or  clique,  irrespective  of  qualifications,  they  will  only  have  their  labor 
for  their  pains. 

The  American  Medical  Association,  at  its  late  session,  very  narrow- 
ly escaped  self-stultification,  by  approaching  the  Honorable  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  asking  the  removal  of  the  Inspector  of  Drugs  for 
New  York,  and  the  re-appointment  of  his  predecessor,  who  was  re- 
cently removed  by  the  department.  Let  our  profession  keep  aloof 
from  politics  and  religion,  the  state  and  the  church,  in  our  public  rela- 
tions, for  they  will  prove  only  "  entangling  alliances." 


»•• 


PROFESSORIAL  CHANGES^  &c. 

Dr.  Henry  Miller  has  resigned  his  chair  of  Obstetrics,  Ac,  in  the 
University  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  an  event  deprecated  by  his  colleagues, 
who  have  ever  held  him  in  high  estimation. 

Dr.  Charles  Frick  has  been  appointed  to  the  Professorship  of  Ma- 
teria Medica  and  Therapeutics  in  the  University  of  Maryland,  in 
place  of  Prof.  Miltenberger,  who  takes  the  chair  of  Obstetrics,  va- 
cated by  Dr.  Thomas  on  account  of  failing  health.  Dr.  Frick,  in 
scholastic  and  professional  requirements,  has  few  superiors  anywhere, 
and  will  prove  an  acquisition  to  the  Faculty  of  our  own  venerable 
Alma  Mater.    We  congratulate  him  on  his  preferment. 

Dr.  Sandford  B.  Hunt  has  resigned  his  Professorship  in  the  Uni- 


veTBity  of  Buffalo,  aad  also  retired  from  tbe  MtdUal  JmtnuU,  of 
which  lie  bas  so  long  been  t!>e  popular  coodactor;  &Qd  still  more,  lie 
has  left  the  profession,  to  devote  Itiraseir  to  literary  and  editorial  la- 
bors throagh  the  pablic  press.  Dr.  Nichols  succeeds  him  id  the  Col- 
lege, and  Dr.  A.  Flint,  Jr.,  in  the  JouTual. 

Dr.  Francis  Donaldson  has  been  appointed  to  the  chair  of  Materi& 
Medica  id  the  Maryland  College  of  Pharmacy. 

Prof.  Samnel  Henry  Dickson,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  has  accepted  the 
chair  of  Practical  Medicine  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  at  Phila- 
delphia, vacated  by  the  decease  of  the  lamented  Dr.  J.  K.  MitcheU. 


OXTR  PHUiADELPaiA  COUSINS 
are  still  in  tribulation  by  reason  of  the  McClintock-pAoiia,  The  ad- 
justment of  their  grievances  at  Washington,  the  Bual  resort,  though 
nnanimonsly  satisfactory  to  the  fire  hundred  delegates  representing 
the  profession  of  the  country,  and  expressly  declared  to  be  the  conclo- 
sion  of  the  whole  matter,  tnrns  out  to  be  no  settlement  at  all.  The 
"  old  man,  angry  and  mortified,"  still  raves  through  three  mortal 
columns  of  the  PhUaddphia  North  Amtrican  of  May  19th,  1858,  one 
of  the  daily  papers,  in  violation  of  the  Code  of  Ethics,  which  forbids 
the  Qse  of  the  secular  papers,  and  in  confirmation  of  this  charge, 
which  he  and  they  impudently  denied  at  Washington,  bnl  already  re- 
peat their  offence.  In  this  newspaper  all  the  stale  calamnies  of  their 
"  memorial "  are  now  re-prodnced,  in  utter  coutempt  for  the  action  of 
the  Association  and  their  ethical  code.  The  parties  could  easily  be 
convicted  of  libel,  hot  the  "game  is  not  worth  the  candle."  We 
have  done  with  the  sabject,  and  shall  not  condescend  to  notice  any 
farther  those  nnhappy  men  who  are  still  esclaiming,  "all  this  availeth 
ns  nothing,  so  long  as  Mordecai,  tbe  Jew,  sitteth  at  the  king's  gate." 
Proh  pudor .' 

UADiaNAHT  SMAI.L  POX 

A  case  recently  occurred  in  this  city,  denominated  "Varioloid,"  in 
which  the  patient  died  saddenly  from  apoplectic  effusion  on  the  second 
day  of  the  eruption,  in  the  fortieth  year  of  his  age,  a  result  as  nnan- 
ticipated  as  it  is  nnosual.  Tbns  perished  in  the  prime  of  life  one  of 
the  purest  and  brightest  men  of  our  age  and  country  by  malignant 
Bmall  Pux,  and  yet  oar  Health  Officer  hag  been  hindered  and  embar- 
rassed while  enfordng  our  Qoarantine  laws  against  the  importation  of 
this  pestileoce,  and  this  bj  the  officers  of  the  customs.    Happily  our 
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Health  Laws  are  the  prerogative  of  State  sovereignty,  (is  the  Federal 
Government  will  be  taught  by  our  vigilant  Mayor  and  the  Courts  of 
New  York.  The  fatal  cases  of  Small  Pox  in  our  vast  population 
would  else  be  hundreds  weekly,  instead  of  being  restricted  to  tens, 
and  the  whole  country,  by  its  constant  intercourse  with  our  city,  might 
else  be  inoculated  with  this  loathsome  malady.  There  is  no  safety  for 
the  city  or  nation  but  in  the  fidelity  of  our  Quarantine  restrictions, 
which  must  be  inviolable. 


»»< 


REBUKE  TO  MEDICAIa  LATTTUDINARIANS. 

At  a  large  meeting  of  medical  practitioners,  held  recently  at  the 
Boyal  Berkshire  Hospital,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  and 
ordered  to  be  published  in  the  Medical  Journals,  with  the  names  of 
the  physicians  annexed,  viz  : 

"  Resolved,  That  no  qualified  medical  man,  practising  Homoeopathy, 
shall  be  met  in  consultation." 

This  resolution  may  be  called  for  in  Great  Britain,  but  in  America 
every  qualified  medical  man  has  adopted  it  as  his  rule  of  action,  ever 
since  the  sugar-of-milk  gentry  have  been  in  the  country,  and  extends 
to  the  imported  as  well  as  the  indigenous  fraternity  of  globulists. 

SVnLLED  BfllLBl 

This  enormous  swindle  and  murderous  trade  has  been  so  thoroughly 
exposed  in  the  Illustrated  Newspaper  of  Frank  Leslie  of  New  Tork, 
by  graphic  drawings,  descriptive  articles,  and  scientific  demonstra- 
tions, that  there  is  now  good  ground  to  hope  that  onr  city  at  least 
will  be  soon  purged  of  this  abomination.  We  may  then  look  for  a 
signal  dimunition  in  the  mortality  of  infancy  and  childhood,  which 
has  reached  to  gigantic  extent. 


•  ••■ 


LAGER    BEER. 

The  judgment  of  our  courts  exclude  this  Dutch  drink  from  the  class 
of  intoxicating  liquors,  upon  the  sale  of  which  the  law  imposes  re- 
strictions. It  is  proved  to  contain  only  2^  to  3|  per  cent,  of  alcohol. 
Bat  the  incredible  quantities  sworn  to  be  drank  by  some  of  the  witness- 
es will  as  certainly  destroy  health  and  life  as  though  it  were  all  alco- 
hol or  Inpnline.  Let  our  German  fellow  citizens  beware,  for  such  ex- 
cesses may  not  intoxicate,  but  they  will  kill,  by  indncing  congestions 
of  the  kidneys,  liver,  and  brain. 
24 
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We  have  seen  several  imitations  under  the  same  name,  some  of 
wWeh  appear  to  be  only  a  mixture  of  the  tinctures  of  bark  and  orange 
peel  with  rose  water  and  syrup,  and  are  every  way  inferior  to  the 
genuine  article,  and  on  this  account  we  indicate  the  sources  whenco 
we  have  procured  a  reliable  and  useful  preparation. 


>♦« 


Savannah  Journal  of  Medidm, — ^This  new  periodical  has  appeared, 
and  the  first  number  is  a  creditable  specimen  of  what  can  be  done  by 
those  who  "  have  a  mind  to  the  work."  Its  editors  are  Drs.  J.  S. 
Sullivan,  J.  Harris,  and  R.  D.  Arnold,  who  will  make  a  first-lass 
journal,  which  is  to  be  published  bi-monthly,  at  $2.00  per  annum. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 

OUR  PHUiADELPHIA  CORRESPONDENT. 

No.  & 

Professors— Dr.  Hare— Charity  Hospital— Bleckley— JoomalSy  &c. 

*'Te,  let  that  passen,"  quod  our  Hoste,  "as  now, 
"  Sire  Doctour  of  PhyHike,  I  pray  you, 
Tell  us  a  tale  of  some  honest  matere." 

**  It  shall  be  done,  if  that  ye  wol  it  here,"  * 

Said  this  Doctour,  and  his  tale  began  anon, 
*'  Now,  good  men,"  quod  he,  "  herkeneth  everich  on."    Chaucodi. 

Deab  Gazette. — Philadelphia  is  as  quiet  as  a  gallinaceous  ovariam, 
from  which  the  blood  has  flown  forever,  leaving  only  a  Tew  feathers 
to  indicate  to  their  affectionate  parenta}  relative  that  her  family  is 
out  airing.  The  nests  are  still  warm,  and  some  of  the  young  Escu- 
lapians  still  linger  around,  picking  up  crumbs  of  knowledge,  before 
taking  a  final  adieu.  But  one  vacancy  has  occurred  in  our  College 
this  year,  as  yet,  and  that  is  already  filled.  The  contest,  we  under- 
stood, was  waged  between  Philadelphia  and  the  South,  and  was 
decided  in  favor  of  the  latter.  Some  of  our  first  medical  teachers 
and  scholars  were  worthy  candidates  for  Dr.  J.  K.  Mitchell's  thair 
in  the  great  Jefferson  College.  The  balloting,  at  last,  it  seems,  was 
between  Dr.  James  Bryan,  as  the  representative  of  Philadelphia,  and 
Dn  S.  H.  Dickson,  the  candidate  from  the  South.  A  very  close  vote 
was  the  result,  the  latter  being  successful. 

Another  of  our  distinguished  men  has  but  recently  departed.  We 
allude  to  Dr.  Hare,  Emeritus  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Univer^ 
sity.  We  knew  him  well,  and  knew  him  to  be  a  man  of  infinite 
ability  in  his  peculiar  line.    He  never  was  calcalated  for  a  teachen 
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The  insurmountable  hesitancy  of  speech,  and  general  slowness  of 
thought,  entirely  unfitted  him  to  be  the  popular  teacher.  His  explana- 
tions were  always  cloudy,  his  anecdotes  were  still-born,  and  his  simi- 
lies  were  far-fetched.  But  instead  of  oratorical,  he  had  great 
mechanical  and  analytical  abilities.  Even  in  his  dotage,  when  the 
shadows  of  coming  imbecility  flitted  over  his  once  brilliant  mind,  the 
strong  inclination  of  his  genius  to  analysis  and  mechanics  was  seen  in 
his  attempts  at  defining  and  mechanically  illustrating  what  no  human 
being  yet  has  been  able  to  define  and  demonstrate — the  workings  of 
the  spirit  or  spirits  on  matter. 

It  was  a  melancholy  sight  to  see  that  noble  form  bowed  with  age, 
and  that  grand  face  idiotic  with  cerebral  debility,  as  he  day  by  day 
mixed  with  his  fellow  men.  But  he  is  gone;  his  pupils  are  numbered 
by  thousands,  and  his  grand  apparatus,  calorimeters,  electric  machines, 
&c.,  with  his  books,  alone  remain  to  remind  us  that  the  great  chemist 
lived  among  men.  Peace  to  his  ashes.  He  was  emphatically  an 
honest  man. 

The  conventions  at  Washington  and  Baltimore  carried  away  many 
of  our  active  spirits,  and  left  the  town  in  peace  and  quiet  at  least  for 
the  time. 

The  political  kaleidoscope  has  again  tamed,  and  the  "  People's 
ticket"  has  been  the  successful  one  in  our  spring  elections.  The 
Blockley  Hospital  question  will  thus  probably  be  solved,  as  it  was 
propounded,  without  medical  interference.  Some  think,  however,  that 
the  sympathy  of  persecution  will  re-act  in  favor  of  the  present  incum- 
bent. We  know  nothing  of  the  matter.  The  weather  this  spring 
has,  like  that  of  last,  been  very  wet,  and  the  vegetation  backward. 
A  large  number  of  cutaneous  diseases,  measles,  chicken  pox,  &c., 
have  been  seen  among  ns  lately. 

A  new  institution  called  the  Charity  Hospital  is  now  fully  organ- 
ized, and  going  into  full  operation.  This  will  add  another  to  the 
clinical  resources  of  our  city.  It  is  located  in  Butterwood,  near 
Broad.    The  obstetrical  department  is  now  occupied  with  cases. 

The  New  Jersey  Reporter  has  been  moved  to  our  city,  in  hopes  of 
a  wider  field  and  greater  patronage;  we  doubt  whether  either  of  these 
will  be  realized,  at  least  under  the  present  arrangement.  A  college 
connection  gives  a  journal  a  great  advantage  with  us,  and  other 
things  being  equal,  it  succeeds  with  such  a  connection  much  better 
than  without  it.  The  only  inclination  that  we  have  observed  in  the 
above  named  periodical,  has  been  in  favor  of  the  old  school;  and  this 
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baa  no  palronage  to  bestow.  We  notice  that  the  Albdu  of  the  friends 
of  the  Jefferson  College,  as  osaal,  is  aboat  to  be  imitated  bj  "  an  illus- 
trated history"  of  the  University  and  her  Faculty,  This  will  proba- 
bly be  out  by  autumn.  These  colleges  are  grand  mutual  admiration  so- 
cieties, where  life  foes  are  bound  to  land  to  the  third  heavens  those 
whom  they  despise.  Between  you  and  I,  dear  Gazette,  in  yonr  inter- 
conrse  with  men,  have  you  not  found  that  the  hating  faculties,  call 
them  by  what  name  yon  will,  are  more  tenacious  of  life,  and  more 
active  during  life,  as  a  general  rule,  than  the  loving  ones  ? 

Napoleon  spoke  of  Christ  as  a  divine  personage,  inasmnch  as  be 
based  his  power  upon  affection;  npon  love,  love  to  enemies  as  well  aa 
friends.  "  The  warrior,"  said  the  Emperor,  "  whose  game  was  empire, 
and  whose  stakes  were  their  thrones,  whose  field  the  world,  and  dice 
were  baman  bones,"  had  a  world-renowned  reputation,  while  his  name 
infused  terror  into  the  hearts  of  men,  but  was  soon  forgotten  when 
once  dead;  whereas,  the  kingdom  of  Christ  began  at  the  moment  of  bia 
death.  Was  it  because  it  was  based  on  love  ?  and  is  man,  who  is  known 
to  be  a  good  bater,  also  a  reliable  lovet  ?    Bnt  a  trace  to  philosophy. 

The  PAUaddphia  Medical  a^  Surgical  Toumal  is,  wa  believe,  the 
only  one  that  has  lived  for  six  years  without  contioued  college  patront^e. 
It  is  delayed  in  its  issue  this  month,  in  order  to  publish  a  part  of  the 
transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association.  The  soathem 
portion  of  oar  profession,  as  well  as  the  young  men  in  the  immediate 
Ticinity,  are  the  real  patrons  of  Dr.  Bryan's  Journal,  and  a  spirited 
and  manly  independence  is  rewarded  by  the  friendship  and  patronage, 
if  we  are  rightly  informed,  of  many  of  the  best  and  most  intelligent 
medical  men  of  this  country.     Vale.  Sknbca. 


TOADTISM  BT  A  DOWIT  BdBTBR. 

"  A  cliiel'B  BinaDg  ye,  lakia  notea. 
And  faith,  he'll  print  'em." 

Me.  EnrroR — New  York  and  her  medical  dignitaries  will  no  longer 
need  a  chronicler  and  eulogist,  now  that  J.  C,  B.,  of  Mfune,  a  veritar 
ble  Yankee,  has  been  again  a  visitor,  and  has  written  his  impressions 
for  the  Bos/on  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  our  great  men,  to  each  of  whom  he 
(^Tes  the  puff  direct,  and  each  of  whom  may  henceforth  inclnde  him- 
self in  onr  catalogue  of  "lions;"  an  honor  to  which  none  else  need 
Mpu^,  until  onr  Yankee  visitor  comes  this  way  again,  when  he  may 
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possibly  enlarge  the  list.  The  following  is  the  order  of  oar  sayans, 
viz.:  Drs.  Francis,  Mott,  Stevens,  W.  Parker,  Watts,  Dalton,  Clark, 
Smith,  Gilman,  St.  John,  Post,  Paine,  Draper,  Metcalf,  Bedford,  Van 
Boren,  Peaslee,  Barker,  Green,  Carnochan,  J.  R.  Wood,  Back,  Wat- 
son, Tailor,  Detmold,  S.  Smith,  Thomas,  Agnew,  Goaley,  Finnell, 
Sands,  Bamstead,  and  He jwood.  Here  are  the  thirty-three  iUte  of  the 
profession,  who  are  singled  oat  as  worthy  of  special  mention;  and 
though  some  of  the  list  are  well  known  as  entitled  to  doable  honor, 
yet  these  mast  be  sarprised,  if  not  amased,  to  find  themselves  classified 
in  the  same  groap  with  others,  of  some  of  whom  it  is  fair  to  presome 
they  scarcely  ever -heard;  and  who  will  be  themselves  startled  to  find 
their  names  in  the  same  category  with  the  "  wise  men  of  Gothun," 
and  will  be  led  to  exclaim,  "  how  we  apples  swim  1"  while  wondering 
what  they  have  ever  done  besides  being  bom  ''  down  east,"  to  be  80 
soon  lionized  by  J.  C.  B.,  the  Maine  correspondent  of  the  BosUm 
Journal.  Some  of  these  small  fry  are-  classed  among  the  "  strong 
men  and  clear  heads  of  the  city,"  whose  repntation  never  before 
crossed  the  East  River;  while  others  are  said  to  be  "rising  to  fame 
and  the  highest  acqnisitions,"  who  have  not  been  long  enongh  in  tbe 
city  to  get  into  the  directory,  and  are  withont  either  patients  or  fees; 
while  still  others  are  reported  as  in  high  positions  "  and  honorable 
stations,"  who  have  never  aspired  beyond  demonstrators,  prosectors, 
and  bob-tail  professors.  And  all  these  invidious  comparisons  are  insti- 
tnted  in  particularizing  the  medical  men  of  New  York,  while  the  very 
existence  of  sach  men  as  Cheesman,  Hoffinan,  Delafield,  Sims,  and  a 
host,  of  others  whose  reputation  is  immeasorably  superior,  are  wholly 
Ignored  by  this  toady,  possibly  for  the  reason  that  they  did  not  ent^- 
tain  and  feast  him  while  here,  or  otherwise  court  his  favor. 

Of  Drs.  Francis  and  Stevens  our  critic  speaks  with  justice,  while 
of  our  own  Dr.  Mott,  whom  we  all  venerate,  he  only  speaks  as  being 
"admonished  to  withdraw,"  and  "  soothed  to  retirement!"  while  he  is 
known  to  be  as  laborious  and  successful  as  ever,  notwithstanding  his 
age.  Of  others,  we  hardly  know  whether  he  writes  in  earnest  or 
satire.  •  The  Twenty-third  Street  CoU^e  seems  to  be  the  "  god  <^  his 
idolatry,"  for  he  calls  it  presumption  to  "  suggest  any  improvement "  in 
that  Faculty,  the  £ai/  being  adequately  rq>re8ented  here.  He 
praises  Dr.  Parker  very  highly,  and  yet  dtes  as  his  only  surgical  feat 
his  '^reductioD  of  a  dislocated  lemar  bj  Dr.  RoA  nellrad.*  Of  Dr. 
Watte,  he  says  H  k  ''worth  a  jcMnwr toKwToilttokearhim,*  and 
eztoii  kiM  aaaa ''iP  li^wiitliii 
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Dr.  Dalton  is  said  to  give  a  "more  full  and  perfect  coarse  than  is 
given  anywhere  in  the  country/'  which  is  bold,  certainly.  And  Dr. 
Clark  is  said  to  be  **  regarded  here  as  the  end  of  the  lawl"  especially 
in  the  herculean  use  of  opium ;  a  eulogy  from  which  this  modest  and 
worthy  man  will  shrink.  Professors  Smith  and  Oilman  are  affirmed 
to  grow  brighter  and  better  with  age,  which  is  a  left-handed  compli- 
ment/ for  which  the  latter  especially  will  not  thank  him.  While 
"  everybody  says  Prof.  St.  John  is  a  learned  chemisf  Thus  the 
Faculty  here  are  disposed  of. 

In  passing  to  the  Tin  iversity  Faculty,  we  find  no  mention  in  this  con- 
nection of  the  Atlas  on  whom  it  rests,  nor  is  the  profound  learning  of 
Dr.  Taine  hinted  at,  he  being  only  named  consecutively  with  the  other 
members  of  the  Faculty.  Drs.  Post  and  Van  Buren  are  highly  spoken 
of^  the  latter  being  comically  described  as  a  Afovmgimxi.  This  college 
is  soon  disposed  of,  as  they  lack  the  Yankee  element  of  greatness. 

Next,  our  New  York  College  takes  its  turn,  and  Drs.  Peaslee, 
Baiter,  and  Oreen,  all  Eastern  men,  are  justly  extolled,  while  Dr. 
Oarnochan  is  slurred  over  in  five  lines;  but  he  is  a  Southerner,  and 
Drs.  Doremus,  Davis  and  Cox  are  ignored.  Dr.  Childs  is  doubtless 
omitted  by  accident,  as  he  is  sufficiently  oriental. 

Of  our  hospitals  our  critic  writes  in  a  laudatory  style,  though  he 
only  names  Drs.  Buck  and  Watson  as  having  the  "  guidance  of  the 
N.  Y.  Hospital,"  and  Dr.  Wood  in  connection  with  the  Bellevue;  the 
others  being  alluded  to  in  part  as  "clinical  lecturers,  and  in  his  *'  re- 
served corps!"  But  New  Yorkers  will  be  struck  with  his  ludicrous 
mistake  when  he  speaks  of  the  '^democratic  manner  in  which  all 
places  of  honor  and  profit  are  distributed,"  and  the  **  merit  and  capaci- 
ty "  of  the  incumbents.  For  everybody  knows  that  such  places  are 
obtained  by  politics,  by  nepotism,  and  by  money ;  and  hence  our  best 
qualified  men  are  uniformly  defeated,  unless  they  "  bend  the  pregnant 
hinges  of  the  knee  where  thrift  will  follow  fawning." 

But  enough,  ^Ir.  Editor;  I  only  glance  at  this  toadyism  of  the 
Down  Easter  to  indicate  his  animus,  and  amuse  your  readers  by  its 
betrayal.  S. 

[Our  correspondent  offers  to  name  one  hundred  other  physicians 
and  surgeons  in  New  York,  who  he  says  excel  in  reputation  and 
practice  a  majority  of  those  enumerated  here.  We  concur  with  him 
in  this  opinion,  but  comparisons  are  odious.  We  do  not  see  th^ 
hahn  of  the  Yankees  puffing  each  other.  They  are  clannish  and 
smart,  all  the  world  over.] 
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Medical  College  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

•  We  learn  from  the  Charleston  Mercury  that  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Trustees  and  Faculty  of  the  Medical  College  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  held  on  the  19th  ult.,  Dr.  P.  C.  Gaillard  was  elected  to 
the  chair  of  the  Institutes  and  Practice  of  M^icine,  in  this  Institu- 
tion, rendered  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Prof.  Dickson,  and  Dr.  J. 
J.  Chisolm  to  the  Chair  of  Surgery,  made  vacant  by  the  resignation 
of  Prof.  Geddings. 

Died,  in  Philadelphia,  May  16th,  1858,  Dr.  Robert  Hare,  in  the 
seventy-seventh  year  of  his  age.  He  was  for  a  series  of  years  Pro- 
fessor of  Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  by  his  dis- 
coveries and  improvements  acquired  high  distinction  at  home  and 
abroad,  ranking  justly  among  the  first  chemists  of  the  age.  The  lat- 
ter years  of  his  life  have  been  beclouded  by  mental  infirmities,  termi- 
nating in  senile  imbecility,  under  the  influence  of  which  he  was  en- 
snared by  the  vagaries  of  clairvoyance,  and  thus  led  into  the  mysticism 
of  the  modern  spiritualists,  endorsing  by  his  high  name  the  wildest 
of  their  speculations.    Hunumum  est  errare, 
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COD   LIYEE  OIL   JELLY, 

AFFBOVED  BY  THE  NEW  YOBE  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 


The  marked  repugnance  which  many  invalids  feel  for  every  kind  of  oil,  and 
especially  for  Cod  Liver  Oil,  prevents  many  patients  from  using  it,  even  in 
cases  where  the  physician  prescribes  it  as  the  only  remedy  for  the  disease;  or 
if  the  invalid,  after  many  efforts,  succeeds  in  taking  it,  the  disgust  and  repug- 
nance neutralize,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  good  effect  of  the  remedy.  Often 
diarrhoea  or  vomitings  injure  the  state  of  the  patient,  and  the  remedy  is  an 
iigury  instead  of  a  benefit.  These  unpleasant  effects  are  entirely  obviated  by 
the  use  of  my  Cod  Liver  Oil  Jelly.  The  invalid,  if  he  follows  my  direction, 
can  take  it  without  perceiving  the  least  taste  of  the  Oil.  I  also  particularly 
and  respectfcilly  call  the  attention  of  physicians  to  the  modus  operandi  of  this 
Jelly  in  the  stomach.  Instead  of  this  feeling  of  nausea,  more  or  less  painful, 
which  no  patient  escapes,  this  Jelly,  taken  almost  without  taste,  is  gradually 
dissolved  in  the  stomach.  The  Oil,  by  its  combination  with  the  sugar,  forms  a 
beneficial  emulsion,  and  being  carried  in  this  manner  in  an  infinitesimal  mole- 
cular division,  every  particle  acts,  and  no  loss  of  the  remedy  can  happen. 

Invented  and  prepared  solely  by 

E.  QUERU^  Practical  Chemist^ 
nro.  135  Fonrtb  Avenue,  ST.  T. 

PEJVFOLDy  CLdYSf  CO.,  Agents,  No.  4  Fletcher  Street,  New  York. 

ATLANTA  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

The  Fourth  Course  of  Lectures  in  this  lastitution  will  commence  on  the  first  MONDAY  in  ICAT 
next,  and  conlinue  four  months. 

FA  C  U  LTY: 


Alexander  Means,  M.D.  ,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and 

Pharmacy. 
Joseph  P.  Logan,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Physiology  and 

General  Pathology. 
J.  6.  Wbstuorxland,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Materia 

Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
T.  C.  H.  Wii£K}N,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anat. 


H.  W.  Brown,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

Jomr  W.  Jones,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Principles  and 

Practice  of  Medicine. 
W.  F.  Westmoreland,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Principles 

and  Practice  of  Surgery. 
Tbos.  S.  Powell,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and 

Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

.FEBSr.— For  the  Course  of  Lectures,  $105;  Matriculation,  (once  only,)  $5.00;  Dissecting  Ticket, 
(taken  once,)  $10.00;  Graduation,  $25.00. 

The  increased  facilities  in  the  Departments  of  Anatomy,  Surgery  and  Chemistry,  alTorded  by 
unple  and  well-adapted  rooms  in  the  new  College  Building,  make  these  branches  of  study  much 
more  entertaining  than  heretofore. 

The  Dissecting  Room,  situated  in  the  upper  story  of  the  buUding,  and  furnished  irith  sky-light, 
will  be  opened  and  supplied  with  sound  and  inoffensiye  subjects  by  the  15th  of  April. 

Ctood  board  can  be  had  in  the  city  at  $3.00  to  $4.00  per  week. 

For  fv^her  information,  address 

J.  G.  WESTMORELAND,  Dean. 

haUXLk^Qeo.j  FA.  8, 1858. 
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ALBANY  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

TiroAillCotiMeiof  LieeturM  are  ^eU-rered  annually*  The  Fftll  Course  cdin- 
mences  on  thejlrst  Tuesday  in  September,  and  the  Spring  CJourse  on  the  third  Tuesday  in 
Febraary.  Each  OHuree  o<mtinuing  sixteen  weeks.  Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  dose  of  e&eh 
term. 


Aldes  March,  M  .  D.,  Profewor  of  Sunrery. 

Jaukb  McNauohton,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  theTheory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Jaxxb  H.Armsbt,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy 

THOXiS  Huir,  M.D.^  Prof,  of  the  Institutes  of 
Medicine. 


Axoe  Dkav,  Esq. ,  Prof,  of  Med.  Jurisprudence. 
Howard  Townsbxd,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Materia 

IbTfidicft 

CharusH.  PoRTSt,  M.D.,  Prof .  of  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy. 

J.  V.  P.  QuAGKKNBuaH,ll.D.,Prof.  of  Obstetrics. 


Fees  for  a  single  course,  $60;  for  two  courses  paid  in  advance,  $100.    Matriculation  fee,  $6 
Gnduation  fee,  $30. 

*  Material  for  dissection  abundant,  and  f  unshed  to  students  on  the  same  terms  as  in  New  York 
and  Philadelphia.  Hospital  Tickets  free.  Opportunities  for  Clinical  instruction  are  believed  to 
be  equal  to-l^ose  afforded  by-any  CeUege  in  the  country .  Price  of  Board  from  $2,60  to  $3,60  per 
week 

JOHN  T.  T».  qUACKENBUSH,  Registrar. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  MASHVILLE. 

Medical  Pepartiwonti    »OMi»n  ld5T-*58«~-The  Seventh  Annual  Courao  of  Leetarsfr  in 
this  Institution  wUl  commence  on  Monday,  the  2d  of  November  next,  and  oontinue  till 
the  first  of  the  ensuing  March. 

JoHK  M.  Watson,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics  and  tbA 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Paul  F.  Evr,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Prioi  imd  Prao.  tit 
Snrgetj. 

W.  K.  BowuNO,  M.  D.,  Institutes  and  Praetiet 
of  Medicine. 

William  T.  Briggs^  M.  D.,  A^unct  Ptofessor 
and- Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

The  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  Opened  for  students  on  the  first  Monday  of  October,  (the  5th.) 

A  Preliminary  Course  of  Lectures,  free  to  all  Students,  will  be  given  by  the  Professors,  com- 
mencing also  on  the  first  Monday  of  October. 

The  Tennessee  State  Hospital,  under  the  direction  of  the  Faculty,  is  open  to  the  Class  free  of 
ehai^. 

A  Chnique  has  been  established,  in  connection  with  the  University,  at  which  operations  art 
performed  and  cases  prescribed  for  and  lectured  upon  in  the  presence  of  the  class. 

Amount  of  Fees  for  Leetuxes  is  $105;  MalxieulatioQ  Fee,  (paid  once  only,)  $5;  Practical  Ana- 
tomy, $10;  Graduation  fee,  $25. 

Good  bearding  ean  be  proenied  for  $8  to  $4  per  week.  For  further  information  or  Catalogue, 
apply  to 

PAUL.  F.  EVE,  M.  D., 

Nashvulb,  Tsnr.,  July  16, 1857.  MMemn  of  ike  Wmeuliff, 


TBOitsa  R.  Jennings,  M.  D.,  Ftofessor  of  Ana- 
tomy. 

J.  Bkkriin  UnDBunr,  M.  D.,  Ohemistzy  and 
Pharmacy.  » 

O'G.  K.  Winston,  M.  D.,  Materia  Medica  lind 
Medical  Jurisprudence. 

A.  H .  Buchanan,  M.  D.,  Surgical  Anatomy 
and  Physiology. 


CASTLETOjr  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

There  are  two  full  Courses  of  Lectures  annually  in  Castleton  Medical  Coll^;e.  The  SPBINO 
SESSION  commencing  on  the  last  Thursday  in  February;  the  AUTUMNAL  SESSION  on 
the  first  Thursday  in  August.  Each  Course  will  continue  four  months.  Degrees  are  conferred 
at  the  close  of  eaoh  term. 


CoRYDON  La  Ford,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

P.  D.  BRADFORi>,M.D.,Prof.  of  Phys.  &PathoL 

Gborgk  Hadlbt,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistvy 
and  Natural  History. 

Adrian  T.  Woodward,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Ob- 
stekios. 

Fm.— For  Lectures,  $50;  for  those  who  have  attended  two  Courses  at  other  Colleges,  $10; 
Matriculation,  $5;  Graduation,  $16;  Board  from  $2.00  to  $2.50  per  week. 

A.  T.  WOODWARD,  M.D^  Registrar. 

Gaoumv,  Ti.,  Jtew,  1S66, 


Wm.  p.  Sktmovr,  M.D.,Prof.  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Tha«peutics. 

WnxiAM  SwMPMit,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

B.  R.  SAiraoRN ,  M.  D. ,  Prof,  of  Surgery. 

Wm.  C.  Ktrridgx,  A.  M.,  Prof,  of  Med.  Jurisp. 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE  ADVEBTISM.  3T^ 

Contribntions  to  OperatiFe  Surgery  &  Sni^eal  Pathology^ 

Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  New  York  Medical  Ck>llege,  Sorgeon-in-chief  to  the  St^te  Hospiti^,  &0« 


This  work  will  be  published  in  a  series  of  Nambers,  to  be  issued  quarterly. 
Each  Number,  of  quarto  size,  will  contain  from  Forty  to  Sixty  Page's  of  Letter- 
press, printed  on  the  best  paper,  with  Illustrations  of  the  Cases  drawn  from 
nature;  will  be  complete  in  the  topics  it  embraces;  and  will  be  published  in  the 
following  order: 


Case  of  Amputation  of  the  Entire  Lower  Jaw.  Remarks  on  Amputation  of 
the  Lower  Jaw.  Elephantiasis  Arabum  successfully  treated  by  Ligature  of  the 
Femoral  Artery,  with  «ases. 


Case  of  Exsection  of  the  Entire  Ulna.  Remarks  on  Neuralgia,  with  Three 
Cases  successfully  treated  by  Exsection  of  the  Second  Branch  of  the  Fifth  Pair 
of  Nerves,  beyond  the  Ganglion  of  Meckel. 

Case  of  Restoration  of  the  Entire  Upper  Lij).  Eemarks  on ^  Pathology  of 
Congenital  Dislocations  of  the  Hip  Joint,  with  Illustrations. 

Case  of  Exsection  of  the  Entire  Radius.  Case  of  Exsection  of  the  Three 
Lower  Fourths  of  the  same  Bone.    Remarks  on  Osteo-aneurism,  with  a  Case. 


Case  of  Amputation  at  the  Shoulder  Joint  for  the  Removal  of  a  large  Osteo- 
fibro-Cancerous  Tumor  of  the  Humerus,  with  Remarks  on  Amputation  at  this 
Joint.    Case  of  Penetrating  Gun-shot  Wound  of  the  Heart. 

3Nro.   6. 

Case  of  Double  Congenital  Dislocation  of  the  Hip  Joint.  Remarks  on  Double 
Capital  Operations,  with  Cases.  Remarks  on  the  Comparative  Merits  of  the  Par- 
tial Amputations  of  the  Foot.    Remarks  on  Amputation  through  the  Ankle  Joint. 

TS-On       -Z. 

Successful  removal  of  a  large  Fibro-cartilaginous  Tumor,  growing  from  the 
Sixth  and  Seventh  Ribs,  over  the  Region  of  the  Heart.  Remarks  on  the  Treat- 
ment of  Varicose  Veins  of  the  Lower  Extremities,  with  Cases.  Remarks  on  the 
Creation  of  an  Artificial  Joint  upon  the  Lower  Jaw,  in  case  of  complete  Anchy- 
losis at  the  Temporo-maxillary  Articulation  of  One  Side. 

Remarks  on  the  Operation  of  Double  Complicated  Hare  Lip,  witii  Cases.  Re- 
marks on  the  Etiology  of  Congenital  Dislocations  of  the  Hip  Joint.  Remarks 
on  tlie  Bemoval  of  the  First  Dressings  after  Capital  AmpatatiQUB. 


(' 
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Case  of  Enejsted  Sangulneoas  Tumor  of  the  Neck  successfully  removed,  with 
Remarks  on  such  Formations.  Remarks  on  the  Purulent  Ophthalmia  of  large 
and  crowded  Institutions.  Case  of  Yesico-yaginal  Fistula  and  Stricture  of  the 
Vagina,  with  Formation  of  Two  Large  Urinary  Calculi  in  the  Vagina,  behind 
the  Stricture — Spontaneous  Cure  of  the  Fistula. 


Two  Cases  of  Amputation  at  the  Hip  Joint.  Remarks  on  the  Anatomy  of 
Femoral  Hernia.  Case  of  Epilepsy  treated  by  Tracheotomy,  and  wearing  of  a 
Tracheal  Tube,  with  Remarks.  Remarks  on  the  Restoration  of  the  Entire 
Lower  Lip,  with  Cases.  Cases  of  Amaurosis  treated  with  the  Pomade  de  Gron- 
dret  on  the  Sinciput. 

These  Numbers  are  in  course  of  preparation,  and  will  form  one  Complete 
Volume,  the  First  of  a  Series.    The  First  Number  will  appear  in  March,  1858. 
TERifS  OF  SuBSORiFTioN. — ^Each  Number,  75  cents,  to  be  paid  for  on  delivery. 

LINDSAY  &  BLAKISTON, 

Flilladelphia. 


SXmaiOAL  INSTRXTMZiNTS. 

H.  HERNSTEIir, 

MANUFAOIUBXR  OF  ASD  DSALBB  Dl 

SURGICAL  AND  DENTAL  INSTRUMENTS, 

NO.   893   BROADWAY, 

Between  White  and  Walker  streets,  NEW    TOBK, 

Respectfully  invites  the  attention  of  Surgeons,  Physicians  and  Dentists,  to  his 
extensive  stock  of  Surgical,  Dental  and  other  instruments,  at  his  store,  No.  398 
BrcMidway,  New  York,  which  is  constantly  being  replenished  and  added  to  from 
his  Steam  Factorj^,  Nos.  131  and  133  Mercer  Street,  in  this  city. 

Having  long  enjoyed  the  patronage  of  many  of  the  Surgeons  in  the  principal 
cities  of  Europe  and  the  United  States,  who  bear  testimony  to  the  quality  of  his 
Instruments,  and  the  style  of  their  finish;  and  having  supplied  many  of  the  emi- 
nent members  of  the  Faculty,  as  well  as  of  the  public  Hospitals  and  other  In- 
stitutions in  the  city  of  New  York  and  elsewhere;  he  also  refers  to  the  award 
by  the  Managers  of  the  late  Fair  of  the  American  Institute  of  their  Gold  Me- 
dalf  which  was  voted  to  H.  Hemstein  by  the  Premium  Committee  on  the  Re- 
port of  the  three  Judges,  viz  :  Dra,  Reese,  Camochan,  and  Gilmany  who  cer- 
tified to  the  superior  quality  of  the  Instruments  exhibited  by  him  at  the  recent 
Fair  of  the  Institute,  at  the  Crystal  Palace. 

Physicians  and  Medical  Students  are  particularly  invited  to  inspect  his  In- 
Btmments,  and  judge  of  their  superiority  by  comparison  or  otherwise. 

All  orders  promptly  attended  to  and  uie  article  warranted  at  moderate  prices. 
In  this  respect  he  shrinks  from  no  comparison,  when  the  quality  and  finish  of 
his  Instruments  are  appreciated. 

JB9^  Medicine  Chests  for  Families,  Ships,  or  Plantations,  always  on  hand,  of 
gaperior  quality  and  of  every  size  desired. 
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TO    THE    ]flEDI€AIi    PROFESSION. 

^'Ferruginous  Preparations." 

Would  call  the  attention  of  Physicians  and  Druggists  to  their  large  assortment 
of  Ferruginous  Preparations,  protected  by  a  covering  of  sugar,  so  as  to  warrant 
their  keeping  for  any  length  of  time.  These  Sugar  Coated  Pills  or  Drag^es,  pre- 
pared by  Messrs.  Garnier,  Lamouroux  &  Cie.,  of  Paris,  are  warranted  to  contain 
the  exact  proportions,  and  prepared  from  the  very  purest  articles;  the  folloW' 
in^  are  a  few  of  those  we  can  furnish  in  any  quaritites  at  the  lowest  wholesale 
pnce,  viz:  Iodide  Lactate,  Hydrogen  reduced,  Manganese  and  Iron,  ValleVs 
Citrate  and  Tartrate  of  Iron,  also  Q^inine  Pills.  1  gr.  each;  all  the  combina- 
tions of  Extract  of  Copaiba,  Cubebs  and  Iron,  Assafatida  Pills;  all  the  alka- 
loids in  granules  of  one  fiftieth  (1-50)  of  a  grain,  Opium  Fills,  1  gr.  each;  and 
other  U.  S.  Pharm.  Pills. 

PHYSICIANS'  PRESCRIPTIONS 

will  be  put  up  with  the  above  Drag^es  or  Sugar  Coated  Pills  only  when  pre- 
scribed; thus  for  abreviation  S.  C.  at  the  end  of  the  pill  prescribed,  or  the  full 
word  Drag^es  of  Iodide  Iron,  &c.,  &c,,  &c.  We  have  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Faculty  correct  lists,  with  proportion  of  active  ingredients  in  eacn  Dragee  or 
PUl.  By  Addressing, 

DELLUC  &  C0t9  Dfepensing  ipotheeariesi 

635  B&OADD^AT,  and 

250  Fonrtb  Avenva. 

P.  S.    Messrs.  H.  G.  Blair  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  will  take  pleasure  in  show- 
ing the  specimens  to  the  physicians  of  that  city. 


TO   THE    MEDICAL   PROFESSION. 


Tha  nnd«nigned  respeetfully  informs  his  Medical  brethren  that  ha  has  retaken  the  Store 

XTo.  809  B&OADD^AT, 

Fonnerl/  occupied  by  George  D.  Coggeahall.  and  that  he  will  there  carry  on  the  biuiness  of  an 

Apothecary,  in  connection  with  his  old  establishment, 

No.  6  BOWERY, 

Bopinc  that,  with  competent  assistants  and  strict  attention,  he  will  merit  and  receiye  a  oontinu- 
anoe^  the  favors  he  has  hitherto  enjoyed.  ^^^    ^    j.       ,.j.         ^ 

'  wf  iP^The  profession  may  place  implicit  confidence  in  every  article  being  of  the  best  qnauty,  an€ 
Mourately  dispensed. 

u  inwi.^  new  preparations  made  or  procured  at  short  notice.  *..!.** 

||gtf|The  undersigned  will  also  endeavor  to  keep  a  supply  of  firesh  Yaeeine  virus  for  the  benelli 
oftnT profession,  on  the  nsuiJ  conditions. 

6  BOWERT,  near  Chatham  Square,  and 
fMnMtfy,  186t.  809  BROADWAY,  B«ar  Ufh  St.,  N.  T. 
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Case  of  Eneysted  Sangaineous  Tumor  of  the  Neck  successfully  removed,  with 
Remarks  on  such  Formations.  Remarks  on  the  Purulent  Ophthalmia  of  large 
and  crowded  Institutions.  Case  of  Yesico-vaginal  Fistula  and  Stricture  of  the 
Vagina,  with  Formation  of  Two  Large  Urinary  Calculi  in  the  Vagina,  behind 
the  Stricture — Spontaneous  Cure  of  the  Fistula. 


Two  Cases  of  Amputation  at  the  Hip  Joint.  Remarks  on  the  Anatomy  of 
Femoral  Hernia.  Case  of  Epilepsy  treated  by  Tracheotomy,  and  wearing  of  a 
Tracheal  Tube,  with  Remarks.  Remarks  on  the  Restoration  of  the  Entire 
Lower  Lip,  with  Cases.  Cases  of  Amaurosis  treated  with  the  Pomade  de  Gon- 
dret  on  the  Sinciput. 

These  Numbers  are  in  course  of  preparation,  and  will  form  one  Complete 
Volume,  the  First  of  a  Series.    The  First  Number  will  appear  in  March,  1858. 
TERifs  OF  Subscription. — Each  Number,  75  cents,  to  be  paid  for  on  delivery. 

LINDSAY  &  BLAKISTON, 

Flilladelphla* 


SXmaiOAL  INSTRXTMZiNTS. 

H.  H£RNSTEIIf, 

MANUFAOIUBXR  OF  AND  DSALBB  Dl 

SURGICAL  AND  DENTAL  INSTRUMENTS, 

NO.   893   BROADWAY, 

Between  White  and  Walker  streets,  NEW    TOBK, 

Respectfully  invites  the  attention  of  Surgeons,  Physicians  and  Dentists,  to  his 
extensive  stock  of  Surgical,  Dental  and  other  instruments,  at  his  store,  No.  398 
Broadway,  New  York,  which  is  constantly  being  replenished  and  added  to  from 
his  Steam  Factorj^,  Nos.  131  and  133  Mercer  Street,  in  this  city. 

Having  long  enjoyed  the  patronage  of  many  of  the  Surgeons  in  the  principal 
cities  of  Europe  and  the  United  States,  who  bear  testimony  to  the  qualitv  of  his 
InslTaments,  and  the  style  of  their  finish;  and  having  supplied  many  of  the  emi- 
nent members  of  the  Faculty,  as  well  as  of  the  public  Hospitals  and  other  In- 
stitutions in  tiie  city  of  New  York  and  elsewhere;  he  also  refers  to  the  award 
by  the  Managers  of  the  late  Fair  of  the  American  Institute  of  their  Gold  Me- 
d€tlf  which  was  voted  to  B,  Bernstein  by  the  Premium  Committee  on  the  Re- 
port of  the  three  Judges,  viz  :  Drs.  Reese,  Camoehan,  and  Gilmanf  who  cer- 
tified to  the  superior  quality  of  the  Instruments  exhibited  by  him  at  the  recent 
Fair  of  the  Institute,  at  the  Crystal  Palace. 

Physicians  and  Medical  Students  are  particularly  invited  to  inspect  his  In- 
Btmments,  and  judge  of  their  superiority  by  comparison  or  otherwise. 

All  orders  promptly  attended  to  and  uie  article  warranted  at  moderate  prices. 
In  this  respect  he  shrinks  from  no  comparison,  when  the  quality  and  finish  of 
his  Instruments  are  appreciated. 

jsa^  Medicine  Chests  for  FamilieSy  Ships,  or  Plantations,  always  on  hand,  of 
gaperior  quality  and  of  every  size  desired. 
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TO    THE    IflEDICAIi    PROFESSION. 

'' Ferruginous  Preparations." 


Would  call  the  attention  of  Physicians  and  Druggists  to  their  large  assortment 
of  Ferruginous  Preparations,  protected  by  a  covering  of  sugar,  so  as  to  warrant 
their  keeping  for  any  length  of  time.  These  Sugar  Coated  Pills  or  Drag^es,  pre- 
pared by  Messrs.  Gamier,  Lamouroux  &  Cie.,  of  Paris,  are  warranted  to  contain 
the  exact  proportions^  and  prepared  from  the  very  purest  articles;  the  follow- 
ing are  a  few  of  those  we  can  furnish  in  any  guaritites  at  the  lowest  wholesale 
pnce,  viz:  Iodide  Lactate,  Hydrogen  reduced.  Manganese  and  Iron,  ValleVs 
Citrate  and  Tartrate  of  Iron,  also  Quinine  Pills,  1  gr.  each;  all  the  combina- 
tions of  Extract  of  Copaiba,  Cubebs  and  Iron,  Assafatida  Pills;  all  the  alka- 
loids in  granules  of  one  fiftieth  (1-50)  of  a  grain.  Opium  PiUs,  1  gr.  each;  and 
other  U.  S.  Pharm.  Pills. 

PHYSICIANS'  PRESCRIPTIONS 

will  be  put  up  with  the  above  Drag^es  or  Sugar  Coated  Pills  only  when  pre- 
scribed; thus  for  abreviation  S.  C.  at  the  end  of  the  pill  prescribed,  or  the  full 
word  Drag^es  of  Iodide  Iron,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.  We  have  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Faculty  correct  lists,  with  proportion  of  active  ingredients  in  eacn  Dragee  or 
Fill.  By  Addressing, 

DELLUC  &  C0t9  Dtepensing  ipotheeariesi 

635  BROADUTAT,  and 

250  Fonrtb  Avenna. 

P.  S.    Messrs.  H.  G.  Blair  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  will  take  pleasure  in  show- 
ing the  specimens  to  the  physicians  of  that  city. 


TO   THE    MEDICAL   PROFESSION. 


The  nnderaigned  respeetfully  informs  his  Medical  brethren  that  ha  has  retaken  the  StoM 

XTo.  809  B&OADUrAT, 

Formerl/  occupied  by  George  D.  Coggeshall^  and  that  he  will  there  carry  on  the  business  of  an 

Apothecary,  in  connection  with  hia  old  establishment, 

No.  6  BOWERY, 

Hoping  that,  with  competent  assistants  and  strict  attention,  he  will  merit  and  receiye  a  oontinE- 
anoe  of  the  favors  he  has  hitherto  enjoyed.  x       t.^         ^ 

■  ''iPThe  profession  may  place  implicit  confidence  in  every  article  being  of  the  best  quality,  aac 
accurately  dispensed. 

'"•''^^'■•All  new  preparations  made  or  procured  at  short  notice. 

y^imThe  undersigned  will  also  endeavor  to  keep  a  supply  of  fresh  Yaceine  Virus  for  the  beneftv 
of  the  profession,  on  the  ususJ  conditions. 

ff^jBT.  jr.  oLLirrE^ 

6  BOWBBT,  near  Chatham  Sqnaxt,  aad 
F^braary,  186t.  809  BB0A9WAT,  wmt  Uth  St,  N.  T. 
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OFFICES    OF 

almez^s  Patent  Leg  and  Meohanioal  Snrgery, 

Wo.  378  Broadway^  W.  Y., 
Sn  OhaBBQt  ftti,  VUUk,  4l  19  Oreem  K.,  Boston. 

A   CARD. 

T  tiie  mgent  request  of  the  principal  SHrgecniB,  physicians,  and  oar 
_  .  nnmeroas  patrons  in  Boston,  and  yarioos  parts  of  tne  coontry,  we  have 

leloctantlY  been  indaced  to  relinqaish  the  mana&ctare  of  Artificial  Legs  M  Springfield, 
ICas&y  and  to  open  an  office  and  manufactory  at  19  Green  Street,  Bost^i,  Mass.  We 
have  now  three  institutions,  to  wit :— at  New  Yobk,  Boston,  and  Philadelphia,  ex- 
dnsively  devoted  to  this  branch  of  Surgical  art;  where  we  can  favor  City,  Hospital, 
and  Oonntiy  Patients,  of  every  class  and  condition,  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  wltn  the 
most  pleasing  success,  with  artificial  limbs  that  are  perfectly  natural  in  their  anpeax- 
awe,  easy  and  eminently  serviceable  in  their  operaUons;  that  disguise  most  perfectly 
the  natural  loss,  and  are  truly  economical.  Ifr.  Palmer's  Artificial  Leg  is  without  an 
important  rival,  either  in  Europe  or  America,  and  is  worn  by  nearly  three  thousand 
persons  with  astonishing  success,  upward  of  five  hundred  of  whom  are  ladles;  and  toe 
nave  thirty  indiffidutUa  each  walking  upon  two  Artificial  Legs, 

In  the  prosecution  of  our  enterprise  we  have  associated  with  us  an  experienced  phy- 
sician  and  surgeon,  who  considers  well  and  discreetly  the  anatomical  features,  the 
t^ysiological  and  pathological  condition  of  the  mutilated  member  so  attentivelv,  that 
both  surgeons  and  their  patients  may  repose  the  utmort  confidence  in  our  abihty  and 
care  to  treat  sucoessAilly  and  satisfactorily  the  worst  forms  and  conditions  of  mnnlated 
Umbs. 

We  have  thus  far  been  able  to  keep  pace  with  every  improvement  and  humanitary 
eflfort  of  the  operating  surgeon  to  save  every  portion  of  limb  that  is  possible,  in  con- 
Btmcting  the  most  useftal  and  beautiful  appliance  for  the  parts  made  by  Cbopart's  oper- 
ation at  the  Foot;  by  Symes'  operation  at  the  Ankle  and  Knee  Joints;  and  for  every 
portion  of  limb,  of  the  Leg,  or  Thigh. 

In  this  respect,  as  well  as  in  the  peculiar  and  beautiful  mechanism  of  this  limb,  our 
mutilated  patients  are  most  signally  favored  in  the  enioyment  of  the  superior  benefits 
which  science  and  art  afford,  aDd  which  have  not,  hitherto,  been  associated  in  the 
practice  of  this  branch  of  Surgery.  Until  recently,  and  in  connection  with  this  inven- 
tion, the  patient,  after  submitting  to  a  most  painful  and  humiliating  mutilation,  has 
been  committed  to  the  care  and  operations  of  some  common  artisan— who,  being  en- 
tirely ignorant  of  tiie  anatomy  and  pathology  of  the  amputated  limb— as  also  of  the 
demands  of  nature,  and  alike  regardless  of  the  wounded  spirit  of  his  patron,  has  pro- 
ceeded to  add  misfortune  to  misfortune,  and  heap  humiliation  upon  humiliation ! 

The  science  and  art  which  have  distinguished  our  operations,  and  given  them  a  tri- 
umphant and  happy  success,  we  are  pleased  to  know,  have  been  generously  appreciated 
and  accredited  by  the  most  prominent  surgeons  in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  our 
numerous  patrons,  and  the  intelligent  co^imunity  in  general.    In  Erichsen's  new  and 

aular  work  on  Operative  Sdrgery  (London),  this  liihb  has  been  honorably  noticed  as 
)ws,  to  wit :— *'  The  most  perfect  of  all  the  Artificial  Legs  we  now  possess,  is  the 
one  invented  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer.  This  invention  received  the  Prize  Medal  at  the 
World's  Exhibition  of  I85I.  It  merits  the  entire  confidence  of  the  Surgeon.''  In 
Yelpeau's  distinguished  work  on  SuKery,  with  notes  and  observations  by  Yalentinb 
MoTT,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery,  and  additions  by  Georob  C  Blackman,  M.D.,  Prof,  of 
Surgery,  is  the  following  extract,  to  wit :— ''  The  Artificial  Leg  of  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer  haa 
won  the  admiration  of  the  most  prominent  surgeons  in  Great  Britain,  France,  and  this 
country.  This  certainly  is  one  of  the  greatest  triumphs  of  American  ingenuity.'' 
These  limbs  are  very  durable,  yet  light,  the  average  weight  being  four  poun&.  They 
are  applied  to  the  tendeiest  and  shortest  stumps  with  entire  success.  The  leg  is  finely 
ventilated.  In  this  country,  it  has  been  exhibited  thirty-five  times,  and  in  every  in- 
stance received  the  award  of  the  highest  or  first  premium.  The  patient  is  enabled  to 
walk  immediately  upon  its  application,  with  remarkable  ease,  comfort,  and  naturaloess.^ 
Pamphlets,  containing  valuable  information  and  numerous  authorized  references^ 
will  be  sent  gnUis  to  all  who  apply  to  Palmer  &  Co. 
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Bulge's  Apparatus  for  Fractured  TMgli 

Ifl  rtgpectfnll;  snbmitted  to  the  eismin&tlan  ind  oritlclsm  or  tbe  prDf«aalon.  It  !■  a 
lat«  invention,  wbicb  hsa  elicited  very  f&Torable  commeut,  as  ta,r  as  it  is  knomi.  It 
has  been  Iborongbly  t«Bted  in  sctOBl  practice,  and  bss  prodaeed  the  most  gratiQing 
resDlts.  It  i«  remarkablj  simple  in  Its  ennstrnction,  ea^ly  applied,  comfortable  to  the 
patient,  adapted  to  fracture  of  either  limb  and  to  patieats  of  an;  size.  It  1b  free  from 
all  tbe  ottjectionB  to  which  tbe  ordinary  straight  splint  is  liable,  and  posMssea  other 
nev  featurea  of  great  practical  ntility.  By  It  the  caunter-eitendins  piesBure  is  cod- 
flned  to  the  nates  and  tuberoaitlea  of  the  iachia,  and  does  not  at  all  impinge  npon  the 
front  of  tbe  groin,  by  which  means  one  of  tbe  moat  freqoeat  Bonrces  of  aoitoyaDce  and 
danger  la  obviated.  No  put  of  the  body  Is  conBned  eicept  the  injured  limb  and  that 
to  which  it  is  immedialely  articnlated,  Tiz.,  tbe  pelTis;  thos  tiie  chest  ia  left  entirdy 
nnrestrained,  and  nmch  freedom  of  motion  granted  to  the  whole  opper  part  of  tbe 
body,  which  tends  greatly  to  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  patient. 

The  pelvis  Is  eo  secnred  as  not  to  be  liable  to  lateral  motion  or  to  sink  in  the  iKd. 

FrOTislon  la  also  made  for  facility  of  defecation,  thus  ensuring  the  greatest  poaalUe 
cleanlinesB,  and  prevenlin"  the  necessity  of  disturbing  tbe  patient  when  his  bowels  Are 
moved.  Until  tbe  1st  of  Hay,  lS£<j,  numbers  of  the  profesdon  ma;  obtain  this  appa- 
ratus complete  In  all  Its  parts  and  nicely  packed,  by  sending  thirty  dollarH  by  mall  ol 
express  to  the  address  of  J.  H.  Hobart  Burgo,  U.D.,  or  William  J.  Barge,  UJ).,  SO  Coort 
Street,  Brooklyn,  }{.  T.,  expense  of  transportation  to  be  defrayed  by  the  purchaser. 
After  Uie  above  mentioned  dale  none  will  be  foralshed  leas  than  thirty-five  dollars,  be- 
canse  of  improvements  which  have  been  mads  since  the  price  was  originally  anooiiDced. 

For  further  particulars  see  Transactians  American  Medical  Association,  Tol.  X,  and 
New  York  Journal  of  Uedlcine,  Hay,  ISST,  or  address  as  above. 


NOTICE. 

The  Hubscriber  having  removed  from  399  Broadna;,  comer  of  Walker  Street, 
ftll  ordere,  in  fntuie,  for  his  Preparations,  are  to  be  addressed  to 

THOMAS  T.  GREEN, 

Apothboirt, 
S62  Broadwfty,  oonra  of  I'iUi  MrNt, 
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PHARMACEUTIC    PILLS   AND    GRANULES. 

(SUQAR     COATED.) 

These  preparations  are  designed  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  trade  and  profession  in  supplying 
articles  of  daily  use  accurately  prepared  from  pure  materials.  Such  as  aie  prepared  according  to 
the  U.  S.  Pharmacopia  are  marked  ^'U.S.P.;"  in  other  cases,  the  exact  proportion  of  active  prin- 
ciple is  statol.    The  general  divisions  have  been  adapted  to  the  standard  rules  of  prescription. 

TIliDSnr  dL  CO.,  98  John  Street,  XT.  T. 
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Atropine, 

Dig^taline, 

Morphine, 

Strychnine, 

Codeine — 

Conitine, 

Extract  of  ipecac, 

Extract  of  opium, 

Eermes, 

Proto-iodide  of  merenry. 

Opium, 

Tartar  emetic, 

Veratrin, 

Ext.  Aconite— Oiie-/our<%  <fa  Ora4$i, 
*'    Belladonna,  do 

«    Conium,  do 

**  Yeratrum  viride,        do 

Iriflin—  One-ha^fpfa  Orain. 

Phytolacein, 

Podophyllin, 

Sanguinaria, 

Santonin, 

Ext.  Aconite, 

Bdladonna, 

Cannabis  indiea, 

Colohicnm, 

Conium, 

Digitalis, 

Hyoscyamufl, 

I^iatia  amara, 

&nguinaria. 

Stramonium, 

Yeratnim  viride, 
Apo^jmin — 
Aidepin, 
Cimicifngin, 
Geranin, 

Hydrastin  (neutral). 
Hydiaatine  (alkaloid), 
IiLdn. 
Jalapin, 
Lactate  of  iron, 
Leptandrin, 
Fopulin, 

Proto-iodide  of  iron, 
Sanguinarin. 
Qnevenne's  iron,  (reduced 

by  hydrogen), 
Salacin, 
Scutelarin, 
StiUingin, 

flolphato  of  quinine. 
Yalerianate  of  quinme, 
Xanthoxylin, 
Ext.  Aconite, 

Apocynnm  Gannab, 

Conium. 

Cannalm>  Indiea, 

Hyoecyamns, 

Hellebore,  (made) 

Iris,  (Blue  flag) 

Jalap, 

Phytolacca, 

QuajMia, 

Savin, 

Saogidnaria, 

SInu&oni 
Calcined 


4( 

u 
<t 
II 
(( 
« 
i( 
t( 
f( 

4< 
it 
tt 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
OneChrcdn, 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Citrate  at  iron, 

Comine, 

Iodide  of  potassium. 

Magnesia  and  rhubarb, 

(one  grain  each). 
Opium  and  aoetete  of 

lead  (one  grain  each), 
Snecin, 

Sub-nimtte  of  bismuth. 
Tartrate  of  potassa  and 

iron. 
Washed  sulphur. 
Willow  charcoal, 
Ext.  Apocynum, 


(I 


« 
(i 


t( 
it 


t( 


ti 


(( 


Anthemis, 

Asclepias  Incar, 

Blacliberry, 

Comus  Florida, 

(Smicifuga, 

Columbo, 

Cypripedium, 

Cubebs, 

Dulcamara, 

Eupatorium, 

Gentian, 
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Poppy,  do 

QuncvMy  (WhUe  Oak)  do 
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Rue,  do 

Spirea,  (Hdrdhadc)  do 

Senna  Alex,  do 

Uva  Ursi,  do 

.t    Valerian,  (EngliMk)  do 

Blue  pOl— 3W»-ond-ofie-kalf  ONdjbie  Orailm, 
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Ckrbonate  of  Iron,  (Yallett's  formula)  do 
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Aloee  and  myrrh  (U.S.P.) 
Aloetic  (U.S.P.) 
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Aloes  and  iron  (U.S.P.) 
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DEFERRED    ARTICLES. 

Fifteenth  Aimual  Report  of  the  Manageni  of  the  State 

Lunatic  Aayltun.    1858. 

From  this  highly  interesting  and  satisfactory  document  our  limits 
only  allow  of  brief  extracts. 

GENERAL    STATISTICS. 

The  usual  statistical  table  shows  that  4wo  hundred  and  thirty-five 
patients  have  been  received  during  the  year;  that  the  whole  number 
who  have  been  under  treatment  is  six  hundred  and  ninety-six;  that 
ninety-five  have  been  discharged  "recovered;"  twenty-five  discharged 
**  improved;"  eighty-three  "  unimproved ;"  and  ten  *'not  insane  fund  that 
thirty-two  have  died,  leaving  four  hundred  and  fifty-one  patients  in  the 
asylum  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

It  appears  also,  by  another  table,  that  five  thousand  and  sixty-five 
patients  have  been  received  since  the  opening  of  the  asylum  on  the 
16th  of  January,  1843;  that  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  fourteen 
have  been  discharged,  of  which  number  two  thousand  one  hundred 
1  and  twelve  had  recovered,  seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight  were  im- 
proved, and  one  thousand  and  ninety-five  were  unimproved  ;  that 
thirty-four  were  not  insane,  and  that  six  hundred  and  five  have  died.* 

After  an  extended  notice  of  the  calamitous  conflagrations  of  the 

last  year,  which  destroyed  the  great  central  building,  and  inflicted 

■•^  rious  damages  upon  other  portions  of  the  edifice  and  property  of  the 

institution,  and  a  merited  tribute  to  the  almost  superhuman  exertions 

^    '       of  the  Superintendent  and  his  assistants,  in  the  preservation  of  the 
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property,  and  their  saccessfnl  efforts  in  protecting  all  the  inmates  from 
harm ;  and  a  report  of  the  progress  made  in  rebuilding,  and  mean- 
while continuing  their  beneficent  work;  the  report  concludes  with  a 
becoming  reference  to  the  loss  of  the  board,  in  the  death  of  the  Hon. 
Joshua  A.  Spencer,  one  of  their  number. 

The  Superintendent's  Report  abcompanies  that  of  the  Managers, 
and  is  highly  creditable  to  Dr.  Gray,  in  all  respects.  The  number  of 
cases  found  "not  insane,''  and  detected  as  "feigning  insanity,"  is  a 
noteworthy  feature  of  this  report;  and  though  no  "  moral  insanity"  m 
admitted  or  alleged,  yet  it  seems  that  two  who  were  not  insane  had 
€yaded  trial  and  punishment,  by  successfully  pleading  insanity  before 
the  courts. 

During  the  last  year,  10  of  the  patients  committed  were  found  "  fiot 
insane."  And  within  8  years  passed,  14  cases  of  feigned  insanity  have 
been  detected,  "seven  of  whom  were  notorious  housebreakers,  and 
after  ayoiding  punishment,  by  feigning  insanity,  and  deceiving  doctors 
and  courts,  escaped  irom  the  Asylum  in  a  few  days  after  reception. 

The  cases  of  feigned  insanity  are  thus  reported,  viz: 

1  had  been  conyicted  of  stabbing. 
6  "  "  burglary. 

8  "  "  grand  larceny. 

Within  the  last  fifteen  years,  at  least  two  known  to  have  committed 
murder  have  thus  escaped  conviction,  by  feigning  insanity,  and  two 
others  after  committing  arson. 

Mania  was  simulated  in  3  cases,  and  dementia  in  eleven — an  adroit 
rc^e  being  adequate  to  either. 

Of  eighteen  cases  committed  to  the  institution  on  criminal  orders, 
and  found  not  to  he  insane,  the  following  were  the  crimes,  viz: 

• 

Murder 3 

Attempt  at  Rape 1 

Assault,  with  intent  to  Kill 1 

Forgery! 3  1 

Incendiarism 3 

Grand  Larceny 6 

Bigamy 1 

We  only  regret  that  we  have  to  abbreviate  our  notice  of  this  sug- 
gestive and  valuable  document,  and  must  omit  the  important  tabular 
classifications,  with  which  the  report  abounds,  and  can  only  find  room 
for  its  practical  testimony  in  relation  to  the  warming  and  ventilating 
apparatus,  which  has  proved  itself  so  nsefoL 

'' The  steam  pqpii«  ia  tte  livMit  d^aib^ 
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'  experience  proves  can  be  ased  for  the  extiDguishment  of  fire  in  the 
wards  with  wonderful  effect;  simply  by  discounecting  the  coils  from 
the  mains,  the  latter  poar  their  stream  directly  into  the  chambers, 
whence  it  passes  np  the  air  flues  into  the  wards,  filling  them  in  a  few 
moments.  In  addition  to  our  present  arrangements  and  those  su^ 
gested  above,  we  are  now  engaged  in  carrying  up  from  each  chamber 
a  pipe,  one  and  a  quarter  inches  in  diameter,  directly  from  the  main  in 
the  basement  to  the  attics.  This  arrangement  will  enable  the  engi- 
neer, at  a  moment's  warning,  by  means  of  a  valve  in  the  chamber,  to 
throw  a  volume  of  steam  from  any  one  or  all  of  twelve  upright  pipes, 
into  the  attic. 

"  lu  former  reports  we  have  referred  at  some  length  to  the  important 
sanitary  influence  of  the  apparatus  for  warming  and  ventilating  the 
institution,  which  has  now  been  in  operation  nearly  five  years.  By 
means  of  the  fan  introduced  into  the  female  department  in  1853,  we  are 
enabled  to  insure  to  that  division  a  large  and  continuous  supply  of 
fresh  air,  over  the  quantity  and  temperature  of  which  we  have  perfect 
control.  During  the  past  year  this  fan  has  been  in  constant  motion, 
night  and  day,  and  the  manifest  improvement  in  the  health  of  the 
patients  in  that  department,  and  the  continued  and  uniform  decrease 
in  the  rate  of  mortality,  as  compared  with  the  male  division,  must  be 
in  some  measure  attributed  to  the  effects  of  its  operation. 

**  The  steam  coils  for  warming  the  department  are  all  in  their  place, 
the  inlet  and  outlet  flues,  the  distributing  chambers,  and  foul  air  ducts 
are  constructed,  and  all  that  remains  to  be  done  to  secure  the  same  ad- 
vantages in  this  division  is  the  erection  of  another  fan.  This  contem- 
plated improvement,  it  is  earnestly  hoped,  will  be  carried  into  effect 
some  time  during  the  coming  year. 

"  The  experience  of  another  year  serves  to  confirm  the  opinion  here- 
tofore expressed,  that  the  only  apparatus  adapted  to  the  wants  of  an 
institution  like  this,  is  one  which  unites  the  operations  of  warming 
and  ventilation,  and  which  effects  the  expulsion  of  foul  air  as  rapidly 
as  may  be  desired,  and  to  the  same  extent  and  simultaneously  with 
the  admission  of  fresh  air.  The  perfect,  free,  and  equable  distribu- 
tion of  fresh  air,  warm  or  cold,  under  any  circumstances,  and  in  all 
seasons,  is  absolutely  essential  to  any  large  hospital,  and  we  are  con- 
vinced can  be  secured  in  no  other  way. 

"  The  confident  expectations  of  its  projectors  in  regard  to  the  quiet 
and  efficient  working  of  a  fan  in  carrying  into  such  a  pile  of  buildings, 
through  such  devious  channels,  and  over  such  an  extent  of  surface,  so 


388  THE    AMEBICAN 

large  a  body  of  sir,  have  been  as  fully  realized  as  have  been  the  ad- 
Tantages  which  were  expected  in  reference  to  the  health  and  comfort 
of  the  household.  The  wisdom  of  the  Board  of  Managers  in  deter- 
mining npon  the  int^odaction  of  oar  present  system  of  warming  and 
yentilation,  and  in  carrying  it  into  operation  against  many  obstacles 
and  under  great  difficulties,  is  shown  not  only  by  our  own  happy  ex- 
perience in  its  use,  bat  also  in  the  fact  that  it  has  since  been  adopted 
ID  several  other  institntions.  Similar  fans  are  now  in  operation  in  the 
asjlams  for  the  insane  at  Raleigh,  N.  C,  Nashyille,  Tenn.,  Worcester 
and  Tannton,  Mass.,  Providence,  R.  I.,  in  the  Academy  of  Music  in 
Philadelphia,  in  the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  St. 
Lake's  Hospital,  in  New  York  City,  in  the  U.  S.  Naval  Hospital  at 
Brooklyn,  and  five  in  the  public  buildings  in  the  City  of  Washington. 
Since  the  construction  of  the  fan  in  our  female  department,  (the  first, 
as  far  as  we  are  aware,  used  for  the  ventilation  of  a  hospital,)  Mr. 
Nason  has  entered  still  more  fully  into  the  study  of  the  subject,  and  in 
the  form  of  some  of  the  later  ones  thinks  that  he  has  made  important 
improvements.  Though  the  present  fan  is  noiseless  in  its  action,  is  run 
at  a  very  moderate  cost,  and  thoroughly  ventilates  the  part  of  the 
building  to  which  it  is  applied,  still  it  would  be^  well  to  ascertain 
whether  the  advantages  claimed  for  the  new  form  of  fan,  (several  of 
which  are  now  used  in  other  asylums,  and  another  nearly  ready  for 
operation  in  the  new  Hall  of  Representatives  at  Washington,)  are 
rei^Ily  possessed  by  it. 

**  Experience  has  shown  that  we  require  thirty  thousand  cubic  feet  of 
air  per  minute  in  the  winter,  and  from  forty  to  fifty  thousand  per 
minute  the  remainder  of  the  year.  As  we  know  the  quantity  of  air 
delivered  at  each  revolution,  and  can  register,  by  means  of  an  instru- 
ment designed  for  the  purpose,  the  number  of  revolutions,  we  are 
assured  of  the  entire  accuracy  of  our  computations.  This  amount 
may  seem  large  for  the  use  of  only  about  two  hundred  and  sixty  per- 
sons, but  it  is  found  to  be  no  more  than  sufficient  for  the  complete  and 
constant  renewal  of  the  atmosphere  requisite  for  their  health  and 
comfort.  Indeed,  during  the  warmer  days  and  nights  of  summer, 
we  have  thought  it  advisable  to  increase  even  this  quantity.  In  the 
operation  of  such  a  machine,  the  expense  of  a  few  thousand  additional 
feet  of  air  per  minute  is  very  trifling. 

"We  have  thus  again  introduced  this  subject,  not  only  on  account  of 
its  value  to  the  public,  but  because  of  the  too  general  ignorance  of 
the  value  of  pure  air,  both  to  the  sick  and  the  well,  and  of  the  ease 
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with  which  it  can  be  supplied  to  all  baildings  occupied  by  large  num- 
bers of  persoDs.  We  trust  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  i\m 
system  of  ventilation  will  be  introduced,  not  only  into  all  hosfHtals 
wherein  the  sick  are  treated,  but  also  into  all  our  public  schools  and 
seminaries,  where  the  laws  of  health,  above  all  other. places,  should  be 
carefully  regarded,  but  where  they  are  almost  universally  set  at  defi- 
ance. It  is  sad,  indeed,  to  see  institutions  erected  for  the  education  of 
children,  without  any  means  for  the  supply  of  pure  air,  but  in  which 
persons  of  tender  years  are  compelled  to  breathe  and  rebreathe, 
again  and  again,  tod  highly  rarified  air,  from  furnaces,  introduced 
through  apertures,  often  of  an  area  much  less  than  that  of  the  mouths 
to  be  supplied.  It  is  not  astonishing  that,  under  such  circumstances, 
school-days,  instead  of  being  a  period  of  physical  growth  and  mental 
development  and  joyousness  of  spirit,  is  one  of  toil,  and  of  mental  and 
physical  lassitude;  and  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  unnatural  a»d  un- 
necessary headaches  and  nervousness  of  children  should  in  after-^years 
develop  not  only  general  ill-health,  but  insanity  and  its  kindred  nerv- 
ous diseases.  I  was  once  asked  by  one  of  the  State  Superintendents 
of  public  instruction  how  this  fact  was  to  be  accounted  for.  '  Many 
boys  and  girls,'  said  he,  '  enter  the  school  at  twelve  or  fourteen,  and 
are  full  of  promise,  but  in  a  year  or  two  are  found  to  be  poor  iKsholars, 
begin  to  indulge  in  bad  temper  and  vicious  habits,  and  before  they  get 
through  are  either  broken  down  in  health,  or  so  miserably  developed 
in  intellect  that  they  cannot  become  even  intelligent  tradesmen.' 

"This  is  doubtless  due  in  part  to  a  system  of  education  which  imposes 
a  multiplicity  of  studies,  and  a  number  of  hours  of  study  beyond  the 
mental  and  physical  capacity  of  the  great  majority  of  children,  and 
which  fails  to  recognize,  or  at  least  practically  secure,  that  recreation 
absolutely  essential  to  a  healthful  growth  of  mind  and  body;  but  also 
in  part  to  the  depressing  infinence  on  the  brain  and  nervous  system, 
for  many  hours  of  each  day,  of  an  atmosphere  poisonous  by  reason  of 
the  abstraction  of  its  oxygen  and  the  presence  of  carbonic  acid  gas." 

We  reluctantly  dismiss,  this  report,  with  this  useful  extract,  and  ad- 
vise our  readers  to  procure  copies  of  the  document  for  perusal  and 
preservation.  It  contains  a  beautiful  engraving  of  the  new  buildings 
and  premises.  ^^ 

— ^ y 

Feast  on  the  First  of  April — ^The  patrons  of  Homoeopathy  x^Jq  Lqh. 
don  and  vicinity,  including  several  noblemen  of  rank,  dined  together 
at  the  Goose  and  Gridiron,  on  All-Fool's  Day. — Punch,  Ai  p^Q  lo. 
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that  he  would  try  another  means.  It  was  to  incise  the  perineam. 
This  he  did  by  introducing  a  guarded  bistoury  at  the  margin  of  the 
extended  yulva,  and  performing  an  incision  in  the  perineum  in  a  diag- 
onal direction,  sufl&cient  in  length  to  procure  the  desired  opening;  the- 
opening  was  hardly  completed,  when,  with  strong  expulsive  pains,  the 
child's  head  made  its  appearance  externally,  and  was  soon  followed  by 
the  shoulders  and  the  rest  of  the  body.  He  thought  this  result  very 
encouraging;  and  although  not  aware  that  this  operation  had  been 
performed  before,  he  would  certainly  have  recourse  to  it  again  under 
the  same  circumstances,  and  would  recommend  it  to  others. 

He  would  further  remark,  that  the  child  was  born  alive,  and  that 
the  patient  recovered  without  any  untoward  symptom. 

Dr.  Fallen  said,  that  in  his  opinion.  Dr.  McPheeters,  under  the 
above  circumstances,  had  adopted  a  most  judicious  course  of  conduct. 
Not  only  was  the  operation  warrantable,  but  it  had  been  recommended 
by  the  highest  authorities,  such  as  Dr.  Blundell.  He  had  himself 
taught  this  procedure  and  applied  it  in  similar  cases  for  many  years. 
Lacerations  of  the  perineum  were,  said  he,  very  much  to  be  deplored, 
and  should  be  prevented  with  the  utmost  care.  This  laceration  may 
extend  sometimes  very  far,  involving  the  sphincter  ani,  etc.  However, 
in  a  case  of  that  description,  he  had  observed  an  admirable  proviso  of 
nature,  which  consisted  in  the  establishment  of  another  internal  sphinc- 
ter for  the  anus  above  the  seat  of  laceration,  thus  preventing  the  dis- 
astrous consequences  of  this  lesion  under  ordinary  circumstances. 

Dr.  Hammer,  in  reference  to  the  case  related  by  Dr.  McPheeters, 
said,  that  the  procedure  he  adopted  in  this  instance  was  a  regular  ob- 
stetrical operation  taught  and  practised  in  Germany  for  many  years. 
Ns&gele,  whom  he  heard  lecturing  on  this  very  subject,  speaks  of  this 
operation  as  having  been  of  long  use  in  Germany.  Dr.  Hammer 
added,  that  in  order  to  make  the  incision  fulfil  its  object,  which  was 
the  enlargement  of  the  vulva,  the  incision  should  be  sometimes  rather  ex- 
tensive and  deep.  If  the  incision,  said  he,  was  not  sufficient,  the  pres- 
sure of  the  child's  head  would  certainly  continue  it,  and  produce  thus  a 
ragged  cut  instead  of  the  clean  incision  which  the  knife  would  perform. 
He  would  remark,  however,  that  it  is  a  thing  of  rare  occurrence  that 
the  distention  of  the  perineum  be  so  great  as  to  necessitate  this  oper- 
ation. By  referring  to  the  statistics  of  the  large  hospitals,  we  seldom 
notice  this  operation  mentioned.  In  Germany,  forceps  are  generally 
used  in  such  cases.  Their  action  is  to  alter  the  form  of  the  child's 
head,  by  elongating  it,  and  thus  facilitating  its  passage.    MoreoYor/ 


ieBseniag  the  rigidity  of  the  perioeal  muscles  by  other  means;  among 
these,  chloroform  hj  iuhalation  or  local  fomentations.     Kneading  the 
periaeam,  he  eaid,  would  also  often  be  of  benefit.     Killian,  of 
recommends  this  method. 

Dr.  Fallen,  in  replj  to  the  above  remark,  said,  that  he  thought  that 
the  applications  of  the  forceps  woald  have  here  increased  instead  of 
dimiuifihing  the  difEicDUies.  The  forceps,  said  lie,  are  compressorg  of 
the  head  only  to  a  rer;  limited  degree,  as  shown  by  Bandeloctjne.  The 
forcep  is  mainly  an  instrnment  for  extraction,  a  tire-Ceie.  Chloroform, 
said  he,  waa  advisable  for  many  reasons.  It  does  relieve  spasmodic 
mnscnlar  action-,  he  had  tried  it  mnny  times  with  marked  siiccess  in 
cases  where  the  version  was  indicated,  and  where  it  would  have  been 
next  to  impossible  without  the  relaxing  influence  of  this  powerful 
ftnaistbetic.  The  kneading  spoken  of,  merits  also,  said  he,  commenda< 
tion;  he  had  practised  many  years  this  method,  which  he  once  learned 
from  Dr.  Linlon. 

Dr.  McPbeeterB  replied,  that  he  was  well  convinced  that  in  this 
case  an  application  of  tlie  forceps  wonld  inevitably  have  caused  a  rap- 
ture of  the  perineum.  He  had  often  applied  them  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances, but  not  when  there  was  that  degree  of  rigidity  ;  he  added, 
that  fomentations  and  inunction  of  oil  bad  been  freely  used;  the  pa- 
tient was  already  naturally  nauseated  so  as  to  preclude  the  use  of  an- 
timony, she  had  been  bled  to  a  considerable  amount,  and  the  co-apta- 
tioD  of  the  head  to  the  perineum  was  so  intimate  that  the  very  act  of 
introdneing  the  forceps  would  have  produced  laceration.  Furthennore, 
there  were  expolsive  pains  enough  without  the  forceps.  Chloroform 
was  not  administered  on  account  of  the  repngnance  of  the  patient's 
friends  to  it.  Moreover,  he  considered  tiiat  the  very  pressure  of  the 
child's  head  was  the  greatest  relaxant  that  could  have  been  devised; 
and  all  the  above  means,  after  a  fair  trial,  proved  of  no  avail.  Bat 
after  the  incision  made  in  the  perineum,  the  child's  head  issued  with- 
out the  slightest  difSeulty. 

Dr.  Hammer  considered  the  variety  of  opinion  regarding  the 
QBe  of  the  forceps  in  these  cases,  as  a  mere  matter  of  discrepancy 
between  two  continental  schools.  In  England  and  America  crani- 
otomy, said  he,  was  outrageously  frequent,  whilst  in  France  and  Ger- 
many forceps  operations  were  preferred  to  the  former  more  bloody  pro- 
cedure. The  Germans  consider  that  a  certain  disproportion  between 
the  cliild's  head  and  the  pelvis  or  the  perinenm  may  be  overcome  by  a 
jadiciouB  use  of  the  forceps.     However,  the  disproportion  ; 
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overcome  oy  a  ■ 

>n  is  sometiuiQS     ^^^H 
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80  great  that  it  cannot  be  overcome.  Under  the  circnttistances  of 
Dr.  McPheeter's  case,  the  Germans  would  have  ased  the  forceps;  there 
was,  it  is  said,  an  impossibility  of  introducing  the  idstrument  during 
the  pains,  but  in  the  absence  of  a  pain  thte  might  have  been  done. 
It  has  been  said  that  the  rigidity  of  the  perineum  is  principally  kept 
up  by  the  presence  of  the  child's  head;  but  l^e  spasmodic  contractions 
of  the  perineum  thus  induced  alternate  with  those  of  the  uterus.  By 
the  action  of  the  forceps  this  alteration  is  annulled  by  the  continued 
pressure  it  allows  to  be  made  on  the  pferineum  with  the  ehild's  head, 
whilst  it  is  embraced  in  the  blades  of  the  forceps. 
^  Nffigde,  although  of  a  timid  temperament  in  other  things,  nisled 

the  forceps  liberally. 

The  forceps,  by  compressing  the  child's  head,  elongated  it.  This  !n- 
fltrument  did  not  perhaps  much  diminish  the  size  of  the  child's  head, 
but  by  ultering  its  shape  it  facilitated  its  passage  through  a  narrow 
pelvis.  Did  not  nature  proceed  in  the  same  manner  in  cases  of  dis- 
proportion between  the  head  and  the  pelvis  ?  In  those  cases  it  was  to 
be  remarked  that  the  head  was  sometimes  consMerably  elongated.  In 
this  wise  did  the  action  of  the  forceps  imitate  the  operation  of  natnfe. 

Dr.  McPheeters  admitted  the  possibility  of  this  elongation.  As  fdr 
nslBg  the  forceps  in  this  case,  he  considered  it  was  utterly  impossiMe 
either  during  a  pain  or  in  its  absence;  for  the  Siting  of  the  head^to 
perineum  was  so  close,  the  patient  complained  loudly  of  the  mere  in- 
troduction of  the  finger,  which  she  compared  to  a  cutting  instrument. 

As  to  the  spasmodic  contractility  of  the  perineum  referred  to  by 
Dr.  Hammer,  it  was  altogether  destroyed  in  this  case,  as  will  occ^ 
whenever  the  muscular  fibre  has  been  acting  powerfully  for  a  length 
of  lame. 

Dr.  M.  M.  Fallen  thought  that,  so  far  as  this  case  was  concern^, 
the  delay  of  the  passage  of  the  child's  head  through  the  vulva  was 
not  owing  in  any  degree  to  inertia  of  the  uterus  or  to  a  want  of  the 
vis  a  tergo;  this  existed  to  a  sufficient  extent  to  have  procured  the 
birth  of  the  child  under  ordinary  circumstances;  but  here  was  a  most 
rigid  perineum,  against  which  the  child  battered  in  vain;  a  danger  6f 
laceration  was  imminent  as  the  result  of  natural  forces  alone;  the 
forceps,  he  thought,  would  have  increased  the  danger  of  this  laceration. 
A  great  deal  of  prudence  should  guide  the  accoucheur  in  deciding  upon 
the  cases  where  the  forceps  would  be  useful.  He  was  himself  a  strong 
advocate  of  the  forceps  under  certain  circumstances,  although  he  nMt 
aay  that  he  condemned  the  use  of  the  long  forceps  under  any  circmtt- 
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gtaoce.  Id  this,  be  was  aware  that  he  differed  from  the  opinions 
taught  by  all  accoachears  in  America,  and  especially  m  Germany. 
He  was  not.  however,  inclined  to  undervalne  the  great  and  valnable 
progress  made  in  the  art  of  obstetrics  by  the  Germans;  he  knew  full 
well  that  Ns^ele  had  done  more  than  any  man,  except  Bandelocqne, 
to  advance  this  art.  Bnt  whilst  he  acknowledged  their  eminence,  he 
did  not  in  everything  adopt  the  teaching  of  that  school;  he  endorsed 
the  doctrines  tanght  in  London  and  Dabliu;  he  was  convinced,  ^m 
statistics,  that  more  women  recovered  after  craniotomy,  than  after  the 
use  of  the  forceps  when  applied  above  the  pelvis.  The  mortality  of 
the  children  was  also  very  great  in  those  cases;  frequently,  also,  various 
mptnres,  and  Hbo  vesico  or  recto-vaginal  fistnls  were  the  result  of  the 
imprudent  applications  of  the  forceps.  Siebold  had,  said  he,  applied 
the  forceps  once  in  every  seven  cases  of  midwifery  which  occurred  in 
bis  practice.  This  preference  of  the  Germans  for  the  forceps  was,  he 
said,  not  based  upon  merely  scientific  reasons,  bnt  resulted  in  a  great 
degree  from  peculiar  religious  prejudices. 

Dr.  Hanmier,  in  reply,  denied  that  the  German  accoucheurs  were 
influenced  by  peculiar  religious  opinions  in  this  matter;  their  adoption 
of  the  forceps,  in  many  cases  where  it  was  not  employed  by  the  En- 
glish, was  based  upon  purely  scientific  grounds.  In  Germany,  the  for- 
ceps was  better  studied  and  understood  in  all  its  applications,  and 
selected,  therefore,  as  a  very  safe  and  nseful  instrument  in  cases  where 
the  English  or  American  accoucheur  would,  without  hesitation,  sacri- 
fice the  child's  life.  In  Germany,  in  those  cases,  they  tried  to  save  the 
child  and  mother  also,  and  they  generally  succeed.  In  England,  one 
of  the  reasons  why  the  forceps  were  not  used,  was  on  account  of  that 
mock  modesty  so  peculiarly  British,  which  did  not  allow  of  a  woman  to 
be  uncovered.  Acting  on  this  false  modesty,  they  have  not  encouraged 
the  establishment  of  lying-in  hospitals  to  the  same  extent  that  they 
have  done  on  the  continent.  They  do  not  understand  the  forceps  for 
want  of  facilities  to  study  its  applications,  hence  their  hesitation  in 
applying  it.  The  Germans,  who  are  familiar  with  that  instrument,  are 
more  bold  in  its  employment. 

As  for  the  action  of  the  forceps  in  the  case  of  Dr.  McPheeters,  he 
thought  that  the  rigidity  of  the  perineum  was  owing  to  a  spasmodic 
contraction  of  the  muscles  of  that  part,  comparaUe  to  the  spasmodic 
^skictures  which  occur  sometimes  in  the  urethra.  If  a  bougie  is  intro- 
duced when  one  of  these,  spasmodic  strietiuraB  ezistSi  it  wiU  impinge 
against  it,  wiihopt  fevetritmff  ttoMi^il}  bat  tf  thA  boogie  be  kft 
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there  for  a  few  minutes,  the  part  will  gradually  become  accustomed  to 
it,  and  it  will  at  length  penetrate  through  the  stricture.  The  same 
process  will  occur  in  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  perineum.  This, 
said  he,  was  the  rationale  of  the  action  of  the.  forceps  in  those  cases. 
If  the  child's  head  be  pressed  for  some  time  by  the  forceps  on  a  rigid 
perineum,  the  spasmodic  contraction  of  that  part  will  gradually  yield. 
As  for  the  ruptures  and  vesico  or  recto-vaginal  fistulae,  which,  accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Fallen,  were  often  the  result  of  the  use  of  the  forceps,  he 
thought  that  they  took  place  oftener  when  the  forceps  were  not  used, 
as  in  those  cases  which  have  been  left  to  nature,  or  where  craniotomy 
was  performed.  Vesico-vaginal  fistulaB  happen  mostly  in  the  pro- 
tracted cases  which  have  been  left  to  nature.  Statistics  would  prove 
this. 

In  the  United  States  there  are,  said  he,  as  many  craniotomy  cases 
as  there  are  forceps  cases  in  the  rest  of  the  world;  because  the  forceps 
are  not  used  at  all  in  some  cases  where  it  could  have  been  beneficially 
applied  in  the  beginning  of  the  labor,  and  craniotomy  is  resorted  to  as 
a  last  resort.  He  would  not  blame  the  profession  here  for  this  state 
of  things;  it  originated  from  the  want  of  lying-in  hospitals,  as  he  had 
already  remarked. 

Dr.  Fallen  said,  that  he  would  see  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  the 
establishment  of  lying-in  hospitals  in  this  country,  and  he  expressed 
the  hope  that  the  Biddle  Lying-in  Hospital,  in  process  of  construction 
in  this  city,  would  some  day  prove  a  source  of  practical  instruction  to 
students  desirous  of  perfecting  themselves  in  the  science  of  obstetrics. 
As  for  himself,  he  was  far  from  condemning  the  use  of  forceps  at  the 
inferior  strait;  he  was  in  the  frequent  practice  of  applying  it  himself, 
and  he  had  taught  its  utility  for  years;  he  would  add,  that  his  opinion 
was,  that  it  was  not  applied  in  many  cases  in  this  country  where  its 
usefulness  would  be  incontestible  if  better  understood,  and  where 
craniotomy  was,  unfortunately,  performed,  especially  in  the  country, 
where  the  practitioner  is  often  left  to  himself. 

Dr.  Smith  was  one  day  present,  said  he,  at  a  lecture  on  obstetric 
operations,  delivered  by  Dr.  Murphy,  of  London;  in  that  lecture  he 
made  the  startling  remark,  that  statistics  would  bear  him  out  in  the 
assertion  that  death  oftener  followed  operations  of  craniotomy  at  the 
superior  strait  than  csesarean  sections. 

Dr.  Smith  said,  that  as  for  the  rigidity  of  the  perineum  giving  way 
under  the  continued  pressure  of  the  child's  head,  as  asserted  by  Dr. 
Hammer,  he  would  rather  expect  to  see  the  rigidity  increased  under 
this  prolonged  pressure;  he  would  expect  to  see  inflammation  setting 
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in  onder  these  circamstanoes,  and  a  spftsmodic  contraction  firmlj 
established.  As  for  the  procedure  employed  by  Dr.  McPheeters,  in 
tfie  case  he  had  reported,  he  thought  it  perfectly  warrantable  and 
worthy  of  imitation  under  simUar  circnrastances. — St,  Louis  Medieal 
and  Surgical  JdumtU. 
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Report  of  Caoea  Ohistrathre  of  Iiiq;x»taiit  PointB  in  BCdwifBiy. 

By  J.  M.  WiNH,  M.D.,L.B.CP., 
Phyacltti-Accoadieiir  to  the  West  London  Dispensary,  Ac 

Puerperal  Coma. — A  middle  aged,  stout  multipara  was  seized  suddon- 
ly,  after  her  last  confinement,  with  loss  of  consciousness:  the  labor  was 
natural,  and  had  not  been  preceded  nor  followed  by  couTulsions.  The 
friends,  imagining  the  case  to  be  one  of  apoplexy,  were  much  alarmed, 
and  sent  for  me  in  great  haste.  I  found  her  in  a  condition  closely  resem- 
bling that  induced  by  pressure  on  the  brain.  She  was  in  a  perfectly 
unconscious  state,  from  which  no  impression  made  on  the  senses  could 
rouse  her.  As  the  breathing,  however,  was  not  stertorous,  the  heart 
not  much  depressed,  and  the  countenance  tranquil,  I  was  induced  to 
refer  the  affection  to  a  class  of  phenomena  which  I  have  termed  puer- 
peral coma,  to  prevented  its  being  confounded  with  pnerperal  apoplexy, 
a  disease  of  infinitely  graver  importance,  and  for  which  a  totally  differ- 
ent treatment  is  required.  In  the  above  instance,  I  was  glad  to  have 
it  in  my  power  to  assure  the  relatives  of  my  patient  that  the  complaint 
would  in  all  probability  terminate  safely.  The  only  remedies  employed 
were  a  mercurial  aperient,  an  ammonia  draught  every  four  hours,  and 
the  frequent  administration  of  small  quantities  of  fluid  nourishment 
The  result  justified  my  diagnosis:  on  the  following  day  the  comatose 
state  had  passed  away,  and  the  patient  was  free  from  any  alarming 
symptoms. 

This  affection,  in  most  cases,  appears  to  owe  its  ori^  to  one  or 
more  of  the  following  causes:  nervous  shock,  a  loaded  portal  system, 
nterine  hemorrhage,  and  the  too  frequent  admmistration  of  cordials 
and  narcotics.  A  variety  of  this  disorder  frequently  ensues  after  con- 
vnlsions,  and  which  I  shall  illustrate  by  a  case  I  saw  in  consultation 
with  Mr.  Charles  King,  of  the  City  Road. 

The  patient,  a  short-necked,  but  not  robnst  yonng  woman,  aged 
twenty-three,  was  attacked,  nine  hours  after  the  commencement  of  bar 
first  labor,  with  violent  convnlsions,  which  recurred  with  little  inter- 
mission dnrii^  a  period  of  abomt  five  hoiin.    Aa  the  ca  nteri  waa 
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dOated  to  the  size  of  a  crown-piece,  it  was  determined  to  deliver  her 
as  speedily  as  possible,  and  at  the  same  time  by  those  means  which 
are  least  likely  to  irritate  the  lining  membrane  of  the  uterus.  After 
abstracting  a  small  quantity  of  blood,  which  had  not  the  slightest 
effect  in  allaying  the  convulsions,  we  delivered  her  by  craniotomy. 
After  the  extraction  of  the  child,  the  convulsions  gradually  subsided, 
but  a  state  of  profound  coma  supervened,  which  continued  during  a 
space  of  two  days  and  a  half.  For  this  symptom  the  mildest  remedies 
alone  were  had  recourse  to,  such  as  were  employed  in  the  case  to  which 
I  have  previously  alluded.  I  subsequently  heard  from  Mr.  King  that 
his  patient  perfectly  recovered. 

I  cannot  help  expressing  a  strong  belief  that  if  many  of  the  cases 
of  this  description  were  treated  less  heroically,  and  by  a  calmer  mode 
of  procedure,  the  results  would  be  more  successful. 

Utility  of  Chloroform  in  Turning, — Several  months  since,  I  was 

requested  to  consult  with  Mr. on  one  of  the  most  aggravated 

cases  of  shoulder  presentation  I  ever  witnessed.  During  ineffective 
efforts  to  turn,  he  had  brought  both  arms  into  the  vagnia,  and  the 
uterus  had  contracted  so  violently  upon  the  child  that  I  found  it  ut- 
terly impossible  to  introduce  my  hand.  Had  I  persisted  in  my  attempts 
to  do  so  by  manuel  force  alone,  1  felt  confident  that  the  womb  would 
have  been  ruptured.  The  patient  was  a  middle-aged  woman,  who  had 
borne  many  children,  and  had  been  subject  to  epilepsy  in  her  childhood. 
Although  she  was  much  exhausted  when  I  was  called  in  to  see  her,  and 
various  remedies  had  been  used  to  overcome  the  spasmodic  action  of 
the  uterus,  this  organ  maintained  its  preternatural  and  vice-like  con- 
tractility without  a  moment's  intermission.  Under  these  circumstances, 
I  resolved  to  place  her  fully  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  and  it 
was  not  until  she  was  completely  overpowered  by  the  anaesthetic  effect 
of  this  agent  that  the  spasmodic  action  of  the  womb  subsided.  As 
soon  as  the  relaxation  was  complete,  I  introduced  my  hand,  and  easily 
turned  the  child. 

In  administering  chloroform,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  Its  effects 
are  often  cumulative,  and  that  some  individuals  are  peculiarly  suscep- 
tible to  its  influence.  In  the  above  case,  the  patient  was  a  consider- 
able period  before  she  recovered  from  its  effects,  and  at  one  time  I 
entertained  fears  for  her  recovery.  Although  I  highly  deprecate  its 
indiscriminate  use  in  natural  labors,  I  consider  it  of  great  service  in 
the  management  of  many  cases.  In  employing  chloroform,  it  must  not 
be  forgotten  that  it  paralyzes  the  excito-motor  nerves  of  the  uterus,  as 
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well  as  those  which  sopplj  the  abdominal  muscles  with  Toluntarj  power. 
Its  use  is,  Hierefore,  clearly  contra-indicated  in  cases  where  expalsiTe 
power  is  required.  To  Inll  hysterical  excitement,  to  allay  morbid  pain, 
(by  which  I  mean  excessive  pain,  as  it  occurs  in  morbidly  sensitive  fe- 
males,) to  suspend  conyulsions,  to  relax  the  passages,  and  to  blunt 
pain  during  severe  operations,  are  the  principal  indications  for  its  use. 
Placenta  Pravia, — Mrs.  A — — ,  aged  thirty-four,  the  wife  of  a  Po- 
lish Jew,  was  seized  with  flooding  a  fortnight  before  the  full  period  of 
her  fourth  pr^ancy.  A  midwife  was  summoned,  who,  after  vainly 
attempting  to^top  the  hemorrhage,  apprised  the  friends  of  her  patient's 
danger,  and. I  w&s  called  in.  On  my  arrival,  a  distressing  spectacle 
presented  itself.  The  poor  woman  lay  in  a  state  oi  collapse,  deluged 
with  blood,  and  surrounded  by  clothes  saturated  with  iced  water.  I 
immediately  administered  a  large  dose  of  brandy,  and  proceeded  to 
make  an  examination.  I  found  the  os  uteri  fully  dilated,  and  the  pla- 
centa, which  was  extensively  detached,  presenting  at  the  mouth  of  the 
womb.  Having  introduced  my  hand  into  the  uterus,  I  seized  the  child 
by  the  feet,  and  extracted  it  without  a  moment's  delay.  To  my  great 
astonishment  the  child  was  alive,  although  slightly  asphyxiated;  and 
after  the  usual  remedies  had  been  employed,  the  functions  of  its  lungs 
were  completely  established.  After  the  delivery  the  uterus  contracted, 
and  the  hemorrhage  ceased.  Both  mother  and  infant  eventually  did 
well. — Xjondon  Ijancet, 

SELECTIOISrS. 

Remarks  on  the  Uses  of  Chlorate  of  Potash. 
By  W.  L.  Feldeb,  M.D.,  of  Aagnsta,  Ga. 

Messrs.  Editors — In  your  issue  of  the  March  number  of  the  South- 
ern Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  I  find  my  name  mentioned  in  con- 
nection with  an  article,  or  a  few  remarks  of  yours,  upon  the  subject 
and  use  of  the  Chlorate  of  Potash.  I  do  not  complain  of  your  having 
done  so,  but  if  I  had  known  of  your  intentions,  or  had  thought  for  a 
moment  that  you  were  acquainted  with  the  fact  of  my  having  long 
since  used  the  medicine,  I  would  certainly  have  given  you  all  the  infor- 
mation in  my  power  upon  the  subject  of  its  use,  and  my  experience 
with  the  remedy,  and  thus  have  saved  the  necessity  of  intruding 
myself  upon  your  notice,  or  of  appearing  upon  the  pages  of  your 
journal.  Inasmuch,  however,  as  you  have  thought  proper  (from 
some  source  of  information,  which  I  can  readily  imagine)  to  advert  to 
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my  use  of  the  article  in  a  limited  and  imperfect  manner,  I  would  beg 
leave  to  exercise  the  privilege  of  being  correctly  reported,  as  to  the 
quantity  used  and  the  diseases  for  which  I  have  administered  it. 

Chlorate  of  Potash  has  long  since  been  a  favorite  remedy  with  me 
in  the  treatment  of  almost  every  form  of  fever,  and  .especially  in  those 
periodical  fevers  denominated  remittent,  or,  as  they  are  called  in  some 
places,  "  Country  fevers''  or  "  San  tee  fevers." 

My  attention  was  drawn  to  the  remedy,  spedally,  in  August,  I  think 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  in  the  case  of  a  youth,  then,  by  the 
name  of  G*****  L**,  who  was  under  treatment  for  remittent  fever 
by  Dr.  H.  I  was  requested  to  visit  the  patient  with  the  attending 
physician.  I  thought  that  the  Chlorate  of  Potash  would  admirably 
•suit  the  case,  and  fill  all  the  purposes  then  indicated;  accordingly,  I 
gave  it  in  the  following  manner:  R.  Chlorate  of  Potash,  2  drachms; 
Infusion  of  Serpentaria  Virginiana,  8  ounces.  Of  this  a  tablespoon- 
ful  was  given  every  two  or  three  hours,  until  its  discontinuance  should 
be  ordered.  It  had  a  fine  effect,  and  in  three  or  four  days  he  was  in 
a  situation  to  take  quinine  and  brandy  also,  and  he  speedily  recovered. 
I  have  used  it  also  in  typhoid  fevers,  (symptomatic,  for  I  do  not 
believe  in  the  idiopathic  forms  of  typhoid,)  with  the  finest  results,  and 
believe  that,  under  some  circumstances,  it  constitutes  in  the  list  of 
remedial  agents  one  of  the  very  best  remedies,  and  exerts  an  influence 
in  low  fonns  of  fever  that  no  other  rjemedy  possesses. 

■ 

In  these  low  forms  of  fever  it  is  used  as  recommended  above,  although 
I  find  it  necessary  sometimes  to  combine  with  it  a  little  tinct.  opii. 
acetat.  The  dose  for  an  adult  is  a  tablespoonful  every  two  or  three 
hours:  less  to  younger  persons — about  the  quantity  you  represent  in 
your  article  at  my  hands. 

I  have  used  the  remedy  repeatedly  in  scarlet  fever,  and  especially 
in  the  malignant  forms,  both  internally  and. as  a  gargle  for  the  ulcers 
about  the  mouth  and  throat.  I  consider  its  use  important,  however, 
in  any  of  the  varieties  of  scarlet  fever,  and,  when  properly  administered, 
will  produce  its  full  share  of  benefit.  It  is  used  as  above  advised  in 
these  affections,  when  taken  internally;  but  when  used  as  a  gargle,  I 
make  it  much  stronger,  and  use  it  with  sage  tea,  if  convenient,  in 
preference  to  the  snakeroot  tea;  it  is  a  matter  of  very  little  conse- 
quence, however,  whether  used  with  either;  a  little  cold  water  will 
answer  every  purpose  to  dissolve  it.  As  a  cleanser  of  ulcers,  especially 
after  the  use  of  the  nit.  silver,  it  has  no  superior.  From  three  to  four 
drachms  of  the  potash  with  eight  ounces  of  pure  water,  or  with  either 
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of  the  teas,  is  the  usaal  strength  m  which  I  have  used  it.  I  would 
not  hesitate,  howeyer,  to  nse  it  much  stronger,  either  externally  or  in- 
temallj.  I  have  applied  it  to  indolent  ulcers  of  the  legs,  and  in  one 
instance  to  a  chronic  nicer  of  long  standing,  with  much  benefit,  in  the 
form  of  powder.  I  have  likewise  used  it  in  obstinate  cases  of  salivation 
from  mercury  with  decided  benefit,  and  in  one  case,  especially,  that 
seemed  to  baffle  erery  other  remedy,  and  threaten  the  life  of  a  very 
interesting  child,  who  had  been  worse  salivated  than  I  ever  saw  one, 
before  or  since;  it  relieved  and  healed  the  ulcers  kindly,  and  I  believe 
was  the  only  remedy,  out  of  many,  that  saved  her  life.  The  case, 
however,  resulted  in  very  great  deformity,  and  has  been  a  source  of 
great  unhappiness  to  the  individual  who  administered  the  calomel.  He 
was  unacquainted  with  the  action  of  mercury,  and  ''did  not  know  that  - 
it  would  make  the  mouth  sore,  mu*ch  less  produce  sloughing,"  and 
thereby  permanently  entail  miserable  deformity. 

In  the  various  vaginal  irritations  and  ulcerations  of  the  os  and 
cervix  uteri,  it  will  exert  a  very  happy  influence,  and  may  be  relied 
upon^  if  perseveringly  used,  in  counteracting  leucorrhoeal  discharges 
produced  from  irritations,  and  very  often  heal  such  ulcers  promptly. 

In  a  case  of  ulceration  of  the  os  and  cervix,  in  which  I  tried  it  for 
a  very  long  time  in  this  city,  its  effects  were  accompanied  with  results 
highly  flattering,  and  the  patient  seemed  to  be  rapidly  recovering, 
until  neglect  of  her  person,  growing  out  of  the  fact  that  she  was  not 
able  to  have  the  care  and  attention  that  such  cases  require,  and  con- 
sequently the  local  affection  became  aggravated,  her  constitution  failed, 
and  the  case  terminated  in  death.  I  was  not  in  attendance  at  the 
time  of  her  death,  nor  had  I  been  for  many  months  previously,  conse- 
quently can  say  nothing  upon  the  subject  of  her  condition  at  the  time 
of  her  death. 

I  have  said  all  that  I  conceive  to  be  prudent  and  proper  in  an  article 
of  this  sort;  however,  I  could  mention  much  more  concerning  its 
effects  in  that  scorbutic  or  spongy  condition  of  the  gums,  accompanied 
with  hemorrhage,  in  typhoid  fever. 

I  am  now  treating  a  child  with  ulcerous  sore  mouth,  with  this  salt 
of  potash,  and  as  soon  as  I  satisfy  myself  fully  of  its  use  in  gangrenous 
ulcerations  about  the  mouth,  as  well  as  the  aphthous  conditions  not 
only  of  the  mouth,  but  extending  to  the  pharynx  and  along  the  (Eso- 
phagus to  the  stomach  and  bowels,  I  may  trouble  you  at  some  future 
time  with  a  publication  setting  forth  my  Yiews  af  the  utility  of  this 
salt  in  the  two  last  nM»^  ^JSimidkKm  Jtfd.  4*  Swrg. 

Journal, 
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Upon  Improvements  on  methods  of  rendering  Medicinal  Preparations 
Pleasing  to  the  Eye  and  to  the  Taste,  and  Agreeable  to  Use. 

By  Frederick  Stearns,  of  Detroit,  Mich. 

Next  to  efforts  in  the  advaDcement  of  pbarmaceatical  skill  and  sci- 
ence, which  secnre  increased  efficiency  to  medical  agents,  there  are 
none  which  meet  the  more  ready  appreciation  of  the  physician,  or  in- 
sure the  grateful  remembrance  of  the  suffering  invalid,  like  those 
which  tend  to  relieve  the  remedies  employed  of  all  repulsiveness — in 
form,  appearance,  or  taste. 

While  I  am  unable,  from  my  own  knowledge,  to  offer  as  much  of 
value  to  the  Association  as  could  older  and  more  experienced  mem- 
bers, yet  I  submit  the  following  random  notes,  and  express  the  hope 
that  some  more  skillful  pharmaceutist  will  be  appointed  to  report 
upon  the  same  subject  at  our  next  meeting. 

The  administration  of  the  officinal  vinegars  and  dilute  mineral  acids 
is  rendered  more  agreeable  by  the  addition  of  small  portions  of  alco- 
holic solutions  of  any  of  the  flavoring  essential  oils,  lemon,  wintergreen, 
pimento,  Ceylon  cinnamon,  etc.,  or  of  spices;  sugar,  when  not  contra- 
indicated,  is  also  an  allowable  adjuvant. 

The  popularity  of  the  elixir  of  vitrei  over  the  dilute  acid  is  owing 
to  its  agreeability  to  the  taste;  dilute  phosphoric  acid  should  have 
added  to  it  a  solution  of  the  essential  oil  of  the  sweet  orange. 

Comp.  tinct.  cardamom,  concent,  infus.  of  rose,  are  excellent  addi- 
tions to  medicated  acids  or  vinegar,  covering  a  portion  of  their  taste, 
and  imparting  an  agreeable  color. 

Prussic  acid  is  best  given  in  syrup  of  marshmallow.  Lactic  acid, 
which  is  now  coming  into  use  as  a  remedy  for  dyspepsia,  indigestion, 
etc.,  is  made  into  an  agreeable  drink  with  water,  sugar  and  essence 
of  lemon;  it  is  also  eligibly  exhibited  in  the  form  of  a  pastil,  in  which 
form,  also,  the  oxalic,  tartaric,  tannic  and  citric  acids  are  most  avail- 
able. 

Inert  powders,  or  those  which  are  comparatively  so,  it  is  said,  can 
be  made  to  produce  a  medicinal  effect  much  quicker  by  long  trituration 
with  sugar  or  milk;  in  the  case  of  ipecacuanha  or  of  opium,  this  effect 
is  rendered  much  greater;  long  trituration  of  calomel  with  the  same 
substance,  renders  minute  doses  of  it  equal,  in  rapid  and  permanent 
effect,  to  quite  large  ones  of  the  drug  administered  in  the  ordinarj 
way. 

Tasteless  powders  should  be  administered  with  aromatics,  the  milder 
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spices,  Ceylon  cinnamon,  and  the  like ;  astringent  powders  can  in  this 
way  be  rendered  less  unpleasant. 

Cane  sugar,  well  dried  and  rednced  to  the  finest  possible  state  of 
division,  bj  long  tritnration  in  a  mortar,  is  an  elegant  Tehicle  in 
which  to  administer  the  alkaloids,  and  their  salts,  qainia,  morphia,  etc.; 
the  modus  operandi  is  as  follows:  instead  of  triturating  the  medicine 
and  sugar  together,  mix  the  dose  in  its  crystalline  state,  (without 
breaking  it  up,)  by  means  of  a  spatula  on  a  piece  of  paper,  with  a 
sufficient  portion  of  the  sugar  previously  powdered.  Id  this  way  each 
crystal  becomes  enveloped  with  a  dost  of  saccharine  powder,  and  when 
placed  upon  the  tongue  and  washed  down  with  a  draught  of  water, 
leaves  nothing  upon  it  but  the  sweet  impression  of  the  quickly  dis- 
solved sugar. 

Mr.  Maisch  recommends  the  administration  of  the  saline  powders, 
ammonia  salts,  iron  salts,  potassa  salts,  etc.,  in  efferTesciog  draughts, 
by  which  their  bitterness  or  pungency  is  in  a  great  measure  overcome. 

Those  pharmaceutists  who  furnish  *'  mineral "  or  carbonic  acid 
water,  possess  the  means  of  administering  many  similar  substances  in 
an  agreeable  manner;  a  **Seidlitz''  is  in  this  way  administered  with- 
out the  necessity  of  giving  an  extra  dose  of  tartrate  of  soda. 

By  an  improvement  in  the  process  of  capsulation,  the  most  volatile 
substances,  ether,  chloroform,  turpentine,  are  now  best  administered 
in  capsules  of  gluten;  these  are  imported  from  France,  and  the  "  Perles 
d^Ether "  of  M.  Clertan  are  certainly  among  the  most  beautiful  and 
finished  of  the  pharmaceutical  productions  of  our  accomplished  co- 
workers, the  French  pharmaciens.  Each  capsule  contains  about  five 
minims  of  ether,  the  empty  capsule  weighing  but  about  two  grains. 

There  is  no  reason  why  our  list  of  officinal  syrups  should  not  be 
greatly  extended,  from  the  fact  that  sugar  is  an  excellent  preservative 
of  the  medical  virtue  of  plants,  proper  regard  being  paid  to  tlie 
separation  of  the  inert  matters  which  excite  fermentation ;  its  agree*- 
bility  as  an  excipient  renders  it  grateful  to  the  invalid;  the  cloyii^ 
effect  of  syrups  can  be  counteracted  by  the  addition,  at  the  tisie  of 
QStng  them,  of  some  pleasant  v^etable  acid  or  acid  syrup. 

Many  of  the  non-officinal  fluid  extracts,  now  so  popular,  could  be 
eonverted  into  concentrated  syrups  by  repladng  part  of  tlie  hydio- 
alcoholic  meostmum  with  sogar. 

I  have  in  tiiis  wsj  prepared,  stceaafiJly,  qn^fft  <^  biaekberry  root, 
ergot,  hock^  bioodroniL  m-^  wnkftA^  «#skMi»  crwe^UI,  goUeft 
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Unless  alcohol  is  desirable  in  fluid  extracts,  from  a  therapeutical 
point  of  view,  it  seems  to  me  obvious  that  sugar  could  with  advan- 
tage replace  alcohol  in  nearly  all  the  non-officinal  fluid  extracts,  con- 
centrated tinctures,  etc.,  intended  for  internal  use.  A  syrup  of  lime 
has  been  introduced  as  a  substitute  for  lime  water,  it  being  a  much' 
more  concentrated  form  of  lime  solution. 

The  phosphates  are  most  eligibly  exhibited  in  the  form  of  syrups, 
particularly  the  phosphate  of  lime;  a  syrup  composed  of  a  solution 
in  phosphoric  and  muriatic  acids  of  the  phosphates  of  soda,  potassa 
lipie  and  iron  with  sugar,  and  pleasant  flavoring  has  come  into  gen- 
eral nse,  I  believe,  in  some  of  the  eastern  cities,  particularly  Phil- 
adelphia; it  is  used  in  consumption  and  dyspepsia,  and  from  its  ele- 
gant appearance  and  pleasant  tastfe  seems  to  be  an  eligible  prepara- 
tion. 

A  tincture  formed  by  macerating  the  bark  of  Prumus  virginiana 
in  rum,  is  an  agreeable  addition  in  the  way  of  flavor  to  our  officin- 
al concentrated  syrup  of  sarsaparilla.  The  U  S.  syrup  of  Prunus 
virginiana  I  have  found  to  be  one  of  the  most  delightful  of  adjuvants 
to  cough  mixtures;  it  is  also  an  elegant  vehicle  for  the  administration 
of  the  most  powerful  anodynes,  etc.,  used  in  pulmonary  complaints; 
prussic  acid  only  serves  to  give  increased  flavor  of  the  cherry  to  this 
syrup  when  given  in  it. 

I  have  found  a  syrup  of  roasted  coffee  excellent  in  covering  the 
taste  of  quinia,  morphia,  etc.  An  infusion  of  roasted  coffee  is  valua- 
ble in  covering  the  taste  of  Epsom  salts,  senna,  and  of  many  bitter 
infusions. 

In  many  extemporaneous  mixtures,  a  syrup  prepared  from  the 
essential  oil  and  peel  of  the  sweet  orange,  is  agreeable  as  an  adju- 
vant. 

If  pharmaceutists  would  generally  prepare  their  syrup  of  ginger 
and  tolu  after  the  method  of  Mr.  Finlay,  as  published  in  the  ^Sd 
vol.  of  the  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy,  I  think  they  would  not 
have  cause  to  regret  the  change  from  the  turbid,  inelegant  ones  of  the 
U.  S.  P.,  to  the  beautifully  transparent  and  strong  ones  prepared  by 
his  method. 

Strong  fruit  syrups,  prepared  by  dissolving  with  as  little  heat  as 
possible  2  lbs.  troy  of  refined  sugar  in  the  expressed  juice  of  any  fruil 
or  berry,  make  delightful  adjuvants  to  numberless  extemporaneous 
prescriptions  of  the  physician ;  they  are  agreeable  additions  to  eflfer- 
▼escent  draughts,  and  are  best  for  flavoring  mineral  water  syrups. 
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Sjraps  of  Iceland  moss,  Irish  moss,  marsh-mallow,  hoarhoundy 
acacia,  liqaorice,  liverwort,  etc.,  are  favorites  in  certain  localities  as 
cough  remedies;  infusions  of  the  same  with  gam  and  sogar  are  formed 
into  pastes,  similar  to  jajnbe,  and  meet  with  ready  sale. 

Confections,  though  considered  in  their  ordinary  forms  as  agreeable 
methods  by  which  to  administer  medicines,  are  improved  by  introduc- 
ing the  proper  dose  of  any  one  of  them  into  figs  or  dates,  and  prunes 
freed  from  their  stones. 

Jellies  of  raspberry,  current,  quince,  blackberry,  etc.,  are  nice  for 
disguising  the  taste  of  powders  when  given  to  children.  A  little  jam 
or  jelly  very  nicely  covers  a  bitter  pill,  for  those  who  have  a  peculiar 
aversion  to  swallowing  them. 

Among  the  multitude  of  purposes  for  which  pure  glycerin  is  becom- 
ing available,  its  use  as  a  solvent  and  preservative  in  pharmaceutical 
manipulations  is  most  important;  there  seems  to  be  scarcely  a  frac- 
tion as  yet  developed  of  the  uses  to  which  this  wonderful  substance 
can  be  applied  in  pharmacy. 

Its  solvent  power,  in  most  cases,  equals  that  of  alcohol  or  water, 
being  sometimes  even  greater. 

By  mixing  it  with  alcoholic  or  aqueous  solutions,  which  are  liable 
to  change,  they  are  thereby  rendered  permanent.  Solutions  of  veg- 
etable matter  in  it  does  not  change  or  ferment. 

It  does  not  itself  becomes  rancid,  and  from  its  viscidity  it  can  be 
used  instead  of  cerate  or  oil  as  a  vehicle  for  many  substances  used  in 
embrocations. 

The  disagreeable  snlphnrets  are  soluble  in  it,  and  their  solutions 
are  among  the  most  available  methods  of  administering  them;  iodine 
and  its  salts  are  dissolved  by  it. 

Liq.  iod.  iron,  syr.  iod.  iron  and  manganese,  syr.  iod.  zinc,  prepared 
with  glycerin,  are  recommended  as  elegant  and  eligible. 

Escharotics  of  the  deliquescent  kinds  are  rendered  particularly 
available  in  solution  in  glycerin;  their  action  is  much  more  controlla- 
ble, and  as  the  glycerin  does  not  dry,  their  action  is  more  persistent. 
The  terchloride  of  antimony  (cryst.),  iodide  and  chloride  of  zinc, 
nitrate  of  mercury,  chromic  acid,  etc.,  are  among  those  suitable  to 
use  in  glycerin.  It  forms  solutions  of  the  deliquescent  salts,  of  the 
sulphate  of  potassa  and  soda,  of  the  alkaline  chlorides,  and  even  of 
oxide  of  lead. 

The  salts  of  the  vegetable  alkaloids  can  be  exhibited,  dissolved  in 
this  substance,  as  embrociitions  or  otherwise.    It  will  dissolve  bin- 
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iodide  of  mercury  in  sufficient  quantity,  so  that  ^  teaspoonful  will  con- 
tain a  sufficient  dose.  It  is  useful  in  emulsions,  of  copaiba  and  of  oils; 
it  aids  in  covering  the  taste  of  the  nauseous  ingredients. 

It  is  suggested  to  use  glycerin  on  account  of  its  superior  solvent 
power  over  fat  or  oil  in  the  extraction  of  the  active  matters  of  the 
leaves  of  savin,  stramonium,  cicuta,  dulcamara,  elder,  tobacco,  etc., 
in  place  of  the  cerates  as  now  prepared  from  these  plants.  It  is 
superior  to  oil  in  imparting  flexibility  to  collodion.  Its  preservative 
power  is  available  for  the  preservation  of  vaccine  lymph,  the  recent 
dry  scales  of  which  can  be  dissolved  in  it  and  kept  unchanged  for  a 
length  of  time. 

It  is  proposed  that  it  be  substituted  for  sugar  in  some  of  those 
medicinal  syrups  which  are  so  liable  to  ferment.  The  properties  at- 
tributed to  it  as  a  fattener  would  give  additional  value  to  it  as  a 
vehicle  for  ague  remedies,  as  in  syr.  ipecac.,  syr.  scillse  comp.  It« 
bland  and  soothing  properties,  when  applied  to  the  skin  in  an  irrita- 
ted or  inflamed  state,  have  caused  it  to  be  much  used  therefor.  And 
I  have  seen  numerous  creams,  balsams,  lotions,  etc.,  prepared  from  it 
by  various  pharmaceutists,  many  of  which  exhibit  skill  and  taste. 

The  lozenge  or  pastil  has  become  so  common  a  form  in  which  to  ex- 
hibit medicinal  substances,  powders,  extracts,  juices,  essential  oils, 
etc.,  that  I  shall  notice  herein,  only  the  following:  The  efficiency  of 
santonin  as  an  anthelmintic  has  given  rise  to  its  extensive  employ- 
ment in  the  form  of  a  bonbon  or  lozenge,  delicately  flavored,  and  rose 
colored;  it  forms  in  this  shape  by  far  the  best  and  most  eligible  "  worm 
lozenge"  extent. 

The  preparation  termed  *'  Lactinates"  find  some  favor  among  med- 
ical men ;  they  are  simply  saturated  tinctures  of  any  medical  plant, 
inspissated  upon  cane  sugar,  or  sugar  of  milk.  The  applicability  of 
this  process  depends  upon  the  active  principle  of  the  plant  not  being 
decomposed  by  the  necessary  heat  employed  in  preparing  them.  I 
have  prepared  lactinates  of  sanguinaria,  ipecacuanha,  hyoscyamus, 
digitalis,  which  possessed  perfectly  the  characteristic  odors  and  prop- 
erties of  those  medicines. 

Homoeopathic  globules  are  made  of  flour  and  cane  sugar,  not  of 
milk  sugar,  and  why  can  we  not  learn  from  the  infinitesimal  dose- 
givers  something  ?  These  pellets  (the  largest  of  those  they  use  weighs 
Jdf  a  grain)  could  be  made  of  any  size,  and  when  medicated  by  means 
of  concentrated  alcoholic  solutions  of  the  more  powerful  alkaloids, 
woald  prove  a  very  agreeble  method  of  administering  them. 
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The  usual  methods  of  rendering  pills  less  repulsive  by  means  of 
coating  them  with  gelatin,  gold  or  silver  foil,  dry  mucilage  of  linseed, 
seems  to  be  far  superseded  by  the  new  and  elegant  method  introduced 
by  French  pharmaceutists,  by  which  they  are  covered  with  gluten  and 
sugar.  Odor  and  taste  are  destroyed  by  converting  them  into  bon- 
bons. By  this  new  method  the  odor  of  assafetida  is  entirely  covered, 
and  the  most  bitter  dose  rendered  palatable.  Extracts,  all  of  the 
officinal  pills  and  others,  several  decomposable  salts,  many  of  the  alka- 
loids, cubebs,  copaiba,  .astringents,  etc.,  etc.,  are  prepared  in  this  form. 
Those  I  have  seen  are  from  the  house  of  Gamier,  Lamoreux  &  Co., 
Paris,  and  are  striking  evidences  of  the  superior  skill  of  the  French 
*  pharmaciens. 

The  preparation  of  an  unalterable  pill  of  iodide  of  iron,  after  the 
formula  of  Blancard,  pharmacien  of  Paris,  has  attracted  considerable . 
attention.  I  have  prepared  these  pills  for  nearly  two  years,  and  they 
have  become  very  popular  among  my  medical  friends.  I  now  substi- 
tute an  ethereal  solution  of  mastic  for  one  of  tolu,  with  advantage  in 
coating  the  pills  as  it  dries  quicker;  the  varnished  pills  are  not  apt  to 
adhere,  and  the  medicinal  effect  of  the  mastic  aids  that  of  the  iron. 

A  pill  or  bonbon  of  oxydized  balsam  copaiva  under  the  title  of 
"  Copabine  Mege,"  has  found  much  favor  lately  with  physicians. 
They  have  the  appearance  and  taste  of  sugar  plum,  and  consist  of 
copaiba  (which  has  been  heated  in  contact  with  nitric  acid)  covered 
with  sugar,  colored  and  flavored.  They  agr^e  well  with  the  stomach, 
and  seem  to  produce  the  curative  eflfects  of  the  copaiba  quicker  than 
when  it  is  given  by  the  ordinary  methods. 

Lycopodium,  which  costs  but  a  very  little  more  than  the  best  pow- 
dered liquorice  root,  is  to  my  mind  much  more  elegant  to  use  for 
keeping  pills  from  adhering  to  each  other,  than  any  other  powder. 
Powdered  althea  root  is  also  used  for  this  purpose. 

French  Pharmaciens,  who  exhibit  the  greatest  skill  and  improve- 
ments in  that  (department  of  pharmacy  of  which  this  paper  treats, 
have  brought  the  process  of  capsulation  almost  to  perfection,  as  ex- 
ampled  by  the  manufactures  of  Raquin,  Clertan  and  Mathey  Caylus, 
in  which  copaiba  alone,  or  its  various  compounds  with  cubebs,  with 
astringents,  etc.,  the  turpentines,  ether,  essential  oils,  and  numerous 
other  substances,  are  enveloped  in  a  thin,  tasteless  and  inodorous 
covering  of  the  gluten  of  rye  flour,  of  a  size  favorable  to  easy  deglu- 
tition, and  yet  containing  a  sufficient  dose  of  each.  The  filling  of 
them  is  so  perfect  that  they  contain  no  air  bobbles,  and  the  empty 
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capsule  weighs  only  from  1|  to  2^  grains,  whereas  the  gelatin  cap- 
sule weighs  nearer  10  grains. 

The  empty  capsule,  another  French  idea,  although  now  made 
largely  in  this  country,  consists  of  two  short,  thin  cylinders  of  gelatin, 
closed  at  one  end,  and  sliding  one  over  the  other  at  their  open  ends. 
These  are  made  of  several  sizes,  and  all  that  is,  required  in  order  to 
use  them  is  to  fill  the  smaller  cylinder  with  the  medicine,  whether 
solid  or  liquid,  place  the  other  over  it,  and,  having  allowed  it  to  soft- 
en in  the  saliva,  it  is  as  easily  swallowed  as  a  morsel  of  bread. 

The  tasteless  French  wafer  is  another  method  of  taking  powders; 
they  are  made  white  and  tasteless,  diameter  about  3 J  inches,  and  are 
used  by  moistening  the  edges  of  the  wafer  with  saliva,  placing  the 
powder  in  the  centre,  and  folding  the  edges  over  the  centre;  thus 
enveloped,  the  medicine  is  taken  without  being  tasted. 

Numberless  methods  are  proposed  for  covering  the  taste  of  cod 
liver  oil,  none  of  which  are  so  simple  and  free  from  objection  as  that 
oi  chewing  some  bitter  substance,  as  orange  peal,  previous  to  taking 
the  dose.  Emulsions  of  cod  liver  oil  are  elegantly  prepared  by  means 
of  carbonate  of  potassa,  orange-flower  water  and  syrup.  Many  phy- 
sicians prescribe  cod  liver  oil  in  brandy,  which  tends  to  cover  its  taste 
and  aids  its  medicinal  action. 

Castor  oil  is  not  improved  in  medicinal  action  by  most  of  the  meth- 
ods used  to  disguise  it,  and  the  method  of  giving  it  floating  between 
spirit  and  water  is  doubtless  the  best,  which  is  as  follows:  in  a  proper 
cup  place  an  ounce  or  two  of  mint  water,  milk  or  cold  infusion  of 
coffee,  and  having  thoroughly  wet  the  sides  of  the  cup  with  it,  pour  the 
dose  of  oil  carefully  into  the  centre  of  it,  pour  upon  this  a  little  bran- 
dy or  any  agreeable  alcoholic  tincture;  the  oil  thus  prepared  cap  be 
swallowed  without  its  touching  the  mouth  at  all,  being  completely  en- 
veloped by  its  aqueous  and  alcoholic  vehicle.  The  essential  oil  of 
spearmint  possesses  the  power  of  covering  the  taste  of  copaiba,  in 
emulsions  of  that  substance,  in  a  remarkable  degree. 

Since  fluid  extracts  were  made  officinal  by  the  last  revision  of  the 
United  States  Pharmacopoeia,  the  number  of  plants  which  have  been 
found  eligible  when  used  in  that  form  has  greatly  increased.  Messrs. 
Tilden  &  Co.  now  prepare  over  one  hundred  varieties  of  fluid  extracts; 
they  have  the  advantage  of  being  concentrated  fluid  representations 
of  plants  with  but  little  alcohol ;  and  in  very  many  of  those  now  pre- 
served by  means  of  alcohol,  sugar  might  with  advantage  be  substi- 
tuted foi^  that  purpose. 
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Among  the  non-officinal  extracts,  those  of  arnica,  blackberry, 
cranesbill,  ginger,  buchn,  dandelion,  dandelion  and  senna,  hjoscyamns 
and  sarsaparilla  compound  I  consider  especially  eligible,  and  there  is 
no  doubt  but  that  there  are  many  other  plants  which  experience  will 
prove  to  be  most  valuable  in  the  form  of  flaid  extract. 

I  have  had  occasion  to  prepare,  during  the  past  year,  several  sat- 
urated tinctures,  as  some  physicians  think  them  less  variable,  and 
require  much  smaller  doses.  In  preparing  them  I  have  used  a  con- 
siderable excess  of  the  dried  material  over  and  above  the  amount  cal- 
culated that  the  menstrnum  can  exhaust.  This  method  is  wasteful, 
and  is  only  applicable  to  local  prescribing,  and  when  the  effects  of 
such  preparation  can  be  closely  watched. 

I  have  prepared  as  above,  saturated  tinctures  of  bloodroot,  bella* 
donna,  henbane,  lobelia,  digitalis,  conium,  etc. 

The  compound  tincture  of  cardamom  is  one  of  the  most  elegant  of 
adjuvants  to  mixtures  of  tinctures,  etc.,  known. 

Most  pharmaceutists  color  their  essences  or  alcoholic  solutions  of 
the  essential  oils  of  peppermint,  spearmint,  pennyroyal,  and  the  like, 
by  means  of  curcuma.  Now,  by  placing  a  small  portion  of  the  dried 
plant,  from  which  the  essential  oil  is  obtained,  into  the  solution  of 
oil  previous  to  filtration,  a  color  is  obtained  which  is  much  more  nat- 
ural. A  few  red  rose  leaves  impart  to  essence  of  wintergreen  a  more 
delicate  color  than  saunders  or  cochineal. 

The  infusion  of  rose  leaves  forms  a  judicious  addition  to  many  ex- 
temporaneous mixtures,  owing  to  its  power  of  disguising  taste,  and  to 
its  beautiful  color. 

The  modern  idea  of  preparing  extemporaneously,  and  taking  infu- 
sion of  quassia,  by  drinking  water  from  goblets  made  of  quassia  wood, 
has  already  become  obsolete. 

In  the  preparation  of  cinnamon  water,  the  essential  oil  of  the  true 
or  Ceylon  cinnamon  should  always  be  used,  as  it  produces  a  medicated 
water  of  delightful  flavor  and  agreeable  odor. 

Of  late  years  the  ligneous  portion  of  slippery  elm  bark,  which  is 
separated  when  this  bark  is  ground  from  the  mucilaginous  portion  by 
bolting,  has  been  used  much  for  cataplasms  in  place  of  linseed  meal, 
bread,  etc. ;  it  is  cleanly  and  sweet.  There  is  an  article  called  spongio 
piline,  imported  from  England,  made  of  a  mixture  of  wool  and  sponge 
attached  to  a  thin,  but  strong  sheet  of  rubber.  It  is  used  by  simply 
wetting  a  piece,  cut  to  the  size  wanted,  with  water,  (warm  or  cold;) 
the  impervious  rubber  keeps  tde  moisture  from  evaporating.    Infusion 
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of  tobacco,  belladonna,  or  any  anodyne  or  narcotic,  can  by  means  of 
this  substance  be  eligibly  applied  externally. 

Ointments  when  prepared  extemporaneoasly  upon  prescriptions, 
shonld  have  nsed  in  them,  as  a  yebicle  for  the  action  of  remedies,  only 
the  sweetest  of  lard  or  suet,  or  else  nse  perfumes  to  cover  any  disa- 
greeable odor  it  may  possess.  A  cerate  of  wax  and  oil,  the  nngnen- 
tam  aqna  rosse  and  glycerin  cerate,  are  eligible  vehicles  for  powerful 
substances  exhibited  in  ointment.  These  should  be  prepared  of  various 
degrees  of  hardness,  so  as  to  correspond  with  the  prepared  lard, 
spermaceti,  and  simple  cerate  of  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia. 

Cantharidin  tissne,  blistering  taffeta,  cantharidal  collodion,  solution 
of  cantharidin  in  oil,  solution  of  cantharidin  and  pure  gutta  perch^  in 
chloroform — all  these  form  new  and  popular  substitutes  for  the  ordi- 
nary blistering  cerate. 

I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  preparing  for  some  medical  friends  an 
embrocation  which  is  used  for  piles  in  place  of  the  nutgall  ointment  of 
the  Pharmacopoeia,  prepared  by  dissolving  one  half  drachm  of  hyd. 
ale.  extract  of  tobacco  and  one  half  drachm  of  tannin  in  two  fluid 
ounces  of  glycerin. 

Hat  case — a  sort  of  oil  cloth— forms  a  useful  article  in  spreading 
plasters;  it  is  very  flexible,  accommodating  itself  to  any  mequalities 
of  surface,  and  does  not  allow  the  material  spread  upon  it  to  penetrate 
its  substance  so  as  to  show  upon  the  reverse  side. 

It  seems  singular  that  Yallet's  mass  of  proto-carb.  iron  should  not 
be  more  generally  employed  in  place  of  many  other  more  expensive 
and  less  eligible  forms  in  which  iron  is  exhibited;  its  pleasant  taste, 
ready  acceptability  to  the  stomach,  and  eflBciency  even  in  small  doses, 
its  easy  preparation,  all  render  it  valuable  to  the  physician  and  profit- 
able to  the  pharmaceutist,  and  yet  there  are  but  comparatively  few 
pharmaceutists  who  prepare  it  at  all. 

Lactate  of  iron  is,  perhaps,  best  exhibited  in  the  lozenge  form. 
I  have  noticed  an  elegant  pastil  of  lactate  of  iron,  of  French  make, 
which  are  sold  by  importers. 

The  oil  or  butter  of  the  cocoa  nut  is  an  elegant  vehicle  for  the  prep- 
aration of  ointments,  on  account  of  its  snow-white  color  and  agreea- 
ble odor.     It  is  less  liable  to  become  rancid. 

The  butter  of  cocoa,  or  the  chocolate  nut,  is  used  sometimes  for 
enveloping  pills;  also  for  making  suppositories. 

Although  there  seems  to  be  much  difference  of  opinion  among  En- 
glish pharmaceutists  concerning  the  value  of  concentrated  infusions, 
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compared  with  those  prepared  by  the  officiDal  methods,  there  is  one 
thing  certain,  that  from  the  ease  with  which  the  concentrated  ones 
are  kept,  in  spite  of  their  not  becoming  officinal,  thej  will  be  thns 
inrepared  and  kept  bj  most  pharmaceutists. 

Of  all  saline  aperients  and  cathartics,  the  solution  of  citrate  of  mag- 
Dcaia  seems  to  hare  reached  the  popularity  due  to  it  as  the  most  agree- 
able CTer  invented.  Its  use  is  jet  somewhat  confined  to  the  larger 
towns  and  cities.  Though,  from  the  improTements  made  in  its  prep- 
aration, so  that  it  is  permanent,  it  can  be  kept  any  length  of  time 
and  easily  transported  to  any  part  of  the  country. 

A  dry  and  solnble  c! irate  of  magLe^ia,  prepared  after  the  method 
of  Robiqnet,  and  mixea  with  flaTored  sugar,  bi-carb.  soda  and  citric 
add,  forms  a  portable  and  exceedingly  present  aperient  salt  for  trar- 
ellers  to  carry. 

The  French  put  the  soluble  citrate  of  magnesia,  up  into  pastils,  each 
of  which  contains  one  gramme  of  the  salt. 

The  fluid  magnesia  of  Sir  James  Murray  is  easily  prepared  by  any 
pharmaceutist  possessed  of  an  apparatus  for  making  mineral  water. 
This  bi-carbonate  is  an  eligible  ant-acid,  much  used  by  the  £nglL<(h; 
it  is  aperient  in  large  doses,  its  cathartic  effect  being  enhanced  by 
drinking  it  with  a  portion  of  syrup  of  citric  acid,  by  which  a  portion 
of  the  bi-carbonate  is  converted  into  citrate  of  magnesia  with  the  es- 
cape of  abundance  of  carbonic  acid  gas;  it  is  drank  while  ef^nresdng. 
The  fluid  magnesia  is  recommended  as  a  vehicle  for  bitter  infnaons, 
covering  their  taste,  etc.  It  forms  an  elegant  ant-acid  and  stomachk 
cordial  for  infants — used  to  prevent  their  food  &om  turning  sour  upon 
their  stomachs,  and  as  a  gentle  carminative  in  place  of  solutions  of 
opium — when  prepared  by  adding  to  it  a  small  proportion  of  the  esseiit- 
tial  oil  of  anise,  caraway  and  fennel  dissolved  in  alcohol,  water  and 
tngar. 

The  French  administer  sulphur  internally  in  the  form  of  a  pastil, 
each  of  whidi  contains  10  grains  of  sublimed  sulphur. 

As  phosphorus  readily  dissolves  in  glycerin,  this  solvent  is  recom- 
Bended  as  a  fit  substance  in  which  to  exhibit  it. 

The  principal  objection  to  the  valerianates — their  odor — may  \m 
overcome  by  usii^  with  them  almost  any  highly-flavored  e^i^entiai  ofl. 
Oil  of  ganltheria  succeeds  well  among  others^ 

Numerous  other  ideas  suggest  theiaselves  to  Me  Ulttstrattve  of  the 
nbject  matter  of  this  arlid«»  b«t  tba  aMWil  mitlw  vans  me  to 
dote;  and,  in  condMiai^  I  «mH  MBMife^  tli^ 
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possesses  within  himself  the  ability  to  add  a  mite  or  more  to  the  gen- 
eral knowledge  of  our  profession,  and  that  it  is  his  duty  to  impart  that 
knowledge  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole;  and  while  it  seems  evident  that 
but  a  small  portion  of  the  inherent  skill  and  taste  of  the  American  is 
exhibited  in  perfecting  the  agreeability  of  our  pharmaceutical  prepar- 
ations, yet,  as  a  progress  in  this  department  of  our  art  is  daily  being 
made,  we  may  reasonably  hope,  at  no  distant  day,  to  successfully  rival 
the  productions  of  other  arts  and  professions  in  beauty  and  attrac- 
tiveness.—  From  the  proceedings  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Ass<y- 
dation^  1867. 


<  ^•^  > 


[From  the  Nashville  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Brief  Exhortations  to  "young  Physic."    Professional 

Morality  and  Religion. 

Most  regpectfully  and  affectionately  dedicated  to  the  Gradnates  at  the  Medi- 
cal Departments  of  the  Universities  of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  Loaisville, 
Kentucky.    By  J.  W.  Singleton,  M.D.,  Smithland,  Ky. 

Gentlemen — April  has  given  place  to  rose-tinted  May.  O'er  the 
grave  of  your  lately  departed  comrade  in  art  the  balmy  breezes  of 
spring  are  wafting  the  delightfal  incense  of  the  flowers.  Whenever 
you  would  be  sad,  a  thousand  memories  of  your  dead  brother  can  be 
called  up;  how  you  met  him  in  youth's  full  spring-tide  of  buoyant 
hope  and  joy;  how  the  attractive  influence  of  a  benign  science  kindly 
knit  your  kindred  minds  together;  how  the  spirit  of  a  virtuous  ambi- 
tion animated  your  souls  for  the  future  accomplishment  of  glorious 
ends.  But  one  of  your  noble  army  fell.  He  was  borne  to  his  parents, 
and  thence  to  the  church-yard.  A  young  man  has  fallen  !  It  might 
have  been  you  or  1 1  Think  of  it !  Alas  1  upon  what  a  little  cord 
does  this  our  probationary  life  hang !  He  gi'ew  and  budded  into 
promise,  but  death  prevented  his  bloom.  He  stood  upon  the  borders 
of  the  kingdom  of -medicine,  but  did  not  pass  through  the  land.  His 
trials  and  difficulties  are  now  over.  The  buflfets  of  fortune  and  the 
gauntlets  of  success  were  mercifully  designed  not  for  him.  Bend  low 
over  his  resting  place,  and  drop  tears  to  his  memory,  and  let  us  pray 
that  William  T.  Ford  has  gone  over  death's  dark  river  to  reach  the 
shores  of  immortality,  where  the  Great  Physician  reigns  as  King.  In 
contemplating  the  death  and  memory  of  your  late  companion,  we  are 
insensibly  led  to  the  consideration  of  the  ultimate  consequences  of  all 
our  actions  here,  whether  they  have  reference  to  life,  responsibility. 
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moml  aod  religioos;  to  their  bearing  upon  oarselTes  and  apon  societj, 
and  finallr  our  reward  or  punishment.  Hence  the  subject  of  the  fol- 
lowing exhortation  shall  be  ^* Professional  MoralUy  and  RdigwnT 

Lajing  abstruse  speculations  of  science  aside,  for  a  brief  period, 
and  addressing  oursekes  at  once  to  the  task,  I  wQl  beg  leare  to  state 
Uuit  I  do  not  belicTe  that  an  indiTidual,  howerer  well  educated  and 
enKghtened  be  maj  be,  who  is  not  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  good 
«fta»  is  wholly  eapadtated  to  practice  the  healing  art.  I  do  DOt 
draire  to  be  deemed  fanatical  on  this  point,  nor  would  your  humble 
exhoftn^  be  understood  as  saying  that  th«e  are  not  many  practioooen 
vKo  do  not  make  any  pretensiotts  to  goodness,  who  are  h^hly  sac- 
eeesM  in  a  general  sense.  The  deeds  of  mercy  enacted  by  such  mea 
afe  the  spontaneous  fhoucs  of  exalted  natnresy  whidi  could  eaaly 
beeome  assimilated  to  purer  and  higher  degrees  of  tbe  sooFs  adTaace- 
meat  into  regions  of  perpetual  and  erer  actire  hoiines^.  la  deed  aod  ta 
trvllL  So  &r.  then,  as  tiie  srood  mosiTes  of  oar  brethren  are  eoncefs- 
ed,  we  should  gtTe  them  all  the  credit  they  deserve^  and  eoforce.  by 
the  salutary  effects  of  precept  and  example^  a  ^autrt  of  j^js^f^sdim^ 
wlo!^  up  with  the  developmeots  of  that  preeiess  Tirtue  3l  ^^araairter 
whkh  '^  Taunted  not  itself^  I  call  upon  yoa  no  help  me  !a  enfardn^ 
tib»  idea  that  pereojual  screams  of  moraD[ty  and  religion  muse  perrade 
air  the  depactmencs  of  our  gloriuus  profession.  I  trosc  a  hearty 
response  will  ineTttably  foQow  sooner  or  later.  Our  second  prnpam- 
tvm  s^  that  a  sosnited  physicaQ«  who  is  either  noooriou&iy  mean  spir- 
ted, setfi^  cruel,  unfeeling,  obdnrace,  usoeachable.  bigoted,  proftne^ 
intemperate,  or  riocousv  is  doc  St  to  be  called  by  t±e  aame  af  Doctor. 
much  less  to  eo(joy  the  rewards  of  patronage.  The  man  who  is 
has  DO  affinity  for  our  science.  He  whose  soul  is  steeped  in  seifishm 
cannoc  leara  the  priiicipies  of  oniTersal  benevtilence,  inoeuiaced  by 
our  teachers  and  our  experience.  He  who  is  ^JTueL  and  unreeling  can 
never  deal  charitably  and  kindly  with  hissuder.ng  reilow  worm.  The 
obdurate  need  'TK^er  be  supplicated:  :Jie  unceachabie  cuid  bigtited  wn 
hftve  no  means  of  teaching.  Fr^ji^ity.  irunkennees  and  irreiigion  am 
proper  requisites  for  those  who  are  reckless  of  die  consequences  of 
their  own  ileeds^  and  the  jighest  qualifications  of  tiiose  who  are  '^alle^ 
to  praaue  the  profisions  of  the  *  dog  law.**  during  oog  oays^  and  m 
times  of  great  hydrophobia  excitement  The  **  fathen-*^  oi  our  van^ 
o«s  towns  and  citiia  would  dn  well  to  ampfcy  >»  snrfi  to  carry  owr 
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comfort  from  the  employment  in  such  cases  of  these  deplorable  libels 
on  the  profession. 

Society  and  the  law  are  both  so  constituted  that  there  are  hundreds 
of  peccadiloes  of  which  we  are  guilty,  that  laws  and  penalties  cannot 
reach.  Hence  it  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  moralist  to  endeavor  to  pluck 
up  by  the  roots  many  growing  evils,  which  seem  destined  to  become 
subjects  of  weighty  consideration  and  alarm.  Learmd  legislators  (?) 
fall  short  of  performing  their  whole  duty,  and  consequently  ridicule 
and  caricature  must  perform  the  work  left  undone.  Waiving  all  un^ 
necessary  explanations  to  our  purposes,  in  detail,  we  would  remark 
that  all  our  efforts  have  been  and  shall  be  for  the  good  of  the  order  to 
which  we  belong.  We  are  proud  of  our  motives,  and  now  leave  the 
members  of  the  art  to  judge  how  far  we  succeed  in  proving  our  faith 
by  our  works.  The  legitimate  science  of  medicme  is  our  delight,  and 
we  entertain  a  most  fraternal  regard  for  all  its  votaries.  There  is  no 
doubt  but  the  cause  has  many  pretenders  followers  in  it,  who  are  cal- 
culated to  do  it  great  discredit,  and  many  since  are  countenanced  in 
physicians,  which  public  opinion  ought  not  to  suffer.  In  advocating 
the  most  feasible  plans  for  the  amelioration  of  every  department  of  the 
very  complex  duties,  moralities  and  responsibilities  we  have  to  perform, 
adhere  to  and  discharge,  it  is  not  our  intention  to  be  offensive  to  any 
one,  however  "  the  shoe  may  happen  to  pinch.'^  We  shall  attack  sin 
in  whatever  shape  we  find  it,  regardless  of  the  consequences  to  our  hum- 
ble self,  but  none  the  less  charitable  to  our  friends.  The  disease  must 
be  mentioned,  the  remedies  pointed  out.  You  are  familiar  with  both. 
The  final  cure  must  be  brought  about  by  a  strict  adherence  to  the 
text,  that  perfect  morality  should  be  the  touch-stone  of  professional 
character.  Immorality  has  been  and  is  now  its  curse.  Religion  should 
be  its  ultimate  and  most  perfect  redemption.  Morality,  medicine  and 
religion  in  one  harmonious  whole,  a  blessed  trinity,  to  be  sustained  by 
the  uprightness  of  our  own  conduct  in  the  broadest  sense.  It  is  a 
theme  of  deep  regret  to  all  thinking,  sober-minded,  conscientious  physi- 
cians, that  so  many  glaring  and  hideous  faults  can  be  found  among 
those  whom  we  have  to  claim  as  belonging  to  our  own  family;  so 
many  prodigals  in  morals  and  outlaws  in  the  divine  economy.  Laying 
the  intrinsic  and  extrinsic  force  of  medical  learning  aside,  and  coming 
to  the  true  worth  of  personal  reputation  in  each  and  every  regard,  we 
cannot  help  arriving  at  the  conclusion  that  there  is  much  that  may  be 
done  towards  making  us  a  class  better  men  than  we  really  are  I  If  it 
tt  a  £ACt,  as  has  been  often  stated,  that  there  is  a  natural  aristocracy-— > 
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the  aristocracy  of  nature,  of  mind,  and  heart — with  whom  it  is  almost 
next  to  impossible  to  mix  with  mean  and  baser  things,  why  then  we 
should  seek  to  become  affiliated  with  such  and  exalted  ideal,  and  claim 
the  prerogative  though  we  may  not  be  entitled  to  the  right.     But 
mark,  in  such  usurpation  (if  such  it  be)  we  are  of  necessity  bound  to  ex- 
hibit some  aristocratic  qualifications  to  enable  us'to  occupy  the  position, 
without  being  questioned  as  to  the  exercise  of  the  privileges  thereto 
belonging.     The  foregoing  process  of  reasoning,  we  are  aware,  is  falla- 
cious so  far  as  the  act  of  usurping  is  concerned.     Every  gentleman  has 
it  in  his  power  to  remain  a  gentleman,  or  by  the  moral  influence  of  his 
own  principles  aud  actions,  good  or  bad,  to  exalt  or  lower  himself  in 
his  own  and  in  the  general  estimation.     There  is  that  much  talked  of 
state  of  endless  progression  in  gentility,  which  every  man  with  a  sound 
mind  and  a  pure  heart  can  have  the  beneiit  of.     It  is  strikingly  mani- 
fested in  the  life,  character  and  services  of  a  professional  man.     It  is 
along  a  straight  road,  in  gentle  and  easy  st;v^es  of  decency  and  virtue, 
with  here  and  there  fruits  for  the  exercise  of  mercy,  charity,  good  will, 
love  to  God  and  man,  and  the  final  stopping  place  in  that  ''  house  not 
made  with  hands."     As  a  warning,  there  may  be  rocky  precipices  to 
cross,  steep  hills  to  overcome,  and  difficulties  to  encounter  before  we 
reach  our  last  home.     We  may  be  tempted,  and.  we  may  fall.     Gold 
may  lure  us  down  some  embankment,  and,  having  become  so  delighted 
with  our  newly-found  treasure,  we  may  express  the  wish  that  Midas 
made,  and  enjoy  the  fulfilment — wrap  ourselves  up  in  self — instead  of 
being  a  living  benefaction  to  the  world  of  mankind.     In  a  few  words, 
we  may  become  rich  and  heartless,  when,  as  we  have  the  means,  we 
should  have  the  will  to  do  all  in  our  power  towards  making  our  fellows 
happy  and  contented  around  us.     Cruel,  unkind,  unfeeling  in  our  daily 
administrations,  in  endeavoring  to  do  a  "  land  office  business,"  our  lust 
of  money  may  be  so  great  as  to  make  us  measure  the  flight  of  time  by 
the  periodical  reception  of  fees,  and  calculate  the  interest  on  the 
amount  of  our  information.     Opulent  in  the  extreme,  the  trembling 
representative  of  poverty  and  affliction  knocks  at  our  door  and  finds 
us  "  not  at  home."     Emboldened  by  former  success,  and  the  confidence 
generally  placed  in  us,  we  can  kill  or  cure  as  we  like,  according  to 
changing  whim  or  caprice,  therms  money  in  it  anyhow.     Ever  obdurate 
to  the  calls  of  indigence  and  destitution,  unteachable  to  the  useful  les- 
sons to  be  learned   in  our  art  every  day,  and  purse-proud  bigots  for 
whom  humanity  has  really  no  use  but  to  shun  and  detest.     Yet 
''  wealth,  age,  and  experience,"  with  turtle-shell  avarice,  promenades  the 
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haunts  of  society,  well  clothed,  well  fed,  and  with  his  pockets  crammed 
foil;  while  liberal,  industrious,  meritorious  poverty  stands  shaking  in 
the  cold,  without  at  the  gate  !  In  a  few  years  Dives  takes  his  de^ 
parture.  Dollars,  halves  and  quarters  were  his  sun,  moon  and  stars, 
while  he  was  daintily  and  richly  provisioned  from  the  cream  and  fatness 
of  the  land.  Lazarus  comes  forth  to  feast  his  fill.  Dives  retires  from 
the  stage  of  action, 

**  Unwept,  unhonored  and  unsung." 

But  there  is  danger  of  even  Lazarus  becoming  another  Dives.  Beware 
of  this  I  It  is  a  matter  of  profound  satisfaction  that  such  cases  are 
few  and  far  between  "  with  the  votaries  of  physic.  Would  to  heaven 
there  were  none  on  this  earth,  and  particularly  in  the  ranks  of  medi- 
cine. The  man  who,  having  amassed  wealth  and  gained  honor  by  his 
pursuit,  who  becomes  dead  to  every  emotion  of  love,  except  the  love 
of  filthy  lucre ;  whose  bowels  of  compassion  never  yearn  with  tender, 
maternal  sympathy  for  his  patient,  worthy,  struggling  brother,  has 
failed  to  fulfil  the  end  of  his  creation.  The  man  who  looks  with  jeal- 
ousy and  suspicion  upon  the  efforts  of  a  young  man  to  use  and  prove 
his  usefulness,  the  man  who  attempts  to  "  throw  cold  water  "  upon  his 
earnest  enthusiasm,  and  endeavors  to  check  his  advance,  such  a  man 
must  be  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  meanness  unfit  to  hold  its  habitation 
in  the  warm  breast  of  a  man.  You,  then,  my  brothers,  are  destined  to 
become  lights  to  your  day  and  generation,  if  you  will  only  realize  at 
once  the  character  of  the  opposition  you  are  bound  to  meet,  and  wholly 
disregard  it.  If  you  will  consider  that  one-half  of  the  world  is  jealous 
of  the  other  half.  Your  talents  may  be  envied,  but  recollect  that  envy 
and  detraction  are  poor  instruments  for  the  attainment  of  noble  under- 
takings and  bright  names.  Resolve  yourselves  into  a  committee  of 
"  ways  and  means,"  to  do  away  with  all  of  the  mean  ways  belonglDg 
to  our  flock.  Regulate  your  conduct  according  to  the  most  elevated 
dictates  of  professional  morality  and  religion.  Let  it  be  your  morality 
to  do  right,  and  your  religion  to  reward  those  who  do  so. 

We  propose  briefly  to  glance  at  the  subject  of  'profanity  as  connected 
with  our  brethren  of  medicine.  In  doing  so  it  is  not  our  purpose  to 
question  the  existence  of  good  n^otives  in  many  who  indulge  in  this 
most  unnecessary  and  least  excusable  sin.  To  those  with  whom  we 
are  so  intimately  associated  in  the  pleasing  relations  of  a  world-wide 
science,  it  is  oar  design  in  all  things  to  consider  the  practical  applica- 
tion of  sound  doctrine,  precept  and  example.    Starting  out  npon  the 
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belief  that  physicians  as  a  cUuss  should  be  among  the  best  of  men,  we 
have  tried  to  make  all  oar  arguments  consistent  with  that  original 
&ith  and  hope.  Alas  I  how  frequently  are  blackguardism  and  the  most 
UD^odly  profanity  mixed  up  with  those  tender  offices  and  attentions, 
in  the  excellence  and  mercifulness  of  which  we  should  be  entitled  to 
hold  companionship  with  **  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect,"  as  minis- 
tering angels  sent  to  cheer  the  dark  valley  of  distress,  or  to  scatter  the 
emblems  of  consolation  along  the  tear-marked  pathway  of  this  life. 
How  often  is  it  that  we  hear  the  yarn  oath  ascending  to  the  ''  Record- 
ing Secretary"  above,  even  from  the  lips  of  the  physician,  and  from 
the  house  of  afiSiction.  He  forgets  his  connection  with  a  high  and 
holy  profession.  He  forgets  that  his  own  case  is  unlike  ''Unde 
Toby's."  There  his  oath  will  remain  against  him.  There  is  no  white- 
winged  angel  of  mercy  to  blot  it  our. 

We  are  of  those  who  beHeve  that  a  ''  special  providence"  has  all  to 
do  with  this  terrestrial  existence  that  the  most  zealous  advocates  o[  the 
idea  contend  for.  He  may  indeed  work  through  the  laws  of  natnTe, 
as  some  hold  that  nature  is  God  and  God  is  nature.  We  do  not 
endorse  the  latter  position  on  the  whole,  but  only  so  far  as  it  may  not 
exclude  the  daily  manifestations  of  a  special  influence  over  God's 
children.  True  it  is  that,  by  the  violation  of  either  the  laws  of  nature 
or  the  moral  law,  we  must  surely  incur  a  penalty  sooner  or  later.  Yet 
it  is  nevertheless  demonstrable  that  even  in  the  conmionest  passing 
events  of  our  lives  we  see  the  manifest  workings  of  an  invisible  power, 
and  it  is  nowhere  more  clearly  shown  than  in  health,  sickness^  and  re> 
ooTery.  Health,  the  equilibrium  of  natural  laws  in  ourselves,  workii^ 
harmoniously;  sickness,  a  disturbance  of  that  harmony;  recovery,  the 
combined  result  of  t^  recuperative  powers,  of  nature  aided  by  agents 
employed  to  remove  any  obstruction  there  may  exist  to  the  fidl  restch 
ration  of  harmony  in  the  vital  economy.  Providence  the  great  origi- 
nator— sdenoe  the  means.  *'  Aid  nature,  it  is  all  the  wise  can  do.'' 
Death,  the  penalty  of  vidated  laws,  dissolution  of  soul  and  body, 
"  ashes  to  ashes,  and  dust  to  dust"  The  elements  of  the  frail  body  go 
back  to  their  native  beds,  and  the  immortal  to  give  an  account.  How 
fiur,  then,  our  remedies  have  conspired  to  pat  off  the  &tal  day,  and,  in 
qpite  of  the  many  influences  which  generate  disease,  to  sustain  the  mddj 
glow  and  buoyancy  oi  health,  science  has  enaUed  us  lo  decide  com- 
paratively. We  look  at  those  treated  and  tkMwe  not  treated.  We 
compare  those  treated  after  certain  kHi94aiowa  aad  welKeslablislied 
methods,  and  those  treated  accQKdiog  to  ucsrtansfKdM  8 jslenBL  Ihb 
fesoltishj^y8atiB6ictogjtothsiiiUi%ii1  ilwiiaiaitiiii^  the  Mamie, 
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Legitimacy  has  b^en  voted  the  attribute  of  the  gods  I  But  of  what 
does  this  conclusion  admonish  us  ?  Why,  most  emphatically  it  proves 
that  God  is  in  science  and  a  rational  philosophy,  and  by  his  means  we 
are  often  allowed  to  perform  "  miracles  of  cure."  We  believe  that  our 
Great  Father  works  with  us  in  our  profession  and  in  our  ministrations, 
when  our  hearts  and  minds  "keep  step  with  the  music  of  the  union^' 
of  everything  good,  pure,  noble,  and  exalted  in  our  own  characters  and 
actions.  Then  it  is  that  the  especial  favor  of  success  rests  and  abides 
with  us  m  all  our  movements.  If  this  reasoning  is  correct,  how  incon- 
sistent is  moral  depravity  with  our  office.  Why  do  not  those  who  pro- 
fess to  practice  physic  on  the  most  scientific  principles,  acknowledge 
the  proper  reliance,  and  seek  to  be  in  communion  with  that  high 
power  ?  How  can  they  consistently  become  identified  with  the  works 
of  the  Devil  ?  How  can  they  be  participants  in  some  of  the  worst  im- 
moralities ?  The  gambling  hells,  the  drinking  sewers,  and  dens  of  in- 
famy should  never  be  the  means  of  corrupting  one  of  these  ministers 
of  mercy;  nor  should  they  ever  call  in  question  the  existence  of  the 
Supreme  Being  either  in  word  or  deed.  With  all  the  boasted  at- 
tributes of  science,  it  is  nothing  if  God  is  not  in  it.  He  it  is  who 
makes  us  brave  to  accomplish  our  purposes.  How  can  we  consistently 
hope  for  a  blessing  upon  our  labors  when  we  daily  and  hourly  profane 
his  holy  name  ?  He  can  make  us  strong  to  battle  against  disease  and 
pestilence.  He  has  given  us  intellects  to  conceive  our  duties  and  hands 
to  perform  them;  then  we  should  avoid  all  manner  of  sin  and  vice,  and 
every  appearance  of  evil,  and  keep  ourselves  in  constant  communion 
with  Him.  Recollect  that  he  who  indulges  in  vicious  practices  robs 
himself  of  the  necessary  ability  and  moral  influence  of  doing  good. 
Mark  this.  If  our  religion  is  a  holy  one,  let  the  priests  who  minister 
at  *  the  altar  preserve  the  purity  of  unblemished  character,  else  our 
teachings  shall  be  vain  and  ministrations  unfruitful.  It  was  remarked 
by  one  of  the  fathers  in  medicine,  that  through  a  long  and  arduous  prac- 
tice of  his  art,  he  never  suffered  himself  to  begin  the  duties  of  the  day, 
without  having  first  entered  his  closet  and  prayed  that  God  would  guide 
and  direct  his  administrations  to  the  sick.  Another  disciple  of  the 
healing  art  confessed  that  he  never  gave  a  dose  of  medicine  without 
praying  at  the  bedside  for  a  blessing  of  divine  providence  upon  its  ac- 
tion. His  prayer  was — "  if  the  potion  did  iwt  do  goodj  not  to  let  it  do 
ha/rmr  Here  is  a  good  lesson  taught  practitioners  generally.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  many  have  long  since  profited  by  it.  That  constant 
and  unwavering  belief  in  the  existence  of  the  supreme  architect  of  the 
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oniyerse,  the  snstainer  of  our  proudest  sciences,  and  the  guardian  of 
His  chUdren,  over  whom  He  watches  in  love,  gentleness,  mercy  and 
justice.  God  in  onr  science,  our  minds  and  hearts,  and  remedies. 
Qlorioos  reflection  I  Glorious  faith  I  Let  ns  prepare  and  pnrify  our- 
adves  for  the  fidl  reception  of  the  glorious  idea !  Such  flEuth  should 
never  be  mixed  up  with  profanity  and  wickedness;  blackguardism  has 
no  part  with  it.  The  dirine  inflatus  is  complete  in  moral  perfection;  it 
is  the  soul  to  the  body,  the  quickening  fire  of  scientific  minds,  which 
have  deigned  to  bless  mankind.  Then  eschew  profanity  I  AUior  vice 
<^  every  grade  !  Give  them  both  the  levitical  shoulder.  Make  yoor- 
adyes  braye  in  the  sacred  cause  of  yirtue,  in  making  men  and  women 
better  fircMU  your  counsels  and  examples.  Live  a  life  of  morality  and 
rdigion.  Let  your  pride  and  ambition  be  based  upon  the  practical  and 
general  utility  of  your  mission.  Your  name  above  so^iicion,  your 
charities  dealt  out  with  the  most  disinterested  bencTolence. 

(T\»  be  eoadaded  in  omr  next.] 


BTHUP  OF  THE  SUPER-PHOSPHATE  OF  IROH. 

By  Alexandsk  Ctsbmak. 

Tfie  y^  fayOTable  mention  made  in  the  Eurcqpean  Medical  Jooin- 
alsy  of  this  new  remedy,  induced  some  of  our  physicians  to  send  out 
daring  the  past  year,  and  obtain  a  suj^y,  for  the  pnipoee  of  testing 
its  ^fects. 

The  result  was  so  far  satisfiustory,  that  many  others  wished  to  in- 
troduce it  in  their  practice,  and  the  English  supply  being  exhai^ed,  I 
foood  it  necessary  ta  prepare  it  myself,  which  I  did,  acctMrding  to  the 
formnla  of  Mr.  Greenii^  of  London,  as  specified  in  the  F.  S.  Dis- 
pensatory, nodor  the  vticle  on  Ferri  I^ioephatL  A  papor  in  die 
Anmcan  Me<fical  Gazette,  for  January,  also  broc^t  it  more  geno^ 
aDy  before  the  ptokesioa  here,  and  it  a{^9ears  to  be  attracting  mnxh 
attention  whereyer  it  is  hear^  of.  Hitherto  the  iNreci[»tated  pho»> 
ptete  of  iron  has  been  but  littk  employed,  owing  to  its  repolscfe 
eokHT;  but  when,  as  at  {wesent,  it  is  dissolyed  in  an  excess  of  phospho- 
lie  acidy  and  formed  with  sugar  into  a  dear  white  sjrup^  as  inyiting 
tD  tiie  eye  as  agreeable  to  the  taste,  there  is  reason  to  anticipate  that 
its  use  will  become  yery  popular. 

A  carefdi  and  somewhat  trooMesome  maufwlaliott  is  requisite  im 
te  I^epara^on  of  this  syrap,  in  otdet  to  pcodam  a  perfect  remh. 
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Tbere  is  a  strong  tendency  to  reaction  between  the  sugar  and  the 
acid,  which  will  sometimes  caase  a  precipitation  of  the  iron,  some- 
tiffles  a  granulation  of  the  sngar,  and  sometimes  a  partial  decomposi* 
tion  of  the  latter,  resolting  in  a  reddish  or  brown  color,  more  or  less 
dark.  Experience  and  care  in  regulating  the  heat  only  will  prevent 
these  accidents.  When,  however,  once  perfectly  formed,  there  is  no 
tendency  to  decomposition,  as  it  is  not  affected  by  the  atmosphere  or 
by  light,  nor  does  it  show  any  disposition  to  ferment.  The  variable 
quality  of  the  phosphoric  acid  of  the  shops,  is  also  a  fact  to  be  guard* 
ed  against.  Out  of  twenty-three  parcels  which  I  have  examined,  only 
fonr  have  proved  to  be  of  standard  strength.  That  this  is  no  unusual 
ease,  may  be  seen  by  comparing  the  following  analyses,  showing  the 
pr(^ortions  of  Anhydrous  acid  and  water  in  the  specimens  examined 
by  four  different  authors: 

Rose.                  Pellet.           Duloog.         BerthoL 
P.0».                92.7—90.52  ....  81.45  ....  82.92  ....   15 
H.O.  7.3—  9.48   ....   12.55  17.08 25 

If  the  acid  used  is  not  of  sufficient  strength  to  dissolve  the  phos- 
phate of  iron  immediately,  it  forms  an  insoluble  white  compound, 
probably  the  tribasic  phosphate  which  cannot  be  made  use  of.  On 
the  other  hand,  an  over  excess  of  acid  renders  the  resulting  syrup 
disagreeably  sour,  and  of  course  gives  an  uncertainty  to  the  prepara- 
tion which  should  not  exist,  besides  increasing  the  likelihood  of  de- 
composition in  the  sugar.  Each  new  parcel  of  acid  should  therefore 
be  tested  before  use,  to  determine  the  exact  amount  required  to  neu- 
tralize a  given  quantity  of  the  precipitate  phosphate,  before  proceed- 
ing to  make  up  any  large  amount. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  in  this  connection,  to  quote  a  few  of  the  cases 
given  under  the  authority  of  Greenish,  as  showing  the  peculiar  class 
of  diseases  in  which  the  super-phosphate  of  iron  has  been  successfully 
administered  in  England. 

"  Case  1. — A  University  student,  very  weak,  emaciated,  with  loss 
of  appetite,  diarrhoea  followed  by  obstinate  constipation  of  frequent 
occurrence,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  loss  of  memory,  countenance  sal- 
low, frequent  headache,  which  would  continue  for  hours,  and  quite 
incapacitate  him  from  mental  exertion.  The  syrup  of  the  super-phos- 
phate of  iron  was  prescribed  three  times  a  day.  In  about  ten  days 
he  expressed  himself  to  be  an  altered  man;  the  headache  had  not  re- 
curred, his  appetite  improved,  his  strength  was  greatly  increased— in- 
deed, in  about  a  month  he  was  perfectly  well,  and  was  enabled  to 
compete,  and  successfully  so,  for  several  prizes  which  in  his  former 
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state  would  haye  been  quite  impossible.    He  has  continaed  well  ey^ 
since. 

"Case  2. — A  jonng  lady  had  for  some  time  suffered  greatly  from 
painful  and  defective  menstroation;  her  general  aspect  was  palid,  with 
a  marked  green  tinge.  There  was  great  pain  and  a  sensation  of  sink- 
ing in  the  back,  with  copious  lencorrhoeal  discharge,  great  headache, 
especially  in  the  erect  position  or  walking.  For  these  reasons,  she 
was  nnwilling  to  exert  herself;  she  complained  much  of  languor,  and 
it  was  said  by  those  acquainted  with  her,  that  of  late  she  bad  become 
yery  dull  of  apprehension;  she  had  no  appetite,  could  not  take  animal 
food,  and  what  she  did  take  always  laid  heayy  on  her  stomach;  con- 
stipation was  always  more  or  less  present,  except  when  she  took  • 
powerful  purgatives,  which  very  much  weakened  her.  The  syrup  was 
prescribed  in  doses  of  a  teaspoonfnl  three  times  a  day.  In  about  a 
week  she  was  much  improved,  and  by  the  end  of  a  month  the  menses 
recurred  without  pain,  and  in  larger  quantity  than  she  had  seen  for 
weeks.  From  that  time  all  her  disagreeable  symptoms  had  disap- 
peared, and  she  has  continued  well  ever  since. 

"  Case  3. — A  young  man,  suffering  from  carious  softening  of  one  of 
the  bones  of  the  wrist,  and  who  had  been  long  under  medical  treat- 
ment, as  a  last  resource  was  recommended  to  take  the  syrup  of  super- 
phosphate of  iron.  He  did  so  with  the  greatest  success.  The  wrist 
was  subsequently  injured  a  second  time  in  playing  cricket,  and  the 
disease  recurred;  he  was  again  ordered  to  take  the  syrup  of  the  super- 
phosphate of  iron,  and  the  disease  was  again  arrested,  and  the  use  of 
the  wrist  completely  restored  in  a  short  time. 

"Case  4. — A  child,  two  years  of  age,  was  affected  with  weak 
imkles,  and  to  such  an  extent  that  his  walking  powers  were  mate- 
rially interfered  with;  his  feet  turned  in  and  upon  themselves  contin- 
ually. The  syrup  was  suggested  and  tried,  and  in  the  course  of  a  very 
short  time  the  ancles  appeared  to  have  acquired  much  power,  the  child 
being  enabled  to  walk  perfectly,  uprightly,  and  firmly  upon  them;  the 
case,  indeed,  progressed  to  a  perfect  cure  in  about  a  month." 

These  cases  tend  to  establish  the  truth  of  the  theory,  that  the  waste 
of  nervous  efnergy  and  menial  poiJoet  occurring  in  many  diseased  states 
of  the  system,  arises  from  a  deficiency  of  phosphorus  and  iron  in  the 
tissues  of  the  brain  and  nerves,  which  this  preparation  is  calculated  to 
supply  most  promptly  and  adequately,  presenting  those  substances,  as 
it  does,  in  a  state  of  chemical  combination  most  easily  assimilated  by 
the  blood. 
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It  is  certainly  known  that  iron  and  phosphoros  are  among  the  most 
important  constituents  of  the  body. 

.''The  brain  consists  essentially  of  phosphoric  acid  and  oil,  and  a 
doe  proportion  of  the  first  is  necessary  to  the  integrity  of  the  mental 
functions.  Iron  exists  in  the  blood  as  a  phosphate,  but  the  digestive 
powers  are  sometimes  so  weakened  that  they  cannot  assimilate  other  prep* 
arations  of  iron^  and  convert  them  into  the  phosphate  required J^  "  la 
some  cases  of  weakness  the  amount  of  the  phosphates  excreted  is  so 
much  greater  than  that  contained  in  the  food  taken,  that  the  phosphates 
of  the  living  tissues  are  preyed  upon  for  a  supply^  especially  the  brain, 
the  richest  in  phosphorus  of  all  the  organs.  Hence  madness,  Zd^ss  of 
memory ^  and  various  other  disorders  of  the  mental  organization. 

"  As  in  tubercular  disease  the  fatty  tissues  are  preyed  upon,  and 
cod-liver  oil,  and  other  highly  carbonized  substances,  have  proved 
useful  in  supplying  the  waste,  so  there  are  cases  where  the  super-phos- 
phate of  ^ron  may  act  in  a  similar  manner,  by  giving  directly  to  the 
system  the  amount  of  phosphorus  and  iron  necessary  to  prevent  any 
injurious  over-drain,  and  allowing  time  for  recuperation  by  the  natural 
forces." 

The  proportions  of  the  syrup  used  in  the  above  case,  as  of  that  pre- 
pared by  myself,  are  forty  grains  of  the  phosphate  of  iron  to  each 
fluid  ounce  of  syrup.  This  gives  the  full  dose  of  five  grains  of  phos- 
phate to  the  teaspoonful,  or  fluid  drachm.  Its  effects,  as  I  have  been 
informed  by  several  of  the  physicians  who  have  already  tried  it,  are 
remarkably  prompt  in  this  dose.  For  children  it  is  sometimes  diluted 
with  two  or  three  times  its  bulk  of  simple  syrup  flavored  with  orange- 
flower  water,  or  with  ginger  or  some  agreeable  fruit  syrup.  All  the 
bitter  and  astringent  tinctures  and  infusions  unite  with  it  without  de- 
composition, so  far  as  I  have  tried  them,  so  that  tincture  of  cinchona, 
rhatany,  &c.,  may  be  prescribed  with  it  in  any  desired  proportion. 
Ad;i  to  these  facts  that  it  does  not  injure  the  teeth  or  blacken  the 
stools,  and  it  presents  advantages  simply  as  an  eligible  mode  so  ad- 
ministering iron,  apart  from  the  theoretical  claims  adduced  above, 
which  must  give  it  a  high  place. — Am.  Druggists'  Circular. 


[From  the  Nashville  Jour,  of  Med.  &  Surg.] 
DR.  DRAKE. 


We  copy  the  following  from  the  pen  of  the  late  Dr.  Drake  for  an 
object.     It  were  strange  indeed  if  we  should  do  bo  without  one.    Since 
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the  deaUi  of  Dr.  Drake,  our  own  great  men  refer  to  him  as  the  "  ilku- 
trioos/'  while  British  writers  bestow  npon  him  the  title  of  tiie  "  Ameii- 
oan  HippocJrates."  The  following  letter  from  Cincinnati  to  his  col- 
leagoes  of  Louisville,  and  intended  for  the  pages  of  their  joomal,  is 
mot  the  efbrrescence  of  yonth,  bat  the  prodnct  of  a  mind  that  had 
been  maturing  for  sixty-two  years.  To  those  whose  tend^  conscience 
and  tenderer  feet  force  them  to  shndder  at  allosions  to  practices 
among  those  whom  the  world  insist  npon  calling  physicians,  and  lima 
bring  upon  themselves  snspicion  that  they  have  a  spedes  of  reversionaxj 
interest  in  the  respectability  of  irregularity,  and  who  insist  that  it  is 
iM>t  "dignified^  to  speak  of  these  things,  we  beg  to  commend  the  fol- 
lowing lucubrations  of  the  chief  of  American  Physicians: 

GiKcnrNAn,  Sept.  15,  1846. . 

QUACKERY. 

The  Queen  Ci^  seems  to  have  prostituted  herself  to  thi  foul  eat- 
braces  of  empiricism.  Behold  the  gorgeous  and  glittmng  TEMPLB 
OF  QUACKERY.  On  its  dome  there  sports  a  gigantic  black  snake^ 
fit  emblem  of  cunning;  and  a  silly  coot  (stUl  fitter  emblem  of  credulity,) 
|B  fluttering  into  the  opening  jaws  of  the  wily  fadnator.  Let  us  enter 
the  upper  halls  oi  the  mansion  oi  imposture. 

Turn  to  the  east;  there  is  the  den  of  the  **Brfarmed  Midical  Col- 
kge  of  Okio/^  where  doctors  are  manufoctured  out  of  the  raw  materiaL 
(N.  B.  The  wool  may  be  either  coarse  or  fine,  Uack,  white  or  gray: 
the  rolls  warranted  equaUy  good  and  of  tiie  same  size.)  Now  turn  to 
the  west;  th^re  is  the  den  of  the  rival  ''JEdedic  Medkal  ImstihUe/'  whose 
lathe  can  turn  dunces  into  doctors,  and  not  destroy  the  natural  graiK 
of  the  wood !  The  winrthies  who  labcnr  in  these  precious  establishments 
agree  in  one  thing  only,  that  of  slandering  the  regular  profession;  ba* 
yond  this,  they  show  their  impartiality  by  vilifying,  that  is,  telling  tke 
truth  on  each  other.  I  am  meditating  a  plan  by  which  to  gire  a  new 
inpulse  to  their  hon<»rable  emulation.  It  is  my  good  fortune  to  pos* 
sess  the  only  copy,  in  America,  of  a  rare  book  of  1200  pages^  pabfiskh 
ed  in  London,  in  1693,  under  the  following  comprehensive  title: 

"  SeflasUm:  the  Cov^pUte  EngUsA  Fkysician;  or,  the  Druszis^s  Skof 
Ofemed.  ErpHcaivng  all  the  particulars  of  which  medicims  ai  this  doff 
art  ctmposed  and  made.  Showing  their  various  names  and  natures, 
their  severai  virtues,  freforations,  WKS  and  dom^  a$  thef  are  offUcahie 
t»  the  wheie  art  trf'fhpnc^ 
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€ess€s,  A  work  of  exceeding  use  to  all  sorts  of  men,  of  what  quality  or 
profession  soever;  the  like  not  hitherto  extant.  In  ten  hooks.  By  Wil- 
UAH  Salmon,  Professor  of  Physic,  near  Holbarn  Bridge,  Loadoq. 
Malta  multuraque." 

2^ow,  the  possession  of  this  scarce  and  extraordinary  work,  by  eith^ 
the  Reformed  College  or  the  Eclectic  Institute,  would  at  once  esta;b- 
lish  its  supremacy  over  the  other;  and  I  hereby  offer  it  as  a  premiom 
to  the  one  which  can  in  the  shortest  time  transform  a  hostler  into  a 
doctor;  the  prize  to  be  adjudged  by  a  committee  of  gentlemen. 

Let  us  descend  to  an  other  floor  of  the  temple.  Here,  in  an  out-of- 
the-way  corner,  is  the  steamert.  But  how  deserted  I  Its  fires  are 
fimouldering,  and  the  distillery  of  "No.  6"  dribbles  only  guttatim;  and 
yet  the  supply  is  equal  to  the  demand.  Compelling  a  sick  girl  to 
drink  a  quart  of  lobelia  and  then  a  gill  of  the  tincture  of  red  pepper 
in  a  single  night,  while  lying  surrounded  wi|h  ears  of  boiled  com,  and 
winding  up  in  the  morning  with  a  dose  of  No.  3,"  is  no  longer  the 
fashion:  such  methods  of  curing  an  inflammation  of  the  brain  or  stom- 
ach are  now  condemned  by  the  Court  of  Empiricism;  and  it  has  been 
discovered  that  a  very  different  plan  should  be  pursued.  Let  us  enter 
tiie  magazine  where  the  new  munitions  are  elaborated.  But  hold! 
We  can^t  get  inl  It's  a  mere  closet,  with  tiny  boxes,  and  pills  of  the 
size  of  a  •  millet  seed  at  the  end  of  a  dry  summer.  A  millionth 
of  a  graiq  of  the  extract  of  aconitum  napellus  in  each  box.  A 
tenth  of  the  ten  millionth  of  a  drop  of  the  juice  of  atropa  belladonna 
in  that  little  vial.  One  pill  in  the  morning,  and  one  drop  of  the  solu- 
tion at  night!  No  more  steam  polypharmacy!  No  more  drenching, 
stuffing,  and  pistoning  with  herbs  and  roots.  That  was  all  very  vulgar 
— this  is  very  refined:  suited  to  the  character  and  constitutions  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen — the  learned  and  intellectual — above  all,  to  the 
convenience  of  clergymen  and  pious  ladies — whose  pocket  magazines 
will  enable  them  to  dispense  to  the  poor,  and  to  such  of  the  rich  as 
may  be  ashamed  to  visit  the  temple  of  quackery.  Thus  will  the  bless- 
ings of  HOMOEOPATHY,  like  honey  dew,  fall  equally  on  the  leaves 
of  the  towering  yellow  poplar — softest  of  trees,  and  the  humble  elder 
— greenest  of  shrubs. 

But  let  us  pass  on  to  another  kennel.  Its  walls  and  ceiling  and 
floor  are  wet  and  cold ;  but  don't  feel  afraid  to  enter.  You  may  have 
pleurisy,  or  rheumatism,  or  consumption;  but  "never  mind" — sit  down 
and  receive  the  cold  douche,  or  lie  down  and  wrap  yourself  in  the  cold 
and  dripping  sheet.     "Steam"  and  hot "  chunks"  used  to  be  the  proj^ 


4114  THE    AMERICAN 


nn«u'«)ioi<.  but  \\w  collo^o  of  qimoks  has  made  a  new  degree.  In  the 
dwrn  of  Molivn\  it  could  only  transfer  the  liver  from  the  right  side  to 
tho  lofl  8oml  rvnuul  tho  book  ot  HYDRorATHT.  Let  vonr  friends  be 
wurniHl  atT^iUsSt  all  familr  physioiaus — all  regular  doctors,  with  their 
inMautio  prv^'SvTipii.Mis  ami  long  bills!  l>e  equally  on  your  guard 
i^:«i«<i  homvro|\«iihy.  Ucly  on  water  only  and  alone.  Nothing  can 
Uto  v.;r*^A  w.-itor    «ud  nothing  can  die  u'i^i  it. 

ln\i;  wo  mu^C  wove  on  to  the  next  kennel,  and  a  venr  senteel  and 
qutv't  s**  vvv  u  i^  l.vvk  at  the  $;:up*icity  ^.f  its  fur:i::iire — a  chair  and 
a  ^^tW  Nv»  5t;ea«\  l\^t*;# — no  oold  water  bate.? — co  •3;rs  ot  Xo.  oT 
vv»;  evyv,  vw  ;:\'"a:;;7\*  v.als  cf  r.cnuwiM this:  elixir.  ir»?  allowed  to  pro- 

l.^■^i^«  \  \-\  .    ;k-  Vk   >«     x.s.A.    .«v>   ^ia«.- «V  .    ,,.    ,.r    »■  1  .t^-i^  > .  i^ ;  ..  — XoA   ._  .&._    V:*£' 
*»  . »    M.^\  ^     »«f     t^..    ^«-«.»—     »>•••  k  <■■••,*      J.****  t       *  **i '    c*~  ^    "  """J  r?^*     ^S 

Tits^^rvw   Nr  <v:'a    ;".N'-t  x"^"* vs  t'^v:  i'su>.  ;:!:•: 7  — if  iir-*  i  rirc'f^i* 

;V<i,'-'  .'i  'o- ,' ^■•.«  *'.  ■  :%:' ?4.v  .  •  :s.'',cto:'.i  ■^.'•:.*  "Ti  iri-1.  Tiziiciifi'; 
;^  v'.*r    ^'w-Ci":^    *«,*  ,"^-\v.<  -i'    :^:  :.ir  .\  jj-i  -jr;  •:  vi s:  to. i:?  :d  zzri 


m 
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Preservative  amd  Expectorant J^  ''  Fever  and  Ague,  Chill  Fbvbr, 
Dumb  Ague,  Intermittent  and  Remittent  Fevers,  and  all  the  va- 
rious FORMS  OP  Bilious  Diseases  speedily  and  thoroughly  cured,  by 
Dr.  Osgood^ s  Indian  CholagogueP  "  Salter's  Ginseng  Panacea — 
7^  great  remedy  for  Coughs  ^  Colds,  Inflmjenza,  Bronchitis^  Asthma^ 
Consumption,  Pain  in  the  Side  and  Breast,  and  all  other  Affections  of 
the  LungsP  Approved  by  the  Faculty  of  three  Continents.'^ 
Reference  to  twenty-seven  gentlemen  and  ladies  in  Cincinnati,  includ- 
ing "  Dr.  Drake." 

Bat  what  means  the  sign  over  that  retired  and  central  cell  ?  A 
quill  from  the  wing  of  a  crow — cunningest  and  blackest  of  birds  I  Let 
us  peep  through  the  key-hole.  Ah!  there  sits  the  scholar  of  all 
the  subterranean  kennels.  See  how  nimbly  his  fingers  move,  and  look 
at  the  sibylline  leaves  as  they  fall  from  his  pen — infallible  boluses — 
dulcified  panaceas — tasteless  catholicons — warranted  specifics — re- 
nowned, restorative  regenerators — reproducers  of  teeth  in  old  age — 
universal  resuscitators  from  every  kind  of  apparent  death  I  All  attest- 
ed and  dignified  by  the  names  of  eminent  physicians  and  surgeons, 
now  in  their  graves — Hunter,  CuUen,  Buchan,  Wistar  and  Rush. 
And  look  at  the  blank  certificates,  ready  to  be  filled  up  with  spurious 
or  forged  names,  by  the  manufacturers  in  the  surrounding  kennels!  A 
discount  to  those  who  purchase  by  the  ream;  and  no  additional  charge 
for  filling  up,  to  those  inventors  who  do  not  know  how  to  read  and 
write. 

Such,  gentlemen,  is  a  hasty  sketch  of  the  Temple  of  Quackery, 
which  graces  the  Queen  City.  If  its  priests  who  minister  at  its  altar 
are  many,  its  votaries  "may  be  called  legion."  They  are  no  longer 
the  uneducated  and  vulgar,  but  contrariwise,  the  cultivated,  affluent 
and  refined.  In  the  midst  of  the  attendance  of  well-qi?alified  and  re- 
spectable physicians,  both  gentlemen  and  ladies  have  the  nostrums  of 
quacks  smuggled  into  their  apartments.  Invalids  have  their  carriages 
stopped  half  a  square  from  the  door  of  an  empiric,  and  sneak  to  it  on 
foot,  least  some  one  (who  is  perhaps  at  the  same  time  under  the  care 
of  another  quack)  should  chance  to  see  them.  Many,  however,  have 
grown  quite  shameless,  and  avow  their  preference  of  empiricism  over 
science.  Its  harvest  is  undoubtedly  very  great ;  for  those  who  follow 
it  grow  rich,  while  many  deserving  physicians  "live  but  from  hand  to 
mouth ;"  and  others,  too  proud  to  grapple  with  knaves  and  impostors 
for  the  patronage  of  an  erdightened  community,  are  retiring  to  the 
.oonntry,  and  intend  to  give  up  physic  for  farming. 
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Wben  I  began  this  epistle  I  thought  oi  some  other  matters  pa  wlueh 
I  might  9ay  a  little,  bat  as  joa  are  andoubtedly  tired,  and  ''so  am  I^^ 
they  will  be  kept  back  for  another  letter,  till  when, 

I  remain  yoar  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  DRAKB. 


[From  the  BoaioD  Medical  and  Sarglcal  JoomaL] 

Panctnres  in  a  Case  of  Anasarca  and  Ascites,  the  Finale  of  Tabw* 

onions  Consumption. 

By  Edwabd  Jbnnes  Cqxe,  H.D.,  Visiting  Pliysician,  Gharify  Ho^ital, 

New  Orleans. 

After  a  protracted  illness  of  more  than  two  years,  in  which  most  of 
the  troly  distressing  sjrmptoms  of  consumption  were  present,  t^ere 
sapervened,  toward  the  apparent  close  of  l^e  disease,  symptoms  of 
dropsy,  (^  the  inferic»r  extremities  first,  and  sabseqnently  of  the  abdo- 
men. The  prominent  symptoms,  daring  the  coarse  of  the  disease, 
were — excessive  coagh,  peralent  expectoration,  diarrhoea,  night  sweats, 
loss  of  appetite,  and  great  prostration  of  strength,  with  emaciation. 
All  of  the  physical  signs  common  to  the  last  stage  of  tubercnloos 
coDsamption  were  clearly  defined,  although  the  constitutional  signs 
were  so  evidently  marked  that  it  was  scarcely  necessaiy  to  resort  to 
them  for  confirmation.  To  give  an  idea  of  the  almost  utter  hopeless- 
ness of  the  case,  I  will  state  the  condition  in  which  he  was  at  my  first 
visit,  some  sixteen  months  since,  and  his  remarks  upon  my  entering  his 
room.  Constant  cough,  great  emaciation,  an  uncontrollable  diarrhoea^ 
total  loss  of  appetite,  inability  to  sleep,  with  profuse  night  sweatsL 
Added  to  these,  was  his  first  salutation,  that  he  had  not  sent  for  me 
in  the  hope,  or  belief,  that  I  could  do  him  any  permanent  good,  but 
solely  to  try  aad  afford  him  some  relief  or  comfort  daring  the  short 
time  he  felt  he  had  to  live.  .  The  prospect  of  being  able  to  afford  relief 
appeared  small,  and  was  rendered  still  more  so  by  the  absence  <^ 
hope,  one  of  the  most  deplorable  conditions  to  which  a  patient  in  any 
disease  can  be  reduced. 

Notwithstanding  such  an  unfavorable  beginning,  by  the  blessing  of 
Providence  I  was  enabled  to  convince  him  that  possibly  there  were 
means  to  be  used  by  which  his  present  condition  might  be  ameliorated* 
The  various  remedies  employed,  I  was  happy  to  find,  did  produce  the 
desired  effect,  so  that  in  conjunction  with  impropriate  noonshmeat  and 
drink,  his  general  condition  gtBitaMj  impiomL    Withoat  fatiguing 
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by  a  detailed  statement  of  the  different  remedies  employed,  principiJIy 
of  a  tonic  character,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  state  that  the  diarrhcda 
was  arrested,  the  cough  decreased,  the  appetite  improYed,  the  night 
sweats  lessened  and  disappeared,  and  that  finally,  after  many  weeks^ 
he  was  so  far  improved  that  he  conceived,  and  cairied  out,  the  idea  of 
taking  a  trip  to  Rio  de  Janeiro,  or  Buenos  Ayres,  in  the  hope  that^ 
now  being  partially  re-established,  the  sea  air  might  perfect  that  whicli 
the  remedies,  or  course  pursued,  had  begun.  Although  I  could  not 
advise  the  voyage,  I  did  not  object  to  it,  am}  upon  his  sailing,  he  was 
provided  with  full  directions  for  his  guidance,  not  forgetting  such 
remedies  as  might  be  required,  and  a  good  supply  of  proper  articles 
of  diet  and  drink.  Certainly,  I  could  not  entertain  a  hope  of  ever 
seeing  my  patient  again ;  how  great,  then,  was  my  surprise  when,  at 
the  end  of  about  five  months,  I  found  a  message  from  him  on  my  slate, 
I  being  out  of  town,  stating  that  he  had  improved,  and  was  in  one 
of  the  Western  States,  on  his  way  home.  That  was  supposed  to  be 
the  last  J  should  hear  of  him,  but  in  the  month  of  November  I  was 
again  surprised  upon  receiving  a  message  to  call  on  him.  I  found  him 
decidedly  improved,  as  far  as  the 'ability  to  move  about  was  concerned. 
There  were  no  night  sweats,  his  appetite  and  digestion  were  good,  and 
the  bowels  in  good  order.  His  diet  consisted  of  every  article  which 
he  found  to  agree.  For  many  weeks  he  continued  in  the  same  condi- 
tion, the  cough  and  expectoration  being  frequent,  and  of  a  purulent 
character;  these,  together  with  the  physical  signs,  demonstrating  the 
disease  to  have  been  merely  kept  at  bay.  Until  the  last  few  weeks, 
he  had  been  able  to  walk  and  ride  daily ;  more  than  once  he  went  to 
the  theatre,  and  did  other  things  which  I  could  not  approve  of,  but 
which  could  not  be  prevented.  About  this  time  symptoms  of  anasar- 
ca showed  themselves,  and  finally  those  of  ascites  were  developed,  and 
gradually  increased,  until  he  was  forced  to  keep  his  room.  For  some 
time  the  cough  had  been  more  frequent,  the  expectoration  more  copi- 
ous, and  all  of  the  symptoms  were  most  unfavorable,  particularly,  as 
notwithstanding  the  quantity  of  food  and  drinks  taken  and  digested, 
his  general  strength  and  flesh  were  daily  wasting.  This  condition,  in 
my  opinion,  was  justly  to  be  attributed  to  the  direct,  though  secret, 
influence  of  the  tuberculous  diathesis.  The  effusion  into  the  limbs  and 
abdomen  now  daily  increased,  to  the  extent  of  causing  want  of  sleep, 
difficulty  of  respiration,  and  general  discomfort  day  and  night.  For 
several  days,  I  had  suggested  that  possibly  a  few  punctures  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  limbs  might  afford  temporary  relief,  and  at  last  he 
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requested  them  to  be  made,  the  abdomen  and  legs  having  become  yery 
distended  and  tense.  I  made  six  punctures  in  each  limb,  not  very 
deep,  with  a  thumb  lancet,  when  the  serum  at  once  began  to  flow 
quite  freely.  Upon  making  my  visit  the  next  day,  how  great  was  my 
surprise  to  find  that  all  the  fluid  had  vanished  from  the  abdomen  and 
every  part  of  the  limbs,  with  the  exception  of  that  part  of  the  feet 
above  the  puncture,  the  heels  resting  on  the  pillow.  The  Mends  ob- 
served that,  for  some  time  after  my  departure,  the  fluid  escaped  in  a 
continuous  stream,  and  they  judged  that  not  less  than  four  gallons 
had  run  off;  and  when  I  remembered  the  great  si^  of  the  parts  from 
which  it  had  escaped,  I  really  think  that  quantity  was  below  the  true 
amount.  During  the  night  a  feeling  of  sinking,  or  great  prostration, 
was  complained  of,  requiring  the  use  of  a  considerable  amount  of 
brandy.  For  several  days  there  was  a  constant  oozing  of  serum,  which 
was  being  secreted  during  the  time,  for,  as  soon  as  the  flow  ceased 
from  the  union  of  the  punctures,  there  was  observed  a  gradual  increase 
of  the  swelling  in  the  limbs,  but  not  yet  in  the  abdomen. 

Obliged  in  several  cases  of  anasarca,  the  result  of  different  diseases, 
in  the  patients  in  my  wards,  to  resort  to  punctures  for  the  purpose  of 
relief  from  distension,  repeating  the  operation  daily,  with  more  nu- 
merous punctures,  without  in  any  one  instance  having  more  than  a 
small  quantity  to  ooze  out,  generally  with  advantage,  there  never 
having  been  any  inconvenience  resulting — I  must  confess  that  the 
result  in  this  case,  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours,  did  cause  me  great 
astonishment.  It  is  possible  that  similar  cases  may  have  been  witness- 
ed by  others:  yet  as  an  interesting  fact,  capable  of  causing  inquiry  as 
to  the  possibility  and  propriety  of  trying  the  same  means  for  similar 
effects,  in  some  cases  of  anasarca  and  ascites,  from  whatever  cause,  in 
my  opinion  this  case  is  deserving  of  the  notice  of  the  profession.  It 
is  now  more  than  two  weeks  since  the  operation,  and  several  times 
there  has  been  a  necessity  for  repeating  the  punctures,  to  prevent  the 
renewal  of  the  enlargement  of  the  limbs  and  consequent  discomfort. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  state  that  the  desired  effect  has  resulted, 
the  abdomen  remaining  perfectly  free  from  fluid,  and  the  accumulation 
in  the  limbs  thus  far  prevented. 

So  satisfied  has  the  patient  been  with  the  actual  relief  afforded,  that 
he  has  several  times  requested  a  few  punctures  to  be  made,  when  other- 
wise I  should  not  have  considered  it  necessary. 

The  general  condition  of  the  patient  continoes,  from  day  to  day,  much 
the  same,  while  efforts  are  made  to  induce  him  to  partake  as  freely 
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843  possible  of  nourish ment  and  brandy,  and  he  is  allowed  to  choose 
for  himself  what  he  prefers.  Only  such  medicine  is  suggested  as  may 
be  required  to  soothe  the  cough,  and  support,  if  not  increase,  his 
strength,  for  the  sole  reason  that,  while  life  exists,  it  belongs  not  to 
man  to  set  any  limit  to  the  power  of  the  Arbiter  of  life  and  death, . 
nor  to  cease  his  exertions  because  the  case  may  seem  to  be  hopeless. 

The  main  object  of  these  remarks  having  been  accomplished,  it  }b 
deemed  needless,  or  at  least  of  no  practical  value,  to  continue  the  his- 
tory of  the  case. 

TREATMENT  OP  N-2BVUS  BT  VACCINATION. 

In  a  recent  clinical  lecture  M.  Nelaton  observed,  that  to  reap  the 
benefit  of  this  excellent  means  of  treating  nsevus,  it  is  indispensable 
that  certain  precautions  should  be  observed  in  putting  it  into  force, 
the  neglect  of  which  has  often  been  the  cause  of  the  failures  practi- 
tioners have  complained  of.  Thus  if  we  vaccinate  with  the  point  of  a 
lancet,  scarcely  dose  the  instrument  penetrate  beneath  the  epidermis, 
when  a  considerable  flow  of  blood  takes  place,  which  carries  with  it 
almost  all  the  virus  leaving  the  operation  imperfect.  To  obviate 
this  inconvenience,  we  should  select  the  finest  insect  pins,  and  charging 
their  points  with  virus  taken  directly  from  a  child's  arm,  they  should 
thrust  into  the  naevus,  and  allowed  to  remain  there,  the  flow  of  blood 
being  thus  completely  prevented.  They  should  be  implanted  at  short 
intervals,  of  half  or  one  centimetre  from  each  other.  In  a  few  minutes, 
when  we  believe  that  the  tissue  had  become  sufficiently  impregnated 
by  the  virus,  the  pins  should  be  withdrawn.  The  pustules  undergo 
their  ordinary  development,  each  puncture  becomes  indurated  and  in- 
flamed, and  a  vaccinal  eruption  covers  all  the  tumor.  The  peculifirity 
in  the  action  of  the  vaccine  virus  is,  that  it  acts  more  deeply  than  most 
of  the  caustic  modifying  agents  at  our  command.  The  action  is  pro- 
pagated to  the  subcutaneous  tumor,  and  we  obtain  a  cure  exempt 
from  all  the  dangers  attendant  upon  the  application  of  caustics,  and 
without  the  production  of  a  cicatrix,  which  in  many  situations  might 
prove  of  great  inconvenience. 

Another  mode  of  vaccinating  nsevushas  been  adopted  by  M.  Nelaton 
in  two  instances.  The  first  of  these  was  an  unvaccinated  infant,  sent 
to  him  by  M.  P.  Dubois,  on  account  of  a  subcutaneous  erectile  tumor 
in  the  parotid  region.  He  passed  in  four  needles  transversely,  travers- 
ing the  tumor  through  and  through,  and  then  passed  two  vertical 
pins  in  the  same  manner.    These  six  pins  were  left  in  for  twenty-fonr 
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hours,  and  then  replaced  by  threads.  The  six  setons  were  left  in  for 
eight  days,  and  then  the  vaccine  virus  was  so  applied  as  not  to  impK- 
cate  the  edges  of  the  wound,  which  would  have  given  rise  to  twelve 
vaccine  pustules.  The  adjoining  integuments  were  to  this  end  protect- 
ed by  very  minute  fistula-lachrymaHs  canulas  slid  over  each  thread. 
The  threads  were  then  impregnated  to  a  certain  extent  with  the  yirus^ 
and  passed  through  the  canulas  into  the  depth  of  the  erectile  mass. 
At  the  end  of  four  days  there  came  on  considerable  inflammatory 
swelling,  which  lasted  as  long  as  the  natural  period  of  the  vaccine  ev- 
olution.  The  tumor  then  became  very  hard  and  compact,  the  vessels 
being  obliterated.  The  cure  remained  permanent,  no  cicatrix  result- 
ing; one  of  the  orifices  had  been  inocuAited,  and  a  vaccine  pustule 
was  produced.  With  a  little  attention,  even  this  slight  inconvenience 
might  have  been  avoided. 

We  may  therefore  state  that  vaccination  is  a  valuable  means  of 
treating  erectile  tumors;  but  as  it  requures  that  the  patients  have 
not  been  previously  vaccinated,  it  is  always  a  good  precaution  before 
vaccinating  an  infant  to  inquire  whether  there  is  not  some  small  erec- 
tile tumor  in  some  part  of  its  body. — Med,  Times  and  Gaz,,  Jan.  30,. 
from  nUnion  Mddicak,  1857,  No.  63. 
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Remoiral  of  the  Leg  of  a  Child  aged  two  years  and  a  hal£ 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  feature  of  this  case  is  the  period  at 
which  the  limb  was  amputated,  the  child  being  a  little  over  two 
and  half  years  of  age.  Very  rarely  has  amputation  been  found  neces- 
sary at  this  time  of  life,  unless  from  some  grave  accident.  The  child, 
a  patient  of  Mr.  Coulson's,  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  was  the  subject 
of  scrofulous  disease  of  the  knee,  which  was  lined  with  a  false  mem- 
brane, and  an  opening  existed  in  the  tibia,  which  extended  down- 
wards into  the  shaft.  The  disease  was  too  extensive  to  admit  of  ex- 
cision, and  Mr.  Coulson  resorted  to  amputation ;  and  when  we  last  saw 
the  little  fellow  he  was  going  on  well.  A  circumstance,  however, 
transpired  about  this  child's  history  which  had  been  kept  concealed 
by  the  mother  until  after  the  operation,  namely,  that  the  child  had 
had  four  epileptic  convulsions  eight  months  ago,  which  were  followed 
by  hemiplegia  of  the  unamputated  side.  The  child  has  now  (Jan.  20th) 
a  discharge  from  both  ears,  with  some  redness  about  the  mouth,  and 
is  rather  restless  at  night.  The  paralysis  was  not  noticed  before  the 
operation,  from  the  fact  of  the  child  never  having  walked,  nor  even 
sat  up. 
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[  Th,  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jort/mal  continues  to  agitata  tlie 
subject  of  consultation  with  Homoeopaths,  and  we  transcribe  from  its 
last  number  two  brief  articles,  as  indicating  the  sense  of  the  profes- 
sion, as  concurring  with  the  views  we  have  had  occasion  to  reiterate 
in  the  Gazette.  The  mercenary  argument  is  the  only  one  which  can- 
not ^be  overthrown,  while  there  are  men  among  us,  old  or  young, 
who  are  indifferent  to  self-respect,  and  persist  in  regarding  money  as 
the  "chief  end  of  man."] 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medica  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

My  Reasons  for  not  Consulting  with  Homceopathists. 

Messrs!  Editors — I  have  been  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  sur- 
gery for  a  goodly  number  of  years,  and  have  had  repeated  opportuni- 
ty for  consulting  with  Homceopathists,  but  have  always  declined.  I 
could  not  compromise  the  dignity  of  a  scientific  profession  so  far  as  to 
gi.ve  countenance  to,  or  become  part  and  parcel  with,  an  individual  so 
bewildered  in  his  reasoning  faculties  as  to  believe,  with  all  his  heart, 
in  the  ^'Similia  Similibus,*^  the  infinitesimal  doses,  and  the  causes  of 
all  chronic  diseases,  as  declared  by  Hahnemann. 

A  man  in  Ohio,  called  Doctor,  and  at  the  same  time  a  Free-Will 
Baptist  preacher,  who  is  said  to  preach  a  pretty  good  sermon,  believes 
in  the  efficacy  of  the  fresh  blood  of  a  black  chicken  for  the  cure  of 
varicose  veins  and  ulcers.  Another,  calling  himself  Doctor,  and  pa- 
tronized by  one  of  the  richest  men  in  this  city,  lays  down  certain 
apothegms,  some  of  which  are  the  following:  "Every  joint  produces 
a  different  fever.  There  are  different  colors  to  the  different  fevers 
from  the  different  joints.  Every  man  has  a  hundred  and  ten  joints; 
and  every  woman  has  a  hundred  and  ninety-nine  joints.  The  fever 
will  go  out  of  the  joints  into  the  stomach  by  taking  cold.  Then  sep- 
arate the  fevers,  destroying  whatever  is  to  be  destroyed.  For  head- 
ache, give  whiskey  and  vinegar.  For  pain  all  over,  wash  all  over  with 
whiskey  and  vinegar,  then  grease  with  castor  oil.  If  much  pain,  take 
a  tablespoonful  of  saltpetre  and  four  ounces  of  castor  oil." 

The  dogmas  of  Hahnemann,  the  black  chicken,  and  the  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  joints  in  a  woman,  are  all  on  a  par  for  truthfulness  and 
common  sense.  Shall  I  give  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to  the  be- 
lievers in  such  trashy  imaginings  and  paradoxes,  and  trust  the  hazards 
of  a  sick  patient  and  my  own  reputation  to  their  skill  and  love  of 
justice  ?  The  attending  physician  has  an  advantage  over  the  one  em- 
ployed in  consultation.     He  can  bring,  by  suggestions,  the  patient 
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and  friends  to  regard  my  perscriptions  as  of  donbtfnl  utility,  or  as 
positively  injorioos,  explaining  the  untoward  symptoms,  should  any 
arise  after  the  consultation,  by  a  reference  to  the  change  that  has 
been  made  in  the  treatment.  This  he  has  a  strong  temptation  to  do, 
when  he  has  not  the  least  faith  in  regular  medicine,  his  mind  clinging 
to  his  own  absurdities  and  mystifications.  Can  I  trust  such  a  one  to 
carry  out  my  views  in  the  management  of  any  other  case  in  the  sick 
chamber?  If  he  is  an  unbeliever  in  Hahnemann,  and  at  the  same 
time  calls  himself  his  follower,  the  case  is  a  very  plain  one — ^he  is 
dishonest,  and  not  to  be  trusted  with  the  sick  nor  with  my  reputation. 
He  is  not  to  be  bolstered  up  by  a  high-minded,  truth-loving  and  sci- 
entific physician,  in  his  Janus-faced  character.  If  by  any  means  he  is 
a  member  of  a  State  Medical  Society,  the  case  is  not  altered  for  the 
better,  except  that  I  am  screened  from  the  liability  to  be  disciplined 
by  the  society. 

To  attend  a  case  in  surgery,  while  the  Homoeopath  or  Thomsonian 
is  giving  doses  by  the  mouth,  I  have  declir.ed,  well  knowing  that  a 
great  deal  often  depends  on  suitable  medication  and  diet.  These 
matters  I  have  considered  as  my  duty  to  take  charge  of  myself.  I 
have  always  cherished  a  regard  for  the  rights  of  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  regular  profession,  who,  well-educated,  hard-working,  and 
looking  forward  to  a  position  of  usefulness  and  respectability,  alone 
have  just  claims  to  my  countenance  and  support. 

Cindimati,  April  22df  1858.  Galen. 

OONBUIiTATION  WITH  HOMCEOPATECDSTa 

Messrs.  EnrroRS — ^The  following  reply  to  "  Senex  "  on  "  Consulta- 
tion with  Homoeopathists,"  was  written  before  the  appearance  of  the 
article  signed  ''Junior^  in  your  issue  of  April  29th.  We  send  it  to 
jon,  as,  while  arriving  at  the  same  result,  it  views  the  subject  from  a 
different  point  from  that  assumed  by  ''Junior.''  Like  the  latter,  we 
recognize  in  Senex  the  Hippocrates  of  this  r^ion  and  generation; 
and  offer  our  remarks  in  the  character  of  a  disciple  who  is,  as  yet,  on- 
convinced.    Here  are  our  reasons: 

We  assume  that  every  person  possessed  of  a  competent  medical  - 
education,  and  endowed  with  common  sense,  knows  that  whQe  some 
of  the  tenets  of  Hom(B<^thy  are  imfoanded»  otliers  are  ahsurd — as 
absurd  as  the  proposition  that  "twa  times  two  make  five.''    Unlike, 
then,  the  theories  of  Brovii*aiid  Bjit,  time  almrd  propositioiis  are 
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not  matters  of  opinion^  any  more  than  any  simple  mathematical  pro- 
position is  a  matter  of  opinion.  An  individual  who  gravely  states 
that  a  grain  of  any  drag  has  less  potency  than  a  decillionth  of  that 
grain,  belongs  to  one  of  two  well-known  classes  of  people.  He  either 
believes  or  disbelieves  what  he  asserts.  If  he  disbelieves,  he  is  an 
arfant  knave.  If  he  believes,  his  credulity  is  the  result  either  of 
ignorance  of  the  subject— and  then  he  is  a  knave,  for  professing  him- 
self conversant  with  it;  or  of  deficiency  in  sense — and  then  he  is  not 
a  safe  person  to  direct  the  management  of  the  sick.  This  is  no  petitio 
prindpii.  Because  the  question  is  not  between  homceopathists  and 
those  stigmatized  by  them  as  allopathists,  but  is  a  discussion  between 
scientific  physicians  inter  se. 

There  is,  then,  no  blinking  the  matter.  A  true  physican  who  con- 
sults with  a  homoeopathist  extends  the  hand  of  fellowship  to  one  whom 
he  has  reason  to  believe  either  insincere,  or  else  unsafe  to  have  the 
"care"  of  the  sick,  whether  he  confine  himself  to  infinitesimals,  or 
tamper  with  prussic  acid  in  heavy  doses.  To  say  that  one  has  occa- 
sion to  consult  with  physicans  whose  position  is  quite  regular,  but 
who  are  no  better  than  the  former,  is  a  severe  sentence  upon  such 
regulars,  and  on  their  examining  committees;  but  is  not,  we  submit, 
a  valid  excuse  for  consulting  with  the  first-mentioned  persons. 

Now,  which  course  is  the  more  just,  and  also  humane — for  the 
physician,  when  asked  to  consult  with  the  homoeopathist,  to  refuse 
to  do  so,  and  thus  throw  upon  the  patient,  or  his  friends,  the  respon- 
sibility of  choosing  between  quackery  and  scientific  medicine  (and  in 
most  cases  they  would  choose  the  latter;)  or  to  join  hands  with  the 
questionable  practitioner  by  the  bedside,  and  give  him  advice  in  the 
ante-room,  which  he  may  or  may  not  be  willing  to  follow — and,  if 
willing,  may  or  may  not  be  able  to  carry  out?  In  the  latter  case, 
the  quack  goes  forth  endorsed^  and  the  sick  are  encouraged  to  trust 
themselves  to  the  men  who  sweeten  them  with  sugar  of  milk.  In 
the  former  case,  the  true  men  would  have  clean  hands,  whatever  might 
befal. 

Nay,  Messrs.  Editors,  if  those  whom  we  are  accustomed  to  consider 
the  lights  of  the  profession  had  always  refused  consultation  with,  and 
conntenance  of,  practitioners  of  homoeopathy,  this,  '^  the  best  trick  of 
the  century,"  wt)uld,  in  this  community,  have  died  a  natural  death 
much  sooner  than  it  is  now  destined  to  do,  and  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society  would  have  stood  in  a  much  more  dignified  position 
than  at  present.  Discipulus. 

28 
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EDITOR'S    T^BLE- 

K.  T.  AOADEM7  OF  MEDIdNB. 

The  last  meeting  of  this  body  was  signalized  only  by  a  paper  of  Dr. 
Dalton,  on  the  Anatomy  of  the  Placenta,  and  a  somewhat  ladiqroas 
discnssion  upon  Swilled  Milk.  This  last  was  introduced  by  Dr.  Gardi- 
ner, who  offered  a  series  of  resolutions,  committing  the  Academy  to  the 
conflict  now  "paging  between  the  Board  of  Health  and  distillery  slops, 
as  the  feed  of  the  cows  which  are  furnishing  the  supplies  of  milk  to  our 
citizens;  the  animals  being  kept  stabled  for  the  purpose,  and  kept  in 
milking  condition  with  the  refuse  swill  from  the  whiskey  manufactories 
which  abound  here. 

The  resolutions  were  urged  by  Drs.  Francis,  Griscom,  and  others,  on 
the  ground  that  very  great  mischief  resulted  to  the  public  health,  and 
especially  to  the  children  of  our  population,  by  swilled  milk,  increasing 
our  already  fearful  mortality  of  infancy  to  an  appalling  figure.  Dr. 
John  Watson,  Dr.  Dalton,  and  others  spoke  ardently  in  opposition, 
alleging  that  the  resolutions  were  hyperbolical  in  their  language,  and 
hypothetical  in  their  facts,  or  at  all  events  not  proven  by  scientific 
analysis  to  an  extent  justifying  so  grave  action  by  the  Academy. 

It  is  very  probable  that  the  facts  may  be  overstated,  though  they 
fall  far  short  of  the  report  on  this  subject  by  Dr.  Gardiner,  which  was 
long  since  published  by  the  Academy,  and  against  which  no  exaggersr 
tion  was  urged  by  any  of  these  savans. 

Perhaps  some  of  them  have  been  looking  into  this  subject  since, 
and  if  so,  its  importance  would  seem  to  call  for  a  committee  from 
the  Academy  to  investigate  it  anew,  instead  of  laying  the  matter  on 
the  table,  and  thus  evading  the  issue. 

We  confess  to  some  curiosity  to  hear  from  the  fhysiologisls  in  the 
opposition,  whether  the  miik  drawn  from  cows  which  are  kept  in  stables, 
without  air  or  ezerdse^  or  water  or  grass  the  year  round,  until  gan- 
grene sloughs  their  caudal  appendages,  and  their  hoofs  as  well,  can  be  a 
wholesome  nutritions  food  for  the  young.  But  if  this  class  of  a  priori 
reasoning  be  rejected,  how  do  they  account  for  the  a  posteriora  evi- 
dence furnished  in  the  mortality  by  marasmus,  &c.,  of  such  multitudes 
of  children  who  perish  while  fed  on  such  milk  ? 

Our  own  views  are  thus  expressed  in  pur  Report  on  Infant  Mortali- 
ty to  the  American  Medical  Association,  and  published  in  Vol.  X  of 
the  Transactions  for  1857,  viz : 
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"  lufant  mortality,  in  large  cities,  in  a  great  multitade  of  examples, 
which  no  man  can  number,  is  caused  by  the  impure  and  adulterated 
milk,  and  other  unwholesome  articles  of  food,  which  are  among  the 
necessaries  of  life.  Our  profession  has  ever  and  anon  sought  to  arouse 
public  attention  to  this  important  subject,  but  in  vain.  Distilleries  in 
or  aear  large  cities  would  be  an  intolerable  nuisance  and  curse,  apart 
from  the  mischiefs  of  their  manufacture  of  alcoholic  drinks,  in  view  of 
the  single  fact,  that  wherever  they  exist,  their  slops  will  furnish  the 
cheapest  food  for  cows,  the  milk  from  which  is  more  pernicious  and 
fatal  to  infant  health  and  life  than  alcohol  itself  to  adults;  poisoning 
the  very  fountains  of  life.  So  long  as  distilleries  are  tolerated  in 
cities,  cow  stables  will  be  their  appendages,  and  the  milk,  fraught  with 
sickness  and  death,  will  still  perpetuate  mortality,  especially  among 
the  children  of  the  poor.  All  the  artificial  adulterations  of  milk,  as 
by  water  or  chalk,  &c.,  are  harmless,  nay  laudable,  compared  with  the 
poisonous  supply  obtained  from  the  cows  fed  on  distillery  slops,  for  to 
this  poison  chemistry  itself  affords  no  antidote,  since  it  defies  all  * 
analysis  or  synthesis,  a  poison  sui  generis,  utterly  destructive  both  of 
health  and  life." 

If  either  of  the  parties  can  find  a  flaw  in  the  above  facts  or  ratioci- 
nation, we  shall  welcome  such  criticism.  Our  hope  still  is  that  the 
phllanthrophic  work  of  overthrowing  the  whole  fabric  of  Distilleries 
and  Swilled  Milk  in  our  city  may  be  consummated  by  Frank  Leslies 
Illustrated  MagazinCj  the  'pictures  of  which  are  enough  to  breed  a 
revolution,  and  are  more  truthful  and  potent  than  all  the  "scientific" 
disquisitions  of  the  savans  of  the  Academy.  Drs.  Gfriscom  and  Gar-  . 
diner  are  clearly  right  in  this  instance,  and  with  the  veteran  Dr. 
Francis  to  sustain  them,  we  predict  the  overthrow  of  this  abom- 
inable nuisance.  We  still  believe  that  if  pure  milk  could  be  universal- 
ly furnished,  our  bills  of  infant  mortality  would  be  vastly  diminished. 
In  this  instance  common  sense  is  in  advance  of  "  science,  falsely  so 
called." 


O,  Consistency !  thou  art  a  Jewel ! 

The  following  is  from  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^ 
which  has  been  doing  what  in  it  lies  to  bring  about  "  Consultations 
with  Homoeopathists."  The  complaint  comes  with  a  bad  grace  from 
that  source.  If  "conjoint  service"  in  hospitals  and  colleges  with  the 
sect  are  to  be  tolerated,  and  even  ^^ consultations^  with  Globulists  are 
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to  be  deemed  reputable,  we  cannot  for  the  life  of  us  see  why  the  Gov" 
ernor  of  a  State  should  recognize  any  distinction  between  these  gen- 
try and  the  profession,  when  the  Medical  Journals  are  themselves  wil 
ling  to  ignore  the  line  of  demarcation  which  has  hitherto  separated 
physicians  from  Homoeopaths  by  a  **  great  gulf."  We  regard  the  ap- 
pointments here  complained  of  as  only  the  ''first fruits "  of  the  treason 
to  the  profession,  into  which  certain  of  our  brethren  of  the  medical 
press  have  been  beguiled,  and  which  they  will  "  regret "  when  it  is  too 
late,  for  revolutions  never  go  backward.  If  Homoeopaths  are  to  be  re- 
cognized in  "  consultation ''  there  is  no  good  reason  why  they  should 
not  go  into  the  hospitals  as  Residents,  nor  why  they  should  not  be 
appointed  coroners  in  Massachusetts,  or  elsewhere. 

"  A  HOMCEOPATHIC  CORONER. 

"  We  notice  in  the  daily  papers  that  two  medical  gentlemen  bare 
lately  been  appointed  by  the  Governor,  and  Council  of  this  State  to 
the  office  of  coroner.  There  is  no  question  as  to  the  fitness  of  physi- 
cians for  the  duties  of  this  office;  in  our  estimation,  no  others  shoold 
be  selected  for  duties  which  so  eminently  require  for  their  snccessfol 
performance  a  knowledge  of  medicine;  but  we  understand  that  one  of 
the  new  incumbents  is  a  Homoeopathic  practitioner — that  is,  one 
whose  practice  is  founded  upon  an  exclusive  dogma.  Homoeopathic 
practitioners  are  recognized  by  the  profession  throughout  the  world  as 
unworthy  of  confidence.  Is  such  a  practitioner  worthy  of  the  respon- 
sible office  of  coroner  ?  Are  the  interests,  perhaps  the  lives,  of  the 
community  to  be  intrusted  to  the  keeping  of  one  who  is  treacherous  to 
bis  own  profession  ?  The  Executive  of  this  State  has  already  incur- 
red the  odium  of  the  profession,  and  the  indignation  of  the  commu- 
nity, by  the  appointment  of  a  amilar  practitioner  to  the  saperinten- 
dence  of  a  large  hospital*.  What  has  the  medical  profes^on  done  to 
deserve  these  insnlts  ?  If  this  sort  of  thii^  is  to  continue,  if  oar  coro- 
ners and  the  physicians  of  our  insane  asylums  and  other  public  ti^ti- 
tutions  are  to  consist  of  men  whose  only  merit  is  that  they  are  soceess- 
fol  politicians,  but  who  may  be  notoriously  incompetent  as  nie<&ml 
practitioners,  Massachusetts  will  soon  lose  her  well-earned  repatn- 
tioo  for  the  humane  and  snccessfol  treatment  of  the  sick  poor,  sad  for 
the  sai^nression  of  critne.'^ 
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STATE  MEDICAL  SOCIET7  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 

AnotAer  screw  loose  amovg  the  Philadelphia  Doctors !  Our  old  frwud 
Dr^  La  Roche  under  exercise  of  mind  again  !  Drs,  Hartshornej  Kefitr 
'Mdy^  and  Thmias  pitching  into  him!  Row  in  the  Philadelphia 
County  Medical  Society ^  culminating  into  a  split !  Another  Memorial, 
Dr.  La  Roche  its  custodian !  More  impeachments  of  veracity,  imputar 
turns  of  base  motives,  flat  contradictions,  beautiful  harmony  of  Dr. 
La  RoMs  ^^  popular  sovereignty  P^  Resuscitation  of  the  defunct  So- 
ciety to  fight  the  County  Society,  which  Dr.  Jewell  affirms  in  endless 
iteration,  ^*  represents  the  entire  profession  of  PhiladdphiaP^  Funny 
thing,  these  Medical  Politics! 

Some  friend  has  favored  as  with  a  report  of  the  delectable  sayings 
and  doings  at  the  late  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  So- 
ciety, but  we  can  only  find  room  for  the  following  precious  morceao, 
in  illustration  of  the  caption  prefixed  in  italics  : 

Dr.  La  Roche  presented  a  document,  which  was  read,  and  gave  rise 
to  a  somewhat  protracted  and  animated  discussion,  the  basis  of  the 
whole  matter  being  that  prolific  topic,  the  Philadelphia  doctors.  It 
was  a  memorial  from  members  of  the  old  "  Philadelphia  Medical  So- 
ciety " — ane  of  the  oldest  in  the  country,  but  which  was  supposed  to 
have  been  defunct  for  some  years-masking  for  such  a  modification  in 
the  representation  to  the  State  Society,  as  would  admit  delegates 
from  the  City  Society  on  an  equality  with  the  County  Society.  Dr. 
La  Roche  favored  the  memorial,  and  argued  that  it  would  advance  the 
interests  of  the  profession  in  Philadelphia,  and  of  the  State  Society, 
to  admit  the  old  City  Society  in  the  representation,  as  contemplated 
in  the  resolutions  appended  to  the  memorial. 

Dr.  Hartshorne  opposed  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions,  con- 
tending that  there  was  no  good  reason  for  such  a  radical  change  in  the 
representation  of  the  State  Society,  nor  was  there  any  necessity  for 
two  societies  in  Philadelphia.  The  County  Medical  Society  was 
formed  under  the  provisions  of  the  'State  constitution,  and  all  were 
there  invited  to  come  into  the  organization,  and  can  still  do  so.  He 
moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  whole  matter. 

Dr.  La  Roche  urged  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions,  and  referred  to 
some  of  the  difiBculties  existing  in  the  profession  in  Philadelphia. 
There  are  many  who  would  like  to  come  into  the  State  Society,  who 
will  not  join  the  County  Society,  but  would  become  active  members  of 
the  Philadelphia  Society.  In  this  way  he  thought  both  the  eflficiency 
and  harmony  of  the  profession  in  the  city  would  be  greatly  promoted. 


488  THE    AMERICAN 

Dr.  Carson  favored  the  object  of  the  memorial,  and  thought- a  little 
riyalrj  would  do  no  harm.  The  Connty  Society  did  not  show  mnch 
energy,  in  sending  on  six  or  seven  del^ates  here  to-day,  with  a  mem- 
bership of  200,  and  entitled  to  40  delegates. 

Dr.  Kennedy  expressed  his  surprise  to  learn  that  the  old  Philadel- 
phia Medical  Society  had  come  to  life,  and  he  assured  the  convention 
that  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  appended  to  the  memorial  woold 
be  throwing  a  firebrand  among  the  profession  in  Philadelphia,  He 
knew  it.  The  movement  did  not  originate  through  any  love  to  the 
County  OP  State  Society,  but  is  a  measure  of  disorganization,  on  the 
details  of  which  it  was  not  necessary  to  enlarge. 

Dr.  La  Roche  said  the  gentleman  ought  to  have  enlarged  in  his 
details,  as  all  he  said  was  mere  assertion — all  incorrect.  He  (Dr. 
LaR.)  knew  all  about  the  motives  of  the  movers  in  this  inatter,  he 
himself  being  one  of  the  first  and  most  active. 

Dr.  Kennedy  replied,  that  he  did  not  question  the  sincerity  of  Dr. 
La  Roche's  motives;  but  he  does  know  that  the  secret  of  the  move- 
ment lies  in  the  disappointed  ambition  of  gentlemen  actively  associated 
with  him  in  this  sudden  resuscitation  of  the  defunct  Society.  Thej 
were  disappointed  in  not  getting  certain  offices  in  the  County  Society!  and 
seek  this  plan  to  build  up  another,  and  elevate  themselves  at  its  ex- 
pense. 

Dr.  La  Roche  denied  it  emphatically.  Although  he  might  be  said 
to  have  been  turned  out  of  office  himsdf!  such  was  not  the  motive  of 
this  movement. 

Dr.  Thomas,  after  giving  a  history  of  the  clause  in  the  constitution, 
which  had  been  twice  amended  with  reference  to  meet  the  difficulties 
of  the  Philadelphia  representation,  suggested  that  it  was  a  little  sin- 
gular that  the  gentlemen  apparently  most  deeply  interested  always 
tried  to  have  this  question  settled  away  from  home.  This  looks  bad — 
as  if  the  Philadelphia  doctors  are  not  capable  of  managing  their 
own  affairs.  It  had  been  sprung  upon  us  here  as  it  had  been  upon  the 
session  at  Pottsville.  He  was  for  fair  play — ^both  sides  must  have  a 
fhn  hearing — and  he  would  therefore  move  to  amend  the  motion  of 
Dr.  Hartshorne,  so  as  to  postpone  the  whole  matter  until  the  next 
annual  session.  In  the  meantime  the  matter  could  be  freely  discussed 
at  home. 

Dr.  Hartshorne  declined  accepting  the  amendment 

Dr.  La  Roche  made  a  speech  on  "  popular  sovereignty,"  the  point 
of  which  was  that  it  was  nobody's  partimilar  business  haw  the  Pfailft- 
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delphia  Medical  Society  was  revived.  Its  recognition  on  this  floor 
will  prevent  many  from  leaving  the  County  Sockty, 

Dr  Carpenter,  of  Lancaster,  here  stepped  in  with  the  olive  branch. 
He  suggested  that  as  there  were  bat  six  or  seven  delegates  here,  oat 
of  forty  to  which  the  Philadelphia  Connty  Society  is  entitled,  that 
body  may  be  too  large  and  unwieldy.  Small  bodies  work  more  freely 
and  energetically.  Both  parties  here  had  rights,  and  should  be  heard. 
He  therefore  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  offer,  at  the  proper  time, 
an  amendment  to  the  constitution,  providing  for  the  formation  of  an 
additional  Society  for  every  200,000  population — no  person  to  be  a 
member  of  more  than  one  at  the  same  time — and  the  organizations  to 
be  numbered  by  seniority. 

Dr.  Hartshorne  accepted  Dr.  Thomas' amendment,  which  was  carried. 

Dr.  Carpenter  then  offered  his  amendment  to  the  consUtntion,  which, 
under  the  rule,  lies  over  one  year. 


»•» 


ANOTHER  JOURNAIi. 


The  Maine  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  is  the  title  of  this  new 
monthly,  conducted  by  Drs.  Richardson  and  Cnmmings,  of  Pi^tland, 
the  first  number  of  which  is  highly  creditable.  We  accept  its  prof- 
fered exchange  with  pleasure. 


-♦♦♦ 


DEATH  IN  OUR  RANXB. 


Dr.  L.  G.  Robinson,  of  Detroit,  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Medical 
Journal  of  that  city,  has  lately  deceased,  and  is  justly  Ic^ented,  both 
in  and  out  of  the  profession. 


>•  «*■ 


JSnSW  MEDICAL  SCHOOLS 

■ 

continue  to  multiply,  and  we  learn  that  there  will  henceforth  be  four 
in  the  State  of  Tennessee.  An  additional  college  is  already  oiganized 
at  Nashville,  in  which  Prof.  May,  of  Washington,  will  take  the  chair 
of  Surgery;  while  still  another  has  been  founded  at  Knoxville,  both 
of  which  it  is  said  will  open  with  the  approaching  session.  The  school 
at  Memphis,  and  the  present  successful  college  at  Nashville,  will  of 
course  survive  this  rivalry.  Go  ahead,  gentlemen, professors,  increase 
and  multiply ;  albeit,  we  fear  for  some  of  you,  that  you  will,  like  too  ma^f 
of  your  compeers,  "  lecture  for  nothing,  and  fi.nd  yourselves.''  Exp^' 
imtia  docet. 
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StatUUos  of  American  Medical  Colleges,  for  1857-8. 

With  corrections  and  additions. 

Stadents.    GradoAtM. 

Jefferson  Medical  College 501        209 

University  of  Pennsylvania 435         145 

University  of  New  York 127 

University  of  Nashville 353         109 

University  of  Louisiana 276          68 

University  of  Soath  Carolina 216          83 

Pennsylvania  Medical  College 140          35 

New  Orleans  School  of  Medicine 126          33 

St.  Louis  Medical  College 125          49 

Rush  Medical  College 100          36 

Castleton  Medical  College,  2  sessions. . .  94          34 

University  of  Virginia 88 

Cleveland  Medical  College 78          25 

Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine 63           18 

Medical  College  oT  Virginia 60 

University  of  Georgia 61 

N.  Y.  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons .  63 

Ohio  Medical  College 43 

New  York  Medical  College 33 

University  of  Michigan 27 

Missouri  Medical  College 25 

Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine 18 

Harvard  University 16 

Transylvania  University 12 

Kentucky  School  of  Medicine 11 

Oglethorpe  Medical  College 37           11 

Starling  Medical  College 10 

University  of  Buffalo 9 

Yale  Medical  College ., 6 

Memphis  Medical  College ,         19 


»♦< 


We  regret  to  hear  of  the  resignation  of  Prof.  J.  B.  Flint,  the  emi- 
nent teacher  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Louisville.  Prof.  Pal- 
mer succeeds  him  by  transfer,  which  will  leave  two  vacancies,  Anato- 
my and  Obstetrics,  both  of  which  will  doubtless  be  supplied  in  time 
for  the  ensuing  session  of  this  prosperous  school. 


Insanity  from  Table-turning  and  Spirit-rapping, — The  Gazette  des 
HdpUaux  states  that  there  are  in  the  Zurich  Lunatic  Asylum  twenty- 
five  persons  who  have  lost  their  reason  through  table-turning  and 
spirit-rapping. 
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THE  L.  I.  COLLEGE  HOSPITAL^ 

at  Brooklyn,  was  inaugurated  by  a  public  ceremonial,  dinner,  toasts, 
and  speeches  on  the  third  of  June.  Our  profession  in  New  York  was 
represented  by  Drs.  Francis  and  Wood,  who  were  among  the  guests, 
and  by  a  letter  of  congratulation  from  Dr.  Mott.  The  Catholic  and 
liberal  basis  of  the  new  Institution  was  happily  illustrated,  by  the 
conjoint  participation  in  the  ceremonies  by  the  Most  Rev.  Archbishop 
Hughes,  Rev.  Dr.  Storrs,  Rev.  Dr.  Milburn,  Rev.  Dr.  Farley,  and 
others,  representing  the  dlflferent  denominations.  We  renew  our  best 
wishes  for  the  success  of  this  new  institution  of  charity. 


»•« 


Sigma  Gamma. — The  literary  exercises  of  the  Sigma  Gamma  Fra- 
ternity of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  New  York, 
took  place  on  Wednesday  evening,  June  16th.  Chancellor  Ferris 
opened  the  exercises  with  prayer.  Mr.  S.  Smith,  of  Georgia,  read  an 
essay  on  Homoeopathy.  He  attacked  the  system  in  a  vigorous  man- 
ner, and  defended  an  article  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Fraternity,  de- 
nying membership  to  believers  in  Hahnemann's  doctrines.  Mr.  D.  B. 
St.  John  Roosa,  of  New  York,  delivered  an  oration  on  the  duty  of 
the  medical  student  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  world.  Dr.  A.  C.  Post, 
Professor  in  the  University,  next  addressed  the  Society,  after  which 
the  meeting  adjourned. 
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ATI.ANTA  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

The  Fourth  Course  of  Lectures  in  this  lastitution  will  commence  on  the  first  MONDAY  in  HAT 
next,  and  continue  four  months. 

FACULTY 
H,  W.  Brown,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 
John  W.  Joxes,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Principles  and 

Practice  of  Medicine. 
W.  F.  Wksttmorbland,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Principles 

and  Practice  of  Surgery. 
Tho8.  S.  Powell.  M.D.,  Prof,  of  0b.stetric8  and 

Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 


Alrxandkr  Mkans,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and 

Ptiflrrnftcy 
JosKPH  P.  LooAN,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Physiology  and 

General  Pathology. 
J.  G.  Wbstmorkland,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Materia 

Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
T.  C.  H.  Wilson,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anat. 


■  FEES.—Yox  the  Course  of  Lectures,  $106;  Matriculation,  (once  only,)  $5 .00;  Dissecting  Ticket, 
(taken  once,)  $10.00;  Graduation,  $25.00. 

The  increased  facilities  in  the  Departments  of  Anatomy,  Surgenr  and  Chemistry,  afforded  bj 
ample  and  well-adapted  rooms  in  the  new  College  Building,  make  these  branches  of  study  mueh 
more  entertaining  than  heretofore. 

The  Dissecting  Room,  situated  in  the  upper  story  of  the  building,  and  furnished  with  sky-light, 
will  be  opened  and  supplied  with  sound  and  inoffensive  subjects  by  the  15th  of  April. 

Good  board  can  be  had  in  the  city  at  $3.00  to  $4.00  per  week. 

For  farther  information,  address 

J.  G.  WESTMOREIiAND,  Dean. 

ATiJkNT.i,(?eo.,  FA.  8, 1858. 

J^"'-"  ■  '  ■'  ^,.-■1-—      ■  ■-l.■■^--—      ■■■■  ■  ■!■  ■■  i.^i.  ^m—m  ■-■■■■       I     I  ■  ■^— — ^^^ 

Contribations  to  OperatiFe  Surgery  &  Surgical  Pathology^ 


Frafessor  of  Snrgery  in  the  New  York  Medical  CoU^^,  Surgeon-in-chief  to  the  State  Hospital,  |(0. 

This  work  will  be  published  in  a  series  of  Numbers,  to  be  issued  quarterly. 
Each  Number,  of  quarto  size,  will  contain  from  Forty  to  Sixty  Pages  of  Letter- 
press, printed  on  the  best  paper,  with  Illustrations  of  the  Cases  drawn  from 
nature;  will  be  complete  in  the  topics  it  embraces;  and  will  be  published  in  the 
following  order: 


Case  of  Amputation  of  the  Entire  Lower  Jaw.  Remarks  on  Amputation  of 
the  Lover  Jaw.  Elephantiasis  Arabum  suocessf imy  treated  by  Ligature  of  4he 
Femoral  Artery,  with  cases. 


Cade  of  Exsection  of  the  Entire  Ulna.  Remarkfi  on  Neuralgia,  with  Three 
Cases  successfully  treated  by  Exsection  of  the  Second  Branch  of  the  Fifth  Pur 
of  Nerves,  beyond  the  Ganglion  of  Meckel. 

XiTo.   8. 

Case  of  Restoration  of  the  Entire  Upper  Lip.  Remarks  on  the  Pathology  of 
Congenital  Dislocations  of  the  Hip  Joint,  with  Illustrations. 


Case  of  Exsection  of  the   Entire  Radius.    Case  of  Exsection  of  the  Three 
Lower  Fourths  of  the  same  Bone.    Remarks  on  Osteo-aneurism,  with  a  Case. 


Case  of  Amputation  at  the  Shoulder  Joint  for  the  Removal  of  a  large  Osteo- 
flbro-Cancerous  Tumor  of  the  Humerus,  with  Remarks  on  Amputation  at  thie 
Joint    Case  of  Penetrating  Gun-shot  Wound  of  the  Heart 

Case  of  Double  Congenital  Dislocation  of  the  Hip  Joint  Remarks  on  Doable 
Capital  Operations,  with  Cases.  Remarks  on  the  Comparative  Merits  of  the  Par* 
iial  Amputations  of  the  Foot.    Remarks  on  Amputation  through  the  Ankle  Joint 

Successful  removal  of  a  large  Fibro-cartilaginous  Tumor,  growing  from  the 
Sixth  and  Seventh  Ribs,  over  the  Region  of  the  Heart.  Remarks  on  the  Treat- 
ment of  Varicose  Veins  of  the  Lower  Extremities,  with  Oases.    Remarks  on  the 
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Creation  of  an  Artificial  Joint  upon  the  Lower  Jaw,  in  case  of  complete  Anchy- 
losis at  the  Temporo-maxillary  Articulation  of  One  Side. 


Remarks  on  the  Operation  of  Doable  Complicated  Hare  Lip,  with  Cases.  Re- 
marks on  the  Etiology  of  Congenital  Dislocations  of  the  Hip  Joint.  Remarks 
on  the  Removal  of  the  First  Dressings  after  Capital  Amputations. 

i\ro.  3« 

Case  of  Encysted  Sanguineous  Tumor  of  the  Neck  successfully  removed,  with 
Remarks  on  such  Formations.  Remarks  on  the  Purulent  Ophthalmia  of  large 
and  crowded  Institutions.  Case  of  Yesico-vaginal  Fistula  and  Stricture  of  the 
Vagina,  with  Formation  of  Two  Large  Urinary  Calculi  in  the  Vagina,  behind 

the  Stricture — Spontaneous  Cure  of  the  Fistula. 


Two  Cases  of  Amputation  at  the  Hip  Joint.  Remarks  on  the  Anatomy  of 
Femoral  Hernia.  Case  of  Epilepsy  treated  by  Tracheotomy,  and  wearing  of  a 
Tracheal  Tube,  with  Remarks.  Remarks  on  the  Restoration  of  the  Entire 
Lower  Lip,  with  Cases.    Cases  of  Amaurosis  treated  with  the  Pomade  de  Gon- 

dret  on  the  Sinciput. 

These  Numbers  are  in  course  of  preparation,  and  will  form  one  Complete 
Volume,  the  First  of  a  Series.    The  First  Number  will  appear  in  March,  1858. 
Tkrms  of  Subscription. — Each  Number,  75  cents,  to  l3e  paid  for  on  delivery. 

LINDSAY  h,  BLAKISTON, 

PhUadelplila. 


COD   LIYER   OIL   JELLY, 

AFFEOVED  BT  THE  NEW  TOEE  ACADEKT  OF  HEDICIHE. 

The  marked  repugnance  which  many  invalids  feel  for  every  kind  of  oil,  and 
especially  for  Cod  Liver  Oil,  prevents  many  patients  from  using  it,  even  in 
cases  where  the  physician  prescribes  it  as  the  only  remedy  for  the  disease:  or 
if  the  invalid,  after  many  efforts,  succeeds  in  taking  it,  the  disgust  and  repug- 
nance neutralize,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  good  effect  of  the  remedy.  Often 
diarrhoea  or  vomitings  injure  the  ^tate  of  the  patient,  and  the  remedy  is  an 
injury  instead  of  a  benefit.  These  unpleasant  effects  are  entirely  obviated  by 
the  use  of  my  Cod  Liver  Oil  Jelly.  The  invalid,  if  he  follows  my  direction, 
can  take  it  without  perceiving  the  least  taste  of  the  Oil.  I  also  particularly 
and  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  physicians  to  the  modus  operandi  of  this 
Jelly  in  the  stomach.  Instead  of  this  feeling  of  nauseai,  more  or  less  painful, 
which  no  patient  escapes,  this  Jelly,  taken  almost  without  taste,  is  gradually 
dissolved  in  the  stomach.  The  Oil,  by  its  combination  with  the  sugar,  forms  a 
beneficial  emulsion,  and  being  carried  in  this  manner  in  an  infinitesimal  mole- 
cular division,  every  particle  acts,  and  no  loss  of  the  remedy  can  happen. 

Invented  and  prepared  solely  by 

E.  QUERU,  Practical  Chemist, 
XTo.  135  Fonrth  Avenne,  XT.  T. 

PEJV'FOLD,  CLAY  if  CO,,  Agents,  No.  4  Fletcher  Street,  New  York. 
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TO    THE    ]flEDICAIi    PROFESSIOnr. 

^'  Ferruginous  Preparations." 


Would  call  the  attention  of  Physicians  and  Druggists  to  their  large  assortment 
of  Ferruginous  Preparations,  protected  by  a  covering  of  sugar,  so  as  to  warrant 
their  keeping  for  any  length  of  time.  These  Sugar  Coated  Pills  or  Drag^es,  pre- 
pared by  Messrs.  Gamier,  Lamouroux  &  Cie.,of  Paris,  are  warranted  to  contain 
the  exact  proportions,  and  prepared  from  the  very  purest  articles;  the  follow- 
ing are  a  few  of  those  t^f  can  furnish  in  any  quantites  at  the  lowest  wholesale 
price,  viz:  Iodide  Lactate,  Hydrogen  reduced,  Manganese  and  Iron,  ValleVg 
Citrate  and  Tartrate  of  Iron,  also  Quinine  Pills.  1  gr.  each;  all  the  combina- 
tions of  fCxtract  of  Copaiba,  Cubebs  and  Iron,  Assafcetida  Pills;  all  the  alka- 
loids in  granules  of  one  fiftieth  (1-50)  of  a  grain,  Opium  Pills,  1  gr.  6ach;  and 
other  U.  S.  Pharm.  Pills. 

PHYSICIAKS'  PRESCRIPTIONS 

will  be  put  up  with  the  above  Drag^es  or  Sugar  Coated  Pills  only  when  pre- 
scribed; thas  for  abreviation  S.  C.  at  the  end  of  the  pill  prescribed,  or  the  full 
word  Drag^es  of  Iodide  Iron,  <fcc.,  &c.,  &c.  We  have  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Faculty  correct  lists,  with  proportion  of  active  ingredients  in  each  Dragee  or 
Pill.  By  Addressing, 

DELLUC  &  C0i9  Dijipensing  Apothecaries^ 

635  BUOADlXrAT,  and 

250  FomUi  Avenne. 

P.  S.    Messrs.  H.  C.  Blair  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  will  take  pleasure  in  show- 
ing the  specimens  to  the  physicians  of  tnat  city. 


TO   THE    MEDICAL   PROFESSION. 


The  undersigned  respectfully  informs  his  Medical  brethren  that  li9  has  retaken  th«  Store 

aro.  809  BUOADlXrAT, 

Formerly  occupied  by  George  D.  Coggeshall,  and  that  he  will  there  carry  on  the  business  of  9M 

Apothecary,  in  connection  with  his  old  establishment, 

No.  6  BOWERY, 

Hoping  that,  with  competent  assistants  and  strict  attention,  he  will  merit  and  reeeire  a  continu- 
ance of  the  favors  he  \jfA  hitherto  enjoyed.  ^ 

The  profession  may  place  implicit  confidence  in  erery  article  being  of  the  best  quality,  and 
accurately  dispensed. 

All  new  preparations  made  or  procured  at  short  notice. 

The  undersigned  will  also  endeavor  to  keep  a  supply  of  fresh  Vaccine  Virus  for  the  benefit 
of  the  profession,  on  the  uaual  conditions. 

W^JH.  jr.  OLLiJPJPEf 

6  BOWE&T,  near  Chatham  Square,  miA  i 

February,  1858.  809  BBOADWAT,  near  Uth  St,  N.  T. 
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OFFICES    OF 


PalmM's  Patent  Leg  and  Oechanical  Snrgery, 

tSiK  aTvS  llnNid^vay.  IS\  Y., 
3?«  Otenot  St..  niiU.,  A 19  Oreea  St..  Boiton. 

A    CARD. 
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KRDIOAT.  GAZRTTR  ADTKBTrslR. 


Surge's  Apparatus  for  Fractured  Thigh 

la  mpet^trEilIf  submitted  Co  tbe  examinstion  and  criticiani  of  the  profeaBioQ.  It  is  ■ 
late  tnveation,  which  has  elicited  very  (Hvorable  commeDt,  ns  far  as  it  is  known.  It 
hBB  been  Iboroughljr  tested  in  ictual  pnctice,  and  has  produced  the  moat  gratifflDg 
reanlts.  It  1h  remnrkabl;  aimple  m  Iti  caaitrDcticn,  easily  applied,  eomfortable  to  the 
patient,  adapted  to  Tmclnre  oT  either  limb  and  to  patients  of  an;  size.  It  is  Tree  tram 
all  tbe  objeC^aiiB  to  which  the  ordinary  gtmight  gptint  is  liable,  and  paBseaeea  other 
oeir  Teaturcfl  or  great  practical  nlilltj.  By  it  tbe  eounter-eiteudinE  preaenre  le  uon- 
flned  to  the  nates  and  tuberosities  of  tbe  ischia,  and  does  not  at  all  impinge  npon  the 
front  of  tbe  groin,  by  which  means  one  of  tbe  most  freqneat  lonrces  of  annojunce  tnd 
danger  Is  obviated.  So  part  of  the  txidy  is  confined  except  tbe  injured  limb  and  that 
to  wbich  It  ia  immsdialelj  articnlsted,  viz.,  the  pelvis;  thus  the  chest  is  left  entiret; 
nnrestiained,  and  mach  freedom  of  motion  grunted  to  the  whole  upper  part  of  the 
body,  which  lends  greally  to  the  comfort  and  health  of  tbe  patient. 
The  pelvis  ia  so  Becnred  as  not  to  be  liable  to  lateral  motion  or  to  sink  In  the  bed- 
Provision  is  also  made  Ibr  facility  of  defecation,  thoa  enenring  the  Breateat  piwaible 
deasliness,  and  prereoling  the  nocesait;  of  dlatiirbing  the  patient  when  his  bowels  are 

a^  Uembers  of  the  profession  may  obtain  thi;  apparaloa  romiilele  in  all  it'<  parts, 
ttnd  nicely  pachcd,  by  sending  tbihti-civ-g  ndLLiHij  by  mult  or  eiprcsa  lo  the  ad- 

r.  B.  HOBAKT  SUROS,  M.D., 

13ti  DuAeld  ^tnet,  Brooklyn,  \.  V^ 

or  WILLUM  J.  BORGE,  Taunton.  Mmj. 

For  Further  particntara  see  Transactions  Amcrloan  Uedical  Association,  Tol.  X,  and 
Hew  Tork  Journal  of  Medicine,  May,  1B57,  or  address  as  above. 


NO  T  I  C  E-. 


^^^^H        Tbe  rabecriber  hating  removed  from  3 
^^^^^H  tfl  orders,  in  fatore,  for  bis  Preparations 

^^H  THOMAS  T.  GREEN, 

^^^^^H  Apotiikcart. 

^^^^^1  S62  Broadway,  comer  of  I4tb  Sti««t, 

^^^^^^  CNioN  r!.iCK  amti.. 
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PHARMACEUTIC    PILL8   AND    GRANULES. 

(8UQAR     COATED.) 
TheM  preparatioDfl  are  designed  to  meet  the  waotM  of  the  trade  and  profesfiion  in  supplying 
ftrticln  of  daily  use  aoetaxUely  prepared  from  pure  materials,    buch  am  are  prei>ared  according  to 
tbe  U.  a.  1  harmacopia  are  marked  ^.S  P.;"  in  other  ca««8,  the  exact  proportion  of  active  prin- 
ciple in  Htated.    The  general  divisions  hare  been  adapted  to  the  standard  rules  of  pref»cription. 

TOmBOi  dL  CO.,  9S  John  Street,  XT.  7. 


Arsenous  Mii—OM-Ji/tieUi  of  a  Cfrain 


do 
do 
do 
do 
Ont-fffh  qfa  Qrain. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Atropine, 
Dlgitaline, 
Morphine, 
Strychnine, 
Codeine— 
Conicine, 
Extract  of  ipecac, 
Extract  of  opium, 
Kerroes, 

Proto-iodide  of  mercury, 
Opium, 
Tartar  emetic, 
Veratrin, 

Ext.  Aconite— On«/oui1A  of  a  Orain. 
*'    Belladonna,  do> 

C!onium,  do 

Veratium  viride,         do 

Irisin—  One-half  of  a  Cfrain, 

Phytolaccin,  do 

Podophyllin,  do 

SanguioHria,  do 

Hantonio,  do 

Ext.  Ac^mite,  do 

<<    Belladonna,  do 

**    CaunabiH  indica,  do 

"    Colchicum,  do 

**    Conium,  do 

"    Digitalis,  do 

*»    HyoBcyamus,  do 

<*    Ignatia  amara,  do 

"    t<anguinaria,  do 

''    Ktramonium,  do 

*^    Veratrum  viride,  do 

Apocynin —  One  Orain. 

Affclepin,  do 

Ciinicifugin,  do 

Geranin,  do 

Hydrastin  (neutral^,  do 

Hydrastine  (allialoid),  do 

Irisin.  do 

JaLtpin,  do 

Lactate  of  iron,  do 

Leptandrin,  do 

Popuitn,  do 

Proto-iodide  of  iron,  do 

Baoguinarin,  do 
Quevenne's  iron,  (reduced 

by  hydrogen),  do 

Salacin,  do 

Seutelarin,  do 

Stillingin,  do 

Sulphate  of  quinine,  do 

Valerianate  of  quinine,         do 

Xanthoxylln,  do 

Ext.  Aconite,  do 

'*    Apocynnm  Cannab,       do 

"    Oonlum,  do 

<<    Cannabis  Indica,  do 

"    HyoHcyamus,  do 

"    Hellebore,  (Black)        do 

<<    Iris,  {Bluejlag)  do 

«    Jalap,  do 

«    Phytolacca,  do 

«    Quamia,  •  do 

'<    Savin,  do 

**    Sanguinaria,  do 

*'    Stramonium,  do 

Calcined  Magnesia—  Tioo  Chratnt* 

Calomel  do 


Qtrate  of  iron,  Tioo  Grains. 

Comme,  do 

Iodide  of  potassium,  do 
Mhgnesia  and  rhubarb, 

(one  grain  each),  do 
Opium  and  acetate  of 

lead  (one  grain  each),  do 

Sinecin,  do 

Sub  nitrate  of  bismuth,  do 
Tartrate  of  potassa  and 

iron,  do 

Washed  sulphur,  do 

Willow  charcoal,  do 

Ext.  Apocynum,  do 

Anthsmis,  do 

Asclepias  Incar,  do 

Blacliberry,  do 

Cornus  Florida,  do 

Cimicifuga,  do 

Columbo,  do 

Cypripedium,  do 

Cubebs,  do 

Dulcamara,  do 

Eupatorium,  do 

Gentian,  do 

Geranium,  do 

Iris,  (Blueflag)  do 

Jalap,  do 
Leoutice,  (Blue  Cohosh)     do 

Lettuce,  do 

Logwood,  do 
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Poppy,  do 

Quercus,  (TTAiteOoJIc)  do 

Khubarb,  do 

Rhubarb  and  Senna,  do 

Rue,  do 

Spirea,  (HarcUiack)  do 

Senna  Alex,  do 

Uva  Ursi,  do 

•*    Valerian,  (English)  do 

Blue  fill— Tujoand-one-hdlf  and  five  Grains. 

Compound  cathartic  ^U.S.P.)—    Three  Grains 

Compound  calomel  (Piummer's),  do 

Compound  iron,  (U.S.P.)  do 

Carbonate  of  Iron,  (Vallett's  formula)  do 

Dinner  pill  (Lady  Webster's)  do 

Ext.  Princess  Pine,  do 

**    Colocynth  Compound,  do 
Colocynth  compound  and 

Hyoscyamus,  do 

SarsapariUa  American,  do 

«'  Comp.  do 

Rio  Negro,  do 

*<  Comp.  do 

Taraxacum,  do 

Aloes,  myrrh  and  iron  (U.S.P.)— Jb«r  Graint 


u 

(( 
(t 
it 
(( 
it 


<t 
tc 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Aloes  and  myrrh  (U.S.P.) 
Aloetic  (U.S.P  ) 
Assafoetida  (U.S. P.) 
Aloes  and  assafoetida  (U.S.P.), 
Aloes  and  iron  (U.S.P.) 
Rhubarb  compound, 
Copabia,  pure,  sdlidified, 

*'        and  Extract  of  C^ubebs, 

t«  "  '<      Citrate  of  iron, 

Extract  of  cubebs, 

*•  and  alum, 

**  ftod  rbatany  aad  iron. 
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Vol.  IZ.  AVOVST,   itat.  Ho.  t. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES,  &c. 

At  this  season  of  the  year  bat  few  new  medical  books  reach  as  from 
the  pablishing  hooses,  all  of  which  seem  to  be  availing  themselves  of  the 
sammer  solstice  for  a  respite  and  recreation.  Oar  correspondents  seem 
to  be  like  minded;  bat  we  joarnalists  are  compelled  to  make  brick  with- 
out straw,  for  oar  panctaalitj  weekly,  monthly,  or  quarterly,  as  the 
case  may  be,  is  a  punctilio  not  to  be  disregarded. 

In  the  absence  of  anything  better  for  the  opening  department  of 
this  number,  we  introduce  to  our  readers  a  few  new  books,  and  the 
July  numbers  of  some  of  the  journals  whose  contents  strike  us  as  wor- 
thy of  remark.  It  will,  at  all  events,  serve  as  light  reading  during  the 
liot  weather  which  is  upon  us,  and  may  prove  acceptable  and  useful. 
Moreover,  we  owe  this  courtesy  to  our  exchanges,  some  of  which  we 
have  neglected  of  late. 

A  Manual  op  Psychological  Medicine,  containing  the  History,  No- 
sology, Description,  Statistics,  Diagnosis,  Pathology  and  Treatment 
of  Insanity,  with  an  Appendix  of  Cafes.  By  John  Charles  Buck- 
nill,  M.D.,  &c.,  London,  and  Daniel  H.  Take,  M.D.,  Ac.  Philadel- 
phia: Blanchard  &  Lea.     1858. 

This  is  the  most  important  professional  publication  of  the  present 
century.  Its  subject  is  one  upon  which  we  have  no  systematic  trea- 
tise in  the  English  language  at  all  adequate  to  meet  the  wants  of  either 
practitioners  or  students;  and  yet  it  is  a  subject  of  vast  and  growing 
interest,  the  study  and  cultivation  of  which  is  the  imperative  duty  of 
every  practitioner.  It  is  lamentable  to  concede,  as  we  are  obliged  to 
29 
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do,  that  in  America  we  are  almost  without  books  or  teachers  in  the 
department  of  Medical  Psychology;  this  topic,  including  that  of  In- 
sanity in  its  multiplied  phases,  being  almost  wholly  ignored  by  oar 
colleges  and  universities,  to  whom  medical  education  among  us  is  com- 
mitted. And  yet  every  physician  is  presumed  and  expected  to  under- 
stand and  to  treat  insanity,  though  he  has  never  heard  a  lecture  on 
the  subject,  or  it  may  be,  never  seen  a  book  imparting  the  necessary 
knowledge^  or  visited  an  Asylum  for  the  Insane  for  clinical  instruction. 

This  humiliating  neglect  of  so  important  a  subject  is  whtUy  inex- 
cusable, and  will  not  be  tolerated  much  longer  by  the  profession  of  this 
country.  It  is  not  because  we  are  without  the  men  who  are  amply 
qualified  as  teachers  in  this  department,  nor  that  there  is  any  lack  of 
public  and  private  institutions  admirably  adapted  for  clinical  instruc- 
tion. But  no  Professorship  of  Psychology  has  been  provided  in  any 
of  our  schools,  our  present  routine  system  of  medical  teaching  leaving 
the  student  neither  time  nor  opportunity  to  cultivate  the  knowledge 
of  this  invaluable  department.  Nor  has  there  been  founded  in  Amer- 
ica any  clinical  teaching  on  the  subject  of  insanity,  notwithstanding 
the  numerous  asylums  which  philanthropy  has  provided  in  every  part 
of  our  country,  and  the  great  number  of  their  superintendents  who 
have  qualified,  and  even  distinguished  themselves  as  experts,  admira- 
bly fitting  them  for  clinical  and  practical  teaching. 

The  appearance  of  this  new  and  able  work,  emanating  as  it  does 
from  the  conjoint  learning  and  experience  of  two  of  the  most  eminent 
practical  men  of  Great  Britain,  recognized  everywhere  as  experts  and 
savans  in  this  department,  cannot  fail  to  inaugurate  a  new  era 
among  us. 

Dr.  Bucknill  has  long  been  the  Superintendent  of  the  Devon  County 
Lunatic  Asylum,  which  ranks  deservedly  in  the  public  esteem  as  pri- 
mu$  inter  pares;  and  he  is,  moreover,  well  known  as  the  editor  of  the 
Asylum  Journal  of  Mental  Science;  while  Dr.  Tuke,  beside  his  connec- 
tion as  medical  officer  with  the  ancient  and  successful  **  Retreat,"  of 
York,  which  has  a  world-wide  reputation,  is  officiating  as  Lecturer  on 
Psychological  Medicine,  with  great  popularity  and  usefulness.  Hence 
they  are  probably  the  best  informed  and  most  experienced  practical 
men  in  Europe  for  the  preparation  of  such  a  work,  and  by  a  happy 
combination  and  division  of  their  labors,  this  book  has  been  the  result. 
Dr.  Tuke  is  the  author  of  the  first  moiety  of  the  volume,  comprising 
the  history,  nosology,  description  and  statistics  of  insanity;  while  the 
diagnosis,  pathology  and  treatment  are  the  work  of  Dr.  BacknilL 
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An  appendix  is  added  by  the  latter,  reciting  illustrative  cases  and  re- 
ferring to  a  plate  of  portraits  exhibiting  certain  types  of  insanity,  and 
famishes  the  frontispiece  of  the  work. 

Oar  limits  will  not  permit  of  any  amplification,  else  we  would  gladly 
analyze  the  matter  of  the  book,  and  illnstrate  by  citations  that  oar 
estimate  is  not  an  exaggerated  one,  when  we  pronoance  it  superior  to 
any  other  work  on  the  subjects  of  which  it  treats.  The  book  of  Prich- 
ard  is  phrenological  throughout,  a  vice  from  which  this  work  is  free. 
The  German  writers  are  too  diffuse  and  too  metaphysical,  not  to  say 
mystical,  for  practical  utility;  while  the  monographs  of  Winslow,  Ray 
and  others  are  only  valuable  for  specialists. 

Our  only  regret  is,  that  the  authors  did  not  include  in  their  plan  the 
medico-legal  aspects  of  the  subject,  although  these  will  furnish  the  ma- 
terial for  another  volume,  which  is  greatly  needed  now  that  increasing 
attention  to  the  subject  is  invoked.  In  Germany,  France,  as  well  as 
England,  and  we  hope  in  America,  Medical  Psychology  is  henceforth 
to  become  an  integral  part  of  the  education  of  every  physician.  No 
medical  appointment  can  now  be  secured  from  the  India  Board,  with- 
out a  knowledge  of  the  nature  and  treatment  of  insanity,  and  it  can- 
not be  long  before  a  similar  requisition  will  be  adopted  by  our  Army 
and  Navy  Board,  if  not  by  our  Medical  Schools.  In  our  late  report 
on  *'  Moral  Insanity,"  for  the  American  Medical  Association,  and 
which  will  appear  in  the  forthcoming  volume  of  the  Transactions  for 
1858,  our  readers  will  find  a  plea  in  this  behalf.  Had  this  volume 
been  accessible  when  that  paper  was  written,  we  would  gladly  have 
availed  ourselves  of  its  authority  and  teachings,  which  we  find  strongly 
corroborative  of  the  independent  views  we  have  there  taken  in  relation 
to  moral  insanity,  upon  which  subject  the  opinions  of  its  authors  are 
soundly  conservative,  both  in  morals  and  law.  The  American  pub- 
lishers merit  thanks  and  patronage  for  their  timely  and  early  issue  of 
this  beautiful  volume. 

A  Pkactical  Treatise  on  the  Causes,  Symptoms,  and  Treatment  of 
Spermatorrhoea.  By  M.  Lallemand,  of  the  University  of  Montpe- 
lier,  &c.  Translated  and  edited  by  Henry  J.  McDongall,  of  the 
Royal  College  of  England,  &c.  Third  American  edition.  To 
which  is  added  the  kindred  work  '*  on  Diseases  of  the  Yesicolse 
Seminales,  and  their  associated  organs,  with  special  reference  to  the 
Morbid  Secretions  of  the  Prostatic  and  Urethral  Mucous  Mem- 
brane. By  Marris  Wilson,  M.D."  Philadelphia:  Blanehard  & 
Lea.     1858. 
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be  had  confided  in  the  lancet  and  calomel,  until  he  had  learned,  bx  he 
will  do  when  he  ia  older,  that  plyaliim  is  the  only  cure  for  puerperal 
peritonitis,  as  many  of  his  eeniora  are  ever  demtiustratrng.  If  he  ever 
saw,  hoard,  or  read  of  a  fatal  case  after  tlio  ponstitutioiial  effects  of 
meroory  were  secured,  ho  will  by  reporting  it  prove  himself  a  discov- 
erer. His  tables  are  singularly  unfortunate  for  the  brethren  who  rely 
upon  the  Bemi-narcotiam  and  sedative  yractice  to  which  he  has  given 
BO  fair  a  trial.  He  did  not  go  ao  far  with  raorphine  as  some  others 
hftie  done,  seldom  csceeding  i  of  a  grain  at  a  dose;  nor  in  llienggre- 
gate  did  be  approach  the  herculean  use  of  this  drag  nliich  has  been 
given  at  Bellevne  in  a  single  ilay,  yet  the  effects  on  the  pulse  and  the 
resalt  have  told  the  story,  and  sliovild  deter  him  ami  olhers  from  these 
drngs,  prompting  them  to  seek  some  better  way,  for  they  cannot  do 
worse.  Still  we  honor  the  author  of  this  pajier  for  his  candor  and 
fidelity  in,  reporting  the  cases,  and  predict  for  him  a  still  higher  repu- 
tation in  his  profession,  when  he  escapes  from  the  therapeiiliuul  errors 
of  his  teachers  by  unlearning  their  dogmas  in  the  school  of  experience. 
Dr.  OampbeU's  report  on  i'ractnres,  from  Bellevue  Hoapital,  is  highly 
luoditahle,  and  Dr.  S.  Oriswoid's  narrative  of  the  blundering  mischiefe 
of  a  coroner's  inquest,  wherein  arsenical  poisoning  waa  covered  np 
ander  the  name  of  plearisy,  at  the  sn^eslion  of  a  qn&ck,  is  worthy  of 
going  down  to  posterity  as  a  specimen  of  "  Crowner'.s  quast  law." 

Id  the  Heview  department  the  Journal  is  jnst  and  discriminuting, 
as  also  in  the  bibliographical  notices.  Its  medical  retrospect  contains 
reports  from  the  German  Dispensary  of  New  York,  which  promisea 
to  become  a  great  institution. 

We  wish  oar  neighbor  all  prosperity  and  a  wide  circnlatioD. 
Ahericah  Medical  Monthly,  for  July. 

This  Joarnal  is  well  sustained  by  its  editors,  Drs.  Parker,  DouglsB 
and  Steiner.  Ita  original  articles,  translations,  reports  of  societies 
and  hospitals,  reviews,  &c.,  are  always  interesting,  and  its  editorials 
numerous  and  spicy.  The  last  number  contains  Dr.  Dalton's  paper 
cm  the  anatomy  of  the  placenta  entire.  We  chronicle  its  enccesa  witli 
pleasare. 
New  Hampshire  Medical  Joctinal,  edited  by  Dr.  Hubbard, 

Is  still  kept  up  with  ability  and  spirit  every  month,  and  is  the  onlj 
periodical  in  that  state.    It  is  pahlished  at  Manchester,  N.  H. 
AiiERiCAN  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences.    July,  1858.    Kdited 

by  Isaac  Hays,  M.D.    Philadelphia;  Blanchard  &  Lea. 

This  venerable  qaarterlj  contiones  to  retain  its  ancient  supremacy. 
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notwithstaadiiig  these  da.je  of  riralrj  in  journalism,  under  tbe  gnid- 
SDce  of  its  able  editor,  who  ia  faTored  with  numerona  correspoDdents 
and  collaborators,  whose  intlitftry  ejiables  him  to  issue  each  namber 
laden  with  a  variety  of  rich  practical  matter  in  every  department, 
from  every  part  of  onr  conntry.  In  this  respect  he  excels  us  all. 
Witness  the  fifteen  original  commnnicntions  in  the  present  number,  of 
which  three  are  from  New  York,  viz; 

1.  Report  of  a  ease  of  inversioQ  of  the  uterns  successfully  reduced 
after  eis  months,  with  remarks  on  i-oduction  in  chronic  inversion. 
This  is  an  invaluable  paper,  skillfully  elaborated  by  Professor  J.  P. 
White,  M.D.,  of  Bnffab,  and  is  illustrated  by  funr  wood  cuts. 

2.  Exsection  of  tiie  lower  four-fifths  of  tlie  radius.  By  Professor 
Cftmochan,  of  New  York  City,  with  a  wood  cut. 

3.  Contributions  to  the  pathology  of  disease  of  tbe  Encephalon. 
By  F.  D.  Lente,  M.D.,  of  West  Point.  All  the  other  memoirs  and 
cases  nnder  this  head  are  of  practical  value,  and  many  of  them  possess 
novelty  as  well  as  merit, 

A  snmmary  of  tbe  Transactions  of  the  College  of  PhyGiciaiis  of 
Philadelphia,  inclndiug  reports  of  nine  stiiking  cases,  comes  next,  and 
is  followed  by  five  elaborate  reviews  of  new  books,  foreign  and  do- 
mestic, with  eight  bibliographical  notices,  all  of  which  are  just,  and 
even  generous.  The  quarterly  summary  of  improvements  and  discov- 
eries at  home  and  abroad,  including  a  domestic  summary  of  Amarican 
intelligence,  conclnde  the  cumber,  which  is  richly  worth  a  year's  isab- 
GcriptioD.  We  congratulate  the  editor  and  publishers  on  their  esten- 
sive  patronage,  which  is  merited. 
NoKTR  Americas  Mboico-ChirorricjIL  IIevjew,  July,  1858.    Edited 

by  Professors  Gross  and  Richardson,     J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co., 

Philadelphia. 

This  number  abounds  in  variety,  and  will  be  more  taking  than  any 
former  one,  since  its  critical  department  is  becoming  spicy;  albeit  we 
regret  that  so  savage  a  dissection  has  been  awarded  to  our  neighbor. 
Dr.  Sims,  by  some  partizan  of  Dr.  Eozemaii,  who,  as  we  think,  ought 
to  have  beeu  allowed  to  seek  some  other  vehicle  for  so  censorious  and 
personal  an  assault,  betraying  an  animus  unbecoming  a  reviewer. 
But  waiving  this  "  spot  in  the  sun,''  we  hugely  like  all  the  rest  of  this 
number,  including  the  "  cutting  up"  of  Eicord,  which  he  deserves,  for 
having  published  more  nonsense  about  his  specialty  than  all  otiier 
syphiliographers  put  together. 

We  have  here  six  analyticai  and  critical  reviews;  four  original  com- 
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munications,  and  a  report  on  practical  surgery  by  Dr.  Edward  Harts- 
home,  all  written  with  coDSommate  ability  and  skill,  showing  that  the 
editors  have  no  lack  of  material,  and  may  hence  be  sure  of  permanent 
support  for  their  journal.  A  good  article  is  good  for  fifty  paying  sub- 
scribers, as  every  journalist  knows,  and  such  are  eagerly  sought  ibr, 
but  too  rarely  found,  as  experience  teaches  some  of  u^  perennially. 

The  bi-monthly  abstract  by  Dr.  Fisher  is  replete  with  French^  Gibt- 
man,  and  Italian  novelties,  and  the  editor's  table  is  unnsually  reada- 
ble.   The  article  on  Homoeopathic  consultations  is  super-excellent. 

We  perceive  that  Dr.  Richardson's  removal  to  New  Orleans  will 
work  no  change  in  his  relation  to  the  Review,  but  Dr.  Gross,  Jr.,  will 
become  assistant  editor. 

New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  for  July,  1858. 

The  editor,  Bennet  Dowler,  M.D.,  aided  as  he  has  always  been  by 
distinguished  collaborators,  continues  to  make  his  bi-monthly  one  of 
the  most  attactive  in  the  country,  as  might  be  expected,  in  view  of 
his  ardor,  industry,  and  scholarship.  This  number  contains  two  sur- 
gical articles  from  Dr.  Warren  Stone,  which  will  add  new  laurels  to 
his  brow;  one  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Nott,  of  Mobile,  on  the  Natural  History 
of  Dogs,  an  admirable  paper;  and  one  from  the  inexhaustible  Dr. 
Cartwriglit,  on  Epigenesis  and  Sterility,  which,  like  (everything  from 
his  pen,  has  both  merit  and  novelty — a  rara  avis  in  these  days. 

The  editorial  contributions  to  the  Hydrographical  Thermology  and 
Hygeine  of  the  Mississippi  River,  is  an  elaborate  paper  of  40  pd,^es, 
abounding  with  new  material  for  suggestive  thought,  and  is  emineiHly 
practical  and  instructive.  Dr.  Pinckard  on  Cholera,  and  l)r.  Jones' 
lectures  on  Yellow  Fever,  will  be  read  with  interest  and  profit,  these 
papers  having  cost  their  authors  much  thought  and  labor. 

The  articles  designated  as  the  **  Progress  of  Medicine*'  and  Reviews, 
Editorials,  &c.,  which  make  up  this  number,  are  all  valuable  and  use- 
ful. The  commendatory  and  discriminating  criticism  upon  Appleton's 
new  Cyclopaedia  will  doubtless  be  very  acceptable  to  both  editors  and 
publishers  of  that  great  work,  for  Djr.  Dowler  has  no  superior  in  our 
ranks  as  a  medical  scholar;  nor  is  there  any  abler  reviews  in  the 
country  than  his  in  this  Journal.  Hence  we  regard  our  files  with  fas- 
tidious partiality,  recurring  to  them  often  with  pleasure  and  instmo 
tion,  upon  every  number  of  which  Dr.  Dowler  has  made  indelible 
marks,  by  the  versatility  of  his  genius  and  the  scholastic  and  Tigoroiui 
style  of  his  editorials.  ■'     -.i.. 
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SouTHERSi  Medical  axd  Sdbgical  Joubkal,  for  Jnly. 

Professor  Henrj  F.  Campbell  is  asEOcuited  wiUi  Us  brother,  Dr.  Rob- 
ert Campbell,  ia  the  Uane  of  this  Jonm&l  at  AagoBta,  Geo.,  &nd  which 
fully  snstaJos  its  prestige,  acquired  by  tbeir  predecessors.  Tbe  senior  lias 
taken  a  high  positioa  amoog  phjEioiogistJ^,  bj  his  researches  inlo  tbe 
nerroBs  sjstem,  aad  the  application  of  the  knowledge  thas  acqairod 
to  pathology;  and  the  contribntions  of  his  broUier  to  practical  medi- 
(dne,  one  of  which  graces  this  nnmber,  exhibit  an  ardor  in  the  coltiTa- 
tioa  of  science  which  proves  him  to  be  a  kindred  spirit.  To  the  twain 
may  be  Gtly  appropriated  the  title  par  nobilt  fratnan. 

We  regard  it  as  one  of  our  most  welcome  exchanges,  and  reioice 
ill  its  merited  saccess.  A  paper  in  this  number  from  Professor  Jonea, 
recently  appointed  to  succeed  Dr.  Means  in  the  chair  of  Chemistry  in 
Aognsta  College,  proves  that  be  is  not  a  mere-  cbemist,  bat  a  patholo- 
gist and  therapeatiiit  as  well,  and  will  donbtless  teach  mrdiaii  chemis- 
try, and  thus  honor  the  Angosta  Coll^;e. 
Ohio  Msdical  axd  Scbgical  Jocxxal,  Jnly,  1858.     Edited  by  Dra. 

Dawson  and  Hamilton,  Professors  in  Stading  Medical  CoU^c,  Co- 

Imubos,  Ohio. 

This  bi-moQthly  has  always  held  a  highly  repnlable  rank  ajDOi^ 
our  periodicalf,  and  its  morale  is  oever  in  faoit.  Tbe  new  srrangv- 
menl  of  editorial  service  will  doubtless  extend  its  pogialarity  and  nse- 
fnliKGS.  Dr.  H.  has  an  excellent  snrgical  paper  in  this  nnmber.  Tbe 
reviews  are  brief  bat  well-considered,  and  tbe  selections,  editonab, 
Ac^  are  alwsjrs  practical  We  perceive  by  the  circular  that  the  Star- 
Sag  Medkal  CoDege  b  prospering,  and  prepared  to  keep  np  t&s 
standard  of  medical  edacation. 

The  CixdxsATi  Laxcct  and  Observer,  for  July,  contains  five  an^ 
inal  articles  of  great  valne  to  practical  men,  aitd  its  renews  aa  weD 
as  its  nUtnnals  attest  the  iudostrj  and  skill  by  which  the  pRsort  ed- 
itors maintain  the  prood  position  so  long  held  by  this  Josroal,  wfaiA 
wma  neter  better  than  now.  Dr.  Mendenball  is  aided  by  Dn.  3iw 
pbj  aad  Steveas. 

Tbe  PiaiJtgpLia  Asa  ixvarKotEn  Mmucal  Jock<al,  lor  JbIj.cuv- 
tiBoes  to  be  weU  MMdwted  by  Dra.  E^faser,  Qwrn,  and  Steaiva.  It 
is  imHrrifH  at  Detroit,  Ml^,  and  haa  dsbj  contribiitafs,  whasa  aili- 
eln  are  pnetieal  and  anU.  The  aeaior  editor  dBtogaeked  hitiiiff 
fajr  MBHa^  tbe  B«pa«t  as  Medicii)  liUnian  fiir  tbe  pmnk  jmt.  m 
B  by  rn^tiy  it  at  Wwhnston.    HetaasaUBtBd 
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writer,  and  does  good  service  to  the  profeosibn,  m  bis  Journal  QDt 
merely,  but  in  bis  chair  at  the  XJDiversity  of  MicbigaiL  His  asao- 
ciate  editors  are  valaable  auxiliaries,  and  the  PeDmsular  is  dosUoed 
to  success  and  usefulness. 

The  Medical  Chronicle,  for  July.  This  Journal  is  published  at 
Montreal,  0.  W.,  by  Drs.  Wright  and  MacCallum,  with  signal  ability 
and  independence.  It  devotes  itself  to  clinical  medicine  beyond  any 
of  our  journals  in  the  States,  and  each  number  is  rich  in  original  and 
practical  matter  of  a  high  order.  Its  reviews  are  able  and  impartial, 
and  its  editorials  tnanly  and  critical.  We  regard  it  as  among  our 
best  exchanges. 

The  New  Orleans  Medical  News  has  failed  to  reach  our  table  for 
six  months,  as  also  the  Monthly  Stethoscope,  of  Richmond.  There 
are  several  other  of  our  exchanges  for  July,  from  which  we  have  not 
heard.  Any  omissions  to  notice  them  in  this  connection  will,  there- 
fore, not  be  misunderstood,  as  it  has  been  our  purpose  to  extend  cour- 
teous recognition  to  all. 

Belmont  Medical  Journal. 

This  is  the  gem  of  periodicals,  published  at  Bridgeport,  Ohio.  The 
June  number  contains  16  pages,  18mo,  and  costs  50  cents  per  annum. 
It  discusses  hygeine,  and  is  intended  for  popular  as  well  as  professional 
reading.  Drs.  Affleck  and  McConahey  are  its  editors,  who  thus  pitch 
into  the  quacks  and  their  dupes: 

Quackery. — We  once  knew  a  good  old  man,  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  a  native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  who  was  peculiar- 
ly gifted.  He  could  see  and  converse  with  the  spirits  of  any  departed 
ones  he  chose;  he  frequently  met  the  devil  in  propria  persona,  and  al- 
ways defeated  him.  He  narrated  his  peculiar  powers  to  us  in  good 
faith.  We  asked  him  why  it  was  he  possessed  powers  superior  to 
men  in  general:  was  it  a  divine  gift,  or  was  it  necromancy?  He  said 
it  was  neither,  and  it  was  no  merit  of  his;  but  that  he  had  been  bom 
with  a  caul  or  veil  upon  his  face,  and  this  was  the  secret  of  the  whole 
matter.  We  asked  him  to  see  some  of  his  displays:  he  said  he  had 
lately  lost  the  power  of  seeing  such  sights,  which,  to  him,  was  a  great 
grief,  as  he  wished  particularly  to  fight  the  devil.  We  inquired  why 
he  had  lost  his  power:  he  said  his  mother,  in  order  to  preserve  so 
precious  a  memento  of  her  son,  had  transformed  it  into  a  covering  for 
a  pin  cushion,  and  by  pricking  holes  in  it  the  charm  was  lost.  Thae^ 
things  ought  to  he  carefully  preserved  as  amulets  to  a  world  unbdrn. 
Now  we  have  in  our  midst  a  celebrated  man,  who  sees  equally  strange 
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dgbtfl;  we  haye  not  learned  nnder  what  pecaliar  circiimstaiices  he 
was  bora,  bat  presnme  it  was  with  a  caul.  He  has  been  called  to  see 
a  case  tchday,  and  pronounces  it  catarrhal  fever;  toinorrow  it  is  called 
penenmonia;  the  third  day  it  is  called  remittent  bHions  fever;  the 
next  day  a  rash  ai^)ears — ^it  is  called  scarlatina.  Mysterious  chamges ! 
cedema,  with  hurried  and  difficult  breathing,  ensues;  it  is  now  called 
organic  disease  of  the  heart.  But  this  he  calls  disease  in  a  simple 
form;  has  treated  many  cases  of  it,  and  has  never  lost  a  patient.  He 
tells  them  he  possesses  a  singular  remedy  that  but  few  medical  men 
know  anything  about,  and  which  he  principally  discovered  himself, 
that  completely  remodels  and  reinstates  the  heart,  and  renders  this 
disease  simple  as  phlegmon  on  the  leg.  This  remedy  is  vtratrvm  viride, 
which  will  bring  the  pulse  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  forty-five  per 
minute,  without  danger  of  collapse.  And  where  such  an  agent  is 
wielded  with  judgment  the  heart  cannot  remain  diseased,  as  it  is  freed 
from  organic  exertion,  and  has  nothing  to  do  but  rest  and  get  well. 
This,  fellow  members,  is  no  fiction;  it  is  a  fact,  and,  strange  to  tell,  an 
imieUigmt  community  believes  it.  This,  gentlemen,  is  a  specimen  of 
the  competition  we*  have  to  meet.  But  why  blame  commuuity  when 
respectable  men  in  the  profession  wlU  meet  the  same  notorious  man, 
see  and  know,  but  conceal  his  sins,  and  for  what?  For  sake  of  the 
paltry  fee  of  a  counsellor.  So  long  as  this  is  the  case,  why  complalb 
for  want  of  legal  protection  in  our  profession,  or  why  ask  for  med- 
ical reform  ?  If  we  will  not  reform  ourselves,  who  do  we  expect  will 
do  it  for  us?  It  is  all  cant  hypocrisy,  to  talk  of  reform.  If  we  will 
only  resolve  to  reform  one  member  of  the  profession,  soon  all  will  be 
reformed,  and  let  that  one  be  ourself.  Gentlemen,  science  is  truth  im- 
maculate, but  it  is  too  often  bartered  for  trash, 

Chableston  Medical  Joubnal  and  Review,  for  July,  1858. 

Dr.  J.  Dickson  Bruns  is  now  sole  editor,  and  sustains  the  high  char- 
acter which  the  Journal  has  long  held.  This  number  opens  with  a 
graphic  portrait  of  Prof.  C.  D.  Meigs,  of  Philadelphia,  which  is  so  life- 
like that  it  seems  to  introduce  one  into  the  personal  presence  of  the 
"  old  man  eloquent,"  who  is  deservedly  esteemed  as  the  ablest  teacher 
of  obstetrics  in  the  country.  A  portrait  of  Pro!  Dunglison  is  prom- 
ised for  the  next  number,  which  will  be  much  sought  after.  This  is  a 
good  feature  in  this  journal^  and  must  add  to  its  popularity,  albeit  it 
savors  of  patronage  to  Jeffiurson  Medical  Goll^,  and  may  engender 
jealousy.  The  original  papers,  reviews,  &c,  are  all  excellent,  and  the 
number  throughout  a  good  one.    We  copy  the  following,  which  we 
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regard  as  teaching  a  very  different  leiso&thsD  that  kidloated  by  the 
odmments.    The  last  sentence  in  italics  tells  the  story: 

A  HomcBopatA  in  a  Paiis  HoipUal. — Some  of  the  Medical  Joom- 
aHsts  in  this  country  have  expressed  great  surprise  at  the  positioii  as- 
samed  by  a  distingnished  contribator  to  our  pages,  in  regard  to  the 
contemplated  appointment  of  Homceopaths  to  hospitals  at  Chicago^ 
Ann  Arbor,  New  York,  &c.,  as  attending  physicians,  in  common 
with  those  of  orthodox  views.  The  medical  staff  of  these  hoqntals 
were  called  on  to  refaae  snch  association,  and  resign  their  poets  at 
once  if  it  was  pressed  upon  them.  Oor  contributor  took  the  bold, 
wise  and  tenable  position,  that  snch  an  act  would  be  an  evasion  of 
the  proposed  contest,  and  that  there  was  nothing  derogatory  in  the 
"conjoint  service,''  which  was  perfectly  "safe  and  honorable,"  provid- 
ed it  did  not  imply  consultation,  and  absolutely  afoided  an  intercliaQge 
of  patients.  To  exhibit  the  feeling  of  our  English  brethren  upon  this 
delicate  question,  the  very  strong  case  was  cited,  in  illustration,  of  the 
present  medical  staff  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  wherewe  find 
Prof.  Henderson  a  champion  of  Homceopathy,  occupying  a  chair  with 
Simpson,  Bennett,  Laycock,  and  Christison  as  his  coUeagues. 

To  show  equally  the  temper  of  the  French  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
we  quote  from  a  letter  lately  received  from  Dr.  E.  Brown-S^oard, 
the  following  extract.  Speaking  of  the  interest  with  which  he  had 
followed  the  above-mentioned  controversy,  our  correspondent  says: 
"In  one  of  the  principal  hospitals  of  Paris  (Beai\jon,  I  think,)  there 
is  a  Homoeopathic  physician.  Dr.  Tessier,  a  man  of  great  learning  and 
talent,  who  entered  there  after  a  successful  amamrSf  when  he  was  an 
Allopath.  His  colleagues  have  tried  to  have  him  expelled,  bnt  they 
have  failed — ^and  they  have  continued  to  fulfil  thdr  duties  at  the  hospital, 
without  ha/ving  any  intercov/rse  with  the  Honuxopath/' . 

The  Nashville  Journal  of  Medici^  Ain>  Suboebt,  for  July. 

This  number  abounds  in  good  matter,  as  usual,  but  the  senior  edi- 
tor's trip  to  Washington,  with  many  of  its  striking  inddents,  is  related 
with  a  facetiousness  of  humor  which  rivals  the  "autocrat  of  the  break- 
fast  table,"  in  its  palpable  hits  at  folly  as  it  flies.  The  Atlantic  wfll 
have  to  look  out  for  its  laurels,  if  its  laureate  confines  himself  to  prose! 
The  defence  of  Dr.  Campbell,  of  Georgia,  in  his  claims  to  priority  for 
his  "discovery  of  the  excito-secretory  nerves,^  against  our  old  friend, 
Dr.  Paine,  and  called  forth  by  Dr.  Lee's  article  in  b  late  nnmber  of 
the  Gazette,  is,  we  guess,  also  written  by  Dr.  B.,  who  has  exhausted 
the  rabject,  unless  our  correqpondisnt  ahoidd  think  otiienriie.  vWe 
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have  kept  oot  of  iimi  controTeisj,  while  ItODoring  Dr.  Oampbell,  whose 
merits  are  safe  with  such  a  champion  as  our  NashTiUe  confrere,  who 
holdB  a  sharp  pen,  and  nses  it  eon  amort. 

We  copy  the  following  notice  of  Dr.  Ghristison's  lectore  in  Edm- 
boi^,  becaose  it  refers  to  a  snbject  interesting  to  many  of  onr  read- 
en,  in  Tiew  of  Uie  projected  Innate  Asylum,  abont  to  be  ^-ected  at 
Binghamton,  N.  T.: 

Last  n^^t  a  Ughly  interesting  and  laigely  attended  conTersaaone 
took  place  at  the  College  of  Snrgeons,  attended  by  the  principal  med- 
ical men  and  members  of  the  l^al  profesdon  in  the  city  and  vicinity. 
Professor  C^ristison  deliTered  a  very  able  address  on  the  Relations  of 
Habltnal  Intemperance  to  the  (XyU  Law.  DescrilHng  the  leading 
phenomena  of  Oinomania,  or  the  temporary  insanity  arisittg  from 
drinkii^,  in  their  Taiions  stages,  frxim  the  inordinate  craving  for  in- 
tCKdoatiag  fiqoors,  to  the  enfeebled  mind,  and  deHrimm  tremems,  some- 
tioMS  going  on  into  a  persistent  monomania,  and  finaDy  blending  with 
OTdinary  insanity,  the  lecturer  dted  some  remarkable  eases,  in  which, 
daring  the  paroxysm,  the  passion  fcnr  drink  became  so  imperiocB  as 
completdy  to  lay  aade  for  the  time  men  of  the  highest  mental  ae- 
<purements  and  capacity  for  bodness,  yfho  during  the  intervals  were 
peifecUy  able  to  saperaitend  their  own  affairs.  Sneh  cases  present  a 
atrioQB  obstacle  to  the  law's  interpositioiL  Oonsidenng  the  distoib- 
aaoe  of  the.  mind  arinng  from  excess  in  the  use  of  liqnor,  there  are 
OHMiy  modes  in  wbidi  they  afibct  the  dfil  i^hts  and  sodal  relatiooB 
of  the  pereoDs  oaing  them  to  excess.  Without  some  change  in  the 
law,  or  at  least  a  modSfication  of  it  in  regard  to  the  managonent  of 
tlw  aAirs  and  persons  of  drunkards,  the  medical  man  coidd  not  sabjeet 
Ikem  to  the  proper  contrcd  necessary  to  effect  a  cure.  Atpresentthe 
treatment  is  TohaHbuj.  When  the  fit  is  on  they  are  excellent  pa- 
tients, bi^  when  paaed  thofydraiand  tiwr  liberty,  and  ''rstaim  to  thdr 
Tomit  again.'  When  the  disease  passes  into  monnmania,  with  per- 
manent dehuMMis,  there  is  no  qnestion  that  the  patient  ahonld  lie  sent 
to  an  asylnm,  and  his  afiirs  managed  by  a  cnrato.  But  in 
fcraw  of  fadef  intoxication  the  interference  of  the  law  mot  of 
be  deprecated,  andyvt  sndi  ^  moderate  fonas*  are  the 
toms  of  tte  inward  malady  and  craiing,  and  the  preindB  to 
bka^^    Hien  there  li  m  laiga  eli«  of  hahtoaal 

ir  Miii  II  UiriiM  iihit -    i 


'■»«■  of  ;"{?,"*'»■«!  .,,,1  ,    ,     °'  •  oilefrom  ,,       '"» '»l««il. 

""'"■■i.  ,r„°^»M  -f-l.r.l  a  ,"«■«■  "<.oii„.  I'^t^'V  .ill 
P'OttiJ  „  .     ''^"''"iood  b7,     ,'°'J';  "««  t.f'   ,    '^'"e,  OP  tt.        I 


^j~J«»«<irfc 


462  THE    AMEBICAUr 

Sach  was  the  sabstance  of  Dr.  Christisou's  able  address,  one  which 
I  have  felt  pleasure  in  reporting,  as  the  subject  is  one  of  such  vast  im- 
portance in  our  own  commnnity.  Lord  Cowan  jproposed,  and  Lord 
Ardmlllan  seconded,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Doctor,  whose  essay  I 
hear  will  probably  be  published  in  the  Edinburgh  Journal. 

FoRMULJS  for  making  Tinctures,  Infusions,  Syrups,  Wines,  Mixtures, 
Pills,  &c.,  simple  and  compound,  from  the  Fluid  and  Solid  Extracts, 
prepared  at  the  Laboratory  of  Tilden  &  Co.,  New  Lebanon,  New 
York.     1858. 

This  is  a  useful  and  convenient  volume,  published  by  Tilden  &  Co., 
abounding  in  practical  information  in  a  d^artment  in  which  very 
many  physicians  are  not  adequately  informed.  The  pharmaceutical 
details  here  given  will  be  invaluable  to  practitioners  in  the  interior  of 
the  country,  and  especially  to  those  who  have  learned  to  prize  the 
solid  and  fluid  extracts  prepared  by  these  gentlemen,  which  we  con- 
tinue to  find  reliable  and  efficient;  thus  corroborating  the  evidence 
heretofore  given  by  our  most  eminent  physicians  touching  the  care 
and  accuracy  by  which  all  the  preparations  of  the  Tildens  are  distin- 
guished. The  formulsB  appended  to  this  volume  have  been  judiciously 
selected,  and  greatly  enhance  the  value  of  the  book.  It  is  an  octavo 
volume  of  150  pages,  with  full  indexes,  and  we  advise  our  readers  to 
procure  it,  of  the  authors  or  of  Mr.  Peek,  98  John  Street,  N.  Y. 
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MONI7MZSNT  TO  THE  LATB  DR.  KELLY. 

A  unique  monument  in  memory  of  the  late  Dr.  William  Kelly,  of 
the  Blackwell's  Island  Hospital,  may  be  seen  at  the  marble  yard  of 
C.  J.  Inslee,  on  the  corner  of  the  Bowery  and  Third  Street.  Dr. 
Kelly,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  lost  in  the  same  gale  which  destroy- 
ed the  steamer  San  Francisco.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Charlton, 
Saratoga  County,  prepared  for  College  at  Schenectady,  and  subse- 
quently entered  Union  College,  where  he  graduated  in  1841.  After 
graduation  he  was  appointed  Fellow  in  that  institution,  and  in  1845 
took  charge  of  the  Union  College  Grammar  School,  in  connection 
with  Mr.  David  H.  Crittenden,  of  this  city,  now  so  closely  identified 
with  the  educational  interests  of  the  state.  At  the  same  time  he  be- 
gan the  study  of  Medicine  with  Dr.  A.  M.  Tedder,  and  in  1848  took 
the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  at  the  venerable  College  of  Physi- 
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dans  and  Surgeons,  and  was  appointed  Assistant  Phytdcian  to  Belle- 

vne  Hospital.    He  was  soon  after  placed  in  charge  of  the  Institutions 

on  BlackwelPs  Island,  where  he  secured  the  confidence  of  the  Boajrd 

of  Governors,  the  esteem  of  the  profession,  and  the  love  of  all  who 

knew  him. 

The  entire  height  of  the  monument  is  16  feet.    It  consists  of  a 

Corinthian  column  of  Italian  marble,  13  feet  high,  standing  upon  a 

cubic  base  of  the  same  material^  and  separated  from  it  bj  a  narrow 

plinth.    The  shaft  seems  riven  by  a  thunder  bolt,  from  the  capital 

nearly  to  the  base,  while  from  the  centre  rises  a  delicate  cross  in  full 

relief.     The  interpretation  of  this  design  is  plain.    The  very  shock 

which  in  an  instant  converted  the  fair  fabric  into  a  ruin,  disclosed  also, 

deeply  implanted  in  its  substance,  the  ground  and  the  emblem  of  the 

Christian's  hope.    The  cross  alone  stands  secure;  amid  desolation  and 

ruin  and  death  it  still  extends  its  friendly  arms,  and  beckons  lost  man 

beneath  its  shadow.    The  panels  of  the  base  are  inscribed  as  follows; 

on  the  first : 

WILLIAM  KELLY,  M.  D., 

Late  Physician-in-Chief  of  the  Blackwell's  Island  Hospitals,  New  York  Oity; 

Who  sailed  for  Havre  in  the  ship  Constitution,  and  was  lost  off 

Gape  Hatteras,  December  29,  1853. 

JStat.  XXXIII. 

On  the  second : 

-=^=^  "  The  Bbloved  Physician." 
On  the  third  : 

< 'Jesus  saith  unto  her,  Thy  Brother  shall  rise  again." 

On  the  remaining  panel  an  elaborate  bas-relief  represents  a  ship 
foundering  at  sea,  struggling  with  the  waves  against  destruction,  while 
through  the  lowering  clouds  a  single  star  looks  down  upon  the  waste 
of  waters,  and  sends  a  faint  ray  of  hope  to  the  sinking  ship.  The  first 
and  fourth  panels  tell  a  truthful  tale  to  the  most  casual  observer;  the 
second,  that  to  those  unfortunates  for  whom  the  world  has  so  little 
charity,  but  to  whom  he  devoted  the  best  years  of  his  hospital  service, 
he  was  indeed  "The  Beloved  Physician."  The  third  affords  consola- 
tion to  those  whom  he  has  left  behind. 

It  was  designed  by  Dr.  J.  N.  Otis,  well  known  for  many  years  as 
Surgeon  of  the  United  States  Mail  Steamship  JUiTwis,  but  more  re- 
cently of  the  Moses  Taylor,  Dr.  O.  was  an  intimate  friend  ^and  hos- 
pital associate  of  Dr.  Kelly.  The  successful  execution  of  the  work  is 
due  to  Mr.  0.  J.  Inslee.  The  monument  will  remain  standing  in  the 
yard  of  Mr.  Inslee  for  two  weeks,  after  which  it  will  be  removed  to 
TJtica,  to  be  erected  as  a  cenotaph. 
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JD  iu  new  position  by  a  suture.  You  see  I  oow  form  the  ping,  piiah 
the  Deedle  along  my  Boger,  tbrougb  the  cutial  and  iategumenlH,  fasten 
the  thread,  witlidraw  the  ueedle.  then  moke  a  second  puncture,  cui  off 
the  thread  and  remove  the  needle.  The  result  of  this  suture  is  just 
what  ;oa  wguld  expect — anian  of  the  opposed  surfaces  of  the  sac  at 
ODB  point.  This  slight  union  would  appear  li-kely  to  give  way  before 
Tery  alight  force,  aud  this  proved  to  be  the  case,  for  relapses  were  ex- 
tremely common  after  operatious  were  performed  in  this  manner.  A. 
more  perfect  closure  of  the  canal  than  can  be  obtained  by  Gerdy's 
operation  being  evidently  desirable,  various  plana  were  devised  for 
effecting  tliia  closure.  Oue  of  the  simplest  ia  that  of  Sehuh,  of  Vienna, 
who  used  the  thread  of  Gerdy  for  drawing  up  and  holding  in  the  in- 
guinal canal,  as  I  now  show  you,  a  sort  of  wick  of  cotton  of  sufficient 
size  to  fill  the  canal.  The  pressure  of  this,  however,  is  not  aufficiently 
firm  or  uniform. 

Here  is  an  instrument  contrived  by  Leroy  d'EtiolIes.  It  is  a  me- 
tallic cylinder  and  a  cover,  whicli  can  be  so  screwed  together  oa  to 
preES  the  invaginated  scrotum  and  abdominal  parietes  together  If 
this  could  be  fastened  tight  enough  to  prevent  il«  slipping  oat 
without  injuring  the  compressed  skin  it  might  be  a  useful  instrument, 
but  it  cannot.  Here  ia  another,  somethiug  like  the  common  Ameri- 
can clothes-peg.  It  was  contrived  by  Max  Langeubeck,  and  has 
been  nsed  by  him  with  success,  but  it  was  purposely  left  so  long  ap- 
plied that  sloughing  of  the  compreaaed  parta  followed,  and  it  was  to 
the  subsequent  granulation  that  Langeubeck  looked  for  closure  of  the 
ring.  The  process  requires  long  confinement  to  bed,  ao  that  you  see 
wo  want  some  much  milder  process  than  that.  This  Wutzer  has 
afforded  ns.  Here  ia  hia  instrument,  matle  by  hia  own  maker  iu  Donii, 
the  one  I  used  in  my  early  operations. 

The  cylinder,  which  ia  intended  lo  take  the  place  of  the  index  Gnger 
after  it  baa  pushed  a  plug  of  scrotum  through  the  ring  into  the  canal, 
is  made  of  very  hard  wood  of  different  lengths  aud  diameters,  according 
to  the  conditioD  of  the  canal  in  each  case.  In  its  centre  is  a  canal 
through  which  an  elastic  steel  needle  passes,  and  comes  out  in  the  up- 
per surface  near  the  point.  Over  thia  a  concave  cover,  also  of  hard 
wood,  is  made  rather  wider  than  the  cylinder,  with  an  opening  to 
admit  the  point  of  the  needle,  and  another  opening  for  a  metallic  staff, 
which  rises  from  the  cylinder  near  the  handle,  on  which  a  screw  works, 
by  which  the  cylinder  and  cover  can  be  screwed  together.  The  handle 
of  the  needle  can  be  removed  by  unscrewing. 
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^^^H  After  nRiDg  these  instrameDts  of  WatEer's  I  eooD  found  certain  al-       ^^^H 

^^^^p  terfttioDs  desirable.  Tbe  ueedle  got  rastj,  caused  ondtie  irritntioD  at  ^^^H 
I  the  point  of  puncture,  and  became  unfit  for  nse  ^aJn,    This  was  soon  I 

I  obviated  by  electro-plating  it.    Then  the  necessity  for  varying  the 

I Bize  of  the  cylinder  in  each  case  was  troublesome  and  expensice.     I 

^^^1  obviated  this,  though  imperfectly,  by  roiling  sirips  of  adhesive  plas- 
^^^^1  ter  ronnd  the  cylinder  until  I  made  it  as  large  as  I  desired.  But  this 
^^^V       led  to  irregular  pressure,  and  in  Mr.  Stretton's  case  caused  a  little  ■ 

^^^^        sloughing,  which,  thougli  it  did  no  harm,  might  m  well  have  been       ^^^H 
avoided.     The  cylinder,  too,  was  too  round  for  the  normal  shape  of       ^^^| 
i  the  canal.     The  point  of  the  needle  had  to  be  guarded  by  a  piece  of       ^^^| 

^^^H  cork,  which  would  perversely  be  knocked  off  sometimes;  and  worse  ^^^| 
^^^^1  than  all,  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  the  needle  itself  from  slippiog  ^^^H 
^^^V       back — the  only  thing  keeping  cylinder  and  cover  in  their  place.  ^^^| 

^^^^  I  had  thought  of  different  plans  for  correcting  these  faults,  but  not        ^^^ 

N'  of  anything  bo  good  as  those  for  whicli  we  are  indebted  to  Professor 

Rothmund.  Here  is  his  instrument.  It  is  made,  as  you  see,  precisely 
on  the  same  principle  as  that  of  Wutzer,  and  at  firKt  sight  resembles 
it  exactly  in  appearance,  but  the  cylinder  is  oval,  not  round;  tlie  needle 
is  not  steel  but  stiver,  with  a  movable  steel  point,  and  there  is  a  knob 
which  can  be  screwed  ou  after  the  point  is  removed,  and  at  the  handle 
there  is  a  spring  which  is  an  effectual  safeguard  against  the  needle 
slipping  from  its  place.  Lastly,  in  order  to  admit  of  the  same  cylinder 
serving  for  the  occlusion  of  canals  of  various  dimensions,  it  is  so  made 
that  side  pieces  of  different  sizes  can  be  fitted  on  to  the  central  portion 
of  the  cylinder.  I  have  here  covers  of  different  sizes,  and  yuu  see 
that  by  altering  the  aide  pieces  I  can  make  the  cylinder  quite  as  large 
as  one  needle  could  fix  well.  In  cases  of  very  large  rings  and  canals 
it  is  necessary  to  have  the  central  piece  perforated  for  two,  or  even 
jOr  three  needles,  but  I  shall  use  to-day  Ihia  one  with  the  single  ueedle, 
as  that  which  yon  would  employ  in  the  great  majority  of  cases. 

Now  see  what  power  this  instrument  gives  na.  We  can  alter  the 
dimensions  of  the  cylinder  so  th'at  while  perfectly  filling  the  caual  it 
may  push  the  plug  of  the  invagiuated  scrotum  before  it  well  up  tbe 
internal  ring,  and  even  project  some  little  distance  into  the  abdomen. 
We  can  fix  the  plug  much  more  securely  and  evenly  than  by  a  suture, 
or  either  of  the  other  compressing  instruments,  and  we  have  complete 
command  over  the  degree  of  pressure  exercised. 

Now  for  the  manner  of  using  the  instrument.  I  need  hardly  say 
that  the  patient's  bowels  should  be  opened  a  day  or  two  before  the 
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Operation,  and  the  rectnm  cleared  the  same  day  hj  an  enema  of  w 
water;  the  bladder  is  emptied,  and  of  oouree  the  hernia  retnrDcd  If  it 
bo  down.  This  being  done,  you  place  the  patient  on  hia  back,  with 
the  Ghoulders  raised,  the  thighs  Gemi-flexed,  and  tlie  knees  separated, 
jost  as  if  yoa  arc  about  to  rednce  n  hernia  by  the  taxis.  You  place 
yooTBelf,  88  I  do  now,  na  the  Bide  yon  are  about  to  operate  on. 

If  yon  can  nse  right  and  loft  hand  equally  well,  you  may  use  the  left 
forefinger  for  inTaginating  on  the  left  side,  and  the  right  to  hold  the 
Instrnment — the  reverse  for  the  right  side.  Bnt  the  left  finger  will 
do  for  inTBginating  on  either  side  eery  well.  You  Pce  I  operate  on 
the  left  side — so  I  stand  on  the  left  side  of  the  patient.  I  place  my 
left  forefinger  here  on  the  ticrotiiin,  about  an  inch  below  the  external 
T}Dg,  and  then  push  a  fold  of  the  scrotum  before  ray  finger  with  a  little 
rotary  movement  ^'lowiy  awl  steadily  into  the  canal,  keepiug  the  pal- 
mar sntface  of  the  finger  tnmed  forwardw  and  a  little  outwards,  until 
it  is  well  under  the  tendon  of  the  external  oblique,  and  the  ping  of 
BCrotum  ie  well  pressed  up  to,  or  through,  the  interna)  ring.  If  yoo 
place  one  forefinger  on  the  abdomen,  just  over  the  internal  ring,  while 
the  other  is  in  the  canal  beneath  the  tendon  of  the  oxlcmal  obliqoe, 
yon  will  feel  the  tendon  very  distinctly.  As  you  move  the  finger 
Imckwards  and  forwards  it  rolls  over  the  tendon.  You  ahonld  aocus- 
lom  yourselves  to  feel  this,  because  it  is  the  test  by  wbich  you  know 
and  can  be  certain  iliat  you  are  well  in  the  ennal,  and  when  you  have 
intfiduced  the  cylinder  that  it  is  in  the  canal,  and  has  not  slipped 
anterior  to  it.  When  yon  are  quite  sure  that  your  finger  is  in  thfl 
canal,  the  next  thing  is  to  get  the  cylinder  into  the  place  of  the  finger, 
and  then  to  fix  it  there  Ity  the  needle.  To  do  this  yon  take  the  cyl- 
inder with  the  needle  passed  within  it  as  far  as  you  can  without  per 
mitting  the  point  to  project,  and  hold  it  as  I  do  now  in  the  right  hand 
with  the  thumb  before  the  screw,  the  forefinger  and  second  finger  on 
either  side  of  the  prong  which  supports  the  cover,  and  the  ring  and 
little  finger  on  the  under  side  of  the  cylinder.  Then  bend  the  left  fore- 
finger a  little,  draw  it  forward,  and  slip  the  cylinder  along  its  dorsal 
aspect  at  the  same  time  as  the  finger  itself  is  being  withdrawn.  This 
is  the  most  important  step  of  the  whole  operation,  and  the  only  step 
which  is  at  all  difficult.  Without  care  the  ping  may  follow  the  finger. 
Without  care  the  cylinder,  instead  of  slipping  beneath  the  tendon  of 
the  external  oblique,  nmy  slip  between  it  and  the  integument.  You 
must  be  very  carcfol  that  this  does  not  occur,  by  feeling  as  you  felt 
when  yonr  finger  was  in  the  canal,  that  the  tendon  rolls  over  the  cyl- 
inder.    If  you  do  not  feel  this,  and  if  the  cylinder  moves  freely 


beneath  the  iotegament,  yoa  may  be  quite  sore  iib  is-not  in  tbeeiMlt 
and  yop  most  begin  again. 

I  wish  particularly  to  guard  against  thus  tnistake,  because  I  knam 
it  has  been  made  at  least  once,  and  I  $usped  oftener.  If  you  feel  Hm: 
tendon  rolling  over  the  cylinder  yon  may  be  quite  sure  it  is  iulhe 
canal,  and  the  end  well  np  to  the  finternal  rii^.  To  fix  it  there^I 
have  only  to  push  on  the  needle  till  its  point  appears  through  the  idi)»-' 
dominal  parietes,  then  to  put  on  the  cover,  and  use  the  horizontal  and 
perpendicular  screws  until  the  cover  and  cylinder  are  evenly  pressed 
together.  Then  the  point  of  the  needle  is  unscrewed,  the  nob  put.oa« 
the  handle  of  the  needle  removed,  and  all  is  done.  You  leave  the 
pati^t  with  the  instrument  secured  thus. 

The  whole  affair  does  not  take  a  minute,  and  as  the  only  part  of  jt 
at  all  painful  is  the  simple  puncture  of  the  needle,  it  is  quite  unnecee- 
sary  to  give  chloroform. 

Then  as  to  the  degree  of  pressure  you  apply  with  the  screw  upon 
the  cover — ^it  should  be  very  slight  the  first  day,  to  allow  for  a  littte 
swelling.  The  next  day  the  screw  may  be  tightened  or  loosei^ed,  ao* 
cording  to  the  state  of  the  skin.  The  patient  should  be  kept  in  bed 
lying  on  his  back,  with  the  knees  raised  by  a  pillow,  and  the  scrotum 
supported  by  a  cushion  or  folded  towel  or  two  put  between  the  lie^* 
Bvery  day  the  cover  should  be  raised,  to  see  Whether  the  pressure J» 
equal  and  not  too  great.  If  it  does  not  press  evei^ly  a  little  cottoQ 
wool  may  be  inserted,  or  if  it  press  too  much  at  any  point  this  m^^j 
be  raised  by  a  little  cotton  put  near  it. 

About  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  you  see  a  little  inflammatory  rednesa 
and  swelling  round  the  needle  puncture,  and  commencing  suppura* 
tion.  On  the  sixth  or  seventh  some  serous  fluid  begins  to  escape 
round  the  end  of  the  cylinder.  This  shows  that  the  epidermis  is  sep- 
arating. There  is  more  purulent  discharge  from  the  puncture,  and 
the  instrament  may  then  be  taken  away  by  withdrawing  the  needle 
and  carefully  removing  the  cylinder.  You  will  find  that  thet  skin  of 
f :'  the  scrotum  may  be  pulled  tolerably  hard  without  yielding  at  all, 

showing  that  pretty  firm  adhesion  has  taken  place.  If  it  appear  to 
yield  on  pulling  slightly,  it  Would  be  well  to  replace  the  instrument  fiop! 
two  or  three  days  longer. 

The  after  treatment  will  vary  a  little,  according  to  your  desu*e  to 
produce  adhesion  of  the  opposed  surfaces  of  the  plug  to  eaeh  other  inr 
not.  Wutzer  filled  the  cavity  left  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  cyUnAiftt 
with  charpie,  dressed  the  puncture  simply,  aad  then  put  on  a  commit 
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one,  not  bmillar  with  the  histarj  of  sorgerj,  which  ia  tbe  i 
ofexecutioa.  to  obliterate  a  large  opening  Id  tbe  abdomiual  wall?,  or  to  cat  ft 
Itoue  from  the  bliuldcr.  and  what  aaswer  would  we  expect!  Yet  the  operadoD 
for  atone  li  practised  with  locreiuin^  success  everywhere,  while  we  aiill  offer  da 
remsdy  for  the  Blmpler  inalad;. 

Again — hernia  has  been  radicftUy  cured  aaaj  times.  Wo  know  preciMlj 
what  the  pmces  a.  We  know,  bj  observing  tbe  resuita  of  the  operation  for 
atrangulated  hernia,  that  in  a  large  ptoportloa  of  cases  the  Inflammalioa  follow- 
ing upon  the  operation  rciulta  in  an  obliteration  of  the  opening. 

It  is  also  found  that  inflommaUoa  in  the  neck  of  tbe  hernial  sac.  no  matter 
how  produced,  will  lesolt  in  a  radical  cure.  Thus,  a  Iru^.  by  ioog-con tinned 
pT«Hur«  ov^  inguimJ  ring  and  hernial  eae,  occaaionaUj'  cures,  and  bencc  tbe 
attempt  has  been  made  to  cause  tbe  de^rable  indammatioa  at  tbii  point  hj  ua- 
jfttiota  into  Ihe  aat,  an  operation  which,  we  regret  to  saj.  bis  heeu  too  mndi 
Mglecled.  If  we  do  not  f^ar  to  throw  the  iodine  solntion  into  the  plettraar 
p«rioardiuiii,  into  ovartaa  cv^ts,  or  even  tato  tbe  peritoneal  caiity,  wty  tboaU 
ItMrr  be  anj  beaitation  in  nslng  tbe  remedy  for  tbe  radical  rnre  of  boaia  I 

The  whole  subjevt  i«  full  of  iaierest  to  tbe  profeaeioa  and  to  tbe  pBhlic  Tkt 
(KqnetKy  of  thi»  disease  among  the  negro  popolitioa  renden  tbe  qweatiaa  «Be 
<f  taftrtuiec  ia  a  money  ptrinl  of  view.  Not  less  IAbii  tme  kmmirrJ  fdfflg 
rtowurf  megraea  are  afflicted  with  her^a. 

A  MMMrftal  mned J  for  tUs  bIEk  lioQ  wooM  add  fim»ry  ainiMaf  tv  Ihc  prtMSk 
valoe  of  this  species  of  propertr,  besidts  greatly  inereadnglta  prodnetfn  ItMe^ 
Ar»  w«  wroof,  then,  in  declaring  thai  a  aieces^land  nOeal  cvelbrhenit 
waaU  be  the  hijbeet  achieremeni  of  aaigajT 
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dariiig  the  earir  rrtigea  at  fngaancj  is 
■at  «hBs^  a  sooce  of  vuien  tad  dooJbt  bock  to  tlw  pabevt  sod  li 
tke  nedical  sttewlut  Of  anxEetr,  beesase  it  b  die  constaat  faraqB 
■er  oTabonka;  of  doubt,  because  tt^  repeated  spparaan,  BoutlaCtBi 
im^tvlar  atenfiUwUion,  oAen  Uugws  a  liuobc  ob  tw  Kui;  of  Ika 


HmiMirr&Bi;*  Utfcaniug  aider  these  ihiiiiniiie b  stiQ  tgo  exd» 

■tret*  eonsidnvd  bv  accoac]i«iirs  In  coBnetrtiQii  with  ififi^ed  canifi- 
tiiNis  of  th«  vtma  ami  of  its  mrmhninmi  TlM  inywiWat  &ct.  that  it 
islnqiwiitly  tlie  rwolt  -■•:  ■■■—~~-—  —'' — -^tory  oomtitiaDS  of  the  buly 
aod  atck  of  tbe  nseru.^  J  -iif    -i  feet  to  aiiiek  I 
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drew  attention  mtatj  jeara  ago — is  still  Kenerall;  ignored  and  o?>oi^ 
looked;  and  jet  the  additioDal  experience  I  have  since  acqaired  baa 
completely  coiiGrmed  the  trntli  of  the  views  I  then  bronght  forward. 

Haemorrhage  may  oecar  during  early  pregnaacy,  owing  to  the  par- 
tial eeparatjou  of  the  ovum  fi'om  iti«  uterine  connectiona;  owing  to  the 
existence  of  a  blighted  ovum  or  mole;  or  owing  to  the  aboTO-mon- 
lioned  iofiammatory  conditions. 

When  the  connection  between  the  ovnm  and  the  nterns  is  modified, 
under  the  inHueuce  of  the  maternal,  fcetal,  or  aucidental  causes,  which 
are  generally  recognized  as  the  cauaea  of  altortion,  heemorrkage  is  the 
luual  re.'^ult.  In  a  case  of  this  kind,  if  the  cervix  nteri  is  lironght  into 
view,  it  is  found  quite  healthy,  merely  presenting  the  aize  anil  color 
that  pertain  to  ihe  stage  of  pregnancy  which  the  paUont  has  reached. 
The  blood  ia  aecu  gently  oozjng  from  the  orifice  of  the  cervical  canal. 
These  are  the  cases  in  which  rest  and  constitutional  treatment  alone 
ore  required,  and  often  succeed,  especially  when  the  htemorrhage  hu 
followed  some  accidental  caut;e.  As  long  as  the  fiBi.us  is  alive,  there 
is  reason  to  hope  that  any  mischief  that  mny  have  uccnfred  tuay  bo 
repaired,  and  hiemorrhage  arrested,  and  the  pregnancy  saved,  More- 
over, as  we  cannot  tell  positively,  at  first,  whether  the  fojtua  has  died 
or  not,  it  is  our  duty  to  continue  oar  eiTorts  to  jireserve  it,  Dntil  the 
violence  of  the  haemorrhage  has  destroyed  all  hope,  or  antil  the  abor- 
tion ha»  actually  taken  place. 

The  hEcmorrhage  which  ia  occasioned  by  the  conditions  that  lead  to 
abortion  is,  generally  speaking,  either  subdued,  or  it  continues,  not- 
withstanding treatment,  until  the  nboniou  haa  'jccurred.  It  may  be 
arrested,  and  then  break  out  again  and  again,  but  this  is  the  exception. 
When  uterine  hiemorrhage  occurs  irregularly  in  the  early  montha  of 
pregnancy,  the  cervix  uteri  being  free  from  inKammatory  lesiona,  Stop- 
{ung  and  returning  repeatedly,  without  uterine  contractions,  it  is  gen- 
erally occasioned  by  the  presence  in  the  uterus  of  a.  blighted  ovum  or 
iDole;  and  in  some  rare  instances,  by  that  of  hydatids. 

The  ftcta!  germ  may  die  soon  after  conception,  and  become  atrophied, 
ftbsorlwd,  or  lost,  whilst  the  membranes  and  placenta  may  continue  to 
grow,  like  moss  on  a  wail,  deriving  nourishment  from  the  inner  surface 
of  the  nteros,  and  formlrig  an  indistinct  Qeshy  vascnlar  mass.  It  is  to 
intfa-uterine  masses  of  this  description,  the  true  origin  of  which  was 
long  unknown,  that  the  term  mole  has  been  given.  Their  presence  in 
the  ntems,  and  progressive  development,  sometimes  for  many  mouths, 
|p¥^e  rise  to  many,  if  not  most,  of  the  symptoms  of  pregnancy,  and  is 


kUended,  all  but  iiiTariably,  with  repeated  irregular  hffimorrfaage. 
Sometimes  the  Ismorrhage  is  coastanl;  sometimes  it  is  irr^ulvly 
periodical,  slmnlating  morbid  menstmalioD.  Wben  these  STmptoma 
are  present,  ihe  state  of  the  patient  is  necessarily  one  of  doubt  and 
wiceriaiiity,  notil  Ibe  raole  is  expelled.  The  morbid  prodort  to  nbicb 
the  name  of  hydatids  of  the  utems  has  been  given,  is  prohabty  gener- 
ated under  the  same  circumstances,  and  its  presence  is  attended  with 
identteelly  the  same  symptoms — Tiz.,  irregular,  constantly  recnrrinjf 
hnmorrhage,  and  the  more  or  less  perfect  re[m>duction  of  the  ordiaarj 
signs  of  pregnant-y. 

The  aboTc  are  the  penerslly  rect^ized  causes  and  forms  of  hem- 
orrhage during  the  early  stage  of  pregnancy,  and  with  them  we  may 
groap  chronic  inflammation  of  the  body  of  the  ntcrus.  The  canse  to 
which  I  wish  specially  to  draw  attention— tIi.,  inflammatonr  lesions 
of  the  cerrix  nteri— although  OTerlookeii  as  jet  by  most  accoocbenrs, 
is  moel  certainly  the  one  which  is  by  far  the  most  frequently  mrt  with 
in  practice,  and  the  one  also  over  which  we  have  the  greatest  tfatra- 
peotical  control. 

loflammadoD  asd  ulceration  of  the  mocoos  membru^e  coTcrii^  Sm 
oerrii  nteri,  and  lining  the  cervical  canal,  is  vow  geserall;  adnritted 
to  be  a  lesion  of  frequent  occnrrence  in  cbild-beanng  wameiL  SttA 
bcuig  the  case,  end  the  presence  of  these  morbid  comUtions,  altbongfa 
K  caase  of  sienlicr  b  some,  not  preTentii^  pn^Baary  in  manj,  tbe  tw« 
coaditJons,  pregnancy  and  inflammatory  nlc«nU)on,  must  and  do  often 
exist.  WheatTCT  their  coesislence  takes  place,  oecasioaaihgmonfcaga, 
l£gfat  or  aereie,  nay  be  said  to  generally  occur,  and  the  sore  maiflf 
«•  tlO  tiotntin  lesions  of  the  pteriM  iiedk  sssmse  in  pn^nsBcy  s 
nrj  imtable  fangoAd  character.  Tins  hnaorrfaage  may  occnr  spos- 
tUKoady,  or  it  nsy  depcad  on  ncndental  canses,  each  as  om^cxeTtioB, 
narital  inlcRoarse.  &c  It  ou;  be  inreg&lar  or  it  mar  be  peno^eal, 
ihanJUii^  mciBstrBatkxL  In  any  case.  Ita  existetic«  is  ncC  93  mneti,  b 
BOBt  instaoces,  a  dai^«r.  as  a  relief  to  the  coi^tfted  aad  ihflancd 
Metaa.  1>e  nH  daagfr  k  the  eiisti»re  of  the  laiammaterr  disease 
of  Ibe  attnae  ecnix,  whidi  catses  the  bsucrrlMfv,  and  anfitfl  the 
Mrws  for  the  ftwctkwa  which  it  is  petfontn^.  11n  prrsdag  th«r»- 
peatkal  indfnttioo  is  to  nbdoe  the  ateiae  JJow^  to  heal  the  akcr 
alcd  snrbces  trtmt  which  the  htocj-aft  1^^»MH,  Mid  thas  to  f«t 
aa  Nid  to  U>e  daagw  wUth  dMHfflHBM^IiHv 

It  WW  vt  p^TcetwnlJttri^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^TWaP™  fro!a  what 
precadaa,  fcr  c«r  gmiuKF  fngnuit  haale 
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is  saddenly  attacked  with  haemorrhage  in  the  early  stages  of  her  preg- 
Dancj,  we  are  warranted  in  considering  the  hcemorrhage  the  forerun- 
ner of  abortion,  and  we  mnst  treat  it  accordingly.  The  patient  mast 
be  kept  in  the  recnmbent  position,  mineral  acids  and  sedatives  should 
be  given  internally,  and  laudanum  injected  per  anum  if  there  are  utei^ 
ine  tormina  or  contractions  present.  Of  course  no  examination  should 
be  made,  as  it  might  prove  an  additional  source  of  irritation.  If,  how- 
ever, the  treatment  resorted  to,  at  first  successful,  subsequently  fails, 
the  haemorrhage  again  appearing;  or  if  even.on  the  first  attack  there 
are  decided  antecedents  of  uterine  suffering  in  the  history  of  the 
patient,  a  careful  instrumental  examination  of  the  uterus  and'of  its  cer- 
vix should  be  made  as  soon  as  possible.  If  no  inflammatory  lesions 
are  discovered,  we  may  prepare  for  the  doubts  and  uncertainties  con- 
nected with  blighted  ova;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  inflammatory  lesions 
are  recognized,  they  should  be  at  once  treated  and  removed.  In  the 
latter  case,  we  may  hope  that  the  haemorrhage  merely  proceeds  from 
the  inflamed  or  ulcerated  mucous  surface,  and  that  the  integrity  of 
the  ovum  and  of  its  attachments  to  the  uterus  has  not  suffered.  Gen- 
erally speaking,  in  such  cases,  if  the  haemorrhage  has  not  been  allowed 
to  continue  too  long,  the  pregnancy  is  saved  by  the  cure  of  the  local 
disease.  I  may  safely  say  that  I  have  saved  very  many  pregnancies 
by  applying  the  above  rules  of  practice,  and  that  many  children  now 
alive  and  well  owe  their  lives  to'  the  recognition  of  these  important 
facts. 

In  some  instances,  where  the  cervix  is  diseased,  inflamed,  and  ul- 
cerated, and  the  blood  is  seen,  on  examination,  to  ooze  from  the  ulcer- 
ative surface,  the  foetus  is  dead,  and  the  ovum  partly  detached,  when 
the  examination  is  made;  or  these  accidents  occur  before  the  practi- 
tioner has  had  time  to  modify  the  cervical  inflammation.  In  such 
cases  the  treatment  of  the  latter  disease  does  not,  of  course,  save  the 
pregnancy.  As,  therefore,  we  never  can  be  sure  that  the  foetus  is  still 
sound  and  alive,  or  will  continue  so,  it  is  well  to  inform  the  patient 
and  her  friends,  from  the  first,  that  all  our  efforts  may  be  unavailing 
to  save  the  existing  pregnancy.  Were  this  precaution  not  adopted, 
they  might  attribute  the  abortion  to  the  very  means  used  to  pre- 
vent it. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  cases  of  this  description,  in  which 
ehronic  inflammatory  thickening  and  hypertrophy  of  the  cervix  com- 
|ificate  the  abortion,  are  those  in  which  the  haemorrhage  is  the  most 
jnyere,  the  most  continuous,  and  the  most  intractable.    The  reason  b 
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ftrj  •Imple*  The  oa  ulori,  thickened  and  hardened  by  disease,  cannot 
m^tn  io  allow  the  orum  to  pass»  eo  the  latter  is  arrested  ta  trausU»^ 
Wi  the  hiettorrhage  continnes,  mechanically  as  it  were,  for  days.  I 
htn  repeatedly  heen  aent  for  to  cases  of  this  kind,  in  which  the  pa- 
tttat»  anttmie  f^m  loss  of  blood,  was  apparently  at  the  last  gasp,  baTO 
tmA  a  morbid^  rigid  oe^  half  open,  and  baTe  been  able,  with  the 
•IMcaliMii  fortc}vs^  to  extract  an  oram  this  retained,  thereby  at  once 
atittliig  the  httuiorrhege.  As  pregnancy  advances,  the  corix,  cTan 
whiea  Ihas  ^&eas«i  genefally  softens  and  yiddsL 

Lasl^»  I  iMqr  here  repeat  what  I  hav!^  elsewbeie  stated,  tkal  wbenr 
tftr  1  batt  bei»i  able  to  axawifaM  the  atews  of  a  rcdOy  pregnant 
w^MMMik  sapposieil  u>  be  aHft^nnliiig  daring  pRgnacy,  I  have  all  bat 
lntariaMjr  fiiaad  ^l  tbef«  was  wm^  or  less  extsKm 
akwtalida  <df  Ibe  alimiie  aeck.  TW^^<3ilMBeKtiwaldiacbaige 
diMHr.  la  ib«se  tcassea.  wmk^  a  bKMawbm^ic  tax  fiNw  tbe 
«mic^  mwc^te  WMmbiaae^  It  wh^t^  bwe^tw,  bav«  <»c«Red 
llbe  iaiaea^fe  rf  tbe  ^Ji^jotiMi  «^  Meaacp^ 

«tiS  iMl  KH  a  <>MisM(8able  «x:eM  bf  ««ae  <ii>)>&.  dcnut  libe  «aiiy 
laMitbs  ^fK^^pMAiqr. 

Tins  <MMhi  ^ic(  «l^  asMC^sM- tcden^ 

WiiOA  ^yaib«KKl^  W  |t<^3iJ«iC  aaKwfrbBHfiii^  i^  fBtaeaoeaf  m 
WNii^c^aa^  fiou  i^  i^tona  ^M  <»aHBiAi«t  i/v  >it  ^«r  t«c  Tnfaiimnttf 

tttfc>  ana  ^be  |g<awK»  rf^ie  ^baaauaib^i^  ^t«  b«  xnagm^firair 

I. 


>»^^  aMwt  atomii^  awdaia^e^  <«ac  fe^fMWbefc  4lias.  4ai^ 
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ong;  it  ia  a  qaestion  of  life  or  death  for  parent  or  child.    What- 

'er  is  to  be  done  most  be  qQiukly  done,  und  the  moat  experienced  of 
I'liiysicians  and  surgeons  have  hut  too  orten  beea  baffled  in  all  ttttempts 
tb  Bare  either  parent  or  child. 

Theuoniialitonitiouof  the  placenta,  and  the  usaal  place  of  its  attacli- 
iKnt  to  the  uterus,  ure  wdl  knowu.  Bnt  it  is  also  dow  equally  well 
{known  that  it  occasionally  deviates  go  widely  from  its  usual  points  of 
attachment  as  to  occupy  the  actual  outlet  by  which  tlie  product  o( 
conception  has  to  escape  from  the  ntems.  In  other  words,  we  find  it 
ia  Bome  instances  attached  wholly,  or  in  part,' around  the  inner  orlDce 
of  the  cervix  uttri,  obstructing  the  passage;  inverting  the  order  of 

Iture  in  delivery,  and  thus  endangering  life.  The  sut^od  is  first  ap- 
of  the  real  nature  of  the  ease  by  the  occurrence  of  hiemorrhage 

trough  the  external  organs  of  generation.    On  examination  per  vagi- 

itn,  he  soon  asccrttuns  the  unhappy  position  of  the  placenta. 

With  each  labor  pain  there  come  gu)-hes  of  blood,  the  result  of  a 
gradual  separation  of  the  placenta  from  the  walls  of  the  uterus,  their 
contraction  and  consequent  obliteration  of  the  venous  sinuses  bei[(g  pre- 
reiited  by  the  presence  of  the  faetua  in  the  womb.  If  the  latior  were 
now  left  to  itself,  that  would  seoarate,  and  leave  the  womb  first, 
rtrhlch  tu  the  natural  order  of  events  should  come  lost — namely,  the 
iccnta.    So  soon  as  the  placenta  has  disunited  itself  from  oil  coa- 

iction  with  the  ntorus,  the  child  must  speedily  be  born,  or  die.  Its 
icental  mode  of  resgnration  hae  been  cut  off,  and  to  obtain  auother 

irra  of  respiration  it  must  pass  into  the  world.  The  time  required  to 
'flestroy  the  life  of  the  infant  nnder  those  circumstances  has  not  been 
aetermined,  and,  indeed,  is  au  inquiry  of  the  most  difficult  character. 
The  experiments  of  BnBbn  and  others  on  the  suspension  of  intra-uter- 
Ine  or  placental  breathing  In  the  fcetus,  the  length  of  time  such  breath- 
ing may  be  suspended,  and  the  icrial,  or  atmospheric,  prevented  from 
t^ing  place  without  loss  of  life,  led  to  nothing.  They  were  instituted, 
moreover,  with  other  views.  But  however  this  may  be  determined 
hereafter,  of  this  we  are  certain,  that  from  the  moment  of  the  com- 
plete detachraent  of  the  placenta  from  its  uterine  surface  the  time 
cannot  be  long  when  death  must  strike  the  child.  The  same  fate 
awaits  the  mother,  should  it  happen  that  after  the  expulsion  of  the 
placenta  the  child  remains  bnt  a  few  minutes  in  the  womb;  for  the 
uterine  sinuses  are  open,  and  the  contraction  required  for  their  perma- 
nent clospre  cannot  take  place  until  the  child  be  delivered.  The 
rapidity  with  which  a  woman  dies  under  circumBtanccs  interfering  with 


^^^_   ncnt  do? 
^^^Lrapiditf  T 
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(ht»  MMiuml  t^ottlmotlon  of  iho  womb»  admits  unhappily  of  too  strong^ 
|i)HHtf  to  iw  qii0KUoiitHl  Kvon  in  natural  labor,  should  the  placenta  be 
li|iOU(MUi»ouikljr  d<»taoh<Hi»  and  the  uterus  remain  passive,  the  result  is 
iifl^li  f^Ul.  In  aiMim  of  inversion  of  the  uterus,  and  its  protmsioo 
ttm\  i\\^  iKHljr  with  tht^  placenta  attached,  the  first  effort  of  the  snr- 
Hfmi  U  to  nemi\tvi»t  th«  uteruv^i  in  its  position  within  the  body,  leaving 
tisp  )4a\H^Ht)l  «UII  attachcti«  Should  this  fail,  and  he  be  necessitated  to 
il^lii^v'U  IK^  )4aviHita  (vrlg^r  to  rt^placing  the  womb,  the  death  of  the 
W\MM<IM  t«  lht»  aliuvv^l  a^urt^  rt«ttlt^    It  has  happened  repeatedly  in  tlie 

t^  ^^n>\  tlM^^^  wi^^Nic^  th<»  haHttOrrkaj^  ar«»s  in  such  cases  eaa 
||(Li^^'^J^  iK^w  W  ^«iN^Mmi  ^i^'^  ttn^  dfesi»v«rT  oC  Weber.  B«i  the 
INhM^i^  vxm^^mk  vMt  tlii^  ttiHTUi^  $inw$ie$  inmedtati^  cii)ttse«|Mnk  to  the 
lit^iM^t^  v^  tW  (^iNili^  $teife$«s.  amaUMu^ts^bave  no(  yet  AcoteieA> 
Vt  ^  wttt^  <^(iii^  v>KU^  Ibai  ibp^  ftectVL^  lelt^  an  ^besr  pra^rcB 
l^w^^ii^  iW^  limM^ir  ^  ibp^  eiiK^  ^tiattiiM^  i»k^  pv^ieii  befece 

liMiN*^  ^lit^^  ^MW(tfc  IllfiNIi  ^^^'  wihm  l!b<  Mft^  <^  S^  vvuas 

b^  «^  ^»»^  iiyiicniJMC>  $Hr  ^  <Kv>ii^  ^  ^uio^i  vMnui  ^sm.     ite 

IJlN^^  k  «b^)^  ^^>^.  Wft  xMft$^  ^  ;i£  <Miitmitti»»iism.  >ii:^pnm  ^ 

"^S^  ^  ^  Usjirti  NMt  %»bv^  :i*iiet  ^^  ^aiMv     i;  «^  ;tiH^  isi« 

«ii^N^4iH!«(^.  .Mii;i^'»^  ^c^riKNu.  ^viii«(i<  iii^^bMfe'  1^  fil  nv 
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^te  the  organ  to  contract  rapidly  and  vigoroasly,  that  all,  or  nearly^ 

t  oar  remedial  means  must  be  applied. 

3efare  considering  what  these  means  are  under  ordinary  circnnV'   . 
I,  I  shall  return  briefly  to  the  mechanical  qnestion,  for  Bach  i 

filly  is — What  are  the  steps  to  be  adopted  in  cases  of  the  placentl 
^{irEtTia,  t«  give  to  the  mother  and  to  the  child  their  best  chance  of  life? 

Case, — Mra.  T ,  mother  of  eight  children,  aged  forty-two,     In 

this  case  labor  pains  set  in  with  occasional  hiemorrhage,  continuing  at 
intervals  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  with  little  progress, 
the  OS  uteri  eyideatly  not  dilating.  After  the  lapse  of  abont  twelve 
hours,  I  discovered  a  soft  pulpy  mass  unraedintely  over  the  oa  uteri, 
evidently  the  placenta.  The  head  of  the  child  was  about  entering  the 
introitus,  and  conld  be  distinguished.  Much  blood  having  been  lost, 
I  made  up  my  mind  to  deliver  by  turning.  This  child  was  born  alive 
by  the  feet.  The  placeuta  followed  soon  after,  without  any  further 
hiemorrhage,  and  mother  aud  ciiild  did  well.  A  sul)sequent  labor  oo 
curred  to  the  same  lady  about  two  years  afterwards;  there  was  also 
this  time  a  placenta  prmvia,  She  recovered  also  from  this  accident, 
bnt  the  child  was  dead. 

Severe  hiemorrhage  may  happen  before  delivery,  although  the  pla- 
centa occupy  its  normal  position.  It  may  have  separated  from  the 
uterus  wholly,  or  in  part,  the  child  being  still  andeiivcred.  Rupture 
of  the  membranes  is  the  safest  remedy  in  a  case  of  this  kind. 

Case. — Mrs.  W ;  full  term  of  pregnancy;  in  the  afternoon 

was  seized  with  hiemorrhage;  labor  had  not  progressed;  the  os  uteri 
being  nndilated  and  unyielding.  This  was  at  four' P.  M.  At  twelve, 
midnight,  I  first  saw  her;  the  blccdiug  had  been  cousideraLtle,  the  09 
uteri  being  fully  dilated,  and  the  external  parts  were  prepared  for  par- 
turition, but  the  membranes  still  remaining  entire,  and  the  bleeding 
continuing,  I  ruptured  them,  on  which  the  dangerous  accident  imme- 
diately ceased.  The  feet  of  one  child  now  presented,  and  the  child  was 
dehvered.     Auother  child  fallowed.    The  case  did  well. 

In  a  case  of  placenta  preevia  which  occurred  iu  my  practice,  the 
child  had  been  dead  for  some  time,  aa  the  cuticle  readily  peeled  off. 
Nevertheless,  there  was  severe  haemorrhage,  and  1  was  forced  also  to 
remove  the  placenta  from  the  uterus  with  the  hand.  Tlie  premature 
^th  of  the  child  seems  to  give  no  security  against  the  hemorrhage; 
~JSi8t  it  80  happened  in  this  case. 

b^t^tiOD  of  the  placenta  is  occasionally,  bnt  not  always,  a  cause  of 
I  extensive  accoucheur  practice  must  baT» 
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(tooidiotiftlly  met  with  serere  instances  of  otenhe  luemorrhage  from 
this  canse. 

G49IS. — Mrs.  8  »  aged  fbrty-two,  haying  been  taken  in  labor, 

ivqimted  mr  attendance,  bnt  other  engagements  preTented  my  doing 
15  at  the  commencement  of  the  labor.  My  asastant,  a  qnalified  snr- 
gefm,  took  charge  of  the  case.  The  patient  stated  to  him  that  on  all 
pVYTtoQS  occasions  there  had  always  occorred  difficnlties  in  remoring 
tbe  plMeiila^  and  she  conseqoently  dreaded  the  recorrenoe  of  this  erent 
▲a  fiur  as  r«gai>l8  the  child,  she  had  a  natural  and  easy  labor,  tenniii- 
aliai:  in  about  six  hoars.  My  assbtant  made  many  ineffectnal  attempts 
10  mnote  the  placenlak  and  scfioos  hsemorrhage  harli^  set  in,  I  was 
lequft^tcd  to  altefid.  I  foand  her  in  a  tctt  czbaielcd  conditian:  she 
aMMtcd  ^i^r^  Siimnlaacs  w^h>^  ffedy  admhiBtefed.  Whh  some  dif- 
fcallT  I  r^emot>^  the  placen^  which  adheted  fimly  to  the  fondas 
mm.    She  died  ahao^l  imtte&lely  after  its  separauow  aad  nffaoraL 

T»  rrtaarw  to  the  hislKNrT  of  the  ptaeewti  "^rrla.  Ssreeoa^  seeing 
the  dai^per  «f  alK>wii^  »Mnp  to  hain^  hK-  csn  way  is  eases  of  pla- 
«0ala  pnetia^  hare  actwdfaw^h  deTi<ied  ranooff  lac^ds  cf  Bee^rn;  the 
Mkwhy.  TV>sie  who  prafv^K  U!»  «k^aK-o&  ia»;  ivbecata.  aad  hr^  it 
awi^  €f^  $9«ndu  I  fetr,  ftvoa  a  tv«T  Satvid  ex;«nai».  T^a£  ca«s 
» liealed  do  reci^Ttc-  <upasa<mSy,  csxtrm  W  icofS^:  hoi  lasf  5$  not 
llie  ^fa«»k«a.  It  i^  t^  <^famnit£ve  cxiirat  ;cif  mrcsftiltiT  wid:^  we 
mns(  lAoik  t«.  Now.  iSmc^  e.x3$ii  i»(*  <9ai}S9l-$  t^n  lirade  1^  pnst: 
MM.  at  V«a$^  wrt):  w^nHk  I  aia  sirqMfi:^ 

llie  w%lls  /<f  tihe  mecas::  t)ie  TrATAdnt^skia  ^  1^  )iaiii£  iiftr  ^if  womh: 
llie  turnhi^  >6f  i3ie  {*>alc  ^r  «  ^^  )rhur  ^^wx  ibt  ito..  sue  fioliivcfiinn 
ifK^  ^riS^vr^*  «f  ^  l^^mrta — :ter  mac  »^  me  ^^  idmw 
W«t  adaT«9<i£  t^  nwi^  a  das?  *f  rast^  wiriri  ms^  ivrhsns.  f ajwar  re- 
Viida.  K«  a  ctc^aifr.  tTMft.  lir«^o&£  the  ;igaap;rfe:  ^c  i«r  arL  Ii  has 
l||lMlTf^nNlm1^l«w«$^theBllCt9sdl«K^  7^  ntaanta.  and  » 

VMM'V.  the  ftv»;  <if  the  diiln  ?V  roaiuMrcTT  yponiTTs?  rrwc  adn^tncsK, 
amfi  mar  Vm  ^  1/^  nf  thnr  Tt  is^  iwt  Imtin^iahlf  tna:  marr  caas 
4!f  WR^raTTiac^.  a^^oim7wmi^c  wiA  fgcre!«(scn  Htwiuic.  «r  trah-  atxs  rf 
|>at»riia  nneria.  !IV  n.'t^imHirt  dfagtogct  f«?  the  rwwa:  k  fwili 
i^Mii  V  V^!ee?et^ 
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observations,  have  written  methodicallj  and  with  a  pedantry  which  I 
imagined  had  been  forever  banished  from  medicine,  laying  down  tbe 
rules  applicable  to  most  cases  of  uterine  haemorrhage.  But  a  little 
reflection  will  show  the  reader  that  such  cases  must  be  met  by  a  u^ost 
careful  consideration  of  their  own  features  and  causes.. 

The  physician  or  surgeon  must  be  prompt  and  active — never  losing 
sight  of  his  patient  and  her  circumstances  for  an  instant.  Haemorrhag;e 
may  occur  at  the  commencement  of  pregnancy;  its  causes  then  arpi 
generally  obscure,  and  we  are  forced  to  treat  it  on  the  principles  of 
menorrhagia,  by  the  application  of  cold,  of  astringent  remedies,  of  m^ 
cbanical  applications.  The  vaginal  plug  may  be  used.  It  has  been 
happily  expressed  by  those  who  have  of  late  years  rung  the  changes 
80  loudly  and  successfully  on  the  theory  of  "  reflex  spinal  action,''  of 
its  direct  and  incident  impressions  and  movements,  as  if  they  were  rays 
of  light,  the  language  of  optics  having  been  resorted  to  with  a  happv 
facility  in  obscuring  the  source  of  the  theory  and  its  utter  inapplic;^- 
bility  to  the  varying  forms  of  nervous  action — by  those  who  have  bor- 
rowed Prochaska's  physiological  ideas,  that,  in  haemorrhage  occurring 
at  the  commencement  of  pregnancy;  the  uterus  must  be  treated  as  a 
non-motor  organ.  The  meaning  of  this,  in  plain  language,  is  simply 
this:  if,  in  arresting  this  form  of  haemorrhage,  you  rouse  the  uterus  io 
contraction,  it  will  expel  its  contents,  and  so  arrest  the  haemorrhage 
by  removing  its  cause — the  ovum,  which,  under  such  circumstances, 
the  uterus  is  disposed  to  look  upon  as  a  foreign  body,  or  likely  soon 
to  become  one.  The  object,  then,  must  simply  be,  to  avoid  this  acci- 
dent if  possible,  without  endangering  the  health  or  life  of  the  patient. 
But  should  the  haemorrhage  prove  alarming,  from  its  continuance  or 
quantity,  the  ovum  must  be  removed  by  mechanical  or  other  means. 
The  authors  I  speak  of  recommend  cold  in  such  cases;  but  cold  excites 
uterine  action,  which  they  also  fully  admit.  I  am  not  bound  to  explain 
the  inconsistencies  between  their  doctrine  and  practice;  a  good  theorist 
never  really  meets  with  any  very  serious  difficulty — for  every  why  h^ 
has  a  wherefore. 

At  one  time,  it  is  the  nervous  fluid;  at  another,  the  ''universal  ex- 
citability;" a  third  recommends  to  you  "  reflex  action,"  and  incident 
i^nd  direct  rays  of  sympathy  and  motion;  "  it  is  the  tub  for  the  medical 
whale  to  disport  in  for  a  time."  But  such  views  do  not  merit  anr 
serious  refutation.  In  the  latter  months  of  pregnancy,  cold  is  again 
recommended,  and  the  plug.  These  applications  are  useful,  no  doubt, 
and  they  sometimes  succeed.  But  the  real  question  is,  whether  pre- 
31 
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viatnre  labor  is  to  be  brought  od  or  not;  and  if  it  is  to  be  prematurely 
odoced,  the  roptore  of  the  membranes  will  generally  bring  about  the 
dedred  results. 

We  owe  to  the  pedantry  of  the  schools  the  subdivision  of  haemor- 
rhage into  unavoidable  and  accidental.  It  leads,  as  usual  with  such 
distinctions,  to -nothing.  The  unavoidable  is  as  much  accidental  as 
the  accidental,  strictly  so  called.  Let  us  attend  to  facts  and  observa- 
*tion.  After  delivery,  no  form  of  plugging  can  be  of  much  use.  If 
hemorrhage  be  present,  it  can  only  be  arrested  by  uterine  action.  To 
bring  on  uterine  action  must  ever  be  the  great  aim  of  the  accouchear 
in  cases  of  uterine  haemorrhage.  When  this  is  established  the  bked- 
ing  ceases,  as  if  by  a  charm;  its  sources  have  been  cut  off^  and  the 
patient  is  safe. 

The  idea  of  making  use  of  the  foetus  as  a  plug,  is,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  a  very  ingenious  idea.  It  will  be  conceded,  however,  I  trust, 
that  for  the  life  of  thb  plug  its  employment  in  this  humble  capacity 
ought  not  to  be  much  prolonged;  for  whilst  so  engaged,  should  it  hap- 
pen that  the  placenta  detach  itself  entirely  from  its  uterine  adhesioos, 
and  the  ntems  cease  at  the  same  time  its  contractions,  I  need  not  say 
that  the  lives  of  mother  and  chDd  are  in  jec^iardy.  The  other  idea, 
that  pings  favor  coagulation  behind  them  within  the  ntems,  and  that 
by  sncfa  coagulations  nterine  haemorrhage  may  be  arrested,  is  not  so 
hai^y  a  one,  for  it  is  clearly  false.  Coagnla  forming  io  the  ntems  will 
BOt  suppress  haemorrhage.  Ahim,  local  cold,  mineral  acids,  refriger- 
ants,  the  internal  ose  of  acetate  of  lead,  have  all  bees  nsed,  and  oc^ 
casKKially  with  seemii^  soccessw  Alternations  of  hot  and  cdd  app&- 
cations  to  the  abdomen  have  also  thetr  value.  The  object  is  to  excite 
vterine  action.  The  application  of  the  hand  over  the  ateriae  region, 
and  the  introdoction  of  it  into  the  uterine  cavity  itself,  are  the  means 
we  employ  to  bring  about  those  contractions  of  the  organ,  withont 
which  there  is  no  safety  for  the  patient.  It  will,  under  all  ctrcnmstances, 
be  safer  for  the  accoocheor  to  remember,  that  in  the  judicioos  use  of 
optom,  and  of  wine  and  spirits,  avkd  by  the  mechanical  means  ^)oken 
o(  fie,  after  all,  bis  moat  powerful  remedies.  Whilst  planning  other 
Modes  of  treatment,  soch  as  pressure  on  the  aorta,  or  on  the  vena  cavm» 
ni  has  been  ingem'oosly  suggested,  but  oo  physiological  principles  dis- 
tfnctly  erroneous^  infection  of  the  ombiltcal  vessels  with  cold  infecclons, 
Jkc.«  his  patient  may  be  lost  for  want  of  a  little  wine  or  brandy,  or  a 
dooe  of  opinsL    In  total  inertin  of  tbt  nterw  thitn  la  no  <fischarg»  of 
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blood  by  the  external  parts.  No  cases  are  more  dangerous  than  these, 
not  even  those  of  placenta  prsBvia.  * 

Ergot  of  rye  has  been  much  praised  by  some  as  an  excitor  of  uter- 
ine action ;  ipecacaanha  may  produce  the  same  results,  but  opium  is 
better,  and  confidence  and  courage  in  the  attendant  are  perhaps  the 
best  of  all. 

The  ingenious  Dr.  Radford  first  proposed  the  galvanic  circle  as  a 
last  resource,  one  pole  of  a  galvanic  trough  being  placed  within  the  os 
uteri,  and  the  other  applied  over  the  fundus,  thu^  making  and  break- 
ing the  circle  alternately.  I  doubt  its  efficacy.  One  thing  is  certain 
— it  often  fails. 

An  abdominal  compress  can  scarcely  fail  to  be  useful. 

Hippocrates  knew  that  applications  or  counter-stinnilants  to  the 
mammary  glands  occasionally  arrested  uterine  haemorrhage.  The  fact 
is  certain — sinapisms,  cupping-glasses,  the  sucking  of  the  child,  have  all 
succeeded.  How  the  incid'ent  reflex  nervous  ray  makes  its  way  from 
the  surface  of  the  bosom  to  those  nerves  which  are  presumed  to  excite 
the  uterine  fibres  to  contract,  I  leave  to  be  explained  by  those  who 
have  no  trouble  in  explaining  anything — the  physiological  theorist  who 
is  sure  to  find  in  the  latest  theory  an  easy  explanation  of  all  organic 
phenomena. — London  Eancet. 


<  <i»  »  > 


[From  the  Oglethorpe  Med.  and  Saxg.  Journal.] 
QUACK  ADVERTISEMENTS  IN  NEWSPAPERa 

We  copy  below  a  few  advertisements,  such  as  are  usually  found  in 
some  of  what  are  called  the  respectable  newspapers  of  the  day;  merely 
to  direct  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  deep  depravity  of  the  mis- 
erable quacks,  whose  ignorance  of  medical  science  is  only  equalled  by 
their  unparalleledc^rr  7i/ery.  If  the  editors  of  newspapers,  which  find 
their  way  into  almost  every  respectable  parlor  and  family  in  the  land, 
have  no  regard  for  the  preservation  of  the  morals  of  the  rising  gener- 
ation, and  shall  co^iniie  to  presist  in  the  publication  of  siich  advertise- 
ments as  we  quote  below,  we,  who  control  the  Medical  Journals,  should 
show  what  injury  they  may  do  to  the  friends  and  families  of  our  med- 
ical readers  at  least;  and  if  we  can  do  nothing  more  to  arrest  their 
recklessness,  we  can  advise  our  friends — who  constitute  no  small  share 
of  civilized  society — to  abandon  their  patronage  of  all  such  sheets. 

The  first  article  is  copied  from  the  British  Medical  *  Journal,  and  is 


intended  merely  to  expose  the  duplicity  and  credulity  of 
erally,     Tbis  same  disinUrated  "  Retired  Pliya 
or  near  New  York  City  bIeo. 

Advice  by  a  Retired  Phyndan. — When  Rowland  Hill  invented  the 
penny  postage  stamp,  and  pnt  in  circulation  tbe  Emallest  paper  ruoiiej 
in  existence,  lie  little  thnngbt  of  Ibe  evil  uses  to  wbicb  bis  admirable 
ideas  would  bo  turned.  He  little  anticipated  tbat  ingenious  gentlemen, 
-who  roam  about  seeking  wbom  tbey  may  devour,  would  through  its 
agency  manage  to  live  upon  the  public  in  princely  siyle,  their  whole 
stock  in  trade  being  an  advertisiiment  in  the  paper  1  In  tlie  number 
for  January  24th,  1851,  we  drew  attention  to  the  alluring  advertise- 
ment of  "A  Retired  Clergyman,"  wlio  wbs  anxious  to  make  the  pub- 
lic acquainted  witii  a  recipe  for  nervous  diBorders— the  trifling  sum  of 
Bis  postage  stamps  being  all  he  asked  in  return  for  bis  invaluable  ad- 
vice. But  flow  the  retired  clergyman  givee  place  to  an  aged  flgure, 
Hucb  as  we  used  to  see  in  the  frontispiece  of  didactic  voluuiea  of  s 
quarter  of  a  century  since,  in  the  form  of  a  venerable  hermit  diapeiw- 
ing  to  youth  the  health-giving  mountain  Kerb,  as  thus: 

A  Retired  Physician,  whose  sands  of  life  have  nearly  ran  out,  dis- 
covered, while  in  the  East  Indies,  a  certain  cure  for  Cousumplioii, 
Asthma,  Bronchitis,  Coughs,  Colds,  and  General  Debility.  The  remedy 
was  discovered  by  him  when  his  only  child,  a  daughter,  was  given  tip 
to  die.  He  had  heard  mnch  of  the  wonderful  restorative  and  beating 
qualities  of  preparations  nmde  from  the  East  India  Hemp,  and  the 
thought  occurred  to  him  that  he  might  make  a  remedy  for  his  child. 
He  studied  liard,  and  succeeded  in  realizing  his  wishes.  Hiscliild  was 
cnred,  and  is  now  alive  and  well.  He  has  since  administered  the  woo- 
derfiil  remedy  to  thousands  of  sufferers  in  all  pans  of  the  world,  and 
he  has  never  failed  in  making  them  com|jletcly  healthy  and  happy. 
Wishing  to  do  as  much  good  as  possible,  be  will  send  to  snch  of  his 
afflicted  fellow  beings  as  request  it,  this  recipe,  with  full  and  explicit 
directions  for  making  it  np  and  fiuccessfully  using  it.  He  requires  each 
applicant  to  enclose  him  six  stamps — one  to  be  returned  as  postage  on 
the  recipe,  and  the  remainder  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  this  ad- 
vertisement.   Address  H.  JAMKB,  M.  D.,  14  Cecil  Street,  Strand. 

^harming  picture !  Admirable  devotion  of  a  green  old  age  to  the 
miseries  {aud  postage  stamps)  of  a  suffering  public!  This  sage,  whose 
"sands  of  life  have  neariy  run  ^lut,"  and  who  studied  hard  to  save  hia 
child,  and  liappilj  succeeded  through  the  instrumentality  of  Indian 
hemp,  should  by  no  means  hide  his  light  under  a  bushel;  the  whole 
race  of  poor  afflicted  creatures,  consninptive,  asthmatic,  bronchitic, 
and  generally  debilitated,  have  only  to  apply  by  letter  at  once  at  his 
mossy  cell  in  that  health-giving  neighborhood,  Cecil  Street,  Strand, 
and  so  they  will  be  cured.  Behold,  every  morning  this  advertise- 
ment flies,  on  the  wings  of  the  press,  to  the  tire-sides  of  hnndreds  oF 
thousands  of  our  countrymen,  whose  Arcadian  simplicity  with  respect 
to  quack  medicines  is  loo  deep  to  fathom:  over  this  ample  crew  this 
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T«i«ftble  old  fisher  or  men  caste  hia  net — and  what  is  tJie  daily  result? 
Watch  the  postman  drop  Lis  bag  at  the  door  of  il\e  Retired  Physician. 
Can  there  be  mora  than  one  letter  for  the  aged  recluse  f  Is  the  man 
whose  "sands  of  life  are  nearly  run"  troubled  with  a  plentiful  corre- 
spondence? There  are  handreds  of  letters,  and  every  letter  comes  la- 
den with  its  due  complement  of  postage  stamps.  The  daily  receipts 
of  this  aged  jndividnal  from  this  sourcQ  ace  known  to  average  £10 
per  day;  and  this  is  not  the  whole  of  the  contribution  of  the  public  to 
this  deeply  interesting  individual.  The  receipts  for  the  preparation  of 
Indian  Hemp  is  dniy  sent;  but,  as  in  the  case  of  the  "  Retired  Clergy- 
Kran,"  the  recipient,  not  being  able  to  make  anything  of  it,  adopts  the 
•ccompanying  suggestion  to  send  it  for  concoction  to  a  certain  quarter; 
here  the  second  fleecing  process  begins;  and  where  it  ends  wo  scarcely 
like  to  Bay.  We  arc  informed  that  the  aged  physician  whose  "sands 
of  life  arc  nearly  run  "  is  a  hale  and  hearty  American,  who  proposes 
to  open  another  health-giving  fount  in  the  French  capital,  now  that 
tte  finds  himself  firmly  established  with  a  princely  income  in  the  mo- 
tropoliK, 

Thus  the  world  wags  in  1858.  Scores  of  well-educated  medical 
men  are  at  this  moment  reduced  to  starvation  point,  and  one  quack  ia 
wallowing  in  wealth.  Is  it  not  infamous  that  respectable  papers 
should  give  insertion  to  such  an  advertisement?  Can  any  person  be 
deceived  as  to  its  character?  Can  there  be  a  doabc  that  it  is  intended 
to  defraud?  How,  then,  we  ask,  ia  it  possible  that  honest  men  can 
consent  day  by  day  to  put  such  palpably  fraudulent  annooucemeuta 
into  uircnlation?  The  public  health  we  make  such  u  stir  about  is  as 
the  fat  pasture  ground  on  which  designing  quacks  feed  without  let  or 
binderance^uay,  with  the  approval  of  the  government,  oud  often  the 
support  of  the  judges. 

If  the  person  calling  himself  H.  James,  M.D.,  were  to  kill  any  of 
his  dupes  by  his  doses  of  Indian  Ilemp,  was  in  consequence  put  upon 
his  trial,  arc  not  aU  the  chances  in  favor  of  the  judge  recomiuouding 
hie  acquittal  in  consequence  of  his  ignorance  ?  It  is  really  monstrous 
that  the  most  deadly  poisons  should  be  prescribed  wholesale,  through 
the  medium  of  advertisements,  by  persons  without  any  legal  title  to 
do  £0.  We  question  if  there  are  half  a  dozen  physicians  in  London 
who  can  boast  so  large  an  income  as  this  "  Retired  Physician,"  whose 
whole  knowledge  and  stock  in  trade  is  summed  up  in  a  cunningly  written 
advertisement.  The  proper  punishment  for  this  gentleman,  whose 
"  sandB  of  life  are  nearly  run,"  would  be  a  sound  outward  application 
of  good  English  Hemp  to  his  own  person. — BrUuh  Mtdital  Jaurtud, 
March  0,  m58. 

The  succeeding  advertisement  aims  a  blow  at  the  very  fowidation 
of  female  purity  and  chastity,  and  that  too  without  the  slightest  dis- 
gaise.  lu  fact,  he  says  of  "  Dr.  Dnmas'  Female  Protecting  Instru- 
ment" that  "it  will  last  a  lifetime  without  getting  out  of  order,  anil 
tamut  fail.     It  ooo  be  curried  almit  the  ftrsim,  nud  used  without  iotef- 
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ferenco  to  the  conjugnl  relutiotis  of  the  married  stat*."  Comment  on 
SQch  a  Rtatement  is  usele^is,  ns  the  objects  and  aim  of  the  miaembte 
seounrlrtl  who  mokes  tbein  are  too  palpable  to  be  misunderstood.  An 
adTertiseraent  appeared  some  time  since  ia  one  of  the  papers  of  liit 
city,  in  which  the  advertiser,  after  speaking  of  liis  nostmni  as  infallt 
ble  in  restoring  the  menstrnal  secretion  when  arrested  from  <my  caase, 
adroitly  states  t1)at  pregnant  females  should  Dot  use  his  medicine,  as 
it  woald  be  nrtam  to  produce  aborlion  or  mucarriagt.  He  coold  Qot 
have  been  better  understood  if  he  had  said  in  so  mauy  word^,  that  all 
who  might  bf.romt  prg^nant  might  rdy  upon  his  specific  to  txpd  the  eon- 
ttnts  of  the  uierus.  We  do  not  pretend  to  quote  the  exact  language 
of  the  advertisement,  as  the  paper  that  unfortunately  contains  it  is  not 
now  before  us,  but  we  state  the  fads. 

If  newspapers  cannot  be  sustained  without  admitting  iuch  demoral- 
izing, body -destroying,  and  Boul-damnitig  advertisements  as  that  to 
whicli  we  have  alluded,  and  the  one  quoted  below,  in  the  name  of  civ- 
ilization and  of  morality,  ay  I  in  the  name  of  God  I  let  us  have  none 
of  them  amongst  us. 

Private  WozTrrkh.—RironPs  PracHce.^Dr,  Wm,  E.  Hcyt's  old  Et- 
tabiished  Private  Hospital,  laaited  in  the  Anadt,  opposite  Post  (Ma, 
Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Where  he  will  introduce  to  the  notice  of  those  afDicted  with  any 
form  of  private  diseases,  the  French  System  of  Core.  Thb  cluss  of 
complaints  he  hoi  made  a  specialty  for  the  last  15  years,  and  the 
knowledge  he  lias  of  the  New  Method  of  Treatment,  now  in  operation 
in  Paris,  and  the  IIospitalB  of  this  country,  warrants  him  in  saying 
that  none  of  the  forms  the  disease  is  wont  to  assume  is  without  a 
Snre,  Quick  and  Permanent  Remedy.  The  remedies  employed  by  tbe 
Doctor  are  free  from  any  offensive  taste  or  smell,  contain  no  mercnry, 
and  require  no  change  of  diet,  liusiness,  or  pleasnre.  Persons  can  be 
cured  at  home  by  Elating  their  case  and  addressing  Dr.  Wm.  E  Hoyt, 
Male  or  Female  who  have  Spermatorrhcea  or  Noctnrnal  Effu.sion,  lose 
DO  time,  but  consult  the  Doctor  and  get  his  Specific,  which  has  saved 
thousands  from  the  grave,  and  which  is  warranted  to  cnre  this  diseafie 
in  from  3  to  6  weeks,  or  the  money  refunded. 

Dr.  Hoyt  is  also  agent  for  Dr.  Dumas"  Female  Monthly  Pills.  No 
female  should  be  without  iLem;  they  can  truly  be  called  the  "Female's 
Friend." 

A  desideratum  has  been  gained  in  tbe  practice  of  Medicine  hitherto 
nnattaiiiable  by  the  medical  faculty.  Dr.  Dumas  has  used  these  in 
his  practice,  in  Paris,  (which  is  the  largest  of  any  physician  in  that 
city.)  for  years,  and  never  during  30  years'  practice  has  he  been  known 
to  have  a  failure.  These  Pills  have  been  approved  of  by  the  Ecola  At 
Medidue;  Tally  sanctioned  by  the  M.  R.  G.  8.  of  Loadon,  Edinborgh 
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and  Dablin,  as  a  never-failiDg  remedy  for  prodacing  the  Catamenial  or 
Monthly  flow.  Though  perfectly  harmless  to  the  most  delicate,  yet 
ladies  are  earnestly  requested  not  to  mistake  their  condition,  (if  preg- 
nant,) as  miscarriage  would  certainly  ensue.  Price  $1  00  per  box» 
sent  by  mail. 

Dr.  Dumas'  Female  Protecting  Instrument,  patented  and  protecte4 
by  Dr.  Dumas,  of  Paris,  and  sanctioned  by  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  of  London. 

This  instrument  enables  those  whose  health  or  circumstances  do 
not  permit  an  increase  of  family,  to  regulate  or  limit  offspring  without 
iiyuring  the  constitution.  The  instrument  is  perfectly  safe,  no  metallic 
substance  entering  into  its  composition;  it  will  last  a  lifetime  without, 
getting  out  of  order,  and  cannot  fail.  It  can  be  carried  about  the 
person,  and  used  without  interference  to  the  conjugal  relations  of  the 
married  state.  Those  who  do  not  find  it  as  represented,  can  have  the 
amount  of  its  cost  returned.  Sent  by  mail  to  any  part  of  the  XT.  S. 
and  Canada  on  the  receipt  of  $5,00.    Don't  mistake  the  name  or  place. 

DR.  WM.  E.  HOYT, 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. 


<  m 


THE  PRESENT  ASPECT  OF  CONSERVATIVE  SUROERT 
AND  THE  CHLOROFORM  QUESTION. 

By  F.  C.  Sket,  Esq.,  F.R.S.,  F.R.G.S.,  Surgeon  to  St  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 

Gentlemen — I  don't  think  I  can  better  begin  a  Course  of  Clinical 
Lectures,  which  it  is  my  duty  to  deliver  in  this  theatre  during  the  new 
year,  than  by  making  some  few  remarks  in  reference  to  what  is  called, 
in  the  general  'parlance  of  the  day,  "  Conservative  Surgery."  By  con- 
servative or  curative  surgery,  as  applied,  in  the  first  place,  to  injuries 
of  joints  or  limbs,  I  wish  to  signify  that  practice  in  surgery  which,  in 
the  hands  of  some  one  surgeon,  leads  to  a  conservation  or  saying  of  a 
limb  or  joint,  as  contra-distinguished  from  another  practice,  which,  in 
an  entirely  similar  case,  sacrifices  the  same  joint  or  limb  by  amputation; 
By  "conservation,''  or  some  such  term,  we  properly  signify  the  recog- 
nition of  the  power  of  Nature  to  repair  what  may  appear  otherwise 
beyond  repair,  and  it  obviously  implies  on  the  part  of  the  sui'geon  a 
deeper  knowledge  or  experience  of  the  snbtle,  yet  marvellous  powers 
of  Nature,  engaged  in  such  processes,  as  well  as  an  instinctive  recog- 
nition of  these  processes  and  the  point  where  Nature  is  assisting  a% 
and  proving  herself  a  true  vis  medicatrix;  or  where,  overborne  bj 
sundry  morbid  agencies.  Art,  even  at  any  cost  of  mutilation,  must 
come  to  the  rescue. 

And  this  ''conservative"  surgery  is  no  mean  or  little  thing;  it  es* 
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g^agos  the  moral  feelings  as  well  as  an  intellectual  analysis  Of  tUe 
gical  facts  that  have  previonsly  come  nnder  yonr  uotice — for  I  ooW 
take  it  that  you  will  all  and  each  of  you  be  one  day  or  another  eia« 
harked  in  snrgical  practice — both,  mind  you,  are  indispeusable,  th« 
moral  r<:elinga  and  the  intellect;  nay,  more,  ne  must  in  a  mcagure  make 
each  case  our  own,  and  sympathize  with  oar  patieuts,  if  we  wish  to 
master  each  case  presented  to  us. 

A  man  properly  imbued  with  the  idea  of  curatire  or  conserTsttTa 
surgery  must  calmly  study  Nature — he  must  forget  self-in teres t.  Oh! 
do  not  for  mere  edat  of  operations,  as  do  some,  commit  some  crime— 
I  was  almost  inclined  to  say,  do  not  do  anything  to  your  patient,  be 
he  rich  or  poor,  that  you  would  not  after  the  gravest  study  wish  to  be 
done  to  yourself  in  similar  circumstauccs!  That,  indeed,  mast  be  yoar 
gelding  rule  iu  all  your  medical  intereoorse  with  the  sich,  bat  mord 
particularly  in  this  department  Remember,  if  you  save  a  man's  armj 
to  him  it  is  almost  eciuivalent  to  his  life,  as  it  is  the  means  by  wblcll 
be  lives. 

Bnt  you  are  yonng,  and  yon  say,  "  Why  all  this— the  surgieal  pro- 
fession is  surely  an  lionorable  profession  ?"  and  you  read  the  journals, 
and  "we  are  all  honorable  menl"  Be  it  so;  that  is  drawing  it  verj 
mild,  at  any  rate.  Mark  I  I  make  no  imputation  against  the  great 
operators;  bnt  while  human  strength  is  mixed  up  with  human  weak- 
ness, and  while  the  line  is  not  well  defined  in  surgical  operations 
where  ayrit  de  corps  or  mere  snrgical  eclfil  trcspaasea  on  thorough  coo- 
Bcientionsncss  or  honesty,  while  error  is  likely  to  prevail,  then  il  ia 
Jour  duty  to  keep  yourselves  properly  instructed  in  what  the  lessooi 
of  experience  everywhere  are  teaching  us,  and  to  what  principles  of 
surgery  the  "  finger-posts"  of  statistics  are  pointing. 

You  may  depend  on  it  that  Natnrc  has  a  disposition  to  effect  rfv 
golar  cures  if  we  only  did  not  thwart  her  designs.  Nature  is  usaaDj 
at  work  building  up  healthy  tissues.  I  believe  this  is  evident  in  ft 
large  majority  of  surgical  cases.  Look  at  a  broken  bone  nnlthig. 
Sometimes,  no  doubt,  there  was  side  by  side  with  socli  healthy  phys- 
iologtcal  action  a  certain  pathological  or  diseased  action  or  element, 
but  let  ns  take  care  that  we  do  not  encourage  the  latter  iu  place  Of 
the  former;  say  that  we  bleed  iu  a  fever  where  we  ought  to  give  win*, 
then  the  disease  gets  ahead;  or  say  that  a  patient  dies  ofampatatiott 
or  resection,  where  such  operation  was  unnecessary. 

If  yoa  believe  with  me  that  there  is  this  tendency  to  mistake  many 
filings  in  Natnre's  work  for  flomethfng  pathological — that  (roni  e»prit 
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A  corps  we  take  for  gmoted  Natare  ia  going  palholt^ically  wrong  M 
often  or  oftener  than  she  goes  physiologically  right— yet  if  I  can  show 
jou  this  is  au  error,  surdy  there  must  be  soraetbing  in  our  conserr- 
stive  surgery  ihat  deserves  more  than  a  mere  passing  notice. 

Let  ns  ttike  care  that  this  so-(;&lIed  esprit  de  corps  does  not  alienate 
the  pulilic  too  much  from  as.  Bacon  made  this  remark  a  very  long 
time  ago.     It  is  as  true  now  as  it  was  then. 

All  very  well  I  But  what  evidence  can  I  bring  that  Nature,  as  wo 
And  in  her  hospitals,  is  not  always  going  wrong?  1  now  remember  tha 
Wards  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  for  a  period  of  about  forty  yearaj 
And  if  I  look  back  at  amputations,  for  instance,  I  find  they  are  dimin- 
ishing in  number  year  by  year,  What  is  the  secret  of  this?  I'll  tell 
yon.  Nature  now  cures  hundreds  of  cases  that  were  formerly  muti- 
lated and  amputated.  Do  you  think  we  have  in  this  department  but 
reached  the  gool,  that  we  have  nothing  tike  steel  or  cod-liver  oil  in 
Strumous  cases,  for  instance,  totally  unknown  forty  years  ago,  yet  to 
be  discovered  ?    Is  chloroform  nothing? 

Diit  what  a  melancholy  thing  it  Is  that  some  surgeons  still  adhere 
to  old  routine.  You  will  be  astonished,  perhaps,  that  there  is  no 
Btandnrd  practice  in  our  sixteen  or  eighteen  London  hospitals.  The 
public  does  not  know  that  even  with  this  tspril  de  corps — of  which  wo 
make  so  mueh  ado — that  the  leg  which  is  saved  in  hospital  A  is  cut 
off  and  few  questions  asked  at  hospital  B,  C,  D;  ay  I  we're  "all  hon- 
orable men,"  saved  perhaps  at  hospital  E,  or  put  in  orthopicdic  train- 
ing, but  cut  off  at  F,  G,  H,  I,  Ac,  Is  it  not  our  duty  to  society  to 
Bare  limbs,  to  cure  aneurisms  withont  cutting  operations,  to  take  ad- 
TftDtftge  of  chloroform,  &c.?  To  society  did  I  say!  Here  a  man 
ftels  the  blighting  influence  of  this  so-called  espril  de  cnrps;  he  is  out- 
voted in  consultation,  and  by  apparently  wise  heads;  he  must  uot  in- 
tHnge  old  routine  or  the  stereotyped  rules  of  years  1  But  I  tell  yon, 
and  you  may  rely  on  what  1  say,  our  first  duty  is  to  society,  though 
il  may  ill  understand  us;  our  next,  ay  lon^  iiilervah,  onr  next  dutyie 
to  our  profession! 

1  am  sorry  to  say,  too,  that  the  more  remote  the  distance  &otD 
London  the  worse  do  things  appear  to  become,  so  firmly  rooted  do 
old  pTpJudiccs  keep  their  hold  where  once  they  have  been  implanted. 
In  one  email  provincial  hospital,  with  forty  surgical  beds,  I  have  re- 
cently known  there  to  liave  been  more  mntilatioos  or  amputations  in 
4Be  year  than  there  were  in  the  same  year  ( of  twelve  months)  in  all 
840  snrgica)  beds  in  St.  Bartholomew's.    The  fear  i^  using  cblo- 
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foform — another  error-r-adds  to  the  horror  of  sach  old-world  wisdooL 
4.11  professions,  perhaps,  eTen  to  the  jadges  on  the  bench,  are  ''in- 
firm of  purpose/'  if  it  comes  to  be  a  matter  of  common  sense  versus 
some  old  precedent  or  rnle — in  other  words,  a  matter  of  esprit  de  corps. 
Still,  even  this  latter  must  occasionally  yield  to  the  public  learning 
things  themselves. 

There  is  no  large  or  capital  operation  in  surgery  that  is  not  under- 
going a  change  in  the  du-ection  of  greater  simplicity.  Where  are  our 
pulleys  in  recent  dislocations  of  the  hip  7  What  improvement  ever 
equalled  that  of  the  introduction  of  chloroform,  of  anaesthetics  ?  Pain 
abolished  at  one  glorious  sweep;  you  know  that  even  within  your  own 
memory,  let  cavilers  say  what  they  please,  it  has  become  the  recog- 
nized practice  of  all  good  surgeons  in  America,  Asia,  and  Europe  to 
administer  chloroform.  Let  no  siHy  errors  persuade  you  to  the  con- 
trary. Again,  look  at  injuries  of  the  skull  and  the  use  of  the  trephine, 
where  formerly  it  was  used  on  every  occasion  (realizing  the  lines  to 

Sidrophel — 

"  He  used  trephimng  of  the  skull 

As  often  as  the  moon's  at  fall," 

where  formerly  we  were  told  to  anticipate  symptoms) ;  now  the  tre- 
phine is  scarcely  used  at  all;  in  Germany  it  is  entirely  condemned. 

Let  us  take  lithotomy  operations  again,  and  compare  them  with 
lithotrity.  Yet  though  the  appliances  and  means  of  lithotomy  are 
more  brilliant  or  improved,  (I  now  speak  of  the  lateral  operation,) 
the  deaths  are  at  least  SO  per  cent.;  those  of  lithotrity,  which  is  su- 
perseding it  in  private  practice,  are  only  5  per  cent. 

Does  the  conscientious  surgeon  treat  surgical  aneurism  now  in  the 
same  manner  that  surgeons  of  the  last  century  did  ?  No  I  We  have 
been  compelled,  by  the  facts  brought  forward  by  the  Dublin  surgeons, 
to  adopt  the  mode  of  cure  by  compression;  it  is  not  so  brilliant  or  full 
of  eclatj  yet  it  is  eminently  conservative,  and  saves  many  valuable  lives. 
Some  London  men  say  they  like  a  cut  at  their  cases,  but  the  short 
and  best  cut  of  a  case  of  aneurism  is  to  cure  it,  and  that  is  effected 
by  pressure;  the  amputations  and  deaths  after  ligature,  even  for  pop- 
liteal aneurism,  were  something  terrible  and  enormous  a  few  years 
ago;  now  we  hear  of  internal  aneurisms  cured  by  specific  methods. 

Old  dislocations  are  now  reduced  in  people  of  advanced  years,  evea 
at  sixty,  though  Sir  A.  Cooper  advised  the  opposite,  and  in  the  man- 
ipulation of  other  cases  under  chloroform  it  is  marvellous  what  maj 
1^  done.    These  are  the  cases  that  wil)  make  or  mar  yx>a  in  practioei 
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As  to  the  special  sabject  of  saving  limbs  after  sargical  injury^  «oA 
as  compoand  fractuies  with  and  without  injury  of  vessels,  I  wrote 
a  paper  in  1855.  I  am  every  day  more  and  more  convinced  of  ^he 
force  of  the  truths  I  then  enunciated;  I  will  not  go  with  much  detul 
into  it. 

If  a  limb  be  cold  or  mortified  and  vessels  impaired,  there  can,  of 
course,  be  no  second  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  amputation ;  but  I 
take  cases  on  the  confines  of  this  extreme  T!ondition,  and  I  ask  myself 
very  often,  Shall  I  amputate  or  not  ?  Fifteen  years  ago  I  had  a  great 
deal  of  night  surgery  at  this  hospital ;  I  may  say  I  lived  next  door; 
and  I  have  had  many  a  half  hour's  walk  up  and  down  the  quadrangle 
— half  hours  of  agony,  thinking,  shall  I  amputate  or  not  amputate  ? 
A  hand  and  forearm  of  a  patient  is  sometimes  fractured  by  machinery, 
by  a  printing  press  at  night — the  old  rule,  I  now  firmly  believe"  more 
honored  in  the  breach ''  than  in  any,  even  at  least  slavish  observance, 
was  always  to  amputate;  and  mind,  in  doing  that  yon  take  away  the 
working  man's  right  hand  perhaps;  now  that  is  a  serious  matter! 
We  infringe  the  rule,  and  the  infringements  or  errors  of  old  rules  taught 
OS  a  great  deal.  I  was  every  year  more  and  more  fortified  in  my 
opinion,  now  fully  established,  that  you  are  not  called  upon  to  am? 
pntate  in  almost  any  injury  of  forearm  and  hand.  Nature  will  repair 
the  mischief  herself. 

:  Take,  again,  diseases  of  joints,  and  what  do  we  find  ?  What  has 
the  last  ten  years  taught  us  ?  That  yon  cannot  have  anchylosm 
without  removal  of  the  encrusting  cartilage  of  such  parts  as  the  head 
of  the  femur  or  humerus,  &c.  This  is  not  disease — it  is  Nature's  own 
curative  surgery;  yet  how  are  we  every  other  day  frightened  at  the 
words  **  ulceration  of  cartilages."  Have  yon  never  seen  this  part 
finely  injected  with  size  and  vermillion  ?  If  you  have,  you  would  see 
a  beautiful  ring  of  granulations  marking  out  the  process  of  absorption, 
and  thus,  paripassuy  marking  out  Nature's  conservative  surgery. 
Yet  how  many  dozens  of  knees  do  we  see  amputated,  or  ankles  re- 
moved, because  we  mistake  a  healthy  reparative  process,  tedious  it 
may  be,  for  a  diseased  state. 

.  But  I  come  back  to  the  subject  of  compound  comminuted  fracturea 
I  do  not  like  to  lead  the  advanced  guard  of  ultra  conservatism.  I 
see  a  good  deal  of  small  surgery,  but  though  heterodox  in  a  '^  clinical,'' 
I  wish  to  teach  you  leading  clinical  principles,  not  small  surgery.  Bat 
I  will  give  you  a  case;  there  is  nothing  like  a  case — it  is  a  sort  of 
diagram.    A  man  was  brought  in,  Nov.  5,  with  a  very  bad  and  finv 
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r' ^ 
midable  laceration  of  forearm,  the  radiiie  commiDated,  the  extensor  ^^^| 
DMBClcs  scooped  away,  tbe  iaterosseous  ligament  and  eo-called  iate)^  ^^H 
OSKons  arterr  (it's  not  an  iaterOBseoua  arterv  at  all,  by  the  way.)  alt 


OSB^ons  artery  (it's  not  an  iaterOBseoua  arter^r  at  all,  bj  the  waj,)  alt 
Injured;  he  had  a  Guy  Fawkes  explosion,  burning  and  destroying  hia 
arm.  What  was  to  be  done?  The  students  came  crowding  dovo 
Tor  an  operation;  h»  had  some  amount  of  extension  and  flexion  in  tbe 
forearm.  Well,  I  aimply  cut  away  alt  the  jagged  parte,  I  placed  k 
■pliiit  over  the  front  of  the  forearm;  he  bus  now  a  n««ful  arm;  bnt 
uind,  if  be  liod  not  bad  extension  and  Bexion,  it  woatd  be  nseless  to 
try  to  save  the  parts.  Here  "antagonism,"  whatever  it  be  in  tbe 
moral  «r  Guy  Fawkes  world,  is  eserything  to  be  deared.  He  had  hta 
■npinaiora,  else  1  would  have  amputated:  it  would  never  do  to  Lean 
blm  a  hand  all  flexors,  bent  like  a  bird's  claw. 

Yon  have  heard  also,  no  doubt,  (any  of  you  industriously  reading 
Dp  for  the  college,  at  least, )  of  "  primary  "  and  "  secondary  "  ampata- 
tionsr.  Well,  there  has  been  a  great  deal  written  on  this  subject,  and, 
as  it  is  made  to  bear  on  oon.wrvutive  surgery,  it  is  good  in  its  essenca, 
bQt  it  is  impracticable.  I  have  often  explained  why  1  don't  believe  in 
it.  It  may  answer  on  the  lield  of  bottle,  where  tlie  surgeon  is  here  in 
ft  ^nch  t<Hlay,  and  ten  miles  off  to-morrow.  1  believe  it  is  ridic»- 
looa  iu  civil  hospitals;  for  I  say  if  a  man  is  not  operated  on  till  tbt 
termination  of  six  hoars,  why  not  give  him  24,  ay,  and  48  lionrs?  la 
such  casee  I  would  say,  in  oue  word — do  not  take  off  limbs  too  soon; 
watch  the  case;  watch  it,  that's  the  secret.  I  fought  a  case  here  th* 
other  day;  I  said  give  him  24  hours,  and  then  three  days:  I  will  not 
tell  you  the  result — bnt  that  is  the  principle.  I  want  you  now  to  ulv 
serve  for  yoursoWeB,  and  take  this  with  yon,  that  in  the  last  ten  yean 
there  is  happily  growing  up  more  teoderness  and  sympathy  for  patient*; 
there  is  more  humanity  amongst  the  true  and  great  surgmms. 

If  we  fell  for  patients  more  it  would  l>e  oo  harm.  1  bad  a  jokt 
wiUi  Sir  B.  Bcodie  a  little  while  ago.  He  went  out  of  town  soa^- 
where,  and  happening  to  meet  with  an  injury,  dislocated  hi  sbwnenit. 
"I  am  so  glad.  Sir  Benjamin,"  I  said  to  him,  "a3  tbe  Fates  woali 
have  it  so,  that  it  occurred  to  such  a  good  observer;  you  can  now  sym- 
pathize with  patients,  and  tell  us  all  about  it;  I  am  glad,  at  any  rote, 
it  was  no  worse."  He  laughed.  ""I  agree  with  you,"  be  said;  "wa 
do  not  sympathize  cnongh  with  our  patients.  1  douH  exactly  see  Iha 
tOKe  of  yonr  rongr&tol&tion,  at  least  in  yoor  way,  for  I  adsore  yon  k 
was  horribly  painful." 

1  would  say  to  yon,  in  conclnsian,  it  U  your  dnty,  it  ia  yvor 
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s  no  nobler  one,  to  save  limbs  and  to  save  lire  in  every  poa- 
er  you  can;  tlie  sooner  you  Torget  mere  personal  eclat  the 
I   lietter.     Take  CBfe  that  much  of  the  eiprit  de  corpi  I  speaV  of  ia  not 
f/nie  and  self-esteem. 

Yon  may  rely  on  it,  considering  our  increasing  knowledge  of  thar- 
•peuticB,  ilifit  we  have  not  yet  tested  Nature's  own  conservative  surg- 
ery eiiou^l),  and  tliat  we  deprive  Nature  of  nincli  of  the  credit  thst 
ia  justly  her  due. — Mhitlreal  Medico i  Chronicle, 
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LOCAL  AWJESTHEBIA 
By  the  Application  of  an  Electric  Currant 

'  Many,  if  not  most  of  the  readers  of  the  Journal,  have  doubtless 
Jleard  of  lliia  novel  method  of  producin;^  local  anicstliesia,  and  its  up- 
jlleation  in  the  extraction  if  teeth,  It  was  hroug'hl  to  the  notice  of 
the  Stnior  Editor  about  two  months  ago,  by  one  of  the  agents  of  i/Lt. 
Jtrome  B.  Francis,  of  Philadelphia,  Die  inventor,  with  a,  request  that 
he  would  give  it  a  fiiir  trial.  Having  consented  to  do  so,  be  request- 
ed the  agent  to  plnce  in  the  iiiRrmury  of  the  Baltimore  College  of 
DentftI  Surgery  one  of  the  small  galvanic  batteries  which  had  been 
gotten  up  for  tlie-  purpose,  and,  at  the  time  appointed  for  the  esperi- 
meot,  a  number  of  persons,  having  decayed  and  aching  teeth,  pregent- 
ed  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  undergoing  what  they  had  been  led  to 
'beKevc  would  be  a  painless  operation,  and  in  nearly  every  case  their 
-hopes  were  seemingly  realized.  Between  thirty  and  forty  teeth  were 
extracted  liy  Dr.  Arthur,  lute  Professor  in  the  Philadelphia  Dental 
College.  The  experimcntot  the  College  was  continued  two  afternoouB; 
on  the  second  day  the  Senior  Editor  wiis  not  jn-esent,  but  Dr.  Arihar 
informed  him  Hint  it  was  quite  as  successful  as  on  the  first;  and,  yith 
a  view  of  aseertuining  how  much  the  imagination  might  influence  the 
feelings  of  the  patient,  he,  in  the  case  of  a  boy,  who  wislied  to  have 
two  teeth  extracted,  applied  the  electric  current  while  removing  the 
st;  the  lad  affirmed  that  he  suffered  no  pain,  but  in  the  removxl 
the  second  it  whs  not  applied,  and  the  pain  occasioned  by  the  operft- 
yn  was  so  great  that  he  screamed  luiiitily, 

ippBTcal  success  of  these  experiments  induced  the  Senior  Edi- 

to  apply  the  invention  of  Mr.  Fraiusis  in  his  private  practice,  and 

result  thus  far  Las  certainly  been  very  saUsfactory — a  large  mnjor- 

ty  of  his  patients,  (or  whom  he  has  extracted  teelh,  having  assured 
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imibiliM  If  ihoy  roonr  to  tho  general  principles  laid  down  in  the  book9 
^(<m  tli«y  hftvo  oauM  for  unavailing  repentance. 

TImt  Iitu|i0ndou«  committee,  appointed  to  investigate  the  subject  of 
**ttwlll  mllk«"  and  report  whether  the  celebrated  Dr.  Shanks  is  right 
til  lib  t(H(tlttiony»  that  **  the  milk  of  cows  fed  on  distillery  slops  is  good 
(W  I'hlldrt^ii  and  aduUa,  and  that  the  odor  of  the  stables  and  distillery 
ti  KiHiUhlVil  and  «vt»n  pleasant  to  the  olfactories,"  not  having  finished 
iKi^tr  lalH>r«»  mail«  no  reiH>rt;  whereupon  the  Board  of  Health,  d»- 
II^Mi^r  i>f  <iiijr  )l(tht  (h>m  the  Academj,  have  decided  bj  a  large  ma- 
j^f^.  Dial  l>r.  ^auka  ia  ri|rh^  and  the  Duisaoces  of  swilled  milk  and 
dWtltU^j^  M  biH^f  ar«  to  be  per^ietuated  according  to  law.  The  re- 
iavm»lMliv>(^  v^  Urtk  ^>aiic«k  UH^com*  and  others  with  the  protest  of 
Mit  li^iKMrK  IW  Ma,Y^%  wbo«»  ciMmion  »«ise  concvred  wUk  tkese  ge&- 
UiHiaiMk  tlNtl  IW  imbUc  K«<Utk  b  $itftfin^  bj  these  noisooie  inwa^cti^ 
il^  %U  «^  a»M^  ^  IW  ^  <&Wl  of  Dr.  Sluuik^  ud  Ife  tan^r  iaitf- 
fc<hH»w  vMt  iW  A<«Jk«Qr,.  r^^jMhu^^t^  al  fctmii  bj  tlie  "^  tfpt  of 
lllljr'^  k  lihttNNKMMck    WWa  UHkl  iMnaaaiit^  f^pwt^  tf  it  ever 


it  %» ^»«-  ^<t»t<f »<a>Aia»i  a^  »iy.  i^  w»  Iwam  yaymtiV  atoawat 
»aijt  ^t<^^^a»t^fe  ^iNaa  aJli^^  lictOK 

%^»aK^  uanii<»ta^"ifta  '«aiiaak4dhMs^%i^4Hra«aikia«i^^ 
^  '4)(^  ^TisiKMi^  >»M«^  «'  ^MC^Mt:  |«(aft<iqam»  :Kaif  «*  aiiiHa 
W0<r  Wn^  i»iaj»i»t>  ^  Yfe^  lianas  ^a^oaiaMMJia^  4. 
%{^Hf>^vM  .M-  >r  :9ai^  )>air  aain^  ^mt  amaliAf  <^tUMa£^  u 
^W^>a^.  4H  '  W^wiajfir  a-"  ai^  ioMfetaa 
amp^  ^    ^tNi^mp  <lbi«i!^  k  )ii^^9a)ia»;  ^if^Kss  <a-a^ 
IINk  y»i»aaK^!»g<»  a»iM^  ^  aftp»m  4^  ^  ir  4t9iua$fts«at; 
^'^  a>aaij[^*<<'-^a»»>t»g?a<w  aar.  aanat  >«at  aMpanit 
^i|liHMi»riaa^  -n^  >Oi^ira^4iiai^^  -(^laar  <i||«»^sa»tHt  ^a^a   «r 
'aaiii^'Mai;  4>» -laiW^  ^^aawi? -•  «rar%  ai^';fi«^  itfa:-aif( 
'4l# .-t^v^Mi.  ^^4K»*«a»  >aaarv  aaiii'ait'-taoa '^aiti:  at 
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clined  inserting  the  articles  sent  us,  and  may  even  now  have  spoken 
prematurely.  If  anybody  in  or  out  of  the  profession  think  Dr.  Mor- 
ton has  merits  in  this  regard,  entitling  him  to  the  claim  of  a  discov- 
erer; and  if  they  choose  to  certify  thereto,  which  costs  them  nothing, 
or  to  subscribe  their  money  to  him  as  a  reward,  we  think  nobody  has 
any  right  to  object,  and  certainly  we  do  not  Those  gentlemen  who 
have  declined  to  sign  Dr.  Morton's  papers  are  probably  in  doubt  as 
to  his  being  the  discoverer,  and  will  remain  so  until  Boston  has  spok- 
en. But  we  beg  to  be  excused  from  entering  into  that  interminable 
discussion  of  priority  in  the  Gazette,  so  much  is  to  be  said  on  both 
sides. 

a®*  Since  the  above  was  written,  the  Board  of  Governors  of  our 
Aims-House  have  been  appealed  to  for  $1,600,  from  the  city  treasury, 
and  a  similar  effort  is  making  with  the  City  Hospital,  Commissioners 
of  Emigration,  and  other  public  bodies.  The  matter  has  now  got  into 
the  newspapers,  and  there  we  may  leave  it  with  the  tax-payers,  who 
will  here  find  another  perversion  of  the  public  money  to  look  after. 
Verhum  sat. 


>♦< 


THE  MOTT  SITRGICAIi  AND  PATHOLOGICAIi  MUSEUM. 

• 

A  catalogue  of  the  vast  collection  of  more  than  a  thousand  speci- 
mens of  surgical  and  pathological  preparations,  accumulated  in  the 
practice  of  Professor  Valentine  Mott  and  his  two  sons,  has  just  been 
published.  Dr.  Mott's  experience  has  now  extended  beyond  a  half 
century,  during  all  which  period  his  surgical  practice  and  opportuni- 
ties have  been  unrivalled  in  this  country,  if  in  any  other,  by  any  living 
man.  His  industry  in  the  collection  and  preservation  of  this  museum, 
the  mass  of  which  consists  of  the  trophies  of  his  own  operations,  has 
never  been  surpassed.  His  reputation  as  the  "  Napoleon  of  Surgery'' 
ifi,  however,  built,  not  so  much  on  the  number  as  upon  the  originality 
of  his  operations.  Some  of  these  have  startled  the  medical  world,  by 
their  originality,  boldness,  and  unique  character,  and  he  is  regarded  at 
home  and  abroad  as  an  honor  to  his  profession  and  to  his  country. 
His  son.  Dr.  Alexander  Mott,  is  now  associated  with  him  in  surgical 
practice,  and  has  contributed  the  fruits  of  his  own  operations  and 
those  of  his  elder  brother,  now  deceased,  to  enrich  his  father's  muse- 
um, and  the  arrangement  of  the  specimens  in  forty  compartments  in 
his  work.  The  value  of  this  collection  to  any  medical  school  is  be- 
Jittd  aU  compatation.  We  had  rather  inherit  it  than  all  the  pecnni- 
.     32 
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wy  malU  of  his  long  and  brilliant  career.  Long  maj  this  reteran 
III  our  ranki  oontluua  to  teach  and  to  practise  the  profession,  which 
hat  Vmh^h  th<^  labor  of  his  life. 


»^» 


»UiMbr  thte  natt^  a  quad:  nostnun  is  extensiTdT  adTertised  in 
C%ar)iahHW  ^  C\  and  thioogii  the  Sooih  generaHj.  A  com^po&dcia 
ta  An^i^Mk  €k\V.  9«Kk  «$  IW  proof  that  a  certificate  of  Dr.  D.  J.  C. 
C^  heail$  th«  litt  of  laiflribtorT  docuMits,  e^dorsuig  the  coniive 
piQilhm  vVT  lh»  aoitlrwBi,.  atwiched  br  his  medkal  axpmence  ia  its  ase. 
TW  BtlltNT^  an^  pfi^parrd  br  some  Mrs.  Jfeaknais^  probabh*  »  hmtik 
fkf^^iim  wWxii^  ^  $aiid!^  %>f  )il^  are  iwHuifr  o«t7  fik<e  her  sale  pmo> 
lyip^  w  laws  vtiTs 

W<^  aiJM«^  vMir  <<gtwig|iiiiii»t  l»  aea4  hb  cafjaii  lo  aae  of  tkt 
S^nifcwfc  j^HNNiab^  att  ^  vhk^  ai%  fitttl  wl  *^£^bK^'*'  ani  v« 
iIm  W(»  vift  taid  ihNii  IV.  C^V  aftwe  ^  a  ix^wrr.  &>r  «« 

vHiai^  %^  Viktir  aia^^^MC  wwiKaw  iw  ^  ^  at»;raiL  inm^c^'*  5ir  jt*?«^  2»  * 


i*%«" 


iliai^  >^  %  ^HmmWMI^  'WiifMfiasni;  wioMtti^  :amnR  «rr  ujimimii 
V<iaa>«r.  >aii  "Nir  ^itos^ 

^  ?iiir  :9waa  >a6^  ^e^diat  xhi»  :?>  jfit^atainii^ 

4ihi«^icQa^  ^IMkiai:  H^^^li|f;«^  $^  «"^  ^^f^w 


>t  ^  ^^M^  ^%il 


Veal  School.  The  period  of  instructioD,  instead  of  including  only  the 
Viectarea  of  the  foar  winter  months,  as  heretofore,  is  to  extend  through- 
Boat  the  whole  year,  with  the  exception  of  appropriate  vacations.  In 
1  order  to  carry  out  this  intention,  tlie  Tremoiit  Street  Medical  School, 
r  lieretofore  aa  institntioQ  for  private  medical  instractioa,  has  been 
merged  in  the  College,  and  the  course  will  consist  of  lectures  during 
one  portion  of  the  year,  and  of  recitations  and  stuil^  and  cli'iical  in- 
struction during  the  other  portion.  The  iuBtruetors  of  the  Tremont 
Street  School  have  for  some  time  been  the  same  as  the  professors  in 
the  College,  bence  the  union  of  the  two  institutions  has  bee 
plished  withoat  difficulty;  and  the  teachers  will  lie  enabled  to  adopt 
the  two  courses  mutually  to  each  other,  so  that  the  student  will  be  as- 
sisted in  bis  studies  and  observations  daring  the  sammer  course  in  the 
maDner  best  calculated  to  enable  him  to  profit  by  the  lectures  in  the 
I   winter." — Boiton  Mid.  and  Sur^,  Jov,m. 


N.  O.  SCHOOL   OF  MEDICINi;. 

The  announcement  of  this  young  and  thriving  College,  of  which  our 
old  friend  Dr.  E.  D.  Fenner  is  Dean,  will  be  found  in  this  number.  It 
will  be  seen  that  in  the  Faculty  of  ten,  our  own  Dr.  Austin  Flint,  of 
Bnfalo,  is  one,  and  takes  the  department  of  Clinical  Medicine,  ioclud- 
ing  Auscultation  and  Percussion.  The  hospital  in  immediate  proxim- 
ity will  afford  him  ample  scope  to  benefit  the  students.  The  coarse 
extends  through  twenty  weeks. 

The  Circular  has  not  reached  os,  nor  their  Jonraal  for  months  past. 
,  What  is  the  reason? 


ANOTHER  CANCER  CURBR. 

A  correspondent  in  Alabama  writes  us  that  a  celebrated  itinerant 
preacher  and  cancer  doctor  lately  left  that  region  for  parts  unknown, 
after  selling  his  recipe  for  a  large  price.     Here  it  is  1 
Take  Borrs  of  Jamestown  weed,  a  bushel, 

White  Snmach  leaves  and  bark,      a  large  quantityl 
Cancer  weed,  S  I 

Tobacco,  2  large  sound  plugs; 

cot  the  tobacco  fine,  pnt  all  in  a  M^  yof  full  of  water,  and  boil  down 
to  a  salve.     When  cool,  add  arsmie,  one  ounce;  mix  well,  spread  on 
er,  aild  a^y  frtdy.    Will  the  Middlesex  Hospital  try  it,  after 
J*  have  had  enough  of  Dr.  Fell. 


leather,  i 
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This  is  the  title  of  the  new  school  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  aboat  to 
open.  The  Facalty,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  consists  of  Drs.  Ford, 
Haskins,  Atchinson,  Calendar,  and  Wright,  and  Dr.  May,  of  Wash- 
ington City,  who  has  been  induced  to  accept  the  snrgical  chair.  With 
snph  teachers  the  college  cannot  fail  to  attract  stndents,  and  we  shonld 
not  be  surprised  If  a  large  class  greet  them  at  the  opening. 


>♦< 


Barge's  Apparatus  for  Fractnred  Thigh  has  been  introdaced  at  the 
New  York  City  Hospital,  and  three  snccessive  cases  have  been  treated 
resulting  in  perfect  cure,  absolutely  wit/unU  shortening  or  deformity.  All 
these  patients  have  been  allowed  the  privilege  of  sitting  up  every  day. 

Surgeons,  patients,  and  nurses  all  attest  its  superior  advantages. 


■»♦•■ 


We  are  requested  to  announce  that  Dr.  C.  F.  Heywood,  Secretary 
of  the  N.  Y.  Academy  of  Medicine,  is  authorized  to  receive  subscrip- 
tions of  one  guinea  annually,  for  the  Xew  Sydenham'  Society  of  Lon- 
don, which  promises  to  furnish  4  volumes  during  each  year,  of  new  and 
valuable  medical  works,  not  generally  accessible,  to  each  subscriber, 
who  will  thus  obtain  them  at  a  low  price. 

The  plan  is  a  good  one  for  the  subscribers,  but  at  the  price  named 
it  must  be  ruinous  to  the  publishers,  without  a  very  extensive  list  of 
patrons,  who  are  to  pay  but  little  over  one  dollar  per  volume.  It  is 
denred  to  send  a  long  list  of  names  from  Xew  York. 


»»« 


Prizes  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society. 

The  Mass.  Medical  Society  is  authorized,  by  a  donation  from  one  of 
its  members,  to  offer  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  best  disser- 
tation adjudged  worthy  Of  a  prize  on  the  following  theme,  viz.:  "To 
what  affections  of  the  lungs  does  bronchitis  give  origin  ?"  The  above 
Is  open  to  physicians  of  every  country.  The  latest  article  on  the  rela- 
tions of  bronchitis  to  other  diseases  of  the  lungs  was  written  by  Dr. 
W.  T.  Gairdner,  of  Edinburgh,  in  1850.  A  review  of  the  paper  can 
be  found  in  the  British  and  Foreign  Medico- Ckirurgical  Review  for 
April,  1852.  Each  dissertation  shonld  be  designated  by  a  motto,~aDd 
accompanied  by  an  envelope  superscribed  with  the  motto,  and  con- 
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taming  the  writer's  name. and  address.    The  sealed  packet  accom- 
panying the  successful  dissertation  will  be  broken,  and  the  author's 
name  announced,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  in  May,  1859. 
Dissertations  for  the  above  prizes  must  be  sent  (post  paid)  to  the 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Dr.  Benj.  B.  Cotting,  Roxbury,  Mass.,  on 

or  before  April  15th,  1859. 

J.  B.  Alley,  Recording  Secretary, 


»♦< 


The  Boston  Medical  and  Siir^al  Journal, 

By  its  weekly  issue,  has  the  vantage  ground  over  all  its  contemporaries, 
by  being  able  to  anticipate  all  of  us  in  the  passing  events  and  news  of 
the  day.  Its  present  editors,  Drs,  Morland  and  Minot,  have  greatly 
improved  its  character  and  enlarged  its  usefulness.  As  the  number 
for  July  8th  places  the*  editors  rectus  in  curia^  with  reference  to 
Homoeopathic  consultations,  &c.,  we  have  marked  their  article  for  re- 
production in  the  September  No.  of  the  Gazette  ;  it  will  serve  to  cor- 
rect an  impression  we  had  received  and  propagated  erroneously,  that 
they  were  wavering  by  reason  of  the  adverse  influences  around  them. 
There  is  no  journal  in  the  country  capable  of  more  usefulness  to  the 
profession  and  the  public,  and  in  the  department  of  Hygeine  the  edi- 
tors have  excelled  us  all. 


■»•< 


PENNSYLVANIA  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

The  vacancy  in  this  school  has  been  ably  filled.  Dr.  McClellan  tak- 
ing the  place  of  Dr.  Richardson  in  anatomy.  The  annoaneement  in 
this  number  affords  us  the  opportunity  to  commend  this  college  to 
the  attention  of  students,  and  to  reaffirm  our  belief,  that  even  in  Phil- 
adelphia it  has  no  superior  except  in  the  single  quality  of  age.  The 
faculty  have  made  their  mark,  maugre  all  competition,  and  their  suc- 
cess is  a  fixed  fact,  witb  such  progressive  and  diligent  teachers,  who 
are  rapidly  rising  into  public  appreciation. 


»♦» 


Tardy  Justice. — A  statue  has  been  at  length  erected  in  Trafalgar 
Square,  London,  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Jenner,  the  discoverer  of  vac- 
cination. To  America  belongs  the  honor  of  contributing  more  funds 
towards  this  statue  than  any  other  country. 


Professor  E.  K.  Peaslee  has  recently  been  elected  Orator  of  the  N. 
T.  Academy  of  Medicine,  and  Presideit  of  the  N.  T.  Pathological 
Society.  He  is  still  Professor  of  Physiology  in  the  N.  T.  Medical 
College. 


VACCINATION  va.  SMALIi  FOX. 

[The  foUowing  from  the  iV.  Y,  Daily  Times  ia  inserted  entire,  be- 
cause it  exhibits  facts  aiid  GgareB  as  tbey  exist  ia  New  York,  higkly 
important  to  the  character  and  interests  of  oar  city.  All  that  is  need- 
ed to  protect  New  York  from  Small  Pox  and  its  mortality  ia,  that 
qualified  vaccinatorB  shonid  be  appointed  and  paid — one  in  each  ward 
— who  fihonld  be  held  responsible  to  vaccinate  everybody  in  the  ward 
who  consents,  and  report  the  names  and  residence  of  everybody  who 
refoses.  The  Dispensary  physicians  are  the  men  for  this  service,  in- 
stead of  the  bogns  "  health  wardens,"  who  onght  to  be  otherwise  em- 
ployed, or  dismisfied.] 

A  Sfiainefv.1  Difference,  and  Why. — ^The  City  Physician  of  Boston 
in  his  last  report  says: 

"  I  have  only  to  report  a  single  death  from  smaV^oz  duHng  the  year, 
and  there  is  good  reason  to  hope  that  for  the  future  the  disease  will 
never  again  prevail  to  any  extent  in  onr  city,  so  long  as  vaccination  is 
attended  to  so  generally  by  the  profession  and  the  people  themselves." 

In  New  York  during  the  same  year  (1857)  the  deaths  from  small- 
pox and  Tarioloid  numbered  438 1  And  all  this  difference  is  doe  to 
the  single  fact  that  in  Boston  they  have  a  sanitary  police,  while  in 
New  York  we  have  none.  We  pay  the  bills  of  a  City  Inspector,  who 
daring  the  winter  zealously  lobbies  at  Albany  against  any  sanitary 
regulations  for  this  city,  and  of  his  22  political  Health  Wardens — but 
the  good  they  do  stands  recorded  in  the  fact  above. 

It  is  a  false  assertion  to  say  that  we  have  this  abundance  of  small- 
pox becanae  our  port  is  the  great  gate  for  foreign  emigration  to  enter 
at — that  our  ships  come  in  rotton  with  this  disease,  and  land  weekly 
cargoes  of  it.  Small-pox  is  effectually  quarantined  at  Staten  Island. 
Daring  the  year  ending  May  25th,  81  cases  of  it  were  sent  to  the  Ma- 
rine Hospital,  and  83  cases  broke  out  there  after  landing  ;  but  the 
deaths  that  followed  are  not  added  to  the  deaths  in  the  city,  and 
every  emigrant  who  came  to  this  port  in  company  of  the  infected  was 
vaccinated  there,  and  detained  long  enough  to  render  it  certain  that 
uo  infection  came  into  town  from  that  quarter.  Not  a  single  death  in 
the  city  during  the  year  has  been  traceable  to  vessels  arriving  hero 
from  abroad.  We  do  not  import  smal!-pox.  If  at  Boston  and  else- 
where "down  East,"  tbey  were  as  carefnl  to  quarantine  infected 
persons  as  our  own  State  Health  Officers  aiv,  the  nnmber  of  deaths 
here  might  l>e  somewhat  decreased;  but  without  a  doubt  the  great 
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majority  of  the  50,000  cases  that  have  occurred  in  the  Metropolis 
during  the  past  eleven  years  caught  the  disease  in  this  city,  and  the 
-  5,000  deaths  of  small-pox  daring  that  time  are  chargeable  to  our  own 
stupid  aod  mnrderous  failure  to  create  atid  maintaia  a  sanitary  police. 
If  our  people  would  consent  to  do  in  this  matter  only  what  a  decent 
regard  for  their  own  protection  demands  of  them — pnt  in  operation 
only  so  thorough  a  system  of  vaccination  as  all  experience  shows  ia 
practicable,  and  at  no  more  cost  than  that  by  which  we  now  support 
a  horde  of  worthless  pretenders  to  sanitary  inspection — we  should  not  , 
bave  as  many  deaths  from  small-pox  during  the  year  ending  IS&S  as 
we  are  compelled  to  record  for  the  past  week. 


QUiniNB  IN  TZPHOID  FEVER. 

We  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  a  cose  of  typhoid  fever  ou  Janu- 
ary Htb,  at  St.  George's  Hospital,  under  Dr.  Fuller'B  care,  which  was 
being  treated  by  quinine.  The  patient  was  a  little  boy,  eight  years 
old,  who  was  admitted  with  well-marked  symptoms,  but  whose  pre- 
vious history  was  imperfect.  He  had  a  very  distinct  mulberry  rash 
over  his  body.  Ten  grains  of  qniaine  were  ordered  the  first  day  every 
two  hours,  aiod  the  change  produced  in  the  general  symptoms  was  posl- 
-  tively  striking:  the  pulse  came  down,  his  skin  was  cool  and  moist,  a 
diarrhoea  ceased,  and  his  tongue  was  moist.  As  this  was  the  case, 
Dr.  Fuller  did  not  desire  to  push  the  large  doses  (he  had  taken  three 
only,)  but  continued  the  medicine  in  two-grain  doses  three  times  a  day, 
with  four  ounces  of  wine,  and  the  little  fellow  is  going  on  well.  This 
is  the  thirtl  case  in  which  this  plan  of  treatment  had  proved  successful 
in  Dr.  Fuller's  hands;  it  has  been  employed  elsewhere  with  great 
benefit. — London  Lancd. 


The  conclusion  of  Dr.  Singleton's  article  on  "Professional  Morality 
and  Religion,"  promised  in  this  number,  is  postponed  nntil  September. 

Dr.  Fay  has  resigned  as  Resident  Physician  at  the  Emigrants'  Hos- 
pital on  Ward's  Island,  and  Dr.  Ford  has  been  chosen  iu  his  stead. 
Professor  Cainochau  it  still  Surgeou-in-cbief  at  the  same  hospital. 


Dr.  Wynne,  of  this  city,  has  been  honored  with  tho  groat  gold 
medal  of  the  British  Government,  for  his  report  on  the  Cholera  a  few 
yewB  tiac«. 
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DEATH'S  DOINGa 

Among  the  records  of  mortality  recently  reported  in  the  Medical 
Jomnals^  we  find  the  names  of  Jonathan  Midler,  the  Beriin  Professor 
of  Anatomy  and  Physiology;  William  Gregory,  the  Edinborgh  Pro- 
fessor of  Chemistry;  Robert  Harrison,  of  Trinity  College,  Dablin,  and 
Professor  Mauthntr,  of  Vienna,  all  of  them  distinguished  and  learned 
men. 
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Ihe  Annual  Course  of  liectures  will  commence  on  Tuesday,  October  20th,  1858,  and  cloge  in 
the  flr^t  week  in  March,  1859.  The  preliminary  course  will  continue  from  September  20th,  till 
the  regular  course  begins. 
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Faoolty  and  Emeritoa  ProfeBsor  of  Theory  and 
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Place. 
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oiples  and  Operations  of  Surgery,  with  Surgical 
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Medical  Department.— SeMldn  of  1858-0* 

FA  CULTY. 


David  Gilbert,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics 
and  Di.«eases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Alfred  Stille,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

JoHS  Neill,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Principals  and 
Practice  of  Surgery. 

John  J.  Reksb,  Professor  Medical  Chemistry. 


John  B.  Biddle,  M.D.,  Professor  Therapeutics 
and  Materia  Medica. 

Frances  6.  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  Institutes 
of  Medicine. 

J.  H.  B.  McCLELLANfM.O.,  Professor  Special 
and  Surcrical  Anatomy. 

J.  Frank  Bell,  M.D.,  Demonst'r  of  Anatomy. 


The  Session  of  1858-9  will  commence  on  Monday,  11th  of  October,  and  continue,  without  in- 
termission, until  the  1st  of  March.  The  examination  of  candidates  for  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  will  be  held  at  the  close  of  the  Session.  The  Commencement  for  conferring  Degrees 
will  take  place  early  in  March,  causing  as  little  detention  of  the  Graduating  Class,  after  the  dose 
of  the  I^ectures,  as  possible. 

There  will  also  be  an  examination  of  candidates  for  graduation,  on  the  first  of  July;  the  De- 
gree, in  such,  cases,  being  conferred  at  the  ensuing  Commencement  in  March.  » 

The  Rooms  for  Practical  Anatomy  will  be  open  early  in  September. 

Clinical  instruction  at  the  Collrgb  Hospital,  adjoining  the  College  will  be  given  on  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  throughout  the  Session. 

The  Register  of  Matriculants  will  be  open  in  the  College  Building,  early  in  September.  The 
Janitor  will  always  be  present  at  the  College,  to  give  every  necessary  assistance  and  information 
(as  regards  board,  &c.),  to  students,  on  their  arrival  in  the  city. 

FEIES. — Matriculation  (paid  once  only) $  5  00 

For  each  Professor's  ticket 15  00 

Graduation 30  00 

FRANCIS  G.  SMITH,  M.D.,  Registrar, 

July,  1858.  No.  1504  Walnut,  above  15th  Street. 

.    NEW  ORLEANS  SCHOOL  OF  MEDICINE, 

Situated  on  Common  Street,  opposite  Charity  Hospital 

The  Regular  Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  commence  on  MONDAY,  the  15th  of 
NOVEMBER,  1858,  and  continue  twenty  weeks. 

FA  C  U  L  TT: 


Erasmus  D.  Fenner,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

AxmoNY  A.  Pkniston,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Physi- 
ology. 

AcsnN  Fllnt,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Clin.  Med.  and  Aus- 
cultation and  Percussion. 

TuoJL&a  Peniston,  M.D,  Emeritus  Prof.  Clin. 
Med.  and  Aus.  and  Percussion. 

Samuel  Choppin,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 


ISAAO  L.  Crawgour,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Chemis- 
try and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Howard  SMrrH,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Med- 
ica and  Therapeutics. 

John  M.  W.  Picton,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Diseases 
of  Women  and  Children. 

D.  Warren  Brickell,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics. 

CoRNXUUS  C.  Beard,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

J.  F.  Grall,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of*  Anatomy. 


The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  on  the  15th  of  October.  Clinical  instruction  will  be  given 
daily  in  the  wards  of  the  Charity  Hospital,  and  three  times  a  week  at  the  College  Dispensary, 
where  the  patients  number  about  one  hundred  a  week. 

The  College  is  located  within  thirty  steps  of  the  Charity  Hospital,  an  advantage  not  possessed 
by  any  other  in  this  country. 

The  Faculty  of  this  Institution  are  amongst  the  duly  elected  Visiting  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
of  the  Charity  Ho^^pital.  and,  according  to  a  late  Act  of  the  State  Legislature, ''  shall  at  all  times 
have  free  access  to  the  Hospital,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  to  their  Pupils  pi:actical  illustration 
of  the  subjects  they  teach." 

The  Board  of  Administrators  elect  annually,  in  April,  twelve  Resident  Students,  who  are  fur- 
nished board  and  lodging  in  the  Hospital;  and  the  Students  of  this  School  are  equally  eligible  to 
this  place  with  any  others. 

The  great  aim  of  this  Institution  is,  not  only  to  thoroughly  indoctrinate  the  Student  of  Medi- 
cine in  the  fundamental  principles  of  Medicine  by  abstract  Lectures,  but,  by  drilling  him  daily 
at  the  bedside  of  the  sick  man,  to  send  him  forth  at  once  quali6ed  to  recognize  and  to  treat  dis- 
ease. For  this  great  purpose,  the  Charity  Hospital,  situated  at  our  very  door,  affords  opportu- 
nities  unequalled  in  this  country.  The  distinguished  ability  of  Prof.  A.  Flint,  both  as  a  lecturer 
and  writer  on  Clinical  Medicine,  will  here  find  an  admirable  field  for  display. 

Dissecting  material  is  abundant  in  New  Orleans,  and  Practical  Anatomy  will  be  thoroughly 
taught.  Besides  spacious,  well- ventilated  and  well-lighted  Dissecting  Rooms  for  the  use  of  Stu- 
dents, a  large  and  well-arranged  Private  Dissecting  Room  is  fitted  up  for  the  especial  use  of  prac- 
titioners who  matriculate  in  this  Institution. 

The  Professors  will  take  pleasure  in  aiding  the  Students  to  procure  cheap  and  comfortahle 
board  and  lodging. 

Amount  of  fees  for  the  full  Course  of  Lectures,  $108;  Matriculation  fee,  (paid  but  once,)  $6; 
Dissecting  fee,  $10;  Graduating  fee,  $25. 

For  any  further  information,  address, 

E.  D.  FENNER,  M.D.,  Dean  of  tlie  FacultTf 

Nkv  Orleans,  June,  1858.  No.  6  Oarondelet  8trett. 
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ATLANTA  MEDICAL  COLLEOE. 

The  Fourth  Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institu-tion  will  commence  on  the  first  MONDAY  in  MAY 
next,  and  continue  four  months. 

FA  C  U  LTY: 


H.  W.  Browx,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

John  W.  Joxes.  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Principles  and 

Practice  of  Medicine. 
W.  F.  Westmokei^nd,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Principles 

and  Practice  of  Surgery. 
Thos.  S.  Powell.  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and 

Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 


ALEX&in)ER  Mbans,  M.D.  ,  Prof,  of  Chemistrj  and 

Pharmacy. 
Joseph  P.  Logax,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Physiology  and 

General  Pathology. 
J.  G.  Westmoreland,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Materia 

Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
T.  C.  H.  Wilson,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anat. 


FEES.—'FoT  the  Course  of  Lectures,  $105;  Matriculation,  (once  only,)  $5.00;  Dissecting  Ticket, 
(taken  once,)  $10.00;  Graduation,  $25.00. 

The  increased  facilities  in  the  Departments  of  Anatomy,  Surgery  and  Chemistry,  afforded  by 
ample  a'nd  well-adapted  rooms  in  the  new  College  Building,  make  these  branches  of  study  much 
more  entertaining  than  heretofore. 

The  Dissecting  Room,  situated  in  the  upper  story  of  the  building,  and  furnished  with  sky-light, 
will  be  opened  and  supplied  with  sound  and  inoffensive  subjects  by  the  16th  of  April. 

Good  board  can  be  had  in  the  city  at  $3.00  to  $4.00  per  week. 

For  further  information,  address 

J.  G.  WESTMORELAND,  Dean. 

Atlanta, Geo.,  Fd).  8, 1858. 

Contributions  to  Operatire  Surgery  &  Surgical  Patiiology, 

Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  New  York  Medical  College,  Surgeon-in-chief  to  the  State  Hospital,  &c. 


'  This  work  will  be  published  ia  a  series  of  Numbers,  to  be  ippued  quarterly. 
Each  Number,  of  quark)  size,  will  contain  from  Forty  to  Sixty  Fuges  of  Letter- 
press, printed  on  the  best  paper,  with  Illustrations  of  the  Oases  drawn  from 
nature;  will  be  complete  in  the  topics  it  embraces;  and  will  be  published  in  the 
following  order: 

JNTo.   X. 
Case  of  Amputation  of  the  Entire  Lower  Jaw.    Remarks  on  Amputation  of 
the  Lower  Jaw.    Elephantiasis  Arabum  successfully  treated  by  Ligature  of  the 
Femoral  Artery,  with  cases. 


Case  of  Exsection  of  the  Entire  Ulna.  Remarks  on  Neuralgia,  with  Three 
Cases  successfully  treated  by  Exsection  of  the  Second  Branch  of  the  Fifth  Pair 
of  Nerves,  beyond  the  Ganglion  of  Meckel. 

JNTo.    8. 

Case  of  Restoration  of  the  Entire  Upper  Lip.  Remarks  on  the  Pathology  of 
Congenital  Dislocations  of  the  Hip  Joint,  with  Illustrations. 

Case  of  Exsection  of  the  Entire  Radius.  Case  of  Exsection  of  the  Three 
Lower  Fourths  of  the  same  Bone.    Remarks  on  Osteo-aneurism,  with  a  Case. 

Case  of  Aluputation  at  the  Shoulder  Joint  for  the  Removal  of  a  large  Osteo- 
fibro-Cancerous  Tumor  of  the  Humerus,  with  Remarks  on  Amputation  at  this 
Joint.    Case  of  Penetrating  Gun-shot  Wound  of  the  Heart. 

IKTo.    6. 

Case  of  Double  Congenital  Dislocation  of  the  Hip  Joint.  Remarks  on  Double 
Capital  Operations,  with  Cases.  Remarks  on  the  Comparative  Merits  of  the  Par- 
tial Amputations  of  the  Foot.    Remarks  on  Amputation  through  the  Ankle  Joint. 

XO-o.    "7- 

Successful  removal  of  a  large  Fibro-cartilaginous  Tumor,  growing  from  the 
Sixth  and  Seventh  Ribs,  over  the  Region  of  the  Heart.  Remarks  on  the  Treat- 
ment of  Varicose  Veins  of  the  Lower  Eztremitiefl,  with  Cases.    Bemarki  6a*tibe 
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BemnrkB  an  the  Operation  of  Doable  Complicated  Hare  Dp,  with  Cases. 
marka  oa  tbe  Eiiologj  of  CongeoiiBj  DialocatioDs  of  the  Hip  Joint.  "" 
on  tbe  Kemaval  ot  the  Fint  Dressiogs  after  Capital  Amputations. 

XO'O.    8. 

Case  of  Eaeysted  Sangnineoua  Tumor  of  Ibe  Nectsuccessfnllyremoved.  with 
BemarkB  od  ^nch  FormatioQB.  liemarks  on  tbe  Purulent  Ophtbalmia  of  large 
aod  crowded  iDstitntions.  Case  of  Ve^ co-vaginal  Fistula  and  Stricture  of  tha 
Vagina,  witli  Fornialiaa  of  Two  Large  Urinary  Calcali  in  the  Va^aa;  behind 
tbe  Stricture — Spontaneous  Cure  of  the  Fistula. 
Xffo.    lO. 

Two  Cases  of  Amputation  at  the  Hip  Joint.  RemaricB  on  the  Anatomy  of 
Femoral  Hernia.  Case  ot  Epilepsy  treated  by  Tracheotomy,  and  wearing  of  a 
Tracheal  Tube,  with  Remarks.  Remarks  on  the  Restoralion  of  the  Entire 
Lower  Lip,  with  CaEee.  Cases  of  Amaurosis  treated  witb  the  Pomade  de  God* 
dret  OD  the  Sinciput. 

These  Numbera  are  in  eonrae  of  preparation,  and  will  form  one  Complete 
Volume,  tbe  First  of  a  Series.    The  First  Number  will  appear  in  March,  1858. 

Tebus  of  StuaciiiniON. — Each  Namlier,  75  ceolB.  to  be  paid  for  ondeliTery. 

LIHDSA?  &  BLAKISTOIT, 


LIVEE   OIL    JELLY, 

APPROVED  BY  THE  NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICIHE. 


COD 


vajTr-Mur/f  sa  i 


r  CEJTT.  PCKE  .voaw^i-  oiw.. 


The  marked  repugnance  which  many  invalidE  feel  for  erery  kind  of  oil,  and 
espeoittlly  for  Cod  Liver  Oil,  prerents  many  patients  from  using  it,  even  in 
cases  where  the  physician  prescribes  it  as  the  only  remedy  for  tbe  disease:  or 
it  the  iuTslid,  after  many  efforts,  succeeds  in  luking  it.  tbe  disgust  and  repug- 
uanee  neutralise,  to  a  certain  e.xtent,  tbe  good  effect  of  tbe  remedy.  Often 
diarrhtea  or  Tomitings  injure  tbe  slate  of  tbe  patient,  and  tbe  remedy  is  an 
injury  instead  of  a  beuellt.  These  unpleaeaat  effects  are  entirely  obviated  by 
tbe  use  of  my  Cod  Lirer  Oil  Jelly.  Tbe  invalid,  if  he  follows  my  direction, 
can  take  it  without  perceiving  tbe  least  taste  of  tbe  Oil.  I  also  particularly 
and  respectfully  calf  the  attention  of  physicians  to  the  modut  operandi  of  this 
Jelly  in  the  stomach.  Instead  of  this  feeling  of  nausea,  more  or  lefs  painful, 
which  no  patient  eecapes,  this  Jelly,  taken  almost  without  ta^te,  is  gradually 
dissolved  in  the  stomach.  The  C>il,  by  its  combinatiou  with  tbe  sugar,  fanos  a 
beneficial  emulsion,  and  being  carried  in  this  manner  in  an  infinitesimal  mole- 
cular division,  every  particle  acts,  aud  no  Ions  of  tbe  remedy  can  bappeo. 
Invented  and  prepared  solely  by 

E.  qUEKU,  FractiCRl  Cbeiuist, 
ITo.  13S  Fonrth  Avenue,  If,  T, 

FEJVFOLD,  CL&  T  Se  CO.,  Agents,  No.  4  Flelclier  Street,  New  York. 
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TO    THE    niEDICAIi    PROFESSIOIV. 

''  Ferruginous  Preparations." 


Would  call  the  attention  of  Physicians  and  Druggists  to  their  large  assortment 
of  Ferruginous  Preparations,  protected  by  a  covering  of  sugar,  so  as  to  warrant 
their  keeping  for  any  length  of  time.  These  Sugar  Coated  Pills  or  Drag^es,  pre- 
pared by  Messrs.  Garnier,  Lamouroux  &  Cie.,  of  Paris,  are  warranted  to  contain 
the  exact  proportions,  and  prepared  from  the  very  purest  articles;  the  follow- 
ing are  a  few  of  those  we  can  furnish  in  any  quantites  at  the  lowest  wholesale 
price,  viz:  Iodide  Lactate,  Hydrogen  reduced^  Manganese  and  Iron,  Valletta 
Citrate  and  Tartrate  of  Iron,  also  Quinine  Pills,  1  gr.  each;  all  the  combina- 
tions of  fCxtract  of  Copaiba,  Cubebs  and  Iron,  Assafcetida  Pills;  all  the  alka- 
loids in  granules  of  one  fiftieth  (1-50)  of  a  grain,  Opium  Pills,  1  gr.  each;  and 
other  U.  S.  Pharm.  Pills. 

PHYSICIANS'  PRESCRIPTIONS 

will  be  put  up  with  the  above  Drag^es  or  Sugar  Coated  Pills  only  when  pre- 
scribed; thus  for  abreviation  S.  C.  at  the  end  of  the  pill  prescribed,  or  the  fhll 
word  Drag^es  of  Iodide  Iron,  &c.,  Ac,  4Skc.  We  have  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Faculty  correct  lists,  with  proportion  of  active  ingredients  in  each  Dragee  or 
Pill.  By  Addressing, 

DELLVC  &  €0f,  Dispeosiiig  Apothecaries^ 

635  BILOADWA'S',  and 

250  Fourth  Avenne. 

P.  S.    Messrs.  H.  C.  Blaib  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  will  take  pleasure  in  show- 
ing the  specimens  to  the  physicians  of  that  city. 


TO    THE    MEDICAL    PROFESSION. 


The  undersigned  respectfully  informs  his  Medical  brethren  that  hs  has  retaken  th«  Store 

ZTo.  809  BaOADWAV, 

Formerly  occupied  by  George  D.  Coggeshall,  and  thai  he  will  there  carry  on  the  busineM  of  aa 

Apothecary,  in  connection  with  his  old  establishment, 

No.  6  BOWERY, 

Hoping  that,  with  competent  assistants  and  strict  attention,  he  will  merit  and  receire  a  continU' 
ance  of  the  favors  he  has  hitherto  enjoyed. 

The  profession  may  place  implicit  confidence  in  erery  article  being  of  the  best  quality,  Mid 
accurately  dispensed. 

All  new  preparationx  made  or  procured  at  short  notice. 

The  undersigned  will  also  endeavor  to  keep  a  supply  of  fresh  Vaccine  ViroB  for  the  benefit 
of  the  profession,  on  the  usual  conditions. 

Wf^M.  J.  OLLMJPJPE9 

6  BOWEBT,  near  Chatham  Square,  and 
February,  1858.  809  BBOADWAT,  near  Uth  St,  N.  T. 


OFFICES    OF 

I  Palmer's  Patent  Leg  and  Mechaiical  Surgery, 

No.  378  Broailnay,  N.  Y.. 
370  Cbesnut  St.,  Phlla.,  &  Id  Green  St.,  Boston. 

A    CARD. 

AT  the  urgent  reqneat  of  the  princip^  aorgcons.  iifaysietana,  and  our 
nnmemus  patrons  to  BobIoq,  and  Tsrions  Jiarlanf  the  conntiy.  we  ban 

relBetanl!)' been  induced  tu  ralinquish  Ihemanniacforoof  Arijfltlnl  Legs  at  Snringflelfl, 
MU8.,  and  to  open  un  office  and  msAoriKitory  at  19  Green  Street,  Bueton.  Mttss.  Ws 
bave  now  three  inatitnlionB,  to  frit:— at  Nev  Youic,  Bobtoh,  and  PaiLAUBLmu. »- 
cluMveiy  datoLed  tu  (bia  1>iuieh  at  SarftiuUiu'tj  Tfheiaire  tan  bvor  City.  Hoiplial, 
and  Country  I'atiente,  oF  every  cIusb  sod  conditioo,  to  the  fnllesl  extent,  and  wtUi  the 
moat  pleneinBSumcH,  with  aniSdallimba  CbuC  are  iierTeotly  Batumi  la  titeir  appeal 
aace,  easy  and  emiDeatly  eeriiceitble  in  ttieir  opeiation^-,  Ibnt  d-'eeulae  nioiit  perlecttj 
tbe  Dfttnral  loaa,  and  or;  truly  ecanomicat.  Mr.  Palmer's  ArlifldaT  Leg  a  witboot  an 
ttopoitaut  rival,  eilber  in  Europe  or  Amerioa,  gnd  is  worn  by  nearly  llirea  tbouaund 

Eeraona  with  astoniriiiBg  aacceaa.  opwacd  of  tire  hundred  or  vrbom  are  ladies;  aud  th 
one  Curly  iadividualt  inch  walking  upon  tao  Arlificiai  Lsgi. 
In  the  prDBeCDtion  af  our  eaterprise  wo  have  awoclaled  with  ub  an  cxrKriencedpby- 
■Iciaa  and  surgeon.,  who  conBld^re  well  and  dlsctcetly  tho  auatumii'al  festnrea,  tlie 
phyatologicnl  and  pa'holagital  oondition  of  tlie  mullluted  member  ao  altcutivelsi.  that 
boui  Burgeons  and  their  patleata  may  repose  the  Dtmoiit  <:onadence  in  our  a\a\\J^  aud 
care  to  treat  anecGsBfully  and  satisfactorily  the  worst  forma  and  condltioai  of  matilated 

We  bavB  thuB  far  been  able  to  keep  pace  with  every  iraproTement  and  hnnjaoltaiy 
eObitof  the  openting  surgeon  to  sure  every  portion  of  limb  that  ia  possible,  in  con- 
■tj'nctiiiK  tbe  iudsI  useful  aud  beautiful  appliauce  Tor  tie  parta  made  by  ChopiLrt's  oper- 
ation at  tho  Foot;  by  8ymea'  opention  at  the  Ankle  and  Knee  Juidis;  and  for  ereiy 
portlonof  limb,  of  tie  Leg,  or  Thigh. 

lathitreapecL&a  well  u  in  tha  peculiar  aud  beautiful  mecbanidm  of  this  limb,  our 
mutilated  patients  are  moat  signally  favored  in  tlie  en.icjment  of  tbe  eupeiior  bt 
_..._i  __, __■  — .  _j.  _.i   apd  (tiifcii  '     -  —  '  -'     -     ■   -  '-■   '  ' 
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practice  of  this  broach  of  Sundry.    Cotl!  recentiv,  and  in  eonnectinn  with  this  inven- 
....    ..  _     ......^     r.. .._,..  1  ft  most  painful  ajid  humiliating  niulllatioD,  haa 

tirelyte  "  '  '" '°  °  °    *^ 


le  paUent,  alter 

immitted  to  the ,. 

,  arant  of  the  anatomy  aod  pathology  of  tbe  amputated  llmt>— as  also  of  the 
demands  of  nature,  and  alike  reaardless  of  the  woimded  apirlt  of  hia  patron,  has  pro- 
oeeded  to  odd  mlstortune  to  misfortune,  and  heap  humiliation  upon  bumillation  I 

Theacieoce  and  art  which  have  dlBUnguiahed  our  operations,  and  given  them  a  tri- 
umpbant  and  tappy  suoccas,  we  are  pleased  to  know,  bave  been  generously  anpreciated 
and  accredited  by  the  most  prominent  Eurgenna  in  this  connl^  and  in  Europe,  onr 
nnmerona  patronx.  and  the  in'elligeQt  community  in  general.  In  EaicnasN's  new  and 
popBlsr  work  on  Oneraiive  Surgery  (London),  tbia  limb  bas  been  honorably  noticed  aa 
follows,  to  wit : — "  The  most  perfect  of  all  the  Artificial  Legs  WB  now  poasesa,  ia  the 
one  Invented  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer.  This  invention  received  the  FBiie  Mbdal  at  the 
WoBtn's  BiaiBnioN  of  ISjI.  Itinerita  tbe  entire  confldence  of  the  Buree'in."  In 
yuLFBilil'a  distinguished  work  on  Surgery.  wiUi  notes  and  observations  by  valentine 
Uorr,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Sargery,  and  additlomi  tiy  Geoiige  0.  Blackhan,  M.D.,  Prof,  of 
Borgery,  isthefollowiuBBXttout,  to  nit:— "The  Artificial  Leg  of  Mr.  B.F.  Palmer  bu 
won  the  admiration  of  the  most  prominent  surgeona  in  Great  Briton.  France,  and  this 
Montry.  This  certainly  la  one  of  the  greateat  ti^amphs  of  American  Ingenuily." 
Theae  limbs  arfl  very  durable,  yet  light,  tbe  average  weight  beiag  ftnr  ponnda.  Tbey 
—'  --'-■--- ' ' ■ Tlie  leg  is  linely 


_  J  applied  lo  the  teDdere^t  and  shortest  at  _      . 

Tenlilated.    In  this  country,  it  bos  been  exhibiled  thirt; 
stance  revived  tho  award  eftht  highiMl  or  Jirti  prtmiiiiii 

walk  immediately  upon  ila  appliealtoa,  with i..i.i_ 

Bamphleta.  containing  valnnbla  li  ' " 

will  be  sent  gratis  to  all  who  apply ' 


Tbe  patient  la  enabled  .. 
I,  comfort,  and  natbniriesa. 
'  auOiarixtd  sefexkhoeb, 


4 

lurajriesa.  g 


Bulge's  Apparatus  for  Fractured  Thigh 

I  reHpectrally  Biibmilti!d  to  the  exnminatinn  and  cFiticism  or  tLp  praFesBi'ia.  It  la  a 
late  inrealiDn,  irbicb  ha<i  eUcHeil  verj  laTorable  commeDt,  ua  ftii  oa  it  is  kaowu.  It 
bu  been  IborDHghly  lealf  d  in  actual  practice,  and  has  pcodaced  tbe  mOBt  Gmtifying 
FMnlts.  It  is  remarkably  simple  in  its  cuDBtnictioa,  easily  itpplied,  comfurtuhle  to  the 
patient,  adapted  to  fractore  of  cither  limb  tnd  to  patients  of  any  size.  It  is  free  from 
all  the  otgcctiona  to  which  (be  ardinar;  etmight  splint  is  liable,  and  posseaaes  other 
new  fEatarts  of  great  practical  Dlilitf.  By  il  the  couDtei^extending  presaura  is  con- 
Dned  la  the  nales  and  tuberosities  of  the  iscbla,  and  does  not  at  all  impinge  npon  tfae 
tjoTA  of  the  iirctin.  by  nhich  meaoH  one  of  the  most  frequent  Eourcen  of  aunoyatice  and 
danger  is  obriated.  Ko  part  of  the  bod;  is  condned  except  the  injured  limb  and  llint 
to  which  it  is  Immedialely  articulated,  viz.,  the  pelvia;  thiia  the  cheat  ia  left  eDtirely 
DDrestrained,  and  mnch  freedom  of  motloa  granted  to  tbe  wbole  upgier  part  of  Ihe 
body,  Thich  lends  greatly  to  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  patient. 

The  pelvis  la  so  secured  as  Dot  to  be  liable  to  lateral  motion  or  to  sink  in  the  bed. 

PrOTiaioD  is  also  made  for  facility  of  defecaUon,  thna  ensuring  the  greatest  possible 
cleanllneBS,  and  preventing  Che  necessitr  of  disturbing  the  patient  when  Lis  bowels  ore 

xa~  Members  of  the  profession  may  obtain  this  apparatus  complete  in  all  Its  parts, 
and  nicely  packed^  by  Bending  thikty-kive  dollars  by  mail  or  express  to  the  ad^ 

J.  B.  BOBAB.T  BUKCUI,  BI.S., 

138  UulBcia  StFMl,  BraDlcIyn,  M,  Y., 

or  Wn.LIAM  J.  BCRGE,  TounfOB,  Mms. 

For  further  particulars  see  Transactions  American  Medical  Association,  Vol.  X,  and 
New  York  Journal  of  Medicine,  May,  1B57,  or  address  as  above. 

NO  T  I  C  E. 

The  sabeoriber  having  renioTed  (Vom  399  Broadway,  corner  of  Walker  Street, 
ftll  orden.  in  future,  for  bU  Preparatlona,  are  to  be  addrcesed  to 

THOMAS  T.  GREEN, 


869  Broftdway,  oomer  of  14tb  8tr«et, 
C^^Os  PLACE  boteu 
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PHARMACEUTIC    PILLS   AND    GRANULES. 

(SUQAR     COATED.) 

These  preparations  are  denigoed  to  meet  the  wantti  of  the  trade  and  profession  in  supplying 
articles  of  daily  use  accuratdy  prepared  from  jmre  maleriah.  Such  as  are  prepared  according  to 
the  U.  S.  Fharmacopia  are  marked  ''U.S.P.;"  m  other  cases,  the  exact  proportion  of  active  prin- 
ciple is  stated.    The  general  divisions  have  been  adapted  to  the  standard  rules  of  prescription. 


One-fifth  nfa  Grain. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
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Arsenons  &cii-^One-fiftieth  of  a  Grain. 

Atropine,  do 

Digitaline,  do 

Morphine,  do 

Strychnine,  do 

Ck>deine— 

Conicine, 

Extract  of  ipecac, 

Extract  of  opium, 

Kennes, 

Proto-iodide  of  mercury, 

Opium, 

Tartar  emetic, 

Veratrin, 

Ext.  Aconite — One  fourth  of  a  Grain. 

*<    Belladonna,  do 

•'    Conium,  do 

**  Veratrum  viride,         do 

Irisin—  One-half  of  a  Grain. 

Phytolaccin,  do 

Podophyllin,  do 

Sanguinaria,  do 

Santonin,  do 

Ext.  Aconite,  do 

Belladonna,  do 

Cannabis  indica,  do 

Ck>lchicum,  do 

Conium,  do 

DigitaUs,  do 

HyoscyamuR,  do 

Ignatia  amara,  do 

^nguinaria,  do 

Stramonium,  do 

Veratrum  viride,  do 

Apocynin—  One  Grain. 
Asclepin,  do 

Oinicifugin,  do 

Geranin,  do 

Hydrastin  (neutral^,  do 

Hydrastine  (alkaloid),  do 

Irisinj  do 

Jala  pin,  do 

Lactate  of  irdn,  do 

Leptandrin,  do 

Populin,  do 

Proto-iodide  of  iron,  do 

Sanguinarin,  do 

Quevenne's  iron,  (reduced 

by  hydrogen),  do 

Salacin,  do 

Scutelarin,  do 

Stillingin,  do 

Sulphate  of  quinine,  do 

Valerianate  of  quinine,         do 
Xanlhoxylin,  do 

Ext.  Aconite,  do 

Apocynum  Cannab,       do 

Conium,  do 

Cannabis  Indica,  do 

Hyoscyamus,  do 

Hellebore,  (Blade)        do 

Iris,  (Blue fag)  do 

Jalap,  do 

Phytolacca,  do 

Quassia,  do 

Savin,  do 

Sanguinaria,  do 

Stramonium,  do 

Galeined  Magn«8i»—         Two  Graim, 
Oalomel  do 


4t 


4( 


U 
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4l  CO.,  98  Jobn  Street,  XT.  Tt. 

Citrate  of  iron,  Two  Grains. 

Corn  me,  do 

Iodide  of  potassium,  do 
Magnesia  and  rhubarb, 

(one  grain  each),  do 
Opium  and  acetate  of 

lead  (one  grain  each) ,  do 

Sinecin,  do 

Sub-nitrate  of  bismuth,  do 
Tartrate  of  potassa  and 

iron,  .  do 

Washed  sulphur,  do 

Willow  charcoal,  do 

Ext.  Apocynum,  do 

'■'■    Anthemis,  do 

Asclepias  Incar,  do 

Blackberry,  do 

Corous  Florida,  do 

Ciroicifuga,  do    • 

Col  urn  bo,  do 

Cypripedium,  do 

Cubebs,  do 

Dulcamara,  do 

Eupatorlum,  do 

Gentian,  do 

Geranium,  do 

Iris,  (Blue flag)  do 

Jalap,  do 
Leontice,  (Blue  Cohosh)     do 

Lettuce,  do 

Logwood,  do 
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Poppy,  do 

Quercua,  (TTAiteOofc)  do 

Rhubarb,  do 

Ehubarb  and  Senna,  do 

Rue,  ^do 

Spirea,  (Hardhadc)  do 

Senna  Alex,  do 

Uva  Ursi,  do 

Valerian,  (English)  do 

Blue  pill — Tuxhand-one-half  and  five  Grains. 

Compound  cathartic  (U.S.P.) —    Ihree  GnUns 

Compound  calomel  (Plummer's),  do 

Compound  iron,  (U.S.P.)  do 
Carbonate  of  Iron,  (Vallett's  formula)  do 

IHnner  pill  (Lady  Webster's)  do 

Ext.  Princess  Pine,  do 

Colocynth  Compound,  do 
Colocynth  compound  and 

Hyoscyamus,  do 

Sarsaparilla  American,  do 

•*                 *'            Comp.  do 

'*          Rio  Negro,  do 

"                 "           Comp.  do 

"    Taraxacum,  do 

Aloes,  myrrh  and  iron  (U.S.P.) — Fbur  Grains 

Aloes  and  myrrh  (IT.S.P.)  do 

Aloetic  (U.S.P.)  do 

Assafoetida  (U.S.P.)  do 

Aloes  and  assafoetida  (U.S.P.),  do 

Aloes  and  iron  (U.S.P.)  do 

Rhubarb  compound,  do 
Gopabia,  pure,  solidified, 

and  Extract  of  Cubebs, 


(t 


(I 


Extnuit  of  cubebs, 


Citrate  of  iron. 


it 


and  alum, 

and  rhatany  and  iron. 
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Dr.  Lee's  Reclamatioii  for  Dr.  Paine. 

Xeesk:  I  observe  in  the  July  number  of  tlie  "  Na^kailU 
I  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery"  an  article  by  the  Editor,  purport- 
ing to  be  a  reply  to  my  defense  of  Dr.  Paiiie's  claim  of  being  tbe  lirst 
to  point  out  the  nerrona  mechanism  upon  which  the  excito-secrotory 
function  depends,  and  the  first  nniJ  only  one  who  has  npplied  it  to  pa- 
thology and  therapeutics.  That  defense  to  wliich  the  NasAvUU  Jour- 
nal objects  was  obligingly  pnblished  by  yonrsolf  in  tbe  June  No.  of 
the  AMEHtCAN  Medical  Gazette.  But,  besides  that  brief  article,  the 
"  Neto  York  Journal  of  Mediant'  for  July  has  a  ranch  more  extended 
one  npon  the  same  subject,  by  t!ie  same  writer.  Tiiese  articles  in  de- 
fence of  Professor  Paine's  claims  have  been  written  by  myself  as  a 
matter  of  simple  jnstice  dne  to  him  from  the  medical  profession,  and 
because  of  my  long  familiBrity  with  his  writings.  They  have  also 
made  their  appearance  in  different  journals,  partly  on  account  of  my 
(tisincli nation  to  occnpy  an  imreasonahle  spaee  in  any  one  of  them, 
and  in  part  because  of  the  impossibility  of  condensing  the  necessary 
extracts  and  other  proof  into  one  or  even  two  articles  that  would  come 
within  tbe  limits  of  a  medical  periodical. 

The  foregoing  articles,  therefore,  must  be  taken  in  connection  by  any 

one  wlio  would  embark  upon  the  ulopian  enterprise  of  disproving  the 

claim  to  a  principle  which  lies  at  the  foondation  of  all  I>r,  Paine'a 

■  writings.    But  what  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  the  Editor  of  the  Ifaih- 

't  Jeurnal  toaohea  no  part  of  tbe  proof  embraced  in  tbe  article  which 


he  professes  to  attack,  but  merely  reiterateB  the  piratical  premisea 
which  it  was  our  object  to  refote,  and  calls  apon  Dr.  Paine  to  say  why 
he  had  not  earlier  driven  the  iiivadora  from  his  own  dominions.  This  ■ 
is  the  eiitire  sum  of  our  critic's  effort,  and  certainly  also  of  his  ability, 
upon  the  question  before  ua;  though  I  might  be  unjust  to  him  and 
myself  did  I  not  annex  bis  concluding  paragraph,  which  is  generally 
intended  as  the  most  forcible  and  conclusive  part  of  an  argumentalJTe 
discussion;  and,  for  our  mutual  be nedi.,  therefore,  I  shall  quote  the 
peroration. 

"  If  we  were  a  bird,"  says  our  critic,  "  we  had  rather  from  our  own 
matrix!  produce  an  egg,  than  to  sit  on  all  the  eggs  thai  had  been  laid 
by  all  the  birds  since  the  time  when  they  went  forth  ia  pairs  from 


Noah's 


.rid" 


We  have  only  one  comment  to  make  upon  this  elegant  metaphor, 
desiring  only  to  say  of  it,  that  it  has  the  misfortune  of  overlooking  the 
fact  that  Dr.  Paine'e  writings  were  before  the  public  many  years  be- 
fore Dr.  Campbell's  egg  was  laid;  from  which  it  follows,  by  our  critic's 
own  showing,  that  the  egg  of  the  latter  was  stolen  from  the  prolific  i 
neat  of  the  former.     "  It  is  a  bird  of  ill  omen,"  &c. 

We  do  not,  however,  regret,  except  on  account  of  our  critic's  fair   ' 
reputation,  that  he  has  afforded  us  an  opporlunity  of  extending  our 
proof  in  behalf  of  Dr,  Paine's  priority  in  all  this  absurdly  controvert- 
ed matter  relative  to  the  organic  influences  of  the  nervous  system. 
We   say    absurdly,  for  we  reiterate  the  fact,  as  expressed   by  Dr,    i 
Faine  in  his  "  Rights  of  Authors,"  that  "  all  that  has  been  granted    ' 
by  Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Campbell,  and  therefore  all  ihat  Dr.  Allen  appro- 
priates to  himself,  abounds  in  the  "  Institutes,"  and,  in  fact,  constitutes 
the  life  and  soul  ^^omj  Kot  ^vxf))  of  ihe  work,  as  it  does  also  of  the 
'■Commeniarici"  and  of  the  essay  "  on  liie  Modus  Operandi  of  Remeditt." 

The  whole  philosophy  of  the  "IniUluies,"  published  in  1847,  and  of  | 
tlie  essny  on  the  "Modus  Operandi  oj  Jtemedira,"  (1842.)  as  it  re- 
spects pathology  and  therapeutics,  the  only  objects  of  any  practical  ' 
value,  turns  essentially  upon  the  influence  of  the  nervous  system  upon 
the  secretions  and  excretions,  the  former  of  which  embraces  the  entire 
procesfies  of  nutrition  as  well  as  the  glandular  and  other  fluid  products. 

But  Dr.  Paine  regards  the  exeito-stcreloTy  function  of  the  nervous  I 
system  as  a  very  minor  part  of  the  iuflueuces  of  that  system,  the  most  1 
important  of  wliich  is  its  variously  alterative  effects  upon  the  organio  ] 
functions;  or,  in  hia  own  language,  "  iu  all  the  cases  the  nervous  power  ] 
is  rendered  ttimulant,  or  depretsant,  or  alleralivt  to  the  organic  prop-  I 


ICBIHG-At  ftAZBII*. 

/firties  aod  fauctiona,  and  variously  energetic,  according  to  tbe  operat- 

Wing  cause,  and  the  iateosily  and  suddenness  with  which  it  may  oper- 

fftte."— P.  107. 

Dr.  Paine  begins  his  very  extended  philosophy  upon  the  subject  be- 

I  fore  113  by  indicating  in  a  general  manner  tbe  uses  and  relationship  of 

\  the  two  systems  of  nerves,  and  we  regret  that  we  have  room  only  for 

I  the  following  extract: 

"  The  cerebro-spinal  nerves  and  the  syrapatlietic  interchange  con- 
tributions in  all  parts,  by  wiiich  important  influences  of  tbe  former  are 
established  in  tbe  organs  of  organic  life.  Nevertheless,  tbe  cerebro- 
Bpinal  system  is  especially  designed  for  tbe  uses  of  animal  life;  bnt  nn 
important  Siial  canse  is  answered  in  making  it  subservient  to  the  com- 
mon interests  of  the  whole  being.  The  sympathetic  syslein  is  added 
especially  to  the  organic  life  of  animals  on  account  of  tbe  complexity 
of  tbe  organs,  and  to  nnite  tbem  in  harmonious  action  through  cirdet 
of  sympathy,  and  thus  render  them,  each  in  its  place,  conducive  to  a 
common  end.  The  cerebro-spinul  system  coutributes  to  tbis  result; 
and  each  system  unitedly,  or  independently,  weris  ipedal  influauxa  on 
the  specific  actitms  e/f  orenns^  though  these  actions  are  carried  on  eEsen- 
tialiy  through  properties  inherent  in  tbe  several  tissues."  "An  im- 
portant consequence  of  the  foregoing  union  of  organic  with  animal  life 
is  a  genera!  coincidence  in  tbe  pathological  as  well  as  the  physiolog- 
ical condition  of  tbe  whole.  Tbe  diseases  of  each  react  mutually  on 
each  system  of  organs;  each  requires  common  methods  of  treatment, 
and  remedial  as  well  as  morbific  agents  operaie  upon  the  universal 
body  through  any  given  oi^an." — P.  55,  and  so  on  to  tbe  end  of  this 

[  chapter  of  24  pages  on  "  Slructure." 

It  will  still  be  our  remaining  object  to  present  quotations  from  our 

f  ftutiior'a  "  Instilulu,"  which,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  do  not  ap- 
pear ID  onr  former  articles,  and  sach  as  have  a  direct  bearing  upon 
the  strangely  controverted  subject  before  us.  On  coming  to  our  au- 
thor's analysis  of  tbe  "Properties  of  Life,"  we  meet  with  an  exten- 
sive display  of  the  influences  of  tbe  nervous  system  in  its  functions  of 
rrflex  actim,  and  where  is  presented  all  that  can  be  supposed  to  be, 
relative  to  the  exci to-secretory  system,  aud  that  system  applied  patho- 
logically and  therapeutically.  Our  author's  extensive  disquisition  up- 
on this  subject  of  reflex  action  in  organic  life  is  evidently  intended  as 
afonndfttioo  for  all  that  follows  on  his  copious  topics  of  pathology, 

I  therapeutics,  blood-letting,  and  operation  of  morbihc  aud  remedial 
We  shall  stop  here  to  repeat  ooe  extract,  which,  in  itael^ 
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covers  tlie  whole  groaad  in  dispute,  and  stretches  as  far  as  irnag;! nation 
may  please  to  travel  into  the  regions  of  pathology  and  tlierapeutics. 
It  oMurs  at  p.  108,  after  having  set  forth  the  anatomical  mcdiam 
of  the  sensitive  and  excito-raotory  fibres  of  the  ganglionic  and  pneu- 
mogastic  nerres,  throngh  which  the  infiiiences  are  transuitted  to  and 
from  the  nervous  centres. 

"  The  operation  of  the  nerrous  power,"  lie  f^ays,  "  is  excited  through 
the  medinin  of  sympathetic  sensibility.  This  complex  process  results 
in  the  true  function  of  sympathy.  Impressions  are  made  by  physical 
and  moral  causes,  by  disease,  &c ,  upon  the  foregoing  variety  of  sensi- 
bility, and  according,  aUo,  to  its  different  modifications  in  different 
parts,  and  the  nature  of  tha  operating  causes.  The  impressions  are 
then  communicated  to  "the  cerebro-spinol  axis,  or  to  other  central  parts 
of  the  nervous  system,  and  there  bring  into  operation  and  rarionsly 
modify  the  nervous  power.  The  power  thus  developed,  thus  influen- 
ced, or  so  modified  in  kind  that  it  partakes  of  the  nature  of  the  trans- 
mitted impresBJons,  which  are  more  or  less  coincident  with  the  virtues 
of  the  remote  causes,  is  then  exerted  through  the  motor  system  of 
nerves,  upon  the  organic  properties  of  distant  parts,  or  of  the  nervous 
system  itself,  by  which  those  properties  and  their  resulting /iiMriwMii 
end  proditds  are  variously  affected,  according  to  the  foregoing  circum- 
stances. From  this  fact,  it  also  results,  that  the  modified  condltfona 
which  are  brought  about  by  the  nervous  power  when  the  preterautn- 
ral  operation  of  this  power  depends  upon  external  causes,  whether 
morbific  or  remedial,  are  more  or  less  analogous  to  those  changes  in 
the  organic  conditions  which  are  wrought  in  parts  by  the  direct  oper- 
ation of  the  same  causes," 

Among  the  numerous  exemplifications  of  the  foregoing  doctrine,  and 
in  immediate  connection  with  it,  occnrs  the  following: 

"Thus,  an  impressioo  from  cold,  or  a  blast  of  air,  or  a  drop  of  cold 
water  npon  the  skin  in  syncope,  wilt  rouse  the  respiratory  organs. 
Another  impression  from  the  same,  and  under  other  circamstances, 
will  excite  catarrh,  or  pneumonia,  or  articular  rheumatism;  one  de-' 
gree  of  impression  upon  the  stomach  by  tartarized  antimony,  will  de- 
termine ihe  nervous  power  upon  the  respiratory  muscle.*,  (aa  will  can- 
thiiriiles  npon  the  bladder,  and  mercury  upon  the  salivary  glavds,) 
anrl  vomiiiiig  is  the  consequence;  while  it  simQltaneously  rrfledt  the 
same  power  upon  the  skia  or  other  organs,  and  of  which  ptrspiratifin, 
&c.,  is  a  consequence.  In  smaller  doses,  the  respiratory  movements 
ftre  not  affected,  bat  only  the  amdiliait  of  tht  skin,  ifc,  and  in  lei 
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degrees.  Bat  these  examples  embrace  only  certain  parts  of  the  iofla- 
ences  io  each  case;  while  io  others  they  are  far  more  complex,  one 
Byropathetic  result  becoming  the  cause  of  others,  till,  throngh  a  single 
impression  upon  the  skin,  Tarioas  dre/w  of  raorbific  or  remedial  sympa- 
thies may  be  instituted" — P.  108. 

The  work  abounds  with  similar  examples,  in  many  of  which,  as  in 
the  foregoing,  the  "  excito-secretory  "  foaetiou  of  the  nervous  system 
is  brought  distinctly  before  the  reader.  At  page  339  occurs  an  in- 
stance which  we  shall  quote,  as  it  is  one  of  the  obvious  sources  from 
which  the  terra  "  exci to-secretory  "  has  been  derived. 

"  When  the  food,  as  in  Section  512,  indnces  vascular  action  and 
warmth  in  the  akin  before  digestion  commences,  that  organ,  in  conse- 
quence, reflects  salutary  influences  upon  the  digestive  organs,   and 
thus  promotes  digestion.    When  tartarized  antimony,  in  smoll  doses, 
,  establishes  its  sudorific  impression,  the  skin  becomes  the  source  of 
I   many  sympathetic  influences  upon  olher  organs;  thus  showing,  also, 
[that  it  is  not  the  perspiration,  but  the  vital  change  in  the  organ  it- 
[  self,  which  leads  to  results  that  cannot  be  initiated  by  any  other  mode 
jjot  exciting  this  excrtloryfuitclioni  and  so  more  or  less  of  other  parls 
I  ^pon  which  the  antimony  may  exert  its  primary  sympathetic  effect. 
I  ,Tbu3  it  happens,  that  whether  remedial  agents  are  applied  to  the 
l^ltomach  or  skin,  sympathetic  influences  are  propagated  to  each,  as 
well  as  from  each  to  other  organs,  while  each  in  its  turn  reflects  the 
impressions  back  to  the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  from  whence  they  are 
again  returned  with  increased  intensity." 

Now,  in  the  name  of  common  sense,  we  should  like  to  know  what 
difference  there  is  in  the  words  and  their  import,  "  ezdting  l/as  exert- 
lory  fanctian,"  as  employed  in  the  foregoing  quotation,  and  "exdlo- 
sicretory  function,"  as  employed  by  Dr.  Campbell  ? 

We  might  now  draw  abundantly  to  the  same  effect  from  what  onr 
author  says  in  regard  to  the  influence  of  the  nervous  system  in  excit- 
ing the  secretion  of  urine  as  well  as  of  sweat.  But  we  have  room  for 
only  a  single  quotation,  and  we  shall  present  one  which  shows  the  op- 
eration of  the  passions,  and  where  the  escito-motory  fibres  of  the  gan- 
glionic nerve  supplying  secreting  organs  are  alone  concerned.  Thus, 
at  page  230,  we  read  as  follows: 

"  For  the  fulGlment  of  their  final  cause,  the  kidneys  possess  an  ex- 
quisite susceptibility  to  the  influence  of  the  nervous  power.     Uence 
p  i,»riees  the  rapid  and  profuse  excretion  of  urine  wheu  fear  and  certain 
ijptber  emolious  of  the  mind  are  in  operation.    The  same  affirmaUon, 
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too,  nmy  be  mude  of  the  nkin,  though  perhaps  lefjs  exteosifelj.  1 
too,  is  tlie  reasOD  why  fear  eo  re&dily  induces  copious  sweats, 
either  case,  the  phenomena  are  owing  to  the  dirtct  developraeiit  and 
determination  of  the  nervous  power  upon  the  organs  reBpectively. 
These  phenomena,  too,  prove  the  great  Busceptibilily  of  the  skin  and 
kidneys  to  the  influence  of  the  nervons  power,  and  are  a  key  to  the  I 
whole  philosophy  of  the  interchangeti  of  action  between  the  skin  and 
kidneys." 

As  a  reference  was  made  in  a  foregoing  extract  to  Section  512,  we  I 
fihall  now  quote  that  Scctian,  and  in  which  odr  author  applies  the  I 
doctrine  of  reflex  action  physiologically  to  a  variety  of  fluid  products, 
and  in  which,  if  he  do  not  employ  the  terra  "  excito-secretory  func- 
tion," he  snpplies  an  instance  from  whence  any  mere  lover  of  words  j 
might  readily  deduce  it.  The  nervous  mechanism  had  been  already  { 
distinctly  set  forth. 

"  The  various  nervous  coram nnications  of  the  intestinal  canal  with  | 
the  brain  and  all  other  organs,"  says  Dr.  Paine,  "  are  denionstratire 
of  the  ascendant  influence  which  the  stomach,  particularly,  posBessea 
when  acted  upon  by  remedial  agents.     We  sec  all  this  exemplified, 
analogically  at  least,  in  the  endless  remote  derangements  which  follow 
the  common  irritations  and  raorhid  states  of  the  organ,  as  aho  of  the 
intestines;  wc  see,  indeed,  the  whole  in  natural  progress.     When,  for   ' 
esaraple,  hunger  operates,  an  actual  sensation  is  then  felt  by  the  brain, 
and  the  mind,  of  course,  participates.     Numerous  and  complex  influ- 
ences may  be  thus  brought  into  operation,  of  which  the  stomach  is  the 
primary  source.    The  will,  being  excited,  brings  into  action  alt  those 
muscles  which  are  necessary  to  obtain  a  supply  of  food,  and  Other  mus- 
cles to  effect  its  mastication,  and  convey  it  to  the  stomach.     Vari- 
ous sympathetic  organic  influences  are  in  the  meantime  taking  place, 
many  of  which  spring  from  the  mind  itself.     Thus,  the  brain  feeling   1 
the  sensation  of  hunger,  the  salivary  glands  be^n  la  pour  oul  tAeirJbiid 
at  the  sight  or  smell  of  food,  or  even  at  its  expectation.     The  food  ' 
establishes  an  influence  upon  the  nervous  centres,  by  which  an  exciting   I 
ntri-oHS  pomer  is  constantly  propagated  to  other  parts.     The  bile,  sali- 
va, (J-t,  are  thus  inercistd,  though  other  more  direct  sympathetic  inflo-   | 
encea  contribute  to  these  results.    The  stomach  being  supplied  with 
its  wants,  all  these  influences  cease  and  a  new  order  arises,     Cnt  off  I 
the  par  vagnm,  and  none  of  them  will  obtain,  uuless  feebly,  through   ' 
the  ganglionic  and  spinal  nerves.    When  the  food  has  undergone  di- 
gestion, and  itll  exciting  impression  is  removed  from  the  stomach,  all 
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the  rejleetid  infiances  of  the  brain  and  spiaal  cord  cease  iQ  coDseqaeoce." 
—P.  335. 

Tlie  foregoing  paragraph  is  plain,  comprehensive,  and  to  the  exact 
parpose  before  ns,  and  whoever  denies  it  must  be  wanting  either  in 
common  nnderstanding  or  fair  dealing,  llie  paragraph  also  shows 
our  author's  manner  of  applying  physiological  procesees  to  pathology 
and  therapeutics.  He  wields  with  great  effect  the  laws  of  ti/Uz  ac- 
tion, as  emanating  from  those  portions  of  the  ganglionic  nerve  and 
paeumogastic  which  snpplj  the  alimcutarj  canal,  and  interprets  thrODgh 
this  raediam  the  inQnences  which  are  exerted  by  internal  remedies  up- 
on remote  parts.    In  entering  upon  the  subject  of  cathartics,  he  says: 

"  It  is  owing  to  these  vast  and  important  anatomical  and  physio- 
Jc^cal  connections,  that,  when  disease  springs  op  in  the  intestinal  mn- 
cons  membrane,  it  sheds  its  morbific  influence  abroad  over  the  whole 
system;  now  developing,  sympathetically,  cerebral  inflammation  or  con- 
gestion; now  of  the  liver;  ^ain,  inflammation  of  the  skin;  at  another 
time  of  the  bladder;  in  this  subject,  rheumatism;  in  that,  scrofula;  in 
another,  croup;  in  others,  inflammotion  of  the  fances;  here,  of  the 
eyes;  there,  of  the  nose;  here,  an  attack  of  the  gout;  there,  abortion; 
and  so  on  through  every  part  of  the  organization.  Coufiidering,  there- 
fore, I  say,  the  foregoing  anatomical  and  physiological  relations,  and 
how  diseases  of  the  alimentary  mucous  tissoe  may  give  rise  to  disease 
in  every  other  part,  we  may  readily  comprehend  how  it  is  that  cathar- 
tics exert  powerful  effects  upon  distant  organs  when  rendered  nnnsn- 
ally  susceptible  by  disease;  and  so  of  all  other  remedial  agents,  inter- 
nally applied,  according  to  the  nature  of  their  virtues,  doses,  &c."— 
P.  565. 

Let  us  now  look  upon  Dr.  Paine'a  long  chapter  upon  "  R«medial 
Action,"  and  here  we  shall  God  numerous  exemplifications  of  the  "ex- 
dto-secretory  function,"  and  of  the  nervous  cbannel  through  which  it 
is  conducted.  Here,  too,  as  often  before,  when  entering  upon  any 
special  topic.  Dr.  P.  begins  the  disquisition  by  setting  forth  his  never- 
failing  premises  as  to  the  nervous  system,  and  in  the  following  manner: 

"We  have  seen,"  he  says,  "that  the  vital  property  sensibility  pos- 
sesses a  modification  which  I  have  denominated  sympathetic  sensibility; 
that  the  nervous  power  is  a  vital  agent,  and  like  other  agents  develops 
motion  and  induces  changes  by  acting  upon  the  organic  property  ir- 
ritability, and  is  exclusively  the  exciting  cause  of  motion  in  animal  life; 
that  this  power  or  property  of  the  vital  principle  in  animals  may  be 
called  Id  a  direct  manner  isto  increased  or  preternatural  operations  by 


direct  impreBBionB,  physioal  or  moral,  npoo  the  netvoas  centres  or  npon 
the  traiiks  of  nerves;  that  this  power  is  the  efficient  agent  of  remote 
sympathy,  is  broug'lit  into  operation  by  impressions  mnde  upon  sympa- 
thetic sensibility,  which  are  transmitted  by  this  property  of  animal  life 
through  sensitive  nerves  to  the  nervous  centrett,  and  there  deveiope  the 
nervous  power,  which  is  reflected  through  motor  cerves,  upon  the  ir- 
ritability of  anch  parts  as  may  be  determined  by  the  various  influences 
hitherto  expounded,  and  thus  becomes  the  exciting  cause  of  motion,  of 
morbific  or  therapeutical  changes,  &c.,  in  those  parts  upon  which  its 
impressions  are  made,"  &c. — I'.  661.  There  follows  immediately  a  sum- 
mary application  of  the  foregoing  statement  to  a  great  variety  of  phys- 
iological, pathological,  and  therapeutical  problems,  many  of  which 
embrace  the  "  excito-aecretory  functions,"  sod  all  of  them  showu  to 
depend  upon  reflex  or  direct  action  of  the  nervous  system — the  latter 
being  limited  to  the  excito-molory  nerves,  as  when  the  passions  oper- 
ate, or  when  impressions  are  made  directly  upon  the  nervous  centres; 
"  anatomy  and  experiment,"  says  onr  author,  "  confirm  what  each  phe- 
nomenon, and  all  united  proclaim  the  work  of  the  mystic  power  oper- 
ating ou  those  organic  properties  which  are  the  moving  springs  of  every 
action,  the  proximate  cause  of  every  effect;  nor  can  another  intelligi- 
ble fiolDtion  be  rendered  for  a  single  phenomenon  now  expressed,  or 
thousands  of  similar  import,  while  every  other  mast  be  in  conflict  with 
the  pronunciations  of  nature  and  the  demonstrations  of  art;  nor  will 
an  attempt  be  made,  (an  attempt  that  shall  commend  itself  to  the  nn- 
derstanding,)  now  or  hereafter,  to  coutrovert  the  philosophy  which  is 
here  presented." — P.  663. 

This  essay  on  "Remedial  Action"  then  takes  np  a  variety  of  prob- 
lems in  pathology  and  therapeutics,  in  ample  detail,  all  of  which  are 
interpreted  through  reflex  action,  and  msiuiy  by  the  sympathetic  and 
pneumogastric  nerves  in  their  connection  with  the  brain  and  spinal 
cord.  We  can  only  give  our  readers  an  apprehension  of  the  manner  in 
which  these  problems  are  treated,  by  a  single  example,  and  we  select 
one  in  which  our  Nashville  critic  will  find  something  more  about  the 
" exci to-secretory  function"  of  the  nervous  system,  and  probably  to 
his  "  heart's  content." 

"  When  an  emetic  operates,"  says  onr  author,  "  the  modus  operandi 
is  evidentially  similar  to  what  happens  in  respiration.  The  mucous  tis- 
sue of  the  stomach  being  the  point  of  departure,  a  different  influence 
is  propagated  to  tiie  nervous  centres,  corresponding. with  the  nature  of 
the  exciting  «aaae,  with  the  special  vital  constitution  of  that  portion 
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the  inucons  tissue,  with  the  componnd  nature  of  tlie  stomach,  with 
the  special  relations  of  this  organ  to  the  centrul  patta  of  the  nervous 
system,  and  to  the  respiratory  lousclea,  &c.;  while  tlie  iiervous  power 
is  also  modified  in  its  nature  according  to  the  peculiar  virtues  of  the 
emetic,  the  most  sensible  result,  as  in  respiration,  depends  upon  the  re- 
flectioa  of  the  nervous  power  upon  the  respiratory  muEcles,  while  anoth- 
er current  descends  through  the  motor  fibres  of  the  pneumogastric  and 
sympalhetic  nerves  to  the  miiscalar  tissue  of  the  stomach.  If  the 
emetic  operate  also  as  a  cathartic,  then  a  new  chain  of  actions  is  estab- 
lished, in  the  same  way,  upon  the  abdomiiinl  muscles,  while  a  current  of 
the  nervous  power  is  propagated  upou  the  muscular  co&t  of  the  intes- 
.tines;  but,  in  the  forgoing  case,  aomething  more  hapi^ens  than  in  the 
natural  processes.  Here  the  exciting  cause  possesses  peculiar  virtues, 
is  of  a  morbific  nature,  and  it  not  ouly  makes  peculiar  impressions 
upon  the  alimentary  mucous  tissue,  according  to  the  exact  nature  of 
its  virtnes,  but  it  modJQes  the  nervous  power  in  a  correspo tilling  man- 
tier."  Then  follows  an  account  of  diverse  effects,  curative  or  morbiSc, 
that  may  be  eierted  upon  various  parts  through  the  medium  of  nerves 
with  which  they  are  snpphed,  the  same  philosophy  being  tim.-?  curried 
out  that  interprets  the  more  seusible  result  of  emetics.  Oar  author 
then  continues  his  esposition  of  the  alterative  influences  of  reflex  action, 
as  developed  by  emetics,  in  the  following  graphic  language,  and  we  ask 
our  Nashville  critic  whether  it  had  before  engaged  his  attention: 

"  We  thus  see,"  continues  Dr.  Paine,  "  that  when  vomiting  springs 
from  the  operation  of  tartarized  antimony,  and  often  from  i]>ecacuanha, 
it  is  only  one  of  the  consequences,  and  a  minor  one,  of  the  peculiar  u'- 
ritution  of  the  gastro-mucous  membrane.  Other  and  far  more  pow- 
erful influences  are  determinedsimuItaDcously  upon  the  organic  proper- 
ties and  actions  of  distant  and  diseased  parts  (perhaps  as  distant  as 
the  most  remote  extremity)  by  the  same  nervous  power  that  shook  the 
re.=pirBtory  organs  during  the  act  of  vomiting;  and  often,  indeed,  does 
it  happen  that  those  influences  are  propagated  with  the  most  profouud 
effect  when  the  act  of  vomiting  fails  of  being  consummated,  and  naasea 
alone  shall  send  with  prostrating  effect  the  modified  nervouK  power 
over  the  whole  system;  when  we  shall  see  it  simultaneously  taiAin^ii^ 
wholt  surfare  with  pfipirotion;  jifturing  thr.  saliva  from  the  nurnli; 
breaking  down  a  tumultnons  excitement  of  the  heart  and  arteries; 
ttarlin^  on  Iht  irtilant  a  tmrmt  of  bik,  and  an  equal  effwittii  frmt  tit 
inkstiital  mitetms  membrane,  and  at  the  next  moment  calling  up  a  mag- 
inificeut  play  of  sympathies  for  the  evaoQatiou  of  the  Jlaidt  after  the 


manner  of  an  active  pargative;  (Am«  wry  ejfuiions,  alio,  instituting 
ether  drdts  of  sympathy,  which  join  in  the  great  work  of  cnratiye 
morementB.     Should  voniiting  now  follow,  then  shall  ;oii  Rpeedilj  see 
the  vital  energies  returning;  iAe  rotd,  pale  shin  giving  plate  to  a  Jloiid 
AiK  atid  a  worm  perspiralian;  the  eonken  featnres  starting  into  the  full- 
ness of  health;  the  gastric  snffGring  gone  as  a  hixnr;  obtained;  the 
general  whirl  of  anxiety  and  distress  converted  into  calm  tranquillity; 
the  headache  dissipated ;  the  twang  of  the  cronp  or  the  grant  of  pnea- 
monia  no  longer  Bounding  an  alarm;  and  all  this  stnpendons  sneces- 
Bion  of  events,  from  the  beginning  of  nausea  to  tiie  restoration  of  the 
vital  energies  and  the  near  resolution  of  disease,  composing  a  most   i 
astonishing  consecntive  series  of  sympathies,  may  require  less  time    . 
than  I  have  hastily  employed  in  this  general  allusion  to  the  subject. 
And  now  can  it  be  entertained  that  this  has  been  the  result  of  absorp-   1 
tion,  or  that  the  laws  of  chemistry  or  physics  have  hud  any  connection 
with  the  phenomena  ?     The  foregoing  umy  be  token  as  an  example  of  ] 
the  principle  which  concerns  the  modus  operandi  of  all  curative  or  mor- 
bific agents,  whether  physical  or  moral,  and  of  all  the  developments  of  | 
diaease  that  arise  as  sympathetic  consequences  of  each  other," — Pages 
667-669, 

The  foregoing  paragraph  occurs,  also,  in  Dr.  Paiue's  essay  on  the 
"  Modus  Optrandi  of  JtemedUs,"  published  in  1842,  which  was  in  the 
hands  of  oar  Nai^hville  critic,  as  we  learn  from  his  journal,  at  the  time  he 
denied  Dr.  Paine's  priority  in  the  matter  before  us.     We  shall  make  no 
comments  on  this  paragraph.     It  is  more  than  sufficient  for  the  intel- 
hgent  reader  that  we  have  placed  certain  parts  of  it  in  italics — those 
parts  whicii  refer  to  the  glandular  and  other  fluid  prodncts,  whence  is 
at  once  derived,  as  in  preceding  (juo I ations,  the  term  "  txcito-sterttory," 
and  in  which  it  will  be  seen  that  Dr.  Paine  does  not  limit  the  txHto- 
secretory  faiidioTis  of  the  iitrves  to  glandular  organs,  but  extends  it  to 
all  other  parts.     But,  as  we  have  said,  and  hare  shown  in  this  and  Oi 
other  articles,  the  same  proof  abounds  everywhere  in  our  author's 
writings;  and  as  to  Dr,  Allen's  double  "  nervous  arc,"  applied  patholog- 
ically and  therapeutically,  and  his  eiciting  and  depressing  influence  of   ' 
reflex  nervons  action,  the  "  Institutes  of  Medicine"   can  scarcely  be  ' 
opened  at  any  page  from  the  beginning  of  the  article  on  "  Strnctnre," 
at  p.  50,  to  the  end  of  "  Blood-letting,"  at  p.  lit,  without  finding 
these  doctrines  staring  him  in  the  face,  as  the  grand  elements  in 
our  author's  medical  philosophy.    Should  it  be  said  by  our  Nashville   i 
critic  that  Dr.  Paine  has  not  pointed  out  the  particular  nerves  whicb  j 


Eupply  the  glaodular  organs,  we  answer  that  he  has  been  abnadantly 
explicit  ID  speoificatioDB  of  this  natare,  thoiigji  he  might  with  great 
propriety  hare  dispensed  with  such  details;  nevertheless,  it  adds  to  Ihe 
Tolue  of  the  "  Institntes."  As  a  comprehensive  example  of  our  au- 
thor's manner  in  this  respect,  we  may  quote  the  following,  which  oc- 
cnrs  at  page  326: 

"Different  orders  of  nerves  are  concerned  in  the  transmission  of  im- 
pressions, more  or  less,  according  to  the  natnre  of  the  exciting  causes. 
Thus,  the  nerves  of  volition  are  not  those  by  which  or^nic  processes 
are  influenced.  Even  in  the  voluntary  muscles  the  irritability  which 
is  relative  to  their  orgnnie  functions,  as  also  sensibility,  may  be  mor- 
bidly exalted,  and  yet  the  muscles  be  incapable  of  obeying  the  will, 
88  often  happens  in  paralysis."  This  statement  is,  then,  illoatrated 
under  a  great  variety  of  aspects,  according  to  the  distribatioa  of 
nerves  and  the  causes  that  may  institute  reflex  actions  upon  the  or- 
gans of  organic  life.  Examples  of  this  nature  are  of  constant  occnr- 
rence,  particularly  from  page  2b3  to  3S0.  Many  others  are  Inter- 
Bpersed  from  the  begiuning  of  the  article  npon  "  Strnctare,"  at  page 
60,  to  the  end  of  the  volume.  As  one  of  these  more  casunl  examples, 
we  may  quote  tlie  following  spcciScatiou  of  the  nervous  medium 
through  which  oar  author  interprets  the  operation  of  remedies  ai>oa 
distant  parts  when  applied  to  the  skin,  and  which  covers,  essentially, 
the  whole  ground  claimed  by  Dr.  Campbell  and  Dr.  Allen.  In  intra* 
dncing  the  modus  operandi  of  "  Conn ter- Irritants,"  Dr.  Paine  remarks 
that  "  I  enter  now  upon  the  consideration  of  those  remedial  agents 
wbiclt  establish  their  influences  upon  internal  organs  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  skin;  and  here  is  opened  to  us  a  display  of  those  sympa- 
thetic processes  which  take  their  origin  in  cerebro-spinal  nerves  along- 
with  the  Bensilive  fibres  of  the  sympathetic,  and  terminate  in  the 
motor  fibres  of  the  ganglionic  system." — Page  612. 

We  shall  not  novr  pursue  any  further  the  subject  of  the  "  excito- 
secretory  function."  If  what  we  have  shown  at  present  and  in  former 
articles  be  not  satisfactory  to  our  KashviUe  critic,  he  will  doubtless 
remain  alone  in  his  incredulity.  To  those  who  arc  in  possession  of 
Dr.  Paine's  writings  we  may  owe  the  apology  of  saying,  that  our  articles 
have  not  been  in  the  least  intended  to  expound  or  to  indicate  what 
mnst  lie  at  once  obvious  to  every  reader,  but  we  hare  hoped  that  wo 
might  be  instramenlal  in  correcting  errors  in  other  quarters,  and  in 
directing  attention  to  the  greatly  meritorious  labors  of  our  country* 
Had  our  Nashville  critic  looked  a  little  more  deeply  into  the 


"  InstitutfiB,"  he  would  have  seen  that  Dr.  Paine  seta  ap  no  claim  to 
the  discoTery  of  the  "  excito-secretorj  fnaction."  On  the  contrary,  he 
Bays  that  the  Cunction  was  discovered  by  Wilson  Philip  as  early  as 
1816,  and  he  quotes  from  Philip's  experimentB,  as  contained  in  the 
London  Philosophical  Transactions,  for  the  purpose  of  applying  Dr. 
Philip's  demonstrations  of  the  physiological  inSuences  of  the  nerrons 
Bystem  upon  the  secretions  to  pathology  and  therapeutics,  and  which 
may  be  readily  found  by  our  critic  on  consnlting  the  second  index, 
articles  Secretion  and  Exerttian,  and  Bejltx  Action.  We  would  also 
commend  to  onr  critic's  attention  other  articles  contained  in  that  in- 
dei,  and  the  references  which  they  embrace,  particularly  Sweat,  Lot' 
tation.  Bile.  Vrive,  Uterus,  Youth,  Nervous  Power,  Nervous  Sytlem, 
Menial  Emoti/ms,  Alteratives,  Eemalial  Action,  Blood-letting.  Dr. 
Paine  claims,  howeyer,  and  very  justly,  as  may  be  seen  by  our  ex- 
tracts, a  long  priority  in  designating  the  nervous  mechanism  through 
which  the  secretions  are  physiologically  influenced;  and  although  he 
has  not  thought  it  worth  his  while  to  insist  upon  his  priority  in  the 
small  matter  of  bestowing  a  name  upon  the  function,  we  have  shown 
that  he  snggested  the  very  name  which  is  now  apparently  conceded, 
by  nearly  all  the  medical  periodicals  in  this  country,  to  form  the  only 
originality  belonging  to  Dr.  Campbell.  But  what  is  alone  of  any 
practical  importance,  Br.  Paine  was  not  only  the  first,  but  BtiU  the 
only  one  to  carry  the  "excito-secretory  function"  and  all  the  physi- 
ological laws  of  the  nervous  system  into  pathology  and  therapentics. 

Bnt  after  all,  the  whole  of  this  disputation  has  had  its  origin  in  a 
mere  pretense  that  has  grown  out  of  a  name,  "Ezdlo-secretory  fime- 
tion"  is  the  magic  word  which  is  made  to  engnlph  the  whole  phQoao- 
phy  that  concerns  the  labyrinth  of  the  organic  functions  iu  their  con- 
nection with  the  nervous  system.  But  it  is  a  word  of  such  partial 
import  as  not  to  convey  the  slightest  connection  with  pathology  and 
therapeutic?,  but,  oti  the  contrary,  to  impress  the  belief  that  it  is  lim- 
ited to  the  natural  state  of  the  body.  It  disregards  all  the  modifying 
influences  of  the  nervons  system  upon  organic  actions  and  their  pro- 
ducts, whether  induced  by  remedial  or  morbific  agents;  and  the  inap- 
propriateness  of  the  term,  beyond  its  mere  physiological  import,  may 
be  readily  seen,  should  any  one  altempt  its  introduction  into  any  of 
the  pathological  or  therapeutical  branches  of  Dr.  Paine's  "  Institutes 
of  Medicine."  It  would  produce  a  confusion  that  would  render  them 
unintelligible.  Dr.  Allen,  In  his  reclamation,  had  the  sagacity  to  see 
this,  when  he  says,  in  nearly  Dr.  Paine'a  language,  "Thisififiuenceis 
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afined  to  tie  mere  increase  of  aciien,  as  the  term  txdtor  mig-ht 
perhaps  snggest,  The  reverse  may  take  place.  The  escitor  may 
rather  beeome  the  deprissor.  It  would  be  as  correct  to  say  the  de- 
pressor-motory,  the  depressor-secretory,  as  to  say  the  esci tor-idem." 

Our  critic,  io  this  state  of  ignorance,  asks  why  Dr.  Paine  did  not 
earlier  set  up  bis  claim  to  originality  in  the  matter  of  the  foregoing 
name  and  fnnction.  Besides  the  reason  just  assigoed,  his  worlcs  bad 
been  many  years  in  the  liands  of  the  profession,  and,  as  we  imagine, 
he  very  naturally  supposed  that  his  medical  brethren  would  spontane- 
ously recognize  bis  rights.  This  reason,  indeed,  is  assigned  by  Dr. 
Paine  himself;  and  if  onr  critic  had  not  felt  that  he  was  employed  in 
a  hopeless  effort,  he  would  have  qnoted  Dr.  Paiiie'a  avowal  of  his  reli- 
ance upon  that  common  sense  of  justice  which  sooner  or  later  dis- 
penses its  judgments  in  the  righteousness  of  truth.  In  bis  essay  on 
Rights  of  Authors,"  he  says,  "  The  author  has  relied  npon  his 
professional  brethren  for  ultimate  jastice,  '  idtimam  tt  umcum  remediam, 
Jul  atiquando  dormitur,  moritur  iwnquam!  But  the  author  has  lately 
great  an  indisposition  in  certain  quarters  to  allow  him  any 
credit  for  his  labors,  that  he  has  coiicloded  to  make  this  expostulation, 
which  refers  particularly  to  the  following  dispute  about  the  author* 
sbip  of  matters  in  which  neither  of  the  gentlemen  has  any  interest, 
but  the  writer  alone  of  these  Institutes." — Page  i)13. 

Our  critic,  in  the  ijiGrmity  of  his  cause,  devotes  mnch  of  bis  article 
to  an  obvious  typographical  error  which  occurs  in  our  communication 
to  the  Medical  Qaieite,  in  which  we  are  made  to  say  that  "there  is 
scarcely  an  idea  in  his  (Dr.  Campbell's)  essay  but  what  may  be 
fonnd  ill  the  writings  of  Dr.  Paine,  or  has  lieen  advanced  in  his  annu- 
al lectures  for  the  last  seventeen  years,"  the  word  and  instead  of  or 
having  been  written  in  our  manuscript;  nor  will  our  critic  entertain 
any  doubt  of  this  statement,  or  that  wo  intended  to  say  that  the  whole 
compass  of  Dr.  Campbell's  ideas  was  embraced  iu  Dr,  Paine's  writiit^e, 
after  he  shall  have  read  the  present  article,  though  we  would  com- 
mend  to  bis  attenliou  the  estmcts  which  we  have  made  from  the 
same  writings  in  oar  article  published  in   the  New  York  Joumal  of 

tlHedidnt.  Lest,  however,  our  critic  should  still  avail  himself  of  lypo^ 
j^raphical  errors,  we  will  anticipate  this  infirmity  by  stating  that  no 
lesa  than  twt«ty-«ine  appear  in  our  article  in  that  periodical,      o.  a.  i. 


THE    AHBBIOAS 


DR.  W.  T.  O.  MORTON,  AOAIir. 

This  everlasting  claimant  for  a  moneyeii  coiitribntion  from  the  public, 
and  which  he  levies  upon  governmeutA,  corporations  and  individuikls 
of  all  sorts,  for  his  participation  in  the  earlier  experiments  in  etheriza- 
tion, in  Dtler  dif^regard  of  other  and  better  men,  both  dead  and  IJTiug — 
and  whose  claims  to  priority  of  discovery  he  uii'ucts  to  ignore — has  at 
letigtli  located  himself  for  the  oonce  in  and  about  >'ew  York,  and  is 
regarded  a  very  great  bore. 

After  years  of  lobbying  at  Washinglon,  and  his  faihire  to  tap  the 
public  treoBory  to  the  tone  of  $100,000,  by  reason  of  the  Congression- 
al appreciation  of  hie  fictitious  pretensions;  and  after  the  claims  of 
originality  and  discovery  of  Dr.  Wells,  of  Hartford,  since  decensed, 
have  been  established  by  irrefragable  proofs,  atid  the  recorded  colln- 
sionsofthis  Morion  with  Dr.  Jackson,  in  smuggling  out  a  joint  patent, 
with  the  purpose  of  monopolizing  the  "Compound  Preparation  of 
Letheon,"  for  purposes  of  private  gain;  who  could  have  believed  that 
physicians  anywhere  coaid  be  found  to  countenance  this  Morton  in 
his  begging  expedition  through  the  country?  And  especially  is  it 
marvellous,  that  nnder  this  pi'etence  $S50  should  have  been  wheedled 
ont  of  one  Commissioners  of  Emigration,  and  $1,500  should  besought 
from  the  Governors  of  the  Aims-House,  as  a  reward  for  a  discovkbt, 
which  some  of  the  vtry  men!  ime  engaged  in  certifying  to  Dr.  Morten's 
title,  have  under  oath  attributed  to  Dr.  Horace  Wells,  of  Hartford, 
whose  widow  and  children  are  entitled  to  such  reward,  of  which  am- 
ple proofs  have  beeu  furnished. 

The  reader  is  now  referred  to  the  testimony  of  Professor  Valentine 
Mott  and  Professor  Wiilard  Parker,  of  this  city,  who  are  now  most 
strangely  fonud  bolstering  op  the  pretensions  of  Morton. 

Depotition  of  Frof.  Vahntirte  Malt,  M.D..of  the  City  of  JVete  York. 

'■  I,  Valentine  MotI,  of  the  City  of  Ntw  York,  unrgeon,  do  flflSrm,  Ihnl  the  Dm  Intl- 
■natian  I  ever  bad  of  llie  pmbaljle  applicalii)a  of  tbe  inQuEnve  uf  the  nilrong  oxyd  or 
ioluhuricethei'.l'i  ohlltenitP  ell  eonsoiuimiea*  otp»ia  lu  amgical  ojieralioM,  wns  deriv- 
ed frim  the  Ute  Dr.  Welle,  of  Uonroid. 

"  When  oa  a  vltilt  to  New  Y»Tk,  he  called  upon  me,  aad  made  tbe  fact  known.  He 
atated  that  he  hud  "red  ether  for  the  exlrai'tiun  of  teeth,  and  he  believed  it  might  ba 
smiiloyed  for  the  same  uurpoae  in  gieal  anrgical  operationa, 

"  Ah  be  Qriil  applied  the  etber  fur  tbe  purpoae  of  producing  ansstbeaia,  he  la  full; 
enlilled  tn  the  credit  and  hnnnr  of  the  dlacuvery. 

)r  iraa  some  time  before  any  publieatkin  waa  made  anywhere  on  (he 


I  is,  that  ax  varlaua  chemical  igenia  will  prodi 
may  m  uaea,  wiin  i>muer  care.  I  legBn  with  suljihiirlc  ether,  tii 
Edinburgh,  aent  me  bia  paiaiiblel,  1  immediately  bad  the  chlo 
oaed  it  ever  xiiite.  aud  am  peifettly  satisfied  nith  It.'' 

New  ToBi,  Dteembtr  •ioth,  l>-62. 
Ewan  to  before  me,  tbla  33i  doy  of  December,  Ifii. 

BmsT  A>  Ena,  C«mmiiii«ntr  af  Dttdt. 


aniB'lheBiB.ihey  all 
uutufter  Dr.  Simpson,  of 
loioform  made,  and  bavt 

VALENTINE  UOTT. 
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Extract  from  the  Dcpotition  of  Profator  tVillard  Par 
Cits  of  ^'^  Vork. 
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a  In  liie  emplayoient  oT  etbei.  fea^ 
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/,  that  I  then  obaemed  that 
tgcDU  when  Inhaled  vrere  verf  Himiliu',    It  taa        „  .    „    . 

(ulpharlu  ether,  chloric  ether,  ind  like  substauced,  would  proJiice  ititDiiuatioa  aud  even 
ituenalbillt;.  but  It  wu  not  knoira  tbst  thene  agents  cuuld  be  bu  einplEi^fed  as  to  sd>- 
pend  all  wnnlbllit;  dminK  Biirviual  operatluns,  and  that  too  with  ButEtf,  until  the  Ht- 
eevtru  af  the  latt  Hirati  fVtIU.    I  further  saj,  it  balng  known  ihuC  nltrouH  oijd 

would  produce  anieatheela  in  aurgical  operatiur"  " ' l........ 

any  knowledge  of  the  two    "  '   "  ""  " 

eflict,  and  the  Bub  tilution  ol  lue  emar  lor  me  gas  ones  i 
Dame  of  dHi:uver]>.  The  m«rit  aboiild.  In  niy  jftdguieut. 
Snt  applied  etttier  of  thb«  Bgeutg  for  anxBlUBtic  purp'x 
aod  strong  in  the  opinioa  that  that  man  wiui  the  late  Uui 


H,  that  SBlphiirio  elber  would  prodoc 


tnd  I  Em  very  confident 
Wells,  of  HatUord.'' 

The  deliberate  jadgraent  of  Professors  Francis,  Miissey,  and  many 
other  emiuent  men,  and  their  endorsemeat  of  Dr.  Horace  Wells  aa 
the  true  and  only  discoverer  of  the  anceatbetic  effects  of  nitrous  aside, 
ether,  and  other  analogous  agents,  are  before  us.  But  we  only  insert 
those  of  Drs.  Mott  and  Parker,  because  they  are  now  helping  Morton 
to  ignore  the  claims  of  poor  Wells,  who  is  no  more.  For  this  extra- 
ordinary inconsisleocy  we  are  uoable  to  account,  since  their  certlQcates 
are  certainly  on  both  Gides,  though  a  wag  at  our  elbow  suggests  that 
"moral  insanity"  is  here  e:cemplified, 

The  facts  are  all  in  a  nut  shell.  In  the  year  1844  Dr.  Wells  em- 
ployed both  nilroTis  oxidt  gas  and  sulphuric  tC/ier,  by  inhalation,  to  ren- 
der his  patients  insensible  during  the  extraction  of  their  teeth,  and 
other  surgical  operations.  During  the  same  year,  (1844,)  he  visited 
Boston,  lectured  and  experimented  before  Dr.  Warren  aud  his  clasa, 
and  revealed  to  Morton,  then  a  Dentist,  not  a  Doctor,  the  discovery 
he  had  made,  the  like  disclosures  being  made  by  Wells  to  Dr.  Jackson. 

It  was  not  until  two  years  after,  (1846,)  that  Morton,  instructed 
by  Jackson,  and  under  his  guidance,  aunounced  his  own  trials  of  ether 
inhalations,  when,  after  a  couSict  between  them  as  to  the  claim  to  the 
discovery  which  Wells  had  made  two  years  before,  a  compromise  was 
effected  between  Morton  and  Jackson,  by  swearing  out  a  patent  to 
them  jointly  as  discoverers,  thus  ignoring  Dr.  Wells  altogether.  To 
secure  this  monopoly,  they  claimed  to  have  discovered  a  compound  prtf 
aratien  ealUd  Lethtoii,  which  was  offered  for  sale  to  dentists  and  phy- 
Bicians,  as  a  secret,  which  being  patented  could  not  be  had  but  by  the 
pnrcbase  of  rights. 


Dr.  Wells  ceased  not  to  proclaim  that  the  "compoand"  waB  only 
ether,  and  to  insist  npoa  his  priority,  though  he  had  a  preference  for 
nitrous  oxide  f;ns.  Hence  he  protested  ngainst  its  being  patented, 
and,  with  his  frieods  in  Conuecticut,  urged  his  sole  right  to  the  discor- 
ery,  and  declared  that  it  should  be  frte  as  air  to  tlie  profession 
and  the  world.  But  Morton  and  Jackson  have  gone  on  at  home  and 
abroad  to  set  np  ri?al  clfiims  to  each  other,  tlic  former  as  the  first  op- 
erator, and  the  latter  as  discorerer,  until  their  clamor  and  injostice 
are  alleged  to  have  driven  Weils  to  insanity  and  death. 

But  we  forbear  to  say  more  than  to  express  our  full  conviction, 
which  is  founded  on  evidence  to  be  furnished  hereafter,  possibly  in  our 
next  number,  that  to  Dr.  Horace  Wells,  late  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  be- 
longs the  sole  merit  of  the  discovery  of  anasBthetica.  And  that  both 
Morton  and  Jackson  availed  themselves  of  his  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence, derived  from  himself,  to  set  up  rival  claims  separately  and  con- 
jointly to  priority,  of  which  they  have  no  just  pretensions. 

We  know  not  how  others  may  regard  the  equity  of  this  case,  but  we 
are  free  to  say  that  if  we  were  to  share  in  the  contribution  now  at- 
tempted to  be  levied  upon  individnala,  corporations,  or  legislatures, 
we  should  not  complain  of  the  accusation  that  we  were  raising  money 
ander  false  pretences. 

And  we  cannot  forbear  to  add,  that  the  Commissioners  of  Emigra- 
tion and  the  GoTernors  of  the  Aims-House  have  no  more  right  to 
squander  the  people's  money,  of  which  tliey  are  Tnistees,  upon  this 
Morton,  than  to  vote  it  to  any  other  supplicant,  who  has  failed  to 
make  good  his  patent. 

We  conclude  for  the  present  with  the  rollowiog  paragraph,  ascribed 
to  the  pen  of  Senator  Truman  Smith,  and  to  the  juBtice  of  which  we 
Bobscribe: 

"The  puee  of  the  anrortnnate  HoracB  Welln  )s  nov  before  ns — ot  tbat  mva  vho  did  mnn 
for  anHeriiiB  hninanity  than  any  one  el^e  from  the  dajH  of  Jenner,  aod  wlio.  bad  God 
■pared  bis  reannn  and  Mtavrd  Ihe  hand  which  cut  the  thrpad  of  life,  would  at  thiR  moment 
be  the  ackaowkdged  author  i>f  anK^tbesiB  thronthunt  ibe  civillEed  world,  and  nuofiar 
ted  latheaame  bright  gala.vynltbJennrr  end  other  llbislrioua  bear  factors  or  maofclnd. 
Shall  Imposture  )ie  pennltted  to  iisurp  the  plaice  of  merit  ?  shHil  Ignoi 
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BiDterXj'i  leaMtude, 
tbe  repiitalloa  of  Iht 
K  prii'deim  jewel, 


„ , ^.  >mplinga  of  a  „ , 

Bitilice.  thU'BDEr)'.  and  mendacity  stand  before    j 
^  uid  eball  an  attempt  b  " 


mmil  a  piracy 
(lend,  und  to  rob  the  widow  and  tbe  fatberlew  of  what  they  deecn 
,     .  .        eld  tn  lu  high  e§teem  as  the  memut?  of  one  who  consecraled  all 

cnltieu  and  utmost  energiea  to  an  BlIevlBtiuii  of  the  keenest  punga  of  homan- 

(ty.  aod  who  went  down  to  the  grare  B  victim  alike  to  bia  success,  and  to  the  □) 
iion  wbicb  that  B>ici:ea4  prompted?    Dntll  then  thlugi  taappm  ttatre 
of  Ju*t]ce  Fur  til*  family  of  Botace  Wells." 
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Brief  Exhortations  to  "TToang  Pliyaic."    Professional 

Morality  and  Religion. 

B;  J.  W.  Si.voLBTOK,  U.D.,  Smithland,  Kj. 

ICmcluicdfnmllitJiayXa.) 

Prominent  among  tbe  manj  evils  with  wliicli  we  Uave  to  contend 
is  tbe  fonl  influence  of  intemperance.  This  babit  not  anfvequently  be- 
gins wilb  tbe  student  daring  his  flrst  course  of  lectures,  sometimes  l>e- 
fore,  and  most  anliappily  descends  alon^  tbe  whole  course  of  his  life, 
gaining  strength  from  age,  blurring  his  name  and  raining  hia  proapecta 
of  success.  Under  the  false  impression  that  "a  born"  will  brighten 
bis  ideas  and  quicken  the  energies  of  bis  too  sluggish  mind,  he  bj  de- 
grees sella  himself  beyond  redemption  to  the  "serpent  of  the  still," 
blasts  his  hopes  of  usefulness,  and  makes  shipwreck  of  his  sulrution. 
IliiTing  been  lured  away  from  the  manly  paths  of  rectitude  and  sobri- 
ety, hia  soul  and  body  become  fit  spiritual  media  for  the  brutal  mau- 
ifestatioDS  of  the  "  old  Cognac"  and  "old  Bourbon,"  be  compromises 
his  professional  character  and  standing,  and  literally  barters  himself  to 
tbe  Prince  of  Darkness.  Hia  heart  becomes  corrupted,  his  eye  no 
longer  sparkles  aa  a  radiant  index  of  the  soul's  nobility,  and  that  aw- 
fal  state  of  meutal  depravity  follows,  wherein  no  ray  of  moral  light, 
it  seems,  can  ever  penetrate  to  illume  the  fallen,  degraded  "Temple 
of  the  Living  God"  again.  Tbe  hand  trembling  in  conseqaence  of 
deep  potations,  tbe  uneasy  step  and  tottering  gait,  the  maudlin  bac- 
chanalia  of  insipid  jest  and  drunken  song,  from  the  fumes  of  liquor  ia 
the  brain,  an  artificial  madness,  are  these  proper  requisites  for  a  miu' 
ister  of  mercy  ? 

Where  ia  tbe  cool  head,  the  calculating  and  discriminating  percep- 
tion? Where  is  the  steady  hand,  whose  offices  should  be  dictated 
by  the  decisions  of  judgment,  and  moved  by  the  impulse  of  duty? 
They  arc  not  in  tbe  possession  of  a  drunken  doctor,  or  tbe  physidaD 
who  indulges  freely  in  the  intoxicating  glass  without  visible  signs  of 

I  inebriation.  For  can  tbe  poisoned  admiuisler  to  those  who  have  taken 
poison?  Can  "the  blind  lead  the  blind?"  No.  Tbe  leader  must 
finally  full  iuto  the  ditch,  and  the  p.ilient  into  tbe  grave  I  It  baa 
been  said,  and  with  some  appearance  of  truth,  that  well-disposed,  warm- 
bearted  men  are  most  liable  to  be  led  away  into  tbe  meshes  of  draak- 
ess.     A  proverb  as  old  aa  poor  Richard's  maxims,  was  somewhat 

I  OD  this  wise,  "  wo  Beldom  see  a  mean  mao  taka  to  drink."    PhydciftDB 
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as  a,  class  are  a,  generoas  natiired  race  of  beiags.  Maulcind  draw  8o 
largely  upon  their  sympathies,  that  liberal  convivioUty  and  good  cheer 
eonstitute  a  kind  of  social  edacation  with  them.  They  take  mostpar- 
ticalar  and  special  delight  in  such  detightfal  scenes,  coaseqiiently  their 
temptatioQB  are  mauifold,  and  hence  the  coostaut  exercise  of  circum- 
spectioa  in  all  their  movements  is  highly  necessary.  This  is  our  only 
means  of  self-preserTation.  For  there  is  no  occnpation  where  men  are 
more  punished  by  public  sentiment  for  a  dereliction  of  morality  or 
duty,  than  that  to  which  we  belong.  We  are  perpetually  watched, 
and  our  every  aclioa  and  speech  is  weighed  in  the  balance,  approved 
or  condemned  every  day,  even  by  those  who  are  in  numerous  instan- 
ces not  at  all  competent  to  judge.  We  frequently  gain  credit  when 
wc  do  not  deserve  it,  and  many  black  marks  arc  recorded  against  os 
unjustly,  for  it  is  true  that  public  ignorance  is  often  the  arbiter  of 
profesaiooai  intelligence.  Such  being  the  very  uncertain  condition  of 
our  rewards  and  punishments  while  on  this  earth,  it  is  our  bouuden 
duty  to  protect  onrselses  by  increasing  the  force  of  a  dignified  moral 
resistance  to  temptations  of  all  sorts. 

Drunkenness  is  the  great  "Black  Hole,"  wherein  many  of  our 
brethren  have  fallen,  who  were  by  nature  and  education  fitted  to  be- 
came bright  and  shining  ornaments  of  civilization. 

But  the  tempter  came,  and  with  its  delusive  enchantment  caused 
them  to  fall.  Beware  of  this  1  Bare  in  mind  this  general  rule,  which 
we  contend  Ciinnot  be  successfully  contradicted— the  man  who  invites 
you  into  a  tippling  house  to  drink  and  carouse  with  him,  however  he 
may  regard  yon  personally,  would  be  the  last  person  to  call  yon  to 
bis  bed-side  if  he  happened  to  be  taken  violently  ill.  To  be  sure  he 
would  not  hesitate  to  ask  your  advice  as  to  the  getting  rid  of  a  few 
troublesome  warts  and  corns,  but  in  weightier  matters  he  will  much 
prefer  a  medical  gentleman  whose  bead  is  cool,  and  whose  hand  is 
steady,  and  whose  mind  has  never  had  its  equilibrium  disturbed  by  the 
hellish  fires  of  intoxicating  liquors.  What  would  you  think  of  a  doc- 
tor who  enters  the  hallowed  chamber  of  innocence  and  virtue,  to  at^ 
tend  a  sick  maiden,  with  the  abominable  stink  of  whiskey  in  his  breath, 
with  drmiken  swagger,  feeling  his  way  to  the  side  of  his  suffering 
charge?  What  would  your  opinion  be  of  a  man  who  calls  himself  a 
physician,  who  is  called  to  superintend  the  entrance  of  "a  little 
stranger"  into  this  world,  and  in  case  of  great  difficuliy  and  alarm 
to  endeavor  to  save  the  mother  ard  the  child,  or  to  justly  sacrifice 
the  latter  for  the  sai'ety  of  the  former,  while  be.  himself,  is  iu  a  state 
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even  partial  Intoxication  7  What  woald  be  yoar  condeinnatiouT 
Who  would  coantenance  an  important  operatioa  in  snrgerj  hy  a  sor- 
geoD  "in  hia  caps  V  Who  would  call  him  even  to  extract  a  tooth? 
Yet,  my  fellow  etadents,  your  hnmble  writer  has  witncKied  the  scaaea 
that  pi'orapted  all  of  the  foregoing  qnestiona.  We  refer  jou  to  jour  own 
recollection  for  further  instances  of  the  same  sort.  They  have  been  en- 
acted all  aronnd  us,  to  our  shame  and  disgrace.  Let  ns  be  the  instru- 
ment, by  the  force  of  salutary  precept  and  example,  to  rid  oorselves  of 
the  dread  incubus,  intemperance.  The  duty  is  a  most  responsible  one, 
for  in  contending  agaiuat  this  great  enemy  to  the  peace  and  happi- 
ness of  the  human  family,  we  will  have  to  fight  the  mercenary  hire- 
lings  of  its  cause  and  the  most  depraved  characters  of  our  fellow  be- 
ings, who  for  purpose  of  gain  deal  out  the  "liquid  fire"  from  the  mad- 
dening bowl,  drugging  and  dragging  the  image  of  Qod  down  to  the 
level  of  bestiality.  We  are  vitally  inturested  in  this  matter,  religioua- 
ly,  morally  and  pecuniarily.  Who  can  do  more  towards  reforming  the 
various  communities  in  which  they  live,  than  thoroughly  educated,  ac- 
complislied,  aud  humane  physicians  ?  Our  moral  and  religious  iufin- 
ence  should  be  felt  for  good.  Let  us  throw  our  whole  weight  iu  the 
scale  and  bear  down  all  opposition  of  evil.  Befluct  fur  a  moment, 
who  has  to  bear  the  brunt  of  consequences  of  drunkenness  outside  of 
the  profession.  Are  rifled  huts  aud  straw  pallets  of  misery  that  we 
bave  to  visit,  no  argumeuts  in  favor  of  total  abstinence  ?  Are  roofless 
cabins,  fireless  hovels,  with  foodlesa,  rickety  tables,  and  death  in  des- 
titution and  want,  abject  and  horrible,  no  warning  to  make  others 
ehun  the  ways  of  the  drunkard?  Unpaid  bills  come  in  for  food  and 
medicine  (to  say  nothing  of  services,)  from  our  humble  ti'easury.  The 
physic  given  without  a  spoon  to  give  it  in,  wbile  the  woes  of  fallen 
man  cry  alond  lo  the  fell-destroyer,  "This  is  thy  work."  Then  let  it 
be  our  purpose  to  spread  the  influence  of  temperance  on  all  sides  aud 
onder  all  eirunmstaaces. 

Furnish  io  yonr  own  lives  a  divine  exe  mpli  flea  tin  n  of  the  blessinga 
of  total  abstinence,  for  the  redemption  of  our  species  and  for  the  glory 
of  scientific  men.  ' 

We  have  a  class  of  persons  in  our  midst,  who,  by  the  laws  of  civili- 
zation, are  excluded  from  the  pale  of  refined  and  virtuous  society,  aod 
with  whom  men  have  but  little  to  do,  save  for  purposes  of  criminal 
association  aud  iuterconrsc.  Fallen  angels,  "who  held  not  lo  their 
first  estate,"  but  were  seduced  from  the  haunts  of  virtue,  down  into 
tha  pit  of  everlasting  destraction.    How  they  first  dawned  into  Ufa 
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the  love-frnit  of  infancy  and  innocence,  and  were  reared  by  the  liaada 
of  tenderness  and  affection  upon  warm  and  maternal  bosoms,  How 
they  grsw  into  the  beanty  and  fascinating  attractiveness  of  blushing 
womanhood,  little  dreaming  what  awfnl  thing;;  the  future,  for  them,  held 
in  store.  And  now  their  fair  names  blotted  out,  lost — forever  lost — 
their  sense  of  virtue  and  delicacy  in  great  measure  destroyed,  they  are 
abandoned  outcasts  from  all  decency,  and  inhabitaats  of  the  sewers  of 
infamy  and  shame.  Save  and  except  some  roving  prodigals  who 
"spend  their  substance  in  riotous  living,"  and  in  keeping  up  these 
dena  of  prostilntion,  none  bnt  the  medical  man  is  allowed  by  public 
opinion  to  enter  therein,  and  then  only  in  case  of  sickness,  Tlie  min- 
isters of  the  Gospel,  who  might  be  conEcientiously  interested  in  tha 
work  of  bringing  baek  Ihe  many  unfortanates  to  virtue,  if  they  do  but 
seek  them  for  that  pnrpose,  the  righteous  frown  npon  the  preachers 
for  such  designs,  and  consider  their  holy  robes  defiled  from  simple  con- 
tact of  those  whom  they  are  seeking  to  redeem.  Hence  it  is  that  the 
abandoned  female  is  abandoned  indeed,  and  cursed  withont  the  l>ene- 
fit  of  ihe  clergy,  while  the  seducer  can  go  on  sinniug  npon  sin,  and 
when  he  dies  have  some  superb  monument  to  perpetuate  his  sterling 
virtues.  The  seducer  becomes  embalmed  "in  stoned  urn,"  while  the 
seduced  ends  her  days  in  shame,  and  is  buried  in  the  Potter's  field 
bequeathed  to  a  medical  college,  and  eventnally  finds  her  resting 
place  in  Golgotha,  It  is  not  our  poipose  lo  mnrmnr  at  the  decrees 
of  society.  We  would  not  try  to  uproot  any  of  its  laws.  In  the  lat- 
ter instance  the  punishment  is  just  and  merited.  It  might,  compara- 
tively speaking,  be  a  little  too  severe,  because  she  is  placed  without 
the  pale  of  repentance  and  reformation,  while  her  paramour  is  hardly 
required  to  repent,  much  less  to  reform.  His  sovereign  panacea  for  a 
loose  reputation  is  to  form  a  matrimonial  alliance  with  decency  and 
respectability.  So  it  is  that  the  weaker  vessel  is  frowned  down,  and 
even  out  of  the  pews  of  the  church  of  Christ,  condemned,  everlasting- 
ly condemned,  and  the  stronger  receives  his  rewards.  Physicians  are 
th?  only  privileged  persons,  who  are  allowed  to  minister  to  this  terri- 
bly unlortunate  race  of  prostitutes.  When  sickness,  or  accident, 
makes  them  invalids,  the  doctor's  advice  is  immediately  sought,  and 
if  he  is  a  good  man,  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  his  holy  call- 
ing, he  has  it  in  his  power  to  do  much  toward  ameliorating  the  con- 
dition of  these  unfriended  ontcasts.  What  a  vast  field  for  the  work- 
ings of  a  true  philanthropy  if  men  only  had  the  moral  courage  to  em- 
bark in  it  withont  fear  of  having  their  motives  qnestioued  ?    There 
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are  haodreds  and  thousands  of  yoiiug  women  who  hare  just  entered 
the  inapy  pnriieus  of  profligacy  from  the  force  of  neceBsity,  almost. 
Having  been  hlessed  with  education,  and  with  refined  and  cultivated 
manners,  and  whosB  charms,  alasl  only  sparkled  to  delude  themselves, 
bosoms  yearning  with  tender  anxiety  for  a  higher  aad  purer  life, 
which  one  false  step  has  eternally  denied  them,  They  are  anxious  to 
forego  the  falsely  styled  pleasures  of  vice,  if  they  were  only  allowed 
to  repent  und  reform.  The  memory  of  ruined  families,  the  sacrilege 
committed  upon  the  fair  names  of  virtuous  mothers  and  doting  fathers. 
The  poignant  reflections  which  inevitably  spring  up  in  consequence  of 
the  terrible  inisUemeauors  of  which  the  abandoned  have  been  guilty. 
Think  you  that  even  harlots  do  not  feel?  Yes,  they  do.  They  are 
human  as  well  as  we.  Many  of  them  would  *ek  new  homes  and  as- 
Booiations  were  it  not  that  this  dread  came  of  "  bawds"  will  follow 
them,  mocking  each  effort  towards  their  uwn  regeueration.  Do  not 
think,  my  brethren,  that  1  would  hold  that  society  shoald  be  made  to 
receive  ooe  of  these  fallen  creatures  into  its  midst.  I  would  advance 
no  project  which  should  be  calculated  to  compromise  virtue  in  its  cod- 
tact  with  vice.  But  I  do  say  that  as  physicians  are  the  only  privileged 
class  employed  in  visiting  these  mothers  and  daughters  of  shame,  they, 
by  their  moral  influence,  can  do  much  towards  bringing  about  some  sys- 
tem of  moral  redemption.  For,  although  the  church  makes  itself 
the  instrument  of  receiving  all  manner  of  repentance  from  man,  yet 
the  poor,  weak,  and  despised  woman,  it  seems,  is  seldom  ever  included 
in  the  minister's  prayerful  supplication  to  the  Throne  of  Mercy  I  Ood 
A-lmighty  in  the  flesh  said  to  the  woman  who  followed  him,  eeekiog 
hisblesiing,  "  thy  sinsareforgiven  thee.  Go  and  sin  no  more."  Shall 
mortal  man  be  more  just  than  God  ?  Proad  man,  who  mad^thee  a 
judge  and  an  executioner  ?  It  would  be  well,  then,  for  those  who  are 
filled  with  the  divine  essence  of  philanthropy,  to  devise  some  means  in 
which  the  fallen  creature  can  live  in  a  redeemed  community  by  them- 
selves, engaged  in  industrial  pursuits,  build  moral  societies  among 
themselves,  and  erect  one  common  altar  to  receive  the  offerings  of  re- 
pentance for  past  misdeeds  and  pledges  for  future  good  conduct.  Let 
them  have  ilieir  reforms  from  tlie  circle  of  those  who  have  been  instru- 
mental in  dragging  them  down  from  the  high  pinnacle  of  virtue  and 
chastity.  The  world  must  grow  better  and  better  every  day.  What 
the  ministers  of  a  holy  religion  are  not  permitted  to  be,  the  moralist 
must  perform,  and  hence  the  privileged  class,  as  moral  devotees,  can 
do  mnch  that  the  former  have  uodoae.     You  will  frequently  be  called 
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to  attenci  the  fallen  Bisters,  under  circumstances  of  affliction  of  various 
kinds.  It  in  under  such  a  state  of  mind  and  body  lliat  tbe  beart  feels 
most  keenly  a  Bense  of  its  unworthiness.  Remorse  of  conscience  seta 
in  and  contributes  much  to  the  violence  of  each  and  every  malady. 
There  are  honrs  when  the  sonl  recoils  upon  itself,  with  horror  at  its 
own  deep  defjcradation,  and  throngh  a  vale  of  tears  the  immortal 
emerges,  yearning  for  brighter  days  and  a  better  reward  than  is  to  be 
found  while  receiving  "the  wages  of  sin."  There  xa  the  accepted  time 
to  give  yonr  good  advice  and  make  yonr  morality  and  religion  tbe 
means  of  their  liberation.  I  repeat,  again,  what  a  vast  field  for  the 
constant  exercise  of  true  philanthropy.  Let  the  fallen  angels  be  col- 
onized on  the  Botany  Bay  principle.  Perhaps  a  race  of  moral  heroes 
shall  spring  from  the  ashes  of  virtue. 

There  is  a  religion  of  life  which  has  not  its  commencement  from  the 
formal  introduction  of  onr  names  ou  the  roll-book  in  the  tabernacle  of 
chnrch  or  sect;  that  religion  may  be  a  good  or  it  may  be  a  bad  relig- 
ion. Tbe  true  religion  of  the  profession  of  medicine  is  intelligent, 
kind,  peaceful,  noble,  and  universal.  It  has  its  origin  in  the  pure,  na- 
tive longings  of  the  soul  to  wear  the  crown  for  good  actions  here.  It 
is  bound  by  no  laws  of  selfishness  and  restricted  by  no  mock  formality. 
It  rejoices  over  the  trinmplis  of  art  against  disease,  and  weeps  npon 
the  bier  of  man's  last  crnmbling  remains.  It  is  the  religion  of  the 
man  of  science  and  hnnianity,  for  there  is  God  in  science,  and  Heaven 
in  the  heart  of  him  who  exercises  it,  dnty  in  one  hand  and  charity  in 
the  other.  It  shonid  be  with  us  tbe  most  noble  precept  and  practice, 
the  practical  workings  of  Christianity.  Let  our  mission  be  to  I 
the  broken-hearted,  succor  the  distressed,  raise  the  fallen,  and  to  make 
ourselves,  as  far  as  possible,  a  sovereign  antidote  to  al!  the  ills  of  life. 
We  shoald  be  teachers  of  morality,  becanse  we  know  and  can  demon- 
strate the  effects  of  immorality.  We  slionld  be  exemplars  of  religion 
for  the  sake  of  doing  credit  to  our  own  intelligence.  Our  faith  in  our 
Heavenly  Father  mnst  be  founded  "on  a  rock,"  and  while  we  i 
amid  the  changing  scenes  of  this  probationary  state,  through  troubles, 
cares,  and  weighty  responsibilities,  let  ns  never  forget  oar  professional 
morality  and  religion.     Adieu! 
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THE  PROFESSION  AND  HOMCBOPATHY. 

It  is  not  because  we  are  in  love  with  this  sobjcct  that  we  again 
take  it  up  in  our  editorial  pages — the  contrary,  rather,  is  the  case; 
the  topic  is  naaseous  in  all  its  aspects  and  relations.    It  is  only  be- 


caus6  we  honestly  believe  that  a  great  principle  Is  involved  in  oar  day, 
by  tlie  attitude  iuto  wUich  the  pecaliar  species  of  qaackery  termed 
Homosopiitby  has  Vieea  brought  relatively  to  the  science  of  Medicine, 
that  we  coutiune  to  coosider  it. 

Differing  opioions  have  found  espressiou  through  th<i  mediam  of 
this  Journal,  from  professional  friends  whom  we  truly  honor  and  es- 
teeai;  and  the  discussion  has  been  condneted  upon  the  most  courteoua 
and  pleasant  footing.  Onr  own  views  have  undergone  not  the  slightest 
alteration  since  our  first  article  of  this  tenor  {March  11th,  1858),  ei- 
cept  it  be  that  we  feul  more  strongly  than  ever  how  much  the  young- 
er members  of  our  profession  must  suffer,  if  the  public  be  given  to 
understand  that  homceopathists  are  met  by  m  in  any  way  whereby  it 
eliall  be  interpreted  that  we  recognize  them  aa  our  peers  in  medieiue. 

This  phase  of  the  question  may  not — we  would  say  cannot — accord- 
ing to  the  present  indications,  present  itself  clearly  to  Euch  gentlemen 
of  oor  order  as  see  no  obstacle  to  holding  consultations  with  homteop- 
atbiits.  Bnt  to  allow  the  latter  practice  to  prevail,  and  have  the 
aanction  of  the  wise  and  good  and  revered  of  the  legitimate  profesaion, 
is  a  suicidal  act,  whose  consequences  will  recoil  ou  the  young  and  mid- 
dle-aged amongst  us,  and  on  our  EucceEsors  indefinitely. 

It  ia,  we  confess,  refreshing  to  us  to  read  of  the  manly  and  strictly 
honorable  coarse  pursued  in  this  matter  by  the  profession  abroad, 
In  Great  Britain,  it  would  seem  that  the  sentiment  and  feeling  are 
uiianimons  as  to  the  bearing  which  should  be  maintained  by  true  phy- 
sicians toward  charlatans  of  every  grade.  Of  late,  by  a  coincidence 
worth  remarking,  the  Lanat  and  certain  other  Bi'ittsh  medical  period- 
icals have  boldly  declared  their  sentiments  upon  holding  consultations 
of  any  description  with  homceopathists.  For  ourselves,  we  aro  con- 
strained to  adopt  to  the  full  extent  the  strong  and  noble  language 
used  by  the  Laiuil.  Why,  it  may  pertinently  be  asked,  should  honest 
and  regnlar  physiciaus  hold  any  parley  whatever  iu  this  matter! 
What  have  we  in  common  with  horateopathiats  aa  regards  our  med- 
ical belief  and  practice?  ^Notbiug,  so  far  as  we  are  aware.  What 
motive,  tiien,  con  properly  be  pleaded  for  cstending  the  slightest 
eocourageraeut  to  men  whose  every  aim  is  to  supplant  ns;  and  worse 
tbau  all,  who  nearly  always  endeavor  to  effect  their  ends  by  false  pre- 
tences ?  It  is  very  much  like  warming  vipers  in  our  bosoms,  who  wlU 
sting  us  to  death,  if  they  can,  without  the  slightest  compunction.  It 
ia  troe,  we  believe  that  the  time  will  come,  and  that  before  long,  wlien 
this  false  system  will  expose  itself  still  more  completely  than  has 
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hitberto  been  the  caee;   but  no  Tavor  oaght,  for  a  moment,  to  be 
Khown  to  the  upholders  thereof,  in  any  manner,  or  by  any  honest  man. 

In  this  connection  we  again  take  pleasure  in  referring  to  the  admi- 
rable liltie  work  just  issued  from  this  olBce,  entitled  ''Quackery  TJn- 
maKked."  Dr.  King,  of  Taunton,  in  this  state,  its  anthor,  has  clearly 
and  tersely  set  forth  the  different  forms  of  that  Protean  evil  which 
overruns  our  land,  and  to  whidi  many  of  "the  ills  ivbit-h  flesh  is  heir 
to"  may  unqaestionably  be  traced.  We  are  the  more  gratified  again 
to  nse  terms  of  liigh  commendation  in  speaking  of  the  woric,  from  hav- 
ing seen  a  flippant  and  consequential  criticism — if  indeed  the  notice 
deserves  that  name — in  a  late  number  of  the  Boston  Joamal — of  the 
25th  inst,  we  believe.  The  tone  of  the  few  lines  there  vouchsafed  us 
is,  indeed,  olfogether  beneath  the  author's  or  our  own  notice — and  we 
merely  mention  them  to  show  how  common  it  has  become  for  every 
petty  scribbler  to  talk  pompously  about  things  out  of  his  province. 
When,  as  in  this  case,  one  of  the  tribe  presumes  to  charge  a  highly  1 
intelligent  physician,  of  long  and  varied  experience,  much  acumen,  and 
DO  little  literary  ability,  "with  a  great  want  of  minute  and  exact  in- 
formation concerning  the  topic  of  which  he  professes  to  treat,"  and  ' 
iiBBertB,  also,  that  he  is  "hasty"  ami  "pnperBcial,"  wc  are  inclined  to  ■ 
laDgh  rather  than  be  indignant.  Wc  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  any 
person,  professional  or  lay,  who  will  read  Dr.  King's  book,  will  not  I 
only  prononiice  a  different  verdict  from  the  prejndiced  one  referred  to, 
bnt  will  be  entertained  by  the  pleasing,  quaint  sljle  natural  to  iho 
wriler,  and  instructed  by  his  communications.  The  hook  is  eminently 
one  wliich  may  advantageously  be  read  at  large  in  the  community. 
An  impartial  judgment  from  the  public  would  easily  set  aside  the  I 
half-patronizing,  half-sneering  estimate  of  the  daily  journal  quoted. 

A  large  part  of  Dr.  King's  book  is  devoted  to  the  examination  of 
homiEopatby,  which  just  now  takes  the  lead  of  the  motley  array  of 
quackery — marching  somewhat  in  advance  of,  but  still  in  company 
with  the  adherents  of  so-called  Indian  Metliciue,  Mesmerism,  Spiritual 
"  healing  mediums,"  &c.  We  think  his  ajwsi  of  the  system  at  once 
JQst,  clear  and  convincing. 

We  referred  to  the  statements  of  the  Lancel,  and  to  the  tborongh  ! 
condemnation  which  all  connivance  with  homoeopathy  meets  with  i 
Great  Britain.  A  few  extracts  from  the  above-mentioned  journal  will 
prove  onr  assertions.  The  chief  thing  which  has  lately  brought  the 
question  of  consnltatioo,  by  regular  physicians  and  surgeous  with 
homceopathists,  into  discussion  in  England,  is  an  instance  in  which  Hr. 
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Fergusaon,  the  distingaished  sorgeon,  was  called  npon  to  see  a  patient 
afflicted  both  with  retention  of  nrine  and  an  homteopathic  medical  at- 
lenttant.  Now  we  nre  prepared  at  once  to  say  that  a  surgical  case 
of  this  nature  hua  qaite  a  difierent  aspect  and  quite  other  reqaire- 
loenis  than  a  purely  medical  one  has;  and  if,  as  is  most  probably  nearly 
I  always  true,  the  homccopathic  practitioner  does  not  know  Low  to  pass 
I  a  catheter,  some  competent  man  must  be  sent  for.  It  ts  very  differ- 
«nt,  however,  in  medical  cases.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Fergusson,  it 
'  Beeras  mueh  indignation  had  been  expressed,  becanse  it  was  appre- 
'  bended  that  he  liad  countenanced  h<im<Bopathic  pretence  by  hts  pres- 
ence and  aid.  In  order,  however,  to  clear  himgelf  from  such  an  nn- 
foanded  aspersion,  Mr.  FergassoD  says,  in  the  Lanctt  of  May  8th, 
1858,  "I  accompanied  Dr,  Bell  to  Lincolnshire,  oa  the  26th  of  Feb- 
rnary  last,  to  see  an  ui^nt  snt^icnl  case.  I  have  not  seen  the  patient 
since.  I  do  not  consult  with  bomceopaths;  and  I  am  not,  and  never 
have  been,  in  attendance  on  a  Xoble  Duke  in  conjunction  with  a  ho- 
mteopath.  I  have  no  faith  in  horoceopathy.  I  give  no  encouragement 
to  homoeopaths  to  consult  me.  I  never  refuse  my  surgical  assistance 
when  it  is  called  for  in  any  urgent  or  important  case;  and  were  a 
fatal  result  to  arise  from  any  neglect  of  mine,  I  shonid  coDsider  my  con- 
dact  nnjustifiable." 

Buch  sargical  assistance  can  in  no  vise  be  termed  amfuUalion  with 
homffiopBthists.  The  scrgeon's  daty  in  similar  cases  is  clear.  It  is 
very  different  where  a  plea  of  surgical  interference  is  set  up,  when  the 
surgeon  thereby  advises,  continues  in  attendance,  and  goes  hand  in 
hand  with  the  homceopalhlc  practitioner.  Compare  such  a  course 
with  Mr.  Fergusson's  manly,  honorable  and  straight-forward  one — 
\  the  Icssou  is  worth  the  reading. 

And  in  this  connection  the  comments  of  the  Lanctt  of  May  I5tb, 
1858,  are  pertinent: 

"The  profession  will  of  course  rejoice  to  bear  this  disavowal  of  any 

\  co-operation  with  charlatanry  from  Mr.  Fergnsson.    We  agree  with 

'  him  that  when  a  surgeon  is  called  upon  for  his  assistance  in  an  urgent 

case,  he  is  bound  to  give  it,  fro  hac  via,  even  if  he  knew  a  charlatan 

to  be  in  attendance.     Humane  consideration  for  the  ignorance  or  folly 

of  the  snfferer  will  dictate  to  the  surgeon  the  propriety  of  aiding  him 

in  his  extremity.     But  there  his  duty  begins  and  ends.     He  must  not 

refuse  to  listen  to  tlie  call  of  a  sick  man;  cor  must  he  go  one  step  bc- 

I  yond  this  obvious  duty.    So  deference  to  the  station  of  the  patient, 

I  so  appeal  from  the  patient's  friends,  no  circumstances  ought  to  induce 


the  Burgeon  for  one  moment  to  lend  his  coaattioaDce,  actively  or  pan-  | 
sively,  really  or  ostensibly,  to  the  flanction  of  what  he  believes  to  be 
imposture  aad  fraod.  When  he  has  ministered  la  the  relief  of  tbe  pa- 
tient, he  should  retire  nnless  the  cjnack  be  dismissed;  for  should  be  re- 
main, if  only  to  look  on,  and  thus  far  participate  in  the  treatment 
vhiuh  is  dictated  by  an  associated  charlatan,  from  that  momeut  he  is 
imperilling  his  own  character;  he  is  guilty  of  treason  to  his  profession; 
he  is  au  accomplice  in  the  iniquity  of  eheatiug  a  credulous  sick  man; 
tie  is  bolstering  np  a  lie  and  a  fraud,  by  giving  it  the  semblance  of  the  ' 
coantenance  of  science." 

"We  are  further  of  opinion  that  iu  no  cose  can  a  medical  practi- 
tioner be  fairly  expected  to  meet  a  charlatnu  in  deliberale  coDsiiit&-  \ 
tiitn.  Such  a  proceeding  is  so  obviously  a  farce,  insulting  to  the  med- 
ical practitioner,  and  utterly  fruitless  of  good  to  the  patient,  that 
nothing  short  of  a  combination  of  dishonesty  on  the  one  part,  and  of 
fatuity  on  the  other,  can  ever  bring  such  a  disgraaeful  absurdity  into 
action." 

And  a  little  farther  on,  we  iiave  the  following  remarks  from  the 
same  source,  and  which  vfe  most  heartily  endorse: 

"Our  brethren  in  all  parts  of  the  kii^i^doLn  have  indeed  shown  an 
admirable  espril  de  corps  in  qnestions  of  this  kind.     They  are  entitled 
to  a  reciprocation  of  the  hke  sentiments  from  their  metropolitHo  breth-   I 
ren.     There  must  be  no  dallying,  no  trilling  in  u  matter  that  now    | 
touches  the  most  vital  interests  of  the  profession  and  the  cause  of  sci-  ' 
ence.     Every  medical  society,  every  body  in  which  medical  pracd-    | 
tioners  are  associated,  ought  to  pass  resolutions  binding  its  members 
in  no  way  to  countenance  homoeopathic,  mesmeric,  or  any  other  form 
of  quackery;  but  to  repudiate  it  utterly  and  for  ever.     Such  resolu"    I 
tions  would  be  strictly  Hippocratic  iu  spirit;  they  would  be  in  perfect 
harmony  with  the  oaths  and  pledges  given  on  accepting  the  diplomas 
of  the  colleges;  they  are  now  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  clearly  de- 
Gning  the  duties  of  honorable  practitioners  of  medicine  towards  them- 
selves, their  profession,  and  tbe  public.     With  these  duties  couched 
in  unequivocal  language,  and  emphatically  recognized  by  every  one 
thronghout  all  ranks  of  the  profession,  the  honor  and  dignity  of  Med- 
icine will  be  vindicated;  each  member  will  feel  that,  in  acting  op  to   I 
this  spirit,  he  is  supported  by  the  active  sympathy  of  his  brethren; 
and  the  man  who  transgresses  will  feel  that  he  has  placed  an  impoGS-   I 
able  barrier  between  himself  and  the  profession  he  has  betrayed. 

"  We  say  again,  that  the  hoar  has  come  when  every  man  who  claims 
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*to  be  oae  of  ns  maet  choose  his  path.     It  is  clear  and  straight  before 

"  Sunt  certi  denique  fines, 
Quoa  nltra  citraque  cequit  coDsietere  rectara." 

"Theproverb  tellans  that  we  mn^  jadge  of  a  man  by  hiscompHnions. 
He  who  herds  with  qnaebs — he  who  stoops  to  pick  up  a  dirty  fee 
proffBrod  iu  coiisaltation  with  a  homceopath — accepts  a  liribe  to  be- 
tray his  brethren,  and  forfeits  all  cldim  to  profeaaionai,  and,  we  will 
add,  to  public  respect.  Such  men  the  profeaaiou  will  deapise  and  cast 
out  from  amongst  them." 

In  the  same  namber  of  the  Lariat,  Mr.  John  Lizars,  of  Edinburgh, 
referring  to  the  case  in  which  Mr,  Fergnsson  was  implicated,  writes 
as  follows: 

"  I  have  myself  been  frequently  called  into  surgical  cases,  in  which 
I  operated,  although  I  knew  that  the  patient  had  been  under  homo^o- 
pathic  treatment,  but  the  homceopaths  themselves  I  have  never  met, 
nor  had  ever  any  dealings  with." 

In  a  sub.oeqnent  number  of  the  Lancet,  we  find  certain  rules  bearing 
on  this  question  of  consultation,  which  were  adopted  by  the  Manches- 
ter Medico-Ethical  AsHociation,  icn  years  since.  Two  of  these  we  re- 
.  print,  "No  member  shall  practise,  professedly  or  exclusively,  bomte- 
\  opatliy,  hydropathy  or  mesmerism."  The  other  is  from  their  "Code 
I  of  Etiquette": — "No  member  shall  meet  in  consultation  any  medical 
practitioner  who  may  be  inadmissible,  by  the  operation  of  the  by-laws, 
pection  1,  as  a  member  of  this  association." 

Still  more  strong  is  the  language  of  two  resolntioos  passed  on  the 
21st  of  May,  at  a  meeting  of  the  South  Midland  Branch  of  the  Brit- 
ish Medical  Af^oclation,  viz.: 

"Resoleed,  That  so  long  as  a  system  has  no  higher  philosophy  than 
the  jargon  of  'Hmilia  similibui  cara-ntur,'  nor  sounder  chemistry  than 
the  delusion  of '  infinite  dynamization,'  it  is  degrading  to  a  man  of  edu- 
cation to  be  connected  with  it.  He,  therefore,  who  consents  to  con- 
loltation  with  homeopaths,  he  they  impostora  or  dupes,  forfeits  the 
respect  of  his  proressionnl  brethren  and  hid  membership  of  this  branch 
of  the  British  Medical  Association, 

"  Stsoleed,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  that  no  honorable 
Kman,  whether  physician  or  surgeon,  can  meet  in  consultation  a  homre- 
P'Opathic  practitioner,  or,  as  such,  act  in  conjunction  with  him." 

The  extracts  which  we  have. made  show  the  intensity  of  the  feeling 
I -aQiversally  manifested  in  Great  Britain  upon  this  subject.    We  Ibisk 
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it  is  rightfallj  shown  and  coarageoosly  expressed;  and  we  regret  to 
add  that  the  proceedings  of  the  medical  societies  we  have  cited,  stand 
in  marked  and  creditable  contrast  to  the  lakewarmness  manifested  bv 
similar  associations  in  this  country.  Nowhere,  surely,  is  there  more 
crying  need  of  stringent  action  than  among  onrselves;  and  gladly 
wonld  we  recall,  were  we  able,  any  discussion  which  ever  attained  an 
effectiTe  result  in  our  own  medical  societies,  either  District  or  State. 
The  last  tim3  the  matter  was  brought  before  the  Suffolk  District  So- 
ciety, it  afforded  a  theme  for  a  little  drowsy  conversation  and  feeble 
pleasantry — enough,  in  view  of  the  importance  of  the  question  to  the 
interests  of  all  true  physicians,  to  sicken  the  latter  with  our  inefficien- 
cy in  action,  and  discourage  the  large  class  of  honest,  industrious,  ill- 
requited  laborers  in  our  medical  field.  Cannot  a  different  spirit  pre- 
vail— and  should  not  the  consciousness  that  our  rights  are  violated, 
stimolate  ns  to  seek  and  apply  the  remedy? — Boston  Ji.  and  S.  Jour. 


Dr.  Martyn  Paine's  Institates  of  Medicine. 

[  The  Virginia,  Medical  Journal  has  done  itself  honor  by  the  follow- 
ing just  and  generous  tribnte  to  our  neighbor.  Professor  Martyn  Paine, 
which  is  prefixed  to  an  extract  from  his  Appendix  to  the  "  Institutes 
of  Medicine."] 

In  these  degenerate  days,  when  all  men  bow  to  the  sway  of  public 
opinion,  and  are  more  prone,  alas!  to  be  ruled  by  policy  than  to  follow 
the  guidance  of  reason  and  judgment;  in  these  latter  days — when  the 
Toice  of  the  peo[)le  is  the  voice  of  God,  we,  at  least,  should  not  with- 
hold our  praise  from  him  who  fears  not  to  stem  the  current  of  popular 
opinion,  and  who  strikes  a  bold  blow  in  defence  of  the  right.  How- 
ever we  may  wonder  at  his  hardihood,  and  hesitate  to  follow  his  rash 
example,  we  involuntarily  admire  this  uncompromising  devotion  to  his 
own  doctrines,  and  respect  the  courage  we  are  too  timid  to  imitate. 

The  author  of  the  work  we  have  now  under  consideration  is  em- 
phatically such  a  man  as  we  have  endeavored  to  describe.  At  a  period 
in  the  history  of  medicine,  when  the  mind  of  the  profession  is  running 
like  a  torrent,  under  the  guidance  of  Andral,  Louis,  and  the  other  bril- 
liant leaders  of  the  pathological  anatomists,  into  the  humoral  theory  of 
disease — when,  too,  the  reaction  against  the  heroic  school  of  practice 
had  reached  to  such  an  extent  as  to  favor  the  rise  and  temporary  success 
of  the  infinitesimal  dogma;  and  more  important  than  all — when  the 
progress  of  organic  chemistry  is  startling  the  minds  of  men  with  its 
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bold  iunovalions  and  brilliant  theories  in  physiology  and  pathology,  it 
■  Iras  then  that  Dr.  Martyo  Paiae,  almost  aloae,  with  uothing  to  sup- 
kort  him  save  his  indomitable  energy,  his  great  learniD^,  and  his  in- 
repid  heart,  stood  up  before  the  medical  world  in  defeace  of  the  wan- 
ing school  of  vital  physiologists  and  the  time-hoaored  eolidiem  of  Stahl 
and  Hunter.  When  medicim  expectanti  was  most  triumphant,  he  still 
advocated  blood-letting  and  the  administration  of  remedies  on  the 
boldest  scale.  When  Liebig,  Thompson  and  Lehmann  nnite  in  leading 
the  stndeat  through  the  attractive  investigations  and  plausible  thcoriea 
of  zoochemistry,  Dr.  Paine  still  gallantly  defends  the  creed  of  Bichat 
and  the  vitalista  against  all  comers,  and  charges  boldly  and  effectively 
upon  the  ever  increasing  ranks  of  the  homeral  pathologists. 

It  is  justly  dae  to  this  learned  end  zealous  iurestigator  and  medical 
philosopher  to  say,  that  we  do  not  believe  there  can  be  found  another 
man  in  America  who  could  have  waged  this  unequal  war  for  so  long  a 
time  and  with  such  signal  ability;  and  although  we  doobt  whether 
many  of  our  readers  have  ever  devoted  time  enough  to  bis  various 
books,  tracts  and  essays,  to  enable  them  to  do  jnstice  to  his  labors  in 
medicine,  yet  we  will  point  to  everything  which  has  emanated  from 
his  pen  as  being  characterized  with  an  amount  of  learning,  profound 
reasoning,  and  a  power  of  resistance  eqnal  to  any  emergency.  It  may 
be  true  that  often  times  his  zeal  has  oatrun  bis  discretion;  and  we 
doubt  not  that  he  attacks  with  varying  success  the  txtremitti  and  free> 
tbinkiitg  scholars  who  have  incessantly  buzzed  about  his  ears;  yet  he 
deserves  well  of  his  countrymen  and  of  the  profession  at  large  for  his 
labors  in  behalf  of  the  science,  and  for  the  research  which  every  page 
of  his  works  indicates. 

The  book  before  us  is  devoted  to  an  explanation  of  the  vital  theo- 
ries of  Physiology,  Pathology  and  Therapeutics,  We  anticipate  for 
its  author  a  more  enlarged  success  than  that  which  he  received  from 
the  publication  of  his  lost  great  work,  the  Medical  and  Physiological 
Commentaries.  Indeed,  ho  has  incorporated  many  of  the  valuable  re- 
searches and  arguments  found  scattered  through  his  CommentarieB,  in 
this  more  recent  pubticatioo;  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  those  who 
have  feared  to  undertake  the  more  volnminous  produclioo,  will  not 
hesitate  to  avail  themselves  of  the  labors  of  Dr.  Paine,  when  present- 
t>d  in  this  abridged  form.  To  the  student  especially,  roared  in  the 
midst  of  hnmeralists,  zoochemistsand  expectant  practitioners,  we  would 
ftdvise  a  careful  study  of  Dr.  Pa'me's  lustitutea  of  Medicine  and  Medi- 
cal Pathology;  for  while  we  are  not  prep&red  to  defend  the  respected 


author  in  his  □naompromigiug  bostilit;  to  physiological  chemistry — nor  1 
can  we  go  with  him  ia  bis  ardent  advocacy  of  the  lancet  in  the  treat- 
ment of  disease — yet  we  believe  that  many  wholesome  lessons  may  be 
derived  from  these  pages,  and  many  valuable  points  in  practice,  almost 
ignored  by  the  modern  school  of  mediuine,  might  be  revived  with  ad- 
vantage and  propriety.     The  almo^  nniversal  abandonment  of  general  ■ 
blood-letting  may  be  especially  mentioned  as  a  subject  worthy  of  much  1 
reflection;  and  we  cannot  bnt  think  that  the  practitioner  has  throwa  I 
aside  his  lancet  without  reSecting  properly  apoii  the  importance  of  the  I 
principles  involved,  or  without  remembering  the  weight  of  authority  | 
in  defence  of  iLs  usefulness, 

Truth  is  not  often  found  at  either  extreme  of  the  arc  of  science,  bat  I 
loves  rather  to  become  the  keystone  which  binds  its  centre;  and  so  I 
with  these  discussions  and  researches  into  the  fundamental  principles  I 
of  life;  the  man  of  experience — he  who  studies  day  by  day  the  phei 
mena  of  health  and  disease — he  who  observes  the  results  of  practice,  i 
whether  he  claims  to  follow  the  ancient  school  of  Qalen  and  the  hu- 1 
moralists,  or  the  Hippocratic  doctrine  of  Stahl  and  the  sol idists— will  J 
never  be  wise  if  he  forgets  the  hackneyed  but  valuable  asiom,  in  medio  \ 
Iviitsimus  ibis. 

It  is  vastly  beyond  the  reach  of  our  prescribed  space  to  enter  into 
a  critical  detail  of  the  nnmerous  and  important  topics  discussed  by  tbe 
author  in  physiology,  pathology  and  thernpentics;  but  we  will  repeal 
our  earnest  advice  to  the  reader,  to  turn  to  the  book  itself  and  give  it  J 
his  attention.     We  can  but  be  astonished  at  the  amount  of  ground  I 
traveled  over  by  this  zealous  student,  and  we  may  point  him  oat  lo'  f 
the  young  in  the  profession,  as  a  noble  example  of  what  may  ba  ae- 1 
-compiished  by  those  who  will  imitate  his  industry  and  perseverance  in  I 
the  search  after  knowledge. 


CONSULTATIONS  'WITH  ECOMCBGPATaa 
Much  remark  has  lately  been  elicited  in  the  medical  circles  of  Lon-  i 
don,  as  well  as  among  the  members  of  the  profession  generally  in  Oreat'l 
Britain,  on  account  of  the  fuct  that  several  physicians  and  surgeon!^ 
of  high  standing  in  tlie  British  metrol)olis  are  in  the  habit  of  meeting 
homiEopaths  in  consultation.  It  appears  that  Mr.  Fergusson  is  one 
of  those  who  have  rendered  themselves  particularly  conspicuous  in 
this  respect.  In  a  card,  however,  published  a  short  time  ago  in 
of  the  London  Journals,  lie  denies  that  be  is  in  tbe  Aa^  of  consiilt-l 


g  with  these  men,  bnt  admits  that  he  does  Dot  hesitate  to  meet  them 
'  lu  all  cases  of  emergency,  on  the  gronnd  that  it  would  be  contrary  to 
the  dictates  of  humanity  to  let  a,  patient  suffer  simply  because  he  was 
under  the  care  of  oae  of  these  practitioners.    With  all  deference  to 
r  the  Qneen's  surgeon,  we  tliinli  him  decidedly  wrong  la  this  opinion; 
I  say,  we  go  farther,  and  assert  that  any  maa  who  entertains  such  a 
I  view  is  totally  ignorant  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  medical  ethics, 
'  and  sadly  unmindful  of  the  duty  he  owes  to  his  profession.    What,  for- 
sooth, has  Buffering;  humanity  to  do  in  a  matter  of  this  kind?     Is  it 
not  more  probable  that  the  great  lever  which  moves  to  such  a  disgrace- 
ful violation  of  ethics  is  the  expectation  of  a  fat  fee,  or  a  dread  to  dis- 
regard the  influence  of  the  wealthy  and  influential?     If  his  Grace, 
the  Duke  of  Shetland,  breaks  his  leg,  and  is  fool  enongh  to  employ  a 
homceopath  until  mortification  has  taken  place,  is  it  iQcumbent  upon 
Mr.  Fergusson  to  go  to  hia  relief  when  he  is  requested  to  do  so,  with- 
out declaring  that  he  cannot  meet  bis  attendant,  and  that  he  will  not 
recognize  him  in  the  case  in  any  form  or  manner  whatever  1     No  prac- 
I  titioner  is  gnilty  of  inhumanity  who  respects  his  own  dignity  and  hon- 
r  under  such  circumstances,     His  Grace  need  only  dismiss  the  so- 
I  called  doctor;  the  path  is  then  clear,  and  any  man  may  step  in  and 
occupy  it.     To  consult  with  a  homoeopath  is  to  place  ourselves  on  a 
i  par  with  him;  if  the  surgeon  amputates  a  leg  for  him,  and  the  after- 
treatment  is  confided  to  his  care,  it  plainly  implies  that  the  surgeon 
has  confidence  in  his  skill  and  judgment,  otherwise  he  would  not  allow 
the  case  to  remain  in  his  hands.     What  stronger  endorsement  could 
he  give  the  qnack?    We  are  rejoiced  to  find  iJiat  the  profession  of 
London  has  taken  this  matter  in  hand,  and  is  determined  to  single  oat 
I  these  friends  of  homceopathy.     Let  them  take  a  bold  stand  upon  the 
subject,  and  signally  rebuke  these  men  for  the  inconsistency  and  pal- 
pable impropriety  of  their  conduct.    The  higher  their  position  the  more 
reason  is  there  why  they  shonkl  he  censured.    An  honorable  physician 
should  consider  his  profession  as  sacred  as  the  person  of  bis  wife;  be 
should  no  more  think  of  coquetting  with  homceopathy  than  a  vir> 
I  tuous  husband  should  think  of  introducing  a  harlot  into  the  domestic 
^cirde.     It  is  an  unclean  thing,  and  should  not  be  touched. 

We  believe  this  practice  of  consulting  with  homoeopaths  is  not  pe- 
Icnliar  to  our  English  brethren;  indeed,  we  know  it  is  not,  for  we  have 
B  authentic  information  of  the  fact  that  the  same  offence  has  occasion- 
IbII;  been  perpetrated  in  this  country.  The  instances,  however,  have 
I  been  few,  and  we  recollect  no  case  where  the  outrage  has  been  com' 
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mitted  by  a  pfajsiciao  occupyiDg  a  high  professional  pofiition.    Wliat  J 

is  more  snrpriEiii^  stilt,  is  that  a  State  Meijiciil  Society,  oae  of  the 
oldest  in  America,  shonid  harbor  homeopaths  among  its  members. 
Can  it  be  tnie,  as  is  alleged  in  the  Ma;  number  of  the  St.  Loois  Med- 
ical and  Surgical  Journal,  that  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society 
is  gnilty  of  Kuch  an  outrage  ?  Our  cotemporary  asserts  it  as  a  "  well- 
known  fact,"  and  justly  adds  that  it  is  a  blot  on  the  fair  name  of  this 
ancient  and  once  honorable  body. — N.  A.  Mdlico-Chir'nrg.  Ret 


Fatal  Disease  of  the  Appendix  Vemufonois. 

4.  Pip«  mA  l»rsn  tb*  Colligc  g[  Fh^iicUoi  or  FbilldclpLU. 

By  De.  Casfak  Wistbh. 

The  appendix  vermiformis  exists  only  in  man  and  two  superior  J 
species  of  the  qiiadmmana,  the  orang  and  the  ape.  It  ia  the  type  of  A 
the  prolonged  CEecum  eommon  to  all  other  mammiferons  animals.  Oar- 
ing ftfital  life  it  ia  cootinnoas  with  the  ccecnm,  and  of  the  same  size, 
and  is  developed  from  the  col  de  sac  of  the  latter.  BbhofT  admits  that  I 
the  earliest  recognition  of  its  origin  was  by  Meckel,  in  a  fceloB  sevea  ' 
lines  in  length. 

The  appendix  is  ordinarily  three  inches  long,  with  a  diameter  of  two 
lines,  but  is  subject  to  great  variety  of  size  as  well  aa  position.    Occa- 
sionally it  is  entirely  absent,  while  Wtlga  has  seen  it  nine  inches  long, 
with  many  convolutions,  and  Autenrieth  four,  and  as  large  as  tbe  • 
colon. 

It  is  entirely  enveloped  by  the  peritoneum,  which  forms  for  it  also  1 
a  true  mesentery,  holding  it  loosely  in  position.     The  muscnlar  coat 
is  not  in  bands,  as  in  the  colon,  but  surrounds  it  as  in  ihe  rectum. 
The  lining  membrane  ia  continuous  with  that  of  the  cfficum,  and  forma 
a  valve  at  the  entrance,  the  fulciform  edge  of  which  looks  towards  tb«  J 
right  and  downwards.    This  valve,  in  most  instances,  prevents  the  in- 
trodoction  of  foreign  bodies,  bnt  permits  free  exit  to  mucns,  of  which  | 
in  adults  there  is  a  large  supply,  with  rarely  any  admixture  of  alimen- 
tary matler;  in  infants,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  filled  with  meconiam. 
The  glands  within  are  very  numerous,  and  of  the  solitary  variety.  I 
The  extremity  of  the  appendix  is  found  at  times  in  the  pelvis,  mora  ] 
commonly  posterior  to  the  colon;  its  position  is  entirely  uncertain. 

The  function  of  this  body  is  supposed  to  be  similar  to  that  of  a  \ 
gland;  it  furnishes  an  acid  secretion  which  causes  the  chyme  in  tlie  ] 
cecum  suddenly  to  acquire  the  property  of  reddening  litmus  paper. 
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The  subject  of  the  following  notice  was  a  boy  of  five  years  of  age, 
fair  skin,  light  eyes  aud  hair,  and  delicate  physical  development,  the 
SOD  of  a  fiLther  lately  dead  with  phthisis. 

This  child  was  visited  professionally  on  the  first  of  November;  he 
was  at  that  time  out  of  bed  and  in  his  ordinary  dress.  His  expression 
was  languid;  he  had  much  fever,  with  a  pulse  of  130;  his  tongue  was 
covered  with  a  slight  white  deposit,  through  which  the  papilla!  were 
projecting,  the  tip  and  edges  being  unusually  red.  He  complained  of 
pain  in  the  abdomen,  describing  it  vaguely  as  "stomach  ache,"  with- 
out giving  it  any  locality.  This  pain  was  apasmodic,  recurring  at 
short  intervals;  sharp  and  griping,  but  followed  by  complete  relief. 
At  this  time  there  was  no  paia  upon  pressure,  or  soreness  over  the  ab- 
domen. On  the  afterooon  of  the  day  but  one  preceding,  aa  ordinary 
walk  had  been  followed  by  complaints  of  much  weariness,  and  in  the 
course  of  the  night  by  the  first  e:ipressioa  of  pain,  and  this  without 
any  chili.  Throughout  the  following  day  there  had  been  some  fever 
and  pain,  but  this  was  not  thought  of  sufficient  gravity  to  require 
medical  interposition.  There  h^id  been  no  motion  of  the  bowels  dur- 
ing the  forty-eight  hours  immediately  preceding  the  first  professional 
Ttsit;  and  at  that  time  the  case  had  the  aspect  of  an  ordinary  slight 
attack  of  colic,  with  the  sympathetic  fever  natural  to  a  child  of  sensi- 
tive organization,  teeming  with  sympathies  ready  to  respond  to  any 
slight  disturbance  of  the  economy.  A  mercurial  purgative  was  di- 
rected, and  a  febriftige  at  intervals.  There  had  been  no  unusual  ar- 
ticle of  diet  taken,  except  a  moderate  quantity  of  chestnuts.  The 
night  was  much  disturbed,  with  an  increase  of  both  fever  and  pain; 
the  latter  still  in  paroxysms. 
The  morning  of  the  2d,  in  consequence  of  the  purgative  not  having 
>  operated,  a  copious  enema  was  administered,  which  produced  a  large 
'  fecal  discharge,  none  of  it  of  a  dry  or  impacted  description,  but  con- 
tained distinct  evidence  of  the  operation  of  the  mercurial.  The  child 
expressed  a  sense  of  relief;  and,  after  a  dose  of  oil  and  a  fomentalioii 
adjusted  over  the  seat  of  pain,  he  was  confined  to  bed. 

The  following  morning,  Nov,  3d.  there  was  a  spontaneous  motion  of 
the  bowels,  without  any  improvement;  there  was  now  tenderness  over 
the  abdomen,  although  during  the  paroxysmal  pain  pressure  with  the 
hand  was  grateful.  This  pain  continued  the  chief  subject  of  complaiat, 
engrossing  the  child's  mind,  and  provoking  constant  expression  of  dis- 
tress. We  commeuced  frequent  doses  of  small  qnanlitiea  of  calomel, 
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with  (bll  proportiODs  of  ipecacuanha  aod  opium,  and  employed  gum  id 

Golation  largely  as  a  diet. 

Oa  the  4th,  the  Bymptoms  were  more  grave,  greater  pain  upon 
pressure,  Eome  tympanitis,  aud  soreness  atteadiog  all  motion  of  the 
persoa;  the  spaBmodiu  pain  Btill,  however,  caused  most  compliunt, 
and  recurred  at  short  iutervala.  Leeches  were  now  applied  over  the 
entire  abdomen,  all  other  treatment  being  contmued  except  the  use 
of  ipecacuanha;  this  was  withdrawn  in  consequence  of  slight  vomiting- 
After  leeching  there  was  less  complaint  of  paiu  upon  pressure,  and 
Borenesa  and  nausea  disappeared,  while  stimulation  was  found  ue- 
cessary. 

On  the  morning  of  Nov.  5th,  he  presented  excesMve  tympanitis, 
constantly  recurring  paroxysms  of  paiu,  great  restlesEness,  sunken  fea- 
tures, some  tendeniess  upon  pressure,  and  a  pulse  of  140.  The  child 
was,  after  consultation  with  Dr.  Wood,  placed  under  the  fnll  effect  of 
opium,  with  an  increaae  of  the  mercurial,  and  a  blister  over  the  abdo- 
men. The  rectum  was  relieved  of  a  large  accumulation  of  gas  by  the 
introduction  of  a  catheter,  but  all  motion  of  tbe  bowels  was  in  vain 
solicited.  Under  the  fnll  effect  of  the  opiate  there  was  less  exhibition 
of  pain  and  restlessness,  without  any  arrest  of  disease:  tjmpauilis 
greatly  increased,  and  compressing  the  stomach  caused  regurgitation 
of  fluid,  and  much  depressed  the  vitality  of  the  entire  organism. 

Nov.  6.  Small  quantities  of  oil  of  turpentine,  with  full  doses  of  the 
oEBcinal  solution  of  morphia,  were  adminiBtered,  accompanied  by  fur- 
ther stimulation.  Gradual  sinking  nuder  the  uncheclied  march  of  dis- 
ease, aided  by  the  accumulation  of  gas,  terminated  m  death  on  the  7th 
of  the  month,  seven  days  after  the  commencement  of  treatment;  thia 
being  the  result  of  a  disease  deficient  in  symptoms  sufficiently  distinct 
for  satisfactory  diagnosis,  and  only  decided  in  the  ateadiness  with 
which  it  resisted  treatment. 

After  death  the  abdominal  cavity  was  found  dry,  with  indications 
of  peritoneal  inflammation,  consisting  moat  conclumvcly  in  a  few  patch- 
es of  pasty  lympb  upon  the  intestinal  surfaces.  There  was  an  engorge- 
ment of  the  vessels  of  the  intestmes,  but  being  in  longitudinal  bars 
from  the  diaphragm  to  the  pubis  over  the  entire  mass,  there  was  some 
doubt  as  to  the  time  of  its  occurrence,  particularly  as  signs  of  incipient  ] 
decomposition  existed  elsewhere.  The  intestines,  from  the  pyloric  ori- 
fice of  the  stomach  to  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon,  were  greatly  1 
distended  with  gas,  and  contamed,  besides,  a  large  amount  of  fluid  fe- 
cal matter.    The  stomach  was  empty  and  much  contracted,  the  aacu> 
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ranlatioD  of  gas  having  pressed  St  against  the  diaphragm,  and  In  so 
doing  caused  the  latter  to  oocroach  upon  the  thoracic  viscera,  tLua 
rendering  the  last  hoars  of  life  a  most  painfni  exhibition.  The  lining 
memhrsne  of  the  intestinal  canal  was  healthy  throughout,  and  the 
canae  of  death  was  not  manifest  until  the  appendix  vermiformis  was 
examined.  This  was  perforated  at  the  lower  extremity;  the  opening 
being  large,  with  ragged  edges,  indicating  ulceration,  and  partially 
filled  by  a  ping  of  concrete  matter  of  the  size  aud  much  the  shape  of 
a  date-stone,  composed  of  small  seeds,  many  of  these  from  figs,  asso- 
ciated with  concrete  matter  depoeited  in  layers,  and  arranged  in  con- 
centric circles. 

In  this  instance,  the  extremity  of  the  appendix  rested  in  the  pelvis 
upon  the  rectum,  immediately  over  the  fundua  of  the  bladder;  here  an 
effusion  of  the  contents  of  the  intestines  had  occurred,  bat  in  small 
quantity,  owing  to  the  plug  having  filled  the  nlceration  it  had  caused 
in  the  appendis. 

The  matter  effused  had  given  rise  to  excesave  inflammation  and  the 
formation  of  much  lymph,  an  attempt  having  been  made  to  form  an 
abscess  and  enclose  the  offending  Quid.  This  deposit  of  lympU  extend- 
ed over  a  surface  of  three  inches  in  diameter,  was  dark  in  hue,  passing 
into  gangrene;  and,  although  adhering  strongly  to  the  intestinal  sor- 
faces,  left  them,  when  removed,  healthy  in  appearance.  Those  sur- 
faces of  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  rectum  facing  each  other  in  the 
natural  position  were  strongly  adherent  for  a  distance  of  three  inches, 
and  consequentij  prevented  peristaltic  motion  at  this  point.  This  ex- 
plained the  retention  of  gas  after  the  peritoneal  symptoms  became  de- 
cidedly marked,  although  there  had  been  a  free  passage  of  fecal  mat- 
ter in  an  early  stage  of  the  disease. 

Again,  the  son  of  a  very  distinguished  physician  of  this  city,  twen- 
ty-two years  of  age,  passed  Sunday  evening  in  the  society  of  his  family 
and  a  small  collection  of  bis  father's  friends;  be  was  gay  and  appar- 
ently in  good  health. 

A  few  days  previously  lie  had  complained  of  vague  pains  in  the 
ibdoraen — not,  however,  of  a  degree  to  attract  particular  attention. 

He  retired  on  the  evening  above  mentioned  without  any  nnnsnal 
Bcnsalions,  but  awoke  before  daylight  witii  intense  colic.  This  in- 
creasing, his  father  sent  for  a  medical  friend,  after  exhausting  his  own 
resources  and  failing  to  procure  reUef  Throughout  Monday  the  symp- 
L,  toras  of  colic  continued  without  abatement,  and  as  the  daj  wore  on 
Illy  presented  indications  of  peritoneal  complication.    Tliere  was  a 


large,  tbongh  not  ezcesBive  accomnlatioa  of  gas — the  moat  prominent 
featorc  of  the  case  being  escruciatirg  pain,  from  which  only  partial  re- 
lief was  procured  by  complete  narcotism.  The  bowels  resisted  every 
attempt  to  procure  evacuation  of  their  contents  after  the  earliest 
stage  of  the  disease. 

On  Monday  uigbt  and  Tuesday  morning  the  agony  of  the  patient 
began  to  abate,  but  only  to  be  followed  by  collapse,  with  cold  damp 
surface  and  faiJiog  pulse;  he  gradually  sank,  and  died  in  the  course  of 
the  morning,  after  an  illuess  of  thirty  hours. 

The  abdomen  was  found  after  death  much  distended  by  gas,  free 
from  effusion,  aud  not  afifording  any  evidence  of  excessive  peritoneal 
inflammation.  The  effect  of  disease  in  tliis  case  could  be  traced  witb 
much  conGdcnce,  as  the  examination  Was  made  on  Tuesday  afternoon, 
a  few  hours  after  death,  and  but  a  short  time  was  allowed  for  decom- 
position to  embarrass  investigation. 

The  appendi.x  was  much  distended  at  its  lower  extremity  by  a  con-  . 
crete  mass  composed  largely  of  raisin  seeds.     Its  walls  had  not  been 
perforated,  and  contained,  with  the  foreign  matter,  an  accumulation  of 
pus,  the  whole  forming  a  mass  the  eize  of  a  walnut.    The  appendix 
partially  embraced  the  ilium,  adhering  to  it  strongly,  and  completely 
strangulated  the  small  intestines,  which  were,  for  a  distance  of  six  feet  , 
above,  of  a  dark  mahogany  color,  and  passing  into  gangrene, 
the  paint  of  strangulation  there  had  been  much  inflammation,  with  ] 
large  effusion  of  lymph ;  the  walls  of  the  tumor  were  thin,  bursting  nn-    ! 
der  pressure  of  the  fingers;  but,  having  retained  its  contents  during 
life,  there  was  no  discharge  of  foreign  matter  into  the  peritoneal  cav-   , 
ity,  giving  rige  to  peritonitis  and  marking  the  earlier  symptoms  of  colic, 
as  in  the  case  just  described. 

Morean  cites  a  case  identical  with   this,  the  ilium  having  been 
strangulated  by  adhesion  of  the  appendix  to  the  mesentery;  while  J 
Marteau  has  seen  the  jejunum,  and  Scarpa  the  colon,  embraced  in  the  1 
same  manner  and  with  a  like  effect. 

Klockhof  reports  a  case  in  which  the  appendix  adhered  to  the  colon  i 
by  its  extremity,  thus  forming  a  loop  through  which  the  small  inte^  1 
tines  had  passed,  producing  strangulation. 

MerUng,  in  examining  a  subject,  found  the  appendix  adherent  to  the 
colon  by  the  lower  extremity,  and  forming  a  free  communication  be- 
tween different  sections  of  the  intestines,  bnt  was  unable  to  learn  any- 
thing of  the  previous  history  of  the  indlTidnal,  or  under  what  train  of  I 
eymptoms  this  union  occurred,  evidently  followed  by  entire  recovery. 


UBDIOi.!.    Q^SafTB. 


Again,  the  appendix  is  at  times  raetamorpliosed  into  a  hydropic 

capsule,  aa  reported  by  Rokitansky,  from  the  presence  of  a  concretion 

in  the  tube  closing  the  cannl  and  preveatlDg  escape  of  mncons  aeore- 

tion.     This  caiisea  the  extremity  to  become  dilated,  and  the  tuDcna  to 

I  pass  into  tbe  condition  of  a  serons  membrane  Becretin^  an  albuminaus 

fflnid. 

Besides  the  foreign  matter  collecting  in  the  appendix  mechanically, 

I  tnbercnlous  and  typhoid  deposits  are  laid  down  at  times  in  its  walls, 

f  giving  rise  to  ulceration,     When,  in  addition  to  these  varieties  of  dis- 

r  ease,  we  consider  the  fact,  that  a  long  time  may  be  required  to  estab- 

E  lifih  the  existence  of  serloas  symptoms,  since  it  is  asserted  that  a  con- 

Fcretion  may  exist  and  only  give  rise  to  blennorrhcea,  a  correct  diag- 

P  nosis  ia  only  equalled  in  difBcnIty  by  its  importance.     Ulceration  of 

the  appendix  is  not  necessarily  fatal,  bat  forms  abscesses  at  times 

pointing  in  various  directions,  according  to  the  variety  of  directions 

d  by  the  appendix;  audit  is  of  great  moment  that  these  should 

Luticipated  and  discharged  at  the  earliest  period  possible,  and  the 

I  risk  of  an  internal  rapture  of  their  walls  diminished.    In  the  cases  cited 

^sbove,  the  earliest  symptoms  were  of  colic,  exceptmg  the  obetlnat« 

constipation,  the  bowels  having  been  freely  evacuated  without  relief. 

In  both,  the  earlier  symptoms  were  overlaid  by  peritonitis;  while  in 

one  there  was  an  attempt  to  form  an  abscess,  the  constitntiou  failing 

before  it  was  accomplished. — Transadians  of  the  ColUge  of  Physida.ni. 


On  Conical  Cornea  and  Its  Treatment^  and  on  Oonoirhoeal  Irttia. 

Bj  W.  LiWHEHCB,  F.K,S.,  FJt.C.S.,  Ac,, 
Senior  Surgeon  to  St,  Bartholomew 'e  Hospital. 

GENTLHMEN^We  have  had,   since  Summer   Sessirm,  commenced 
various  instructive  "  eye"  cases  in  the  hospital,  to  which  I  wish  to  di- 
rect your  attention  to-day.    Several  aevere  cases  of  syphilitic  iritis, 
.  with,  and,  I  may  say,  without  complications,  as  also  a  most  unique 
k  case  of  that  very  singular  disease,  "conical  cornea."    Iritis  is  a  very 
I  ordinary  disease  in  practice,  so  that  your  attention  cannot  be  drawn 
I  to  it  too  early  in  the  session;  it  is  also  one  seen  under  unexpected  cir- 
cumstances.   The  first  case  of  which  I  may  speak  is  that  patient  suf- 
fering under 

INFLAMMATION   OF  THS   KYS   WITH  GOSORRHiEA. 

Yon  will  remark,  I  say,  inflammation  of  the  eye  attended  with  gou- 


orrbcea. — not  gonorrhtea,]  ophthalmia;  the  diseases,  in  fact,  are  quite 
IB  well  in  their  pathological  seat  and  import  as  in  their  mode 
of  treatment,  constitutional  or  otherwise. 

s  of  goDorrho^al  ophthalmia,  of  which  I  speak  hereafter,  it 
5  as  if  a  patient  laboring  under  gonorrhcea  conveyed  mncb  of 
the  puriform  discharge  immediately  to  the  conjunctivitis,  of  which,  no 
doabt,  you  have  all  read  ia  your  books;  but  in  thia  patient  now  under 
our  notice,  with  a  gouorrhceal  history  of  a  somewhat  like  kind,  the  in- 
fection from  some  constitutional  cause  or  peculiarity,  probably  of 
rheumatic  cliaracter,  extending  from  the  conjunctiva  to  the  sclerotic 
coats  of  the  eye-,  from  thence  even  to  the  iris,  causing  great  intolerance 
of  light,  with  remarkable  dnlluesa  of  color  in  the  iris  itself.  To  thei 
aigns  of  this  affection  were  added  profuse  lachrymation,  and,  what 
consider  almost  as  pathognomonic  of  this  class  of  cases,  7iiost 
pra-orbital  pain — pain  of  a  most  remarkable  kind,  extending  roand  the 
orbit,  and,  no  doubt,  in  some  measure  engaging  all  the  fibrous  tissnes 
of  that  part,  Now,  I  wish  you  to  remark  that  both  these  diseases 
arise  under  similar  circumstances;  yet  this  is,  you  see,  quite  a  difl'erent 
thing  from  gonorrhceal  conjunctivitis,  or  a  conjunctivitis  of  any  kind,. 
properly  so  called. 

The  supra-orbital  pain  of  sclerotitis  is  absent  in  the  disease  of  the 
conjunctiva.  The  appearance  of  the  patient  himself  is  also  peculiar; 
you  can,  in  fact,  scarcely  mistake  these  cases  when  once  you  have 
studied  them.  Fortunately,  this  serious  thing — gouorrhtEal  ophthalmia 
— is  not  very  often  seen  in  this  hospital;  but  if  any  cases  do  offer- 
themselves,  I  shall  take  the  opportunity  of  showing  them  to  yoo.* 

The  treatment  of  these  cases  differs  also,  so  that  a  proper  diagnosis 
is  not  a  matter  of  idle  curiosity  or  ingennity,  hat  of  necessity.  In  thia 
patient  we  had  to  combat  the  inflammatory  symptoms  in  the  sclerotic 
coat  with  much  vigor.  Depletion  and  cupping  on  the  temple  were 
ordered  and  mercury  used  night  and  morning:  calomel  and  opium, 
not  for  any  specific  action,  so  much  as  to  stop  inflammation.  To  these 
remedies  we  added  a  blister  on  the  nape  of  the  neck;  yet  all  did  not 
answer,  and  we  were  obliged  to  ha^e  recourse  to  the  wine  of  colcliienm 
— (5ss.,  aes  tis  horis).  This  afiected  his  stomach  a  little,  as  colchi- 
cum  very  often  doesi  so  that  it  is  a  drug  requiring  much  cantion  in  its 
administration.    In  my  cspcrience,  however,  I  find  that  where  the 

*Mr.  Wilde,  of  Dablin,  as  previously  ststcd  in  the  Circuiar,  has  recently 
dlBCOvered  Ibat  umple  leucoirbrea  iu  a  married  female  produced  as  marked  la- 
bction  in  the  co^jnnolivB  as  goaonhiEa. 
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\  pain  and  Bickneas  are  induced,  the  action  of  the  medicine  is  more  cer- 
tain and  specific;  still,  great  caution  is  also  necessary,  for  Tery  serious 
results  have  followed  over-doses  of  this  powerful  agent. 

If  the  colchicum*  be  used  without  due  cantion,  even  fatal  results 
might  arise,  so  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  watch  its  action  with  great 
care.  I  am  not  going  now  to  enter  into  the  minute  diagnosis  of 
sclerotitis;  we  shall  see  it  as  we  go  through  the  wards  during  the  sum- 
mer, nod  it  will  be  better  to  point  it  out  to  yon  in  the  wards. 

The  next  case  I  wish  to  speak  more  in  detail  about,  is  a  patient 
suffering  ander  what  is  termed 

CONICAL  CORNEA. 

The  patient  is  E.  W. ,  a  poor  woman,  it  seems,  who  has  been 

led  about  the  streets  quite  blind.  She  is  a  comparatively  young  wo- 
man, only  aged  thirty-six  years;  she  has  occasional  flashes  of  light, 
she  says;  Imt  with  that  sole  exception  she  has  been  now  thirteen  years 
'  totally  without  vision  of  any  kind. 

This  is  a  most  singular  disease,  one  of  the  pathology  or  nature  of 
which  we  know  absolutely  nothing.  As  far  as  I  have  seen  it  during 
fifty  years'  experience,  (if  possible  to  add  to  its  anomalous  character,) 
it  usually  takes  place  in  young  and  healthy  subjects  who  have  not  suf- 
fered in  any  manner  from  excessive  use  of  the  eye,  like  watchmakers, 
needlewomen,  printers,  &c.  This  young  woman,  our  present  patient, 
you  see,  is  perfectly  healthy;  she  tells  ns  nothing  of  any  previon))  dis- 
ease of  her  eyes;  in  fact,  it  is  a  gradual  change  occurring  over  a  long 
space  of  time  in  a  cornea  otherwise  healthy,  I  have  seen  the  cornea 
io  this  state  become  in  shape  quite  like  a  cone;  the  rays  of  light,  too, 
present  a  most  unusual  appearance  in  couica!  cornea;  the  patient  doea 
not  present  the  vacant,  dall  eye  of  the  amaurotic  patient,  who  holds 
his  head  towards  the  sky  whene'er  he  may  chance  to  catch  a  glimmer 
— everything  darit,  dark, 

"Amid  tbe  blaie  of  noon 
Irrecoverably  dark,  total  ecltiwe." 

There  is  nothing  of  this  dullness  or  opacity  of  tho  eye  in  conical  cornea, 
but  no  doubt  you  have  observed  it  in  this  woman;  the  eyes  here  have 

*  It  mBj  be  prudent  to  o'bgerve  that  very  few  surgeons  sharo  Mr,  LanreDoe'g 
dcaad  of  Ibe  use  of  colchlcam,  at  least  iu  boapitale.  Mr.  HsncDck  usee  Uuot. 
of  acoD'ite  In  sucb  cases,  t^hicb  Is  nearly  tlio  same  modiclae.  tmd  probably 
aconite  and  atropine  will,  ere  long,  euperaede  ail  the  routine  plans  of  calomel 
and  opium,  belladonna,  &e. 


an  uDUfiDall;  bright  appearance,  sparkliDg  like  diamonds  or  those  bits 
of  cut  gloj^  that  sometimes  represent  diamonds!  The  ra76  o[  light 
passing  into  the  eye  in  conical  cornea,  are,  I  think,  rejected  (not  re- 
fracted, mind  you)  before  they  fall  on  the  retina,  and  are  thna  thrown 
Into  those  singular  glittering  or  diamond-like  re  lectio  ns  in  the  Titreoas 
hamor  and  lens  of  the  eye.  I  think  that  even  on  physical  principles 
the  blindness  of  the  eye  in  conieal  cornea  is  to  be  espiained;  her  eyes 
are  like  a  telescope  that  has  been  pulled  out  in  a  wrong  manner,  or 
fiited  at  half  cock.  But  neither  a  gun  nor  a  telescope  will  answer  if 
fixed  firmly  at  half  the  measure  of  its  capacity.  In  the  eye  it  must 
also  very  seriously  impair  the  focns  of  yiaion,  as  you  see  it  does  in  this 
poor  woman.  She  says,  over  and  over  again,  that  for  years  she  Las 
been  totally  blind,  led  about  like  a  child  1 

Well,  ou  examining  the  eye  with  some  care,  I  fonnd  that,  tbongh 
the  cornea  in  each  eye  is  in  a  very  marked  manner  bulged  into  a  cone 
— from  what  cause  I  never  could  meet  any  surgeon  who  could  exactly 
gay— yet  that  the  immediate  circumference  of  the  cornea,  sitnateJ 
next  the  sclerotic,  remained  unchanged ;  indeed  few  persona  not  familiar 
with  the  different  varieties  of  blindness  would  detect  that  this  healthy 
young  woman,  with  what  the  story-books  would  call  "  brilliant  eyes," 
was  a  poor  creatare  almost  totally  blind.  Any  one  accustomed  to 
eye  cases  will  at  once  distinguish  these  cases,  however,  from  cases  of 
photophobia,  amaurosis,  &c.* 

Now,  on  the  admission  of  this  woman  with  conical  cornea  to  hospital, 
having  seen  some  similar  cases  benefited  by  the  only  remedy  I  know 

*  Id  theBc  tiiDCB,  when  eanitacy  acience  shows  tbe  valae  of  light,  it  is  very  io- 
terestiog,  witb  tbe  additional  knowledge  imparted  by  modern  science,  to  study 
tbe  early  observationa  of  Milton,  wbo  "  ia  tbe  tatter  years  of  bis  life  suffered 
severely  from  rbeumatic  gout,  which,  aUacking  bis  eyes,  left  him  totally  blind'' 
— so  severe  tbia  "  dim  suQasioQ  "  which  veiled  hia  sight  I  Speaking  of  light, 
be  exclaimfl— 

"  Thee  I  revisit  safe, 
And  feel  thy  sovereign  vital  lamp;  but  thou 
RevisJt'st  not  tbeae  eyes  that  roll  in  vain 
To  flnci  thy  piercing  ray." 
And  agEun,  he  makes  tbe  blind  Sampiion  Ray~' 

"  Since  light  bo  necessary  ia  to  life, 
And  almost  life  itself — 

Why  was  the  sight 
To  such  a  tender  ball  as  the  eye  conflned!'' 
"Almost  lite  itself  "is  a  very  beautiful  ideal    HarEball  Hall  has  shown  that 
perbapa  the  Qist  link  in  tbe  long  chain  of  actions  ending  in  assimilation,  diges-    i 
tion,  &c.,  is  a  reflex  action  in  tbe  lenticular  ganglion,  and  eighth  pair  fcom  light 
exdtlng  the  retina. 
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of  ia  these  patients,  I  was  aosiooB  to  give  that  remedy,  which  ia  bella- 
donna, a  full  trial.     I  will  now  read  some  of  the  notes  of  the  case: 

May  5. — "  The  patient  has  bad  the  belladonna  applied,"  (I  read  in 
the  notes  furnished  by  the  Hoase  Snrgeon,)  "since  when,  greatly  to 
our  astonishment,  she  begins  to  see  objects  all  round  her,  and  on  bring- 
ing a  book  close  to  her  face  she  sees  the  type  and  recognizes  the 
larger  letters."  Exactly  so.  Now,  the  reason  of  that  is  at  onc« 
obvious:  I  have  already  remarked  that  the  immediate  cu'cumference  of 
the  cornea,  next  to  the  sclerotic,  remained  ntichanged;  very  well — now 
comes  the  beJladouDU  or  atropine,  and  dilates  the  pupil;  more  light  is 
thus  permitted  to  pass,  and  through  a  healthy  portion  of  cornea  a 
mere  tine  or  so  of  pupil  is  left,  and  on  bringing  a  book  np  to  the  face 
she  can  read  very  respectably  indeed.  It  is  remarkable  and  curious 
that  the  retina  retains  its  sensibiiity  for  a  very  long  period.  Now,  the 
conical  cornea  in  these  cases  is  subject  to  friction,  and  becomes  rong-h- 
encd;  you  mast  be  prepared  also  for  that,  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  in 
yonng  and  healthy  subjects  it  will  npt  give  much  trouble. 

An  elderly  gentleman,  a  clergyman,  quite  blind,  consulted  me  some 
time  ago;  he  was  perfectly  well  in  all  other  respects,  but  be  was 
totally  blind,  and  had  this  singular  disease  of  the  cornea.  A  change 
had  occurred,  unfortunately,  in  this  case,  in  the  apex  of  the  cone,  doe 
to  friction;  it  appeared  qnite  opaqne.  The  old  gentleman  was  very 
far  advanced  in  life,  perhaps  about  eighty — an  age  at  which  one  is  not 
fond  of  new  experiraeuta  or  new  theories.  It  has  been  si^gesled  now 
— by  the  new  Ophthalmological  School,  if  I  mistake  not — to  make  an 
artificial  pupil  in  such  cases.  I  simply  ordered  the  atropine  dropa, 
from  which  he  obtained  a  very  fair  amount  of  comfort;  indeed,  be 
went  to  church,  he  rode  about  in  his  carriage,  took  exercise,  and,  much 
lo  bis  delight,  renewed  his  acquaintanceship  with  an  old  friend,  the 
'Times'  newspaper!  which  he  read,  holding  it  np  close  to  his  nose  and 
forehead.  I  cannot  say  that  I  am  favorable  to  cutting  operations  in 
these  cases;  the  palliative  plan  of  atropine  answers  every  purpose. 

We  next  pass  on  to  a  different  order  of  cases,  bat  one  which  mast 
attract,  as  it  deserves,  your  serious  attention.    The  next  is  a  case  of 


I  may  say,  in  the  beginning,  this  has  been  a  patient  a  little  ont  of 
the  ordinary  hospital  routine  of  such  cases — a  respectable  young  per- 
son coming  to  as  in  perfect  health,  but  attacked  with  iritisl  If  we 
pat  the  question  of  syphilitic  or  non-syphilitic  to  herself  oat  of  book, 


I  ahonld  be  disappointed  if  she  answered  it  exactly  as  it  might  be 
wished.  She  comes  to  as  from  the  country;  she  looks  somethiug  like 
a  quiet  governess  in  a  private  family.  Now,  governesses  may  go 
wrong,  I  dare  say,  for  all  that  yon  know,  as  we!l  as  those  ovet  whom 
they  may  be  said  to  govern.  It  is  very  prohable  that  we  are  favored 
with  this  lady's  goeiety  becaose  she  has  kept  the  thing  a  profound 
secret  np  to  the  present.  All  this  baa  a  bearing  on  tlie  case,  however, 
and  if  we  make  any  band  of  it,  it  will  be  by  going  slowly,  as  there  is 
EQch  a  thing  as  idiopathic  iritis,  rheumatic  iritis,  &c.  She  admitted 
that  she  had  taken  some  medicine,  bnt  it  was  all  Epsom  salts,  certain- 
ly nothing  else.  Well,  not  knowing  much  of  what  are  now  termed, 
in  the  phrBseology  of  the  day,  this  lady's  "  antecedents,"  or  the  amount 
of  moral  control  she  may  or  may  not  have  practised  as  a  governess  on 
herself  by  way  of  example  to  her  pupils,  Mr.  — — ,  my  House  Surgeon, 
commenced  what  the  newspapers  call  a  "  delicate  investigation."  She, 
of  conrae,  denied  point  blank  all  syphilitic  taint,  but  on  untying  the 
strings  of  her  bonnet — which  sh*  was  requested  to  do,  as  you  saw  on 
the  day  of  her  admission— there  were  some  copper- colored  spots  un- 
der the  ribbons,  not  as  inviting  as  one  woold  like;  yet  this  was  not  sof- 
fieient  for  onr  purposes  of  a  diagnosis,  though  it  left  no  doubt  on  my 
own  mind  of  the  true  nature  of  the  disease;  bnt  we  further  made  ont: 
this  is  the  month  of  May,  but  abont  last  Christmas  she  bad  a  dis- 
charge, attended  by  swellings  in  each  groin,  bnt  she  merely  took  small 
doses  of  Epsom  salts,  and  did  nothing  else.  She  would  not  for  the 
world  have  told  the  family  surgeon.  Yon  will  see  the  bearing  of  this 
"delicate  investigation"  presently:  she  took  her  salts,  and  rested  con- 
tented that  it  woTild  all  blow  over.  Xow,  let  ua  retrace  onr  steps 
with  this  new  light.  About  five  months  ago,  you  perceive,  she  had 
primary  syphilis — it  may  have  been  very  slight;  she  had  a  discharge, 
probably  from  an  abrasion  in  the  passage.  Two  months  after  she  no- 
ticed the  marks  under  the  ribbons  of  her  bonnet — viz.,  a  scaly  eraption, 
and  now  more  of  a  copper  color,  yet  she  very  probably  knew  of  no 
bearing  of  one  of  these  things  on  the  other. 

May  4. — Together  with  the  previous  history,  we  find  the  left  eye  of 
this  governess  has  been  had  for  ten  days.  She  was  ordered  strong 
poppy  fomentation  and  gray  powder,  ter  in  die — eight  leeches  to  the 
temple.  When  I  first  saw  the  muddy  color  of  the  iris,  and  perceived 
that  she  complained  of  dimness  of  vision,  that  the  pupil  was  contracted, 
and  did  not  seem  to  answer  to  the  stimulus  of  light,  1  had  no  doubt  in 
my  own  mind  of  its  being  syphilitic  iritis. 
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J 3th. — I  need  not  go  over  the  notes  of  treatment;  they  do  not  pre- 
sent aDjthiitg  worthy  of  stopping  to  remark  on,  as  you  have  seen  the 
case  to-day;  but  here,  on  the  ISth,  she  is  reported  as  "neatly  well;" 
the  leeehea  and  gray  powder  have  answered  their  purpose;  the  iris  is 
again  safe ;  and  she  wili  probably  leave  the  hospital,  thug  rescued  from 
fartheT  temporizing  mischief. 

Now,  gentlemen,  this  history  interests  us  all  as  surgeons.  You  see 
it  is  made  up  of  quiet,  confidential  demeanor  towards  erea  the  poorest 
patient;  and  when  this  is  adopted  yon  seldom  fail  to  come  down  on 
the  trnth;  the  educated  surgeon  will  not  go  astray;  and  then,  also,  it 
teaches  you  a  great  fact,  as  I  take  it  to  be,  in  tlie  natural  history  of 
syphilis,  to  be  arrived  at  in  the  same  manner,  that  yon  may  most  nn- 
donbtedly  have  aU  the  phenomena  of  syphilis,  even  in  syphilitic  iritis, 
without  one  grain  of  mercury  having  been  previously  admiotatered. 
Iritis  is  said  especially  to  be  a  "mercurial  symptom."  Soma  of  my 
colleagues  and  many  other  surgeons  express  themselves  strongly  on 
this  point  of  doctrine — a  doctrine .  I  do  not  hold  at  all.  Ttiis  young 
women,  as  Horace  says,  was  striving  to  drive  out  Nature,  but  still  it 
would  ever  keep  retnrning — 

"  Nataram  enpellas  ftitoa,"  Ac. 

She  toot  no  mercury;  she  dosed  herself  soberly  with  salts;  but  still 
we  have  the  usual  course  of  natural  symptoms — an  abrasion  or  an 
alcer,  probably  getting  well  by  cleanliness,  and  not  using  any  irritating 
washes;  then  muco-parulent  discharge,  next  boboes,  all  cured  for  the 
time  by  salts;  then  the  inexorable  spots  under  hor  ribbons,  as  com- 
pletely copper  colored  as  ever  I  saw,  and  now  iritis;  bnt  all,  I  am 
firmly  satisfied,  generated  without  mercnry  1 

You  probably  know  that  the  surgical  world  is  divided  into  two 
opposing,  if  not  hostile,  camps:  the  mercnrial  and  non-mcrcnrial  plan 
of  treatment  having  each  its  ensign  flying,  and  some  battle — some 
knights  arrayed  with  their  hosts  on  one  side  or  the  other;  bnt  of  the 
natural  progression  of  syphilitic  symptoms,  even  as  far  as  iritis,  with- 
ont  the  agency  of  mercnry,  I  have  had  no  donbt  whatever;  indeed, 
this  single  case — every  bit  of  which  is  now  coherent  and  simple — 
proves  it.  Do  not  be  misled,  then,  by  the  sappoaition  that  diseases  of 
the  iris  or  periosteum  are  due  to  mercury  more  than  to  syphilis,  for 
diseases  of  the  iris  brook  no  delay  if  you  wish  to  preserve  the  integrity 
of  viaion  in  the  organ. — Medical  Circular. 
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M.  TXtLFBAIT  ON  THE  SPBCULTTM. 

La  Frantx  MidiasU,  of  the  IStli  of  FebrQiiry,  containa  some  clioical 
observatioiiB  made  by  M.  Velpeau,  at  the  "Cbarite"  Hospital,  upon 
a  case  of  supposed  molignant  ulceration  of  llie  ueck  of  the  uterus.  In 
the  course  of  his  remarks,  the  lecturer  stated  that  profesKional  men 
generally  OTcrrated  the  diagnostic  powers  of  the  speculum;  and  that 
in  nine  cases  out  of  twelve  we  can  very  well  dispense  with  it.  Both 
experience  and  reaeoning  tend  to  render  the  use  of  the  speculum  less 
freqaent.  This  instrument,  in  fact,  teaches  us  nothing  respecting  the 
Tolnme,  shape,  position,  or  density  of  the  organ  to  be  examined. 
The  only  circumstance  which  it  brings  to  light  is  the  lint  of  the  cervbc, 
and  the  knowledge  of  this  tiat  is  often  of  no  use  whatever.  The  fin- 
ger, M.  Velpeau  thinks,  is  far  more  useful:  with  it  we  make  ont  ul- 
cerations, granulations,  fungosities,  and  the  consistence  of  the  cervix. 
Nay,  the  speculum  often  leads  into  errors  of  diagnosis,  and  makes  ns 
suspect  lesions  which  have  no  existence.  The  neck  of  the  utems, 
caught  by  tlie  extremity  of  the  speculum,  appears  larger  than  it  really 
is,  and  the  os  looks  gaping;  nor  should  it  remain  unmcniioned,  that  a 
simple  fold  of  the  vagina  is  often  mistaken  for  the  cervix,  and  the 
caustic  is  applied  where  it  was  not  intended  to  act.  M.  Telpean, 
without  rejecting  the  speculum,  wishes,  however,  that  its  use  may  be 
considerably  restricted,  and  that  young  practitioners  shonld  get  accus- 
tomed to  establish  their  diagnosis  by  means  of  digital  esaminatioa. 

We  have  transcribed  these  opinions  out  of  respect  for  the  Nestot 
of  French  snrgery;  bnt  it  will  not  escape  the  attention  of  any  unbiased 
reader  that  the  knowledge  obtained  by  a  speculum  examination  is  by 
the  lecturer  left  completely  in  the  shade;  the  picture  is  a  one-aided 
one,  as  the  facilities  afforded  by  the  apeculam  for  local  application  are 
not  at  all  mentioned.  It  has,  moreover,  not  appeared  necessary  to 
M.  Velpeau  to  state  that  hardly  anything  is  to  be  got  by  digital  exa^ 
mination  (save  infection)  in  venereal  affections;  and  that  no  woman 
can  be  looked  upon  as  thoronghly  examined,  when  a  venereal  taint  is 
suspected,  if  specula  for  the  two  pelvic  outlets  be  not  used. 


HydToak  Treattd  by  Bltctridty. — Rodolfi,  of  Milan,  has  applied  elec- 
tricity  for  the  cure  of  hydrocele  in  four  cases,  and  reports  very  favor- 
ably concerning  its  effects,  not  only  the  Quid  disappearing  in  all,  but 
its  reproduction  being  prevented  in  three  of  the  cases.  Bunsen's,  oi 
better  still,  Daniel's  pile  should  be  employed.— iJru^-giria'  Ciradar. 


EDITOR'S    T^BLE. 

DR.  BOWUNO  verauB  DR,  OROSS. 
The  last  aumber  of  our  Naabvilie  eonfren  comes  to  as  freighted 
witb  fifteen  mortal  pages  de?oted  to  the  rude  diBaectioo  of  the  senior 
editor  of  the  N.  A.  Medico-Chirurgical  Reoiew,  whose  late  commcnta 
on  the  American  Medical  Association  have,  it  seems,  so  "  frightened 
from  his  propriety"  our  old  friend  Dr.  B.,  that  he  has  forgotten  his 
characteristic  dignity,  suavity,  and  tlie  kindred  good  qualities  of  his 
better  nature,  and  whicli  make  him  so  generally  a  favorite.  Indeed, 
there  is  so  much  ot  ihe  fortiCer  in  this  esplosion  at  N^aehville,  that  the 
ntter  annihilation  of  our  old  friend,  Dr.  Gross,  appears  to  have  heeii 
anticipated,  aud  might  be  ai)prehem3ed  bat  for  one  sad  deficiency, 
viz.,  the  lack  of  that  "  moral  power"  which  Dr.  B.  so  eulogizes,  and 
of  which  he  has  so  virid  a  recollection,  as  exemplified  at  the  Wash- 
ington meeting. 

We  are  far  from  assuming  the  championship  of  Dr.  Gross  or  the 
Jefferson  Medical  Coiiege,  as  everybody  knows,  and  yet  we  confess 
that  our  warm  friendship  for  Dr.  BowUng  does  not  blind  as  to  his 
faults;  nor,  knowing  him  as  we  do,  can  we  help  sympathizing  with  his 
antagonist  under  the  censorious  onslaught  of  the  article  under  notice. 
ladeeJ,  we  incline  to  the  opinion,  that,  ou  calmer  reflection,  its  author 
will  liimself  "regro"  its  savage  dennuciatiou,  and  concede  that 
"  this  is  not  the  style  to  do  good  with." 

The  article  begins  with  a  tannt  against  Dr.  Gross's  intellectual  sta- 
tus, as  oue  eutitliug  him  to  commiseration  rather  than  censure,  which, 
if  it  were  just,  Dr.  B.  might  hare  spared  this  (.Tuel  infliction  upon  a 
medical  brother,  thus  unfortunately  imbecile.  It  is  almost  as  bad  as 
the  "forty  locomotive  power  of  the  Philadelphia  hydro-oxygen  blow- 
pipe upon  one  lone,  unarmed,  unfriended  man,"  which  he  cites  as  a, 
demonstration  of  the  "force  of  moral  power,"  in  a  Fick-wickian  sense, 
if  he  will  pardon  the  frreverence. 

The  criticism  of  Dr.  Gross  upon  Dr.  Eve's  inaugural,  we  are  free 
to  confess,  merits  all  the  rebuke  Dr.  B.  has  given  it,  although  the 
prejudice  against  rivals  too  often  degenerates  into  bitter  antipathies 
to  excite  our  special  wonder.  Besides,  both  the  matter  and  manner  of 
Dr.  Eve's  address  iias  been  so  highly  commended  in  nearly  all  the 
medical  journals  of  the  country  and  iu  those  abroad,  that,  in  the  liy- 
percriticism  complained  of,  the  Medico-Chirurgical  might  be  safely 
"  left  alone  in  its  glory."    Moreover,  Dr.  G.  bad  betrayed  his  hostiU- 


t7  to  Dr.  Eve's  election  to  our  Preeidency  by  a  former  article,  wbidi 
we  took  occasion  to  reprove,  and  which  loat  hini  man;  friends.  Thst 
he  should  EtiU  eherish  a  similar  spirit,  onlj  shows  that  tbwe  is  a 
"great  deal  of  human  nature  io  mankind,"  and  by  letting  it  alone  it 
will  pnnish  itself.  We  Kbould  not  he  Enrprised,  if  br  this  time  Dr.  Q. 
does  hunself  "  regret "  it.  without  waiting  for  the  "  moral  power  "  with 
which  be  is  menaced. 

Bat  there  is  one  sentence  in  Dr.  B.'s  article  which  we  "  regret,"  in 
advance,  without  waiting  for  hia  own.  We  allude  to  that  in  which 
he  affirms  that  "  had  Dr.  Gross  embodied  his  editorial  in  a  speech  be- 
fore that  body,  he  woald  have  been  e.tpelled  from  the  Association." 
This  mnst  be  a  hyperbolical  fionrish  of  rhetoric,  for  we  have  looked  in 
vain  over  the  editorial,  aud  find  nothing  there  which  could  hare  con- 
stitntionaUy  authorized  ho  extreme  a  measure.  Indeed,  Dr.  B.  eon- 
cedes  that  it  would  Dot  bare  been  right  thus  to  gag  the  freedom  of 
speech,  or  to  punish  its  utterance.  He,  however,  has  no  doubt,  "  &oni 
the  tempo-  avd  bearing  of  that  body,"  that,  law  or  no  law,  the  deed 
wonld  have  been  done,  which  is  a  hamiliating  confession,  justified,  how- 
ever, by  certain  exixibitions  of  "  temper  and  bearing''  which  all  psrties 
by  this  time  "  regret."  That  ench  a  deed  of  darkness  as  that  hypoth- 
ecated could  be  possible,  would  scarcely  be  cited  as  indicating  moral 
power  or  any  other  moral  quality  in  the  body.  Escommnnication  for 
liberty  of  speech  would  not  be  tolerated  iu  this  country,  either  in 
church  or  state. 

There  lb  one  charge  brought  against  Dr.  Gross,  which  oor  old  friend 
Dr.  B.  will  pardon  us  for  saying,  strikes  us  as  erroneous,  viz.,  hie  ad- 
90awy  of  the  muUiplicalum  of  mtdiud  tdtoois  in  tkt  South  and  Soatk- 
wutf  while  we  have  ever  understood  Dr.  G.  to  deprecate  the  opening 
of  schools  in  places  destitute  of  adequate  means  for  clinical  instraction. 
Surely  the  friendly  notice  of  tlie  Faculty  of  Shelby  Medical  College, 
at  Nashville,  does  not  justiiy  this  charge. 

With  the  matters  of  personal  history  of  Dr.  G.,  and  the  abuses  and 
misdemeanors  of  Jefferson  Medical  College,  to  which  Dr.  B.  refers 
with  so  much  severity,  we  presume  not  to  be  familiar  enough  to  justify 
us  in  speaking.  Onr  only  purpose  is,  to  interpose  our  kind  offices  as 
a  peacemaker  between  two  friends,  whom  we  regard  such,  because 
they  are  worthy;  for,  "with  all  their  faults,  we  love  them  stitL'  Dr. 
B.  is  a  physician  of  the  old  school,  though  still  yonng  in  bis  ardor, 
abihty  and  tact,  and  is  at  home  in  ionrnalism,  as  some  of  as  know 
fall  well;  for  woe  to  the  nnlncky  wight  who  crosses  his  path  in  bos- 
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I  tilitj,  ir  he  nasheath  his  pen.     Dr.  G.  is  likewise  a  doctor  of  the  old 

'  school,  with  Young;  America  superadded,  and  wears  merited  laurels 
in  both  surgery  and  pathology,  which  ho  has  earned  by  science,  skill, 
and  industry,  which  do  honor  to  American  Itterature.  Hence  we 
honor  them  both,  and  deprecate  the  hoatile  array  in  which  these  two 
contemporary  journals  are  now  marshaled,  and  would  fain  give  the 
olivebraneh  toboth.  If  they  must  oppose  each  other,  NaehTiilerwjw* 
Philadelphia,  will  both  allow  us  at  New  York  to  advise  tliem  to  "  put 

I  away  all  maUce  and  uncharitableness  and  oril  speaking,"  and  to  re- 
member the  motto  so  ofteu  hrokeu  by  as  all — "  Always  use  soft 

\  words— they  cost  nothing  ?" 


W 


^^^_  one  wb 


DR.  UcCUITTOCK'S  RBMOVAZ.. 

"Blodky  Alms  House. — At  a  meeting  of  the  managers  of  this  in- 
stitution, held  on  the  5tli  of  July,  Dr.  Kobert  K.  Smith  was  elected 
chief  resident  physician  in  place  of  Dr.  McClintock." 

The  Medical  Neuis,  in  making  this  announcement,  renders  itaelf 
ridiculous  by  ascribing  the  change  to  "  the  action  of  the  profession  in 
Philadelphia,"  which  had  no  more  to  do  with  it  than  their  recom- 
mendation of  Swaim's  panacea.  Everybody  knew  that  when  the 
Democrats  lost  the  election  iu  Philadelphia,  McClintock  would  lose 
hia  office.  The  identical  Dr.  Smith  who  is  re-elected  was  turned  out 
by  the  Democrats,  and  is  now  restored  by  the  opposite  party;  thus 
proving  what  we  have  always  afSrmed,  that  the  appointment  is  a 
political  one,  and  that  the  democracy  of  McClintock  secured  him  the 
appointment,  and  will  again  when  poUtics  change,  if  he  will  accept  it; 
and  as  before,  in  deBance  of  "  the  action  of  the  profession  of  Philadel- 
phia" or  elsewhere. 

Onr  opinion  of  medical  appointments  being  made  on  political 
grounds  is  well  known  to  our  readers,  but  the  fact  that  they  are  thns 
made,  and  often  irrespective  of  qualification,  is  undeniable;  and  this 
readers  such  positions  undesirable  by  men  who  have  anything  else  to 
do,  III  this  case,  the  "profession  in  Pbiladelpbia"  have  been  proven 
to  be  powerless  tu  defeating  the  election  last  year,  which  was  made 
by  one  political  party;  and  politics,  not  the  action  of  the  profession, 
has  made  the  recent  change,  for  had  the  Democrats  remained  in 
power,  Dr,  McClintock  would  have  been  iu  office  and  Dr.  Smith  would 
have  been — nowhere.  Aa  to  their  relative  fitness  for  the  place,  no 
one  who  knows  them  both  coald  attribute  superiority  to  tba  latter. 
Ee  hod  been  there  before  McClintock,  and  their  comp&ratiTe  qu«lLfi- 


catioDB  have  been  Judged  by  the  Board  of  O-aardians,  and  will  be 
more  maiiifeBt  in  the  EtatisUcs  of  the  hoBpital  hereafter.  Bat  now 
that  McClintodc  ia  removed,  the  politietit  appoiatment  of  his  saccessor 
will  no  more  disturb  the  "  entire  professioti  of  Philadelphia,"  who  we 
hope  may  have  peace. 


mrw  TORK  MEDICAL  COI.LEO'E. 

The  annonncement  of  this  Bchool,  on  another  page  of  the  Gazette, 
affords  the  opportunity  to  say  that  the  facnlty  as  at  present  organized 
is  worthy  of  public  coofiilence.  Their  building,  museum,  and  appa- 
ratus are  everything  that  could  be  desired.  Prof  Childs,  in  the  de- 
partment of  anatomy,  has  no  SDperior  as  a  teacher  or  demonstrator; 
and  Prof.  DoremoB  gives  a  course  of  medical  chemistry  such  as  ta 
rarely  to  be  found  elsewhere,  especially  in  the  analytical  and  toxico- 
logical  departments  of  his  laboratory,  while  as  au  esperimentaliat  he 
Is  nnrivaled  anywhere.  These  two  chairs  we  regard  as  tiie  most  im- 
portant in  the  school,  especially  for  beginners.  Prof.  Peaslee's  course 
of  physiology  and  pathology  is  always  regarded  by  the  students  with 
high  favor,  so  attractive  are  both  his  matter  and  manner.  Prof.  Cox 
gives  an  admirable  course  on  theory  aud  practice,  and  is  withal  a 
popular  lecturer.  Prof.  Barker  excels  in  liis  department,  to  which  he 
devotes  all  the  energies  of  liis  ardent  mind,  Prof.  Caruocban,  as  a 
teacher  of  surgery,  bus  a  deservedly  high  reputation,  especially  as  a 
clinical  instnictor  in  the  great  emigrant's  hospital  of  which  he  is  the 
chief,  and  to  which  students  have  access.  Prof.  Davis  sustains  him- 
self ably  in  the  chair  of  materia  medica  and  the  re  ape  a  tics,  by  a  tbor- 
ongb  and  practical  conrse,  for  which  his  industry  and  scholarship  pe- 
culiarly fit  him.  While  Prof.  Green,  in  his  emeritus  chair,  indoctrin- 
ates his  pnpils  into  the  nature  and  treatment  of  all  diseasea  of  the 
Inngs,  throat  and  air  passages,  a  department  in  which  he  has  acquired 
an  enviable  popularity  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  college  cliniqnes  are  almost  daily  held  by  the  several  members 
of  the  facnlty,  and  the  dissecting  rooms  are  open  for  the  cultivation    ' 
of  practical  anatomy  under  Prof.  Conant,  who  still  retains  bis  post  as 
demonstrator  in  this  school. 

Those  who  are  beginning  or  completing  their  medical  studies,  and  ' 
who  appreciate  the  advantages  our  city  affords,  will  find  in  the  New  I 
York  Medical  College  every  facility  which  is  anywhere  accessible  for 
thoroagb  and  practical  instrnction.    For  particulars  see  advertisement  ] 
of  the  Dean,  in  the  Gazette. 
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CONGRESS  TVATER-BARATOQA  BPRINGK3. 

A  flying  visit  to  Saratoga  recently  demonstrated  that  the  waters 
of  Congress  Spring  retain  all  their  ancient  healing  virtues,  and  possess 
all  the  attraction  to  the  palate,  so  long  remembered  by  some  of  us, 
who  have  learned  to  regard  Congress  water  as  among  the  choicest 
luxuries,  and  indeed  the  necessaries  of  life.  Ladies  and  gentlemen  by 
hundreds  meet  at  the  Spring  during  the  season  annually,  who  have 
thus  met  for  the  past  quarter  of  a  century,  and  seldom  see  each  other 
anywhere  else.  They  congratulate  each  other  on  their  excellent  health 
while  quaffing  the  delicious  waters,  and  attribute  their  exemption  from 
disease  and  their  prospective  longevity  to  the  use  of  the  Congress  wa- 
ter, at  the  Spring  in  the  summer,  and  at  home  the  year  round.  Among 
these  old  habitues  the  preference  for  this  spring  is  exclusive,  so  that 
they  scarcely  taste  the  water  of  any  other.  It  is  only  new-comers  and 
invalids,  who  have  faith  in  drugs,  that  indulge  in  the  more  medicated 
waters  of  the  Empire,  Hamilton,  Columbian,  Iodine,  Putnam,  Pavilion, 
Flat  Rock,  or  High  Rock  Springs. 

The  hotels  and  boarding  houses  are  everything  that  could  be  de- 
sired. The  United  States,  Union,  and  Congress  Hall  still  take  the 
lead,  and  are  all  crowded  to  their  utmost  capacity,  although  recently 
enlarged.  Hundreds  from  each  of  them  are  driven  to  the  smaller 
hotels,  and  to  private  houses  for  lodging,  by  reason  of  the  overflowing 
population  of  the  principal  houses.  In  the  middle  of  August,  it  was 
computed  that  not  less  than  7,000  strangers  sojourned  in  Saratoga, 
from  1,200  to  1,500  having  dined  at  one  of  the  hotels  in  a  single  day. 

The  atmosphere  is  probal>ly  the  most  salubrious  of  any  in  the  coun- 
try, while  the  waters  of  Congress  Spring,  when  judiciously  used,  awaken 
extraordinary  appetite  and  impart  improved  digestion,  both  to  the 
healthy  and  the  invalid.  Hence  very  general  health  prevails  in  the 
region  round  about,  so  that  our  profession  who  reside  here  have  very 
little  to  do  cither  with  citizens  or  strangers,  except  in  cases  of  excessive 
indulgence  in  unwonted  luxuries,  especially  among  the  multitude  of 
valetudinarians,  who  resort  hither  to  recruit  exhausted  energies,  or 
seek  invigoration  during  convalescence. 

Visitors  having  chronic  diseases  are  perhaps  the  most  numerous 
class  of  patients  who  need  medical  advice.  These  are  fished  for  by 
every  bait  of  quackery,  including  Indian  doctors,  homceo  and  hydro 
and  electro  paths,  lung,  womb,  cancer,  and  corn  doctors,  with  every 
device  of  specialty  to  be  found  elsewhere.  But  though  a  perfect  ava- 
lanche of  quacks  settle  down  here  every  season,  as  birds  of  passage 
36 
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and  of  prey,  from  every  country  under  beaven,  jet  the  physicians  resi- 
dent here  make  no  complaint  against  any  ot  the  tribe,  except  of  the 
hotel  aharkB  or  Bharpors;  some  of  whom  spend  every  season  here, 
Bcrambling  for  patients  aud  fees,  and  are  often  unscrupulous,  putting 
on  ail's  of  superiority,  leadiug  silly  womeu  astray,  by  enlisting  tliem  as 
recruiting  officers,  or  as  trumpeters  to  blow  for  them  for  hire ;  and  over- 
riding all  medical  law  and  ethics,  because,  forsooth,  holding  positions 
when  at  home  which  give  tliem  notoriety,  not  fame;  which  is  oflfln  so 
nnproductive  as  to  render  them  needy  as  well  as  greedy,  while  located  at  J 
the  Springs.     More  thuu  one,  it  is  said,  catch  more  patients  and  fees  I 
during  two  or  tlircc  months  here,  than  they  do  the  year  round  at  home.  , 
The  regular  medical  men  we  foand  permanently  resiiling  at  Sara-  I 
toga,  are  educated  and  reliable  in  every  respect,  and  they  a 
tained  by  the  eniolumeiits  of  each  season,  derived  chiefly  from  the  i 
visitors  who  are  wise  enough  to  drink  the  waters  under  sound  and  I 
experienced  medical  advice,  which  they  are  competent  to  give,  aud  | 
their  fees  are  proverbially  low.     We  heard  of  no  instance  of  extortion  t 
among  any  of  them,  although  the  quacks  and  speeiaUsts  and  interlopers 
here  are  notorious  for  exorbitant  exactions,  as  is  their  wont  every- 
where.    They  have  few  patients,  and  mini  have  a  living  out  of  them, 
"  Tou  know  we  mnst  live,"  said  one  of  them  to  a  shrewd  Yankee  re-  , 
monstrant,  who  replied,  "  I  know  no  such  thing;  I  see  no  reason  why  j 
you  must  live,  while  yonr  patients  mint  die.    There  is  not  the  least  | 
occasion  for  your  living  nt  all." 


more:  sp&cialism. 

Oar  profession  seems  to  ije  doomed ;  for,  instead  of  medical  men,  a 
olden  time,  being  qualified  in  every  department  and  adeqnate  to  every  I 
emergency,  the  present  race  of  doctors  is  split  np  into  little  squads  of  I 
kindred  specialists,  so  ibatwe  are  soonto  have  specific  doctorsforeTCry  I 
disease  not  merely,  but  for  every  organ,  function,  aud  even  foratmn  I 
in  the  human  body.    The  race  oi  fundammlil  doctors  seems  to  be  mnj-  | 
tiplying  apace,  and  becoming  as  namerous  as  ascarides,  to  whom  they  ^ 
bear  a  striking  resemblance,  not  only  by  their  explorations  into  the 
■  anus,  and  their  partiality  to  fcecal  odors  and  excrementitious  filth,  but 
by  their  microscopic  insigniGcance  when  compared  to  what  some  of 
them  might  have  been  had  they  retaiued  the  dignity,  rank,  and  eleva-  . 
ted  position  which  intrinsically  belongs  to  a  physician  worthy  the  n« 
but  which  a  spcdalist  forfeits  in  the  act  of  becoming  such;  especially  j 
those  whose  ciciusive  aud  chosen  field  is  d  pvsUncri. 
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[The  following  document  introduces  a  new  remedy  to  the  profession, 
which  has  acquired  great  reputation  in  France,  for  its  tonic  and  nutri- 
tious properties,  adapted  to  debilitated  conditions  of  the  nervous  sys- 
tem and  of  the  digestive  organs.  See  our  advertising  pages.  Ward 
&  Simonin,  37  South  William  St.,  or  at  Olliffe's,  809  Broadway.] 

Ne'V7  York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

New  York,  August  Uh^  1868^. 
Messrs.  Ward  &  Simonin, 

Gentlemen — In  accordance  with  the  request  expressed  in  your  note 
to  me,  I  take  pleasure  in  forwarding  to  your  house  the  following  ex- 
tract from  the  records  of  the  meeting  of  the  Academy,  which  was  held 
this  evening. 

"  The  following  report,  from  Section  4th,  was  adopted  by  the  Acade- 
my, and  ordered  on  file: 

"  The  Section  on  Materia  Medica  and  Botany,  to  which  was  refer- 
red for  examination  and  report  a  specimen  of  Vin  Toni  Nutritif  au 
Quinquina  et  Cacoa,  &c.,  prepared  by  Bugeaud,  Paris,  respectfully 
report,"  (after  giving  the  formula  of  its  composition,  the  report  con- 
cluded as  follows,)  "this  Wine  has  been  administered  by  the  differ- 
ent members  of  the  Section,  in  such  cases  as  required  a  gentle  tonic, 
and,  so  far  as  it  has  been  employed,  it  has  fully  answered  their  expec- 
tations. 

"  The  Section  would  therefore  recommend  it  as  worthy  a  trial  with 
the  above  named  class  of  patients,  and  more  particularly  in  convales- 
cence from  intermittent  and  other  fevers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

[Signed,]  Joel  Foster,  M.D., 

Chairman  of  the  Section. 

E.  H.  Janes,  M.D., 

Sec'y  of  the  Section  of  Mat.  Med.  and  Botany.'^ 

In  transmitting  this  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  Section,  I  take 
pleasure  in  adding  my  own  individual  corroboration  of  the  confidence 
therein  implied,  and  remain,  gentlemen, 

Sincerely  yours, 

C.  F.  Heywood,  M.D., 
Rec.  Sec'y  N.  Y.  Acad'y  of  Med. 


DISCOVERT  OF  ETHEUUZATION. 

Oar  readers  will  find  in  this  nnnibcr  an  artide  on  this  subject,  d 
monBtratiDg  that  a  certain  clique  of  ph7Eician3  in  this  city  have  1: 
betrayed  into  the  endorsement  of  the  claims  of  Dr.  Morton,  of  Boston, 
to  a  discovery  of  which  he  knew  nothing  until  he  learned  it  of  Dr. 
Horace  Wells,  of  Hartford,  who  had  sDCcessfully  nsed  ether  and  prov- 
ed its  anteathotic  properties  two  years  before  either  Morton  or  Jack- 
son pretend  to  any  knowledge  on  the  suhject,  except  what  was  derived, 
from  Dr,  Wells,  After  the  evidence  here  furnished,  that  Drs,  Mott 
and  Parker  both  made  oath,  in  1853,  that  the  merit  of  discovery  be- 
longed solely  to  Dr.  Wells,  their  obhvions  memories  alone  can  account 
for  their  being  wheedled  into  the  recent  certificate  recommending  Dr. 
Morton  to  the  public  as  meriting  contributions  from  our  citizens,  as 
being  the  discoverer  of  anything.  What  mast  tlie  contributors  think 
of  Morton's  endorsers  on  learning  the  loss  of  then:  wits  and  their 
money?     Will  Morton  return  the  money?     See  page  526. 


MASBACHUBETTS  QEKBRAL  HOSPITAI.. 

Dr.  Benjamin  S.  Shaw  has  been  appointed  Re.sident  Physician  and 
Sopcrinteiideni;  of  this  institution,  the  necessity  of  having  a  medical 
Iiead  having  at  last  become  too  obvious  to  admit  any  farther  delay. 

Still  the  Governors  of  onr  New  York  Hospital  and  Bellevae  plod 
on  in  blissful  ignorance  of  what  is  everywhere  else  palpable  enough, 
that  a  remedial  inslitntion  can  never  be  rightly  or  safely  managed  with- 
out a  chief  medical  officer  at  its  head.  That  it  is  ever  otherwise,  is 
the  fault  of  the  physicians  tjjemselves,  whose  jealousies  of  each  other 
cannot  brook  subordination.  Tiicy  consent  to  bo  collectively  ruled  by 
an  ignorant  Warden,  not  of  the  profession,  rather  than  to  have  one  of 
their  own  brethren  made  their  superior  in  authority.  And  thus  it  is, 
the  interests  of  hospitals  and  the  safety  of  their  inmates  are  sacrificed 
to  their  petty  quarrels,  while  the  Governors  are  humbugged  into  doing 
notliing.    But  the  patients  are   "only  paupers,  for  whom  nobody 


MICROSCOPY. 

Dr.  Gonley,  the  curator  of  Bellevue  Ho.^^pital,  announces  in  tlu's 
number  a  Course  of  Lectures  and  demonstrations  during  the  month  of 
September,  in  the  Pathological  Lecture  Room  of  the  Hospital,  of 
which  physicians  as  well  as  students  will  do  well  to  avail  themselvea. 
He  has  extraordinary  faculties,  and  in  this  department  has  few  sujjo- 
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BLOOD-LETTINa   CONTROVERSY. 

The  British  and  Foreign  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  in  the  July 
number,  leads  off  with  an  elaborate  critique  upon  this  question,  which 
is  still  mooted  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal,  and  enlists  able 
contributions,  pro  and  con,  from  practised  writers.  Prof.  Allison, 
Drs.  Bennett,  T.  Watson,  Gairdner,  Bell,  Markham,  &c.,  are  among 
the  writers  reviewed. 

Meanwhile,  critical  hsemorrhages  are  ever  and  anon  relieving  the 
patients  of  congestions  and  inflammations  in  vital  organs,  the  vis 
medkatrix  natura  thus  interposing  to  enlighten  the  doctors,  by  curing 
their  patients  in  defiance  of  their  blunders  and  drugging.  Mul- 
titudes, however,  continue  to  be  sacrificed  by  paralytic  diseases,  which 
are  perennially  increasing,  because  of  the  vulgar  prejudices  which 
are  occasioned  or  strengthened  by  the  parties  to  this  blood-letting  con- 
troversy. The  truth  lies  between  the  two  extremes  and  those  middle- 
men who  know  when  and  how  to  bl^ ed,  and  can  discriminate  the 
cases  in  which  blood-letting  is  demanded,  from  those  in  which  it 
is  contra-indicated;  these  are  everywhere  the  most  successful  practi- 
tioners. The  acknowledged  abuses  of  venesection  by  ignorance  and 
temerity,  have  brought  a  valuable  and  indispensable  remedy  into  dis- 
repute, which,  however,  will  only  be  temporary  in  its  duration  among 
men  of  sense. 


-♦-•■♦■ 


The  New  Orleans  Medical  NewB  and  Hospital  Gazette 

Thus  regretfully  refers  to  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Thomas  Peniston 
from  the  chair  of  Clinical  Medicine  in  the  N.  0.  School  of  Medicine: 
"We  are  recording  an  event  which  only  gives  us  pain,  and  we  shall 
do  it  in  as  few  words  as  possible.  Impaired  health  has  forced  our 
worthy  and  most  higlily  esteemed  colleague  to  tender  his  resignation, 
and  he  has  gone  across  the  water  to  seek  repose  from  his  labors,  and 
that  restoration  for  which  he  sliall  have  our  heartfelt  prayers." 

Professor  Austin  Flint,  the  distinguished  author  of  Clinical  Reports 
on  Typhoid  Fever,  the  most  accurate  and  reliable  since  those  of  Louis, 
has  been  elected  to  fill  the  chair  vacated  by  the  resignation  of  Dr. 
Peniston.  As  Philadelphia  has  recently  been  making  inroad^-into  a 
Southern  Faculty  by  calling  Prof.  Dickson  from  Charleston,  it  seems 
but  fair  that  New  Orleans  should  make  reprisals  on  the  North;  this 
has  been  done  by  the  New  Orleans  School  of  Medicine  securing  Dr. 
Flint  from  Buffalo,  and  the  University,  Dr.  Richardson  from  Phila- 
delphia. Also,  Dr.  J.  F.  Grail  has  been  appointed  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy  in  the  New  Orleans  School  of  Medicine. 
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YELIiOTV  FEVER. 

This  Southern  scourge  is  doing  its  '*  work  of  death"  at  Havana, 
New  Orleans,  Charleston,  and  in  other  tropical  sections.  Our  own 
Quarantine  has  hence  an  unusual  number  of  cases  to  manage,  by  im- 
posing the  restrictions  required  by  our  health  laws,  many  of  which  are 
behind  the  age,  and  profoundly  stupid.  The  Health  Ofl&cer,  by  trying 
to  please  everybody,  pleases  nobody.  The  Board  of  Health,  in  sus- 
taining him,  conflict  with  their  brethren  on  Staten  Island,  where  a 
few  cases  having  occurred,  traceable  to  the  shipping;  a  combined  effort 
seems  to  be  making  to  get  up  a  panic,  for  which  there  is  not  the  sem- 
blance of  an  excuse,  as  all  the  doctors  perfectly  understand.  Epidemic 
Yellow  Fever  in  this  latitude,  and  at  the  temperature  of  this  season, 
is  a  physical  impossibility. 


»• « 


ATiBANY  MEDICAI.  COLLEGE. 

From  the  catalogue  and  circular  just  issued,  we  learn  that  the 
graduates  for  1857  numbered  24.  The  spring  course  of  lectures  is 
now  in  progress,  with  a  large  class.  The  Albany  Hospital  is  of  signal 
service  to  the  students,  by  its  clinical  facilities.  The  faculty  are  able 
and  practical  teachers,  of  established  reputation,  and  they  have  an 
excellent  library,  as  well  as  a  museum  of  anatomical,  surgical  and 
pathological  specimens,  which  in  extent  and  value  is  equal  to  any  in 
the  country.  No  better  school  can  be  found  out  of  the  Atlantic 
cities,  and  few  of  these  have  been  more  prosperous. 


»•« 


Simlled  Milk. — We  learn  that  many  of  our  physicians  in  New  York 
have  determined  to  report  to  the  City  Inspector,  for  his  bill  of  inter- 
ments hereafter,  the  true  cause  of  death,  instead  of  returning  maras- 
mus, inanition,  cholera  infantum,  diarrhoea,  &c.,  whenever  these  dis- 
eases are  traceable  to  swilled  milk,  and  thus  let  the  records  of  infant 
mortality  proclaim  the  truth. 


»»« 


Frof.  Palmer,  of  the  Peninsular  Journal,  replies  to  Prof.  Bowling, 
of  Nashville,  defending  himself  from  the  charge  of  unfairness  towards 
Dr.  Campbell,  of  Georgia,  by  ignoring  in  his  late  Report  all  reference 
to  the  publications  of  the  latter,  and  imputing  sectional  prejudice. 
Dr.  P.,  after  his  explanations,  calls  somewhat  imperatively  upon  Dr. 
B.  for  the  amende  honorable,  which  will  not  be  withheld. 


.■..'.  J  ...k ., 


BHEXiBT  MEDICAIi  COIiI^GB. 

The  naprecedented  siiccess  of  the  Unktrsity  of  NashmJie  hflB  en- 
couraged others  to  established  a  second  Medical  I[istitution  at  tSiia 
point.  The  following  gentlemen  have  been  elected  to  fill  the  respec- 
tive chairs: 

J.  F.  May,  M.D.,  Principles  and  Operations  of  Surgery;  B.  B. 
Haskins,  M.D.,  Theory  and  Practiee  of  Medicine;  J._  P.  Ford,  M.D.. 
Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children;  T.  L,  Maddin,  M.D., 
Descriptive,  Histological  and  Surgicai  Auatooay;  J.  H.  Calleuder,  M. 
D,,  Materia  Medica  and  Thcrapentics;  R.  0.  Carrey,  M,D,,  Chemis- 
try and  Medical  JuriBprndence;  Daniel  P.  Wright,  M.D.,  Physiology 
and  Pathology;  H.  M.  Compton,  M.D.,  Doraonstrator. 

The  circular  of  the  new  college  evinces  a  conciliatory  spirit,  ami  de- 
precates strongly  any  sospicion  of  unworthy  rivalry  or  desire  to  crip- 
ple the  valuable  organization  already  existing  in  Nashville.  "Its  suo- 
>  cess  is  a  source  of  gratification  to  all  who  take  pride  in  the  public  ia- 
'  stitations  of  the  city  and  the  state,  and,  without  affectation,  they  de- 
sire it  to  continue." 

Recognizing  the  names  of  several  of  onr  rained  friends  in  the  above 
Facnlty,  we  can  cordially  wish  them  success;  but  with  friends  equal- 
ly prized  by  ua,  in  the  University,  that  success  could  be  no  longer 
gratifying  to  as,  shoald  it  be  secured  at  llie  expense  of  that  noble  and 
liberal  inatitation. — Soutkeni  Medical  and  Surreal  Journal. 

^DBLlWQtJENT  SDB3CHIBERS. 

All  who  do  not  remit  the  ainonnt  due  for  subscription  to  the  Qa- 
ZETTE,  must  prepare  themselves  lo  lie  stricken  from  our  mail  book,  as 
payment  in  advance  is  the  rule,  and  this  cannot  be  dispensed  with.  To 
avert  such  a  calamity,  we  shall  expect  to  hear  from  some  300  detio- 
qaents  immediately. 

L^  „  CONTENTS. 

f   OaiaivAi.  DepiBTHENT 61S 

Dr.  Lae'e  BecUmatioo  Top  Dr.  Paine 61S 

Dr.  W.  T.  G.  Uorlen,  agBin S2S 

Bklkotionh SJg 

Srief  BxhortetiDD  to  "Young  Physic  " — PrafeBBioiml  Uorallty  aai  Bcliaioa,  (ooa- 
c[aded,)  S39;  Tbe  Profeaaioa  imil  HonUBopuhj,  fi31;  Dr.  Mortra  Puda's  biBt[- 
tatea  orUedidne,  S40:  CunanltalJDnsiriUi  HaniixopiitliB,Si2:  PaUtDiaeueaf 
tbe  Appendix  TermiConnis,  541;  On  Conkal  Cornea  and  Iw  Tre&tmBaC.  and 
on  OoDorrbceal  Iritis,  S19l  M.  Velpean  on  tbe  SpeoDlnm,  656;  Hvdrocle  Tceul- 
ed  by  EleotrlcUf ,  SS6. 

EeiTOR'B  TtBLK , 6ST 

Dr.  Bawling  Dt.  Dr.  Gross,  £51;  Dr.  UcCtlalock'aRemoTal.fiSS;  Neir  York  Medi- 
cal Cnllege.  560;  Cangress  Water— Saratoga  Springs,  SSI;  Horn  Bpecinllam, 
862;  New  York  Academy  or  Medioine.  663;  DiBCorery  of  Etberlialion,  SB*; 
Ha^ctausetu  General  Husjiltal.  A61;  Hicroscopy.  &64;  Hlood-letting  Contro- 
vcrsy.tK;  The  N-O.Uedlual  Neva  and  RDgpltafCiBzette.SGS;  Yellow  Peter, 
ies;  Alban;  Med.  College,  606;  Swilled  Milk,  £66;  Bbelby  Hed.  CciUege,  66T. 


HEDIOAL  GAZETTE  ADTEBTISEB.  569 

PENNSYLVANIA    COLLEGE. 

Medical  Department. — Session  of  1858^. 

FACULTY. 


David  Gilbert,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics 
and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Alfred  Stille.  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

JoHx  Neill,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Principals  and 
Practice  of  Surgery. 

John  J.  Reese,  Professor  Medical  Chemistry. 


John  B.  Biddle,  M.D.,  Professor  Therapenties 
and  Materia  Medica. 

Francis  6.  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  Institutes 
of  Medicine. 

J.  H.  B.  McCLELLAN,  M.D.,  Professor  Special 
and  Sureical  Anatomy. 

J.  Frank  Bell,  M.D.,  Demonst'r  of  Anatomy. 


The  Session  of  1858-9  will  commence  on  Monday,  llth  of  October,  and  continue,  without  in- 
termission, until  the  1st  of  March.  The  examination  of  candidates  for  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  will  be  held  at  the  close  of  the  Session.  The  Commencement  for  conferring  Degnrees 
will  take  place  early  in  March,  causing  as  little  detention  of  the  Graduating  Class,  after  the  close 
of  the  liOctures,  as  possible. 

There  will  also  be  an  examination  of  candidates  for  graduation,  on  the  first  of  July;  the  De- 
gree,  in  such  casc^,  being  conferred  at  the  ensuing  Commencement  in  March. 

The  RoomiJ  for  Practical  Anatomy  will  be  open  early  in  September. 

Clinical  instruction  at  the  Colleoe  Hospital,  adjoining  the  College  will  be  given  on  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  throughout  the  Session. 

The  Register  of  Matriculants  will  be  open  in  the  College  Building,  early  in  September.  The 
Janitor  will  always  be  present  at  the  College,  to  give  every  necessary  assistance  and  information 
(as  regards  board,  &c.),  to  students,  on  their  arrival  in  the  city. 

FEfS. — Matriculation  (paid  once  only) $  5  00 

For  each  Professor's  ticket 15  00 

Graduation 30  00 

FRANCIS  G.  SMITH,  M.D.,  Re^strar, 

July,  1868.  No.  1504  Walnut,  above  16th  Street. 

NEW  ORLEANS  SCHOOL  OF  MEDICINE, 

Situated  on  Common  Street,  opposite  Charity  Hospital' 

The  Regular  Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  commence  on  MONDAY,  the  16th  of 
NOVEMBER,  1858,  and  continue  twenty  weeks. 

FA  G  U  L  TT: 


Erasmus  D.  Fexxer,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Me<licine. 

Anthony  A.  Pexwton,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Physi- 
ology. 

AusnN  Flint,  M.I).,  Prof,  of  Clin.  Mod.  and  Aus- 
cultation and  I'ercussion. 

Thomas  Pknihton,  M.D,  Emeritus  Prof.  Clin. 
Med.  and  Aus.  an<l  I'ercus.sion. 

Samcil  QioppiN,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 


Isaac  L.  Crawcour,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Chemis- 
try and  .Me<lical  Jurisprudence. 

Howard  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Med- 
ica and  Therapeutics. 

John  M.  W.  Picton,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Diseases 
of  Women  and  Children. 

D.  Warren  Brickell,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics. 

Corneous  C.  Beard,  M.  I). ,  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

J.  F.  Grall,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 


The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opene<l  on  the  15th  of  October.  Clinical  instruction  -mW  be  given 
daily  in  the  wards  of  the  Charity  Hospital,  and  three  times  a  week  at  the  College  Dispensary, 
where  the  patients  number  about  one  hundred  a  week 

The  College  is  located  within  thirty  steps  of  the  Charity  Hospital,  an  advantage  not  possessed 
by  any  other  in  this  country. 

The  Faculty  of  this  Institution  are  amongst  the  duly  elected  Visiting  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
of  the  Charity  Hospital,  and,  according  to  a  late  Act  of  the  State  Legislature,  "  shall  at  all  times 
have  free  access  to  the  Hospital,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  to  their  Pupils  practical  illustration 
of  the  subjects  they  teach." 

The  Board  of  Administrators  elect  annually,  in  April,  twelve  Resident  Students,  who  are  fur- 
nished board  and  lodging  in  tlic  Hospital;  and  the  Students  of  this  School  are  equally  eligible  to 
this  place  with  any  others. 

The  great  aim  of  this  Institution  is,  not  only  to  thoroughly  indoctrinate  the  Student  of  Medi- 
cine in  the  fundamental  principles  of  Medicine  by  abstract  lectures,  but,  by  drilling  him  daUy 
at  the  bedsifle  of  the  sick  man,  to  send  him  forth  at  once  qualified  to  recognize  and  to  treat  dis- 
ease. For  this  great  purpose,  the  Charity  Ho.^pital,  situated  at  our  very  door,  affords  opporta- 
nities  une<iualled  in  this  country.  The  distinguished  ability  of  l^of.  A.  Flint,  both  as  a  lecturer 
and  writer  on  Clinical  Me<liciue.  will  here  And  an  admirable  field  for  display. 

Dissecting  material  is  abundant  in  New  Orleans,  and  Practical  Anatomy  will  be  thoroughly 
taught.  Besides  spacious,  well-ventilated  and  well-lighted  Dissecting  Rooms  for  the  use  of  Stu- 
dents, a  large  and  well-arranged  I*rivato  Dipsecting  Room  is  fitted  up  for  the  especial  use  of  prac- 
titioners who  matriculate  in  this  Institution. 

The  Professors  will  take  pleasure  in  aiding  the  Students  to  procure  cheap  and  comfortable 
board  and  lodging. 

Amount  of  fees  for  the  full  Course  of  lectures,  $108;  Matriculation  fee,  (paid  but  once,)  $6; 
Dissecting  fee.  $10;  (traduating  fee,  $25. 

For  any  further  information,  address, 

C  D.  FJBNJVER,  M.D.,  Dean  of  the  Faculty, 

Niw  Orleans,  June^  1858.  No.  5  Carondelet  StrMi. 
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ALBAWY  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

T  tm  tall  Cottnta  or  Ittetatcm  nre  delln>nd  ■nniullr.    Tlw  FuUConrn  «rm- 
minujH  na  thefirit  Tuesday  id  Seplf  mt»r,  iml  the  Bpriag  Coiiim  oh  thf  third  Tueidii;  Eo 
Febrau/.    Sub  Coune  DDsUuuiiig  elilun  imlu.    Ui>gT«w  Bn  oonferred  at  tho  elo»  cf  neh 

AltBBi  Mjjhib,  M.  D..  ProfMKir  of  SurgMy.  AkobDeis,  &iii.,Fnif.  otllEi.  Jurinpnnlfaq«. 

jAKESUcNlDaDTOH  ILI),,PrDf.a{IhBlll«17  Eo'ARD  TuiIKISSXD,   U,   D.,  Fnt   ol  Halfrik 

JUDBtlAiulSBt,  ll.ll,,PrDfsasorotAn»tomj  CHiSLffi  H.  PoRmi,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Chemiitry 
UwUelDe.        '     ■    ■'  J.  V,  P.  QciOKt™(!BD.H.D.,Prof.  of  ObalBtticB. 

Vera  for  t.  ilngle  ooune,  $m;  lei  two  couism  jtidi  in  bxIiidsc,  tlOD.  UnblciiUUDn  [M,  ffi 
Smdualloo  fee,  >20. 

UatoHnl  for  diiuotioii  ibandint.  and  furnlsbed  to  stndents  an  the  rame  tomi  ae  In  Nev  YocIe 
anil  I'hiladelnhii,  iIo>|j1tal  Ticketa  trea,  Opportnultiet  for  ClmicKl  inBtruoHoo  ue  Ijeliesed  lo 
beequJtotboHaSordadbyuiyColl^om  IhecoimfTy.    Prlcn  of  Board  tram  (2,60  to  ta,H)ptir 

"^  JOHN  V.  P.  QCTACKENBUSH,  Registrar. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  NASHVILLE. 

Medical  l>fpuluient^^B»lini  lBST'-5§.--'n;r:  ?emoUi  Annual  Cdutbs  of  Laetorea  in 
lhi>  Institutir^o  will  commeiK^i  oa  Monday,  the  -M  of  November  ocit,  and  cimliaue  UIl 

Thous  R.  Jihnihgs,  M.  D.,  Piofuioc  uf  Ana-  Jons  M.  WiiEon,  M.  tl..  flbHteUo  and  the 

tomy,  I>Eii9aiie4  (>f  WompD  and  Cbililrro. 

J,  BBRnnrf  LunsLRVT  BL  D.,  CbBmEstry  and  PaeilF.Ei'b.U.D.,  Prof.of  Prlb.and  Prafl,of 

Phannaoy-  Sargery- 

Q  K.  Vdibpok,  M.  D.,  Malotia  Ifcdica  aoil  W,  K.Bowirao.M,  D„In»Utnl«iBiidPracH<>« 

Unreal  Juri9prud(iD<».  of  Medieloe. 

A.  Q.  BcoiuiUH,  U.  S.,  Surgical  Anatomy  VfnuAn  T.  Kacea,  U.S.,  AdJanolFrofeiBU 

uid  FbyllolDg;.  and  UnmonBtrator  of  Anatomj. 

Tht  Anatomical  roami  will  be  opnied  for  students  an  tbe  B»t  Uouday  o{  Oetober,  (the  Gth.] 
A  J^dvmrarg  Count  of  LeclunH,  free  to  all  StDdimU,  will  be  gireu  by  tbe  Froleisen,  eom- 


icCog  atao  on  tbe  first  Monday  of  Ootobi 


A  CUiilaiie  bai  been  eitabUshod,  In  connectinn  vith  tbe  Dnivenity,  at  wbicb  Dpnatlana  ora 


SUte  Hoipital,  under  the  direction  of  tbe  facult;,  ii 
Dnivemity, 
,  (paiSonw  oiily,)»6;  Practical  Ana- 

PAUL  F.  EVE,  M.  D., 

SiamiLLa,  Tixs.,  July  16,  ISil.  Drmm  of  the  Wmemltgt 

CASTLETON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

npbero 
J.     SB 

tbe  first  Tliumday  in  August.    E^cb  Cuune  t 
at  the  closB  of  each  term- 

Wli.  P.  SaiKora,  U.S.,Prst.  of  Materia  Uedic 
andTberapentlcJi. 
WiLLLiv  SwEnsERf  M-D,,Prof.  Qf  Tbeorjan 

E.R.  Hi!iBDtt»,M.'D„PTof,  ofSntgery.  ""adbus™.  WWDwiKD,  M.  D.,  Prof,  oC  Ob- 

Wk.  a  KtrnuDia,  A.  M.,  Prof,  of  Ued,  Jotlsp.    rtatrica. 

p™.— For  lectures,  »M:  fortbofe  whe  bate  attended  tim  Courses  at  other  Collegoj,  «I0; 


A.  T.  WOODWARD,  M.D.,  Registrar. 
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JOHH  W,  JwiB,  M,b..  Prof,  of  FtlooljllM  nil 
"raot<c>  o[  Medicine. 
e.  WatKoxruxB.  U.D.,  Prof,  of  Frlnciple 


'ro(,  iitChemistDfMa 
■of.  .of  PbjeialogJ  kod 
'nt.  of  KaUrit 


cut. 


hik  And  ModiuJ  JiirlipTudvpci 

J.  WiuoH,  K.D.,  Demonitialor  iif  Aut. 

Ion,  (aiiceinilj,)>e.Da;DlaHcthigTiclut, 


mMKHn  01  nomemiiit  Ubildnn. 

FESS.— Fur  Ibe  Cauna  of  Li^otures,  (IDS:  & 

»,)  »1D.OO;  OnduBlloa,  »M,00, 

need  (kcUlliM  In  the  Doji»rtm»iit«  ol  AnstonJT,  Burgori  md  Chemintrr,  tVaiiei  to 
SEll-idEpUd  raomi  In  the  Hen  CollegB  Building,  mmke  Ihese  tinnehu  of  gtndy  mniUi 


'"Pplied 


■.abjeol 


J.  O.  WESTMORELAND,  Dean. 


Contributions  to  Operative  Surgery  &  Snrgieal  Patiiologf^ 


This  wort  will  be  publlahcd  in  a  Eeries  of  Numbere,  f  o  be  igBued  quarterly. 
Eaoli  Number,  of  quarto  eize,  will  contain  from  Forty  to  Sixty  Pages  of  Letler- 
prG(«,  printed  oo  tbe  best  paper,  witb  IlIoBtratioaB  of  tbe  C'aEes  drawn  from 
Datnre;  will  be  complete  in  the  topics  it  embrEiceB;  and  will  be  published  In  the 
following  order: 

I>iTo.   1. 

Case  of  AmpntuttoQ  of  the  Entire  Lower  Jaw.  Kemarlie  on  Amputation  ot 
the  Lower  Jftw.  Elephauiiagia  Ambum  sucocEsfuUy  treated  by  Ligataieof  the 
Femoral  Art«rj,  with  cueea. 

XJ'o.    12. 

Case  of  ExaectioD  of  the  Eotlre  Ulna.  RemarkE  an  Nenralgia,  with  Three 
Oasi'e  Bucce^fuUy  treated  by  Exseclion  of  tbe  Second  Branch  of  tbe  Fifth  Ft^ 
of  Nervee,  beyond  the  Ganglion  of  Meckel, 

XO'Q.    3. 

Caae  nf  KeBloratioa  of  the  Entire  Upper  Lip.  RemarliB  on  the  Tatbology  ol 
Congenital  Dialocations  of  the  Ilip  Joint,  with  llluBtrationB. 

xffo.  -a. 

Case  of  Exsectioo  of  the  Entire  Radius.  Case  of  ExBeetioD  of  the  Three 
Lower  Fourths  of  tbe  eaue  Bone.    Remarks  on  Osteo-aneurism,  with  a  Cose, 

zo-o.  a. 

Cnie  of  Amputation  at  the  Shoulder  Joint  for  the  Removal  of  a  large  Osteo- 
flbro-CaacerouB  Tumor  of  the  Humerus,  with  Remarks  on  Ajoputation  at  this 
I    Joint.    Case  of  Penetrating  Gun-ehot  Wound  of  tbe  Heart, 

Case  of  Double  Congenital  Dislocation  of  the  Hip  Joint.    Remarks  on  Donbls 

Capital  Operations,  with  Cases.    Remarks  on  the  Comparative  Merits  of  the  Far- 

.    tial  Anputations  of  the  Foot,    RemorkEon  Amputation  through  the  Ankle  Joint, 

Successful  removal  of  a  large  Fibro-cartilacinous  Tumor,  growing  from  the 
,    Sixth  and  Sevcotb  Riba,  over  the  Region  of  the  Heart.    Remarks  on  tbe  Treat- 
le  Lower  Eitreiaities,  with  Caaee.    Remarks  on  the 


'    nent  of  Voriooce  Veins  of  tb 
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Crestloa  of  an  ArtiHcial  Joint  upon  tbe  Lower  Jaw,  InoMeof  complete  Anchy- 
loBifiat  the  Tump oro- max illnr;  ArtEculatioD  of  One  Side. 

naro.  8. 

Eemarba  oa  the  Opcratlnn  of  Double  Complicated  Hare  Lip,  with  Csses.  Ee- 
narks  on  the  Etiology  or  Congenital  Dlslocatione  of  the  Hip  Joint.  Eemarke 
oa  tbe  Removal  of  t lie  First  Dressings  after  CapKaL  Amputatioos. 

Z«ro.   8. 

Case  of  Eneysted  SanguioeouB  Tnmor  of  (he  Ncok  Bnoceasfully  removed,  irilh    ' 
Eefflarks  oa  Bucb  Forraatioas.    RemarkH  on  the  Puruleat  Oplitbalmia  of  large 
and  crowded  Ini^titatione.    Cane  of  VeEjico-vagiaal  Fiatula  and  Stricture  of  tbe 
Vagina,  with  Formation  of  Two  Large  Urinarj  Calculi  in  the  Vagina,  behind 
Uie  Strtctarc — Spontaneous  Cure  of  the  Fistula. 

Two  Cases  of  Ampntation  at  the  Blp  Joiut.  Remarks  on  the  Anatomy  of 
Femoral  Hernia.  Case  of  Epilepsj  truated  by  Tracheotomy,  aud  wearing  of  a 
Tracheal  Tube,  with  Remarks.  Remarks  on  the  Restorolion  of  the  Entire 
Lower  Li;),  wltb  Cases.  Cases  of  Amaurosia  treated  with  tbe  Pomade  do  Gon- 
dret  on  tbe  Siacipnt. 

These  Numbers  are  in  course  of  preparation,  and  will  form  one  Complete 
Volume,  the  First  of  a  Series.    The  First  Number  will  appear  in  March,  1898. 

Teiuu  0?  ScBSOEiPTiOK, — Each  Kumber,  Tfi  cents,  fo  Ik:  paid  for  on  delivery, 

LINDSAY  &  BLAKISTOH, 

Plilladcl^ila. 

C?"CrESH.TJ'S 

COD    LIVER   OIL    JELLY, 

APPSOTED  BY  THE  HEW  YOEK  ACADElffY  OF  MEDICIHE. 


The  marked  repugaance  wbicli  many  !n\-alicls  feel  for  every  kind  of  oil,  and 
especially  for  Cod  Liver  Oil.  prevents  many  patieiite  from  naing  it,  even  in 
cases  where  tbe  pbysician  prescribes  it  as  the  ouly  remedy  for  tbe  disease;  at    i 
if  tbe  invalid,  after  many  etforts,  succeeds  in  tshiug  it,  the  disgust  and  repugn    i 
nance  neutralize,  to  a  certain  e.^tent,  ^o  good  effect  of  the  remedy,    Oftnt 
diarrhcea  or  vomitingi!  injure  the  state  of  the  patient,  aud  the  remedy  is  sn    ' 
ii^ury  instead  of  a  benefit.    These  uopleasact  effects  are  entirely  obviated  I:^ 
the  use  of  my  Cod  Liver  Oil  Jelly,    The  invalid,  if  he  follows  my  dircotlon, 
can  take  it  without  perceiving  the  least  taste  of  the  Oil.    I  also  parllcularlr 
sod  respectfoUy  call  the  attention  of  physicians  to  the  madvs  operandi  of  tbu 
J'elly  la  the  stomach.    Instead  of  this  feeling  of  nausea,  more  or  leeg  paiafhl, 
which  00  patient  escapes,  this  Jelty,  taken  almost  wltboat  taste,  is  gradually 
dissolved  in  tbe  stomach.    Tbe  Oil,  by  its  combination  with  tbe  sugar,  forms  a 
beneHcial  emulsion,  and  being  carried  in  this  manner  in  an  infinltestmal  mole- 
cular division,  every  particle  acts,  aud  do  loss  of  the  remedy  can  happen. 
Invented  and  prepared  solely  by 

E.  QUERU,  Pmctkal  Chemist, 
Xffo.  139  Fonrtb  Avenac,  IT.  1 

PE.VFOLD,  CLJjrtf  CO.,  Agents,  No.  i  Fletcher  Street,  New  York. 
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FKIVATB  ZHSTZLU'CTIOir 

11%    MICROSCOPIC    Al^ATOMY 

AND  THE   USE   OF  THE   MICROSCOPE. 


F 

■  The  nndereigneii  will  deUver  a  Private  Course  "  ON  MICROSCOPIC  ANAT- 

■  OMY  AND  THE  USE  OF  THK  MICK03C0PE,"  ut  BeUevue  H(«pital.    Ita 

practlcfl]  applicatlnn  to  the  study  of  healtby  and  diseased  tiBBues,  And  in  the 
diagnosis  of  difteaae,  will  be  Iboroagblj  demonstrated.  The  Lhbsohs  will  ba 
full;  Illustrated  b;  several  exoelUnl  HlcTOSCopeB,  and  a.  great  number  uf  trans- 
pareat,  opaque,  and  injected  epeoimensof  the  variona  tiii»ues  and  organs. 

Tha  Course  is  designed  Tor  practitioners  as  well  aa  for  students  of  medicine, 
sod  wUl  conaiiit  ol  Twelve  LefBoDs,  three  to  be  given  each  week.    Ticket,  £10. 
J.  W.  S.  GOULBY,  M.D., 

72  East  Fourteenth  Street. 
REFEnEJVCES; 
Prof.  A.  Clark,  M.D.,  I         James  K.  Wood,  M.D., 

"     J.  T.  Melcalle,  M.D.,  Prof.  W.  H.  Van  Buren.  M.D,. 

"     B.  F.  Barker.  M.  D.,  "    C.  R.  Gilmia,  M.D., 

Geo,  T.  Elliot,  Jr.,  M.D,,  |         C.  E.  Isaacs,  M.D. 

NEW  YORK  OPHTHALMIC  SCHOOL. 

The  pobscribcr  will  give  his  Sevk^th  Coarse  of  Lectures  oo  OPERATIVE 
OPHTnALMIC  S0RGEHT.  duriug  the  Wititcr  of  1858  an<l  '59.  nt  li.e  New 
York  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  No.  6  Sluyveeaul  Place,  near  corner  of  Third  Ave- 
_  aae  and  Ninth  Street 

Clinical  Inslractton  will  be  given  three  times  a  week  by  Dra.  Stepbciuon  and 
fiarrlsh,  tbe  Atteodlng  Surgeons. 

Tickets  can  be  obtained  of  Dr.  Slephenaon,  at  his  residence,  194  Fifth  Avenue. 
Bonier  Z5th  Street,  or  at  tbe  Institution. 


IB  XT  Ct  E3  A.  XT  ID 

TONI-NUTRITIVE    WINE, 

Sanctioned  by  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  and  prescribed  by  the 
'  iaoat  Eminent  PhyaicianB  of  New  York  acd  Paris  in  cases  where  a  gentle  tonic 
le  required,  and  especially  to  oonvaksocnta  from  intermittent  and  other  fevers. 
This  powerful  aid  to  restoring  general  health  is  composed  of 

MlLteiWIIIEiPERIiriM  BARE  kSB  CACIO, 

ud  has  been  found  most  efflcacious  >iy  all  who  Imve  uspd  it, 

WARD  &  SIMONIN, 

37  South  Wmiam  St.,  IT.  T., 

Wholesale  Agents  for  the  United  States. 
To  be  had  of 

L.  L.EHOV,  809  Uroadwajr, 

C.  PATURKL,  &  CO.,  292  Pearl  Street, 

Ajn>  Ajj,  KnsFECTAsis  Davoaisvs. 
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I  Palmer's  Patent  Leg  and  Mechanical  Surgery,  | 

Wo.  378  nroadwiiy,  .\.  V., 
37S  ChesQut  St.,  Fbila.,  &  19  Green  St.,  Bostoa. 


le  Boaotry,  i 

-..uctBatljbecn  iuduued  In  reliuqalHli  tJieinanufBCtareDf  ArtlSuial  Legs  al Springfldi^ 
Masa.,  snd  to  u;>cii  bd  office  uad  maDufacUry  sC  19  Greea  Street,  BosMn,  Ua^.  We 
have  now  three  iiutitutiniis,  to  wit ;— it  New  Vobk,  Boamx,  and  PsiLtnELPHiA.  ex- 
ebieivtly  deviited  tu  (bta  branch  of  Surelcal  art;  where  ire  linn  Tarnr  City,  UoapIIol, 
and  OouDtr;  Fstleiila.  of  everf  cluw  and  condition,  (o  the  fullest  e^ctent,  aud  vilh  the 
moat  pleaelug  aucCEHS.  with  actittciol  limbs  that  an  perrectl;  natural  in  their  amiear- 
ance.  ea£y  and  eminently  aetvii^abl^  fu  theit  o|ieratiana;  that  diafloise  miKt  per^tly 
the  iiatnnit  latts,  and  tiri  truly  economical.  Ki.  Palmec'a  ArCifiuisi  Lef;  is  without  an 
iiiipnrtiinl  rival,  eilher  in  Europe  or  America,  and  H  wnrn  by  nearly  three  thousanil 

KrxonA  with  astoniahing  suecetMt.  upward  of  Sve  hundred  of  whom  are  ladies;  and  me 
nr  Ihirly  indiBidaali  each  icalkaig  upon  turn  ^rtificiai  Leg: 

In  the  (Jruaetutlon  of  Oiir  entarprise  we  have  BBaotiaicd  with  ua  an  exnerieooed  phy- 
sii^ian  aud  fliirgeon,  who  conaidera  well  and  dlaureetly  the  anatomical  feature;),  the 

Ehyaio1agii:al  and  pathological  condition  o!  the  mutilated  member  so  attentively.  Ihat 
jlta  aurgeoDB  and  their  paUenta  may  repose  the  ntmotit  confidence  la  oar  abditj  and 
eare  to  treat  aucueaafully  and  satisfaotorily  the  worst  forma  and  conditions  of  ujntilal«d 
limba. 

We  have  thns  far  been  able  to  keep  pace  with  every  improvement  aud  humanUarj 
efibrt  of  the  operating  surgeon  to  <>ave  every  portion  of  limb  that  la  poaslble,  in  con- 
st -uetlng  II  e  moat  useful  and  beautiful  appl  anc«  for  the  parts  made  by  Chouait'a  oper- 
at  on  at  the  Foot  by  bymea  onerat  on  at  the  Ankle  and  knee  Ju  nbi,  and  for  every 
portonoflmb  of  the  Leg  orTbgh 

In  th  a  reupCLt  a.  we  a.  In  tbo  pec  liar  and  bea  tlful  mechaaiam  of  this  limb,  our 
m  t  ).nn  y   a    red  la  the  edJ  ymeut  of  the  aaperior  beneflla 

wh  d    a  d     hi  h  ha  c  n  t  I  therto  been  aasociated  in  tlw 

lu  with  this  iHven- 


uputat  d  Inib — asalao  of  the 
a[  nt  of  1  a  patron,  has  pro- 
it  on  upon  hnmlllaQiir  ' 


numerouB  pa 

Siopular  work ,, ^..^ 
allows  to  wll  —   The  most  perfect  of  all 
one  invented  by  Mr  B  F  Palmer     This 
W0BLD8  ElBiBirioB  -'  ""'     " ' 


J,       a    n  I  IB  country  Mid  in  Europe,  o 
Ik  nt    omm        y  n  ge  eral      In  Ga  cnaEN'a  new  ai 
lurgcry  (London)  tbia  limb  baa  been  honorably  noticed    _ 
„.f„,. -f -.1  .t.   ^^^   .1  . noBaesB,  ia  tha" 

isal.    It  merits  Iheeutiie  confidence  of  the  Su 


aad  thia 


....      ...  -"Tlie  ArlifiElBlLeBorMr.B.P 

le  admiration  of  the  most  prominent  Burgeons  in  GjeatBiitain,  PrauLe,  aad  thl 
y.  This  cerlainij  is  one  of  the  greatest  Irinmplia  of  American  Ingennily. 
limbs  are  vary  durable,  yet  light,  tto  average  weight  Ijeiag  four  nonnda.  The 
are  applied  to  the  tendeiesC  and  shortest  atomps  wUh  eutire  Bsccess.  The  leg  ia  fin«^ 
ventilated.  In  tbia  country,  it  baa  been  eibibiied  thirty-five  Umea,  and  in  eveiy  Ir 
Btanci^  rei'civGd  the  atcard  oflkt  higheil  or  firM  prmiian.  The  patient  \i  eaibkii'  ' 
walii  iioniedialely  upon  it«  application,  with  remarkable  ease,  comfort, and  naturali ._.. 
Pamphlets,  c^ontalnlng  valuable  Information  and  nomeroul  mohorittd  RerEotEiiOES 
will  be  sent  gi'atla  to  all  who  apply  to  Paliuh  &  Co. 


Burge's  Apparatus  for  Fractured  Thigh 


•  reapertfollj  aohmitleJ  to  the  B 

1,  which  hM  eli6il«d  very  faTomble  ( 
has  been  thocniighl;  leated  io  actail  practlc 
in  remu-kabi;  b' 


of  the  prufcSBinn.  It  ts  it 
aa  far  na  it  ia  tnawn.  It 
liua  pnidaced  the  loDst  gratir^Dg 
I.  easily  applied. CQmAiTlable  la  tbe 


pntient.  oilapled  k>  fnirtare  ot  eitlier  limb  uil  to  psticnlB  oT  any  ei 
(tit  the  Dttjectiona  to  nhlcb  the  otdiunry  stnilgbt  spllalia  tiablfl.  ai 
new  featurea  of  greit  prnctiial  nlllity,  By  It  the  MimteMXtendinit  preMure  Is  con- 
fined  to  the  nates  and  tuberosilieB  ot  the  isuhia.  and  do«d  not  at  nil  Impinge  upon  the 
Tront  of  tlie  erolD.  by  which  meanB  one  of  the  mn^t  frefgnent  Bourcea  (if  HJiuoyaai:e  tuid 
danger  is  obviated.  No  pirt  of  tbe  tiodj  ia  corifiued  ui»p(  the  Injured  Umb  nod  thai 
to  which  it  is  immediaiely  srticnlated,  vii.,  tbe  pelria;  thus  Uw  cheat  Is  left  entirely 
nareatrained,  aoil  much  freedom  uf  motion  |:taal«d  to  the  whole  up|ior  part  of  the 
body,  which  lends  greatly  to  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  parent. 

The  petiia  ia  so  secured  lu  oot  to  bo  liable  (o  lateral  motion  or  to  alnk  in  tiie  bed. 

ProTisIon  ia  also  made  for  Tncility  of  defecation,  this  enBurlng  tlio  greatest  possible 
cleanliness,  and  prerealing  tbe  necessity  of  distnrbiag  tbe  patient  when  hia  bowcia  are 

JW  Membera  of  the  profession  may  ol 
d  njeel;  packed,  by  seadiug  tuuity- 

J.  S.  HOBAaT  BtnLOB,  lldC.D., 

1J8  Ooffielii  su-ver,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
or  WILLIA.U  J.  BITRRE,  Taunloa.  AfaK. 

For  further  paiticalara  see  Transactions  American  Medical  Aaaociation,  Tol.  X,  and 
New  York  Journal  of  Uediclne,  May,  leST,  or  address  as  above, 

NOTICE. 

The  BubBcrJbcr  having  removed  from  31 
B  b]1  orders,  in  future,  for  bie  Preparatione 

THOMAS  T.  GREEN, 


862  Broadwty,  ooraet  of  Ktb  Street, 

us  ION  PLACE  HOTEL 


UEDIOilj  OAZFTTB  ADYBBTIBEB. 


TO    THE    HEDICAI.    PROFESSIOIV. 

"  Ferruginous  Preparations." 


Woulil  cull  the  attentioQ  of  PhyHicians  and  Druggists  to  their  Irirg?  assortment 
ot  Ferruginous  Preparaliong,  proteoleil  liy  a  cohering  of  sugar,  so  as  to  warrant 
their  keeping  for  aaj  length  of  time.  These  Sugar  Coated  Pills  or  Dragiea,  pre- 
pared b;  Messrs,  Garaier,  Lamouroai  &  Cie.,  of  Paris,  are  warranted  to  contun 
the  exact  proportions,  and  prepared  from  ttie  veri/  purest  articles;  the  follow- 


Citrale  and  Tartrate  of  Iron,  also  Quinine  PlHb,  1  gr.  each;  all  tbe  catnbin^ 
tiona  of  Extract  of  Copaiba,  Cubela  and  Iron,  Mtafalida  FJlIa;  all  the  alka- 
loids in  grantilex  of  one  fiftieth  (1-50)  of  a  graui,  Ojnum  Fills,  1  gr.  each;  and 
other  U.  S.  Pharm.  Pilia. 

PHYSICIANS'  PRESCRIPTIONS 

will  bo  pat  up  with  the  atove  Dragees  or  Sugar  Coated  Pills  only  when  prfl- 
scrilwd;  thus  for  abreviation  S.  C.  at  the  end  of  the  pill  prescribed,  or  the  full 
word  Drageea  of  Iodide  Iron,  An.,  &e.,  Sio.  We  have  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Faculty  correct  lists,  with  proportion  of  active  ingredients  in  each  Dragee  or 
Pill.  By  AddreEBing, 

DELLUC  &  COi,  Di^ipensJn^  ApothfcarleSf 

«3S  BROADTO'A'S',  a^d 

aso  Fourtli  Avenne, 


TO   THE    MEDICAL   PROFESSION 
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AMERICAN 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


OCTOBS&,    1858. 


ORIGINAL    DEPARTMENT. 


THREE  INTESESTINO  STTRGICAL  CASES. 

By  John  G.  F.  Holston,  A.M.,  M.D., 

ProfesMT  or  aorgerj  sad  aiolcsl  Surgerj,  N.llooil  Bed.  CoU«gf,  WwlilngloTi,  D.  C, 

EstirpatioQ  of  tbe  liead  of  femar.  Operation  for  iinpasaalile  Etrict- 
nre  by  external  iDcision.  Straighteaing  of  anchylosed  kace  hj  forci- 
ble exteusion,  subcutaneoos  gections. 

Cast  1st. — Henry  Lippitt,  aat.  21,  light  hair,  sallow  complexion, 
Bcrofuloas  temperament,  fell  upon  tbe  left  trochanter  some  twelve  to 
thirteen  years  ago.  He  complaineJ  at  the  time  of  much  pain  and 
walked  lame  for  some  time,  but  apparently  reuovered  without  much 
treatment.  Uneasiness,  sometimes  amounting  to  pain,  however,  recar- 
red  occasionally,  particularly  when  he,  as  he  waa  liable  to  do,  struck 
his  toea  against  an  obstacle  and  stumbled.  These  transient  attacks 
were  considered  as  rhenmatic  and  received  but  little  att«utioQ,  till 
about  'd  years  ago  when  an  abscess  formed  on  the  upper  and  inner  part 
of  the  thigh,  which  being  opened  by  a  medical  gentleman  in  Pittsbni^, 
discharged  a  quantity  of,  said  to  be,  healthy  purulent  matter.  The 
wound  not  healing,  this  gentleman,  upon  e.xploration  not  having  found 
any  diseased  bone,  slit  open  the  fistula  and  dissected  out  the  lining 
membrane  of  the  supposed  chronic  abscess  without  any  favorable 
result.  A  physician  iu  Zaneaville,  Ohio,  nnder  whose  charge  he  then 
placed  himself,  failiug  also  iu  discovering  diseased  bone,  made  a  counter 
opening  to  beneath  the  tiochanter-major,  whereupon  the  matter  took 
that  route,  the  original  wound  healing.  The  poor  sufferer,  in  constant 
37 
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pain,  disappointed  in  all  the  bopes  of  relief  from  Intimate  medidne, 
tired  oat  with  tiseless  inciaiooB  and  explorations,  now  listened  to  the 
proQUses  of  an  itiaeraut  preacher-doctor,  from  a  oeigbboriitg  village, 
odA  entered  trmlfbily  npoD  a  year's  medication,  by  rootB  and  yarbt  to 
pnrify  bis  blood,  no  cure  no  pay,  and  recovery  promised  by  tbe  Ist  of 
April,  (AU  fool's  day,  alas!)  1858.  Tbe  time  arriTed  and  as  do  core 
bad  been  mode,  by  tbe  earnest  solicitation  of  bis  siBten  I  was  now 
put  in  cbsrge  of  the  case,  which  I  foanO  as  follows: 

Person  exceedingly  emaciated,  complexion  sallow,  pnlae  weak  105, 
tongue  red  at  the  edges,  upper  surface  covered  with  a  thick  white  far, 
yellow  strealc  in  the  centre.  Appetite  variable,  bowels  alternating 
betwixt  constipation  and  diarrbcea.  Is  able  to  sit  part  of  tbe  day  in 
a  rocking-cbalr.  Rather  refitlese  at  nigbt.  Urine  deposits  sometimee 
white,  at  other  times  lateriticious  sediment.  Fatienl  suffers  occasioD- 
aily  from  nephritic  paius,  relieved  by  tbe  passage  of  small  phosphatic 
calculL  Chills  followed  by  fever  and  perspiration  every  evening.  Irri- 
tative coQgh,  though  no  certain  evidence  of  tubercle  in  the  lungs. 

The  left  leg  was  contracted  so  as  to  form  one  right  angle  at  the  hip, 
the  other  at  the  knee.  There  was  an  ulcerated  opening  of  a  serailooar 
form,  about  2J  inches  wide  behind  and  around  the  trochanter-major, 
&om  which  a  copious  sero-pnmlent  dlschai^  flowed.  The  posterior 
part  of  the  trochanter  was  exposed  in  the  woond,  covered  with  fleshy 
^annlations.  The  sol^stance  of  the  trochanter  was  so  soft  as  to  be 
easQy  penetrated  by  the  point  of  the  bistoury.  Preferring  my  finger 
to  probes  for  the  exploration  of  the  wound,  I  carefolly  passed  the 
right  iudex,  well  oiled,  into  the  wound.  Tbe  external  cousiricfion 
passed,  it  entered  a  large  cavity  at  tbe  iMttom  of  which  tbe  i^hium 
was  fonnd  bare  and  roughened  through  its  whole  extent.  Passing 
the  finger  under  the  femur  and  along  tbe  neck,  the  cavity  was  fonod 
to  extend  to  the  edge  of  tbe  acetaboium,  which  was  in  that  place  as 
wen  as  the  head  of  tbe  femur  foand  separate  firom  the  soft  parts. 
Diagnosis,  caries  with  necrosis  of  the  bead  of  the  femur,  with  port  of 
the  OS  iunominatnm.  Prognosis  extremely  oDfavorable,  So  chance 
of  core  withoat  removal  of  the  diseased  parts,  and  the  low  condition 
of  the  patient  rendering  even  Ibat  dreadful  expedient  in  a  manner 
hopeless.  This  state  of  things  being  explmned  to  the  patient,  he  at 
once  became  clamorous  for  an  operation,  declaring  that  be  could  not 
die  contented  without  the  chance,  however  dubious,  being  afforded 
him.  Under  those  circumstancea,  with  the  concurrent  counsel  <rf 
Dr.  Cnlbertson,  of  Zaue^viUe,  Ohio,  I  reloetantly  consented  to  operate. 


I 


MEDICAL    GAZETTE. 


579 


AprU  12lA,  1868. — Commenced  preparatory  treatment,  by  prescrib- 
iug  crnde  opium  m  i.  gi.  pills  to  be  repeated  pro-re-nata,  to  Bubdoe 
pain.  Syrup  of  tlie  phospliatea  of  iroD,  etc.  I  ss,  3-  three  times  a  day, 
with  porter  aud  generous  diet.  Under  this  treatment,  having  pre- 
viously moHt  absurdly  beeu  kept  on  low  diet,  he  immediately  commenced 
rallying.  His  tongue  cleansed,  his  appetite  became  nearly  natural, 
the  diachai^  from  the  wound  assumed  a  creamy  consistence,  and  not- 
withstanding a  slight  back  set  from  the  passage  of  a  pea-sized  phoa- 
phatic  calculus  on  the  nth,  tie  was  on  the  20th  considered  in  as  favor- 
able state  as  was  likely  to  be  realized  for  the  operation,  his  pulse 
g^aing  in  fnllnetts  and  being  reduced  to  95;  cough  entirely  gone  aa 
well  as  the  cliills. 

April  2i)lh. — OpBUATiOM,  Being  placed  on  the  table  properly  sup- 
ported, chloroform  was  administered.  He  exhibited  strong  resistance 
W~  to  the  anesthetic,  and  it  was  not  till  the  breathing  was  stertoroas  and 
the  pulae  interinitteut  that  complete  iuseosibility  was  produced ;  the 
contractions  of  the  limb  remaining. 

I  now  enlarged  the  wound  upward  along  the  neck  of  the  femur, 
separated  the  muscles  adhering  to  the  trochanter,  and  divided  the  ax- 
ternat  portion  of  the  capsular  ligament.  Several  arteries  sprung,  bnt 
were  immediately  arrested  by  small  pledgets  of  lint  dipped  in  solut. 
ferri.  perchlorid,  bo  that  no  ligature  was  needed.  The  affected  limb 
was  now  crossed  over  the  sound  one  and  by  moans  of  a  lithotomy 
Bcoop,  the  head  of  the  femur  disarticulated,  the  round  ligament  as  well 
as  over  half  of  the  capsular  having  been  destroyed  by  ulceration.  By 
the  cliain-ss.w  tlio  bone  was  divided  betwixt  the  greater  and  less 
trochanters,  and  an  additional  portion  of  the  shaft  that  was  found  pre- 
ternaturally  soft  removed  afterwards.  The  cbain-i^aw  was  then  appli- 
ed successively  to  the  ascending  ramns  aud  to  the  body,  near  the  spine 
of  the  iachiuui,  and  the  bulk  of  that  bone,  that  was  entirely  denuded 
of  soft  parts,  thus  removed.  By  the  application  of  the  gouge  every 
remnant  of  diseased  or  dead  bone,  including  one-third  of  the  ocetabu- 
Imm.  denuded  of  cartilage  aud  softenod,  WOB  thus  removed. 

The  wound  bi-.iug  cleansed  and  lightly  dressed,  the  patient  was  re- 
moved to  l)ed,  huving  beeu  under  the  influeuce  of  the  chloroform  for 
about  an  hour.  As  the  limli  could  uot  be  straightened  it  was  supported 
on  pillows.  I  wiLS  kindly  aud  efficiently  assisted  in  the  otMrutiou  by 
D.  Howard  Culbertsou  aud  my  son,  ml.  11,  who,  notwithstandmg  his 
youth,  rendered  ffficieut  service. 

The  patient  soon  became  conscious,  and  having  snOered  no  shock. 


p 


there  was  do  very  evident  reaction,  the  only  change  being  that 
polaG  rose  to  100-105,  and  that  he  remarked  the  absence  of  tbe 
forating  pain  in  the  region  of  the  iBchiam. 

Everything  went  on  well  till  the  Hth,  poke  and  appetite  imprOTing, 
discharge  less  and  more  natUTal,  and  myself,  as  well  aa  the  patieot, 
began  to  entertain  some  hope  of  his  nhimate  recovery ;  when  suddenly 
on  the  afternoon  of  that  day  he  was  seized  by  restlesancss  and  aioking, 
with  a  return  of  diarrhcea  and  other  nnfavorable  symptoms.  He 
rallied  soon,  however,  but  on  the  18th,  the  same  hour,  was  eeined  with 
a  still  severer  spell;  the  fluid  evacnations  from  the  bowels  now  were  very 
offensive  and  pnrifonn,  the  noand  surrounded  by  an  erythematous 
blush,  the  dischaf^  thin  and  offeuaive.  After  again  slightly  rallying 
under  the  inflnence  of  stimulants  and  quinine,  be  had  the  third  at- 
tack on  the  following  afternoon,  same  hour.  In  spite  of  all  exertioDS 
he  continued  to  sink,  and  by  a  singular  coincidence  died,  couscions  to 
the  last  moment,  on  the  21th  of  April,  ^  o'clock  1  min.  P.  M.,  just  "I 
days,  7  hours  and  T  miuulea  after  the  completion  of  the  operation. 
Several  eases  of  erysipelas  about  this  time  were  manifested  in  the  dty, 
and  probably  that  epidemic  constitution,  not  declared  before,  had  ita 
Bhare  in  hasteaing  his  death.  The  head  of  the  femur  was  of  the  con- 
eistency  of  dry  cheese.    No  post  mortem  was  allowed. 

2d.  Jmpassabtc  Stndure  cured  by  external  incision.  T.  Husen,  tet. 
32,  a  farmer,  robnst,  and  healthy  of  appearance,  being  thrown  from  a 
wagon  about  a  year  ego,  bruised  the  perineum,  and  was  at  once  seized 
by  total  retention  of  the  nrine.  The  first  physician  called  failed  to 
introduce  a  catheter,  which  a  second  one  with  much  ^tficnlty  accom- 
plished. Successive  urinary  abscesses  formed  in  the  periuenm,  but  the 
patient  learned  to  apply  the  catheter,  and  thus  relieved  himself.  Some 
time  last  fall  the  first  medical  gentleman,  who  had  continued  in  attend- 
ance, proposed  a  surgical  operation  for  the  purpose  of  a  radical  cure. 

A  grooved  stafi'  being  introduced  as  far  as  the  obstruction,  an  in- 
cision was  made  into  the  perineum,  and  the  urethra  opened  upon  it 
aiUerior  to  the  strictare.  The  surgeon  after  many  fruitless  trials  was 
totally  baffled  in  every  attempt  to  find  the  distal  end,  and  abandoned 
the  operation;  from  this  time  forward  till  last  July,  no  instrument,  not 
even  the  smallest,  could  be  passed  into  tbe  bladder,  and  the  uriue  drib- 
bled away  guttatim,  At  that  time  he  came  under  my  charge.  My- 
self and  Dr.  A.  l!all,  of  Geneva,  the  gentleman  who  had  previously 
introduced  the  catheter,  were  completely  foiled,  and  saw  no  resource 
except  in  an  operation.     Dr.  Ball  being  unfortunately  obliged  to  ba 
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absent,  the  operation  was  pcrTormed  witL  the  assistance  of  the  same 
gentlemen  who  so  kindly  aided  in  the  first  case. 

Opekation. — The  patient  being  plai-ed  in  the  position  for  lithotomy, 
the  attempt  to  introduce  an  instrument  through  the  stricture  vas  again 
nnsnccessfully  made.  The  strictared  part  of  the  arethra  extended  from 
the  root  of  the  scrotam  to  the  membranous  portion,  presenting  to  the 
touch  a  cartilaginoos  cylinder,  over  ait  inch  thick  and  some  three  in- 
ches long,  including,  of  course,  the  bulb.  I  intended  to  reach  and  open 
the  membraneous  portion,  open  it  and  pass  an  instrument  forward  if 
possible,  or  keeping  straight  in  the  median  line,  ont  through  the  car- 
tilagenona  stricture  without  guide.  The  patient  being  tnlly  chloro- 
formed, we  renewed  onr  attempts  to  pass  an  instrnment,  and  I  flually 
succeeded  by  lifting  the  point  of  the  director  {medium  size,)  to  engage 
it  in  the  stricture,  and  with  somedegreeof  violence  to  pass  it  onward  to 
the  bladder;  the  sensation  conveyed  was  that  of  the  tnbe  being  cnt  in 
two,  and  the  esctremities  imperfectly  applied  to  each  other.  The  peri- 
neum was  opened  in  the  median  line,  the  finger  introduced  into  the  rec- 
tum, and  the  scalpel  plnnged  in  lialf  an  inch  in  front  of  the  anus,  its  back 
to  the  bulb  of  my  finger,  and  guided  into  the  groove  of  the  director; 
the  cartilaginous  body  was  then  rapidly  slit  open  through  its  whole 
length,  the  largest  size  gum  catheter  introduced,  nnd  the  patient 
put  to  bed.  He  soon  was  conscious,  suiTered  no  pain,  and  was  sensible 
of  a  great  relief.  The  catheter  remained  three  days,  and  was  then 
withdrawn  coated  with  calcareous  matter,  and  then  replaced  by  a  (lex- 
ible  metal  one,  which  remained  till  the  ninth  day,  when,  the  wound  in 
the  perineum  having  perfectly  healed,  it  was  also  withdrawn.  The 
patient  contiauos  to  urinate  in  a  lai^e  stream,  bnt  as  a  precautionary 
measure  introduces  the  largest  size  flexible  catheter  twice  a  week.  The 
callosity  is  completely  melted. 

Bd.  Contracted  Kjiee.  Amanda  Burns,  of  Somersett,  Ohio,  tet.  10, 
florid  and  fair,  never  having  been  subject  to  any  form  of  acrofala,  fell 
and  limised  her  kuee,  about  sis  years  ago.  This  injury  was  followed 
by  severe  inflammation  and  extensive  suppuration,  and  after  having 
for  many  months  languished  between  life  and  dcatli,  she  arose  ttma 
her  bed  a  cripple,  the  limb  being  permanently  flosed  at  right  angles. 

She  was  brought  to  the  Dominican  Slatem  in  Zaneaville,  to  bo  near 
nc,  and  after  a  short  preliminary  treatment  coii^stiiig  of  a  few  purga- 
tives and  light  diet,  I  operated  July  20th,  ult. 

The  limb  at  tliis  time  presented  the  following  appearance: 

The  joint  perfectly  immovable,  the  flexors  Grmly  contracted,  but  io- 
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capable  of  being  rendered  tense  bj  beading  the  joiut,  the  ndea  and 
inferior  parts  of  the  joint  covered  with  coatracted  cicatrices. 

The  liiigb  was  nearly  equal  to  its  fellow,  but  the  leg  (the  right  one) 
below  the  knee  appeared,  from  arrest  of  development,  do  larger  than 
that  of  a  child  six  jeara  old. 

Being  fnlly  chloroformed,  she  was  placed  on  her  fac^,  and  with  con- 
siderable exertion  of  force  the  joint  was  first  bent,  till  the  heel  toocbed 
the  nates,  the  bony  anion  yielding  with  snch  a  loud  cracking,  that  the 
attendant  sister  (no  coward)  almost  swooned  with  terror.  Being  now 
extended,  the  flexors  could  be  bronght  into  tension.  Tlie  biceps,  aemi- 
membranosRs,  semi-tendinosns,  and  &nal]y,  also  the  sartarins  and  gracilis 
being  BnbcntanooDsly  divided,  the  limb  admitted  of  some  extensioo, 
making  very  evident  tlie  contractions  of  the  fascia,  which  was  also  snb- 
cntaneouflly  divided  in  three  places,  the  limb  now  straightening  to  a  very 
obtnse  angle.  A  roller  was  applied  from  the  toes  to  the  groin,  and  a 
carved  splint  of  proper  angle  placed  under  tbe  joint.  She  slept  qnietJj 
for  half  an  hour,  woke  free  from  pain,  and  eouiU  only  by  inspection  of 
the  limb  be  convinced  that  anything  Lad  been  done.  Being  somewhat 
restless  at  night,  she  had  20  drops  of  laudanam  and  a  comp,  cathart, 
drageea  next  morning,  whicli  operated  well.  No  shock,  reaction  or 
fever  manilested  themselves, 

July  24fA.  The  splint  and  bandage  were  removed.  The  pone- 
tores  found  healed,  little  or  no  soreness.  The  patient  was  again  chlo- 
roformed, and  by  Jarvis's  adjnster  the  knee  brought  nearly  to  tho  level 
of  the  sound  one,  the  patella  also  becoming  somewhat  moveable. 
Dressed  as  before,  substituting  a  strnigbt  padded  splint  under  the  limb. 
This  time  some  pain  and  fever  followed,  which,  however,  entirely  sub- 
aided  in  forty-eight  hours.  The  Ist  of  Angost  she  commenced  walking 
with  two  crotches,  and  soon  after  left  for  home.  Four  weeks  after 
the  operation  she  was  able  to  accompany  her  mother  to  clinrch  without 
enttck  or  ttaff,  with  a  very  moderate  limp  that  will  be  entirely  remedied 
by  a  thick  cork  sole  under  her  shoe. 

What  a  blessing  is  chlot'oform.  It  enables  tlie  patient  to  pass 
through  tbe  most  terrible  operative  ordeal,  suCFering  only  a  blank  in 
his  existence.  Shock,  reaction  and  fever  (at  least  that  is  my  espcri- 
eooe,)  are,  also,  almost  entirely  avoided.  Could  all  the  lives  that 
ahloroforra  saved  be  as  faithfully  trumpeted  forth  by  the  press  es  the 
few  deaths  it  is  said  (I  have  in  twelve  years  seen  none,  cor  any  one 
who  did  see  a  death  from  it,)  to  have  caused,  the  alight  shade  on  its 
reputation  would  be  swallowed  in  the  beams  of  its  transccndant  glory. 


m 


MEDICAL    GAZETTE. 


DeemiDg  these  casea  of  intereet,  I  hare  Beat  them  to  the  Gazette, 
ftnd  remain  your  friencl.  H. 


LBTTBR  FROM  DR.  SUCKLBT,  U.  a  A. 

The  following  Errata  occur  in  my  Report  on  the  Fauna  and  Medi- 
cal Topography  of  Washingtou  Territory,  published  in  the  Transae- 
tiona  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  Vol.  X.,  1857,  Being 
in  Enrope  at  the  time  the  report  was  printed,  I  had  no  opportnnity 
of  correcting  the  proof  sheets,  consequently  mauy  annoying  typograph- 
ical errors  exist  in  the  work,  which  at  this  late  day  I  have  no  other 
means  of  rectiiying  than  through  the  pages  of  the  Medical  Journals 
of  the  country. 

Gkoroe  Sdcklkt,  M.D. 

Errata  contained  in  the  published  Report  on  the  "  Fauna  and  Mtdi- 
%f>ad  Topografhy  of  Washinglim  TerrUory"  communicated  to  the 
'  -American  Medical  Aasocialion  by  Dr.  Geo,  Sucklty,  of  the  U.  8. 
I  Army,  at  the  Naeiiville  Meeting  of  the  Association,  and  contained  in 
>  the  Transactions  of  the  Association.     Vol,  X,,  1851, 

I  186,  nth  line  from  the  top,  for  thueja  gigantea,  read  th^ja 
gigantea. 
186,  22nd  line  from  the  top,  instead  of  rich  "spongy"  ground, 

read  ridt,  springy  ground, 
181,  8th  line  from  top,  instead  of  "the  Southern  Desert  or  Bor- 
eal waste,"  read, Soil' Aern  Deserts  or  Bore/tl  renstes. 
181,  16th  line,  read  mn&ns  instead  of  "  caverns." 
181,  in  the  Grst  "  foot  note,"  instead  of  the  words  "  this  singular 
and  immense  region,"  read  tht  singular  and  immense  arid 
region, 

In  the  same  note,  instead  of  Sec  p,  161,  read  stt  p.  161, 
188,  10th  line  from  top,  for  geological  "  regulations,"  read  geo- 
logical relations. 
190,  13th  line  from  bottom,  for  Sakama  Pass,  read  Takama 
Pass, 

The  same  error  is  repented  5  lines  below. 
Same  page,  on  the  5th  line  from  the  bottom,  read  Port 
Ludlow,  instead  of  Fort  Ludlow. 
192,  in  the  note  attached  to  the  Steilacoom  record,  read  kydai 
prefflpitation,  instead  of  hepetal  precipitation. 
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Page  195,  foot  note,  instead  of  Angus  McDowald,  Esq.,  read  Augua 

McDonald,  Esq, 
In  the  list  of  MammalB  on  Pages  196,  191,  and  198,  are  i 
misprints. 

For  Canis  nobilns,  read  CauU  nuhUTis. 


"     Lntra  marines, 

"     Latra  marina. 

"     Mnstela  pennenlii, 

"     Mnstela  Pemmtii.               \ 

"     liarroted  Lynx, 

"     Banded  Lynx. 

"     March  Hare, 

"    Marsk  Hare, 

"     Aplodontia  lepornia, 

"     Aplndontia  Ifporina. 

"     Arctomys  flariveutns, 

'•     Arctomys  Jlavivttaa. 

W'             "    Sorex  Sackleyi, 

"     Sore.t  StL/Jdeyi. 

i                 "     Dipodemys, 

"    Dipodoniya. 

r               "     Vespertilia. 

"     Vcapertilio. 

ehonld  be  commencetl  with  capital 

letters,  as  for  example  on  page 

201,  Htie  16,  instead  of  "niicropter 

a  Americana,"   read  Mieroplera 

Page  201,  line  21,  for  sailopadiis,  read  Stolopoama. 
"    201,  line  2T,  for  Ortyx  plumifern,  read  Ortyx  plnmifera. 
"    203,  in  tlie  list  of  Serpents,  read  Fituophia  Willtesii,  instead  of! 

PUiuifhis  WiikeHii. 
"    204,  4th  line  from  the  bottom,  read  Phryaosoma,  instead  of  I 
Phrynossoma;  on  the  same  line  tlie  words  skvmks  skonld  bo  J^ 
sidiiks. 

Throaghoot  the  report  the  Dalles  and  Fort  Dnlk^  are  io  every  in-] 
stance  incorrectly  printed  "Dallas"  and  "  Fort  Dallas." 


Dr.  Morton— Mb  Patent — Suit  against  a  Hospital  PbyBiciaa  at  B 
too— Endorsement  by  a  Medical  Clique  at  Kew  Tork— Histotlcal 
Pacts — Undoubted  Claims  of  Dr.  Wells  to  the  Discovery  of  An- 
sestbesia. 

Id  the  last  nnmber  of  this  Journal  wc  made  some  remarks  npon  I 
the  subject  of  ansesthesia,  especially  relatiug  to  the  anthorship  of  tliia  I 
greatest  medical  discovery  of  modern  times,     We  now  briefly  submit 
a  few  facts,  and  our  readers  can  make  their  own  inferences,  simply 
adding  that  ample  evidence  is  now  in  press. 

The  first  discovery  of  practical  anieatheaia  was  made  at  ] 
Conn.,  in  Nov.,  1844,  by  Dr.  Horace  Wells,  which  discovery  y. 


1 

:  Hartford,     ^^ 
was  at  ^^^M 


once  made  tnown  and  redaced  to  practical  daily  nse  in  Dr.  Wells'  den- 
tn]  practice,  and  in  surgical  operations  then  and  there.  In  Decemfler, 
1844,  Dr,  Wells  visited  Boston  for  the  express  pnrpose  of  making  his 
discovery  known  to  the  sorgeons  of  that  city;  his  desire  being,  to  use 
his  own  words,  that  it  should  be  "  as  fret  at  the  air  vir.  breathe.." 

During  that  visit,  he  called  on  Dr.  Morton,  (formerly  bis  pupil,) 
and  to  him  and  to  Dr.  C,  T.  Jackson  stated  particulars  of  his  discoy- 
ery,  and  daring  the  same  visit  delivered  a  lecture  before  the  medical 
class  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren,  and  extracted  a  tooth,  which,  owing  to  par- 
tial and  insufficient  inhalation  of  the  nitrous  oxyde  gas,  was  not  a  com- 
plete success.  Dr.  Wells'  representations  were  laughed  at  and  treated 
I  as  an  attempt  at  imposition,  by  Drs.  Jackson  and  Morton  and  the 
I  medical  class. 

Dr.  Wells  returned  to  Hartford,  was  prostrated  by  sickness,  bat  on 
recovery  reenmed  his  practice  and  the  use  of  anassthesia,  asing  as  agents 
'  both  nitrons  osyde  gas  and  ether. 

In  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jownal  of  June  18,  1845,  Dr. 
\  P.  W.  Ellsworth  published  an  article  "on  the  Modns  Operandi  of 
(Medicine,"  referring  to  Dr.  Wella'  discovery  of  auicsthesia  and  his  snc- 
KB8  as  an  established  fact. 

Subsequently  to  Dr.  Wells'  visit  to  Boston,  and  dnring  the  spring 

and  summer  of  1845,  Dr.  W.  T.  G.  Morton,  (former  pupil  of  Dr. 

Wells,)  called  at  Dr.  Wells'  office  a  number  of  times  and  requested 

I  particulars  of  Dr.  W.  respecting  anseslhesb,  which  were  freely  and 

Jfiilly  given  him. 

P  With  these  facts  in  view,  and  we  state  them  as  facts,  it  is  singu- 
larly interesting  to  review  Drs.  Jackson  and  Morton's  careful  process 
in  this  discovery  and  their  starting  faith  at  once  fully  pledged,  prepar- 
ed to  accomplish,  if  possible,  a, ^financial  suecess. 

In  September,  1846,  Drs.  Jackson  and  Morton  annonnce  the  dis- 
covery of  anaesthesia,  and  under  the  name  of  "  Letheou,"  lose  not  an 
instant  in  securing  Letters  Patent,  disgnisiug  sulphuric  ether  by  call- 
ing it  a  "  compound." 

Subsequently  the  partners  in  this  fraud  disagree,  and  although  they 
had  token  oal/t  that  it  was  &  joint  discovery,  then  and  there  for  some 
ten  years  past,  each  has  spared  no  effort  at  home  and  abroad  to  prove 
the  other  a  deliberate  knave,  We  think  that  both  have  succeeded  in 
their  showing. 

Dr.  Jackson's  claim  of  1843  we  mast  place  beside  hia  Telegraph 
Hiscovery  of  a  later  date. 


^^^H'      Dr.  Jackson'i 
^^^^Hiscovery  of  a 
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case?     We    ^^^| 
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Bat  what  shall  we  say  of  Dr.  Morton's  conduct  in  this  case? 
say,  that  it  is  proven  that  his  first  intelligence  of  the  prmcipli 
theeia  was  received  from  Dr.  Horace  Wells,  in  November,  1844;  he 
carefally  witnegeed  it  in  person  at  Dr.  Wells'  office  during  the  sommer 
of  1846,  and  by  this  previons  attention  was  prepared  safely  to  OEton- 
isb  Dr.  Jackson  and  the  medical  pTofesBton  of  Boston  by  his  seeming 
rashness. 

Obvioasly,  the  man  conld  gain  no  credence  by  his  general  ot  spe- 
d£c  intelligence;  ergo,  it  was  the  inspiration  of  trao  genine. 

Bat  let  OS  see  what  wois  Dr.  Morton's  first  impulse,  and  also  I>r. 
Jackson's.  We  answer,  financial  success — nothing  more  and  nothing 
Ims.  We  refer  oar  readers  to  bis  Circular,  under  date  of  November 
26,  1846,  headed  "Public  Cantion,"  following  which,  he  speaks  with 
Tirtuous  indignation  of  "certain  unprincipled  persons,  in  the  face  of 
law  audjnstice,  attempting  to  pirait  said  invention."  And  agaio^e 
kindly  continues  his  caution,  proposing  to  dispose  of  licenses  npon  sach 
terms,  indeed,  as  must  prove  altogether  less  expensive  to  tlie  purchaser 
than  it  will  probably  cost  him  in  time  and  money  to  undertake  to  de- 
fend himself  in  the  courts  for  in&ingemnt  on  my  rights  in  the  premises, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  dishonor  or  disgrace  which  invariably  attaches 
itself  to  every  individaal  who  attempts  to  appropriate  to  himself,  in 
secret  or  otherwise,  that  which  is  not  only  not  his  own,  but  which  be- 
longs in  "  Law,  Etjcitr,  and  in  Fact,  solely  to  another,  his  neighbor 
or  fellow  citizen." 

Can  quackery  exceed  this?  can  "  piracy"  he  more  sternly  rebnkedf 

We  are  fallen  upon  strange  times.  Among  the  "  unprincipled  per- 
sons" who  are  indulging  in  this  "piracy"  on  Dr.  W.  T.  Grreen  Mor- 
ton's rights,  and,  consequently,  are  suSering  this  "  dishonor  and  dis- 
grace'' for  sinning  against  "  Law  and  Edurry,"  is  Dr.  Davis,  of  the 
Marine  Hospital,  Chelsea,  near  Boston. 

Dr.  Morton  ha.s,  we  are  told,  commenced  a  suit  against  this  wretch, 
and  as  money  is  needed  to  prosecute  the  matter  vigorously,  he  comes 
to  New  York  City,  and  hat  in  hand,  he  begs  the  medical  men  of  New 
York  to  start  him  a  "  National  Subscription,"  as  a  public  benefactor. 
We  mnst  confess  that  we  can  recaD  no  precedent  that  bears  any  com- 
parison. 

We  are  proud  of  the  medical  profession  in  this  city,  that  they  so 
readily  respond  to  the  recognition  of  this  great  discovery,  bat  we  de- 
precate an  exparte  hearing,  and  this  is  all  that  has  been  presented  bj 
Dr.  Morton. 


I 


w 


He  has  spent  time  and  money  oa  a  diatingaished  member  of  the 
"  third  honae"  at  Washington,  looking  for  compensatioa  from  the  gov- 
ernment, of  at  least  $100,000;  he  has  prosecnted  the  medical  profes- 
sion for  nsing  ether,  alleging  an  infriugement  of  hia  "  Patent;"  and 
now,  as  raeana  to  an  end,  he  Bolieits  a  "  National  Subscription." 
These  points  hare  claimed  bis  time  and  attention  mainly,  tor  ten  years. 

Shonld  hia  pretenaiona  be  anstained  by  an  nndiscriminating  public, 
we  may  look  for  a  renewal  of  his  "  Letters  I'atent,"  a  revised  edition 
of  his  "  Public  Caution,"  and  Dr.  Davis  will  be  nsefnl  as  an  instance 
of  an  "  unprincipled  person"  justly  punished  for  his  "  piracy." 


SEI^EOTIONS. 


I  low  I 
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THE  CSIMB  OF  INPAHnCIBB. 

The  British  medical  press  diacourses  upon  this  anbject  with  great 
plaiunesa  of  speech ;  and  the  statements  made  are  such  as  to  appal  db 
by  the  fignres  whioh  they  exhibit,  and  to  sicken  na  by  the  deliberate 
atrocity  with  which  raany  innocent  victims  are  diposed  of. 

Great  Britain,  with  her  dense  population,  finds  by  no  means  cob- 
temptible  rivals  in  other  uations  in  the  practice  of  this  revolting  crime. 
Ita  perpetration  amongst  na  here  at  home  ia  a  frequent  and  notorious 
fiict,  clearly  manifesting  the  laxity  of  religious  and  moral  feelings  and 
principles,  and  the  deplorable  cold-bloodedness  which  uan  induce  a 
mother  to  destroy  the  fruit  of  her  womb!  Second  only  to  the 
actual  destruction  of  the  lives  of  children — whether  the  latter  are  tra- 
ddali  in  v,tero,  or  slaughtered  after  birth — is  there  heartless  aud  wan- 
ton exposure,  at  all  seasons,  at  the  doors  of  citizens,  or  in  lanes  and 
streets — at  the  risk  of  perishing  by  the  countless  agencies  liable  to 
extingnish  the  feeble  spark  of  life. 

The  ancient  Bugtish  laws  gainst  infanticide  were  of  such  severity 
u  tfi  defeat  the  very  end  they  sought.  Bnt  the  London  Lamet,  whilst 
it  states  this  fact,  also  says  that  the  laxity  of  the  present  code  leads 
to  precisely  the  same  result.  Thus,  "  the  law  requires  proof  now,  that 
the  child  was  wholly  born  when  it  was  killed  ["  whereupon  the  jour- 
nal we  cite  very  truly  remarks  that  "  a  child  may  be  killed  while  only 
a  hand  or  a  foot  remains  iu  the  vagina,  aud  yet  the  guilt  of  murder 
Is  not  legally  incurred."  A  short-sighted  policy  indeed — and  deserv- 
edly stamped  with  the  epithets  of  "  a  mockery  of  justice,"  and  a  shal- 
low compromise  of  a  wicked  offence"  {loc  cit.,  July  11,  1858.)  Pris- 
have  thus  escaped  pauishment,  when  their  children  have  beeo 


prored  to  haye  been  decapitated,  killed  by  tbroat^siitUng  or  hj  atran- 1 

Often  the  hand  of  violence  is  not  actually  laid  npon  the  wretched 
offspring  of  crime  or  of  povertj;  "  criminal  neglect"  may  easily  sttf- 
fice  to  rid  the  unnataraj  pareuts  of  a  burden,  and  enable  them  to  se- 
cure the  premiums  paid  by  cluba  which  iusnre  the  lives  of  children. 

"  The  coroner  for  Middleaes  compnteU  the  annual  infaoticide  ia 
London  as  high  as  300.  He  thought  that  £10,000  might  suffice  to 
check  the  evil.     Surely  it  were  a  small  price  for  such  a  boonl" — Laiva. 

Tiiia  Buhject  ia  one  of  national  importance,  as  the  above  jonmal  inU- 
raates.  Who  \b  willing  to  hear  the  statistics  in  our  own  land,  relative 
to  it?  Who  can  doubt  that  they  would  bel  both  atarUing  and  de- 
plorable? Neither  apathy  nor  severity  will  effect  a  reform;  but  a 
Steady,  [jersevering,  kind  and  united  ^effort  of  men  and  women  who 
love  their  kind  and  country,  might  finally  realize  great  resnlts.  The 
matter  cannot  be  hid  under  a  bushel,  nor  should  we,  from  fear,  refuse 
to  approach  it — any  more  than  did  Mr.  Acton  the  kiudred  evil  of 
proatitiition.  If  we  do  not  destroy  the  serpent,  we  are  likely  to  bo 
its  victims. — Boston  Med.  and  Surg,  Toarnal. 

[Our  Boston  confreres  nre  reminded  that  Foundling  Hospitals  con- 
stitute the  only  remedy  for  this  waste  of  human  life;  and  yet,  when 
these  were  elsewhere  urged  a  year  ago,  tliey  among  others  utterly  op- 
posed the  raeusora,  and  ignored  the  reasoning  bj  which  they  were 
defended.] 


[One  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  late  Medical  Congreaa  ] 
at  Washington  in  May  last.] 

DR.  PARKER'S  CHINESB  HOSPITAZ.. 

Dr.  Peter  Parker,  es-commissioner  to  China,  was  introduced  and 
received  with  applause,  He  eshibitod  some  curious  specimens  ( 
calculi,  as  the  results  of  thirty-eight  operations  upon  Chinese.  They 
were  of  various  shapes  and  composition,  and  weighed  from  a  few  i 
drachma  up  to  three,  seven  and  eight  ounces.  His  description  of  the  ^ 
operation  by  which  these  calculi  were  removed,  was  deeply  interesting, 
and  it  was  gratifying  to  learn  that  out  of  the  thirty-eight  patients  all 
but  live  or  six  recovered  perfect  health. 

Dr.  P.  proceeded  to  state  that  he  has  treated  in  China,  at  the  Hos- 
pital under  his  charge,  fifty-three  tlionsand  cases.     Pictures  c 
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most  carioas  caseB  be  had  brougLi  to  tbia  country,  and  they  were  on 
exhibition  in  tlie  room  below.    At  no  very  distaut  period  he  hopes  to 

.  place  in  a  permanent  fomi  the  result  of  his  labors^,  with  illustrationE. 

L  Anioag  other  cases  he  had  probably  performed  opwardB  of  a  thou- 
sand operationa  for  cataract.  On  one  day  he  operated  in  sistcen 
cases,  the  yonngest  being  a  mere  child,  and  the  oldest  an  old  lady 
aeventy-niae  years  of  age.  Blie  came  led  by  a  servant,  submitted 
heroically  to  operations  on  both  eyes  the  same  day,  and  in  a  fortnight 
had  her  sight  perfectly  restored.  In  acknowledging  a  vote  of  thanka, 
Dr.  Parker  said  he  had  among  bia  patientfi  all  classes,  from  members 
of  the  imperial  family  down  to  beggars. 

Hia  greatest  diffiealty  had  been  to  persuade  his  patients  that  he 
conld  not  cure  all  diseases. 


B  grant  of  i 

^^^^L  cation;  th< 


THE  ZNAUODHATION  OF  JTNTnrR'B  STATUE. 

The  nth  of  May,  186S,  is  an  era  in  British  science;  for  on  this  day, 
for  the  first  time,  the  same  honor  haa  been  publicly  paid  to  a  man  of 
science  and  a  philanthropist  which  has  hitherto  been  thought  the  es- 
clasive  due  of  military  and  political  eminence.  The  statnc  of  Jenner, 
in  spite  of  the  opposition  of  some  who  profess  to  march  in  the  van- 
gaard  of  civilization,  now  occupies  one  of  the  most  prominent  positions 
in  the  metropolis  of  Great  Britain;  a  sign  to  the  people  of  what  per- 
scTering  energy,  combined  with  scientific  sagacity,  may  accompUsh  to 
the  advancement  of  hnman  hapiiiness;  a  proof  to  the  laborer  in  the 
cause  of  science  and  humanity,  that  if  he  achieves  something  worthy 
of  hia  country's  gratitude,  that  country  henceforward  may  reward  him 
as  she  has  hitherto  rewarded  the  heroes  of  another  stamp.  It  was  a 
noble  sight  to  sec  the  assemblage  at  peers,  of  distingnished  commoners, 
and  of  the  most  eminent  in  the  medical  profession,  which,  on  the  17th 
of  May,  united,  at  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  under  the  presi- 
dency of  Hia  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Consort,  to  do  honor  to  the 
great  name  of  Jenner.  *  It  was  touching  to  bear  men  who  form  a  liiJi 
between  the  last  generation  and  the  present  one,  like  the  illustrioui 
Marquis  of  Landsdowne  and  onr  professional  brother,  Dr.  Pettigrew, 
speak  of  their  personal  reminiscences  of  the  man;  the  former  the  first 
nobleman  to  recognize  his  merit,  and  to  come  forward  in  bis  support 
— the  mover  in  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  resolution  to  confer  a 
grant  of  £20,000  npon  Jenner,  not  as  a  reward,  but  as  on  indemnifi- 
cation; the  latter,  one  of  the  personal  friends  of  Jenner,  and  one  of 


tbe  oldest  vacciaators  in  the  kingdoni.  It  ia  nsnecessarj  for  ns  ia  this 
place  to  urge  the  importance  of  vaccinatioD,  bat  we  wonld  bun  hope, 
with  the  Royal  President  of  the  meetiag,  that  its  resalt  may  be  to 
ftroose  the  att^stion  of  the  public  to  the  merita  of  tbe  great  discorerer 
of  TacciDBtion,  and  that  it  may  be  tbe  meaoii  of  preventing  that  neg- 
lect of  Toccioation,  owing  to  which,  in  this  coantry,  no  less  that  5,000 
persona  still  fall  rictims  to  amall-pos  annnallj. 


[The  following  choice  morceao  will  bring  tbe  blnsb  to  the  cheek  of 
certain  New  York  medical  euctoraers  of  hnmbnggerj',  and  shame  the 
Governors  of  the  Alms  Honse  for  their  recent  robbery  of  the  dtj 
treasury,  to  reword  a  pablic  impostor.] 

p^m  tbm  Boitoo  Usdkiil  uid  SwbImI  JagniEl,} 
Bolt  for  DamagOB  for  Using  Sulphuric  Bthei. 
It  is  annonDCed  in  a  public  print  thnt  W.  T.  6.  Morton  bae  entered' 
&  suit  against  Dr.  Daria,  Surgeon  of  the  U.  S.  Marine  Hospital  at 
Chelsea,  for  infringing  his  patent  for  tbe  n^e  of  Ether  as  aa  anffistfae- 
lie,  laying  damages  at  $5,000.  This  ia  a  strange  proceeding,  sorely, 
after  the  boast  of  his  friends,  a  few  years  since,  when,  strivitig  to 
excite  "  palpable  sympathy  "  for  bim,  they  asserted  he  had  given  this 
precioQB  boon  of  anassthesia  "  to  be  as  free  as  heaven's  own  sunahine," 
We  have  never  yet  known  it  to  coat  any  one  $5,000  for  lie  privileg« 
of  nsing  "heaven's  own  sanshine.  But  this  aoit  baa  other  import. 
What  wili  be  llie  consequence  if  it  is  decided  in  favor  of  Morton  7  If 
Dr.  Daris  can  be  mulcted  $5,000  for  its  oae  in  the  U.  8.  Marine  Hos- 
pital, what  sum  will  the  Sai^eons  of  the  Massachusetts  Qenerul  Hos- 
pital have  to  pay  for  nang  It  ?  Or  will  ibey  be  let  off,  in  considerar 
tion  of  a  certain  quo  for  a  certain  quid?  But  ahould  they  be  let  off, 
there  would  still  be  enough  Dr.  Davisea  left,  viz.,  the  city  inetitntiona, 
ail  operators  in  surgery,  all  dentists.  These  in  turn,  and,  in  short,  all 
who  ever  use  aucesthetics,  wonld  be  equally  liable  with  Dr.  Davis  for 
a  certain  nnmber  of  hundreds  or  thousands  of  dollars,  in  proportion  to 
the  frequency  with  which  they  handle  the  scalpel  or  pullikens.  Such 
ia  the  aspect  of  the  affair,  at  the  best  of  It;  and,  limited  to  it  alone, 
we  might  hope  that  Morton  will  be  cast,  and  judgment  given  in  favor 
of  Davis,  and  that  antesthesia  may  still  be  as  "free  as  heaven's  own 
Bonshine,"  and  humanity  still  enjoy  its  boon. 

But  the  affair  has  another  look,  when  we  are  told,  by  the  same  dailj 
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print,  that  thia  is  an  amicable  suit,  gotten  np,  of  conree,  with  Dr. 
Davis'a  consent,  for  the  nllerior  views  of  Morton.  This  is  a  grave 
cliarge  agaiust  one  of  our  profession,  and  wo  are  astonished  that  Dr. 
D.  has  not  explicitly  denied  it  long  since — that  he  has  suffered  it  to 
remain  uacontradicted,  repeated  from  paper  to  ptiper,  for  a  mouth. 
It  may  be  said  that  it  ought  not  to  be  believed — that  it  is  too  gross 
on  the  face  of  it;  but  there  are  certain  reaaona  for  the  plansihility  of 
the  charge.  First,  the  well-known  nnscrupulouBuess  of  Morton — his 
deaituess  to  all  moral  ttense — favors  it  on  general  principles;  and  we 
do  know,  positively  and  persoually,  that  he  matic  a  distinct  request  of 
a  medical  gentleman,  high  iu  public  office,  for  permisaion  to  cuter  aa 
amicable  suit  against  him,  in  order  to  estahliiih  a  preatige  for  liitn 
(Mortoti),  auder  which  he  could  more  succesefully  aud  effectively  carry 
on  his  operatious  in  Congress.  The  offer  was  spurned  with  a  scorn 
aud  contempt  commensurate  with  the  high  honor  of  the  man  to  whom 
it  was  raaile.  We  are  sorry  that  Dr.  Davis  has  not  shown  some  such 
feeling  on  occasion  of  his  being  charged  with  such  ditigraccfiil  collusion. 
Another  thing  ia  anapicions:  the  suit  has  liecn  entered,  and  Dr. 
Davis's  property  been  for  some  time  attached  to  meet  its  demands; 
yet  two  weeks  ago  he  bad  not  employed  any  counsel,  though  the  suit 
to  be  tried  next  month.  Were  this  a  private  matter,  we  would  feel 
10  right  to  thus  parade  Dr.  Davis's  name,  coupled  with  such  dark 
(•nspicloua  against  him.  We  hold  our  own  character  higher  thun  even 
the  reports  of  a  daily  print,  and  would  not  care  to  set  it  lair  where  it 
had  been  clouded  bom  such  a  source.  But  this  is  a  matter  where  the 
profession  at  large,  and  Dr.  Davis's  relations  with  it,  arc  greatly  cou- 
cerued.  He  is  not  to  be  tlie  oidy  sufferer,  if  sufforiug  there  is  to  he. 
The  assault  on  him  is  not  au  affair  that  stops  with  his  defeat.  The 
passage  witii  him  is  oue  in  which  Morton  has  nothing  to  lose,  but 
everything  to  gain;  where  every  advajitage  accrues  to  the  latter, 
and  which,  if  in  any  measure  triumphant,  will  be  used  according 
to  that  measure  to  the  discomfort  of  the  profession,  to  the  annoy- 
ance of  every  ]>ractitioiier  in  it,  aud  to  the  advancement  of  one 
,irbo  has  hitherto  shown  no  ayuipathy  with  it,  aud  now  proves  that 
as  none  even  with  the  sufferings  of  his  fellow-creatures.  Wa 
Tore  feel  that  we  have  a  right  to  address  Dr.  Davis  thos.  Acd- 
dent  has  placed  him  in  a  situation  which  makes  him,  iu  a  certain  mat- 
tar,  the  champion  of  the  ppofessifin  against  the  absurd  claims  of  char- 
latanry, Wo  have  a  right  to  ask  him  why  lie  is  not  doing,  aud  wlifct 
be  is  doing,  and  even  what  doeii  he  mean  to  do  F     To  put  the  mildest 
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ABSOciatJon  of  BSedical  Bapetmtead«tits  of  Aroerloan 
InsUtatioiiE  for  tlie  Insane. 
Higblj  interesting  disous^ion  at  tbG  \a\.e  meetiuj:  at  Queliec,  1858. 
Dr.  Ray  read  ao  elaborate  pftper  oji  "  Meiitiil  Hyfjiieiie,"  whith  was 
listened  to  with  deserfedly  marked,  atteutiou  from  iK-giriDUit;  to  end; 
and  touL-biDg  npoti  poiots  of  the  ntmoi^t  importaDt^e  in  that  coDnectioii, 
it  called  forth  a  very  iuteresting  and  profitable  iSiscnssion.  He  dwelt 
more  particularly  on  the  bad  effects  of  too  close  intermarriages,  and 
injury  to  the  mental  health  attendant  on  a  want  of  a  proper  amouot 
rest  and  sleep,  together  with  some  minor  points,  the  substance  of 
brought  forth  in  the  discnsfiion. 
le  discuasion  was  opened  by  Dr.  Workman,  who  strongly  depre- 
id  the  system  of  education  as  carried  on  at  the  prt-sent  day.  He 
did  not  think  it  right  to  consider  a  child  of  four  years  of  age  a  block- 
head I>eCBiise  lie  could  not  ^peak  two  or  three  languages,  and  starty 
mathematics,  as  a  collegiate.  He  was  forcibly  reminded  of  a  remark 
of  Dr.  R.,  of  Montreal,  iu  speaking  of  these  prodigies;  that  they  Were 
"infant  philosophers,  and  became  adult  foola."  He  cited  the  case  of 
a  little  girl  who  was  worked  to  death  by  these  meaus,  and  whose 
mother  said  she  died  of  dysentery  I  In  conclusion,  he  staled  that  he 
did  not  direct  the  education  of  his  own  children  according  to  the  pres- 
ent fosIilDn.  If  he  were  called  on  to  legislate  on  the  mattKr,  he  would 
forbid  any  child  being  sent  to  school  before  tbe  age  of  seven  years; 
and  lie  could  aay  from  experience  in  his  own  fauiily,  in  which  lie  had 
tested  the  rule,  that  no  \ms  would  he  sustained  from  its  unirersal 
adoption.  It  WHS  much  to  be  hoped  that  we  were  on  the  eve  of  a 
healthy  reaction  in  this  department  of  humau  affairs,  aud  no  men  in 
society  can  bear  more  ample  testimony  than  our  !<pecialty  to  the  evil 
f  overdriving  the  youthful  mtud,  and  the  disregard  of 
requirements  of  the  pliysical  eeonoray  which  the  voice  of  nature 
inally  proclaims, 

connection  with  intermarriages,  he  stal*d  that  the  census  of  Cnu- 
for  1852  .showed  that  the  number  of  insane  in  l.lie  lower  i'mvince 
nmub  greater  than  in  the  up[)er.  A  great  projiorlioii  of  the  cascB 
t'  inaanity  were  certainly  idiotic,  Was  it  not  hijiiily  |»robable 
close  inter  marriage  for  several  getieratious  unions  rln-  French 
lie  of  Lower  (.'amida,  had  resulted  in  the  production  of  idiocy  ?  It 
beeD  ordered  in  the  begiiiiiing,  that  a  man  Bhonld  "  leave  his 
and  mother"  when  he  took  a  wife.     In  Camidn,  we  found  the 


men  of  New  Eogland  aod  Scotland  almwt  inrari&blj  ^Iwck  to  tbdr 
native  pariBh  (or  their  vWee.  Need  we  wonder  that  inssaitj  is  tdaoi 
to  be  on  the  increase,  when  each  pains  were  taken  to  perpetuate  it  t 
He  trusted  thai  as  sereral  of  lliose  now  present  were  badielon,  and 
Quebec  ladies  were  attractiire,  ihey  woald  take  the  hint 

Dr.  Choate  said:  "  I  hare  been  mncb  struck  with  tone  irf  the  ticwb 
trongbt  forward  in  the  paper,  and  particnlarlr  with  thwe  is  relfttMM 
to  canscB  of  disease  operating  fAm^uir/y  ia  the  Tnited  State*.  I  think 
the  great  strife  which  exUts  to  keep  np  appearaoces  nnder  straitened 
circnnutaaces,  and  tbe  cooslant  straggle  which  is  going  on  to  rise  !■ 
eorial  condition,  are  powerful  causes  in  prodncing  insaaitT  in  tlus 
coontrr,  partictilarlj  among  females  of  the  middle  aud  lover  dases. 
In  tbe  old  coaotries  tbe  social  position  of  all  classes  k  mope  fixed. 
There  is  leas  strife  and  more  conlentmenL 

"  In  relation  to  the  effects  of  iDtermarriage  among  blood  relati^Es, 
I  iiare  been  led  to  hare  seriooa  donbts.  It  bappem  that  in  tbe  dis- 
trict of  the  State  of  Massacbosettd  which  sends  patients  to  tbe  Tmd- 
t<Mi  Hospital,  are  three  or  foar  conunnnitiea,  wlueti  hare  lired  for 
manj  years  bj  tbemseires  npon  the  Inlands  of  Naatncket  aod  Har- 
.  tba's  ViDeyard,  and  altbongb  they  bare  cooatamlr  intenMiried,  the 
proportion  of  insane  persons  among  them  has  ahrajs  been  snalL 

"  Tbe  remarks  of  the  gentlemen  who  bare  spoken  apoo  the  snbject 
of  intermarriage  appear  to  me  to  show,  that  this  caue  raa*  operate 
■tronglj  in  prodadng  d^ects  iu  tbe  senses,  m  ipeech,  in  twaiing  aod 
in  a^t,  bnt  not  panicalarlj  in  producing  tnaBitj.  Mj  friend,  I>r. 
Bannej,  informs  me,  that  for  two  or  thre«  ecatniica  the  royal  Etaulj 
of  tbe  Sandwich  Islands  bare  been  in  the  eanstaat  practkc  of  iater- 
narriage,  and  that  yet  they  excel  all  other  natioes  of  lha»  iaiaiida  ia 
physical  and  mental  derelopment,  Statkstics  alone  am  eet^e  this 
qnestioo,  and  these  we  hare  not  nJEdently  acemBalated." 

In  answer  to  a  qoestioo  from  Dr.  McFatlcnd,  Dr.  Chipley  stated 
that  he  bad  learned  from  Dr.  Bcous,  who  had  collected  a  great  aaaj 
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Dr.  Morrin  stated  that,  in  the  neigbborhood  of  Quabec,  Wo  first 
iCODsins  Qiarried,  and  the  wliole  of  the  childreo  were  deaf  and  dumb, 
koew  where  iutertnarriu)^  of  Grst  coasins  was  practiced  in  a  family 
.ftiuong  the  aristocracy,  nearly  the  whole  of  wliose  members  were 
Insane. 

ir.  Hills  expressed  liis  gralification  a.t  bearing  such  an  ahle  paper, 
eaid  that  be  coalU  fully  concur  in  every  point  that  it  touched  np- 
He  stated  that  he  had  bad  in  his  institution  tiirce  iustancca  of 
,parema  and  children  being  iuiiaiic;  had  now  at  leatit  four  instancoa 
Df  brothcra  and  sisters  being  insane,  with  consanguinity  of  parents. 
Be  might  add,  in  t\m  connection,  that  he  had  two  instances  of  haa- 
aud  wife  boiiig  iimanu,  but  witbont  any  blood  relation  between 
tht'in.  He  stated  that  the  County  of  Guernsey,  in  his  state,  sends  an 
>lly  large  nnniber  of  insane  to  the  asylum,  and  it  was  believed 
that  this  was  owing  lo  the  gri'at  extent  to  which  intermarriaj^es  took 
Ijilace  in  that  community.  lie  was  surprised  lo  hear  the  doubts  ex- 
.presf^ed,  that  consangninity  in  parentn  ever  caused  iuBanity  in  the  off- 
spring. He  had  been  led  to  Ihink  it  a  frequent  cause.  Its  aon-ap- 
fjwarance  until  in  mature  years  dot^a  not  disjirOTe  a  constituticinal  cause, 
■■  than  in  hereditary  cases.  The  State  of  Ohio  had  sought 
parentage  of  all  cases  of  insanity,  idiocy,  deaf-mutism,  and 
blindness,  and  the  fads  eliciteil  show  clearly  this  cause  in  the  prodnc- 
tion  of  all  of  them.     The  report,  however,  wan  very  imperfect. 

Dr.  Athon,  in  connection  with  the  suliject  of  int^rniarriuge,  stated 
that  about  fourteen  Inslances  nf  inlermarrJage  bud  come  nnder  bis  ob- 
servation. He  had  inrjuirvd  into  the  condition  of  the  progeny,  and 
found  that  in  nine  children  there  was  physical  deficiency — one  of  hear- 
onc  of  seeing,  one  could  not  talk,  two  bad  not  the  use  of  their 
lower  exireraities,  and  two  in  one  family  were  noar-sighted. 

Jnrvis,  e.tpressiiig  himself  pleasLiI  with  the  reading  of  the  paper, 
Stated  that  he  felt  much  gratified  lo  hear  such  a  unanimously  favor- 
able opinion  from  the  njemberii.     He  thought  it  should  be  sent  to 
every  family,  and  read   by  every  individual,     Very  few  knew  the 
dangers  that  effect  the  mmd.     The  evil  jafluenBes  he  thought 
iraerous  as  those  which  act  upon  the  body.     He  referred  to  the 
tnt  syHtoin  of  education,  and  its  deleterious  eS'ecte  upon  the  men- 
health,  and  stated  that  most  falter  under  the  coutinned  strain; 
e  break  down,  and  odiera  become  insaue.     From  tlie  buest  intel- 
to  the  lowest,  he  considered  thai  no  one  thought  riglit  at  all  times; 
.  with  cvt'iy  one  IIiltc  were  times  when  the  mind  was  not  as  clear 
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as  it  should  be.  This  was  attributable,  perhaps,  to  a  hearty  dinDer, 
overwork,  want  of  a  proper  a  moan  t  of  sleep,  excessive  exercise  or  ex- 
citement, or  other  mi>'niaiiagement  of  the  pliysical  or  mental  powers. 
He  wished  panicularly  to  call  attention  to  the  imperfect  edocation 
everywhere  given,  in  school  and  out  of  school,  unu  continued:  **  In 
manifold  wnys  every  one  i.s  taught,  Imt  taught  bist  to  know  himself: 
knowlediTC  of  the  st-i-.'iices,  of  external  uatuiv,  history,  philosophy.  &c., 
is  freely  given,  but  not  that  of  our  own  internal  T)ature,  of  the  powers 
of  our  boiiv  aiid  our  mind,  their  relation  to  oach  other,  and  their  mil- 
toal  influence.  Nevertheless,  most  in  the  Uuit.-d  States  have  some 
sort  of  e«lu'jatiou  to  tit  th..'m  for  action  in  the  world.  But  connected 
with  this,  there  is  a  daiiger  to  mental  healtii,  if  not  peculiar  to  this 
country,  at  least  greater  here  than  elswliere.  AH  the  employments, 
all  the  path<  of  life  are  Mpeu  to  whomsoever  can  and  will  e liter  and 
walk  in  them.  M'^r**over,  no  one  is  con  lined  to  the  path  he  may  have 
once  selected,  but  he  can  at  aav  tltue  chan'-re.  and  take  anv  other 
more  suiteil  to  las  capacity,  his  taste,  or  his  ambition. 

"  Our  pe«  -pie  ire ner ally  not  only  aim  higher  tlian  tho-e  of  most 
other  nations,  but  thev  are  constautiv  looking  iir«wird.  to  see  if  thev 
mav  not  better  themselves.  And  whenev-.-r  oooasiou  offers,  thev  are 
prone  to  lea.e  the  more  humble,  quiet,  or  les.-^  protiraMe  avo».-a:LOu>, 
for  those  that  promise  more,  or  are  more  flattenng  to  their  ambitiOQ. 
Hence  we  tiiid  cultivators  of  the  soil  l^ti'-Huin?  traders,  i-atiiriit  me- 
ehanics  becominsr  manafactarers,  the  small  trader  eLlarrJ^:^  hii  basi- 
ness  to  that  of  a  wholesale  merchant,  the  working  man  ramin.^  spi?ca- 
lator,  the  capitalist  going  to  the  s:o^k  cxchin-re  ati-i  dealiEg  in  mat- 
ters of  •ioub'i^jl  value.  Some  leave  the  ^I.^a-C'i  •. r  the  wo;ksho:\  a!^ 
become  Si.-ho!ar?  or  enter  the  professions.  The  quiet  workman,  or 
man  of  business,  enters  the  field  of  p«.^l:ti«-'s.  and  -iTiirages  in  the  anxie- 
ties and  strifes  of  parties,  or  in  the  management  of  :Iie  a^airs  cf  state. 
Science  is  ^H?{>ulanze<i  at:d  offered,  in  some  fv-rm.  to  evrrycvdy:  and 
some  who  have  been  contented  with  the  Lear!::r.g  ■  f  the  '.t'mrj.OQ  sch->:il, 
or  wirh  readlna:  the  c-.-mmon  w-irks  of  Liscorr.  t^av^:^-^  Jti:..  btecci*? 
interested  in  <ubjix:ts  if  a  hii^her  nature.  They  study  the  si.'ience5, 
dip  i"Jto  j'iiii'^o'jby.  theoI'^-.ry.  and  cheriiT.^try.  They  bcco^ie  phy^io^v 
(rists.  astri.Tocn-::?.  ard  vhrenologists. 

*•  lu  all  ti'.ese.  aud  mariifold  other  ways  men  here  a^jjurue  buM-en* 
of  thought,  study,  care  and  aL'xiety.  such  as  they  had  not  cw*?i!  trata- 
ed  t'.^  bear.  ar:«i  they  lay  a  weight  opoa  their  bn«a  which  chey  have 
aot  been  accoscoaxeil  to  snstam.    Tbej  nftr^  in  their  tuencal  part,  a» 
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f  ihe  tftilor  or  clerk  would,  in  the  pUyaical  part,  if  lie  were  suddcTily  to 

leave  hifl  eedentar^  employmeot,  nad  lieuoine  a  fArniirr  or  a  stone  laj'er. 

They  endanger  the  brain,  as  certainly  as  the  absteiuions  liietetic  would 

his  stomaeh,  if  he  were  suddenly  to  take  the  sailor'B  hard  Fare,  or  tlie 

gourmand's  luxnrions  profu^euees.    1l  is  do  wonder,  then,  that  eome  ol 

these  find  them^ekes  in  a  wrong  position;  that  gome  falter  Id  theil 

new  work,  and  atagger  beuealh  their  iinuceuatoraed  bui-den ;  that  some 

I  ftre  disappointed  and  heart-broken;  ami  that  some  waste  t.heir  mental 

I  /orces  in  the  vain  Hlruggle  for  aueuess,  and  a  few  boeoiue  inxaiie.     Thia 

is  oae  of  tiie  evils  of  oar  present  dvilizatiou,  aiid  it  will  follow  as,  un- 

Ijtil  we  make  another  advance,  and  teaoh  meu  thinr  own  natures;  their 

l^treDgth  and   ibeir  weakncRB,  the  limit  of  their  capacity,  and   their 

ii>i!ity  to  suffer  if  they  overstep  the  law  of  health,  misappropriate 

^^eir  powers,  or  asttnme  any  harden  which  their  original  constitution 

tor  their  training  hoe  not  prepared   them  to  snstain.     1  venture  to 

kjiQpe,  tiieretore,   that  Dr.  Ray's  paper  will  be  printed,  and  spread 

BJtirondcasl  through  the  world,  to  warn  men  to  prepare  themselves,  by 

I  a  better  education,  for  the  responGibilitiea  of  life,  and  by  a  better  dis- 

I  cretiou,  to  apply  their  |K)wers  to  such  puipottes  as  thc-y  were  fitted  to 

p  accomplish," 

Referring  to  the  fact  slated  by  Dr.  Ray,  that  one  third  of  the  chil- 
l-jdreii  die  before  Ihoy  are  five  years  old.  Dr.  J.  said  that  he  had  re- 
Ipently  made  a  calcnlation  of  the  connection  of  ignorance  of  mnthera 
I  with  the  early  mortality  of  children,  iu  Kugland  and  WhIcn,  through 
ieveuteen  years,  ending  with  18S4.  In  thos^^  coinitries  where  63  per 
B-Ceot.  of  the  women  whon  married  wuru  unable  to  write,  ihere  were 
I '149,1)27  marriages  and  2,S&3,774  births;  19  |jer  cent,  of  ibe  children 
I  died  under  one  year,  and  34.52  per  cent,  under  five  year^  of  age, 
\  But  iu  other  counties  where  only  30.11  per  cent  of  the  marrying  wo- 
Q  wore  unable  to  write,  there  were  804,170  marriages  and  2,933,- 
^filS  birtbs;  and  of  these  children  only  15  per  cent  died  under  one 
I'fear,  and  27.79  under  five  years  o(  a^v.  Thris  showing  an  excess  of 
fe$6  p<^r  cent,  under  one  year,  and  of  24  (Mr  cent,  under  five,  iu  the 
Kpnore  ignorant  over  the  more  intelligent  coanties. 

Dr.  Harlow  stated  that  the  Bubjeut  of  hereditary  iuauniiy  was  one 
arbich  bad  occupied  his  attention  eouaiderably.  As  far  as  he  could 
t  at  the  facts,  about  two  thirds  of  I  he  patients  have  had  insane 
AiTca.  In  cegurd  to  intermarriages  he  hud  not  been  able  to  arrive 
t  any  gfttisfactory  conclusions.  In  regard  to  precocity,  he  referred 
0  the  early  age  at  wliich  students  entered  our  coUegtie,  and  said  that 
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they  were  less  likely  to  make  their  mark  in  the  world  than  those  who 
entered  at  a  more  mature  age;  that  many  of  our  most  respectable 
schools  greatly  erred  in  forcing  the  intellectual  advancement  of  their 
popils  at  such  an  early  age,  in  order  to  get  them  tlirough  yonng;  and 
that  although  they  seemed  to  run  well  at  fir?t,  they  often  fell  in  the 
rear  at  the  end  of  the  race.  In  other  words,  they  might  be  the  best 
fitted  for  college,  yet  graduate  with  the  meanest  honors. 

Dr.  Smith  thought  the  valuable  paper  read  by  the  distinguished 
president,  this  morning,  should  not  be  pa!?s-d  over  in  silence.  The 
subject  of  Mental  Hygiene,  he  believed,  had  never  been  brought  be- 
fore the  Assciciation,  and  he  regarded  it  one  of  superlative  import- 
ance, and  coming  ])eculiarly  within  the  province  of  our  specialty.  He 
thought  the  Associjition  should  feel  greatly  indebted  to  Dr.  Ray 
for  his  paper,  not  only  on  account  of  its  intrinsic  worth,  but  from  the 
fact  it  would  prove  instrumental  in  directing  attention  to  a  subject 
firanght  with  the  most  important  results,  and  indnciog  close  aiid  dis- 
criminating oliservation  and  investicration.  He  hope*l  we  would  all 
have  the  pleasant  privilege  of  perusing  it,  with  care,  in  the  Jourval 
OF  IxsAXiTY,  and,  indeed,  would  rtjoice  tu  see  it  in  every  family  on 
the  American  continent. 

Dr.  Ray  statefl  that  the  remarks  made  u{-«on  the  subject  of  ir.ter- 
marriage  of  relatives  had  induced  him  to  mi-ke  an  additional  cbser- 
vation  upon  that  subject.  Since  the  writiiig  of  that  paper.  wi:h;n  a 
few  months  there  had  appeared  a  work  in  Londo:!.  by  Mr.  Bjckle, 
called  "^The  History  of  Civilization  in  England  ani  Fraiije."  and  it 
was  d.-cidf'llv  one  of  the  lead  In?  works  of  tho  'lav.  I^  :L.a:  \rork  is 
denied,  poi  it  blank,  thr?  whole  dootriue  of  heredlturv  iiirli^ric^.  N:»w, 
wt^  hud  bt.-eu  believing  aL  this  time  that  snoh  an  h-er^jtilt;.- j  ;':^i>;n«?e 
does  exist,  am  J  wk:  wer»?  suddenly  called  up^a  to  ror-ve  ir.  Hv  imag- 
ined that  it  would  be  difficult  to  furnish  th'?  ^'P.-^;:"  on  trie  sp'ir  o:  the 
moment.     He  was  readv  to  confesc?  that  tht  tac:s  wKioh  -.ore-  t.li recti v 

m  m 

upon  the  subject  were  not  easily  got  at.  Aci  wx^  Jvl  -evcd  it.  L\'  ap- 
prehended, ratiier  upt^n  the  streng:h  of  some  Lreneral  iJiprvsiio-  >,  than 
of  C'-jpious  a';d  relia-'.lf  siatistics.  The  same  u\\ch:  Iv  said  i-:  r-iation 
to  the  itijurious  eftV-cts  of  intermarriage.  He  tiioujrh:  the  ocl'-  course 
was  to  enrich  our  statistics,  and  he  hoped  :hiC  ia  cvery  hospi:aI  for 
the  ins.ine  or  idiots  inquiry  would  always  be  made  in  relation  :o  the 
mental  condition  of  the  patients*  relative;}.  In  that  way  a  creat  manr 
facts  might  be  ascertained  npos  this  subject.  The  examples  which 
had  been  aUndBd  lo  ^  »-=*■*  •——Mw>.  sarii  as  Nanciickt;t.  were 
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of  questionabb  valne,  and  njust  be  very  eloBely  scFiitinined.  Sbq- 
tncket  was  isolated,  it  was  true,  from  tlie  rent  of  the  continent,  but 
it  roust  be  bora  in  mind  that  a  great  proportion  of  its  rade  popalatioii 
die  abroftd,  and  conset|uently  the  supply  of  busbands  must  come  From 
anotlier  quarter.  Hence  the  statistic  were  not  of  so  mudi  value  as 
they  would  seem  to  imply.  The  inquiries  made  upon  the  subject  had 
resulted  in  the  establishment  of  the  fact,  thnt  the  mingling  of  com- 
mon blood  has  led  rather  to  a  deterioratioD  of  the  senses  tbaii  nf  the 
brain.  It  was  well  to  hear  in  mind,  tiowerer,  that  stutisties  shoidd 
always  be  consulted  with  reference  to  the  e.xact  object  for  whieh  ttiey 
were  made.  He  stated  that  he  would  bkc  to  draw  the  attention  of 
those  present  to  another  point  mentioned  in  his  paper,  a  little  more 
fully.  He  saw  no  cause  in  operation  more  calculated  to  deteriorate 
the  power  of  endurance,  both  physical  and  mental,  than  our  system  of 
education,  It  was  a  matter  of  everybody's  observation,  and  every- 
body's duty,  to  set  themselves  against  it.  The  resolta  of  our  oppo- 
sition so  far  promised  bnt  little,  but  still  be  thought  it  was  none  lUe 
lesa  a  duty  to  persevere. 

Dr.  Ruy  continued:  "Children  are  put  into  school  almost  as  soon 
as  they  can  go  alone,  and  kept  there  six  hours  a  day,  and  as  they  ad- 
Tance  the  work  increases.  If  fortunate  enough  to  reach  the  age  of 
twelve  unscathed,  then  the  great  physiological  evolution  takes  place, 
and  they  have  more  than  they  can  bear.  They  go  into  the  high 
schools,  where  the  sestiions  are  sis  hours  €acb,  not  for  the  sake  of 
study,  perhaps;  some  do  not  study  in  school  at  all,  the  time  being  oc- 
cupied only  in  recitation.  They  are  kept  at  tlieb  exercises  out  of  school 
frequently  until  ton  or  eleven  o'clock  at  night.  I  am  astonished  every 
little  while  at  some  new  revelation  respecting  the  extent  o(  these  prac- 
tices. A  few  weeks  ago  I  found  that  in  one  of  oar  high  schools,  girls 
ought  to  be  ill  bed  at  nine  o'clock,  were  up  habitually  till  deven 
velve  o'clock,  getting  up  their  esercises  for  the  next  day.     The 

.number  of  youth  that  break  down  in  couseijaeuce  of  excessive  cerebral 
ictivity  is  counties.    The  disease  may  pass  under  some  other  name, 

'even  dysentery,  as  in  a  case  that  came  to  my  notice  only  last  week. 

'A  lady  informed  me  that  a  dear  aiid  only  daughter,  fourteeji  yeara 

[iold,  died  at  school  from  dysentery,  though  the  disease  seemed  light, 
lid  her  physicians  declared,  only  an  honr  lx:fore  she  dic^d,  that  there 
itiB  no  danger.  It  appeared,  however,  that  she  was  one  of  those  in- 
llectual  children  who  are  fond  of  study,  and  that  she  hud  been  en- 
;ed  to  use  her  brain  to  the  nlmo:<t  extent,  vrithout  any  of  those 
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e^^ercLses  and  recreations  which  might,  in  some  degree,  hare  checked 
the  ruiuoos  effect  of  such  a  course.  In  this  condition  she  was  attack- 
ed bj  a  disease  which,  under  other  circumstances,  would  not  hare 
been  serious,  and  she  wanted  the  nervous  energy  to  resist  it.  This 
case  illustrates  an  effect  of  escessire  cerebral  exercise,  too  much  otct- 
looked.  I  mean  the  in  ability  to  bear  the  least  shock  of  disease  in  any 
other  on^n,  as  if  the  vital  forces  had  been  all  used  up  in  supplying 
the  demands  of  the  brain.  The  ordinarv  maoifestations  of  this  coodir 
tion  are  so  common,  that,  in  consequence  of  their  very  commoaaeaB, 
they  fail  to  make  any  impression  upon  us.  Foreigners  coming  amoi^ 
US  see  it.  an<i  s(>eak  of  it.  Sir  Charles  Fox,  one  of  the  Commissioaeza 
of  the  Crvstal  Palace,  while  in  Boston,  no:  Ions  since,  visiied  one  of 
the  high  schools  for  girls.  On  coming  away,  he  remarked  ;o  his 
friend.  'You  seem  to  be  training:  vour  siris  tor  the  Innaric  asvlnm.' 
Such  was  the  impression  made  apc«a  an  intelligent:  strazg»7r.  by  their 
intellectual  achievenieLrs.  in  ei.':;nec;i:*Li  w;:a  :heir  pale  and  sallow 
fewes." 

In  ooGcIusion.  he  said  ii^  was  zi^icli  sm.k  wi:;i  :ie  fuL.  njbost 
fi>r:ns  and  rosy  looks  oc'  :a-  Qieve:  ^>Ls.  is  .*i:c:rA5:r^  wi:h.  :ae  tain. 
riigiiC  ^^im-fs.  pAle  ini  sicily  :'a..e^  :c  :ii7  Aziericaz  giri^  hi  the 
S£a:(:s.  and  hoMii  :iitv  wjclii  neTer  id'.cT  :i'r  :*:n;in:r.  ^.lyn'iirr.nu^ 
OL'.Hiies  ol  etiicaci  jl 
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cr^'s.  ijii  iiH  l.LX.".ir'«:s  :f'  v:-.^l\r.i::«a  J:i~-i  >■  ••.•~:is^*i  ■  rie  "..'s  ?ha; 
iesii  >  :f;r  :■■."  r-ia."  il".  *L?is  .'•"  :l2i:  t- :>:■.•:  in-rt  -; r:oi».-^i.  i  ■:'!i>*5  cf 
BKa  xi:se  fiii:e:L     rj    t  ias   >-i  :;  i  :•:  i  rvaie»;;*  t  c  >uf  riig  jti- 

T^ShT.  -C*  jr;»ii;"""  ia«i  >:zi;-^^:':'  «i     rjua    u -i<r.iri::».;u  .ear  -s  i-d  ta 

<»j2<e.  Jt3ii  :ea*  ■*7*i:::i!r  ~2*i  bkri  :u^v  :u  ♦•jAi  :nis  zr^riisirrf  jr  i^i^^p. 
<iiir?   :es  ::o:fa.  :rair^  ."  .wrj..  i;i/  ;y  ia;-'   :u  iJt!-"aa«  iur  ii$, 

JEscuia*.'i  IS  r;se  :^*  ae  iiicoifir  JC  a  *«L  w *«  lijfcVM  jni  °^'^\^^^^ 
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gods,  we  find  the  Genius  of  MediciDe  in  the  middle  ages  bound  aD4 
fettered,  and  under  the  care  of  two  jailors,  Alchemy  and  Moukism;  in 
the  one  case,  men  shutting  their  eyes  to  the  great  sun  of  science,  went 
hunting  for  diamonds  with  the  rushlight  of  superstition,  and  regarding 
health  and  wealth  as  the.  two  great  desiderata  of  life,  strove  to  dis- 
cover the  secrets  of  the  elixir  vitse  and  of  the  philosopher's  stone;  in 
the  pursuit  of  these,  and  in  the  progress  of  the  many  experiments 
made  blindly  by  these  enthusiasts,  numerous  secrets  important  to  sci- 
ence came  to  light — secrets  which  inspired  the  uninitiated  with  vast 
wonder  and  awe,  and  which  invested  the  experimenter  with  tiie  magic 
robe  of  necromancer,  as  well  as  of  physician ;  and  thus  faith  and  cre- 
dulity enabled  the  magician  to  make  many  cures  that  the  simple  phy- 
sician could  not.  The  monk,  too,  in  the  silence  of  his  cell,  studied  the 
healing  qualities  of  herbs  and  simples,  and  trusting  implicitly  to  the 
dicta  of  tradition  and  experience,  (and  no  less  trusting  than  trusted  in 
by  all  classes,)  set  up  as  a  doctor  on  his  own  account,  and  was  im- 
mediately in  possession  of  a  large  charity  practice,  acting  the  double 
part  of  physician  and  apothecary. 

Such  was  Medicine  in  the  middle  ages;  if  my  Lord  of  Northumber- 
land made  a  foray  into  Scotland  and  caught  an  ugly  gash  from  the 
broad  s[)ear  of  a  moss  trooper,  he  was  content  to  trust  his  wound  to 
the  care  of  his  faithful  squire;  or  if  his  Grace  of  Sussex  lay  sick  nigh 
unto  death  with  a  tertian  ague,  Madame  the  Duchess  would  call  in 
Father  Ambrose,  from  the  neighboring  monastery,  who  would  come 
with  his  herbal,  and  subject  the  shaking  duke  to  the  same  practice  as 
is  so  nmch  in  vogue  among  the  old  country  women  of  Georgia  at  this 
very  day;  or  perhaps  she  would  call  in  the  chirurgeon  and  let  him 
blood  until  disease  would  fairly  yield  to  very  weakness.  This  you  will 
say  was  rough  as  well  as  simple  i)ractice.  Still  it  was  the  corner 
stone  on  which  now  rests  the  splendid  fabric  of  surgery  and  medicine. 

Still  we  nmst  not  suppose  that  the  healing  art  was  entirely  so  rude; 
in  Southern  Europe  and  in  the  East  great  attention  was  being  paid  to 
it  and  to  Chemistry;  unfortunately,  however,  the  latter  science,  far 
from  being  studied  with  a  view  of  prolonging  life,  was  cultivated  from 
a  desire  of  destroying  it,  and  a  pair  of  gloves  or  a  fragrant  flower, 
sent  to  adorn  the  delicate  hands,  or  to  blush  on  the  fair  bosom  of 
beauty  by  a  jealous  rival,  too  often  became  the  agents  of  destruction. 
It  was  the  age  of  poisoning,  and  to  subserve  the  purposes  of  intrigue, 
Chemistry  became  the  slave  of  evil;  but,  while  it  was  the  age  of  pois- 
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Oiling,  it  was  also  the  era  of  experiment,  and  on  experience  and  experi- 
ment rest  the  props  of  Medical  science. 

At  last  the  Genius  of  Medicine,  bursting  her  fetters  and  issuing 
forth  for  the  benefit  of  man,  commenced  to  enlist  the  great  and  the 
good  in  her  service.  Devotees  flocked  to  her  aid,  prepared  to  hazard 
all  in  her  behalf;  but  what  an  ordeal  had  they  to  pass  through!  The 
charnel  house  was  to  be  sought,  and  they  themselves,  hanging  over 
the  loathsome  relics  of  mortality,  were  to  drag  forth  the  arcana  of  na- 
ture, hidden  and  guarded  as  these  secrets  were  in  the  receptacle  of  death, 
at  the  hazard  of  their  own  lives.  Every  nerve,  every  artery,  every 
vein  which  is  involved  in  the  machinery  of  man,  was  to  be  examined; 
Nature  was  to  be  probed  to  her  very  heart;  disease,  in  its  most  ghast- 
ly forms,  was  to  be  confronted  face  to  face;  and  the  pestilence,  far 
from  being  avoided,  was  to  be  sought,  to  be  grappled  with,  to  destroy 
or  be  destroyed.  And  well  did  they,  and  still  do  they  fight  this 
good  fight;  the  conqueror  storming  through  blood-stained  fields,  and 
excited  to  daring  by  the  madness  of  the  moment,  may  be  a  hero,  bat 
he  is  no  greater  hero  than  he  who,  by  the  couch  of  the  suffering  and 
dying,  looks  death,  even  when  arrayed  in  his  most  hideous  forms,  calm- 
ly and  coolly  in  the  face,  and  defies  him  to  the  worst.  Take  for  ex- 
ample that  physician  of  Marseilles,  who,  blessed  with  a  lovely  wife  and 
children,  wealthy,  young  and  respected,  had  all  which  could  make  life 
desirable.  The  plague  was  devastating  his  native  city,  and  the  only 
means  of  staying  its  career  was  to  be  found  in  the  dissection  of  one  of 
its  victims;  it  was  a  fearful  resort,  for  certain  death  awaited  the  brave 
heart  who  should  dare  thus  to  attack  the  pestilence.  This  young 
physician  did  not  hesitate  an  instant;  taking  a  farewell  of  his  family, 
as  a  man  going  to  execution,  he  proceeded  to  the  chamber  of  death, 
and  there,  single  and  alone,  he  went  through  the  dreadful  ordeal,  cOolly 
and  quietly  taking  his  notes  as  he  dissected.  His  task  finished,  he 
unlocked  the  door,  where  his  brethren,  with  pale  faces  and  eyes  flash- 
ing with  admiration,  awaited  him,  and  plunged  the  papers  into  a  jar 
of  vinegar  to  divest  them  of  the  contagion.  He  smiled  joyfully  upon 
them,  and  they  knew  that  the  plague  was  ended.  The  career  of  the 
monster  was  stayed ;  but  they  saw,  too,  that  death  was  in  the  face  of 
their  comrade,  and  the  vanquished  pestilence  frowned  defiance  on 
them  from  the  pale  brow  and  fading  eyes  of  the  dying  hero. 

Do  you  deem  this  a  solitary  example  ?  I  tell  you  that  ten  thousand 
gallant  souls  are  ready  to  meet  the  same  fate  in  the  same  cause;  a 
grand  army  marching  in  solid  phalanx  to  meet  in  combat  the  grim 


battiiliona  of  disease  siid  death;  paaBiDg  at  no  obstacle,  cbecked  b7 
no  disaster,  dispirited  by  no  reverse,  they  press  onward  ia  the  noble 
cause  of  their  fellow  meu. 

Another  instance:  A  city*  lay  prostrate  ncder  the  fierce  beamB  of 
an  almost  tropical  sun,  and  day  after  day.  hour  after  hour,  the  pesti- 
lence was  seizing  its  Tictims.  A  deep  despondency,  a  hopeless  panic 
had  taken  possession  of  all:  some  had  fled. 


i 
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To  walk  under  the  light  of  the  moon,  which  shone  so  fairly,  was  death, 
for  the  plogne  Inrked  in  the  night  air.  Day  after  day  they  died,  and 
Still  the  mortality  increased,  until  even  cofBris  were  wanting  to  bury 
the  dead,  and  they  went  naked  and  unhoused  to  their  last  resting 
place.  And  still  the  votaries  of  medicine  toiled  on,  hoped  on;  etill 
battling  against  the  enemy.  At  last  they  couqnered,  but  only  after 
their  own  ranks  had  been  thinned  by  death  The  canse  sanctified  the 
sacrifice,  and  the  names  of  Harris,  Wildmau,  Braiitley,  Hartridge, 
£llis,  and  others,  will  go  down  to  posterity  in  a  flood  of  light. 

But  while  we  tliua  give  a  due  degree  of  praise  and  admiration  to 
the  profession,  let  us  not  forget  the  physician's  greatest  aid  and  sup- 
port in  the  oEBces  of  the  sick  chamber.  Who  is  there  that  has  not, 
when  his  brow  quivered  with  pain  and  the  nnwelcome  groan  would 
issue  from  his  nnwilling  iips — who  is  there  that  has  not  felt  the  pain 
grow  lighter,  and  the  horning  fever  stay  its  mad  career,  under  the 
cool,  soft  touch  of  dear  woman's  hand  ?  Wiio  is  there  that  has  not, 
seen  encouragement  beam  from  the  smiling  and  sympathizing  eyes  of 
the  loved  form  which  flits  so  mysteriously  and  quietly  around  his 
couch;  the  loved  being  who  rises  but  to  attend  to  the  duties  prescrib- 
ed her,  and  then  patient,  watchful  and  attentive,  once  more  relurna  to 
her  post,  which  affection  robs  of  half  its  weariness.  Sympathy  and 
pity  in  her  eye,  patience  aud  gentleness  in  her  voice,  there  is  a  divine 
beauty  hovering  around  her,  bringing  hope,  comfort  and  cheerfulneas 
with  her  presence.  Snch  a  one,  I  think,  must  be  she,  the  E'air-haired, 
meek-eyed  English  girl,  who  afar  off  there  at  Scutari  mingled  with 
the  bustle  of  the  camp,  and  left  home,  and  friends,  and  comfort,  to 
carry  aid  to  the  wounded  soldier.  We  can  imagine  her,  as  she  glides 
down  the  long  rows,  where  lie  the  mutilated  victims  of  war,  ho  full  of 
pity,  so  weak  and  fragile  in  womanly  delicacy,  yet  so  strong  in  energy 
•Siivaao»b,  185* — FiccLrr. 
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and  charitjr !  Wc  c&q  imagine  ejrcs,  drowsy  witb  agony,  opening  to 
catch  a  glimpse  of  her  loved  figure,  the  fierce  expression  and  contract- 
ed brow  of  the  wounded  veteran,  softening  inlo  love  and  admiration; 
ami  the  hum  of  many  weak  Toices  marnmring  ont.in  heartfelt  sinceri- 
ty, "Goil  Ideas  her,  God  bless  her  1 1"  Sorely  never  from  spired  chnrch 
nor  marble  cathedral,  never  from  the  conrtiers  of  conqueror  or  despot, 
rose  Gucb  a  chorus  of  praise  and  thanks  to  tbe  blue  dome  of  Uearen 
as  rose  from  that  hospital  at  Scutari,  as  stil!  rises  from  the  grateful 
heart  of  many  a  war-worn  English  soldier. 

As  the  profession  of  medicine  rose  and  the  physician  took  his  place 
high  in  the  social  scale,  there  were  not  wanting  qnacks  and  impostoiB 
who  endeavored  to  reap  the  honor  ant!  benefit  without  the  toil  and 
danger.  Hnmnn  nature  is  crednlous,  and  it  was  so  eoey  to  start  a 
new  theory,  and  so  enticing  to  the  people  to  embrace  it.  If  the  pa- 
tient recovers,  it  is  lo  be  regarded  as  an  indubitable  evidence  of  the 
troth  of  the  theory;  but  if  he  dies,  it  was  the  will  of  God,  the  inten- 
tion of  Providence;  the  poor  fellow's  time  had  cotoe,  and  no  system 
could  have  eaved  him.  Thus  we  see  that  an  impo^liou,  conceived  and 
carried  out  by  a  German  m  Paris,  ( who  in  fact  laughed  in  private  07« 
hi^  own  doctrine,  and  the  credulity  of  his  disciples,]  has  existed  now 
for  upwards  of  seventy  years,  ajid  the  followers  of  Mesmcr  are  as  nu- 
merous at  this  day  as  they  ever  were.  Preisnitz  still  has  his  admirers, 
who  will  cnre  yon  [or  kill  you)  with  cold  water;  another  drives  ont 
disease  with  steam;  while  another  will  declare  that  sickness  yields  to 
vapors  inhaled  into  the  lungs;  some  other  philosojiher  and  savant  sets 
to  work  and  floods  every  paper  in  the  country  with  the  blessed  aa- 
nonncenicnt  that  he  has  invented  a  wonderful  specific  with  a  long 
Greek  name,  which  will  cure  every  known  disease  that  ever  flow  fi'om 
Pandora's  box  to  torment  humanity. 

It  is  to  guard  against  these  that  you  have  your  colleges  and  diplo- 
mas, as  well  to  give  an  evidence  of  medical  merit  as  to  instruct.  Bnt 
while  we  wage  wur  on  these  professional  pirates,  let  us  not  in  our  ar- 
rogance and  presumption  brand,  nuheard  and  unexamined,  everything 
Dew  advanced,  merely  because  we  do  not  understand  it,  or  because  we 
do  not  find  it  mentioned  in  the  "  Materia,  Medica."  I  confess  it  is 
hard  to  discriminate  between  the  genuine  discoverer  and  the  empyric; 
but  still  there  is  not  the  leas  necessity  for  it.  It  has  been  said  that 
the  great  discovei'ies  and  improvements  in  medical  science  have  never 
met  with  greater  difficulty  and  o]iposition  from  any  class  than  from 
the  profession  iiself;  and  when  we  remember  the  opposition  to  Jenner 
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and  Harvey,  almost  amounting  to  persecution,  we  cannot  deny  that 
there  is  some  foundation  to  the  charge. 

At  the  present  day  the  science  of  medicine  has  made  and  is  making 
vast  strides.  There  is  hardly  a  civilized  land  that  has  not  its  Medical 
Colle«?es;  Chemistry  is  rushing  onward  in  its  marvellous  career  to  aid 
the  good  cause;  and  Medical  Journals  spread  over  the  world  the  daily 
discoveries  that  aro  made,  and  induce  a  free  interchange  of  opinion. 
Many  great  facts  are  doubtless  yet  to  be  found  out,  for  the  intricacies 
dwelling  in  the  nervous  organization  of  man  are  as  subtle  as  they  are 
endless.  But  the  age  of  senseless  credulity  and  superstition  has  passed 
by,  and  acute  and  earnest  spirits  are  eagerly  at  work,  to  add  a  few 
more  ears  to  the  granary  of  scientific  knowledge.  Let  us  hope  that 
their  endeavors  may  reach  a  speedy  success,  for  they  are  directed  to 
the  highest  aiid  noblest  end  to  which  the  exertions  of  man  can  be  di- 
rected— the  alleviation  of  the  sorrows  and  ills  of  his  fellow  man;  and 
let  us,  if  we  cannot  add  anything  to  their  caqse  by  our  own  exertions, 
at  least  bestow  our  encouragement  on  those  who  so  well  deserve  it,  re- 
membering that  though  we  cannot  banish  deatli  from  the  earth,  still 
we  may  succeed  in  rooting  out  a  few  of  the  thorns  that  strew  the  nar- 
row pathway  going  down  to  that  dark  and  gloomy  valley,  where  we 
shall  all  be  surely  gather  together. 

Gentletmn  of  the  Graduating  Class: 

It  may  be  well  for  me  before  I  close  to  address  a  few  remarks  to 
you,  touching  the  duties  and  responsibilities  you  assume  in  entering 
upon  the  practice  of  your  profession.  It  is  related  that  the  monks  of 
La  Trappe,  on  taking  tlie  vows  of  their  order,  provided  themselves 
with  their  cofiBns  and  shrouds,  that  they  might  keep  daily  in  view  the 
solemn  lesson  of  the  grave.  And  surely  your  future  lives  may  be  lik- 
ened unto  theirs.  The  lawyer,  starting  in  life,  looks  forward  to  the 
excitement  and  eclat  of  forensic  strife;  the  merchant,  although  he 
may  anticii>ate  reverses  and  troubles,  still  expects  to  pass  a  life  of 
comparative  ease;  the  mechanic,  earning  his  bread  by  his  daily  toil, 
girds  up  his  loins,  and  his  daily  labor  o'er,  sits  quiet  amid  a  happy 
family.  Your  pathway  takes  you  hourly  amid  scenes  of  sorrow,  deso- 
lation and  death;  and  the  first  injuiiction  I  would  impress  upon  you 
is  not  to  allow  the  frequent  recurrence  of  those  scenes  to  blunt  your 
sensibilities  or  dry  uj)  the  fountains  of  sympathy  which  spring  up  fresh 
from  the  heart.  It  will  be  your  fate  to  see  many,  many  scenes  of 
bereavement  and  anguish.     The  wife  gazing  tearless  on  the  motion- 


less  form  of  him  ehe  loved  eo  well ;  the  eiat«r  end  the  brother  banking 
weeping  o'er  the  form  that  maaj  years  of  association  and  lore  liave  so 
endeared;  the  low,  gorrow-etricken  wail  of  the  mother  over  her  first 
bora;  "  the  cry  of  Ruche]  weeping  for  her  children,  that  they  are  not." 
In  sui^h  moments  as  these  a  irord  of  sj'mpatiiy,  a  single  t^'ar,  may  be  a 
Bom^e  ol'  consolation  beyond  all  expression;  do  jou  be  the  good  Sa- 
maritnn  to  pour  a  few  drops  of  balm  into  the  wonnda  of  these  bereaved 
hearts.  Do  not  conceiTs  it  beneath  your  dignity  or  manhness,  how- 
ever poor  or  abject  the  object  of  yonr  sympathy  maybe;  for  remember 
that  he  whom  many  of  os  regard  as  a  Divinity,  liefore  whom  all  of  ua 
bow  with  the  most  profound  respect,  remember  that  he  icepl  for  liuiuaa 
Buffering  when  other  eyes  were  dry. 

Do  not,  whatever  may  be  your  religions  opinions,  jeer  at  the  pre- 
cepts of  piety  and  religion;  for  take  ray  word  for  it,  whatever  may  be 
our  intellect  or  reason,  our  strength  of  mind  or  fortitude,  in  times  of 
grief  and  affliction  there  is  no  panacea  equal  to  that  sira|iie  and  nnaf- 
fected  faith  which  bows  its  head  to  the  storm,  and,  looking  up  to  a 
higher  intelligence,  says,  with  enduriug  resignation,  "  Father,  not  my 
will,  but  Mne  be  done." 

In  your  attention  upon  your  patients  be  attentive,  kind  and  endnr- 
ing;  recollect  that  pain  and  feebleness  will  succeed  in  making  the  best 
of  us  qoernlons  and  peevish;  bear  this  with  pnticnr-e  and  gomi  temper, 
and  thereby  gain  thu  couGdence  and  affeution  of  those  who  employ 
yon.  Yon  will  have  much  charity  practice  to  attend  to;  perhaps  will 
be  called  out  at  unseasonable  hours,  with  no  hope  of  reward;  remem- 
ber at  that  moment  of  petaleuce  the  trials,  the  sorrows,  the  sufferings 
of  those  in  this  situation,  and  do  not  by  a  rough  or  ill-judged  exprea- 
sion  add  mortification  to  their  other  woes;  be,  oo  the  other  band,  more 
delicate  and  guarded  than  you  would  be  with  others,  for  the  sensitive 
poor  are  more  sensitive  than  the  sensitive  rich;  be  all  kindness — Qod 
knows  how  much  they  need  it;  and  earn  a  high  position  in 

"  The  sbort  and  Bimplc  aonnla  of  tbe  poor.*' 
In  your  conduct  and  bearing  towards  your  fellow  practitioners  be 
kind,  courteous  and  obliging;  be  particular  never  to  decry  the  merit 
of  a  brother  physician,  for  slander  and  jealousy  always  recoil  on  the 
bend  of  him  who  utters  the  one  and  feels  the  other;  on  the  contrary, 
be  particular  always  to  extend  the  full  mead  of  praise  to  those  who 
deserve  it,  and  as  to  those  who  do  not,  let  charity  cover  faults  with 
the  veil  of  silence. 
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At  this  moment,  when  jou  etaud  on  the  throsliold  of  the  world, 
[  about  to  fight  the  battle  of  life,  euter  the  firm  vow  that  now  and  hence- 
I  forth  yoa  discard  all  youthful  follies,  all  boyish  weaknesses,  nnwoi'thy 
the  great  profession  you  have  adopted.  Recollect  the  grand  object  of 
r  mission,  the  awful  responsibility  of  your  duties,  and  determine 
that  no  consideration  shall  cause  you  to  swerve  from  the  beaten  path 
of  rectitude.  Remeraber  aboce  all  things,  tliivt  nothing  is  to  be  done, 
no  position  in  life,  whatever  inny  be  your  intellKCt,  is  to  be  attained 
witliout  labor;  that  without  it  man  loses  half  his  dignity,  all  of  his  in- 
dependence; and  that  the  Sat  of  Heaven,  "  thou  shalt  eurn  thy  bread 
by  the  sweat  of  thy  brow,"  t-arries  to  the  votaries  of  exertion  the  as- 
Burance  of  success.  Let  your  life,  then,  be  one  of  study,  keeping  io 
view  that  the  discoveries  that  study  may  lead  to  shall  not  only  be  the 
source  of  honor  to  ourselves,  but  the  means  of  health  and  comfort  to 
nillions  yet  unbnrn. 

And  so,  gentleujen,  after  this  long  chapter  of  advice,  which  I  hard- 
ly know  that  I  am  authorized  to  give  you,  l<it  me  close  these  remarks 
with  the  sincere  hope,  in  which  I  am  sure  all  of  us  present  will  join, 
that  you  may  be  successful  and  prosperous  in  the  career  you  have 
chosen. 


TAPPma  IN  OVAHIAN  DROPST. 

Bj  R.  McDiNJEL,  M.D.,  of  Laurens  Dislnct,  S,  C. 

.  Mrs.  B,,  34  years  of  age — -of  strong  constitution — the  mother  of 
seven  children — was  attacked  with  ovarian  dropsy  in  1841;  died  the 
4th  of  January,  1858,  making  sixteen  years  from  the  cooiuiencement 
of  her  disease  to  the  termination. 

Mrs.  B.  was  treated  by  several  experienced  physicians,  for  upwards 
of  two  years.  The  accumulation  still  increasing,  and  the  disease  be- 
coming more  alarming,  a.  consultation  was  called  November  lUth,  1843; 
and  the  operation  of  tapping  was  performed,  for  the  first  time,  by  Dr. 
B,  0.,  with  the  evacuation  of  thirteen  quarts  of  water.  From  that 
time  to  the  termination  of  the  case  she  was  tapped  two  hundred  and 
nineteen  times,  with  the  evacuation  of  four  hundred  and  ninety-five 
gallons  of  water, 

Dr,  R.  C.  continued  to  perform  the  operation  of  tapping  for  a  num- 
ber of  times,  when  the  instrument  was  given  up  to  the  Rev,  Mr.  B., 
her  husband,  a  very  intelligent  man.  who  jwrformed  the  operations  up 
to  the  time  of  her  death,  and  who  kept  a  correct  statement  of  the 
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nnmber  of  times  that  she  was  tapped,  and  the  amonnt  of  flaid  evacua- 
ted at  each  (Operation. 

Mrs  B.  gave  birth  to  two  daujrhters  during  her  illness — the  first 
one,  March  22ud,  1843.  which  lived  and  did  well;  the  second  waff 
born  June  19th,  1845,  which  lived  a  few  hours,  and  expired;  the  op- 
eration being  performed  twelve  times  up  to  this  date. 

Four  years  previous  to  her  death  a  tumor  made  its  descent  into  the 
vagina,  filling  the  whole  vagina,  whi<*h  iiiterfen»d  very  much  with  the 
convenience  of  the  patient  in  a  sitting  position.  A  physician  was 
called  in — the  tumor,  or  sack,  was  pierced,  with  the  evacuation  of  eight 
quarts  of  water,  to  the  great  alleviation  of  th^  patient.  During  her 
illness  she  was  tapped  twenty-nine  times  per  vaginum,  yielding  from 
five  to  twelve  quarts  of  water  at  an  ojRTation. 

For  the  last  few  years,  being  the  family  physician,  and  being  called 
to  see  Mrs.  B.,  who  suffered  much  in  the  latter  j^-riod  of  her  di-ease,  I 
found  that,  after  the  operation  of  tapping,  infiaiumation  of  the  sack 
had  ensued  several  time?:  but  was  combated,  successfullv  bv  a  strict 
antiphologistic  treatment:  inflammation  ensnin;:  again  after  the  two 
hundred  and  eisrhteenth  operation,  prove«l  rapidly  fatal. 

At  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  patient,  she  was  tapped  a  few 
hours  before  she  expircii. 

I  report  this  case  to  the  profession,  on  account  of  the  fre<iuent  duiu- 
ber  of  tappings  and  the  aggregate  amount  of  water  that  was  evacua- 
ted.    As  far  as  mv  knowledire  extends,  such  a  case  is  rare,  if  i:  di^es 

m 

not  exceed  anv  on  record. —  Si  at  hern  ^I'fdLal  'jn/i  Sw^cal  Johnhil. 


Report  of  a  Committee  of  the  BnfEalo  Medical  Association 
on  the  Presentation  of  Medical  Accoaqits. 

It  has  been,  and  still  is,  the  general  but  not  tlie  iuvariabW  usage  of 
the  profession  in  this  country,  to  render  their  a«.vounts  annually  or 
semi-anuuallv  onlv.  This  or: -torn  oric'.anttd  maiulv  rr-;.?!!  rwo  causes: 
First.  :he  sparsely  inliai.ited  coniitiou  of  the  new  settleme.rs  and  the 
inabilitv  of  the  residents  to  iiie^r  their  «>bIiiraiions.  exceut  at  oertaiu 
scas<)us  •.  f  the  vear:  and  S'-vou-ilv.  ilie  proinptuess  and  ••■lecrfuluess 
with  wi.ich  the  pecuniary  relat-'ous  of  physician  and  i'a::e::t  were 
recogiiized  and  dis*.'hargeil.  Tiese  causes,  happily  is  :he  lirit.  and 
onhappily  in  the  s*:«:i.-nd  place,  no  longer  exists  and  there  i.-oniequentlT 
appears  to  be  no  other  reason  for  ihe  couthimiuoe  of  the  cu]>com  than 
that  of  precedent — a  precedent  th»t  is  ia  Kftfitj  rather  burdensi^nie 
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than  advantageous  to  the  debtor,  while  to  the  creditor  it  is  always  an 
inconvenience,  and  not  infrequently  involves  the  loss  of  an  entire  debt. 
It  is  no  idle  vaunt,  that  legitimate  medicine  is  not  practiced  for  money; 
fortunately,  the  physician  has  other  motives  and  other  rewards;  but 
still  it  must  not  be  forgotten,  that  he  and  those  dependent  upon  him 
look  to  his  profession  as  their  livelihood,  and  his  receipts 'should  not  be 
more  distant  or  precarious  than  those  of  other  persons,  particularly  as 
he  is  expected  to  pay  his  own  debts  as  promptly  as  others,  and  has  no 
exemption,  above  his  fellows,  from  pecuniary  obligations  of  every  de- 
scription. It  is  often  stated  by  those  engaged  in  commercial  pursuits, 
that  professional  men  should  not  require  quick  returns  for  their  services, 
as  they  have  no  cash  capital  at  stake.  This  is  an  error.  Many  years 
usually  elapse  before  the  outlay  required  by  three  years  of 
pupilage,  and  the  possession  of  the  necessary  books  and  instruments, 
is  once  turned.  But  the  absolute  amount  invested,  although  neces- 
sarily considerable,  should  weigh  little  in  comparison  with  the  mental 
anxiety  and  responsibility  that  must  ever  attend  the  physician;  nor 
does  it  bear  any  proportion  to  the  physical  hazard  involved  in  expos- 
ure to  disease  and  to  the  elements  at  any  and  all  hours. 

The  public  are  concerned  more  nearly  than  they  perhaps  suppose  in 
the  prompt  and  full  compensation  of  medical  men.  As  has  been  be- 
fore stated,  legitimate  medicine  is  not  practiced  for  money  alone,  but 
the   physician  who  is  harassed  and  annoyed   by  deljts  he  has  been 

Miged  to  contract,  although  he  may  have,  upon  his  books,  a  large 
surplus  in  his  favor,  is  in  no  frame  of  mind  to  give  that  entire  and  un- 
divided attention  to  his  patients  which  their  condition  may  require, 
and  which  he  would  wisli  to  bestow.  Another  reason  for  ready  pay- 
ment of  the  physician  exists  in  the  fact,  that  he  renders  his  services 
where  they  are  required,  not  when  it  will  be  convenient  to  him;  be- 
sides, he  gives  largely,  not  only  of  his  time  and  skill,  but  also  of  his 
means;  for  the  pain  and  ne(;d  that  meet  his  eye  often  make  an  ap- 
peal to  the  heart  that  suffers  no  delay.  He  gives,  moreover,  to  every 
public  charity.  There  is  not  a  hospital  or  an  orphan  asylum,  or  any 
kindred  institution,  to  which  his  services  are  not  rendered  gratuitously 
and  cheerfully.  To  every  appeal  for  private  or  public  benefit  he  is 
expected  to  respond,  and  he  does  so  largely  and  liberally  in  proportion 
to  his  means.  • 

Such  being  the  position  and  such  the  claims  of  the  medical  man, 
should  he  not  receive  a  fair  proportion  of  an  income,  that  from  the 
nature  of  its  source  is  of  necessity  variable  and  precarious?    This  he 
39 
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does  not  do  under  the  present  system  of  collecting.  What  is  adris- 
able  ?  Shall  he  claim  his  fee  when  he  makes  his  visit,  as  is  done  in 
Great  Britain,  and  in  the  larger  towns  on  the  Contiuent?  To  this 
there  could  be  no  objection,  and  with  certain  exceptions  it  would  be 
best  for  all  parties;  but  so  radical  a  change  your  committee  do  not 
wish  to  urge,  save  in  case  of  stra niters  and  non-residents.  They  offer, 
however,  for  your  serious  consideration,  the  following  proposition,  viz: 

Resolved,  l^hat  it  is  deemed  just  and  cjcpedient  that  all  accounts  for 
medical  services  be  presented  at  leist  as  often  as  every  three  months. 

The  financial  revulsion  of  the  past  year  points  strongly  to  the  wis- 
dom of  such  a  course.  Had  this  been  the  usage,  many  accounts  now 
probably  entirely  lost  would  have  Ixien  cheerfully  and  easily  settled. 
A  medical  bill  is  always  paid  more  readily,  when  the  remembrance  of 
professional  service  is  fresh  in  the  memory  of  the  recipient.  "  That 
short  accounts  make  long  friends^  is  an  axiom  not  less  true  in  medical 
than  in  other  matters;  a  bill  cheerfully  paid  is  twice  paid,  while  one 
grudgingly  settled,  or  extracted  by  force  of  law,  is  never  discharged 
satisfactorily  to  either  party.  Your  committee  are  fully  aware  that 
the  resolution  they  have  presented  cannot  be  made  binding,  nor 
would  they  have  it  so.  They  would  wish  a  just  discretion  to  be  exer- 
cised, but  it  appears  in  their  judgment  highly  desirable  that  the 
general  usage  should  be  such  as  advised,  and  their  proposition  is  there- 
fore respectfully  committed  to  the  attention  of  their  professional 
brethren,  and  to  those  who  are  equally  interested,  the  public. 

Thos.  F.  Rochester, 
Austin  Flint, 

SaNDFORD  EASTiLlN. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  accepted  and  the  committee  discharged. 

Prof.  Hamilton  moved  that  the  sentiments  of  the  report  be  approved 
by  the  meeting,  and  that  the  resolution  contained  therein  be  adopted. 
Which  being  done,  the  publication  of  the  documents  in  the  daily 
papers  was  ordered. — Buffalo  Med.  Journal. 


*  [From  the  New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Jooroal.] 

AN  EPISTLE*  UPON  YEU.OT77  FEVER. 

Ratmond,  Miss.,  Jiuguat  ll,  1858. 
Dr.  Bennet  Dowler,  New  Orleans,  La.:   Dear  Sbr — I  hope  you 
will  excuse  me  for  taking  the  liberty  of  asking  you  a  few  questions 
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upon  the  subject  of  the  treatment  of  yellow  fever.  I  know  that  your 
time  is  very  much  occupied  with  your  various  duties,  and,  consequently, 
I  feel  afraid  that  I  am  drawing  too  heavily  upon  your  kindness  in  re- 
questing you  to  give  me  the  desired  information.  If  you  can  do  so 
with  convenience,  you  would  oblige  me  by  giving  me  the  general  course 
of  treatment  pursued  by  those  most  successful  in  the  treatment  of  the 
disease  in  question. 

Are  the  patients  confined  under  blankets,  to  induce  and  keep  up  a 
perspirable  state  of  the  skin?  or  are  they  allowed  simply  covering 
enough  to  make  them  comfortable,  as  in  the  treatment  of  other  dis- 
eases, etc.,  etc.? 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obed^t  serv't, 

Geo.  Latimer,  M.D, 


Everywhere  in  the  medical  world,  and  by  everybody  in  it,  is  felt 
one  prevailing  hope,  one  great  desiderated  finality,  namely,  a  clear, 
precise,  and  certain  knowledge  of  the  method  by  which  diseases, 
whether  isolated,  endemic  or  epidemic,  may  be  cured.  In  all  ages  since 
the  eating  of 

•'The  fruit 
Of  that  forbidden  tree,  whose  mortal  taste 
Brought  death  into  our  world  and  all  our  woe," 

sages  and  charlatans,  the  wise  and  the  unwise,  have  clearly  seen  that 
this  is  the  first,  last,  only  aim  of  the  healing  art,  which  Hippocrates 
and  his  successors  for  more  than  two  thousand  years  have  labored  to 
achieve ; 

■'  Which  kingfl  and  prophets  waited  for 
And  sought,  but  never  found." 

Yet  the  experience  of  the  ancients  for  more  than  two  thousand  years 
has  been  virtually,  almost  entirely  lost,  because  they  have  not  trans- 
mitted to  their  successors  the  precise  diagnostics  and  natural  classifi- 
cation of  diseases,  together  with  their  pathology  and  therapeutics. 
What  satisfactory  information  is  derivable  from  Hippocrates'  account 
of  his  visit  to  the  son  of  Parion,  a  fever  patient,  who  died  on  the 
120th  day,  near  the  temple  of  Diana?  or  what  can  be  learned  in  the 
case  of  Pythion,  who  lived  above  the  Temple  of  Hercules,  and  whose 
fever  did  not  reach  a  crisis  until  the  1 00th  day?  or  from  the  case  of 
Heropythus,  whose  fever  proved  fatal  on  the  10  th  day?  Perhaps 
the  first  two  cases  were  typhoid,  such  as  Louis  and  Chomel  have 
described,  and  such  as  I  have  seen  and  treated  in  Yirginia;  cases 
which  have  run  on  to  the  100th  day.  Who  can  tell?  Had  Hippocrates 
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gyren  the  diagDOsis,  pathology  and  treatment  of  these  and  many  other 
cases  of  fever  to  which  he  allades,  the  study  of  these,  and  their  com- 
parison with  febrile  maladies  in  every  sera,  and  in  every  place,  would, 
like  a  gushing  mountain  spring,  have  flowed  in  a  continuous  and  ia- 
creasing  stream  down  the  declivities  of  time,  irrigating  the  fields  of 
science. 

In  reality,  medical,  not  less  than  cosmical  phenomena,  may  be  uni- 
form, fixed  and  certain ;  yet,  owing  to  our  imperfect  knowledge  of  the 
complete  histor}*  of  the  former,  they  appear  unstable,  changeful,  irregu- 
lar, and  sometimes  altogether  uncertain.  For  the  individual  student, 
medicine  must  be  perpetually  re-investigated,  nay,  re-created  out  of 
the  past  and  the  present.  The  labors  and  the  thoughts  of  others  will, 
for  him,  supersede  neither  the  necessity  for  experimental  labor  nor  the 
necessity  for  laborious  thinking. 

Would  not  the  same  medicine,  it  may  be  asked,  which  cured  a  Qreek 
or  Roman,  cure  a  Louisianian  or  a  Mississippian?  Undoubtedly; 
provided  the  cases  be  precisely  alike,  parallel  in  every  condition  and 
direction.  But  how  is  this  identity  to  be  determined  and  made  mani- 
fest beyond  mistake?  Perhaps  no  written  description  can  be  given  of 
the  normal,  not  to  mention  the  pathological  appearance  and  physiog- 
nomy of  any  person  in  New  Orleans  so  as  to  be  recognizable  by  a 
person  in  Raymond,  Miss.  It  is  still  more  difficult  to  portray  in  a 
recognizable  form  the  diflTerential  diagnoses  of  diseases  and  their  vary- 
ing stages  and  rapid  metamorphoses  occurring  in  the  same  epidemic, 
for  which  new  combinations  of  remedial  measures  may  be  required, 
and  in  which  judgment  and  personal  observation  are  involved.  For 
example,  there  is  in  a  comparatively  limited  numWr  of  yellow  fever 
cases  at  the  very  onset  acute  pains  throughout  the  whole  body,  as  if 
the  pains  of  dengue,  rheumatism,  and  choloraic  spasms  were  concen- 
trated in  one  individual.  A  stout  man,  otherwise  courageous,  rolls 
and  screams,  and  annoys  bis  neighbors.  A  solution  of  the  sulphate 
of  morphia,  if  not  contra-indicated  by  some  condition  of  the  brain, 
which,  however,  is  not  likely  to  happen,  will,  in  such  a  case,  afford 
surprising,  almost  immediate  relief,  without  interfering  with  ulterior 
curative  measures.  The  beneficial  effects  of  opiates  are  not,  however, 
restricted  to  such  cases  alone. 

The  removal  of  pain  is  a  gain  by  no  means  to  be  despised.  Pain  is 
an  element  of  disease  of  great  significance,  whether  it  originate  in  the 
dynamics  or  in  structural  changes  of  the  economy.     Its  elimination 
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augurs  favorably  for  the  ulterior  treatment  by  either  the  doctor  or ' 
the  doctress,  Vis  Medkatrix  Natura. 

But  neither  my  time  nor  the  remaining  space  of  the  Journal  will 
admit  of  going  into  the  remedial  plans  and  measures  which  I  prefer 
in  the  treatment  of  yellow  fever. 

But  it  may  be  said,  "  we  asked  for  bread,  and  lol  we  have  re- 
ceived a  stone."  Not  exactly  so;  for  if  the  gentleman  who  does  me 
the  honor  to  ask  "  whether  the  patients  are  to  be  confined  under 
blankets,"  etc.,  etc.,  etc.,  will  look  into  this  Journal,  vols.  xii.  and 
xiii.,  particularly  the  latter,  he  will  find  my  views  expressed  in  length 
upon  this  part  of  his  inquiry,  not  only  physically  and  physiologically, 
but  pathologically  and  therapeutically ;  and,  without  going  back  be- 
yond the  times  of  the  Caesars  for  authorities,  lo!  is  it  not  written  in 
Celsus,(D6  Medidna^  1.  iii.  c.  vii.,)  that  at  the  onset  of  an  ardent  fever, 
even  in  advance  of  all  internal  medication,  the  patient  must  be  refrig- 
erated with  oil  and  water,  and  be  put  in  a  well-ventilated  chamber, 
where  he  may  have  abundance  of  pure  air;  he  is  to  be  covered  lightly, 
not  suffocated,  literally  strangled,  by  bed-clothes,  nor  a  fortiori  by 
blankets  and  feather  beds:  "  Si  vero  ardens  febris  extorret,  ntdla  medir 
camenti  danda  portio  est;  sed  in  ipsis  accessionibus  oho  (the  oil  may  safely 
be  omitted)  et  eqtia  refrigerandus  est,  que  miscenda  manu  s^mty  donee 
alhescant;  eo  condavi  tcnendus,  quo  multum  et  purum  aerem  traherb 
possrr;  xeque  jeultis  yestimentis  straxculandus,  sed  admodum  levi- 
Bus  tantum  velandus  est."  I  venture  to  think  that  aetiology,  physio- 
logical chemistry,  clinical  experience,  common  sense,  and  instinct  are 
on  the  side  of  the  Roman  Hippocrates. 

There  are  several  particulars  in  which  physicians  without  expe- 
rience in  yellow  fever  are  very  liable  to  be  mistaken.  For  example, 
the  diagiiostication  of  this  malady  in  its  inception  is  often  difficult  for 
the  most  experienced,  though  its  advanced  stage  is  easily  recognized 
even  from  written  or  verbal  descriptions.  The  prognosis  is  also  most 
illusory  to  the  uninitiated.  It  is  for  such  scarcely  possible  to  admit, 
that  a  patient  with  little  or  no  pain,  having  a  full,  soft  and  regular 
pulse,  etc.,  will,  nevertheless,  die  the  same  or  the  following  day. 

To  a  well-informe<l  practitioner  who  may  never  have  witnessed 
yellow  fever,  there  is  but  little  mystery  in  it  not  common  to  other  fevers, 
so  far  as  treatment  is  concerned;  for  this,  whether  right  or  wrong,  is 
generally  simple,  being  with  most  practitioners  directed  to  the  re- 
pression or  removal  of  such  prominent  symptoms  as  arise  during 
the  progress  of  the  malady.     Those  who  look  forward  to  eventualities^ 
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or  to  symptoms  which  must  be  anticipated  and  prevented,  and  who 
adopt  as  fundamental  a  systematic  treatment  conformably  to  their 
theory  of  the  pathology  of  the  disease,  without  waiting  for  actaali- 
ties,  will  accomplish  their  purpose  best,  if  at  all,  by  avoiding,  as  they 
now  generally  do,  heroic  measures;  for,  notwithstanding  this  is  for- 
midable fever,  yet  with  rare  exceptions  neither  antiphlogistics  nor 
stimulants  are  now  pushed  to  a  formidable  extent,  upon  the  merely 
physical  principle  or  false  analogy  that  in  therapy  the  greater  force 
will  overcome  the  inferior,  heavy  battalions,  weak  ones.  An  apothe- 
cary showed  me  a  prescription  directing  an  ounce  and  a  quarter  of 
quinine  to  be  administered  by  the  mouth  and  by  enemata  to  a  gentle- 
man, the  day  before  death  from  yellow  fever;  another  assured  me 
that  an  ounce  of  this  drug  in  solution  was  applied  to  a  man's  skin  in 
this  disease,  without  having  produced  any  appreciable  effect  As  to 
myself,  I  have  seen  what  I  have  seen,  that  is,  a  good  deal  of  quinin- 
ism.     5K     *     If 

Now,  if  calomel  be  deemed,  in  the  early  stage  of  this  disease,  a  good 
febrifuge  aperient,  and  an  alterative  promoter  of  the  secretions  and 
excretions — if  quinine,  opium,  and  diffusible  stimulants  be  accepted 
as  alterative,  tonic,  calmative,  nervine,  diaphoretic,  and  febrifuge,  small 
doses  are  preferable.  For  example,  if  quininism  or  saturation  be 
deemed  essential,  two-grain  doses  will  effect  this  end,  causing  the 
characteristic  affection  of  the  organ  of  hearing,  without  the  impend- 
ing dangers  to  vision,  to  the  brain,  etc.,  which  sixty-grain  doses  occa- 
sionally produce.     At  least,  such  is  my  opinion. 

Without  having  used  large  doses  of  opium  in  my  own  practice,  yet 
from  what  I  have  seen  and  learned  of  the  practice  of  others,  it  appears 
that  this  potent  drug  in  large  doses  is  not  only  tolerated,  but  often 
highly  beneficial  as  a  febrifuge,  sedative  and  diaphoretic,  etc.,  in  not 
a  few  cases  of  yellow  fever,  particularly  in  the  extensive  practice  of 
Dr.  M.  Morton  Dewier,  during  the  present  and  several  former  epi- 
demics of  New  Orleans.  Without  his  permission  or  knowledge,  I 
will  here  say,  for  the  information  of  my  Raymond  correspondent,  that 
Dr.  M.  M.  D.  is  now  using  the  drug  aforesaid,  together  with  refrigera- 
tions of  the  surface  in  the  hot  stage,  with  cold  vinegar,  whiskey,  and 
water. 

In  conclusion,  may  I  not  allude  to  a  stumbling-block,  or  rather  a 
truism  now  much  in  vogue  with  some  writers,  namely,  that  yellow 
fever  and  not  a  few  other  fevers  and  maladies  are  self-limited?  True! 
Everything  is  limited  except  eternal  duration  and  infinite  space.     Yel- 
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low  fever  is  neither  infinite  nor  eternal.  It  is  limited,  but  its  limits 
are  very  irregular,  whether  fixed  by  its  self-determination  or  by  the 
determination  of  another.  If  yellow  fever  be  self-lmitedj  and  have  a 
will  of  its  own,  it  is  very  selfish  in  not  making  its  limits  known;  for 
unless  its  phenomenal  manifestations  be  understood  contrarywise  to 
their  actual  appearance,  neither  its  symptoms  nor  duration  are  uni- 
form, but  contingent,  being  not  only  variable  when  left  to  themselves, 
but  more  or  less  controllable  for  good  or  evil  by  medical  treatment. 
Even  small-pox,  measles,  scarlatina,  erysipelas,  and  several  other  dis- 
eases which  are  the  most  uniform  in  character  and  duration,  and  the 
least  amenable  to  medication,  are,  nevertheless,  in  all  probability  often 
cut  shorter  or  modified,  both  as  it  regards  their  tendency  to  be  pro- 
tracted or  to  end  fatally.  Suppose  the  natural  tendency  of  yellow  fe- 
ver is  to  run  its  course,  ending  in  death  or  convalescence  in  a  week, 
but  in  certain  cases  being  attended  with  unusual  symptoms  and  com- 
plications more  or  less  controllable  by  art;  again,  suppose  that  this 
tendency,  these  unfavorable  conditions,  prolonging  the  disease  and 
giving  it  intensity  so  as  to  end  fatally  at  last,  should  be  changed,  is 
it  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  this  control,  if  timely  exercised,  would 
often  shorten  or  prevent  this  otherwise  persisting  and  fatal  tendency 
inherent  in  the  orighial  malady,  or  arising  accidentally  during  its  prog- 
ress?    To  control  symptoms  is  to  control  results  and  duration. 

While  on  the  one  hand  bad  treatment  may  accelerate  the  progress 
and  fatal  termination  of  yellow  fever,  on  the  other  hand  good  treat- 
ment may  often  shorten  its  duration,  and  even  cure  the  patient.  It 
may  be  well  to  throw  a  little  cold  water  on  the  too  ardent  zeal  of 
those  who  profess  ability  to  cut  up  the  disease  root  and  branch,  forth- 
with; but  the  alleged  doctrine  of  the  self-limitation  of  fevers  as  a 
reason  for  not  attempting  to  control  or  cure  them,  is  in  itself  an 
aflfe(;ted  hypothesis,  being  withal  calculated  to  bring  despair  to  the 
practitioner,  and  to  fill  the  public  mind  with  an  unwarrantable  distrust 
in  regard  to  the  efficiency  and  utility  of  the  medical  profession.  The 
physician  should  not  accept  the  captivating  phrases  of  medical  skeptics, 
concerning  self-limitation^  as  a  safe  theory  either  in  medical  or  ethical 
conduct,  with  reference  to  persons  and  families  who  commit,  under  God, 
their  health  and  lives  to  the  hands  of  medical  men. 

This  doctrine  of  self-limitation,  which  is  almost  synonymous  with 
therapeutic  inaction,  generally  is  accepted  neither  by  the  surgeon  nor 
obstetrician;  these  latter,  not  the  blind  diseases  and  self-murderous 
aberrations  uf  the  disordered  economy,  undertake  themselves  to  do 
the  work  of  limitation.  Bennet  Dowlbr. 
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THE  COLIaEaE  OF  SPIRITS  IN  PARia 

We  leam  from  the  New  York  Tribune,  that  Mr.  D.  D.  Homey 
the  celebrated  Spiritualist,  is  about  marrying  the  sister-in-law  of  a 
Russian  noble,  and  intends  establishing  a  spiritual  college  in  Paris. 
The  particulars  of  the  humbug  we  extract  from  the  Tribune. 

"  Hume  will  return  to  Paris  with  his  wife  and  the  dowry;  and  they 
say  that,  after  the  examples  of  Mesmer  and  Cagliostro,  he  is  going  to 
found  at  Paris  a  grand  establishment  of  supernatural  communications, 
a  sort  of  Spiritualistic  Exchange. 

"  To  this  establishment  there  will  be  joined  a  school  of  Fluidism, 
where  the  rich  will  be  initiated  in  that  great  mystery — requiring  a 
sacrifice  proportioned  to  their  wealth.  This  school  will  be  divided  in- 
to three  classes.  The  first  will  be  a  sort  of  gymnasium,  purely  me- 
chanical, where  will  be  shown  the  method  of  disengaging  the  fluid  by 
exercises  at  once  physical  and  intellectual.  Everybody  possesses  the 
spiritual  fluid,  and  if  some  appear  to  be  without  it,  it  is  because  they 
do  not  know  how  to  produce  its  disengagement.  Hume  said  as  much 
to  us  not  long  ago;  and  to  n\ake  himself  understood,  he  added  the  fol- 
lowing explanation: 

"  *  Here  is  a  cake  of  resin.  This  cake  contains  a  great  quantity  of 
electricity;  but  this  electricity  does  not  manifest  itself;  it  produces 
no  phenomena;  it  sleeps.  To  awaken  it,  I  take  this  catskin  and  strike 
the  cake  of  resin,  and  the  electricity  manifests  its  presence  in  a  lively 
manner.' 

"  The  first  class  of  the  school  of  fluids  will  be  that  in  which  they 
will  operate  on  the  natures  possessing  latent  fluid,  as  they  operate 
upon  the  resin  with  the  catskin;  accordingly,  we  call  this  the  catskin 
class. 

"  In  the  second  class,  the  fluid  being  developed,  awakened,  and 
active,  they  will  show  how  to  direct  it  by  faith  and  by  will.  It  is 
not  sufiBcient  to  have  the  fluid,  it  must  also  be  known  how  to  use  it. 

"  The  mode  of  using  it  is,  then,  what  they  will  teach  in  the  second 
class.  In  leaving  this  class,  the  adepts  will  know  how  to  turn  tables, 
to  summon  spirits,  to  question  them,  to  receive  answers;  and,  in  fact, 
to  place  themselves  in  communication  with  the  other  world.  This  is 
the  class  of  reception. 

*^But  when  this  is  known,  all  is  not  done.  This  is  only  to  be  in 
communication  witli  the  spiritual  world ;  it  ren^ains  yet  to  learn  how 
to  profit  by  these  communications.    They  must  not  be  regarded  as 
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uselesa  play;  as  a  series  of  curious  but  unfruitful  experiments.  We 
must  learn  all  that  the  spirits  know  more  than  we  do;  we  must  use 
them  to  elevate  ourselves,  to  make  us  better,  richer  and  more  pow- 
erful. 

"  That  is  what  will  be  learned  in  the  third  class. 

'*  Well-informed  persons  pretend  that,  before  returning  to  Paris, 
Hume  will  pass  through  Holstein,  where  he  will  visit,  in  the  cave 
whither  he  has  retired,  the  celebrated  Count  of  Saint  Germain,  from 
whom  he  expects  to  obtain  (for  the  spirits  have  promised  it  him) 
twenty-seven  of  the  fourteen  thousand  seven  hundred  secrets  which  the 
immortal  Count  carries  in  his  bosom. 

"  These  twenty-seven  secrets — the  most  important  of  the  ancient 
Egyptian  Cabala,  and  which  are  to  restore  to  us  the  mysteries  of  Isis 
and  Anubis — these  twenty-seven  secrets,  together  with  the  four  that 
Hume  already  knows,  are  to  form  a  total  of  superhuman  knowledge 
which  will  make  the  happy  initiated  equal  in  power,  beauty,  longevity, 
health,  happiness,  and  knowledge,  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  planets 
of  the  third  order.  The  earth,  it  is  well  known,  is  only  a  poor  planet 
of  the  forty-fourth  order. 

*^The  third  class  will  be  called  the  class  of  results. 

"  We  are  informed  that  while  Mr.  Hume  will  open  his  school  of 
Fluidism  for  men,  and  will  make  the  living  talk  with  the  dead,  Ma- 
dame Hume,  on  her  side,  will  direct  a  similar  school  for  females. 

"  The  number  of  pupils  can  never  exceed  sixty  on  the  part  of  the 
males,  and  sixty  on  the  part  of  the  females.  Each  class  will  be  com- 
posed of  thirty  persons. 

"It  is  pretended  that  a  company,  composed  of  some  very  wealthy 
Russians  and  some  Frenchmen,  is  formed  for  the  establishment  of 
these  institutions,  and  that  they  are  now  negotiating  for  the  pur- 
chase of  tlie  lands  of  the  Hotel  d'Osmont,  in  Paris. 

"  When  these  two  schools  are  finally  opened,  Paris  will  be  really 
the  capital  of  the  world.  The  plans  are  already  in  preparation.  Two 
temples  are  spoken  of,  of  the  Egyptian  order,  connected  by  a  gallery, 
in  the  centre  of  which,  beneath  a  circular  pavilion,  surmounted  by  a 
cupola,  will  be  placed  a  large  circular  table,  around  which  eighty-two 
persons  of  both  sexes,  in  alternate  order,  can  be  seated.  SJChese  eighty- 
two  persons  will  be  Mr.  and  Madame  Hume,  forty  male  pupils 
and  forty  female  pupils.  The  scholars  of  the  first  class  cannot  assist 
in  turning  the  sacred  table. 

''  The  table  1)eing  set  in  motion,  the  spirits  evoked,  sCad  the  mysteries 
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prepared,  the  twenty  men  and  the  twenty  women  of  the  second  class 
will  retire,  and  it  is  only  for  the  initiated  of  the  third  class  that  the 
miracles  will  take  place,  and  the  eyes  of  the  mind  be  opened."^ — iV.  A. 
Medico- Chirurg,  Review, 


EDITOR'S    T^BLE. 

THE  NEW  ORLEANS  SCHOOL  OF  MEDICINR 

Its  Clinical  Facilities— Dawn  of  a  Revolution  in  the  Schools — Neces- 
sity of  Reform  in  Medical  Education — Signs  of  Progress. 

This  new  school  deserves  success,  and  will  command  it  by  the  dimr 
cal  teaching  the  Faculty  have  provided — a  department  in  which  they 
mean  to  excel,  and  for  which  they  promise  extraordinary  facilities. 
Their  college  and  hospital  are  in  close  proximity,  and  their  clinical 
lectures  are  given  daily  by  the  bedside  of  the  patient,  as  they  should  be. 

The  college  cliniqiies,  as  they  are  conventionally  called,  are  chiefly 
for  walking  patients,  and  hence  named  ambulatoria.  These  are  well 
enough  in  their  way,  when  properly  conducted ;  but  to  substitute  these 
for  bed-side  teaching,  and  call  them  clinical  lectures,  is  a  misnomer,  as 
everybody  knows,  and  as  the  students  realize  when  they  enter  upon 
the  practical  duties  of  the  profession,  and  meet  their  young  brethren 
who  have  had  the  advantages  of  regular  and  systematic  clinical  train- 
ing, by  daily  attendance  upon  the  wards  of  a  hospital,  with  competent 
and  faithful  teachers.  Indeed,  both  the  profession  and  the  public  are 
becoming  wise  enough  to  regard  hospitals  as  indispensable  to  medical 
colleges,  and  the  time  is  at  hand  when  every  large  hospital  will  be 
a  medical  school,  and  no  man  will  be  deemed  qualified  for  the  practice 
of  either  medicine  or  surgery,  who  has  not  superadded  to  his  elemen- 
tary and  theoretical  education  the  practical  and  demonstrative  experi- 
ence which  can  be  acquired  nowhere  else  but  in  a  hospital.  A  week- 
ly visit  of  an  hour  as  on  Saturdays,  or  an  hour  similarly  spent  on  any 
other  day  of  the  week,  in  hurrying  through  the  wards  of  a  hospital, 
often  in  a  throng,  when  nothing  can  be  seen  or  heard  satisfactorily,  is 
a  wretched  and  deceptive  farce;  nor  will  it  much  longer  be  endured, 
although  this  is  all  the  clinical  teaching  which  students  receive  in  ful- 
filment of  the  promises  of  college  circulars,  based  on  hospitals  which 
are  miles  away  from  the  college  buildings,  and  for  lack  of  time  can 
only  be  reached  in  flying  visits,  "  few  and  far  between." 

The  Pennsylvania  Medical  College  has  already  provided  a  college 
hospital  adjoining  their  fine  building,  expressly  for  clinical  teaching. 
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And  the  new  Shelby  College,  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  has  the  City 
Hospital  on  the  same  premises,  so  that  they  will  start  right  in  Novem- 
ber. There  may  be,  and  doubtless  are  other  schools  similarly  provid- 
ed, and  all  such  will  soon  be  preferred  to  older  schools  by  students, 
unless  the  daily  use  of  the  hospitals  becomes  universal. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  what  is  to  become  of  those  medical  colleges 
located  in  situations  remote  from  large  hospitals  ?  Many  of  these  are 
known  to  be  manned  by  able  teachers,  possessed  of  every  facility  for 
thorough  elementary  teaching  in  all  the  departments,  and  whose  only 
lack  consists  in  the  absence  of  hospitals.  And  yet  is  it  not  known 
and  read  of  all  men  that  very  many  of  such  colleges  are  almost  de- 
serted by  students,  or  have  only  meagre  classes  year  after  year, 
while  pupils  are  flocking  towards  those  colleges  on  the  Atlantic  coast 
or  elsewhere,  which  can  hold  out  the  greatest  hospital  advantages? 
It  cannot  be  that  they  are  attracted  by  the  fame  of  the  teachers,  for 
many  of  the  country  schools,  as  they  are  called,  number  among  their 
Faculties  men  of  the  highest  literary  and  professional  distinction  in  the 
country,  who  are  nevertheless  lecturing  to  mere  handfuls  of  students. 
Hence  it  is  obvious  that  something  more  than  eminent  men  in  the 
Faculty  has  become  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  a  medical  college. 
That  something  is  singly  and  only  the  opportunities  and  facilities  for 
practical  and  clinical  teaching  which  large  hospitals  can  alone  supply. 

But  let  it  not  be  supposed  that  the  mission  of  any  one  of  these 
worthy  schools,  whose  only  lack  is  in  the  absence  of  hospitals,  has  ter- 
minated. So  far  from  this  being  the  case,  in  the  better  day  coming 
they  will  be  more  necessary  and  far  more  prosperous  than  now.  Dur- 
ing the  first,  and  even  second  year  of  pupilage,  students  are  not  pre- 
pared to  profit  by  practical  teaching,  nor  until  they  are  indoctrinated 
into  the  general  principles  of  the  science,  and  the  details  of  anatomy, 
chemistry,  physiology,  materia  mcdica,  surgery,  and  the  other  branches 
which  demand  didactic  teaching.  Tiien,  and  not  till  then  arc  tliey  qual- 
ified to  learn  practically  what  they  have  been  taught  theoretically. 
Hence  the  elementary  instruction  in  all  the  branches  of  study  can  be 
as  well  given  in  New  Haven  or  Atlanta,  for  example,  as  in  the  great 
cities.  The  first  two  years  of  study,  therefore,  may  be  advantageously 
pursued  without  hospitals;  nor  are  clinical  opportunities  at  all  neces- 
sary or  desirable  for  the  junior  students. 

When  the  time  shall  come,  and  it  is  not  remote,  that  practical  and 
clinical  training  in  hospitals,  by  qualified  teachers,  shall  be  an  indispens- 
able pre-requisite  to  any  license  to  practise  our  profession,  then  diplo- 
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mas  will  become  mere  literary  testimonials  as  they  ought  to  be,  bot 
confer  no  aathority  to  enter  the  profession.  This  good  time  will  comey 
so  soon  as  oar  State  governments  take  the  same  care  of  the  health 
and  lives  of  their  citizens,  as  the  Federal  government  now  takes 
of  the  health  and  lives  of  the  sailors  and  soldiers  of  the  TJ.  S.  Navy 
and  Army. 

An  independent  Board  of  Examiners  stand  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Medical  Staff  of  both  Navy  and  Army;  nor  is  a  diploma  from  any 
college  at  all  regarded  as  evidence  of  qnalification,  nntil  a  thorough 
inquiry  is  made  into  the  practical  knowledge  acquired  by  the  candir 
date.  When  every  State  shall  have  such  a  Board,  independent  of 
teachers,  and  they  alone  shall  be  authorized  to  decide  who  shall  be 
physicians  and  surgeons  for  the  people,  then  will  all  the  candidates 
shrink  from  this  ordeal  until  they  have  spent  a  year  in  some  hospital 
in  receiving  practical  instruction,  and  this  subsequently  to  their  ele- 
mentary education  in  the  schools.  Every  school  would  then  stand  on 
its  own  merits,  and  so  would  every  candidate  for  the  honors  and  privi- 
leges of  the  profession.     So  mote  it  be. 


-♦••-•- 


MEDICAL    EDUCATION. 

The  present  month  brings  the  recurrence  of  the  periodical  sessions 
of  medical  colleges  all  over  our  country.     We  append  a  list  of  all,  viz: 

NEW   YORK. 

1.  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons Neic  York  City. 

•2.  University  of  the  City  of  New  York 

3.  New  York  Medical  College 

4.  Albany  Medical  College Albany, 

5.  University  of  Buffalo Buffalo, 

6.  Geneva  Medical  College Geneva, 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

1.  University  of  Pennsylvania Philadelphia, 

8.  Jefferson  Medical  College 

9.  Pennsylvania  Medical  College 

10.  Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine 

OHIO. 

11.  Medical  College  of  Ohio   Cincinnati, 

12.  Starling  Medical  College Columbus. 

13.  Cleveland  Medical  College Cleveland. 
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TENNESSEE. 

14.  University  of  Nashville Nashville. 

16.  Shelby  Medical  College " 

16.  Memphis  Medical  College Memphis. 

GEORGIA. 

It.  Medical  College  of  Georgia Augusta. 

18.  Savannah  Medical  College   Savannah. 

19.  Oglethorpe  Medical  College ** 

20.  Atlanta  Medical  College Atlanla. 

SOUTH   CAROLINA. 

21.  Medical  College  of  South  Carolina Charleston. 

VIRGINIA. 

22.  Medical  College  of  Virginia Richmond. 

23.  University  of  Yirginia Charlottesville. 

MARYI.AND. 

24.  University  of  Maryland Baltimore. 

KENTUCKY. 

25.  University  of  Louisville Louisville, 

26.  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine " 

MISSOURI. 

21.  Uuiversity  of  St.  Louis St.  Louis. 

28.  St.  Louis  Medical  College 
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ILLINOIS. 

29.  Rush  Medical  College Chicago, 

MICHIGAN. 

30.  University  of  Michigan Ann  Arbor. 

IOWA. 

31.  University  of  Iowa Keokuk. 

LOUISIANA. 

32.  University  of  Louisiana New  Orleans. 

33.  New  Orleans  School  of  Medicine " 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

34.  Massachusetts  Medical  College Boston. 

35.  Berkshire  Medical  College Pittsjield. 

CONNECTICUT. 

36.  Yale  Medical  College  New  Haven. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

3t.  Dartmouth  Medical  College ', .  Handover. 

MAINE. 

38.  Bowdoin  Medical  College » Berwick. 
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VERMONT. 

30.  Castleton  Medicul  College Castleton. 

40.  University  of  Yermout Burlington. 

41.  Woodstock  Medical  College Woodstock. 

If  any  omissions  or  errors  are  discovered  in  the  list,  correction  will 
be  made  in  our  next  number. 

These  41  medical  colleges  vary  in  tlieir  annual  list  of  matriculants 
and  graduates,  from  500  to  20  of  the  forujer,  and  from  250  to  G  of  the 
latter.  The  ftes  in  the  majority  are  $105  for  a  full  course  of  lectures, 
but  the  terms  vary  in  a  number  of  schools  down  to  $50,  and  even  less; 
while  the  Universities  of  Michigan  and  Iowa  require  no  fees  for  lec- 
tures. All  the  schools,  however,  exact  fees  for  matriculation,  dissec- 
tion, and  graduation,  and  on  these  many  of  them  subsist  when  the 
classes  are  small  and  the  paying  students  fewer  still. 
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0f-  HIOHL7  INSTRUCTIVi:  AND  SIGNIFICANT  FACTS. 

Ilead  the  following  official  statements  of  the  result  of  the  examina- 
tions, by  the  indei)endent  Boards  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  of  the  can- 
didates for  ai)[)Ointment  as  surgeons.  Twenty  out  of  twenty-seven 
applicants  were  rejected  by  the  Army  Board;  and  twenty-five  out  of 
the  same  number  rejected  by  the  Navy  Board.  Only  seven  of  the^ 
former  and  two  of  the  latter  were  found  qualified! 

Be  it  remembered  that  all  the  forty-five  candidates  who  failed  at 
tlieir  examinations,  were  fresh  from  the  chartered  medical  colleges,  had 
passed  the  examinations  of  their  professors,  and  were  each  armed  with 
the  diploma  of  M.D.,  and  fully  licensed  to  practice  as  physicians  and 
surgeons  *'  in  toto  mundo,^^  throughout  the  world. 

But  the  soldiers,  sailors,  and  officers  of  our  Army  and  Navy,  thanks 
to  their  independent  Boards  of  Examiners,  are  protected  from  being 
subjected  to  the  treatment  of  unqualified  men,  however  many  diplomas 
they  may  have  ''bought,"  at  what  Professors  Gross  and  Bowling  call 
the  "  Tic-tac-tub-mills"  of  city  or  country. 

ATLANTA  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

The  Faculty  of  this  young  and  prosperous  school  having  been  cen- 
sured for  selecting  the  summer  months  for  their  regular  term,  and  their 
motives  having  been  impeached  as  unworthy  by  rival  teachers,  have 
now  resolved  npon  a  course  which  mf*"*  '^■tarm  their  enemies,  and  is. 
certainly  highly  erf  "^^  ise. 
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They  announce,  in  addition  to  their  regular  term  of  lectures  from 
May  to  September,  as  heretofore,  that  a  preparatory  or  Winter  course, 
from  Xovember  until  March,  will  be  superadded,  and  this  without  any 
additional  fees  to  the  students  who  attend  the  ensuing  regular  course. 
Eight  months  instead  of  four  in  each  year,  are  henceforth  to  be  devot- 
ed to  medical  teaching,  without  any  increase  of  expense.  This  Win- 
ter course,  however,  will  not  be  recognized  as  a  regular  course,  nor 
will  it  be  required  for  graduation.  Those  who  choose  to  attend  the 
Winter  course  only,  will  pay  $50  for  the  privilege;  but  should  they 
afterwards  elect  to  attend  the  regular  Summer  course,  this  amount  will 
be  deducted  from  their  fees. 

This  new  arrangement  will  doubtless  silence  the  fault  finding  of 
which  they  have  had  cause  to  complain,  and  will  tend  greatly  to  en- 
hance the  reputation  and  prosperity  of  the  school.  We  like  the  vim 
which  has  prompted  this  movement,  and  heartily  wish  the  Faculty 
success. 


DISCOVERY  OF  ETHERIZATION. 

The  expose  made  in  our  last  number  of  the  parties  concerned  in  the 
mercenary  speculation  recently  set  on  foot  in  this  city,  by  Morton  & 
Co.,  of  Boston,  to  beg  money  from  our  wealthy  citizens  and  the  almon- 
ers of  our  })nblic  charities,  under  false  pretenses,  seems  to  have 
"scotched  the  snake,"  if  not  killed  him.  The  friends  of  the  late  Dr. 
Horace  Wells,  of  Hartford,  have  indignantly  resented  this  new  outbreak 
of  the  Morton  clique,  and  our  table  is  loaded  with  cumulative  evidence, 
proving  beyond  all  contradiction  that  Dr.  Wells'  discovery  of  the 
anaesthetic  uses  of  ether  was  made  in  18441  and  revealed  to  Morton, 
then  his  pupil  and  colleague  in  dentistry,  but  who  now  seeks  to  rob 
the  family  of  his  deceased  teacher  and  friend,  by  knavishly  perverting 
the  fame  and  emoluments  which  belong  to  them,  by  falsely  claiming 
the  discovery  for  himself. 

We,  however,  attach  less  censure  to  him  than  to  those  members  of 
our  profession  who  have  loaned  their  names  to  bolster  up  this  impos- 
ture. Many  have  done  it  ignorantly,  more  under  the  influences  brought 
to  bear  upon  them  by  interested  parties,  while  others  are  understood 
to  share  in  the  profits  of  the  speculation.  We  know  who  might  have 
had  several  hundred  dollars  as  a  bonus  for  writing  a  yindiciition  of 
Morton's  scheme,  for  a  forth-coming  book,  had  not  the  men  who  ap- 
proached him  found  that  they  had  "waked  up  the  wrong  passenger.'' 
The  book  is  in  preparation,  and  we  know  the  man  who  is  at  it,  for 
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the  guid  pro  quo  of  that  600  dollajBt  which  has  been  a  etanditig  i 
offer  in  the  street  for  weeks  past.  The  iiew  Cyclopiedia  has  a  iiirelinj 
article,  it  is  said,  bolstering  up  Morton  and  ignoring  Wells, 
hope  the  article  on  AuajstheEia  is  not  a  specioien  of  the  truthfulneaa 
of  that  compilation,  and  this  lor  llie  sake  of  its  publishers.  But  nei- 
ther these  artful  dodges,  nor  any  other  devices  of  Morton  &  Co.,  shall 
deter  ns  from  sustaining  the  truth;  and  should  Morton  again  venture 
to  place  himself  before  the  public,  by  appealing  to  Congress  or  else- 
where, for  the  public  money,  we  shall  no  longer  withhold  the  evidence 
in  our  possession,  which  will  overwhelm  him  and  his  patent,  and  espe- 
cially his  medicol  sympathizers  in  New  York,  with  same  and  confu- 
sion of  face.     For  the  prei^ent  we  forbear. 


UTEDICAL  QDARRIiLINa. 

In  no  profession  bo  much  as,  ours  is  there  need  of  a  moderator  or  J 
peacemaker,  so  great  is  the  proclivity  to  abase  one   another  whea  J 
"doctors  differ;"  and  who  ever  expects  them  to  "agree?"     In  a  Iat«  \ 
controversy  into  which  we  were  precipitated  during  the  last  yeor  with 
oar  Philadelphia  brethren,  and  in  which  the  New  Yorkers  burned  { 
their  fingers  by  intermeddling,  we  may  say  withou..  offence,  now  that 
it  is  over,  that  we  have  shown  by  oar  patience  under  provocation  that 
it  is  always  "  better  to  STi.fftr  wrong  than  to  do  wrong." 

We  venture  to  commend  this  masim  to  oar  Nashville  confrere,  in  1 
the  controversy  he  has  recently  commenced  with  the  Philadelphia  j 
editor  of  the  N.  A,  Medici'-ChiTitrg.  Fcriew;  especially  now  that  he  A 
has  been  assailed  by  an  anonymous  writer  in  the  Allaiiia  Med. . 
'Surg',  Journal,  in  a  style  of  vitapcration  hitherto  unheard  of  in  medi-  J 
cal  jonmaiism.  The  latter  journal  has  very  happily  disclwmed  ita  J 
authorship  on  behalf  of  the  Atlanta  College  or  Journal,  but  it  woald.I 
have  done  better  to  have  rejected  it  altogether.  We  confess  to  sorrow  it 
and  humiliation  fur  the  medical  press,  if  such  a  writer  be  not  put  on- T 
der  the  bun  of  execration,  Onr  Atlanta  brethren  will  "  Ttgrtl "  it,  or  1 
we  are  mistaken  in  our  prognosis. 


Buining  of  tbe  Quarautme  Hospitals  oa  Stateu  Island. 

This  deed  of  darkness,  so  long  threatened  by  popular  indignation, 

was  oonsnmmated  by  the  neighbors,  whose  fears  of  the  Yellow  Fever    . 

and  other  pestilential  disease  from  that  source  overcame  all  other 

consideratious,  on  the  nights  of  the  Isl  and  2d  of  September.    This,^ 
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Ct  of  Tauddliam  admJtJi  (i{  uo  defence,  althongh  at  the  time  selected, 
'Bteangety  euongh,  there  were  fewer  patients  of  any  kind  in  the  estab- 
lishment than  evev  before,  and  fewer  still  who  were  anffering  from 
either  fever  or  eraal!  pox;  alihoagh  quite  the  contrary  might  be  infer- 
red fi'oni  the  mendaciona  etorics  given  to  the  pahiic  for  effect  by  poll- 
and  other  interested  parties.  We  personally  visited  and  in- 
Kted  the  rnins,  while  the  smoke  and  fire  were  yet  visible,  and  fonud 
than  thirty  on  tLe  sick  list,  and  none  of  them  iu  any  danger  of 
dying,  if  they  were  leit  in  the  barn  or  tents  as  we  fonnd  them,  where 
they  were  better  off  than  they  wonid  bave  been  in  the  hospital  wards. 
We  saw  no  si^is  of  suffering,  and  must  say  that  much  that  we  bad 
read  and  heard  was  heartless  exaggeration.  As  to  any  dangers  of  in- 
fbction  in  any  part  of  the  premities,  this  is  ail  Qnarantioe  hnmbag, 
and  cannot  much  longer  impose  npoo  public  credulity. 

The  appointment  of  a  medical  commission  to  report  on  the  whole 
subject  of  Quarantine,  as  at  present  conducted,  is  the  first  duty  of  the 
Legislature,  and  their  report  should  precede  the  insane  projects  ot 
blockheads,  in  or  ont  of  office,  to  re-establish  this  pnblic  nuisance  un- 
der existing  regulations,  wliicli  are  a  reproach  to  the  intelligence  and 
sanitary  science  of  the  present  century.  To  erecl  temporary  build- 
igs,  to  provide  for  the  brief  remnant  of  the  present  quarantine  sea- 
i,  is  all  that  can  be  justified  or  ouglit  \o  be  tolerated;  for  we  repeat 
Lt  epidemic  Yellow  Fever  in  this  latitude,  with  any  temperatures  of 
season,  is  a  physical  impossibility,  as  is  well  understood,  not  only 
by  all  the  doctor?,  bat  by  the  authorities,  the  poliee,  and  the  military, 
all  of  whom  are  making  tlie  premises  a  junketing  ground.  Neither 
the  Health  Officer,  Mayor  Tiemami,  nor  any  of  the  officiiiries  would 
spend  an  hour  iu  the  neighborhood,  if  they  did  not  know  lliat  there 
was  nothing  to  fear  from  contagion  of  any  kiod;  and  that  tbey  could 
as  easOy  catch  a  broken  leg  as  the  Yellow  Fever,  by  visiting  the 
Quarantine. 

The  dangers  against  which  the  people  of  Stateo  Island  have  re- 
solved to  protect  themselves,  are  in  the  mrroundings  of  Quarantine, 
by  the  proximity  of  infected  vessels  and  their  reftise,  the  hurniTig  of 
infected  beds,  &c..  In  that  iron  scow,  &e.,  and  not  the  Ileiilth  Office 
and  Marine  Hospital,  which  would  be  innocuous.  But  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  our  present  Quarantine  ia  a  stapendoos  fraud  upon  our  ship- 
owners, merchants,  and  seamen,  upon  officers,  crews,  and  passengers, 
plundered  by  wholesale  through  that  scarecrow  of  barbarigm, 
mercenary  theory  of  contagion. 
40 
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The  difiereoce  betweeo  our  neighbors  of  the  "PeDinGnlar  &  Inde-. 
pendent"  and  the  "  Chicago  Medical  Joaraal,"  io  tbeir  "  feelings,''  aDi 
npon  which  the  former  so  pitcbes  into  the  latter,  is  readily  expUtni 
by  the  old  fable  of  the  "  bull  goring  tlie  ox,"  and  is  exactly  that  b»-' 
tween  "  skiDoing  and  being  skinned."  Had  Dr.  Palmer,  by  order  of 
the  American  Medical  Aesociatioo,  spent  months  of  patient  and  dili- 
gent toil  in  experimenting  for  the  elaboration  and  elocidation  of  a  re- 
port on  an  important  subject,  witU  which  he  was  spedally  charged; 
and  had  be  then  attended  the  late  meeting  at  Washington,  with  his 
report,  and  been  deprived  of  presenting  even  the  usual  abstract,  the 
meeting  refnsing  to  bear  him  wh^n  he  only  asked  5  minutes,  referring 
his  report,  witkoul  reading,  to  the  Committee  of  Pablication,  we  doubt 
whether  Ae  would  not  have  made  louder  complaints  than  has  Dr.  Dci- 
tIs.  But  it  makes  all  the  difference  in  the  world,  when  we  only  ima- 
gine ourselves  to  be  in  the  place  of  our  ueighbor,  an  exercise  which 
would  moderate  our  ceusoriousness,  and  make  us  forbearing  and  kind 
instead  of  indulging  harsh  judgment 


1 
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FREH  MEDICAI.  EDUCATION. 

The  Iowa  State  Universitj  have  decreed  the  entire  abolition  of  all 
fees  in  the  medical  department,  except  the  following,  viz: 
$10  for  Matriculation. 
6  for  Dissecting  Ticket. 
2  for  expense  of  any  contingent  damages. 
30  for  Diploma. 
At  the  late  session  there  were  75  matriculants  and  20  graduates, 
who,  if  they  all  paid,  yielded  the  sum  of  $1,615,  an  amount  greater 
than  the  aggregate  receipts  of  many  of  the  medical  colleges  of  ih? 
country,  after  the  deduction  of  their  expenses;  and  this  though  their 
usual  fees  arc  exacted  from  alt  students  who  ere  able  to  pay  I 

In  the  Iowa,  as  in  the  Michigan  school,  the  professors  are  presumed 
to  be  paid  for  lecturing  out  of  the  State  treasury.  Tbeir  college  and 
hospital  buildings  are  also  provided  by  the  State,  it  being  designed  to 
carry  out  the  system  of  free  education,  under  an  able  faculty. 
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KROHZED  SKIN  AND  SUFHA-RENAL  CAPSUl.Ba 

Dr.  Harley's  paper  in  the  S.  and  F.  Mtd.  aiid  CAirurgio!!  Eixiexe, 
(or  April,  thus  disposes  of  the  nonsense  of  certain  theorists  at  home 
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KfoUy  corroborating  oar  own  views  publiBhed  at  the  tdme 
a's  paper.    His  couclaaions  are: 

"  Firstly,  That  bronzed  gkin  may  exist  without  the  supra-renal  cap- 
Bales  being  diseased.  Secondly,  That  complete  degeueration  or  totfll 
absence  of  the  sapra-renal  capanlea  may  occur  without  any  bronzing  of 
the  skin.  Thirdly,  That  bronzed  skin  may  be  associated  with  a 
variety  of  different  morbid  conditions  of  the  system,  among  wliich  a 
prominent  one  is  disease  of  the  supra-renal  capsules.  Fourthly,  That 
bronzed  skiit  may  be  present  without  any  derangement  of  the  other 
functions  of  the  body  being  observed.  The  treatment  of  the  affection 
must  consequently  bo  varied  accordingly. 

"  Upon  the  anatomical  and  physiological  grounds  previously  stated, 
I  look  upon  the  symptoms  of  aaiemia,  languor,  debility,  feebleness  of 
the  heart's  action,  and  irritability  of  the  stomach,  not  as  the  result  of 
file  suppression  of  the  function  of  the  supra-renul  capsules,  but  rather 
a  being  occasioned  either  by  a  diseased  state  of  the  solar  plexus,  per 
•  by  an  irritation  of  the  ganglionic  system  of  nerves,  caused  by 
the  close  prosimity  and  intimate  connection  of  diseased  supra-renal 
capsules. 

"  The  investigatlou  is  still  far  from  being  completed,  and  as  I  am 
not  wedded  to  any  hypothesis,  if  new  facts  are  discovered  which  show 
the  subject  in  a  different  light,  1  shall  not  hesitate  to  monld  my  views 
accordingly." 

fl^  ANOTHER  NEW  MBDICAL  JOtTHNAL. 

f_  The  Nashville  Medical  Recorder,  is  the  title  of  the  new  Journal 
♦hich  is  to  take  the  place  of  the  Memphis  Medical  Recorder,  and  the 
Southern  Journal  of  the  Medical  and  Thysical  Sciences,  both  of  which 
are  to  be  discontinued,  or  rather  amalgamated;  the  editors,  Profes- 
Bors  Wright  and  Curry,  now  of  the  Shelby  Medical  College,  are  to 
induct  the  new  periodical. 

STILL  ANOTHER! 

The  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  late  of  Burliiigtou,  N,  J ,  and 

now  of  Philadelphia,  is  to  be  changed  from  a  monthly  to  a  'wtekly 

hereafter,  and  will  be  conducted  by  the  same  editors,  Drs.  Butler  and 

Atkinson,  to  whose  new  project  we  heartily  wish  success. 

ANOTHER  STILL  1 

The  North  American  Medical  Rtporter,  is  the  title  of  another  pro- 

joarnal  in  New  York,  which  Is  io  the  press.     But  as  it  la  said 

to  be  EdettU  in  its  source,  it  will  be  "  nothing  to  nol>ody,"  but  only  a 

trap  to  catch  advertisements  from  the  "green  wis."    Vive  la  bagatelle! 


hereaf 
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PHOPESSOH  WHTTB.  OP  BDFPAIiO, 

reports,  ia  a  late  number  of  the  Anuricaii  Jou,rni.l,  the  auccessfol  redi 
tJOH  of  an  inverted  iiterua  after  six  mouths  had  elapsed,  fnll  details 
the   case  being  given,  together  witli  illastrative  drawings.      By  tl 
laal'  number  of  tlje  Buffalo  Mtdical  Journal  we  learn  that  the 
eminent  oiistetrician,  has  since  then  succeeded  in  rodaoUon  iu  another 
ca^e,  in  which  tlie  iuverxiou  had  eainted  for  fift«en  yearel     Chloroform 
was    used   in  both  cartes,  and  the  redaction  effected  bj  contaunons 
mauipnlntion,  the  last  case  retjairing  40  mirintes. 

In  B  late  caae,  rejiorteil  by  Dr.  Tyler  Smith,  of  London,  eight  daj 
were  succe^iiively  occupied  in  repeated  manijiulationB,  witli  aud 
oat  inetroments,  before  re-iuversiou  was  completed,  and  ia  this  c« 
yearn  had  elapsed.  The  tviio  cases  seem  to  have  been  reported  nearly 
HimultaDcously,  Dr.  White  having  the  priority  of  only  one  week,  al- 
though our  countryman  has  the  ndrantage  over  Dr.  Smith  in  the  short 
time  occupied  iu  the  operation,  and  the  longer  date  of  the  iover^n. 
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MEDICAI.  COLUEiaE  OF  VmOINlA. 
Dr.  Jame)!  B.  McCaw,  of  the  Virginia  Mediml  Jourjial,  1 
ftppoiuted  to  the  chair  of  Cheraiatry  in  tiie  Medical  College  of  Virgin^ 
ia,  for  wliich  his  scholastic  and  scientiGc  attainments  eminently  fit  fajiii.ll 
We  congratnlate  our  respected  confrere  on  his  preferment,  and  tbeil 
college  on  tlie  acquisition  to  their  able  Faculty. 

AIDANT  MZiDICAZ.  COLZ.UG'E. 

The  graduates  of  tills  school  for  1351   uumbL-rud  48,  insteaii  of  2i,,l 
as  reported  in  onr  last  by  mistake. 


pTof.  SarL-er's  Po^er  before  the  N.  Y.  State  Medical  Society,  oa  ' 
the  comparative  ase  of  the  ergot  and  forceps  iu  labor,  has  beeu  issued 
in  pamphlet  form.    Appreciating  its  merits  as  we  do,  yet  we  think 
the  effeulB  ascribed  to  ergot  in  prodiicing  asphyxia  are  greatly  over- 
rated, as  after  extensive  use  of  the  article  we  have  never  witnessed 
tbem.    The  cases  to  which  it  is  adapted,  the  time  for  its  exhibition, 
and  the  doses  in  which  it  is  given,  need  discrimination.     Like  all  po- 
tent drugs,  it  is  oidy  harmless  when  judiciously  used.     Nor  < 
fully  concede  the  harmlessness  of  the  forceps  in  any  hands,  albeit  v 
fear  they  are  too  often  employed  by  many  iu  cases  where  non-interfer-J 
ence  would  be  safer  both  for  the  doctor  and  his  patient.     In  Prof. " 
Barker's  hands  neither  agency  would  be  likely  to  do  harm. 
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BZPZ.AKATZOR. 

Oar  worthy  confrere,  Dr.  D.  J.  Cuiii,  of  Cliarleston,  ha.B  promptly 
responded  to  oor  late  iiiqoiry,  in  relfltion  to  the  nse  of  his  name  tiy  (,be 
proprietor  of  the  "  Colleton  Bitters,"  b  popular  nostram  in  the  Sooth. 
His  explanation  is  everythinn;  that  could  be  desired,  and  proTes  that 
no  nse  of  hia  nanje  in  this  disreputable  connection  was  ever  permitted 
or  intended  by  him,  as  all  parties  have  been  notified;  and  he  has  taken 
measnrea  effectually  to  prevent  any  repetition  of  the  offence,  so  that 
hereafter  it  cannot  be  repeated  without  incurring  the  penalties  of  the 
law.  Our  notice  of  the  subject  was  designed  to  elicit  ilie  facta,  which 
were  sure  wonld  redound  to  Dr.  C'a  honor.    We  wish  that  others 

the  brethren  whose  names  are  perennially  pnblished  iu  connection 

Ith  quack  nostrums  conld  show  as  clean  hande. 


ff 


DR.  JOHN  a.  F.  HOLSTON. 

_  we  Iea4'a  by  the  eireuliir  of  the  National  Medical  Coiiego,  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  has  been  appointed  to  the  Chair  of  Surgery  in  that  in- 
stilolion  in  place  of  Dr.  May,  who  has  gone  to  Shelby,  at  Nashville. 
We  congratulate  oil r  old  friend  and  correspondent  on  hia  having  reach- 
ed 90  ijuportant  and  honorable  a  position  in  a  school  so  reputable  as 
the  National  Medical  College  has  ever  been.  A  little  more  vim,  enter- 
{ffiae,  and  liberality  being  infused  into  that  Faculty,  would  give  that 

lool  tile  HUGceas  to  which  ita  most  eligible  location  and  it**  prestige 

;itles  it. 


Prof.  Pilcher  writes  an  able  vindication  of  ti'ne  clinical  teaching, 
being  anperadded  to  the  curricnlajn  of  all  medical  colleges,  and  luuk- 
ing  diligent  attendance  thereon  an  indispensable  prereijaisite  to  grad- 
uation. His  letter  appears  iu  the  Fciiinsnlar  Joiu'nal,  and  h  intended 
to  favor  the  removal  of  the  medical  department  of  the  Micliigau  Uni- 
Torsity  from  Ann  Arbor  to  Detroit,  where  a  hospital  is  accessible  for 
ical  parpoaes. 


iTi*  ffalf-Yearly  Abslracl  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  by  Drs,  Ilank- 

■  &,  Radcliffe,  is  still  repabliahed  by   Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  of 

Philadelphia,  and  increases  in  inteTest  and  value.    The  July  uuinber 

is  behind  none  of  its  predecessors  in  the  variety  and  utility  of  its  con- 

^^^^^ts.     It  is  still  ijiipplied,  free  of  postage,  at  |2  [)er  annum,  and  de- 

^^^Htrves  lis  extensive  patronage. 


COLLEQE  ADVERTISEMKHTS. 

Some  of  OQr  medical  colleges,  iucliiiliag  lome  of  tlie  more  prominent' 
and  prosperous,  are  tr^iog  the  experimciit  of  withholding  tbeir  an- 
Doaticementa  from  the  advertiBiug  columns  of  the  medicftl  joamak,  and 
depending  on  their  circulars,  of  which  they  print  and  circulate  thoa- 
sands,  scattering  them  broadcast  through  the  mails,  with  postage 
paid.  We  learn  that  this  economical  course  is  tateu  by  concert,  thus 
proscribing  all  the  medical  journEkls,  or  all  ezcept  one  or  two,  whi 
patronage  they  cannot  afford  to  lose. 

We  allude  to  this  topic  impersonally,  for  we  have  aa  many  colli 
advertisementa  as  we  can  find  room  for,  until  the  prospective  eolarj 
ment  of  the  Gazftte  is  consummated.  Moreover,  wiser  counsels  pre- 
vail in  the  Faculties  of  some  of  the  best  colleges  in  the  country,  and 
they  find  it  to  their  interest  not  to  ignore  the  Jonrnals,  upon  which 
they  are  depeudent  the  year  round  for  announcements,  other  than 
those  in  their  circulars.  We  shall,  after  a  while,  learn  to  do  without 
the  medical  colleges  in  journalism,  when  they  combine  to  do  withoat 
US.  Reciprocity  of  favors  should  be  the  rule,  where  there  are  mnti 
obligatioQS.      Verbum  sal. 


bos 
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SENATOR  SmimER'S  CASE. 

The  public  press  has  been  much  perplexed  in  explaining  the  raedii 
treatment  to  which  the  Parisian  doctors,  including  Dr.  Erown-Sequari 
have  subjected  Mr.  Sumner,  who  is  still  an  invalid  from  the  effects 
the  blow  inflicted  by  Mr,  Brooks. 

The  actual  cautery,  or  rather  the  moxa,  has  been  repeatedly  applii 
to  the  nape  of  the  neck  and  along  the  cervical  vertebrie,  this  anciesi 
mode  of  making  issues  having  become  fashionable  of  late  in  the.  Pi 
risian  hospitals,  and  imitated  as  usual  by  the  British  sui^ons.     TI 
practice  was  common  in  this  country  a  few  years  ago,  nnttl  AmericaA* 
experience  demonstrated  that  an  issne  could  be  better  made  by  the 
tapis  inf emails,  or  the  nitric  acid;  and  that  the  revolting  use  of  the 
"  iron  at  a  white  heat,"  or  the  "  burning  of  a  cone  of  cotton  satnrated 
with  camphor,"  were  seldom  to  be  preferred  to  the  former;  when  in 
chronic  disease,  or,  as  in  this  case,  when  mollilia  cerebri  or  paralysis 
were  threatened,  after  contusions  or  concufisions  by  violence.     Hence 
the  French  relnrn  to  the  nse  of  fire  for  making  issues  is  only  a  revival 
of  the  old  practice,  and  has  no  advantages  over  the  perpetual  blister, 
or  the  other  less  startling  modes  of  counter-irritation,  when  a  drain  OT 
or  suppurative  discharge  is  Indicated.    The  inference,  therefore,  thi 
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^^^^H&ere  is  aajthing  novel  in  the  ParUian  treatment  of  Mr.  Snmner  ia 
^^^^rholly  uiifoanded.  The  pathological  nattire  of  bis  cage,  and  the  TOr 
tioDol  remedies  from  whicii  recovery  could  be  looked  for  with  the 
greatest  hope,  were  as  well  understood  by  his  American  physicians  a8 
by  their  transatlantic  brethren.  The  resalt  is  still  in  doubt,  and  must 
bo  left  to  time. 

We  have  loofr  since  satisfied  ourselves  that,  in  chronic  diseases  and 
injuries  of  the  spinal  column,  there  is  more  benefit  derived  from  issues 
than  from  any  other  medication.  Our  own  method  ia  to  apply  a  cyl- 
inder of  potass/i  pura,  by  gentle  friction  to  the  skin  over  the  disease 
or  injury,  to  the  extent  of  the  slough  desired,  which  will  require  only 
two  or  three  minutes.  The  agent  is  then  neutralized  by  washing  the 
part  with  vinegar.  A  warm  ponltice  is  neit  applied,  and  renewed 
for  a  few  days,  until  the  slough  separates,  when  a  dressing  of  Savin 
Ointment  will  protract  the  discharge  indefinitely.  It  ia  thus  we  treat 
hip-joiut  disease  and  other  aualagous  affections,  and  find  no  occasion 
l^^^for  chloroform  or  the  hot  iron. 
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ratioQ  of  Jtnner'a  Statue,  5HB|  Suit  tor  Damagea  for  Uaing  Snlphorio  Etbet, 
690;  UaiTeraiCj  of  Lonisville,  692;  Aasooiation  of  Medical  Superlnlendentd  of 
American  lostttDtioDs  for  the  loaane,  593;  Address  ot  8.  TateB  Lev;,  Eaq., 
I  600;  Tapping  in  Oiarian  Dropay,  607;  Report  of  a  CoDnaillee  of  the  Bn^to 

Medical  Association  on  the  Preaentatlou  of  AccomplB,  608;  An  Epistle  apon 
Yellow  Fever,  6iD;  The  Cellege  of  Spirits  ia  Paris.  Olfl. 

I BnroB's  TiaLB 819 

l^^2  The  New  Orleans  School  of  Medicine,  B18;  Medical  Edacallon,  6H);  Highly  In- 
^^^B  strncEire  and  BignlBcBnt  Facts,  633;  AUaata  Medical  College.  623;  Discovery 
^^^H  of  Etherization,  623;  Medical  Quarreling,  624;  Bamlng  of  the  QnaranUne  Hos- 
^^^f  pitala  on  BUten  Island,  021;  Meam  et  Tuum,  626;  Free  Medical  Edncatioa, 
^^^^  616;  Bronzed  SWn  and  Snpra^renal  Capsulei,  6lG;  New  Medical  Joomahi, 
tit;  Profeseor  White,  of  Boiaio.  838;  Medical  College  of  Virginia,  638;  Al- 
L  bany  Medical  College,  «28;  BxplanaUun,  023i  Dr.  John  0.  P.  HoMeu,  619; 

I Professor  Pitcher,  B119;  The  Half-Yeaily  Abalract,  829;  College  Advertlw 

^^^B  meota.tiSO;  Senator  Sumner's  Ca«c.  630, 


THE     AUERICAM 


1^*  Delinquents  are  reminded  thEit  tvro  more  numbers 
complete  tiiis  volume,  for  which  they  have  paid  nothing. 
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I  JItnnraFtun.  U.D..Pnif.  nfCtln,  Hcd.sDdAui- 


iBitu  L.  Ckawoilx,  H.D  ,  ProfDBSDr  at  Ch>m[>- 
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E.  D.  PENNER,  M.D.,  Dean  of  the  Facultr, 

Mun,  Jtait,  ISiB,  No,  b  CU'oiidclet  Btr 
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Anne  DiA»,  &q,,  Pnif.  of  Hed.  JoiUpTndenM, 
HiivinD  ToinwBD,  U.  D.,  Prof.  o(  lUWri* 

Chuujb  H.  Pomm,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  ChBmtatrj 

1.  V.  P.IJiu(KBiBrBH,H,D..Prar,  uf  Obrtstiisi. 
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JOHN  V.  P.  QUACKENBUSH,  Resistrar. 


UNIVERSTTV  OF  NASHVILLE. 

TdoiubK,  Jiu(»u<u«,  U.  D..  pKifenoc  of  Aiu- 
taaj. 
J,  BttBOB  Lnoatm,  U.  D.,  ChemJ.try  and 

C.  K.  ^nnvK,  U.  D.,  lUt*ri>  MedJoi  md 

A.  H .  Bocmsjii.  M.  D..  Surgical  ADBtocoj 
ulPhfHiolugy. 

dBFueB  of  WoDui'tDd  Chhdren. 
P«n.  F,  t>«,  M.  D,,  Piof.  of  Prm.uid  llM.  of 

^T'Zbo^.u. M.  D.. InBlituto.«d  Pt«Uo, 
of  Itadlcln*. 
WimiM  T.  BRioofl,  H.  D„  AiijuBct  ProfBUor 

menclTW  alio  oa  tli«  am  MDnd.J  of  October. 
The  fBDneuee  »UM  H»plUl,  nodar  ths  dlncUoD  of  UiB  FkuUj.  i>  open  Is  tlie  Clui  frw  of 

A  Cllolqiie  has  Hera  s>tiMiih«d,  Id  eonaMtioD  itLtb  the  roiverallj,  it  wliLoh  opmLttom  «n 
perforintid  uid  am  prennibMl  foi  ind  Intiind  spoD  In  U»  prmtiite  of  the  cliu. 
ABOunl  of  F™forLeQln™l.«lu6;  )f«tricaI*tion  F«,  (p.ld  onoe  onl7,l  16;  PnK.ti«lAD.. 

""'"'°                                       PAUL  F.  EVE,  M.  D., 

Sjonui,  Tan.,  Jolj  IS,  18BY.                                                 Dru*  rf  Ihe  Fiufttg, 

CASTLETOjy  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 


npiit.    Knoll  Uotiiie  nill  »Dtiau<  four  niaaUiii.    Dagtw  u«  Hufemd 

,Piof.  of  Utteria  Media 
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l(.,Prot.orMod.Jurlap. 

ConTBOjr  U  FuCTi,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  AniMnT. 
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^ 


I 

I 


This  work  will  be  publiebed  in  a  aeries  of  Numbeni,  to  ba  iasaed  qanrterly. 
Each  Number,  of  quarto  size,  will  coatain  Irom  Fortj  lo  Siity  PagcB  of  Letter 
prean,  printed  od  Ibe  best  paper,  witb  Itlnstratlone  of  tbo  Caeea  drawn  from 
oatare;  nill  be  complete  in  tbe  topics  it  embrBces;  and  fffll  be  published  in  the 

ZdTo.    X. 

Case  of  Amputation  of  tbe  Entire  Lower  Jaw.  RemaikB  on  Ampntation  of 
the  Lower  Jaw.  ElepbantiaBis  Arabum  auooeBSfuUj  treated  by  Ligalureof  the 
Femoral  Astety,  witb  cases. 

z>ro.  a. 

Case  of  Exsectlon  of  the  Entire  Ulna.  Kemarks  on  Neuralgia,  with  Three 
Caaes  Biiccessfall;  treated  by  h^xsection  of  the  Second  Branch  of  the  Fifth  Fair 
of  Nerves,  beyond  tbe  Ganglion  of  Meckel. 

sTo.  a. 

Case  of  RfBtoration  of  the  Entire  Upper  Lip.  Remarks  on  the  Pathology  of 
Congenital  DielocatitiUB  of  the  Hip  Juliil,  witb  lIluBtrations. 

SJo.   4. 

Case  of  Exsection  of  the  Entire  Kadias.  Case  of  Essiction  of  tbe  Three 
Lower  Fourths  of  tbe  same  ISonc.    Remarks  on  Oateo-aneurism.  witb  a  Case. 

3M-0.  a. 

Case  of  Amputation  at  the  Shoulder  Joint  for  tbe  Removal  of  a  large  Osteo- 
fibro-CancerouB  Tumor  of  Iha  Bumerun,  »1th  Remarks  on  Ampatatioa  at  thia 
Joint.    Case  of  Penetrating  Gun-shot  Wound  of  tbe  Heart. 

Case  of  Double  Congenital  Dislocation  of  the  Hip  Joint.  Remarks  oa  Doable 
Capital  Operations,  with  Cases.  Hemarbs  on  the  Comparative  Merita  of  tbe  Par- 
tial Amputations  of  the  Foot.    Remarks  on  Amputation  tbrongh  Iho  Ankle  Joint. 

ZUo.    7. 

Suoocisfal  remoral  of  a  large  Fibro-cartiiaginouB  Tumor,  growing  from  the 

Sixth  and  Seventh  Eibs,  over  the  Region  of  the  Ueart.    Remarks  on  the  Treat- 

of  Varicose  Veins  of  tbe  Lower  Extremities,  with  Cases.    Remarlfs  on  the 
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Bem&rliB  on  tbe  Operatinn  of  Doable  CompticatiKl  Hare  Lip,  with  Cbbck.  Be- 
marke  on  tbe  Etiology  of  Congenital  DisIoaationB  of  the  Hip  Joint.  Remtirka 
on  tbe  Removal  of  tbe  First  Dreasinga  utter  OiipiUil  Amputations. 


and  crowded  IntititutionE.    Cane  or  Vesico- vaginal  Fistula  and  Stricture  of  tbs 
Vftgina.  with  Fonaiition  of  Two  Large  Urintirj  Calculi  io  the  VagiaB,  behind 
the  Stflcture— SpontaneouB  Cure  of  the  Fiatula, 
3S'o.    lO. 

Two  Casea  of  Ampulutiou  at  the  Hip  Joint.  RemnrliB  on  tbe  Anatomy  of 
Femoral  Hernia.  Caae  of  Epilepsy  treated  by  Tracheotomy,  and  weariog-  or  a 
Tracheal  Tube,  witb  Remarks.  RemarkB  on  tbe  Restoration  of  tbe  Entire 
Lotcer  Lip,  wIUi  Cases.  Casen  of  Aniaurosia  treated  with  tbe  Pomade  de  Oaa- 
dret  on  the  Sinciput. 

These  Numbers  are  iu  course  of  preparation,  and  will  form  oce  Complete 
Volume,  the  First  of  a  Series.    The  Firal  Number  will  appear  in  March,  1858. 

Tehu!<  or  StiBScniPTiON..— Eacli  Kuiuber,  75  cents,  to  1)e  paid  for  on  delivery 

LINDSAY  &  BLAKI9T0H, 

VkHadetptaa. 
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LIVER   OIL    JELLY, 


APPHOVED  BY  THE  NEW  YOEK  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICIHE- 
i  PER  fEJvr.  Piram  Jvottw^w  Oft,. 


The  marked  repugnance  which  many  invalids  feel  for  every  kind  of  oil,  and 
eepecially  for  Cod  Liver  Oil,  prevents  many  patiente  from  using  it.  cren  in 
caaaa  where  the  phyaiclfta  presoribea  it  as  the  only  remedy  foe  tbe  disease;  or 
if  the  invalid,  after  many  effort*.  TOGceeds  in  taking  it.  the  disgunt  and  repug- 
nance neutralize,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  good  effect  ol  the  remedy.  Oft^ 
dlBtrhtua  or  vomitings  injure  tbe  Btate  of  tbe  patient,  and  tbe  remedy  is  an 
injury  instead  of  a  benellt.  These  unplenaaat  efl%cts  are  entirely  obviated  \if 
the  use  of  my  Cod  Liver  Oil  Jelly,  The  invalid,  if  lie  follows  my  directloo, 
can  take  it  without  perceiving  the  leaat  taite  of  tbe  Oil.  I  also  particularly 
and  reapeotfully  call  the  attention  of  ptayeielana  to  the  mod^u  operandi  of  thiH 
JeUy  in  the  stomach.  Instead  of  this  feeling  of  nausea,  more  or  leas  painful, 
which  no  patient  eaoapes,  this  Jelly,  taken  almoat  without  taste,  is  gradually 
dlBSotved  in  the  atomoch.  The  Oil,  by  its  combination  with  tbe  sugar,  forms  a 
beneBclal  emalslon,  and  being  carried  in  this  manner  Id  an  inBniteaimal  mole- 
cular dIvliioQ,  every  particle  acts,  and  no  lose  of  tbe  remedy  can  happen. 
Invented  and  prepared  solely  by 

E.  QUERU,PrttcticHl  Chemist, 
ZVo.  13B  Fourth  Aveoue,  Vt.  7. 

FEJVFOLD,  CL,i  Y  St  CO.,  Agents,  No.  i  Fletcher  Street,  New  York. 
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The  undersigned  will'deUver  a  Private  Course  "  ON  MICROSCOPIC  ANAT- 
OMY AND  TBE  USE  OP  THE  MICROSCOPE,"  ut  Bellevus  HoBpital.  Its 
practical  application  to  the  stud;  of  healthy  aod  dlseMcd  tiraaea,  and  in  the 
diBguosifl  or  diaeaee,  will  be  thoroughly  denoostraied.  The  LeBBoaa  will  be 
full;  illiDttrated  bj  several  oxeelleDt  Mlcroraopea,  and  a  great  number  or  Irana- 
parent,  opaque,  and  injected  Bpeolmens  oftbc  TariODs  tissues  and  organB. 

The  Course  is  deaigned  for  practitionera  »a  well  as  for  Btudenta  of  tnedielue, 
Vld  will  coiiHLst  ot  Twelve  Leeeone,  tllrce  to  be  giTCD  each  week.    Ticket,  $1U. 
J.  W.  S,  GOULET,  M.D., 

72  East  Foupteenth  Stittet. 
REFEREJWES.- 
Prof,  A.  Clark.  M.D..  I         Jainee  B.  Wood,  M.D., 

■'     J.  T.  Metcalfe,  M.D.,  Prof.  W.  U.  Van  Huron,  M.D., 

T.  F,  Barkur.  M,  D.,  '-    C,  R.  Gilman.  M.D., 


Geo.  T.  Elliot,  Jr..  M.D, 


i.  Isaace,  M.D. 


NEW  YORK  OPHTHALMIC  8CHOOI,.. 

The  «nb«:ribpr  will  give  his  Smvkntu  Oniirse  of  Locturss  on  OPERATIVE 
OPHTHALMIC  SURGERY,  during  the  Winter  of  1858  and  '5B,  at  Ibe  Nrw 
York  Ophthalmia  Hospital,  No.  <i  Stuyvenaiit  Place,  near  corner  of  Third  Ave- 
nue aod  Ninth  Street. 

Clinical  Instmotioo  will  be  given  three  times  a  w«ek  by  DrL  Stephenson  and 
GarriBh,  the  Attending  Surgeons. 

Tickets  can  be  obtained  of  Dr.SWphenson,  at  his  residence,  IMI  Fifth  Avenue, 
corner  'i5tb  Street,  or  at  the  Instilu  tion, 

MARK  STEPHENSON,  M.D. 

New  Tons,  ScpL  Itl,  1858. 

:^  tJ <3t  :Ei  A.  XTH 
TONI-NUTRITIVE    WINE, 

Sanctioned  lij  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  and  prescribed  by  (be 
most  Eminent  Phfijiciani<  of  New  York  and  Paris  in  cases  where  It  gentle  tonic 
is  required,  and  especinlly  to  convalescents  from  intermittent  »nd  other  fevers. 

This  powerful  aid  to  re^taring  general  health  ia  composed  of 

HllMil  WIDE,  PERCVUN  BARK  mO  CICIO, 

Bud  has  been  fouail  most  efficEicious  I>y  all  who  have  used  it. 

WARD  &  SIMONIN, 

37  Bontli  WiUUm  St.,  IT.  7., 

Wholesale  Agents  fur  the  United  States, 
For  sale  at  retail  by 

L..  L.KBOY,  809  Broadway, 
C.  PATUUEL  &  CO.,  a92  Pearl  Street, 
ASS   A]Ui   RSSFBCVASUI   DHUOaZSTS. 
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OFFICES    OF 


J  Palmer's  Patent  Leg  and  Mechanical  Surgery. 

No.  378  Broadway,  N.  V., 
376  Chesnat  St.,  Fhila.,  A  19  Oreen  St.,  Boston. 


rfrenr.  '' 


t  ^ringflBlil, 


A    CARD. 

e  urgent  request 

letoae  pHtnioB  in  Boiiton,  abd  TarloDB  putBi. 

.  u  induced  tu  reliaqpiab  the  inannrBctnraof  ArtiOcUl  l<egs 

Uasa.,  BDd  to  open  an  oSce  and  mikDufHiitar;  at  in  Greaa  Street,  fiosb 
bsvenow  three  Instrtntiona,  to  wit:— at  Nkw  Yobk,  BoaTos,  aad  Phil 
cloBlvel;  devoled  to  this  branch  of  8ur);ical  art;  where  we  can  favor  City.  Hoqiila], 
and  Country  Patients,  of  ever^  clua  and  oondition,  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  viui  Ote 
most  pleading  auccesa,  with  arliOdal  limba  that  am  perfectly  natural  la  their  appeap- 
•nce,  easy  and  eminently  aerviceable  In  their  operatluna;  that  diBgnlae  mmt  peitectlf 
the  natural  loss,  and  an  Itvly  tcmemitaL  Kt.  Palmer's  ArtiScfat  hex  i»  withonl  an 
impartauttlTal,  either  In  iSnrape  or  America,  and  ia  worn  by  nearly  three  thousand 

ins  with  a'lonl^ing  sncceas,  apward  of  five  hundred  I'f  whom  ate  ladies;  and  we 

--  tliirty  vidividuali  eadi  walking  apOH  tuo  Artificial  Li.ji. 

in  the  prasecation  of  ocr  enlerpriie  we  have  SBsociated  with  os  an  experienced  phy- 
sician and  surgeon,  who  considers  well  and  disoreetly  the  anatomical  leaturea.  tha 
pbysluloKlcal  luid  pathologli^  conditiua  or  the  motilaled  member  no  attentively,  that 
both  Burgeons  and  their  palleata  msy  renow  the  utmobl  coufldence  in  oar  abiiil^  uid 
care  to  treat  aucceaafully  aad  aati^facturily  the  womt  forma  and  conditions  of  mnlllAted 

We  have  thus  far  been  able  to  keep  pace  with  every  improyeraent  and  humanltaiy 
cBhrt  of  the  o|ierating  surgeon  to  save  every  portion  uf  limb  that  la  passible,  in  con- 
■traeting  the  moat  usebl  and  beautiful  appliauue  for  the  parts  made  by  Chopart's  oper- 
ation at  tbe  Foot;  by  Bymea'  operation  at  the  Ankle  aud  Knee  Joints;  and  for  every 
portion  of  limb,  of  the  Leg,  or  Tbigh. 

In  this  respect,  as  well  as  in  the  peculiar  and  beaatiful  mechanism  of  thia  limb,  onr 
muUlaled  patients  are  most  aignallr  lavored  in  the  enj'wmeot  of  the  superior  beneflta 
whioh  science  and  art  afford,  and  which  have  not,  hitherto,  been  ateociated  In  Ibe 
practice  of  this  branch  of  SurEery.    Until  recently,  and  in  cnnneotlon  witb  thia  i 
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[oiliabon  upon  baniillaliiiD ! 
r  operatlona,  and  given  Ibem  a  tri- 


populai 
folTows 


misfortune,  and  heap 

Tbe  Bdence  and  art  which  bavB  diBtinguiahed  0-.  .^ . n -- 

nmphant  uid  happy  success,  we  are  pleased  to  know,  have  been  generouaty  appredaled 
ttnd  accredited  by  the  moat  prominent  surgeons  in  this  country  and  In  Europe,  our 
umerouB  patrons,  and  the  intelligent  community  In  general  In  Ekicbsen'b  new  an^ 
opularworkonOpcraliveBurgery  (London) ,  this  limb  has  been  honorably  Botloed  at 
''     -  ■-  wit:— "The  most  perfect  of  all  the  Artifloial  Lege  wo  now  poaseaa,  ia  ihl 

jd  by  Mr.  B.  P.  Palmar.    Thia  invention  received  the  Pbizk  MKn*i.  at  thi 

Wobi-d'b  Eihibitioh  of  IRRl.  It  merits  the  entire  confidence  of  tbe  Snreeoit."  It 
Velfejid'h  dlstliiguished  work  on  Sureery.  witb  notes  and  obaervaliona  by  Val 
UoTT,  H.D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery,  and  addltiuns  by  Ugoboe  C.  Blacehak,  M  D..  T 
Surgery,  is  the  foliomng  eitracl,  to  wit :— "  The  Artlflcial  Lt«  of  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer  nsa 
won  the  admiraUan  of  the  moat  prnmiuent  surgeons  In  Great  Britiun.  France,  and  thia 
QOuntry,  Tbis  certainly  la  one  of  tbe  greatMt  triumphs  of  American  [ngeuuity." 
These  limbs  are  very  darable,  yet  light,  tbe  average  weight  being  roar  pounda.  They 
are  applied  to  the  Uuderest  and  ahorlfst  stumps  with  entire  sncceas.  The  leg  Is  llnely 
venlllated.  In  this  country,  it  baa  been  eihibilcd  thirty-five  times,  and  in  every  in- 
stance received  the  oimrd  aft^  higheil  or  firil  prtmium.  The  patient  i*  enabled  U 
— 'k  immediately  upon  Itaapplicfttior  -^"- t-v-i.  ~~.  -..«~f — i  — j 


I..  Prof,  of 


will 


„ ^   .,  _, ,  witb  remarkable 

Pamphlets,  contamlng  valuable  inrormation 
it  gratii)  to  all  who  apply  to  Palheh 


Burge's  Apparatus  foi  Fractured  Thigh 

■  respectfullf  SRhmiCted  to  Ihe  examinntioa  odi]  criticisni  of  the  piofesaioQ.  It  ie  a, 
late  indention,  wbich  liis  elicited  very  favutiblo  tomment,  as  far  us  it  ia  known.  It 
has  lieen  thoroughly  testod  in  actiisl  practice,  and  has  pTadaced  the  raoBt  g'^tiCjiag 
resulti).  It  is  remarliablr  nimple  In  its  construction,  easilf  applied,  twmrortahle  to  tha 
patient,  adapted  to  fracture  of  either  limb  aad  to  patients  of  any  size.  It  ia  free  from 
all  the  oliJectiDua  towbicbthe  ordinary  atraight  splint  la  liable,  and  posseaeea  otbor 
new  features  of  great  pracUesI  amity.  By  it  the  cannter-ei[t«adlng  preaanre  is  con- 
fined to  the  nat«a  and  tuberosities  of  the  lachla,  and  does  not  at  all  impinge  n|ion  the 
front  of  the  groin,  hy  which  means  one  of  the  moat  freijnent  sonrcca  of  annoyance  and 
d(iDg«r  is  obviated.  No  put  of  the  body  \»  conSned  except  the  ii^jiired  limb  and  that 
lo  which  it  ia  immedlatelyarticDlated,  viz.,  the  pelvia;  tbna  the  chest  ia  left  entirely 
unrealrained,  and  muisii  freedom  of  motion  granted  to  the  vhole  upper  part  of  the 
body,  which  lends  greatly  to  the  comfart  and  health  of  the  patient. 
The  peWla  la  so  secured  aa  not  to  be  liable  to  lateral  motion  or  to  Bink  in  the  bed, 
ProTiaion  is  also  made  for  facility  of  defecaBon,  thns  ensnrlng  the  gfCBteat  possible 
deanlineaa,  and  preventing  the  neceadty  of  disturbing  the  patient  wben  his  bowels  are 
moved. 
tif  Hembeca  of  the  profeasion  may  ohUiD  this  apparatna  complete  ip  all  its  parta, 
,  by  sending  thiktv-kivb  DOLiiaa  by  mail  or  eipreaa  to  the  ad- 


ar.  B.  HOBAB.T  BTTAOIl,  lU.D., 


ir  WILLIAM  J.  BOKGE,  Tau 


13M  Uufficid  H 


Hew  Tork  Journal  of  Medicine,  Hay,  1 


:»  see  Transactions  American  Medical  Aawcin 


or  address  as  above. 


NO  T  I  C  E. 

The  BubEcribcT  having  removed  from  399  Broadway,  comer  of  Walker  Street, 
rU  orders,  la  fatue,  for  his  FreparotLDns,  are  Co  be  addreEn-d  to 
THOMAS  T.  GREEN, 
Apotuecihy, 
862  Broadway,  comer  of  14th  Street, 

DNIO.S'  PLACE  iiUl&L, 


nEDlCAL    PROFESSK 

*'  Ferruginous  Preparations." 


Woala  call  the  attention  of  PlijatclanB  and  Druggists  to  their  large  aanortmcnt 
o!  FemigiDoua  Preparations,  protected  by  a  coveriug  of  augar,  so  as  to  warrant 
their  lieeping  for  any  length  of  time.  These  Sugar  CiwlBd  Pills  or  l>rBg£es,  pre- 
pared by  Messrs.  Qarnier,  Lamouroux  &  Cie,,  of  Paris,  are  warranted  to  contuD 
the  tx/tet  proporlioru,  and  prepared  from  thy  aert/  pvrcsl  articlesj  the  foUoir- 
iii2  B,r«  a  few  of  tboM  we  can  furnish  in  any  guaiitiln  at  the  lawn'l  wholetah 
price,  viz;  lutlide  Lactate,  Itgdrogcnreiluffd,  Manganese  and  Iron.  ValUt't 
Citrate  and  Tartrate  of  Iron,  ulso  Quinine  Pills.  1  gr.  each;  all  the  combina^ 
tions  of  Extract  of  Copaiba,  Ci^eta  and  Iron,  Aaafatida  Pills;  all  the  attfc. 
ioide  in  granufea  of  ooe  firtietb  (1-50)  of  a  grain,  Ovinia  Pills,  1  at.  each;  aad 
other  B.  S.  Phanii.  Pills. 

PHYSICIANS'  PRESCRIPTIOIVS 

will  be  pnt  np  with  the  above  DragSee  or  Sugar  Coate<t  Pllla  only  when  pre- 
scribed; thas  for  abremtioa  8.  C,  at  the  end  of  the  pill  prewribed.  or  the  fall 
word  Dragfies  of  Iodide  Iron,  Ac..  Ac,  4o.  We  have  at  the  dispopal  of  the 
Faculty  correct  lists,  with  proportion  of  ectire  ingredients  in  each  Oragi^  or 
Pill.  By  Addrusaiug, 

DELLUC  Si.  CO.,  DixpeHsiiig;  IpotheearieS) 

635  BROADWAT,  wi\ 

380  Fonrth  Avenue. 
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MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


ORIGINAL    DEPARTMENT. 

I  A  Glanca  at  the  Hospitals   of   Berlin  and  Vienna — Tieatment   of 
Fractures  by  Envelopment  la  Plaster  of  Paria — Oeneral  RemaTk*. 

By  Geo.  StCKUir,  M.D. 

During  a  hasty  visit  at  tbe  capitals  of  Prussia  and  Auatria,  a  few 
IDooths  ago,  I  observed  some  facts  in  coaoectiou  with  their  hospitaU, 
Pirliich  may  perhaps  be  of  interest  to  the  readers  of  your  Joitraal. 

These  obser rations,  although  made  while  I  was  rapidly  moTiog 
from  place  to  placo,  seem  of  sufficient  interest  to  excuse  me  for 
attempting  to  commnuicate  what  could  be  so  much  more  fully  given 
hy  those  whose  longer  sojourn  at  the  cities  named,  render  them  much 
better  prepared  th&n  myself,  but  who,  from  one  cause  or  ariollicr, 
"hide  their  lights  under  a  bushel,"  aud  remain  silent. 

The  Charity  Hospital  of  Berlin  is  a  very  large,  weli-organized 
iDstitution,  under  the  direct  patronage  and  care  of  the  Government. 
Ita  Winter  wards  are  generally  about  half  the  size  of  the  priacipat 
flnrgical  wards  in  the  main  building  of  the  N.  Y.  Hospital,  but  those 
for  SumJiter  (in  a  fine  building  specially  reserved  for  use  during  the 
warm  season)  are  qnite  large  and  airy.  In  the  IVinfer  buildings 
there  is  an  attempt  at  artificial  ventilation  of  the  apartments,  which, 
although  of  evident  benefit,  is  scarcely  equal  to  the  system  at  the 
Beaujon  Hospital,  in  Paris,  aud  in  my  opinion  far  inferior  to  the 
thorough  methods  iu  use  in  the  first  class  hospitals  and  other  public 
DSlitntions  of  our  own  country.  The  hospital  also,  at  a  wAoU,  seemt 
41 
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to  ine  to  be  far  superior  to  the  average  of  those  under  the  Paris 
administration.  Like  those  of  the  latter,  everythfhg  is  systematized, 
but  there  appears  to  be  more  of  comfort  in  the  arrangements — a  some- 
thing in  the  general  order  of  things,  which  seems  to  convey  the 
impression  that  the  institation  is  for  the  taking  care  of  sick  human 
beings,  rather  than  of  sick  machines. 

At  meal  times,  a  portion  of  every  article  cooked  is  placed  npon  a 
table,  in  the  public  kitchen,  npon  which  also  stands  a  sample  of  each 
kind  of  wine,  or  extra  article  of  Inxnry,  intended  for  the  sick.  It  is 
the  duty  of  an  inspector  to  taste  some  of  each  before  the  provisions 
are  distributed  to  the  different  wards.  When  visitors  are  present, 
they  are  politely  asked  by  the  inspector  to  partake  of  some  of  the 
aftictes;  whick  request,  in  my  own  case,  was  complied  with.  I  found 
all  the  meats,  &c.,  as  well  cooked  and  seasoned  as  if  for  a  private 
family,  and  the  wines,  beer  and  spirits  of  a  fair  quality. 

The  wards  for  the  sick  contain  usually  13  beds  each,  which  are  not 
covered  np  by  the  close,  unhealthy,  heavy  curtains,  so  constant  in  the 
Parisian  hospitals,  but  open,  as  in  our  own. 

Although  I  visited  the  whole  of  the  institution,  I  spent  the  most 
time  in  the  surgical  wards,  especially  in  those  attached  to  the  service 
of  that  estimable  old  surgeon,  Fiingken.  The  practice  here  I  found 
very  much  resembles  that  in  the  first  class  American  institutions. 
The  surgeons  of  Berlin  are  not  weighed  down  by  the  incubus  of  con- 
ceit and  egotism,  which  so  hampers  the  practice  of  the  Parisians. 
They  seem  to  draw  good  from  all  sources,  and  to  be  readers  and 
stadents  of  the  practice  of  aU  countries,  keeping  np  with  the  progress 
of  the  age;  trying  all  new  discoveries  which  seem  reasonable,  and 
rejecting  those  found  worthless.  In  Fiingken's  service  I  saw  Chassaig- 
nac^fl  "  drainage  tubes"  in  common  use.  The  employment  of  small 
bathing  tubs  for  soaking  inflamed  arms  and  legs,  and  the  use  of  oiled 
silk  for  protecting  beds,  covering  dressings,  splints,  &c.,  put  me  much 
in  mind  of  our  own  practice. 

I  had  previously  heard  of  the  Berlin  method  of  treating  fractures 
by  encasing  the  limh  in  Plaster  of  Paris,  and  was  particularly  fortunate 
in  being  present  at  the  time  a  recent  fi*acture  of  the  leg  was  thus 
treated.  The  method  is  said  to  have  been  introduced  at  Berlin  about 
40  years  dgo,  having  been  brought  from  the  Cossacks,  Caucasians,  or 
Tartars,  (I  have  forgotten  which.)  It  gives  great  satisfaction  to  the 
Prussian  surgeons,  and  seems  well  adapted  to  the  treatment  of  frac- 
tures, nnd^  peculiar  circumstances,  such  as  when  the  patient  resides 
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■  mnd  Btrong 

^^^  ef  the  mixl 
^^^^L  the  pl&ster 


St  a  long  distance  from  the  Bargeoo,  or  when,  &om  reGtlesaoeHs,  deli- 
rium tremens,  or  some  other  cause,  baodages  and  ordiuary  spliuts 
caaaot  be  kept  properly  aijjasted.  The  process,  a«  I  saw  it  applied, 
was  as  follows:  The  limb  was  Grst  baodaged  with  many-tailed  baud- 
Ages  of  iJauuel,  which  had  beeo  prefiously  spread  with  Bimple  cerate 
or  lard;  then  enveloped  with  another  bandage,  covered  with  dry  pow- 
dered gypsum,  and  neatly  applied.  The  patieDl,  a  hearty  laboring 
man,  having  been  thoroughly  relaxed  by  chloroform,  was  then  sub- 
jected to  strong  manual  extension  and  counl^r'CXteiiBion,  until  the 
fragments  of  the  injured  limb  were  brought  in  their  proper  relations. 
The  limb  was  then  placed  tu  a  trough  resembling  a  fracture  box,  the 
sides  of  which,  being  on  hinges,  could  be  let  down  at  will ;  and  the 
extension  having  been  still  maintained  by  an  assistant,  a  snEhcient 
quantity  of  plaster  of  paris,  tatxtd  cold  as  if  for  taking  east*,  and  of 
about  the  consistence  of  thin  "mnsh,"  was  then  poured  in  the  box, 
enveloping  the  leg,  ancle,  and  instep.  In  a  few  minutes  this  became 
sufficiently  hard  to  allow  the  extension  to  be  dispensed  with,  and  in  a 
short  time  longer  the  whole  liad  consolidated  so  much  that  the  sides 
of  the  moulding  box  were  let  down,  and  the  casing  left  to  dry  rapidly 

tlie  atmosphere.  The  thickness  of  the  casing  averaged  about  three- 
fourths  of  an  inch,  and  seemed,  when  dry,  sufficiently  strong  to  resist 
My  violence  to  which  a  palient  is  ordinarily  snbjected,  while  awaiting 
the  consolidation  of  a  fractnre.* 

Before  the  casing  becomes  perfectly  dry,  the  date  of  the  "putting 
up"  of  the  fracture  is  scratched  upon  it.  It  is  left  on  for  four  or  five 
weeks,  and  when  removed  is  broken  with  a  hammer  and  chisel. 
Should  small  ulcers  occur,  or  any  inflammation  about  the  point  of 
injury,  threatening  the  conversion  of  a  nmpie  into  a  compound  frac- 
tnre,  a  small  circular  hole  ia  "  chipper] "  oat  with  n  chisel,  in  order 
tiiat  the  part  can  be  examined,  and,  if  necessary,  the  proper  dressings 
ftpptied. 

This  method  of  treating  fractures  is  applied  only  to  those  of  the 
leg  and  forearm.  It  ia  thought  to  be  highly  preferable  to  the  starch- 
ed bandage,  in  snch  common  use  in  other  cities,  as  the  plaster  in 
drying  t/<»s  not  shrink.     The  case  in  which  I  witnessed  the  application 

*  The  limb  slioald  not  be  allowed  to  rest  ab  the  bottom  or  the  box  or  trough 
at  ttae  time  the  plaster  is  ponred  in.  bat  should  be  bept  up  a  abort  dirlance.  to 
allow  on  amouat  to  Add  its  way  behind  the  limb,  aufflcient  to  runder  the  casing 
over  the  calf  or  (be  leg.  and  posterior  portion  of  the  lltnb  generall;,  as  thick 
and  Btrong  as  th&t  which  covers  tbe  front.  To  facilitate  the  equftl  spreadiog 
ef  the  mixture,  the  box  shoald  be  tapped  with  a  (mall  woodfo  bamiaer  whlla 
the  plaster  is  slill  fluid. 
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of  this  treatment  was  that  of  a  simple  fracture  of  both  bones  of  the 
leg,  of  only  16  hoars'  standing. 

The  Prussian  surgeons,  like  those  of  Paris,  as  an  anesthetic  use 
chloroform  altogether,  having  abandoned  sulphuric  ether  as  tedious 
and  disagreeabltj  and  as  not  possessing  sufficient  advantages  in  any 
way  over  the  first  to  warrant  its  substitution. 

In  the  Charity  Hospital  the  general  arrangements  of  the  wards, 
the  dressings,  baths,  cleanliness,  and  conveniences  generally,  reminded 
me  much  of  the  state  of  affairs  at  present  in  vogue  in  our  New  Tork 
hospitals,  and  seem  far  superior  to  those  of  the  French. 

There  are  many  advantages  for  students  at  Berlin;  and  as  Ameri- 
cans and  other  foreigners  are  not,  as  in  Paris,  a  drug  in  the  market, 
they  receive  much  attention,  and  have  as  good,  and  in  my  opinion  a 
better  chance,  to  benefit  themselves  by  studying  European  practice, 
than  in  any  other  of  the  great  continental  cities;  apparently  much 
better  than  is  to  be  had  at  Yienna,  to  which  place  Americans,  eilpe- 
cially  Bostonians,  are  beginning  to  give  their  attention. 

The  great  public  hospital  at  Yienna  is  a  very  large  institution,  con- 
taining two  thousand  or  more  beds.  As  a  school  for  diseases  of  the 
eye  and  skin,  it  is  celebrated;  and  as  a  hospital  for  the  study  of 
diseases  generally,  it  has  a  great  reputation  on  the  Continent.  It  is 
supported  by  the  Austrian  Government,  and  on  the  whole  appears  to 
be  well  managed ;  although,  owing  to  the  financial  embarrassment  of 
Government,  it  is  not  nearly  so  well  conducted  or  so  liberally  sup- 
ported as  it  would  otherwise  be.  It  is  not  so  neat  as  the  Berlin  Hos- 
pital, and  the  bed-clothes  and  patients  had,  to  my  eyes,  a  dirty 
appearance.  Many  facilities  are  furnished  medical  students,  and  in- 
struction in  all  branches  is  abundant  and  cheap.  The  steam  baths 
and  the  arrangements  for  bathing,  &c.,  on  a  grand  scale,  are  well 
worthy  of  attention.  As  at  Berlin,  the  cooked  food  and  other  edibles 
are  daily  inspected  before  distributing  to  the  sick;  each  physician  or 
surgeon  taking  turn  in  acting  as  inspector,  instead  of  the  business 
being  attended  to  by  a  permanent  inspector,  as  at  Berlin.  Living  is 
cheap  at  either  place,  and  the  facilities  furnished  foreign  students 
apparently  as  great  as  at  Paris. 
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pHiLiDELPBli,  October,  1858. 

Dear  Qjzettk — ^The  aaturanal,  and  especially  the  October  breezes 
blow  flt-rongly  in  the  direction  of  oar  city,  bearing  many  a  joiing 
Eaculapian  hero,  who  is  willing  to  stake  bis  life,  his  honor  and  his  fortune 
in  the  pursuit  of  our  noble  professioQ.  Already  our  streets  tear  teati- 
mony  to  the  presence  of  hnndreds  of  these  young  deTOteea  to  sciencf. 
We  eary  them  their  anticipated  happiness;  their  ignorance  of  the 
of  their  futnre  paths;  their  sweet  faith  in  the  flowery  character 
of  their  chosen  Journey  in  life.  We  are  disposed  to  esclaim,  that  all 
life,  physical  and  intellectual,  waa  created  for  the  yoong,  Imagina- 
tioa  i»  the  guiding  power,  and,  like  a  true  necromaucer,  shu  paints  her 
all  the  gorgeous  tints  of  the  life  rainbow  of  existence.  But 
Berlously  speaktug,  we  would  wilhugly  go  over  agaiu  the  period  of  out 
pupilage,  for  the  mere  pleasure  that  it  afforded  ns.  This,  however, 
cannot  be;  we  can  but  once  taste  the  great  cup  of  existence  here,  and 
then  it  is  dashed  from  our  lips  for  ever. 

How  changed  are  our  medical  highways  since  those  happy  days  of 
inrs.  Just  referre4  too;  we  look  around  iu  vain  for  the  cold  and  stately 
figure  of  a  Fliysic;  the  digoiGed  but  well-formed  person  of  a 
Dewees;  the  plain  and  humble  James;  the  mechanical  form  of  a  Hor- 
ner; the  joyous  steps  of  the  laugh-provoking  Chapman;  thewieryaud 
active  body  of  a  McClellan;  or  the  grand  tout  ensemble  of  a  Hare. 
Oae  alone  remains  of  tha  old  group — one  alone  may  still  be  seen  as 
he  was  seen  thirty  or  forty  years  ago,  in  his  spruce  black  dress,  carry- 
ing a  light  cane,  with  active  step  as  of  old — Professor  John  Redman 
Cox,  the  father  of  the  American  Dispensatory;  the  originator  of  the 
Philadelphia  College  of  Pharraacy;  for  five  years  the  editor  of  the 
"  Medical  Museum;"  long  the  professor  of  chemistry  in  the  venerable 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  longer  the  teacher  of  materia  medica 
in  the  same  school;  the  author  of "  an  Epitome  of  the  writings  of  Hip- 
pooratesand  Oalen;"  the  inventor  of"  Cox'e  Hive  Syrup,"  and  Che  moBt 
.learned  man  of  his  day  io  the  profession  of  medicine;  ho  whom  the 
.mericao  Medical  Association,  at  its  meeting  in  Philadelphia,  thought 


[  deceased,  and  a.  fair  and  muDlj  expositioD  of  the  intelleclnal  labors 
I  and  moral  and  Eocial  qaalities  of  his  friend. 

The  production  was  that  of  one  friend  for  another. 
Prof.  Grosa  followed  in  the  next  hour,  to  a  class  considerably  amall- 
'  er  than  that  of  the  new  professor  of  Pructice,      They  say  tbot  cooit 
parisouH  are  odious,  but  we  could  not  resist  drawing  the  following 
parallel  between  these  distingnished  teachers.     One  is  small  and  grace- 
ful in  person;  the  other  is  tall  and  rather  awkward.     One  is  round 
Toiced,  with  a  slightly  Irish  accent  in  liis  pronunciation;  the  other  is 
['father  obscure  in  his  elocution,  with  a  strong  German  accent.    One 
[  writes  smoothly  and  flowingly;  the  other  strongly  and  forcibly.     One 
I  grows  eloquent  when  speaking  of  his  profession;  the  other  warms  up 
r  patriotic  or  religions  sentiment.     One  coasca  and  persuades; 
I  the  other  dictates  and  commands.     They  agree  in  years  and  the  staud- 
r point  of  their  liTCS,    OnerepresentsPractice,  the  other  teaches  Surgery. 
The  class  attending  tht  introduction  is  about  the  average  size.    The 
I  tiamber  of  students  m  the  city  is  said  to  be  unusually  large  for  this 
r  period  in  the  session    The  venerable  professor  of  the  Institutes  of  Med- 
riciae  ia  the  TTniversity  delivers  the  first  lecture  of  the  season,  aittiug 
r  in  his  chair     Indeed  his  physical  powers  have  been  so  much  enfeebled 
I  J)y  a  fall,  and  advancing  yeara,  that  be  has  given  np  out-door  practice, 
W  and  confines  himself  to  such  patients  as  will  and  can  visit  him  in  his 
I  leffice.     To  them  he  exhibits  all  the  buoyancy,  cheerfnlness  and  jiro- 
lal  acumen  of  his  younger  days.      His  Introductory  lecture  was 
1  delivered  iu  his  nsnal  pleasing  style,  and  was  full  of  his  own  peculiarly 
f  original  modes  of  thought. 

But  two  profesEorshipR  have  been  vacated  and  filled  during  the  past 

^ear  ia  Philadelphia^that  of  Anatomy  in  the  Pennsylvania  College, 

I  r£lled  by  the  appointment  of  the  son  of  the  distingnished  surgeon, 

'  'George  McClellau;  and  that  of  Practice,  vacated  by  the  death  of  Dr. 

Mitchell,  and  filled  by  the  election  of  Dr.  Dickson. 

With  these  exceptions,  the  schools  go  on  as  they  did  last  year;  and 
the  clinics,  hospital  and  college,  are  the  same  as  nsoal.  The  number 
Lof  prival*  teachers  is,  however,  increasing  yearly,  many  of  them  com- 
r  ing  from  the  Southern  States.  Ko  doubt  the  reputation  of  Chapman, 
fiomer,  Mitchell,  and  othero,  who  claim  a  Southern  connection,  are 
the  magnates  to  draw  them  hither.  Philadelphia  medical  schools  have, 
however,  been  built  up  by  gentlemen  who  were  essentially  sons  of 
this  commnnity.  Physic,  Rnsh,  Wistar,  Cox,  Hare,  Dewees,  James, 
Barton,  Dorsey,  Jackson,  Leidy,  Smith,  were  and  are  native  and  "  to 


^ 
^ 
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national  subscription  which  is  to  reward  him  for  stealing  Dr.  Wells's 
diacovery  of  etherization,  and  for  swearing  that  he  and  Dr.  Jackson 
were  the  joint  inventors,  thus  gaining  a  bogns  patent,  and  now  claims 
to  be  the  sole  discoverer,  and  Is,  in  forma  pauperis,  begging,  with  hat  in 
hand,  all  over  the  country.  AniJ  strange  to  say,  physicians  are  found 
in  Boston  and  New  York  to  "  violate  their  code  of  ethics,"  by  collu- 
sion with  this  patent  monger,  and  aiding  him  in  his  schemes  of  villainy 
and  fraud. 

The  following  extract,  from  Senator  Smith's  recent  pamphlet,  will 
expose  this  conspiracy  to  extort  money,  for  the  benefit  of  Tuckermau, 
the  mail  robber,  now  in  the  States  Prison,  who  has  reason  to  carse 
Morton,  as  having  been  his  ruin.     Read  1 

"While  Morton  was  in  Washington  in  pursuit  of  this  object,  his  ex- 
penditures were  understood  to  be  very  lavish.  He  took  possession  of 
one  of  the  committee  rooms  at  the  House,  and  there  and  elsewhere 
proffered  to  members,  both  actual  and  lobby,  a,  profuse  hospitality- 
Champagne,  segars,  and  oyster  suppers  abounded,  atid  the  idea  seemed 
to  be  entertained  that  such  seductive  influences  would  aid  powerfully 
his  contemplated  foray  on  the  Treasury.  The  undersigned  must  not 
be  undei-stood,  in  making  this  statement,  to  speak  of  his  own  personal 
knowledge,  but  merely  of  what  was  currently  reported,  and  generally 
believed.  Being  well  assured  that  Morton  was  as  destitnte  of  pro- 
perty as  his  pretensions  were  of  merit,  it  was  for  a  long  time  a  pro- 
fonnd  mystery  to  the  undersigned  where  he  could  have  obtained  the 
means  to  sustain  so  much  profusion.  But  ere  long  the  vail  was  with- 
drawn, and  the  transaction  stood  revealed  to  the  world  in  its  true 
character. 

"  W.  S.  Tuckermau,  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern  Railroad  Company, 
was  detected  as  a  defaulter  early  in  the  summer  of  1855.  It  turned 
out,  on  investigation,  that  he  had  robbed  his  employers  of  little  short 
of  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars,  and  that  no  less  than  $50,000  of 
the  amonnt  had  gone  into  the  hands  of  Morton,  in  connection  with 
this  appeal  to  Congress — whether  by  way  of  purchase  of  an  interest, 
or  on  some  other  terms,  did  not  appear.  Tuckermau,  in  the  fall  of 
that  year,  was  prosecuted  for  emt>Bzzlement,  and  on  the  trial  Mr. 
Benjamin  T.  Reed  was  introduced  as  a  witness,  and  testified  that 
Tuckermaft  came  to  him  and  confessed  his  crime,  and  among  other 
things,  said  he  had  let  Morton  have  a  part  of  the  money.  Witness 
laid:  'He  begged  me  to  keep,  the  name'  (Morton)  'secret,  as'  (if 
L^nom)  '  it  wotild  prevent  him  fW)m  getting  the  money.    I  said  I  did 
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ores  adapted  to  obtain  for  those  pretensioaB  tho  sanctioa  of  Congress, 
at  a  cost  to  the  TreaBury  of  |1 00,000.  Tuckermao  was  Burprised,  on 
consultiDg  his  books,  to  find  how  much  he  bad  adraoced  to  Morton. 
Probably  he  was  jiot,  after  robbing  the  tJ.  S.  Mail  several  linieB,  very 
much  surprised  to  6nd  himself  (as  he  has  receutly)  at  the  Conuecticut 
States  Prison  at  Wetherafield,  What  an  admirable  fitness  was  there 
in  the  selection  of  sack  a  fliander  to  respond  to  lobbpng  exigencies  at 
Washington  I 

"  We  have,  in  the  facts  alluded  to,  an  explanation  of  another  mystery, 
and  that  is,  why  Morton  lias  not  persisted  in  his  solicitations  at  Wash- 
ington, particularly  as,  according  to  Tuckerman,  the  Secretary  of  War 
was  prepared  to  countenance  an  appropriation  of  $50,000.  Tlje  rea- 
son may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  every  cent  which  he  might  thus  ob- 
tain would  have  to  be  handed  over  to  the  Eastern  Railroad  Company, 
to  supply  (in  part)  asad  vacnum  in  their  exchequer,  made  in  the  man- 
ner already  explained.  Hence  Morton,  fully  determined  to  '  pnt 
money  in  his  purse,'  has  turned  from  Congress  to  the  public,  and  is 
now  appealing  to  the  humane,' the  generous,  and  the  affluent  to  rec- 
ognize him  as  the  author  of  Aneestliesia,  and  to  reward  him  as  such 
with  a  munificent  token  of  their  gratitude  and  esteem. 

"It  is  submitted,  that  Morton  has  no  moral  right  to  one  penny  to  be 
derived  froTn  his  pretensions,  even  though  those  pretensions  be  deemed 
genuine;  all  is  pledged  to  the  Eastern  Railroad  Company.  To  pass 
by  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  and  to  address  his  solicitations 
to  the  people  themselves,  (thns  ousting  the  company  of  all  beneficial 
interest,)  is  a  mean  artifice  or  subterfuge,  such  as  no  man  of  honor 
can  either  practice  or  approve.  Whether  Morton  shonid  succeed  in 
such  an  undertaking,  let  the  public  judge,  in  view  of  these  and  other 
facts  disclosed  in  tlie  subjoined  papers," 

The  following,  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Governors  by  Senator 
Smith,  has  been  ignored  by  that  body,  and  the  deed  is  donel 

Iiatter  of  Hon.  Tniman  Smitli,  lix.  tT.  B.  Sauator  from  Connecticut 
To  the  PTuident  of  the  Board  of  Gm-ernors  of  l/ir.  Almi/unise: 

Sir — The  undersigned  deems  it  proper  to  state,  for  the  information 
of  your  Hon.  Body,  that  for  and  during  tlie  32d  Congress  he  was  a 
member  of  the  U.  S.  Senate  for  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  that 
at  both  the  first  and  second  sessions  of  that  Congress  his  attention 
s  particularly  turned  to  the  subject  of  anaesthesia,  or  the  modern 
method  of  rendering  the  human  system  insensible  to  pain  while  under 
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this  question  of  authorship,  and  felt  constrained  to  refer  the  fact  to 
the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  country,  it  would  be,  to  say  the  least,  indis- 
creet to  assume  that  the  merits  are  with  W.  T.  G.  Morton,  and  to 
deny  to  other  parties  all  opportunity  to  show  that  the  fact  is  other- 
wise. 
Dated  at  New  York,  this  28th  day  of  September,  1858. 

(Signed,)  Truman  Smith. 

/  Protest  of  Mr.  'Wales. 

To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Almshouse: 

The  undersigned,  a  near  relative  and  the  next  friend  of  Charles 
Thomas  Wells,  a  minor,  under  21  years  of  age,  and  only  child  and 
heir  of  Horace  Wells,  late  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  deceased,  for  and  in 
behalf  of  the  said  Charles  Thomas,  now  here  offers  to»prove,  by  good 
and  sufficient  testimony,  that  the  said  Horace  **  was  the  original,  true 
and  first  distoverer  of  anaesthesia,  and  the  first  to  introduce  the  same 
into  practice;  and  that  W.  T.  G.  Morton  obtained  from  the  said 
Horace  Wells  full  information  of  and  concerning  said  discovery,  and 
is  entitled  to  no  credit  whatever  for  the  same;*'  and  the  undersigned 
respectfully  remonstrates  against  his  (the  said  Morton)  being  recog- 
nized as  such  discoverer,  and  against  the  payment  to  him  of  any  sum 
or  Sims  of  money  whatever  for  and  on  account  of  the  same. 

J,  Wales. 
Dated  at  New  York,  this  28th  day  of  September,  1858. 

We  have  seen  a  pamphlet  gotten  out  by  Morton,  containing  the  re- 
commendation of  numerous  medical  men  of  Boston  and  New  York,  that 
the  public  authorities  should  contribute  money  to  the  national  subscrip- 
tion, on  the  ground  that  Congress  ignored  both  Morton  and  his  preten- 
sions. But  how  could  Congress  do  otherwise,  with  the  depositions  be- 
fore them  of  Drs.  Mott,  Parker,  and  Francis,  that  Dr.  Wells,  of  Hart- 
ford, was  the  sole  inventor  of  anaesthesia?  These  same  medical  savans 
have  now  lent  their  names  to  bolster  up  the  piracy  of  Morton,  and  to 
urge  upon  other  people  to  reward  him  for  a  discovery  which,  on  oath, 
they  have  declared  belonged  to  Wells.  But  the  facts  are  coming  out, 
and  the  fraud  will  soon  come  to  a  dead  halt. 

"A  suit  has  been  commenced,  as  we  understand,  by  Dr.  Morton,  who 
claims  to  have  discovered  that  sulphuric^ther  is  an  anaesthetic,  against 
Dr.  Charles  A.  Davis,  the  physician  to  the  XJ.  S.  Marine  Hospital  at 
Chelsea,  Mass.    It  is  for  an  infringement  of  his  patent  for  the^  use  of 
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and  he  now  modestly  demands  of  Congress  $100,000  for  the  great 
discovery  of  the  anaesthetic  effect  of  sulphuric  ether!  Out  upon  such 
mendacity!  If  Dr.  Valentine  Mott  and  Dr.  Willard  Parker*  are  so 
weak  as  to  aid  and  abet  such  dishonesty,  they  will  share  their  honors 
between  them,  for  we  are  sure  the  profession  here  will  never  consent 
to  so  fraudulent  an  assumption.  The  truth  is,  ether,  which  every  one 
knows  to  be  the  original  and  only  substance  used,  never  could  be  le- 
gally patented.  It  would  be  just  as  reasonable  to  claim  a  patent  for 
some  newly-discovered  property  of  opium,  quinine,  or  any  other  well- 
faiown  and  long-used  medicine.  Any  one  has' as  much  right  to  breathe 
ether  to  the  anaesthetic  degree,  as  he  has  a  right  to  take  quinine  to 
the  extent  of  cinchonism,  or  opium  to  the  extent  of  stupor.  What 
would  you  say  to  claiming  a  patent  for  getting  fuddled  on  brandy  V 
—  Scalpel, 


•  m-'*^ 


Dr.  LEKS  REPLY  TO  Dr.  BOWLING. 

Dr.  Reese — It  is  not  my  intention  to  trouble  you  with  a  long 
article,  in  reply  to  Dr.  Bowling's  misrepresentations  of  Dr.  Paine  and 
myself,  in  the  October  Number  of  the  Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery.  Indeed,  it  will  probably  be  thought  that  an  invective 
so  unsavory  in  language,  so  destitute  of  any  attempt  to  disprove  my 
demonstrations  of  Prof.  Paine's  originality  in  the  matter  of  the  nerv- " 
ous  system,  and  so  abounding  in  false  quotations  and  perversions,  is 
not  entitled  to  the  courtesy  of  this  rejoinder.  But  the  side  issue,  by 
which  it  is  attempted  to  drag  Dr.  Paine  into  the  editor's  well-known 
tactics,  is  so  characteristic,  that  doubtless  the  readers  of  the  Gazette 
may  be  amused  at  his  expedients,  and  the  profession  be  still  further 
enlightened  as  to  the  dependence  which  is  to  be  placed  upon  the  edi- 
tor's statements  and  criticisms. 

It  is  well  known  to  the  profession  that  when  Dr.  Paine's  Medical 
and  Physiological  Commentaries  appeared  in  1840,  they  were  grossly 
misrepresented  by  two  London  Reviews,  and  that  Dr.  Paine  published 
a  scorching  exposure  of  this  scandalous  treatment,  and  which,  as  the 
able  editor  of  the  Virginia  Medical  Journal  expresses  it,  is  "em- 
balmed in  the  third  volume  of  the  Commentaries.''  That  exposure 
called  out  circular  letters  from  Drs.  Carpenter  and  Forbes,  to  which 
Dr.  Paine  rejoined,  and  that  rejoinder  is  also  enshrined  in  the  same 

*  We  understand  that  the  Morton  plan  was  concocted  at  Dr.  Parker's  resi- 
dence.   Query,  Was  this  a  new  phase  of  the ''  moral  insanity"  dodge? 
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volume  of  the  Commentaries.  In  that  reply,  at  page  4,  Dr.  Paine 
quotes  from  the  circular  letters,  where  their  authors  say,  in  reference 
to  Dr.  Paine's  "pamphlet''  in  which  the  exposure  is  made,  that '''it  is 
melancholy  to  think  that  so  much  time  and  pains  should  have  been 
stolen  from  tasks  of  usefulness,  and  expended  in  elaborating  a  work, 
which,  of  course,  no  human  being  will  read,  except  the  author  himself, 
perhaps  the  writer  of  the  inculpated  article,  and,  alas!  the  editor  of  the 
Review.'' 

Now,  your  readers  will  be  surprised,  if  not  indignant,  to  learn  that 
that  extract  is  not  only  garbled  by  the  Nashville  editor,  but  mon- 
strously enough  is  made  by  him  to  apply  to  the  Commentaries,  instead 
of  the  renowned  "  pamphlet "  to  which  alone  it  refers.  There  can  be 
no  extenuation  of  this  offence,  as  the  article  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
editor  when  the  fraud  was  perpetrated,  and  he  was  indebted  to  Dr. 
Paine  for  having  preserved  it.  Perhaps  this  should  be  enough;  but 
having  begun,  it  may  be  a  service  to  the  profession  if  we  show  how 
totally  this  writer  has  falsified  Dr.  Paine  in  the  quotations  made  from 
his  writings,  and  the  assurance  with  which  it  is  done  is  in  the  most 
characteristic  manner  : 

**  We  will  show,"  says  the  editor,  **  beyond  the  possibility  of  suc- 
cessful contradiction,  from  the  writings  of  Dr.  Paine,  an  unequivocal 
denial  of  nervous  influence  over  the  secretory  effort.  In  an  article 
upon  inflammation.  Dr.  Paine  says,  in  bringing  his  argument  to  a 
close,  *  it  will  therefore  follow,  according  to  the  foregoing  reasoning, 
that  since,  as  we  shall  show,  the  nervous  influence  is  not  necessary  to 
the  function  of  secretion  in  the  natural  state  of  a  part,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  it  when  the  part  is  inflamed.'  He  refers  to  experiments  of 
Dr.  Philip  to  prove  that  even  the  division  of  the  par  vagnm  did 
not  arrest  the  secretions  of  the  lungs  or  stomach,  but  actually  in- 
creased them." 

Here  the  same  deception  is  attempted,  and  no  reference  is  made  to 
the  part  of  the  work  from  which  the  editor  is  consummating  his  plan. 
So  far,  however,  from  implying  any  contradiction  of  the  anther's 
great  doctrine  as  to  the  "  Excito-Secretory  Function,"  even  in  this 
editorial  presentation,  there  is  none  whatever,  but  the  most  perfect 
consistency.  Were  it  otherwise,  the  author  would  then  have  contra- 
dicted himself.  But  we  have  never  been  able  to  find  a  single  contra- 
diction in  all  his  writings.  This  remarkable  consistency  has  been  con- 
ceded on  all  hands.  In  the  instance  before  us,  Dr.  Paine  was  briefly 
alluding  to  what  is  much  more  extensively  stated  in  other  parts  of 
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his  Institutes;  that  all  the  actions  of  organs,  secretion,  excretion,  muscu- 
lar motion,  &c.,  are  performed  by  properties  implanted  in  all  the  tissues, 
and  that  the  functions  of  organs  are  variously  influenced  by  the  nervous 
system,  not  dependent  upon  it.  These  are  his  fundamental  doctrines, 
and  he  has  dwelt  upon  tlie  distinction,  as  he  tells  us,  on  account  of, 
especially,  a  doctrine  which  has  obtained  with  many,  even  with  Mar- 
shall Hall,  that  the  organic  functions  devolve  upon  the  nervous  power, 
and  not  upon  the  vis  irudta  of  Haller,  which  Dr.  Paine  maintains. 
This  must  have  been  known  to  Dr.  Bowling,  (altiiough  he  concedes 
that  he  knows  nothing  of  physiology,)  for  Dr.  Paine,  in  his  article  on 
the  "  Rights  of  Authors,"  introduces  a  sentence  apparently  to  protect 
himself  against  the  supposition  which  Dr.  Bowling  perverts  into  a 
self-contradiction.  That  sentence  is  the  following:  "But,  that  the 
writer  may  not  be  misapprehended,  he  will  say  that  he  endeavors  to 
establish  the  fact  that  secretion  in  animals,  as  in  plants,  is  conducted  by 
powers  implanted  in  every  part ;  but  that  it  is  cxmstantly  influenced j 
physiologically,  pathologically,  and  therapeutically,  by  reflex  action  of 
the  nervous  system,"  p.  916.  The  misrepresentation,  therefore,  which 
is  attempted  by  Dr.  Bowling,  is  thus  rendered  suflSciently  palpable. 
But  it  may  be  worth  while  to  show,  by  a  quotation  from  the  Institutes, 
the  full  extent  of  the  artifice.  The  foregoing  extract  from  the  Nash- 
ville Journal  refers  to  a  paragraph  in  which  Dr.  Paine  is  illustrating, 
by  an  experiment  of  Dr.  Philip,  the  two  doctrines  just  recited,  namely, 
that  the  functions  of  organs  are  carried  on  by  powers  inherent  in  all 
parts,  and  that  the  nervous  power  is  capable  of  exerting  profound  in- 
fluences upon  them;  that  the  division  of  a  nerve  even  inflicts  a  shock 
of  great  violence.  The  paragraph  occurs  at  page  289,  where  the  au- 
thor, after  denying  that  *'  the  products  of  organs  are  generated  by  the 
nerves,"  goes  on  as  follows: 

"If  the  products  are  altered  by  impressions  made  upon  the  brain  or 
nerves,  it  is  because  the  nervous  influence  is  preternaturally  determined, 
as  a  morbific  agent  upon  the  organic  viscera,  or  because  the  influence 
is  withdrawn,  or  a  violence  done  by  interrupting  the  relation  of  parts, 
as  when  the  pneumogastric  nerve  is  divided.  Such  division  of  nerves 
may  have  all  the  eff'ed  of  a  morbifl>c  agent,  producing  congestion  and  in- 
flammation— the  very  division  of  the  nerve  determining  a  shock  of  the 
nervous  power  upon  the  organic  properties  of  the  part  to  which  the  nerve 
is  distributed.  But  in  the  instance  of  dividing  the  pneumogastric  nerve, 
the  gastric  jitice  and  the  pulmonary  mucus  are  secreted  in  preternatural 
ahv/ndanxxP  The  italics  are  mine. 
42 
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nessed  the  decided  advantage  which  an  advocate  of  general  informa- 
tion possessed  over  his  more  ignorant  opponent  ?  Let  the  case  have 
relation  to  some  real  or  alleged  instance  of  malpractice,  as  a  "  broken- 
bone  case/'  and  let  a  shrewd  lawyer,  who  is  a  good  anatomist,  (made 
so  perhaps  by  a  few  hours'  study  on  the  point  in  question,)  be  em- 
ployed, and  woe  to  the  reputation  and  influence  of  the  medical  wit- 
ness with  the  jury,  if  he  cannot  tell  the  name  of  every  little  process,  on 
a  corresponding  bone,  preseirted  to  him,  or  the  origin  and  insertion  of 
every  muscle  implicated.  It  is  undue  advantage,  I  grant,  which  is 
gained,  but  it  shows  that  "  knowledge  is  power."  And  while  it  is  af- 
firmed that  the  same  power  makes  itself  equally  felt  in  medicine,  it 
must  be  conceded  that,  on  scientific  subjects  generally,  the  various 
branches  of  natural  history  and  the  arts,  our  profession  is  decidedly 
in  advance  of  the  others.  There  is  something,  too,  in  the  natuie  of  our 
pursuits,  which,  beyond  any  other,  tends  to  produce  sound,  practical, 
common  sense.  A  late  President  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, in  his  annual  address,  says:  ''It  has  been  my  fortune  to  know 
many  of  my  professional  brethren,  practising  in  obscure  country  situa- 
tions, whose  talent,  sagacity,  and  practical  information  would,  under 
more  auspicious  circumstances,  shed  lustre  on  their  names  and  calling/' 
But  the  amount  of  what  we  can  usefully  do  for  our  patients,  when 
contrasted  with  this  aggregate  of  knowledge,  shrinks  into  compara- 
tive insignificance. 

But  it  is  our  design  to  apply  this  doctrine  particularly  to  midwifery, 
and  to  show,  by  practical  and  individual  references,  that  the  more  we 
knoWf  the  less,  generally,  we  shall  do.  In  the  sententious  expression 
of  Blundell,  selected  for  our  caption — "  Meddlesome  midwifery  is  bad. 

First,  in  the  order  of  nature,  comes  — 

Abortion. — It  is  our  purpose  to  speak  merely  of  the  use  of  the  tam- 
pon. Without  stopping  to  decide  the  mooted  question,  whether  the 
haemorrhage  proceeds  from  the  placental  superficiies  of  the  womb,  and 
always  implies  a  greater  or  less  detachment  of  the  placenta,  or  whether 
it  is  the  result  of  "  decidual  hypersemia,  an  exudation  from  the  dis- 
tended and  overloaded  bloodvessels  of  the  decidua,  without  rupture;'' 
in  either  case  the  premature  use  of  the  tampon  is  alike  injurious;  in 
the  former,  by  causing  a  remora,  or  accumulation  of  blood,  within  the 
uterus,  and  u.nder  the  edge  of  the  placenta,  which  it  separates  more 
and  more;  and  in  the  latter,  by  preventing  a  salutary  disgorgement 
from  the  overloaded  vessels  of  the  decidua,  which  condition,  previous 
to  the  eruption,  had  shown  itself  by  a  sense  of  fullness  and  weight, 
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rare  form  of  Datnral  labor,  slionld  be  lefb  to  be  completed  by  the 
natural  efforts,  since  neither  the  mother  nor  her  child  is  exposed  to 
any  more  danger  in  this  form  of  labor  than  in  the  most  usual  of  all." 
In  attempting  to  convert  a  "forehead  front"  into  an  "  occiput  front," 
we  are  often  unsuccessful,  and,  if  successful,  only  anticipate  what  na- 
ture often  does  of  herself.  The  general  rule  (to  which,  however,  there 
are  a  few  exceptions)  was  quaintly  expressed  to  me  by  an  old  practi- 
tioner of  large  experience,  when  speaking  on  this  subject:  "  If,"  said 
he,  "  I  find  the  head  coming,  I  say  to  myself,  ht  it  come." 

TV.  Rupturing  the  Memhrames  to  expedite  Labor, — Few  operations 
require  more  judgment.  Sustained  by  the  opinion  of  Dewees,  of  its 
efficacy,  in  certain  cases  and  conditions,  and  having  long  waited,  in 
vain,  in  a  cas6  of  tedious  labor,  the  temptation  to  interfere,  even  where 
the  OS  uteri  is  but  partially  dilated,  and  more  or  less  rigid,  is  very 
strong.  But,  if  performed  prematurely,  and  when  the  delay  is  to  be 
ascribed  to  other  causes  than  an  unbroken  membrane,  we  may  see 
canse  deeply  to  regret  our  error.  In  place  of  finding  the  head  ad- 
vancing at  the  succeeding  pain,  we  often  have  the  mortification  of 
meeting  a  strong  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  os  uteri,  as  if  it  resented 
the  ruder  contact  of  the  presenting  part. 

The  question  may  be  interesting,  why  more  injury  results  from  vol- 
untarily rupturing  the  membranes,  than  follows  a  spontaneous  rupture, 
at  the  outset  of  labor.  In  both  cases  impeded  action  of  the  uterus 
results,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  head  of  the  child  presses  unequally 
on  the  OS  uteri,  in  some  portions  more,  and  in  others  less;  and  hence 
the  tumidity  and  puffiuess  which  ensue.  When  the  rupture  happens 
before  the  neck  is  at  all  expanded,  the  uterine  circulation  better  ac- 
commodates itself  to  the  circumstances,  than  when  the  accident  oc- 
curs later  in  the  progress  of  labor. 

It  is  only  ih^. abuse  of  his  procedure  which  needs  condemnation;  for 
where  there  is  great  uterine  inertia,  or  an  inordinate  quantity  of  liquor 
amuii,  or  the  membranes  protrude  into  the  vagina,  and  are  very  tough — 
the  OS  uteri  meanwhile  dilated  or  very  dilatable — the  operation  is  safe 
and  eminently  successful.  So,  in  cases  of  alarming  prostration,  with 
obstinate  vomiting,  (labor  meanwhile  suspended,)  rupturing  the  mem- 
branes and  irritating  the  os  has,  in  the  writer^s  practice,  resulted  in 
the  happiest  change. 

V.  Nates  Presentations. — In  no  other  presentation  is  there  the  same 
demand  for  a  "masterly  inactivity."  The  welfare  of  both  mother  and 
child,  especially  the  latter,  is  at  stake;  for  if  the  soft  parts  of  the 
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YI.  Mechanical  Irritation  of  the  Os  Uteri  as  a  Means  of  expediting 
Labor, — We  now  enter  on  the  discussion  of  a  disputed,  but  important 
point  in  obstetrics.  Some  years  since,  it  was  claimed  by  Professor 
Hamilton,  of  Scotland,  a  man  of  most  extensive  experience,  (and  in 
his  views  he  was  supported,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  by  the  pru- 
dent and  judicious  Burns, )  that  the  os  uteri  should  always  be  dilated 
within  twelve  or  fourteen  hours  from  the  real  commencement  of  labor, 
which  is  betokened  by  regularly  recurring  pains,  and  a  tightening  of 
the  edges  of  the  os  uteri.  Spurious  pains  are  not  counted;  and  if 
there  are  intervals  of  repose,  caused  by  agitation  or  mismanagement 
of  any  kind,  there  being,  meanwhile,  no  injurious  pressure,  this  inter- 
val is  not  included;  but  the  limited  time  specified  above  dates  from 
the  recurrence  of  the  pains.  The  same  views  are  advocated  by  Prof. 
Miller,  of  Kentucky,  author  of  a  recent  work  on  midwifery.  These 
gentlemen  also  claim  that,  where  a  shortening  process  is  not  resorted 
to,  women  of  feeble  constitution  are  sometimes  destroyed  by  a  pro- 
longed first  stage,  (or  opening  of  the  os  uteri,)  the  uterus  becoming 
exhausted,  haemorrhage  ensuing,  &c. ;  and  as  an  instance,  adduce  the 
case  of  the  celebrated  Princess  Charlotte,  of  England.  Her  labor 
commenced  at  *J  P.  M.,  and  was  not  completed  until  3  P.  M.  of  the 
following  day,  a  period  of  twenty  hours.  They  also  claim  that  in  a 
prolonged  first  stage  the  child  usually  perishes,  as  happened  in  this 
case,  from  pressure  on  the  cord. 

Having  stated  the  claims  of  these  gentlemen,  we  proceed  to  speak  of 
the  means  by  which  tliey  would  expedite  labor.  As  preparatory, 
they  place  great ,  reliance  on  bleeding,  when  indicated  by  a  full  pulse, 
and  especially  in  rigidity  of  the  os,  from  premature  rupture  of  the 
membranes,  on  cathartics  and  enemas;  all  of  which,  if  indicated, 
should  first  be  tried.  But  if  the  pains  still  remain  infrequent  and  of 
little  power,  the  os  uteri  being  thin  and  lax,  we  are  instructed  to  in- 
troduce a  finger  to  the  os,  during  a  pain,  or,  if  necessary,  when  there 
is  none,  and  by  gentle  semi-circular  motions,  first  in  one  direction  and 
then  in  the  opposite,  for  about  a  minute,  to  ezdte  uterine  action.  The 
finger  is  to  remain,  between  the  pains,  and  the  excitation  to  be  re- 
newed, for  several  successive  pains,  more  or  less,  according  to  the 
effect.  This  is  claimed  to  be  a  vital,  not  a  mechanical  principle;  and 
it  is  denied  that  the  os  is  dilated  at  all  mechanically,  if  the  operation 
is  rightly  performed. 

On  the  other  hand,  Denman,  Ramsbotham,  Collins,  and  other 
English  authors,  prefer  and  recommend  patience  in  protracted  labors, 
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so:  a  few  pains  completing  a  labor  which  was  beginning  to  cause  ap- 
prehension. So  necessary,  to  some  women,  is  this  "  orificial  irritation," 
that,  without  it,  their  labors  are  greatly  and  unnecessarily  prolonged; 
and  with  it,  in  such  cases,  seldom  do  we  see  more  rapid  and  marked 
results.* 

Having,  as  we  trust,  established  the  principle  as  a  most  important  one, 
we  come  now  to  speak  of  its  abuse.  It  were  superfluous  to  repeat  Den- 
man's  old  caution  against  frequent  touching,  as  removing  viscous  se- 
cretions, and  by  mechanical  means  producing  a  sub-inflammation  of  the 
parts.  The  principle  not  being  one  of  mechanical  dilitation,  the  most 
that  is  allowable,  in  any  case,  is  so  to  press  the  finger  upon  any  lax 
portion  of  the  os,  as  to  equalize  the  stress  of  the  pains,  and  secure  its 
equable  dilatation.  Unfortunately,  we  are  supposed  to  be  able  to  do 
much  more  for  our  patients  in  natural  labor  than  is  at  all  consistent 
with  their  best  good,  especially  if  it  be  rapid  or  violent.  In  such 
cases,  the  less  we  do,  the  better,  if  so  be  we  inform  ourselves  as  to 
the  progress  of  labor.  If,  on  the  contrary,  our  manipulations  are 
frequent  and  violent,  we  risk  such  undue  uterine  action  as  may  result 
in  a  premature  rupture  of  the  membranes.  Tyler  Smith  says:  "The 
practice  of  taking  pains  has  caused  nearly  as  many  accidents  as  the 
ruder  forms  of  malpractice.  The  uterus  has  been  ruptured  by  the 
uterine  action  of  taking  a  pain,  and  a  fatal  convulsion  has  been 
caused  by  even  the  cautious  introduction  of  the  hand  into  the  uterus." 
Dr.  Ramsbotham  has  detailed  two  most  interesting  cases,  in  which 
rupture  of  the  uterus  occurred  while  careful  examinations  were  being 
made  at  the  acme  of  the  pains."  These  results  are  immediate ;  but  who 
shall  decide  how  many  of  the  hypertrophies,  the  indurations,  and  the 
ulcerations  of  the  os  uteri,  so  common  at  the  present  day,  may  be 
traced  to  unnecessary  manipulation  in  some  previous  labor? 

Omitting,  for  want  of  time,  the  discussion  of  other  topics,  involving 
meddlesome  interference  in  practice,  such  as  the  use  of  forceps,  and  of 
ergot,  retained  placenta,  and  placental  presentations,  we  only  add,  in 
conclusion,  that,  in  the  foregoing  remarks,  we  have  advised  the  cautious 

*Aq  intelh'gcnt  lady,  of  this  city,  the  mother  of  several  children,  removing 
to  New  York,  employed  a  physician  in  her  accouchement,  who,  for  some  reason, 
did  not  act  on  this  principle.  Knowing,  from  past  experience,  that  labor  was 
rapidly  impending,  and  that  assistance  had  previously  been  requisite,  to  central- 
ize her  pains,  she  would  not  suffer  him  to  leave  her  side;  and  in  this  way  a 
whole  day  of  intense  anxiety  was  spent.  Although,  at  the  time,  without  obvioug 
labor-pains,  she  at  length  said  to  him:  ''  Doctor,  if  you  don't  assist  me,  I  shall 
Bend  for  another  physician."  This  aroused  him  to  do  the  needful,  and  the  child 
was  bom.  with  only  two  or  three  pains. 
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ferry  or  bridge  /or  so  much  a  head.  Circus  companies  may  sometimes 
let  a  man  with  his  family,  or  his  negroes,  enter  for  so  much  a  head. 
Chicken  wagoners  may  sell  fowls  to  a  hotel-keeper  for  so  much  a  head. 
Stock-raisers  may  furnish  the  flesh  market /or  so  much  a  head.  These 
are  all  right  and  proper,  and  in  keeping  with  the  business.  But  for  a 
man  to  practice  medicine — that  most  responsible,  time-honored,  and 
noblest  of  all  professions — which  has  for  its  high  object  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  body  during  life's  temporal  existence — upon  which  so  much 
is  relied  in  the  hour  of  physical  suffering  and  despair — and  which  has 
been  distinguished  in  almost  all  ages  for  its  wise,  learned,  and  great 
advocates,  for  so  much  a  head^  cannot  be  too  severely  censured,  and 
ought  to  receive  the  condemnation  of  every  philanthropist. 

We  say  it  is  unprofessional,  because  its  tendency  is  to  bring  the 
Profession  into  disrepute.  It  is  illegal,  because  nowhere,  in  all  the 
past  history  of  th6  Science  of  Medicine,  can  there  be  found  the  least 
semblance  of  authority  for  it — neither  is  it  tolerated  by  any  of  the 
regular  schools  of  the  present  day — nor  is  it  authorized  by  the  medical 
board  of  the  state:  hence  it  is  usurpation  of  privilege.  It  is  unjust, 
because  it  robs  many  of  patronage  which  their  superior  qualifications 
and  honest  merits  entitle  them  to.  It  is  mean,  because  it  is  beneath 
the  dignity  of  the  Profession.  It  is  venal,  because  a  man  hires  him- 
self by  the  year,  as  he  would  his  own  servant ^  and  in  that  way  enslaves 
himself. 

The  practice  has  been  inaugurated,  and  is  still  pursued  by  a  few 
Charlatans,  who  care  nothing  for  the  dignity  and  honor  of  the  Profes- 
sion, and  are  forced  to  it  for  want  of  due  qualifications.  We  have 
come  to  this  conclusion,  because  we  have  never  seen  a  man  that  was 
really  qualified  and  learned  in  the  science,  that  would  deign  to  do  such 
a  thing.  So  generally  true  is  this,  that  whenever  we  hear  of  a  man 
guilty  of  it,  we  mark  him  as  a  quack,  and  as  one  who  has  not  medical 
learning  and  intrinsic  merit  enough  to  commend  him  to  the  favor  and 
patronage  of  the  people.  We  know  men  engaged  in  this  kind  of  prac- 
tice, who  are  just  beginning  business,  and  we  must  confess  it  is  a  very 
low  and  niggardly  claim  for  a  young  man  to  set  up.  Our  advice  to 
all  such,  is,  to  quit  physic,  and  do  something  for  which  they  are  quali- 
fied. Adopt  the  motto,  that  if  you  can  be  of  no  honor  to  a  profes- 
sion, be  sure  that  you  are  of  no  disgrace  to  it.  We  know  of  others, 
who  have  been  practicing  for  years,  and  have  amassed  wealth  by  a 
combination  of  extraneous  influences,  and  now,  that  young,  scientific, 
and  skillful  physicians  have  set  up  in  opposition  to  them,  relying  en- 
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physician  doable  the  amount,  or  the  usual  rates,  and  save  all  his  fam- 
ily. Well,  experience  and  observation  have  taught  us,  that  cheap 
things  are  of  little  value.  Hence  we  conclude  that  cheap  doctors, 
like  cheap  goods,  are  of  little  use. 

Many  people  are  ready  to  cry  out  against  the  Profession,  as  failing 
to  accomplish  the  object  of  its  institution,  and  impute  to  it  many  hard 
and  unkind  things.  But  we  ask,  in  all  candor,  how  can  they  expect 
any  better,  when  they  throw  all  their  patronage  and  influence  into 
the  hands  of  the  cheap  and  Uliterale  doctor,  while  the  educated,  intelli- 
gent, and  skillful  physician,  who  has  devoted  time,  money  and  labor 
for  the  acquirement  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  his  profession,  and 
upholds  its  dignity  by  contending  for  even  customary  rates,  and  refus- 
ing to  condescend  to  anything  uncourteous  and  unprofessional — is 
forced  so  abahdon  his  profession,  and  seek  other  means  of  support — 
or  plod  along  through  life  with  a  mere  pittance  as  his  share  of  public 
favor  and  patronage. 

This  is  certainly  a  deplorable  state  of  things,  and  is  tending  to  a 
degeneracy  of  the  Science  of  Medicine,  at  a  time  when  it  is  thought 
to  be  in  a  high  state  of  improvement  and  progression.  Let  this  evil 
only  continue  a  few  years  longer,  and  we  predict  for  the  science  a 
state  of  obscurity  and  bigotry  exemplified  in  the  dark  ages  of  the 
world.  The  successive  teachings  of  Hippocrates,  Stahl,  Boerhaave, 
Cullen,  B  'own,  Broussais,  Sydenham,  Harvey,  Jenner,  Rush,  Chap- 
man, and  many  other  great  and  shining  lights  in  Medicine,  will  be 
lost,  and  there  will  be  none  to  succeed  and  revive  them.  Then, 
instead  of  having  a  beautiful  Science,  as  we  now  have,  which  harmo- 
nizes with  the  laws  of  Chemistry  and  Natural  Philosophy,  and  is  so 
efficient  in  counteracting  and  subduing  the  pathological  conditions  of 
human  organism,  we  shall  have  a  mere  nominal  system — an  insignifi- 
cant wrecked  skeleton  of  the  existing  mighty  and  magnificent  ship. 
What  a  gi'eat  calamity  it  would  be  to  deprive  the  world  of  the  im- 
mense amount  of  learning,  skill,  and  usefulness  that  characterize  the 
ranks  of  the  Medical  Profession,  when  it  can  be  so  easily  maintained 
by  a  just  and  manly  reward  of  the  arduous  and  meritorious  labors  of 
the  qualified  physician. 

Patron,  we  exhort  you  to  reflect  ui>on  this  subject;  for  the  evil 
and  its  remedy  are  both  in  your  hands.  If  the  science  ever  does  fall, 
which  seems  to  us  inevitable,  in  view  of  the  evil  which  we  have  been 
discussing,  the  dreadful  curse  of  the  sacrifice  must  rest  upon  your  own 
heads.     For,  as  long  as  yon  continue  to  reward  medical  merit,  so  long 
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HYGIENE. 


In  every  eommnnity  medical  men  are  the  peculiar  guardians  of  the 
public  health.  Nor  are  they  self-constituted,  for  the  responsibility  is 
forced  upon  them  by  the  community  in  which  they  live,  and  the  pub- 
lic everywhere  demand  of  them  a  strict  accountability  in  this  regard. 
The  moral  responsibility  of  medical  men  is  equally  great  in  preventing 
disease,  as  in  relieving  such  when  it  may  exist.  Indeed  the  obligation 
is  more  weighty,  and  is  as  praiseworthy  as  disinterested.  The  study 
of  Hygiene  is  all  important  to  a  comnyanity,  and  the  prosperity  of 
cities,  especially  those  located  in  warm  climates,  is  greately  dependent 
upon  the  proper  observation  of  its  rules.  "  Of  the  potency  of  the 
medical  art,  in  its  hygiene  form,  to  strike  at  the  root  of  most  of  our 
febrile  and  many  of  our  inflammatory  diseases,  and  thereby  to  save 
life  in  the  best  manner,  that  is,  without  the  penalty  of  previous  suffer- 
ing, there  can  be  no  doubt;  and  if  the  attention  of  society  were  but 
once  fully  given  to  the  subject,  and  the  exertions  of  the  professors  of 
the  art,  thereby  directed  from  many  absurdities  that  now  engage  them, 
were  fully  turned  into  this  rational  course,  the  saving  of  life  would  be 
such  as  would  not  only  modify  our  tables  of  mortality,  but  affect  the 
fortunes  of  nations."  The  prosperity  of  cities  is  vastly  affected  by  the 
immunity  which  citizens  may  enjoy  from  diseases,  particularly  of  an 
epidemic  character.  As  each  warm  season  rolls  round,  it  is  the  duty 
of  every  inhabitant  of  crowded  cities  to  use  every  expedient  which 
will  prevent  the  emanation  of  noxious  affluvia  from  his  own  premises. 
This  he  owes  not  only  to  himself  and  immediate  family,  but  to  the 
community  generally.  Nor  has  city  authorities  any  moral  right,  even 
in  the  accomplishment  of  wliat  they  suppose  to  be  public  improvements, 
to  jeopardize  the  health  of  the  community.  Would  it  not  be  well  for 
city  authorities  to  submit  all  questions  relating  to  public  health  to  the 
local  Medical  Societies,  where  they  may  be  discussed  by  the  medical  men 
of  the  community,  and  their  combined  opinions  obtained,  as  to  the  pro- 
priety or  impropriety  of  carrying  on  certain  projects  more  or  less  con- 
nected with  hygiene. 

We  do  not  suppose  that  any  member  of  a  municipal  body  could 
think  this  a  reflection  upon  his  ability  to  legislate  for  the  public  good, 
for  we  are  taught  that  in  the  **  multiplicity  of  council  there  is  wisdom.'' 

The  local  society  would  not  presume  to  claim  that  then*  opinions 
should  be  uoconditionally  adopted,  but  should  confine  their  actions  to 
simple  recommendations.    We  will  give  the  results  of  experiments 
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recently  made  with  disinfecting  agents,  in  one  of  the  large  hospitals 
of  Paris,  La  Salpetriere.  These  experiments  were  made  to  "  Deutral- 
ize  the  noxious  effects  of  decomposing  jrganic  matter*'  in  this  crowded 
almshouse.  "  The  foUowing  general  propositions  are  stated  by  the 
committee  in  the  report:  1st.  The  volatile  acids,  nitric,  hydrochloric, 
acetic,  &c.,  may  in  certain  cases  bo  efficacious  by  neutralizing  ammo- 
niacal  animal  matters,  or  even  sometimes  in  effecting  a  chemical  modi- 
fication in  them.  2d,  Nitrous  and  suphurous  acids  in  some  cases 
produce  excellent  effects  in  de-oxygenizing  organic  substances.  3d. 
Chlorine  and  the  alkaline  hypochlorides,  the  best  disinfectants  known, 
decompose  all  organic  matters  iu  attracting  their  hydrogen.  4th.  The 
alkalies,  such  as  potash,  soda,  quick  lime,  ammonia,  &c.,  act  particu- 
larly by  neutralizing  carbonic,  hydrosulphuric,  and  perhaps  other 
organic  volatile  acids,  whose  nature  is  completely  unknown.  6th. 
Certain  soluble  salts,  whose  base  forms  with  sulphuric  an  insoluble 
sulphuret,  act  efficaciously  in  hydrosulphuric  gf>  <  and  hydrosulphate  of 
ammonia,  which  are  very  deleterious.  6th.  In  all  cases  ventilation  is 
the  indispensable  complement  of  every  dislDfecting  process." — Boston 
Med.  Sf  Surg.  Journ. 

Experiments  were  made  with  the  following  agents:  nitrate  of  lead; 
sulphate  of  zinc  with  snip,  copper,  and  a  salt  of  iron.  These  agents 
were  found  to  produce  the  desired  effects,  but  temporarily.  The  chlo- 
ride of  lime  was  found  by  far  the  most  efficacious.  In  the  use  of  this 
agent  an  unexpected  result  was  noticed.  For  several  drf)rs,  a  thick, 
white  vapor  of  hydrochlorate  of  ammonia  was  noticed  after  the  em- 
ployment of  the  chlorine,  owing  to  the  immense  quantity  of  ammonia 
with  which  the  privies  and  vaults  were  saturated,  and  which  was  not 
removed  by  the  processes  of  Ledoyeu  and  Tarnaudis,  (viz.,  by  zinc  and 
lead.) 

The  emanation  of  hydrochlorate  of  ammonia  after  placing  chloride 
of  lime  in  a  privy,  can  be  easily  proven  by  any  one.  This  is  decidedly 
the  best  disinfectant  known  for  such  purposes.  The  sulphate  of  iron 
(copperas)  is  admitted  to  be  a  fine  disinfectant,  and  is  more  perma- 
nent in  its  action.  It  should  be  thrown  in  the  pool  in  lumps,  and 
then  it  will  produce  its  good  effect  for  a  number  of  days,  for  its  solu- 
tion is  gradual,  and  the  chemical  combinations  with  the  emanating 
gases  from  the  pool  is  slow  but  effectual. 

In  the  Sanitary  Review,  April,  1858,  will  be  found  a  series  of  most 
interesting  experiments  by  Dr.  H.  Barker.  These  experiments  were 
made  upon  the  emanation  from  sewers  and  cesspools. 
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In  the  examination  of  air  from  sewers,  he  found  at  all  timeSi  mixed 
with  it,  carbonic  acid  gas,  solphoreted  hydrogen,  or  snlphide  of  am- 
monium. When  the  reaction  was  alkaline,  ammonia  was  evidenced. 
Dr.  Barker,  in  his  summary,  remarks  that  cesspool  emanations  are  poi- 
sonous. He  says  dogs  subjected  to  cesspool  air  were  more  or  less 
affected.  The  symptoms  were  those  of  intestinal  derangement,  folloi;|- 
ed  by  prostration,  heat  of  the  surface  of  the  body,  distaste  for  food, 
and  those  general  signs  which  mark  the  milder  forms  of  continued 
fever  common  to  the  dirty  and  ill-ventilated  homes  of  the  lower  classes 
of  men.  He  adds,  sulphureted  hydrogen  produces  vomiting  and  diar- 
rhoea first,  then  insensibility  and  entire  prostration. 

Sulphide  of  ammonium  produces  vomiting,  but  no  purging,  with 
occasional  tenesmus.  When  large  doses  are  administered  death 
occurs  speedily,  with  quickened  and  labored  respiration.  "  When  the 
administration  is  kept  up  in  small  doses  for  many  hours,  the  symptoms 
are  those  of  excited  thirst,  followed  by  rapid  sinking.  The  surface  of 
the  body  from  being  unnsually  hot  becomes  unusually  cold."  The 
tongue  is  protruded,  dark,  dry,  and  cold.  There  are  constant  jactita- 
tions of  the  limbs,  subsultus  tendinum,  feeble,  quick  pulse,  and  ulti- 
mately death. 

In  small  doses,  he  says,  carbonic  acid  gas  first  produces  difficult 
breathing,  then  prostration,  and  if  inhalation  is  prolonged,  diarrhoea. 
In  large  proportions,  itisensibility,  coma  and  asphexia  are  the  results. 
Dr.  Barker  attributes  most  of  the  bad  eff'ects  of  cesspool  air  to  the 
emanation  of  sulphureted  hydrogen,  which  is  always  present.  In 
view  of  these  facts,  most  of  which  are  known  to  all,  should  *we  not 
exert  ourselves  to  prevent  such  emanations  from  our  premises?  It 
would  seem  that  the  gratification  of  conscious  cleanliness  would  in* 
duce  citizens  in  crowded  communities  te  exert  themselves,  to  say  noth- 
ing of  the  potent  reason,  that  neglect  of  such  matters  may  bring 
disease  and  pestilence  in  their  midst.  Among  those  who  have  an 
utter  disregard  for  cleanliness,  and  the  lives  of  their  neighbors,  muni- 
cipal regulations  should  be  strictly  enforced,  to  secure  this  desired 
result. — Savannah  Journ.  of  Med. 


Abortive  Treatment  of  Bilious  Remittent  Fever. 

I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  say  anything  in  relation  to  the  causes  or 
symptoms  of  the  fever  which  prevails  during  the  summer  and  autum- 
nal months  in  this  region;  indeed,  an  article  in  this  number  of  the 
43 
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Journal,  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Charters,  h^s  made  it  altogether  super- 
fluous. I  will  therefore  state  in  a  few  words  the  treatment  I  have  for 
many  years  pursued  in  these  cases.  I  am  persuaded  to  do  this,  not 
that  I  have  originated  a  treatment  for  bilious  fever,  but  that  it  is  not  • 
the  one  generally  adopted.  From  conversations  held  with  several 
members  of  the  profession,  and  from  ascertaining  their  doubts  as  to 
ftie  utility  and  even  safety  of  the  course  I  propose,  I  avail  myself  of 
the  pages  of  this  Journal  to  urge  upon  those  who  still  doubt,  the 
adoption  of  this  mode  of  treatment,  under  the  conviction,  from  long 
personal  observation  and  practice,  not  only  of  its  safety,  but  of  its 
positive  efficiency.  It  not  only  curtails  the  duration  of  the  disease 
several  days  at  least,  but  is  a  sure  preventive  of  the  sequences  and 
local  determinations  that  have  so  often  attended  these  fevers  and  ren- 
dered them  formidable.  Take  a  case  as  an  example.  The  physician 
is  called  to  a  patient  with  bilious  remittent  fever;  he  finds  him  with  a 
hot  dry  skin,  frequent  pulse,  flushed  face,  pain  in  the  head,  back  and 
limbs,  frequently  with  irritable  stomach.  The  usual  course  pursued, 
(at  least  in  this  section  of  the  country,)  is  to  subject  the  patient  to 
what  is  ternaed  "  preparatory  treatment,"  in  order  to  bring  him  to  such 
a  condition  that  he  may  take  quinine.  The  time  consumed  in  this 
preparation  may  vary  with  different  physicians.  My  own  observation 
tells  me  that  it  is  valuable  time  lost.  The  quinine  may  be  administered 
at  once,  at  any  stage  of  the  disease  in  which  the  physician  first  sees  it, 
without  regard  to  headache  or  "  head  symptoms."  My  practice  has 
been  to  administer  on  mj  first  visit  the  following  formula: 

»  B — Chlor.  Hydr.  Mit.  grs.  viij  xii. 

Sulph.  Quinine  xx  xxx. 
Sulph.  Morph.  gr.  ss.    Pill  No.  8. 

Two  of  these  pills  being  administered  every  three  hours,  followed 
some  four  or  six  hours  after  the  last  dose  by  a  mild  cathartic,  should 
the  bowels  be  inactive.  I  have  never  been  disappointed  in  the  result  of 
this  treatment.  You  find  your  patient  on  the  following  morning  (almost 
invariably)  free  from  pain,  in  a  free  and  copious  perspiration,  often 
with  the  quinine  skin,  that  is,  a  skin  below  the  natural  temperatnre 
and  with  a  "  clammy  perspiration,'^  yet  with  a  perfectly  normal  pulse 
— a  pretty  certain  indication  that  your  patient's  fever  has  left  him, 
not  to  return.  A  simple  diet,  with  attention  to  the  condition  of  the 
bowels  for  a  day  or  two,  and  your  patient  is  restored  to  health.  I 
have  occasionally  found  it  necessary  to  repeat  the  above  treatment, 
bnt  these  cases  are  the  exceptions  to  the  rule.    Let  me  add  that,  in 
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seventeen  years'  practice  iu  the  "  low  country"  of  Georgia,  I  have 
never  met  with  a  case  of  pure  bilious  remittent  or  intermittent  fever 
that  did  not  admit  of  this  treatment.  I  do  not  assume  to  myself  that 
I  have  made  a  discovery,  or  that  this  treatment  is  new,  but  I  do  assume 
that  it  is  but  little  practiced  in  this  region;  yet  so  invariable  has  been  its 
success  in  my  hands  that  I  cannot  forbear  urging  it  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  those  who  have  not  tried  it,  or  still  stand  in  awe  of  that  powerful 
sedative  quinine^  trusting  that  it  may  prove  as  satisfactory  to  them  as 
it  has  ever  been  to  myself. — Savannah  Journ.  of  Med. 


In  the  late  work  of  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie,  *'  Mind  and  Matter,  &c.,'* 
we  find  the  following 

PILL    FOR    PHRENOLOGT. 

But  I  might  also  refer  to  still  more  numerous  instances  in  which 
the  phrenological  examination  of  the  head  has  proved  to  be  a  failure. 
You  may  perhaps  regard  me  as  being  in  some  degree  a  prejudiced  wit- 
ness, and  I  will  therefore  merely  refer  you  to  an  account,  published 
some  years  ago,  of  the  visit  of  Dr.  Gall,  the  inventor  of  the  science, 
to  Sir  Francis  Chantrey's  studio;  when  he  pronounced  the  head  of 
Sir  Walter  Scott  (who  had  not  the  smallest  turn  for  mathematics) 
to  be  that  of  a  great  mathematician;  that  of  Traughton,  the  mathe- 
matical instrument  maker,  to  be  the  head  of  a  poet;  and  at  the  same 
time  discovered  the  indications  of  a  superior  intellect  in  another  head, 
the  living  proprietor  of  which  had  certainly  as  little  claim  as  Any  man 
could  possibly  have  to  be  thus  distinguished. 

But  even  if  the  errors  of  phrenology  were  less  numerous  than  I  be- 
lieve them  to  be,  that  would  not  go  far  toward  convincing  me  of  the 
value  of  their  art.  It  is  not  very  difficult  for  a  clever  observer  of  hu- 
man nature  to  form  a  notion  of  some  part  of  a  man's  character  in  the 
course  of  a  brief  conversation  with  him;  and  an  enthusiast  in  phre- 
nology may  very  honestly  persuade  himself  that  he  has  obtained  from 
the  examination  of  his  head  that  knowledge  which  he  has  really  ob- 
tained from  otheft  sources.  Then  observe  how  comprehensive  the  fac- 
ulties and  propensities  of  the  phrenological  system  are  supposed  to  be. 
A  large  development  of  the  organ  of  destructiveness  in  the  head  of 
Hare,  the  murderer,  explained  how  it  was  that  he  was  led  to  murder 
sixteen  human  beings,  that  he  might  sell  their  bodies.*     But  in  the 

*  A  Bystem  of  Phrenology,  by  George  Combe,  6th  edition,  vol.  i,  262,  Ao. 


head  of  another  person  nho  never  committed  a  murder,  it  ie  aafBcieot 
to  find  that  it  exists  in  combiDation  with  a  dUpositioD  to  satire,  or  to 
deface  mile-stonea ;  and  in  the  bearer  and  sqoirrcl,  it  espIaioH  how  it 
IB  that  these  animals  are  impelled  to  cut  and  tear  in  pieces  the  bark, 
leaves,  and  brunches  of  trees,  for  the  iuuoceot  purpose  of  conatruct- 
ing  their  cabins  and  uests.  So  the  large  size  of  the  organ  of  acqnisi- 
tirenesa  not  only  leads  one  person  to  be  a  thief  and  another  to  board, 
but  it  also  ejtplains  tlje  habits  of  the  spendthiift  (who  does  not  hoard 
ftt  all) ;  and  it  impels  storks  and  swallows  to  return  after  their  migra- 
tions, to  establish  themselves  each  succeeding  year  in  the  same  locali- 
iy.  Following  these  examples,  I  do  cot  see  that  a  phrenologist  can 
be  mnch  at  a  loss  in  finding  a  character  for  any  individual  suited  to 
the  peculiar  configuration  of  his  head.  But  oliserve  further,  if  a.  diffi- 
culty were  to  occur,  how  easily  it  may  be  explained  away  by  an  in- 
genious phrenologist.  If  ever  there  was  a  race  of  thoroughly  remorse- 
loss  murderers  in  the  world,  such  were  the  Thugs  of  India.  Genera- 
tion after  generation  they  were  bom  and  bred  to  mnrder.  They  look- 
ed to  murder  as  the  source  not  only  of  profit  bnt  of  honor.  Dr.  Spry 
sent  tbe  skulls  of  se?en  of  these  demons,  who  had  beeu  hanged  at 
Saugor,  to  some  phrenological  friends  in  Scotland.  To  their  surprise, 
destrnctiveness  was  not  a  predominant  organ  in  any  one  of  them,  But 
the  anomaly  was  soon  esplaiued.  The  Thugs,  it  was  said,  had  no  ab- 
stract love  of  mnrder,  but  murdered  for  the  sake  of  robbery.*  It 
would  not  be  easy  to  show  that  there  wa.-*  any  difference  between  the 
Thugs  and  Hare,  or  Burke,  or  Bishop,  in  this  respect. 


Bj  Db.   Fenneb,  of   New   Orlenas. 

Soon  after  I  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine,  I  received  from 
my  brother,  Dr.  Robert  Fenner,  of  Jackson,  Tennessee,  a  recipe  for 
an  emmenngogue  which,  be  said,  was  not  to  be  found  in  any  medical 
book  of  the  day,  but  bad  been  given  to  him  by  our  father,  a  practi- 
tioner of  forty  years'  experience,  and  he  bad  gotten  it  out  of  an 
old  English  work,  then  extinct,  written  by  a  Dr.  Falk,  of  London. 
I  was  told  that  it  was  an  excellent  emmenagogue,  more  especially  in 
that  painful  form  of  obstructed  meastiuation  called  dysmenorrhcea, 

'  lodtR,  Pictorial  nod  HiBtorical,  LoDdoD.  ISSt,  p.  3£6, 
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and  that  it  waa  remarkable  for  almost  JDvarlably  caoGing  fraitrnlaess 
in  the  cases  of  young  married  womeu. 

The  following  is  the  origioal  recipe  and  directions:  B.  Gum  goaiac, 
one  ounce;  balsam  canadens,  1  OQUce;  ol.  GasaafraB,  3  drachms; 
mere,  corrosiv.  BUblmiat.  1  scrapie;  rect.  Bpt.  vini  (alcohol)  8  oz.  "Dia- 
eolTe  the  ga&iac  and  balsam  in  one-half  the  spirit,  and  the  corroaiva 
Eobiimate  in  the  other.  Let  the  gaaiac  and  balsam  digest  for 
several  days;  then  ponr  off  the  clear  liqnor,  mix  with  the  subli- 
mate and  add  the  oil.  Dose — ^ten  or  tweuty  drops  night  and  morning 
in  a  glass  of  wine  or  water,  pro  re  nata," 

This  waa  called  by  Dr.  Falk  "  tinctura  antacrida." 

I  have  contiuned  to  use  this  prescription  for  dysmenorrhffia  ever 
Bince  I  first  received  it,  and  with  the  most  satisfactory  results.  I 
have  given  it  to  my  brother  practitioners  wherever  I  hare  lived,  and 
they  have  all  pronounced  it  the  beat  remedy  they  ever  used  for  this 
complaint.  It  is  only  very  recently  that  I  accidently  discovered  in 
the  teuth  edition  of  EUia'  Medical  Formulary  the  same  recipe,  though 
not  exactly  the  same  directions  for  preparing  it.  (See  page  IS9  of 
that  work.)  It  is  there  placed  amongst  his  alteratives,  with  the 
commendation  of  Mr.  Emeraou  and  other  practitioners  of  Philadel- 
phia, in  lues  venera,  etc.,  but  no  allusion  whatever  is  made  to  its  ad- 
mirable virtues  as  an  emmenagogue.  Dr.  Falk  also  used  it  in  lues, 
and  I  myself  have  had  some  intereeting  experience  of  its  virtues  in 
that  disease,  bat  I  shall  confine  my  remarks  at  present  to  its  effects 
in  dysmenorrhcea  and  sterility. 

DiTtdiona. — I  usually  direct  the  patient  to  begin  a  day  or  two  be- 
fore the  expected  period,  and  take  tweuty-five  drops  in  an  infusion  of 
sage  or  sweetened  water,  night  and  morning,  until  the  discharge  ia  freely 
established;  then  cease  till  the  next  period.  In  obstinate  and  severe 
cases,  the  medicine  should  be  commenced  a  week  or  ten  days  before 
the  period;  and  if  the  pain  appears,  the  medicine  should  be  taken 
every  four  or  six  hoars  till  relieved.  The  pain  usually  disappears  as 
soon  aa  the  discharge  becomea  free;  but  in  moat  cases  the  discharge 
comes  on  without  pain  after  taking  a  few  doses.  I  have  known  im- 
mediate relief  to  be  given  by  a  dose  taken  in  the  paroxysm,  but  I 
have  seen  cases  in  which  the  pain  was  excruciating,  cansing  shrieks 
and  even  violent  convulsions.  In  such  I  have  had  to  resort  to  a 
more  prompt  and  efficient  anaasthetic,  as  the  inhalation  of  chloroform,  or 
the  following,  which  I  have  often  known  to  act  like  a  charm:  B.  Spirit 
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EDITOR^S    T-A.BLE. 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION.— Philadelphia  versus  New  Tork. 

Oar  neighbors  of  the/ Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  now  of  Phil- 
adelphia, have  inaugurated  their  new  weekly  issue,  by  a  "  Students' 
number,"  nearly  the  whole  of  which  is  occupied  by  the  detail  of  the 
numerous  colleges,  schools,  hospitals,  infirmaries,  dispensaries,  &c.,  of 
their  "  adopted  city,"  each  of  which  is  made  the  subject  of  glorifica- 
tion, in  proof  that  Philadelphia  is  the  "  recognized  centre  of  the  West- 
ern world  I"  All  this  is  very  well  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  we  may  be 
allowed  to  claim  for  New  York,  that  our  capabilities  and  facilities  for 
medical  instruction  are  worthy  of  some  consideration,  and  will  bear 
an  honorable  comparison,  in  extent  and  value,  with  the  vaunted  pre- 
tensions of  our  sister  city. 

Let  us  examine  the  summary  of  the  Reporter  in  detail,  viz. : 

Philadelphia  has  Medical  Colleges        .            .  .              4 

Hospitals             .            .            .  .19 

Dispensaries  .             .             .  .               3 

Special  Lecturers             .            .  .12 

Practica>l  Anatomy    ...  2 

Office  Instruction  and  Grinding  .  .12 

Colleges  on  Collateral  Sciences  .              3 

Making  a  total  of  "  Institutions"  of  .  .  .55 

which  we  are  told  employ  150  physicians  and  others. 

And  now  for  the  comparison. 

New  York  has  Medical  Colleges          ...  3 

Hospitals               .             .             .  .25 

Dispensaries     ....  5 

Infirmaries             .             .             .  .         6 

Special  Lecturers         .            .            .  12 

Practical  Anatomy            .             .  .4 

Office  Instruction,  Grinding,  &c.          .  ^      25 

Cliniques   .             .             .             .  .12 

Colleges  and  Schools  collateral             .  .         7 

Making  a  total  of  "  Institutions"  of  .  .  .98 

giving  employment  to  over  350  physicians. 

The  colleges  have  commenced   their   winter  course  of    lectures 
here,  the  introductories  having  been,  delivered  respectively  by  Profes- 
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list  of  medical  geotlemen  who  had  added  their  siguittureii  to  a  docn- 
meat  giving  him  (Dr.  Morton)  the  credit  of  the  discovery.  The  rea- 
son of  my  requeet  for  the  withdrBiiral  ot  my  Dame  was,  that  1  became 
COnviDced  ou  strong  evidence  afterwards,  that  Dr.  Mortou's  claim  was 
Bet  Dp  years  after  Dr.  Wella',  aod  for  the  same  gaseous  agents. 

I  huve   been  as  Encciiict  as  I  well  could  in  my  opinion,  and  you  wiQ 
believe  me,  Very  respectfully  yours,         Isaac  E,  Taylob, 


The  Uedioal  Faculty  of  tbe   University  of  Michigan.  blockiDg  tbe 
wheels  of  the  Board  of  Regents. 

We  have  watched  irith  more  than  commou  iutei-eat  the  progress  in 
edacatioual  matters  of  our  young  and  enterprising  neighbors  in  the 
West,  especially  those  residing  in  the  States  of  Michigan,  Iowa,  and 
Wisconsin,  all  of  whom  have  to  such  an  extent  been  the  beneficiaries 
of  tbe  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  grants  of  !aad,  that  they 
are  enabled  to  estalilisli,  without  taxing  themselves,  a  system  of  pub- 
lic schools,  free  as  the  prairie  winds,  adequate  to  the  intellectual  wants 
of  the  entire  population;  whether  tliey  may  be  preparing  for  profes- 
sional pursuits,  for  mercantile  life,  for  the  work  shop,  or  for  that  noblft 
employment,  the  cultivation  of  the  soil. 

Having  for  several  years  been  cognizant  of  the  extent  of  ihtir  oda- 
cational  resources,  kuowijig  them  to  be  a  young,  energetic,  and  withal 
an  ambitious  people,  who  inthe  construction  of  their  social  edifice  had 
not  to  begin  by  clearing  away  the  debris  of  ancient  institutions;  and 
moreover,  finding  ourselves  attracted  to  them  by  the  social  amenity  of 
some  of  their  medical  men,  with  whom  wc  iiavo  had  the  pleasure  to  be- 
come acquainted;  and  as  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion— feeling  an  anxioos  soncitude  that  no  occasion  of  offense  should  be 
given  to  it,  by  neglect  on  the  part  of  any  of  its  members  or  constitu- 
ent bodies,  to  embrace  or  improve  every  opportunity  which  presents 
itself  for  exalting  the  standing  of  the  medical  profession,  by  requiring 
of  tho^  desiring  to  enter  it  to  undergo  a  more  thorough  prepara- 
tory training — we  have  become  particularly  attentive  observers  of  the 
acts  of  their  medical  men,  whether  having  the  effect  to  advance  or  re- 
tard the  progress  of  the  profession  in  that  particular  direclion. 

The  readers  of  the  Gazbtte,  who  have  treasured  up  any  of  the 
thonghts  we  have  been  wont  to  give  expression  to  on  the  important 
Bubject  of  the  preparatory  education  of  medical  students;  or  have 
caught  one  spark  of  entliosiasm  from  the  altar  fires  annually  kindled 
by  our  national  council ;  will  eympathize  in  the  surprise  with  which  we 
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him  to  admission  to  the  freshman  claas  of  the  class  coarse  of  the  University, 
to  be  certified  hj  the  proper  professors  of  that  coarse.  This  resolatioa  shall 
take  e£fect  on  first  day  of  July  next.  / 

During  the  discussion  which  this  resolution  elicited,  Professor  Sager 
and  Palmer  were  called  before  the  Board,  both  of  whom  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  passage  of  it  would  be  destnictive  to  the  Medical 
Department,  by  reducing  the  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  to  a 
point  of  numerical  insignificance,  thus  making  the  quantity  rather  than 
the  quality  of  the  material  sent  forth  from  their  institution  the  test  of 
its  utility. 

When  gentlemen  bearing  the  honors  conferred  by  a  college  profeS" 
Borship,  emanating  from  an  institution  so  endowed,  that  their  remu- 
neration is  in  no  wise  dependent  upon  the  contingent  of  numbers  in 
the  medical  classes,  and  sharing  the  responsibility  which  attaches  to 
membership  of  the  National  Association,  so  far  tarnish  these  honors, 
and  ignore  these  responsibilities,  as  to  open  the  doors. of  their  lecture 
rooms  to  ignorance,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  a  magnificent  cata- 
logue, we  are  reminded  of  the  object  for  which  our  National  Associa- 
tion was  formed,  and  painfully  impressed  with  the  fear  that  we  shall 
never  see  its  objects  achieved. 

We  well  remember  having  expressed  our  doubts,  at  the  time  of  his 
election,  of  the  fitness  of  Dr.  Tappan  for  the  presidency  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  as  the  common  head  of  the  medical  and  its  cog- 
nate departments,  for  lack  df  confidence  in  his  medical  orthodoxy. 
The  part  he  is  represented  as  having  taken  in  this  discussion,  and  his 
concurrence  in  the  recommendations  of  the  committee,  who  strove  to 
inaugurate  a  new  era  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University, 
requiring  candidates  for  admission  to  submit  to  a  preparatory  exami- 
nation, make  it  our  duty  to  retract  what  we  said  on  that  occasion^ 
and  to  accord  to  him  not  only  our  sincere  approbation  for  this  perform- 
ance of  duty,  but  the  confident  assurance  that  it  will  everywhere 
meet  with  the  approval  of  the  intelligent  members  of  the  profession. 
Our  friends,  the  recusant  professors,  we  must  turn  over  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 


•  •4 


"BELLIiVUil  HOSFITAIi— AN  IMMENSE  GROGSHOP!" 

Governor  Anderson  announced  to  the  Board  at  its  last  meeting 
that,  in  his  official  judgment,  **  the  Belle vue  Hospital  had  become 
nothing  better  than  an  immense  grogshop*' 
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eTanescent;  the  latter  caa  be  better  gaiued  throagh  the  professional 
joarnals,  Id  accordance  with  oar  code  of  ethics,  and  will  be  enduring. 
The  offense  is  rife  among  our  New  York  anrgeons,  and  certain 
Medical  Journals  have  severely  rebuked  it,  unjustly,  as  we  hope  and 
believe,  impnting  self-laudation  to  the  surgeon  bimselF  for  such  adver- 

^tiBemeDtB. 
luTltliie  Laymen  to  Surgical  Opetatjons. 

Since  tbc  above  waa  written  the  following  advertisement  appears  in 
the  daily  papers.  We  italicize  that  portion  which  is  a  flagrant  viola- 
tion of  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Asfociation, 
whose  "  moral  power  "  should  insist  upon  "  regret"  as  en  atonement  for 
the  offense. 

Here  it  is,  a  specimen  of  the  quackery  of  the  times,  of  which  all 
parties  ought  to  be  ashamed. 

"  Bdkout  Ltclures. — By  a  notice  elsewhere,  it  will  be  seen  that  Dr. 
J,  W.  Francis  will  deliver  the  address  at  the  opening  of  the  winter  course 
of  clinical  lectures  at  Bellcvno  Hospital,  on  Monilay,  the  ISth  iust.,  at 
one  o'clock,  P.  M.  An  invitation  to  attend  is  extended  to  members  of 
the  profession.  No  tickets  will  be  demanded  at  the  gate  on  the  oc- 
casion. The  fee  for  the  year,  howerer,  is  five  dollars.  After  the  ad- 
dress, Dr.  James  R,  Wood  will  exsect  the  lower  jaw.  He  will  also 
eisect  the  opper  jaw  of  a  male  for  necrosis,  induced  by  exposure  to 
the  vapor  of  phosphorus  in  the  mannfacture  of  matches.  The  doctor 
will  also  make  some  remarks  on  the  disease  and  growth  of  bone,  and 
tht  opparlanili/  wUl  he  an  exalltnt  tmefirr  laymtnw/Uise  -aerves  are  strong 
tnough  to  witness  these  terrible  and  diffitidl  operations,  Prof,  Post 
has  notified  his  students  that  he  will  exsect  the  knee-joint,  at  the  am- 
phitheatre of  the  University  Medical  College,  at  1 1  o'clock  to-morrow." 


^: 


Inebriate  Asylum  at  Bingbamtou,  K,  T. 

The  recent  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  this  patriotic  and  philan- 
thropic institution,  with  appropriate  ceremonies,  is  an  event,  the  im- 
portance of  which  cannot  easily  be  overrated.  As  only  ihq  inception 
of  the  benevolent  design  of  its  founders,  yet  as  aObrding  promise  of 
the  early  coasummation  so  long  prayed  for  by  multitudes,  whose  sym- 
pathies have  been  awakened  for  the  nnhitppy  victims  of  intemperance, 
yet  even  this  sigu  of  progress  will  be  hailed  with  enthusiasm,  wherever 
16  pnrposei  of  an  Inebriate  Asylum  are  appreciated.    And  to  no 


MEDICAL     GAZETTE.  687 

What  with  beneficiaries,  broken  fees,  notes  never  paid,  and  dead  heads,  to 
be  deducted  from  the  gross  aggregate  of  a  class  ;  to  compound  at  $50, 
or  even  $25  a  piece,  would  be  a  lucky  hit  for  many  colleges  we  wot 
of,  \yho  may  profit  by  the  lesson,  and  no  longer  be  taxed  for  incidental 
expenses  at  the  close  of  each  session,  thus  paying  roundly  for  the  pri- 
vilege of  lecturing,  and  tlie  prestige  of  prefixing  Professor  to  their 
names.  Let  them  jrather  take  the  honor  of  giving  "  Free  Medical 
Education,"  by  gratuitous  lecturing,  and  then  if  the  students  will 
"  fork  up"  for  incidental  expenses  merely,  in  cash,  at  the  rate  of  $50 
each,  they  can  retain  their  titles,  and  out  of  the  surplus  pay  themselves 
better  than  they  can  hope  to  do  under  the  old  regime  of  nominal  fees, 

which  too  often 

*'  Keep  the  promise  to  the  ear, 

Aod  break  it  to  the  hope.'^ 


"  Coming;  Events  Cast  their  Shadows  Before." 

The  following  is  from  our  London  contemporary,  and  our  readers 
will  be  prepared  to  respond  to  the  wish  expressed  in  the  closing  para- 
graph, that  medical  as  well  as  academic  degrees  may  be  conferred  on 
the  meritorious  and  qualified  students  only,  irrespective  of  the  school 
in  which  or  the  faculty  by  whom  they  have  been  taught.  The  exami- 
nations will  then  no  longer  be  a  farce,  when  conducted  before  an  inde- 
pendent Board  ;  and  a  diploma  thus  earned  will  no  longer  be  a  mere 
certificate  that  the  pupil  has  paid  a  certain  amotmt  to  his  teachers,  who 
are  hence  expected  to  endorse  him  as  authorized  and  licensed  to  prac- 
tice Medicine,  Surgery  and  Midwifery,  '*in  toto  mundo  ;"  though  in 
very  many  cases  these  newly-fledged  doctors  are  known  to  be  without 
any  practical  knowledge  or  clinical  training ;  and  often,  when  they 
are  notoriously  ignorant  of  the  orthography  of  their  mother  tongue. 

It  is  a  singular  fact,  that  our  British  brethren  should  adopt,  in  the 
London  University,  the^precise  plan  which  the  profession  in  America 
have  been  so  long  urging  in  vain  upon  our  own  colleges  and  schools. 
But  we  unite  in  the  hope  that  a  "  better  day  is  coming."  Read  what 
follows. 

"  New  Charter  to  the  University  of  London. — The  University  of  Lon- 
don has  received  a  new  charter,  which  will  exert  a  considerable  influ- 
ence on  medical  education.  Candidates  for  degrees  will  not  for  the 
future  be  called  upon  for  certificates  as  to  where  or  how  they  have  ac- 
qoired  their  knowledge.    They  will  merely  have  to  produce  testimo- 
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nials  of  age  and  good  character  to  entitle  them  to  examinatioD,  and 
the  examination  passed,  the  degree  most  be  conferred.  This  is  a  great 
step  in  advance.  The  day  may  come  when  the  same  principle  will  be 
recognized  in  medical  education,  and  teachers  will  then  be  stimulated 
to  attract  students  by  the  value  of  their  lectures,  not  by  the'  facility 
with  which  they  grant  certificates  of  attendance  on  lectures  ;  students 
are  compelled  to  attend  before  they  are  admitted  to  examination.-— 
Med,  Times  and  Gaz,,  Feb.  21,  1868. 


••% 


Professor  Martyn  Paine. 

The  late  controversy  in  some  of  our  Medical  Journals,  in  relation 
to  the  excito-secretory  nerves,  and  the  claims  to  priority  of  discovery 
between  Drs.  Marshall  Hall,  Campbell,  Allen  and  Paine,  continoes 
to  be  protracted  in  the  Nashville  Journal,  the  editor  of  which  is  fully 
committed  to  the  claims  of  Dr.  Campbell,  and  seems  resolved  to  have 
the  last  word. 

Dr.  Paine,  meanwhile,  must  have  been  gratified  at  the  tone  of  the 
medical  press  towards  himself  personally,  and  in  reference  to  his  sev* 
eral  publications,  all  of  which  have  been  reviewed  in  terms  of  just  ap* 
preciation,  and  highly  complimentary  to  their  author. 

We  confess  to  no  little  pride  and  pleasure  to  find  that  our  venerable 
and  venerated  fellow  citizen  begins  at  length  to  be  estimated  as  hia 
age,  experience,  scholarship  and  industry  deserve;  and  this  even  by 
those  who  have  been  educated  into  medical  doctrines  antagonistic  to 
those  of  which  he  is  so  able  an  expositor.  His  "  Medical  and  Physio- 
logical Commentaries,"  "  Institutes  of  Medicine,"  "  Essays  on  Vitality 
and  Remedial  Agents,"  &c.,  constitute  together  a  monument  to  the 
memory  of  the  author's  profound  learning  and  signal  ability  of  which 
New  York  and  her  University  may  well  be  proud.  See  Dr.  Lee's 
reply  to  Dr.  Bowling,  in  this  number. 


>•♦ 


OVARIAN  DROPS7. 

We  have  lately  witnessed  a  fatal  case  of  this  formidable  disease,  in 
this  city,  which  possesses  some  points  of  interest  worthy  to  be  recorded. 

^he  patient,  Mrs.  Huldah  Green,  was  a  widow,  fifty  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  her  death.  About  four  years  since,  her  health  begin- 
ning to  fail,  her  physician,  Dr.  Miles,  detected  an  ovarian  tumor, 
which  continued  to  increase  slowly  at  first,  but  after  a  year  or  two 
developing  itself  with  great  rapidity,  and  terminating  in  dropsy;  and 


although  she  was  Hubjectcd  to  the  usaal  alterative  and  diuretic  reme- 
diea,  all  of  whith  held  in  repute,  huviug  been  faithfully  tried;  the  dis- 
teusion  of  the  abdomen,  by  the  fluid  witliiu  the  bac,  rendered  ttippiug; 
imperative  as  early  as  May,  1857,  wheu  ei^fht  gallous  aud  a  half  of  a 
limpid  fluid,  but  slightly  albuminous,  were  obtained  by  the  first  tupping, 
with  unspeakable  relief  to  the  patient.  Very  soou,  however,  the  sue 
filled  again,  demanding  a  repetition  of  the  operatiou;  and  bo  again 
and  aguiu,  uutil  the  multiloeular  character  of  the  tumor  became  well 
marked,  aud  a  number  of  additional  sacs  were  filled,  retjniriug  separate 
punctures,  below,  above,  and  within  the  umbilicus,  and  afterwards  lat- 
erally towards  the  setui-lunarls,  tlias  necessitating  the  use  of  the  trocar 
Beveral  times,  so  as  to  afford  relief  to  the  disteusion.  In  the  progress 
I  of  the  operations  called  for  at  longer  or  shorter  intervals,  latterly  but 
1  few  days  elapsing  before  the  distension  required  this  palliation,  the 

■  eharacter  of  the  fluid  obtained  very  essentially  changed.     At  first 
I  limpid  and  greenish  in  color,  it  became  of  a  consistence  requiring  a 

■  Tcry  large  caoula,  being  nearly  of  the  thictuess  of  the  white  of  an  egg. 
Preceding,  and  sometimes  succeeding  this  thick  mucilage,  a  thin  and 
transparent  fluid  would  flow  sometimes  to  the  extent  of  quarts,  aud  even 
gallons;  when  again  the  cauu!a  would  become  blocked  with  the  form- 
er thick  discharge,  and  often  varying  in  color  and  consistence,  afi 

I  thoHgh'coming  from  differeut  sacs  couimuuicating  with  each  other, 

p  'I'he  quantity  drawn  at  a  single  tapping  varied  from  seven  gallons  and 

^  ft  half  to  two  or  three  gallons,  towards  the  terminatiou  of  the  case. 

After  several  of  the  operations,  the  tincture  of  iodine  was  injected 

into  the  sac  through  the  cauula,  which  was  sometimes  plugged,  and 

.  left  in,  while  at  others  all  the  fluid  was  removed,  and  the  canula  suCTer- 

I'Od  to  remain  for  hours.     Noue  of  these  menns  produced  any  sensible 

1  Irritation  or  inflammation  of  the  sac  or  tumor,  but  neither  did  Ihey 

*  ipem  to  retard  the  disease.     The  later  tappings,  however,  yielded  a 

purulent  matter  frora  some  of  the  sacs,  but  no  fcetor  accompanied  it 

until  shortly  before  death.    She  was  tapped  hy  Drs.  Miles,  Downes,  and 

myself,  tiiirty-five  times  in  all,  within  fifieeu  months,  and  ouo  hundred 

V  uid  sixty-nine  gallons  were  obtained  in  the.  aggregate.     Durinir  the 

l.inturrals  Mrs.  Green  was  able  to  walk  about,  travel  long  distanuea 

a  railroad  cars  and  steamlioats,  without  uinch  discomfort,  until  a  few 

[  weeks  before  death.     She  was  an  intelligent  and  amiable  woman,  aud 

l-'bOTQ  her  sufferings  like  a  Clirisliau,  for  such  she  was,  living  and  dying. 

By  her  explicit  direction,  u  post  mortunj  was  made,  aud  the  able 

I  services  of  Dr,  Gouley  having  been  secured,  we  are  promised  a  report 
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of  tbe  dissection.    The  patliological  specimen  is  preserved  in  the  c 
net  of  Bellevue  Hospital. 


Advertiaemeuts  Eztxaordlnary. 

A  school  teacher  was  lately  advertised  for  in  a  neighboring  villagi 
with  an  X.  B.  attached,  riz  : 

1^-  So  dandy,  wearing  spectacles,  carrying  a  sword  cane,  or  s] 
ing  a  handful  of  charms  to  bis  watch  chain,  need  apply,  as  that  Idn& 
havt  been  tritd  already. 

Since  then  we  have  had  sent  to  us  a  decided  improvement  0 

"Wanted,  in  a  western  town,  where  the  people  are  civilized,  ayODnn 
physician,  well  qualified  for  general  practice  in  his  profession. 

"  1^  JVola  BcvL—yo  hirsute  auimal,  who  is  disfigured  by  a  loD^ 
beard  or  miistache,  need  apply,  as  Ih-at  kind  has  been  tried  I" 

As  most  of  our  professors  and  elder  physicians  have  become  ashamed 
of  Iheiie  hirsute  appendages,  and  are  now  cleanly  shaven,  their  physi- 
ognomical expression  being  no  longer  concealed  by  a  mask,  we  hope 
soon  to  be  able  to  find  a  young  doctor  who  is  not  a  specialist,  and  is 
without  a  yMow  mustache,  to  respond  to  the  above  advertisement. 


Prolapsus  of  tbe  Umbilical  Cord. 

The  paper  of  Dr.  Thomas,  of  this  city,  containing  his  suggestions  as 
to  the  management  of  this  accident  of  parturition,  has  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  profession  at  home  and  abroad,  as  we  predicted  it 
woald.  Dr.  Mendenhall,  of  the  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer,  re-J 
ports  an  instance  of  bis  success  in  a  recent  case,  and  awards  dae  cr«dit| 
to  Dr.  Thomas,  to  whom  be  acl^uowledges  his  indebtedness. 


Sub-Nitrate  of  BiBinutli— contains  Araenic  I 


This  valuable  remedy,  so  long  employed,  and  more  frequently  pre- 
scribed of  late  than  ever  before,  has  never  been  suspected  as  at  all 
hazardous,  and  Is  hence  given  freely,  even  iu  diseases  of  the  stomach. 
Professor  Rodgers,  of  Philadelphia,  has  recently  announced  the  ap- 
palling fact,  that  he  has  proved  by  analysis,  that  out  of  ten  samples 
of  this  drug,  obtained  from  as  many  different  sources,  eight  of  them 
contained  arstnie!  The  importance  of  the  chemical  purity  of  the  bis- 
muth, hereafter  used  iu  practice,  and  especially  that  arsenic  is  not  con- 
cealed in  it,  will  be  apparent  to  every  practitioaer. 
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This  discovery  of  Prof.  Rodgers  has  already  resulted  in  the  acquittal 
of  a  prisoner,  on  trial  for  suspected  poisoning  with  arsenic,  and  in 
which  this  metal  had  been  found  in  the  tissues  of  the  deceased  by  the 
post  mortem.  It  being  proved  that  the  patient  had  taken  the  sub- 
nitrate  of  bismuth  among  his  medicines,  the  medico-legal  evidence  of 
Dr.  R.  acquitted  the  prisoner.  May  not  this  have  a  bearing  upon  a 
case  now  before  our  New  York  courts  ? 


>•< 


Transylvania  University. 

In  our  enumeration  of  the  Medical  Colleges,  made  in  the  October 
number,  we  most  strangely  omitted  this  oldest  school  of  the  West, 
located  at  Lexington,  Ky.  We  thank  our  friend  Dr.  Chipley  for  cor- 
recting our  error,  from  whom  we  learn  that  for  nearly  forty  years  a  full 
course  has  been  given  by  the  medical  department  of  Transylvania  Uni- 
versity annually,  and,  for  a  part  of  the  time,  both  in  summer  and  win- 
ter. The  next  regular  winter  course  begins  on  the  first  Monday  in 
November,  1858. 


>»< 


Missing  Exchanges. 

The  2nd  number  of  the  N.  C.  Medical  Journal  has  been  received, 
but  the  1st  number  has  not  reached  us.  • 

The  following  have  not  been  received  at  all,  viz : 

The  Monthly  Record  of  Medicine,  &c.,  of  Nashville. 

The  Maine  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 

The  California  Medical  Journal. 

Only  one  number  of  the  N.  O.  Medical  News  and  Hospital  Report- 
er has  reached  us  the  past  year.  What  has  become  of  the  Savannah 
Medical  Journal  ? 

Will  our  confreres  oblige  by  mailing  to  the  editor,  or  "American 
Medical  Gazette,  New  York." 


» •« 


The  Committee  of  the  Senate  of  Ne^nr  Tork, 
on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city  of  New  York,  have  held  a  pro- 
tracted session  recently,  to  which  numerous  medical  men  have  been 
invited  to  give  testimony  on  the  following  points,  viz.: 

1st.  Do  you  regard  the  condition  of  the  health  of  this  city  as  in- 
ferior to  that  of  other  large  cities  in  this  country  or  in  Europe  ? 

2d.  Are  you  prepared  to  assign  reasons  and  causes,  and  give  au- 
thorities for  your  opinions  on  this  subject  7 

3d.  Are  you  prepared  to  suggest  remedies  for  existing,  evils  in  con- 
nection with  the  public  health  ? 


It  ia  impossible  lo  over-estimate  Uio  importance  of.tlie  ititereslfl 
couSded  lo  tliis  Committee,  and  we  aro  happy  to  learn  that  Ibey  ar^^ 
justly  appeciateiJ  by  tlie  Cominiltee,  wlio  have  entered  npon  their 
duties  with  becoming  zeal  and  a  systematic  pkn  of  procednre,  which 
angnrE  that  their  fortheomiag  report  mny  lead  to  enlightened  reform, 
and  to  new  legislation  in  accordance  with  the  present  advanced  stata 
of  sanitary  science.    We  trast  that  all  our  physicians  who  liave  made 
public  hygiene  and  medical  police  their  study,  will  aid  the  Committea 
in  their  arduous  and  useful  labors.     For  we  are  persuaded  tliat  tbe 
City  of  New  York  onght  to  be,  and  may  lie  made,  ihe  most  healthy 
city  on  the  globe,  when  the  laws  of  health  and  life  are  understood  by 
the  public  authorities,  and  committed  to  an  exclusive  medical  police;  1 
with  ample  powers  to  detect  and  remove  the  causes  which  endaDgecT 
public  health,  and  multiply  our  excessive  mortality. 


THE  ANNIVERSARY  DINNER 

of  the  New  York  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Widows  and  OrpbaOE  of  I 
Medical  Men,  will  take  place  this  year  at  the  Astor  Bouse,  oa  Tuea 
day,  November  16th,  at  1  o'clock. 

Drs,  S.  C.  Foster,  S.  T.  Hubbard,  J.  R.  Vankleek,  C,  D.  Smith,! 
T.  M.  Markoe,  J.  W.  Corson,  and  G.  F.  Woodward  are  the  Stewards,  ' 
from  whom  tickets  may  be  procured  by  all  who  wish  to  participate  in 
this  social  reunion,  which,  on  foi'mer  occasions,  has  been  a  season  of 
much  interest,  and  a  source  of  substantial  pecnuiary  benefit  to  the  . 
permanent  fnnd  of  this  charity. 


Professor  DoremuB 

has  made  an  analysis  of  the  entire  body  of  a  human  female,  disinterredl 
a  year  after  burial,  and  detected  in  the  tissues  quantities  of  arsenic, T 
sufficient  to  have  produced  death.  Upon  this  testimony  the  Coroner'a  I 
Jury  have  returned  a  verdict  of  wilfnl  murder  q.gBinfit  her  hnsband,  1 
aud  he  is  fully  committed  for  trial.  Should  he  be  convicted,  tliis  case-3 
will  be  one  of  the  most  estraordinary  on  record,  showinp;  that  chein--' 
jstry  can  detect  a  poisonous  metal  in  the  decomposed  and  putriKed  j 
flesh  and  bones,  even  after  a  whole  year  has  elapsed,  and  when  tbe  j 
murderer  would  have  escaped  but  for  the  developments  of  this  seienoe.  1 

Dr.  Doremus,  and  his  assistants,  Drs.  Budd  and ■ — -,  have  been  j 

a  whole  month,  by  day  and  night,  performing  this  revolting  task,  for '  j 
this  medico-legul  inqijiry;  and  the  accuracy  aud  caution  with  which  1 
his  elaborate  and  complicated  processes  have  been  conducted,  as  set  I 
forth  ia  his  detailed  report,  caunot  fail  to  place  him  in  the  front  ratJtl 
of  the  department  of  analytical  chemistry. 


Mh 
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I 
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[  i.  STsruM  OK  HtMis  Anhtomt.  GBKitniL  AND  Spbot.u..  By  Eraj'mui' Wilson, 
F.  R.  S.  A  new  aod  improved,  from  an  enlarged  Loadoa  edUion.  E<lited  b; 
Wai.  H.  Gobrecht,  M.D.,  frofeseor  orAnatom;  in  Ibe  Fhilftdelpbia  College  of 
Medicine,  &c. 

This  new  edition  of  the  fltauilBrd  Koric  of  Wilson  on  Analomy.  will  be  louad 

□ot  onl;  greatlj  enlarged,  but  Bu'intaDtially  improved,  not  on!;  b;  tbc  learned 

sothar,  aiilcd  materially  by  ihe  eminent  Prof.  ReCziuB,  of  Stockbolm,  bat  bj 

tho  labors  of  the  American  editor.  Prof.  Golirecbt.   The  latter  gentleman  ban  an 

introductoi'y  cbapter  on  Stiecbiologj  and  Histologj,  wbicb  h  a  valaable  prefix 

to  tbe  work,  aod  tbronghout  tbe  voluTnehis  aniiottitioDa  will  be  foand  la  posKBS 

botU  Dovvity  and  merit.    Of  the  397  illuetrationB  on  wood,  one  buudred  and 

Y  SfiTiy  bave  been  saper-odded  to  tbU  edition,  and  al!  are  benutllully  engraved. 

Tbe  style  and  HniGb  of  tbe  book  are^uper-excellent.    Wc  cordially  commend  U 

0  tbc  profecsion  iu  its  present  form,  altboagb  no  coald  wieb  it  printed  in  a 

i  larger  type,  even  at  tbe  expense  of  beini;  increased  in  size.    It  ie  issued  rrotn 

'  the  wull'kiioVFD  press  of  Glancbard  &  Lea,  of  Pbiladelpbin, 

DiBBASEB  OF  THE  Crisast  OfioiNS.  A  CompendluBi  of  ibeir  Dlagnosie,  Pn- 
Ibolugy  and  TreHlilieul,  By  Wm,  Wallace  Morland,  M.D.,  £c.  Witb  illuGtm- 
lioas.    Pbilvlvlpliia:  lilftncliiu*d  £  Lea.     ItCK. 

Tbis  aew  worlc,  by  oiir  Boston  confrere,  embodies  hla  two  Boylalon  Prize  Ea- 

hiya  for  U3.^-T,  wieb  his  latest  emeDdalions,  notes,  and  illustratioDS.   Tbc;  bare 

been  most  fiivorablj  received  by  tlic  prcfeaalon,  and  the  present  complete  toI- 

ame  cannot  fail  to  enbuace  tbe  anthor  b  reputntion  in  tbis  importnnt  depart- 

menli  lo  which  he  has  brought  signal  learning  and  ability.    Tbc  volniuinoui 

appendix  enhanouB  tbe  Talue  of  the  work.    We  are  glad  to  hail  an  American 

,  moaograpb  on  a  topic  which  possesses  so  much  iolereBt  to  tbe  profpsslon,  and 

I   one  which  cannot  (ail  to  attract  tbe  scrutiny  of  our  transatlantic  brethren,  and 

'  Hill  Qol  sufTur  by  a  comparison  of  its  merili  with  their  beat  writers,    ll  makes 

an  elegant  octavo  volume,  of  600  pages,  and  is  gotten  up  In  the  beet  style  of 

tbe  publishers. 

LBorcjiEs  OS  TBE  PRINCIPLES  iSD  PiucTiCB  OP  Pbtsic,  delivered  at  King's  Col- 
lege, London.    By  Tbos.  Watson,  M.  D.,  &o.    A  new  Ainortcan,  from  the  last 
I      TcvlGed  and  enlarged  Eugllsb  edition,  wilb  additions,  by  D.  Francif  Condie, 
■     JLI).,  with  185  wood  eugravingE.    Philadelphia:  Blancbard  &  I.ea.     1B2S. 
P     It  ia  now  about  15  years  slace  the  first  edition  of  Watson's  Practice  appeared 
I  in  London,  and  ioou  after  was  reprinted  in  America.    Its  reception  and  popu- 
larity in  this  country  bave  established  it  as  a  standard  authority  in  all  our 
scbools;  and  deservedly  so,  for  it  exceeds  in  intrinilo  merit  and  practical  valae 
to  student)  and  praclitiaaera  any  other  wiilcb  bos  ever  appeared,  either  before 
or  sIdcc.    Later  works  have  shpne  only  by  borrowed  light  rejected  fl'om  the 
pagesof  Watson,  wlio  is  etill  without  a  rival  as  a  teacher  and  practitioner;  so 
tbat  the  opinion  has  become  general  that  no  other  book  on  Practice  is  Deeded. 
This  opinion  will  become  iiniTGrsal,  now  thnt  tbe  author  bus  revised  the  wbola 
ia  the  light  of  all  tbe  revelations  wblcb  modern  innovator;:  have  exhibited  at 
i^ae  and  abroad;  and  Dr.  Condie,  ot  Philadelpbla  h&e  Americanized  tbe  teach- 
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ings  of  the  volame,  h^  eaper-addLng  wbatever  of  ooveltj  or  praoticol  bUI^^^^H 
liu  sugeested  itself  to  bis  ample  obaervntioD  aod  experleace.  ^^^^| 

We  commend  this  able  irork  lo  all  tbose  pmctillonerg  of  our  own  eoantr;  nti^^^H 
hace  been  myatifled  by  tbe  reoent  cant  in  relation  to  "Belf-limited  diaeases,"  "inno- 
cent medication, ""an  ti-mercuri8l,""aQti-bloodletling,'' and  other  elnng  phrase*, 
emplojed  b;  tbose.who' pander  to  popular  ignorapce,  or  cater  to  iuflnileBimal 
quaclierj.  Dr.  Wataon  ignoreB  all  such  nonsense  oftbe  modern  ecbool  of  writers 
in  Ibe  medical  presx,  and  gives  no  quarter  to  tbe  cbemical  or  metaphysical  tbeo- 
rks  of  DOTiors,  in  application  to  the  practice  of  tbe  bealing  art.  Be  believes 
tbat  irbicti  be  teiLCbes,  from  personal  knowledge,  and  indiTidu&l  experience,  in  mi 
ample  Qeld  of  practice.  Hence  while  he  reoognizcn  the  \in  medicatrix  nalurs 
u  a  legitimate  subject  for  medical  theorizing,  and  discrimioates  justly  between 
natiire  and  art  In  the  cure  of  disease,  yet  he  sees  in  goientiflo  deduction  that 
nature  often  needs  either  a  bridle  or  a  fpur,  which  it  is  the  province  of  the  phy- 
sician to  applj.  and  which  none  but  he  who  is  thoroughly  furnished  can  safif- 
ly  do. 

We  have  looked  over  the  ImprDvcmeoi^  and  additions  made  by  the  anthor 
in  this  revised  edition,  as  well  as  those  of  the  American  editor,  and  we  cannot 
refrain  from  expressing  the  judgment  that  the  value  of  the  work  has  been  great- 
ly enhanced,  and  this  without  materially  angmenting  its  rize.  It  now  forms  a 
royal  octavo  of  over  1200  pages,  and  the  typography  and  binding  are  excel- 
lent, while  th*  worthy  pnblishers  place  tbia  new  edition  at  a  price  le»  than  half 
that  for  which  an  English  copy  can  be  procured.  All  who  have  appreciated 
the  former  edition  of  1BJ3.  and  there  has  been  Done  since,  will  make  hute  lU 
to  add  this  to  Ibeir  libraries.  ^^^Ifl 

CONTENTS.  j^^^l 
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NEW  YORK  OPHTHALMIC  SCHOOL. 

The  sabKrlber  will  cive  Ma  Seventh  Caupse  of  LeetnreB  on  OPERATIVE 
OPHTBALMtC  SURGERT,  during  tbe  Winter  of  185S  and  '59.  a.t  Ibc  New 
Terk  Ophtbalmlc  Hospital.  No.  a  Stujvegunl;  Place,  near  corner  of  Tbird  Ave- 
nue and  Nintb  Street 

Clinical  InBtraotlon  will  t>e  given  three  timea  a  ^reek  by  Drs.  Stepbenson  and 
Garririi,  tbe  Attending  SarReonB. 

Ticket;  Cftn  b«  obtained  of  Dr.  StcpbenMO,  at  bia residence,  104  Fifth  Aveoae, 

inter  25tb  Street,  or  at  tbe  Initiliition. 

MARK  STEPHENSON,  M.D. 

Nkw  Tore,  Stpl.  lit,  IS5S. 
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ALBANY  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

T-vro  Aill  Courses  of  I«ecture«  are  delivered  annually.  The  Fall  Courra  com- 
mencefl  on  thejirst  Tuesday  in  September,  and  the  Spring  Ck)urse  on  the  third  Tuendaj  in 
February.  Each  Course  continuing  sixteen  weeks.  Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  dose  of  eaeh 
term. 


Aldbn  March,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 

Jaxks  McN'acghtox,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Jamss  H.Arusiby,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy 

Thomas  Hun,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Institutes  of 
Uedicine. 


Amos  Dean,  Esq. ,  Prof,  of  Med.  Jurisprudence. 

Howard  Townsexd,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Materia 
Medica. 

Charlks  H.  Portke,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy. 

J.  V.  P.  QuACK£NBCSH,M.D.,Prof.  of  Obstetrics. 


Fees  for  a  single  course,  $60;  for  two  courses  paid  in  advance,  $100.  Matriculation  fee,  $5 
Sraduation  fee,  $20. 

Material  for  dissection  abundant,  and  furnished  to  students  on  the  same  terms  as  in  New  York 
and  Philadelphia.  Hospital  Tickets  free.  Opportunities  for  Qinical  instruction  are  believed  to 
be  equal  to  those  afforded  by  any  College  in  the  country.    Price  of  Board  from  $2,50  to  $3,50  per 

JOHN  V.  P.  QUACKENBUSH,  Registrar. 
UNIVERSITY  OF  NASHVILLE. 

Medical  Department. — Session  1857-58*— The  Seventh  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  in 
this  Institution  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  2d  of  November  next,  and  continue  till 
the  Arst  of  the  ensuing  March. 


Thomas  R.  jKsmsGS,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ana- 
tomy. 

J.  Berrien  Lixdslet,  M.  D.,  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

C.  K.  WnfRTON,  M.  D.,  Materia  Medica  and 
Medical  Jurisprudence. 

A.  H.  Buchanan,  M.  D..  Surgical  Anatomy 
and  Physiology. 


John  M.  Watson,  M.  D.,  Ob«Lctric.s  and  ths 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

PaulF.  Eve,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Prin.  and  Prac.  of 
Surjfery. 

W.  K.  BowuNG,  M.  D.,  Institutes  and  Practies 
of  Medicine. 

WiLUAM  T.  Briggs,  M.  D.,  Adjunct  Professor 
and  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 


The  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  opened  for  students  on  the  first  Monday  of  October,  (the  5tb.) 

A  Preliminary  Course  of  Lectures,  free  to  all  Students,  will  be  given  by  the  Professors,  com- 
mencing also  on  the  first  Monday  of  October. 

The  Tennessee  State  Hospital,  under  the  direction  of  the  Faculty,  is  open  to  the  Class  free  of 
charge. 

A  Clinique  has  been  established,  in  connection  with  the  University,  at  which  operations  ars 
performed  and  cases  prescribed  for  and  lectured  upon  in  the  presence  of  the  class. 

Amount  of  Fees  for  Lectures  is  $105;  Matriculadon  Fee,  (paid  once  only,)  $5;  Practical  Ana* 
tomy,  $10;  Graduation  fee,  $25. 

Good  boardlog  can  be  procured  for  $3  to  $4  per  week.  For  further  information  or  Catalogue, 
apply  to 

PAUL.  F.  EVE,  M.  D., 

NiLflHTiLLE,  Tenn.,  July  16, 1857.  MMean  of  the  WacMti^* 


CASTLETON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

There  are  two  full  Courses  of  Lectures  annually  in  Castleton  Medical  College.  The  SPRING 
SESSION  commencing  on  the  last  Thursday  in  February;  the  AUTUilNAL  SESSION  on 
ihe  first  Thursday  in  August.  Each  Course  will  continue  four  months.  Degrees  are  conferred 
at  the  close  of  each  term. 


Wm.  p.  SKYMorR,  M.D.jI'rof.  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Therapeutics. 

William  Swectser,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

£.  R.  Sanb(»kn,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Sur^ry. 

Wm.  C.  Kittridge,  A.  ^I.,  Prof,  of  Med.  Jurisp. 


CoRYDON  La  Ford.  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

P.  D.  BRAi)FORD,M.D.,Prof.  of  Phys.  &  I'athol. 

George  Haduey,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry 
and  Natural  History. 

Adrian  T.  Woodward,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Ob- 
stetrics. 


Fees. — For  Lectures,  $50;  for  those  who  have  attended  two  Courses  at  other  Colleges,  $10* 
Vlatriculation,  $5;  Graduation,  $16;  Board  from  $2.00  to  $2.50  per  week. 

A.  T.  WOODWARD,  M.D.,  Registrar. 

GASasTOH,  Vt.,  Junt^  1856. 


Contributions  to  Opcratire  Surgery  &  Surgical  Patliolog:y, 


from  Forlj  to  Sixty  Fagt's  ol'  Letter 

llIuBtralioDS  ot  ibe  Chmsb  drawn  from 

id  nil!  bepublUbedii 


This  work  will  be  published 
Each  Number,  of  yuBtto  size,  ■ 
presa,  printed  oq  the  best  pap 
aacnre;  will  be  complete  in  the  topics  it  embraocE; 
following  order: 

KTo.   1. 

Caw  of  Ampntation  of  the  Entire  Lower  Jnw,  Reciarkfi  on  AmputaHOQ 
the  Lower  Jaw.  Elephautlaais  Arabum  ducoesshillf  treated  b;  Ligatoreof  t 
Femoral  Artcrv,  with  casus. 

Cime  of  Exsection  of  the  Eniin:  Clim.     RtmnrkB  on  Neuralgia,  with 
Canes  sncccBEifullj-  tn^ated  bj  ExKection  of  the  Second  Branch  of  Ibe  Fitlb  Pi 
of  Nerves,  beyond  the  Ganglion  of  Meckel. 

Case  (if  Besloration  ot  liie  Entire  Upper  Lip.  Remarks  ou  the  Pntbologj 
Congenital  Diilocationeof  the  Hip  Joint,  with  IllutitrationB. 

awo.  ■*. 

Case  of  ExBection  uf  the    Entire  RudiiiK. 
Lower  Fourths  of  tlie  same  Bone.     Remarks  o 


Case  of  Ampnli 
llbro-Canceroua  T 
Joint,    Case  of  Pi 


XiJ-o.    B. 

I  at  the  Shoulder  Joint  for  the  RemoTal  of  a  large  ObI« 
irofthe  UumeruE,  wilh  RemarliB  oil  Amputation  al  '" 
rating  Guu-Hhut  Wound  of  the  Heart. 


Case  of  Double  Congenital  Dislocation  of  the  Hip  Joint.  Bcowrks  on  Donl^ 
Capital  Operations,  with  Casei.  Remarks  on  the  Comparative  Meritsof the  Ptf 
tial  Amputations  of  the  Foot.    Rematkaon  A.mputation  through  tbe  Ankle  J< ' 

KTo.    "7. 

SacceBsful  remcrml  of  a  large  Fibro-cartilaginoua  Tumor,  growing  from  tl 
Sixth  and  Seventh  Kibs,  over  tbe  Region  of  the  Heart.    Bemarki  on  the  T: 
BCUt  of  Yaricoee  Veins  of  tbe  Lower  EstremitleB,  with  Cases.    Remark*  Oi 


^ 


» 
^ 
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CreatiOD  of  &□  ArtiScInl  Joint  upon  the  Lower  Jaw,  !□  case  of  complete  Aaclij- 
loBifi  ikt  the  Teraporo-maxilliiry  Articalation  of  One  Side. 

Z>Jo.   8. 

Remarks  on  the  OpGrBtlnn  of  Double  Complicated  Hare  Lip,  vith  Catee.  Re- 
marks on  the  EtiolDg;  of  Congenital  Dislocatioos  of  the  Hip  Joint.  Retntirki 
on  the  Removal  of  the  Pii^t  Dceesinga  after  Capital  Amputatioos, 

TOTo.    S. 

Cace  of  BneyEted  Sanguineous  Tiimorof  the  Neck  euccessfnlWremoTed,  with 
RemarkB  on  sncb  FormBtloQK.  Remarks  on  the  Purulent  Ophthalmia  of  large 
■ad  crowded  Institutions.  Case  of  Vesico-Taginal  Fistula  aod  Stricture  of  the 
Vftgina,  with  Formation  of  Two  Large  Urinar;  CaJculi  iu  the  Vagioa,  behind 
[he  Stricture — Spontaneous  Cure  of  the  Fistula. 

Two  Cases  of  Amputation  at  tbe  Hip  Joint.  Remarks  on  tbe  Anatcuny  of 
Femoral  Hernia.  Cass  of  Epilepsy  treated  by  Tracheotomy,  and  wearing  of  a 
Tracheal  Tube,  with  Remarks.  Remarks  on  the  Restoration  of  tbe  Entire 
Lower  Lip,  with  Cases.  Cases  of  Amaurosis  treated  with  the  Pomade  de  Gon- 
dret  OQ  tbe  Sinciput. 

These  Nnmbcrs  »re  in  course  of  preparation,  and  will  form  one  Complete 
Volume,  the  First  of  a  Series.    The  First  Number  will  appear  in  March,  1868. 

Tbmis  of  StiBHORiFTiOM. — Each  tJumber,  75  cents,  lo  be  paid  for  on  delivery 

LINDSAY  &  BLAKI3T0M, 


QUERU'S 

COO    IjIVER    oil.    JEJbl^V, 

Approved  by  the  N.  Y.  Academy  of  Uedioine,  in  their  Sitting  of 
June  Sd,  1867. 

Conlains  85  per  rent,  of  pwre  Oil. 


<(  Jellirying  Cod  Lirer 
liiled  by  the  use  r>r  the 


An  experience  of  two  yean  has  demDnatrated  that  my  i 
Oil  is  uot  only  a  most  certain  improvement,  inafmiich  as  it 
remedy  without  feeling  the  oauMuns  taste,  nhlch  cannot 

crude  oil— (hat  il  does  not  produce  Tomitings  or  lBxslion,as  lue  ou  too  oiien  noes — 
butUkcviae,  that  ItinereDses  Ibe  action  of  the  oil  V>  such  an  eileatthata  teaspoooful 
of  my  Jdly  Is  dectirtd  by  all  Physicians  who  have  preacl^bed  It.  lu  be  as  ojitiratira  si 
a  table^poDnful  of  t):e  linntd  oil. 

I  prepare  two  sorts  of  Cod  Liver  Oil  Jelly— one  sort  with  tbe  Bpr«en  or  Korway  Cod 
LInr  Oil.  wbirb  I  consider  to  be  the  only  mediulnal  ull— and  annthBr  with  the  White 
Kewfonndlaud  or  American  Oil.  This  latter  sort  can  be  mastli^ali^d.  a  pleasant  taste 
•rill  be  found  to  it.  and  should  be  u«ed  in  tbe  only  catti  wiien  the  patient  cannDl 
swallow,  OB  dlre<:tcd  far  the  Norway  Burt,  or  to  prepare  the  taste  and  aloioach  uf  the 
patient  lo  the  ose  of  my  Norway  or  offiginal  Cod  LUer  Oil  Jelly. 

Uy  pamphlet  explaining  the  dillerence  of  medicinal  properties  as  reflatd  to  tlie  dif- 
ferent aoita  of  Cod  LWer  Oil,  with  comparative  analysis,  will  be  sent  tree  to  any  phy- 

E.  QUERr,  Practical  Chemist, 

13S  Fonrtb  Aveooe,  Jg.  T. 

PE.VFOLD,  CLAY  If  CO.,  WhvUiale  Agents,, Vo.  i  FltUher  St.,  Jf.Y. 
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puvATB  izraiKuoTion 
l^   MICROSCOPIC    AI^ATOMV, 

AND  THE   USE   OF  THE   MICROSCOPE, 


The  unilerBipned  will  deliver  a  Privale  Cnntec  ■■  Oi>)  MlUkOSCOflC  AMAt^fl 
OMYAND  THE  VSEOP  THE  MICUOSC'Ul'E,"  at  Brlluvue  Hospil»t     ~ 
practical  applioaliou  tg  III'- study  ol  (n'Blthj  ainl  ilis^Bsud  tiseuKS,  nnd  bl  1  . 
iliagnoaiB  of  ilmeBse.  will  he  thoroughly  demons tmlcd.    Tlie  Li^'soub  ilill  t 
fully  iilastrated  by  several  excellent  Micrnwopcs.  aud  a  ^r<!i)t  niitnbFT  of  traM 
parcul,  opaque,  aud  ittji^ctPd  apecimeris  of  the  rariouK  liseueK  nud  OTKtitiB 
Tile  Courne  ia  deitigDi>d  for  p rue litio tiers  as  well  as  for  HtiidfDlB  or  me 
and  will  coneiit  of  Twelve  LeE^wne,  three  to  he  given  each  weclt.    Ticket 
J.  W.  S.  GOITLEY,  M.D., 

Ti  East  Fourt^ealb  Street,'  J 
UEFESliJVCES: 
Prof.  A.  Clark,  M.D.,  I         Jamea  R.  Wood,  M.D., 

"     J.  T.  Metcalfe,  M.D.,  Prof.  W.  H.  Van  Buren.  M.D., 

^'     B.  F.  BarfciT.  M.  D.,  •■    C.  R,  Gilman,  M.D., 

Geo.  T.  Elliot,  Jr..  li.O.,  ]         C.  E.  Isaacs,  JI.D. 


^  TJ  G^  £3  .A.  XT  Z:> 

TONI-NLTRITIVE    WINE, 

Saiiotioneil  by  liie  Nuw  York  Academy  ot  Mediciiii;,  and  prrecribi'd  by  tlWifl 
most  Smlnent  I'liyiticians  uf  Kew  Yol  k  and  Parif  in  cum's  wlicce  u  gentle  tonl* 
is  rnqnired,  uud  espscialty  to  oouvaleKcents  from  iuteriuiILciil  and  ulhtr  levori. 

Tills  powerful  aid  to  re^torlug  geuL'ral  lieallli  ia  composed  of 

ULiei  wi<ie:,  PEKCvrtu  biiik  a!id  cicio, 

and  has  been  found  mn»t  eillcEiciiiuH  by  nil  who  iuivi.'  u,5cd  it. 

WARD  &  SIMONIN, 

37  South  WUliam  St.,  IT.  7., 

Wholesile  Agents  for  tlie  United  Stata 
For  (ale  at  retail  by 

L.  L.EROY,  809  Broadnnr, 
,     J.  WM.  OLIFFE,  809  Broadnay, 
DKLLUC  ti.  CO.,     635  " 

J.  CANAVAN,  118  " 

THS.  T.  GllEEN,  86i  " 

GEORGE  E.  SUIKLS,  37l2  Sixlli  ATe., 
A.  MASOX,  263  EiKbth  Atc, 
ALOEUT  DUNG  &  CO.,  61  Bowery, 
C.  PATIREL.  &  CO.,  292  Pearl  Street. 
AXn>   AXL  KSSFBCTABLIl  DKUaOISTS. 


palmer's  Patent  Leg  and  Mechanical  Surgery, 

No.  378  Broadway,  W.  V., 
376  Chesnat  St.,  Phila.,  &  19  Green  St.,  Boston. 


L  T  the  urgent  reqaeet  of 


CARD. 

priDcipal  si 


,  18  pacWof  Ibe  uountryiWe  hBvo 

reluctiiutly  bHia  inilnceil  to  relioqaieb  theuanufiictareuf  ArllBuUI  Legs  itl  Spriogficlil, 
H&9S..  und  tu  open  na  office  sud  msnufnctor;  Ht  111  Greeo  Btreel,  Biwtutl.  Mb5s.  We 
haie  nnw  three  tmticiitiona.  to  wit :— fti  Skw  Yobk.  Boston,  npd  PiijLinEi.i'au,  ei- 
cliuively  deroled  to  tbls  branch  of  Surgical  art;  where  we  eaa  fa>or  Citj,  HoB|>tul, 
and  Cnuntr;  I'aDents,  oT  eiery  olasa  and  condilion,  to  the  fulleEt  extent,  and  with  Ihe 
mo9t  pkOFlng  lucoeH,  willi  HrtlBeiftl  limbs  Ihut  sr«  perreull/  nMural  in  thtir  appeir- 
koce.  eaey  nnd  eminently  serviceable  Id  Ibeir  opemtLoDS;  tiMl  dissaiae  most  peifevtly 
tfae  BtttQiBl  luB9,  and  an  Iniln  economical.  Ml'.  Palmer'a  ArtiflcW  Lbr  !a  withuut  an 
Important  H*a1.ellher  id  Biiriipe  or  America,  and  la  worn  by  nearty  three  tbuutsnd 
peniufis  witb  istOBiBljiDg  anecesa.  apward  of  Utd  hundred  of  wbom  are  ladiee;  and  im 
iaee  tiirts  individuali  fflcA  walkiiiB  upon  tioo  Arlifiaal  Legi. 

la  the  prosecution  of  our  entcrprtae  we  bD.ve  aaUL-iiued  with  ub  an  experienced  pfay- 
rician  and  surgeon,  who  conaiderH  well  and  diacreelly  the  anatomii^  features,  the 
phTniolo^lcnl  and  pnlhotOEital  condition  ot  the  mutilated  member  an  atleoliveiy.  that 
hoth  surgeons  and  their  palieiils  may  repose  ibu  utmost  confldeoce  in  our  ability  and 
care  to  treat  auccea9fully  aad  satiafaLtDrlly  the  worst  forms  and  cunditlona  of  mutilated 

We  haie  thnn  far  been  able  to  Iceep  pace  with  every  impraiemeot  and  bumuiitary 
eflbrt  if  the  operating  enrgeon  to  BavQ  every  portion  uf  limb  that  ia  puesible,  iu  l'oh* 
ttracUnff  tlie  most  useful  and  beautiful  appllauce  for  the  narta  made  by  Chcipart'a  oper- 
aUen  at  the  Foot;  bv  Bymea'  operation  at  the  AalLle  and  Enee  Juini^;  and  foe  every 
portion  of  limb,  of  the  Leg.  or  ThiRh. 

In  lbi«  reaped,  m  welltu  in  the  peenliarand  beantifDl  mechanism  of  this  limb,  our 
mutllBted  patients  are  moat  elgnally  Javored  in  the  eniiiyment  of  ttie  superior  beneEEs 
which  aoiencB  and  art  affurd.  and  which  have  not,  liltherto,  been  taaocialefl  In  tb« 
)>rucliL'e  of  this  branch  of  Sumery.  Until  recently,  and  in  coniiecUon  with  this  inven- 
tion, the  palieot,  after  sabmllting  to  it  moat  pajntui  and  humillaling  muUlation,  baa 
been  committed  to  the  care  and  oueratlnna  of  some  common  artiaaD— who.  being  ea- 
tlrely  Ignorant  of  the  anatomy  and  pathology  uf  Ibe  amputated  limb — Ha  also  of  tha 
demands  ufnatnra,  and  aliheragardlewiuf  tiie  wounded  epirit  o!  his  patron,  boa  pro- 


TMiw  limba  I 


.    _    ilafortuue  to  misfortune,  and  heiip  humiliation  npon  hnmillathm 

inceand  art  which  have  dlstinguiBhed  our  operatlona,  and  given  them  a  tri- 

bant  nnd  bappy  auocera,  we  are  pleased  to  know,  have  been  genernuFly  sppreu-iated 

ai^crediled  by  the  most  prnmiuent  surgeons  in  this  country  aiul  in  Europe,  our 

_!roiiBpalronK.Bndtheintelligvnt  community  in  Reneral.    In  KiucnaEN'a  new  and 

puUr  worb  dd  Operative  Sorgery  (Landus),  tnia  limb  has  been  bonoralily  noticed  as 

JciwB,  to  wit : — "  The  moat  perfect  oF  sU  the  Anifiulal  Lsgs  we  now  possess,  is  the 

M  invent*^  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer.    This  luveation  r«relred  the  Phizb  medal  at  the 

^^m.n'H  KxBiBiTioN  ol  IKl.    It  merits  the  entire  eonftdenoe  of  the  Surgenn."    In 

■nu.rEi.ii's  di^tinguisbad  wurk  on  BurtKry.  with  notes  and  ob^rvaliona  by  ValbntIHI 

JtoTT.  K.n.,  Prof,  of  8iir^er7,  sad  additions  by  OkoBOk  C,  Blacimas,  M  D.,  Prof,  of 

Surgery,  is  the  followinE  extratl.  to  wit  :—■•  The  AiiiHcial  Leg  of  Mr.  B.  F.  Pslmer  baa 

-■       '    -{.aiinn  nf  Ihe  mcst  pmrainent  Biirgeons  in  Great  Britain,  France  sad  tbla 

9   certainly  is  one  of  the  ereatest  trinmpha  of  American  Ineeaoily." 

-  '     -"         ■  light,  the  avenge  vreighl  beisp  fourponnda.    They 

■biJtleal  Btiimns  miih  entire  sncteaa.    The  leg  is  finely 

SB  been  eihlbited  Ihirtv-flve  timea,  and  in  every  in- 

jnEereceivedlheiiiMrditfOit  ftifSul  or  firil prtmiuiii.    The  jiatie-*  '■•  —•'-■•  ■- 

fclk  immediately  upon  its  apiilli-atian.  with  remarkobk  ease,  corafoit, 

^amphleta,  cuntaining  valuable  Inrormatlon  and  numetoui  auUorized  b 

U  be  seat  Bratls  to  all  who  apply  to  Paljub  &  Co. 


la  enabled  U 


im 


ro    THE    niEDICAL    PROFESSION. 

"  Ferruginous  Preparations." 


X^essiTEt.  .JJHiTiTiTTC  tSa  CSo. 

Would  call  tbe  attentloD  of  FhysiciauB  and  Drnggists  to  their  large  assortment 
of  Ferruginous  Preparatioos,  protected  by  a  covering  of  sugar,  bo  aB  to  narrant 
tbefr  keeping  for  an;  litngth  ol  time.  These  Sugar  Coated  Pilla  or  Dragfee,  pre- 
pared by  UeKTB.  Goroier,  Lamouroui  It  Cie.,  of  Paris,  are  wamuited  to  conlaia 
the  rxficl  proportion;  aud  prepared  from  tbe  vtry  purest  arliul«B;  the  folloir- 
ing  are  a  few  of  tbose  \ot  canfurauh  in  any  quantita  at  tbe  totpenl  loholtiiale 
price,  viz:  lodidt  Lactate,  Hgdrogtn  reduced,  Manganeie  and  Iron,  Vallit'3 
Citrate  and  Tartrate  of  Iron,  also  Quinine  Filla.  1  gr.  eacb;  all  the  combiua- 
r  of  Copaiba,  Cuiebt  and  Iron,  Atia/aHda  Pills;  all  tbe  alba- 
loidiin  granu/nof  ooe  HTtieth  (1-AO)  of  a  grain,  Opium  Pill^,  1  gr.  eochj  and 
^  other  C.  S.  Pharm.  Pills. 

PH¥^g|TAIVS>  PRESCRIPTI01V8 

r«ill  be  pot  up  with  the  akove  Drag^ee  or  Sugnr  Coated  Pills  only  when  pre- 
scribed; thus  for  abreviation  S.  C.  at  ihe  end  of  the  pill  prescribed,  or  the  full 
word  Draglea  of  Iodide  Iron.  <tc..  itc.  &a.  We  have  at  tbe  dispoaal  of  tbe 
Facuit?  correct  lists,  with  proporttou  of  active  ingredients  in  each  Dragee  or 
POl.  By  Addresaing, 

DELLUC  &  CO.,  Dispeasing  ipolhecaries, 

635  BKOADWAY,  and 
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ORIGINAL   DEPARTMENT. 

Observations  on  the  Identity  of  Erysipelas  and  Puerperal  Fever— 
Diffuse  Inflammation  consequent  on  Zhysipelas — ^Poisoning  of  the 
Blood  after  Parturition. 

By  John  O^Reillt,  M.D., 

licentiate  and  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  Resident  Fellow 

of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

Having  listened  with  attention,  as  well  as  advantage,  to  Professor 
J.  M.  Smith's  able,  profound,  and  learned  Essay  on  Puerperal  Fever, 
at  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  as  well  as  the  original  views 
of  the  highly  distinguished  Professor  Alonzo  Clark,  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, and  the  eloquent,  clear,  and  sound  doctrine  annunciated  by  the 
accomplished  Professor  Barker,  in  the  discussion  which  subsequently 
ensued,  I  trust  I  will  not  be  deemed  presumptuous  in  attempting  to 
elucidate  some  points  relative  to  this  dreadful  affection.  I  do  not 
propose  to  advance  any  original  information;  I  merely  desire  to  ex- 
amine some  of  the  various  opinions  promulgated  by  others,  and  arrive 
at  my  own  conclusions. 

It  is  a  well-ascertained  fact,  that  when  erysipelas  is  prevalent,  puer- 
peral fever  victimizes  women  recently  delivered. 

No  surgeon  will  perform  an  operation,  if  he  can  make  a  choice  of 
the  time,  when  erysipelas  is  epidemic;  he  procrastinates  in  order  to 
preserve  his  patient  from  the  complication  likely  to  succeed. 

Obstetricians,  however,  cannot  calculate  on  delay.  Pregnant 
women  will  bring  forth,  when  the  proper  time  arrives  for  the  uterus 
to  send  into  the  world  a  new  being.    It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that 

45 
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sabstances,  being  extraneous,  undergo  the  process  of  decomposition, 
and  partake  of  the  character  of  dead  animal  matter?  Is  not  the 
interior  of  the  uterus,  when  seized  with  erysipelas,  precisely  place'd  in 
the  same  predicament  as  the  hand  of  the  operator  in  making  a  post- 
mortem examination  ? 

In  the  natural  state  of  things,  the  orifices  of  the  lymphatics  become 
closed,  and  coagulated  blood  fills  the  mouths  of  the  veins;  the  ingress 
of  the  animal  poison  is  thus  prohibited  from  entering  the  circulation. 
However,  when  the  interior  of  the  uterus  is  in  a  state  of  erysipelatous 
inflammation,  the  lymphatics,  as  well  as  the  veins,  come  within  its  in- 
fluence ;  the  erysipelas  extends  into  them,  the  animal  poison  in  which 
the  uterus  is  bathed  finds  easy  access  into  the  uterine  vessels,  and  thus 
into  the  general  circulation,  leading  to  the  purulent  deposits,  as  occurs 
in  the  case  of  the  dissecting  wound. 

Prof.  Clark  maintains  that  puerperal  fever  is  a  consequence  of  endo- 
metritis. Dr.  Robert  Lee,  that  it  owes  its  origin  to  uterine  phlebitis 
with  purulent  absorption.  Now  if  their  theory  held  good,  parturient 
women  would  be  equally  susceptible  of  taking  the  disease  at  all  periods 
of  the  year.  However,  experience  and  observation  contradict  and  de- 
clare these  dicta  to  be  untenable. 

The  ingenious  explanation  given  by  Prof.  Clark  as  to  the  connec- 
tion between  the  pus  found  in  the  ulcerated  surface  of  the  interior  of 
the  uterus  and  in  the  uterine  veins,  as  well  as  the  presence  of  pus  in 
other  organs,  such  as  the  liver,  contrasted  with  the  cases  alluded  to 
by  Prof.  Simpson,  when  no  trace  of  inflammation  in  the  interior 
of  the  uterus  or  its  appendages  could  be  detected,  appears  very 
inexplicable.  How  is  the  difference  between  such  eminent  men 
to  be  reconciled?  Each  party  has  undoubtedly  recorded  the  truth. 
As  there  are  varieties  of  erysipelas  on  the  external  surface  of  the  body 
depending  on  circumstances  it  would  be  superfluous  to  enumerate, 
the  same  influences  it  will  be  conceded  prevail  where  the  interior  of 
the  uterus  is  engaged.  In  the  cases  Prof.  Clark  examined,  the  erysipe- 
las may  have  been  of  a  phlegmonoid  character,  whereas  those  that 
Prof.  Simpson  directed  attention  to,  may  have  come  under,  the  class  of 
simple  erysipelas.  Pus  is  found  in  the  cellular  tissue  in  the  former, 
none  in  the  latter.  But  is  the  poison  more  virulent  in  one  case  than 
the  other  ?  The  answer  should  be,  that  the  forms  of  erysipelas  do 
not  change  the  constituents  of  the  animal  poison,  and  that  the  smallest 
portion  of  the  latter  is  capable  of  producing  the  most  disastrous  con- 
sequences. 
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badly  ventilated  pablic  institations.  Thus  the  poison  in  some  instances 
may  be  so  intense  as  to  poison  the  surface  of  a  fresh  wound,  inducing 
hospital  gangrene;  and  in  the  case  of  lying-in  women  enter  into  com- 
bination with  the  blood  in  the  mouths  of  the  blood  vessels,  thus  de- 
stroying the  whole  mass  of  the  blood  in  the  body,  by  continuous  sym- 
pathy throagh  its  effect  on  the  nervous  system ;  or  again,  by  inhalation, 
prostrate  others  by  low  forms  of  typhus  fever. 

As  to  the  treatment  it  is  well  to  observe,  that  diseases  caused  by  a 
zymotic  poison  go  through  a  certain  course  before  their  progress  be- 
comes arrested.  The  doctrine  inculcated  by  Hippocrates  with  re- 
spect to  critical  days  in  fever,  I  am  convinced  is  founded  in  fact.  The 
medical  man  must  be  content  to  watch,  guide  and  assist  nature  to 
throw  off  the  distemper;  he  has  a  confident  assurance  that  if  he  can 
keep  his  patient  alive  for  a  given  period,  that  the  vis  medicatrix  natura 
will  come  to  his  relief.  In  this  manner  might  be  explained  the  success 
of  Prof.  Clark  in  the  treatment  of  puerperal  fever,  by  large  doses  of 
opium;  and  Prof.  Barker,  by  the  administration  of  the  veratrum  viride. 
The  patients  were  kept  alive  until  the  poison  was  eliminated  from 
the  system. 

Dr.  Gardner  briefly  but  ably  pointed  out  the  utility  of  calomel  and 
turpentine  in  puerperal  fever  (C.)  in  a  paper  read  before  the  Academy. 

Now,  assuming  the  patient  recovers  under  the  influence  of  the 
mercury,  does  it  prove  the  complete  efficiency  of  the  medicine?  Cer- 
tainly not.  This  reminds  me  of  what  an  old  and  highly  respected 
physician  told  me  some  years  ago  about  the  treatment  of  typhus  fever: 
he  declared  he  never  lost  a  patient  in  typhus  fever — he  could  succeed 
in  salivating;  now,  his  success  was  not  attributable  to  the  action  of 
the  mineral,  but  to  the  subsidence  of  the  fever;  therefore,  as  long  as 
the  fever  continued  the  patient  could  not  be  salivated,  but  as  soon  as 
the  materks  Trwrhi  died  away  the  mercury  exhibited  its  specific  agency. 
The  analogy  in  the  treatment  of  typhus  and  puerperal  fever  is  equally 
true — as  long  as  the  poison  exercises  a  morbific  influence,  the  patient 
cannot  be  restored  to  health.  The  fact  of  the  patient  convalescing 
under  the  hifluence  of  mercury,  merely  shows  the  poison  has  lost  its 
pernicious  qnalitijes. 

The  treatment  of  traumatic  and  idiopathic  peritonitis  is  quite  differ- 
ent from  that  resulting  from  erysipelas;  the  former  can  be  cut  short 


(C.)  The  lato  Dr.  Brennan,  of  Dablin,  placed  great  reliance  on  turpentine  in 
the  treatment  of  puerperal  peritonitis. 
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attendance  upon  the  instructions  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
University,  it  may  not  be  difficult  for  you  to  believe  us  when  we  say, 
that  it  has  been  the  constant  aim  of  those  connected  with  the  Insti- 
tution to  elevate,  as  fast  and  as  far  as  possible,  the  standard  of  Pre- 
liminary and  Medical  Education  within  it. 

It  has  ever  been  the  rule  of  the  College — and  a  rule  adhertd  to — 
that  candidates  for  graduation  should  not  only  present  evidences  of 
good  moral  character;  but  "  also  such  literary  attainments  as  have 
been  recommended  by  the  American  Medical  Association,  viz  :  "  a 
good  English  education;  the  knowledge  of  Natural  Philosophy;  the 
Elementary  Mathematical  Sciences,  and  such  an  acquaintance  with 
the  Ancient  Lknguages  as  will  enable  the  student  to  appreciate  the 
technical  language  of  medicine,  and  read  and  write  prescriptions." 

It  has  further  been  required,  that  each  candidate  for  graduation 
should,  during  his  last  course  of  lectures,  write  and  publicly  read  and 
defend,  a  Medical  Essay,  before  each  member  of  the  Faculty,  on  some 
subject  pertaining  to  the  department  of  the  particular  Professor,  be- 
sides a  final  Thesis,  which  last  is  presented  to  the  whole  Faculty,  and 
is  subjected  to  the  same  ordeal  of  public  examination  and  criticism. 
These  severe  tests  of  intelligence  and  scholarship,  which  have  ever 
kept  the  graduating  class  small,  in  proportion  to  the  number  in  at- 
tendance upon  the  lectures,  it  has  been  judged  unadvisable  to  apply 
to  the  student  of  the  first  year;  the  Faculty  thinking  it  best,  under 
the  circumstances  which  have  existed,  to  require  these  evidences  of 
general  knowledge  after  full  notice,  and  during  the  last  year,  when 
the  student  was  actually  applying  for  the  honors  of  the  Institution, 
and  to  be  admitted  into  the  ranks  of  the  profession. 

To  show  other  efforts  made  at  advancement,  we  may  further  state, 
that  the  summer  Clinical  Course,  to  which  you  referred,  has  been  es- 
tablished in  Detroit,  and  during  its  continuance  the  past  two  summers 
one  of  the  undersigned  has  devoted  his  whole  time  and  energies, 
(favored  by  the  co-operation  of  Prof.  Pitcher,  having  in  charge  the 
hospitals,)  in  the  lecture  room,  at  the  bedside  and  in  the  dead-house, 
to  what  by  good  judges  has  been  regarded  as  true  clinical  instruction; 
while  at  the  scat  of  the  University  the  best  appointed  Chemical  Lab- 
oratory in  tliis  country  has  been  in  wccessful  operation  for  nine  months 
of  the  year,  where  two  Professors  have  been  engaged  for  five  days  in 
the  week,  giving  instruction  to  classes,  numbering  about  thirty,  in 
practical  manipulations  in  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 

Under  this  state  of  things,  at  the  close  of  a  long  report  from  a 
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a  knwledge  of  Botany,  Zoology,  Mineralogy,  and  the  whole  range  of 
the  Natural  Sciences,  all  of  which  are  so  directly  accessory  to  medi- 
cal science,  as  well  as  important  in  furnishing  discipline,  and  giving 
a  scientific  cast  to  the  mind.  But  while  admitting  the  usefulness  of 
such  knowledge  of  Latin  in  common  with,  though  to  a  less  degree, 
than  many  of  the  subjects  above  named,  its  absolute  TiecessUy  to  a 
medical  man,  even  of  the  highest  character,  (and  the  resolution  im- 
plies its  necessity  to  all  medical  men,)  may  possibly  admit  of  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion,  yet  almost  all  physicians  everywhere  will  say,  that 
it  is  not  thus  necessary ;  and  we  confess  that,  after  no  little  observa- 
tion, experience  and  reflection,  this  is  the  conclusion  to  which  we  have 
come.  A  superficial  knowledge  of  Latin  can  be  of  little  use  as  a 
means  of  mental  discipline ;  and  it  is  a  subject  of  very  serious  question 
whether  the  long  course  of  study  necessary  to  master  it,  may  not,  in 
a  large  number  of  cases,  be  very  much  more  profitably  devoted  to 
other  mental  acquirements. 

There  are  other  reasons,  of  a  special  and  local  character,  why  it  is 
thought  that  the  passage  of  such  a  resolution  by  the  Board  of  Regents 
would  be  improper.  The  sentiments  against  the  necessity  of  the  dead 
languages,  and  in  favor,  as  substitutes,  of  a  thorough  study  of  our 
own  language  and  literature — of  the  modern  European  tongues,  the 
mathematics,  and  especially  the  natural  sciences  and  philosophy,  as 
means,  at  once,  of  mental  discipline,  and  of  storing  the  mind  with 
useful  knowledge,  has  become  so  potent  among  us,  that,  in  obedience 
to  the  popular  demand,  a  "  scientific  course'^  has  been  established  in  the 
University,  from  which  Latin  and  Greek  are  excluded. 

In  deference  to  the  same  popular  demand,  another  institution  of  learn- 
ing has  been  established  and  is  supported  by  the  State,  taking  the 
name  of  the  *'  Michigan  Agricultural  College,"  where  a  four  years' 
course  of  study  is  pursued,  combining  each  day's  study  with  three 
hours  of  manual  labor;  thus  endeavoring  to  develope  symmetrically 
the  body  and  the  mind,  and  placing  within  the  reach  of  those  of  mod- 
erate means  facilities  for  the  acquisition  of  knowledge;  and  in  this 
institution,  where  many  of  our  young  men  of  talent  and  energy  are 
resorting,  the  dead  languages  are  excluded. 

The  State  Normal  School,  a  most  flourishing  institution,  where  many 
of  the  young  men  of  the  state  receive  an  education  fitting  them  for 
various  positions  in  life,  as  well  as  for  teaching,  grants  its  diplomas  to 
those  not  having  a  knowledge  of  the  ancient  languages;  and  our  state 
system  of  union  schools,  where  a  very  high  degree  of  mental  discipline 
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comparatively  too  far  while  aU  aronnd  us  lag  behind,-  we  might  be 
thought  to  set  a  good  example;  might  indeed  receive  the  crown  of 
martyrdom;  but  none  would  follow  that  example,  while  in  our  own 
deserted  halls  the  truths  of  legitimate  medicine  would  cease  to  be 
heard.  Our  rivals  and  enemies  would  rejoice;  the  various  forms  of 
quackery  would  be  jubilant;  and  the  funds  now  applied  for  as  thorough 
an  education  of  medical  men  for  the  State  as  can  at  present  be  effect- 
ed, would  be  appropriated  to  other  purposes;  while  the  cause  of  im- 
proved medical  education  would,  instead  of  being  advanced,  so  far  as 
our  influence  might  go,  experience  a  reverse.  These  are  the  unani- 
mous opinions  of  those  upon  the  ground  engaged  in  the  work.  None 
of  our  zeal  for  the  advancement  of  medical  education  is  lost:  our  op- 
position to  quackery  has  not  abated.  Though  not  as  openly  menaced 
with  destructive  interferences  as  a  few  years  ago,  we  are  still  firm 
upon  our  guard;  jealous  of  our  cherished  Institution;  and  ready  to  re- 
sist, come  in  what  form  it  may,  anything  which  threatens  its  existence 
or  stability;  while  we  hope  to  be  equally  ready  to  adopt  any  real  im- 
provements which  are  feasible  and  just,  and  to  which  the  profession 
and  people  would  be  willing  to  submit. 

Yours,  &c.,  A.  B.  Palmer, 

Abm.  Sager. 


« ^  •  ^ » 


SPONTANEOUS   LUXATIONa 

''Diseases  which  destroy  the  cartilages,  ligaments  and  articular 
cavities  of  the  bone,  may  give  rise  to  a  dislocation.  The  knee  is 
sometimes,  but  not  frequently,  partially  luxated,  in  consequence  of  a 
white-swelling  ;  (we  have  a  case  of  this  kind  under  treatment  at  the 
present  time. — g.  b.;)  the  thigh  is  often  luxated  in  consequence  of  the 
actabulum  and  ligaments  being  destroyed  by  disease.  Such  disloca- 
tions are  termed  spontaneous.^'     (Cooper^s  Surgical  Dictionary,  p.  3t9.) 

We  have  copied  the  above  in  order  to  show  what  is  meant  by  the 
term  "  Spontaneous  Luxation,"  as  described  by  authors,  and  to  say 
that  we  use  the  term  in  a  somewhat  different  sense.  The  terra  dis- 
ease, as  here  describod  and  as  taught  in  our  colleges,  means  inflamma- 
tory action,  either  in  its  acute  or  in  Its  chronic  form.  It  is  true  that, 
among  the  predisposing  causes  of  luxations,  that  "  looseness  of  the 
ligaments"  is  admitted  as  one.  But  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as 
spontaneous  luxation,  without  active  disease  affecting  the  integrity  of 
the  joints,  has  not,  we  believe,  been  admitted  to  exist,  except  in  utero. 
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Case  3.  An  active  boy  of  four  years  was  observed,  by  an  intelli- 
gent and  careful  mother,  in  Philadelphia,  to  limp  and  halt  upon  his 
right  leg  and  thigh.  On  examination  by  a  young  surgeon,  the  head 
of  the  femur  appeared  to  slip  partially  out  of  the  acetabulum,  and,  by 
well-directed  pressure  on  the  trochanter  major,  would  fall  back  again 
with  a  perceptible  "snap."  As  long  as  the  pressure  was  maintained, 
the  bone  appeared  to  remain  in  place,  and  the  boy  moved  about  with 
ease  and  without  halting.  The  young  surgeon  applied  a  pocket  hand- 
kerchief tightly  around  the  pelvis  and  over  the  head  of  the  bone  and 
trochanter,  and  had  the  satisfaction,  at  the  end  of  six  months,  to  find 
that  the  lad  could  walk  without  the  bandage,  and  was  &ee  from  any 
halting  in  his  gait.  This  lad  is  now  a  man  grown  and  in  active  busi- 
ness, with  no  defect  in  his  joints. 

Case  4.  A  child,  the  son  of  Mr.  V.,  was  observed,  some  eighteen 
months  since,  to  be  unable  to  raise  his  right  arm  and  hand  without 
the  assistance  of  the  left.  The  child  was  healthy  and  active,  and 
about  four  years  of  age.  Several  physicians  of  the  neighborhood,  in 
Missouri,  were  consulted,  who  gave  various  opinions  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  difficulty.  One  said  the  limb  was  paralyzed;  another  thought 
the  bone  at  the  shoulder  out  of  joint;  and  still  others  thought  nothmg 
of  consequence  was  the  matter  with  the  arm.  During  last  autumn, 
the  parents  removing  to  Philadelphia,  the  child  was  taken  to  some  of 
the  clinics  of  the  city,  and  some  of  our  ablest  surgeons  were  consulted, 
without,  however,  any  benefit  to  the  patient. 

On  examination  of  the  case  we  found  the  following  condition  of  the 
parts.  The  head  of  the  os  humerus  projected  forward  more  than  was 
natural ;  the  hand  turned  outward,  with  the  palm  outward  and  back- 
ward; the  deltoid  muscle  appeared  atrophied  and  wasted;  while  the 
pectoralis  major  and  latissimu:^  dorsi  seemed  to  retain  their  usual  de- 
velopment. The  child  could  not  lift  its  elbow  or  arm  outwards,  but 
applied  the  other  hand  to  his  arm  and  raised  it  when  desired  to  lift 
the  arm.  When  the  arm  was  lifted  up  horizontally  to  the  body,  and 
drawn  forward  and  outward,  a  thumb  of  the  surgeon  pressing  firmly 
backward  and  downward  on  the  head  of  the  displaced  bone,  it  was 
easily  reduced,  but  would  be  displaced  again  on  the  arm  being  al- 
lowed to  fall  by  his  side,  as  it  would  involuntarily.  The  motions  of 
the  arm  in  the  direction  of  the  above  large  muscles  are  considerable, 
and  the  limb  can  be  freely  moved  backward  and  forward. 

The  treatment  adopted  in  this  case  has  for  its  object,  first,  the  re- 
tention of  the  head  of  the  bone  in  its  proper  place ;  secondly,  the  de- 
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throagh  his  left  elbow-joiDt,  comminating  the  articular  surfaces.  Pro- 
tracted suppuration  and  the  discharge  of  numerous  fragments  of  bone 
ensued.  In  January,  185T,  the  wound  had  at  last  firmly  closed, 
leaving,  however,  his  elbow  in  a  state  of  perfect  anchylosis,  in  an 
angle  of  134^,  rendering  the  limb  useless,  and  himself,  in  the  very 
prime  of  life,  an  invalid. 

On  examination,  the  joint  was  totally  immovable,  olecranon  and 
capitulum  radii  retained  their  normal  shape.  There  was  deformity 
about  the  joint,  with  various  cicatrices;  the  joint,  however,  not  enlarg- 
ed, extremity  slightly  atrophied. 

The  operation  demanded  and  decided  upon  was  performed  on  the 
day  of  admission,  as  follows: 

Patient  in  lateral  posture;  the  arm  across  the  thorax,  fixed  by  an 
assistant,  and  the  axillary  artery  compressed  by  another.  An  incision 
was  made,  commencing  1^  inch  above  the  olecranon,  through  the 
triceps,  and  carried  4J  inches  along  the  ulna;  the  soft  parts  on  either 
side  of  the  bones  carefully  dissected  off.  A  curved  spatula  was 
placed  anteriorly  between  the  humerus  and  the  soft  tissues,  and  the 
former  divided  by  a  chain  saw,  just  above  the  fossa  olecrani.  The 
ulnar  nerve  could  not  be  isolated.  The  arm  was  now  bent  at  the 
division,  the  joint  cleared  by  careful  dissection,  and  the  epiphyses  of 
both  antibrachial  bones  sawed  through  in  similar  manner.  Two 
sutures  were  inserted,  the  remaining  portion  of  the  wound  lightly 
filled  with  a  bourdonnet,  and  in  fine,  a  wet  bandage  applied.  The 
loss  of  blood  was  trifling.  The  semiflexed  extremity  being  supported 
by  splints,  was  then  placed  in  a  permanent  water-bath  +  1°  j^ 

Next  day  there  was  but  slight  febrile  reaction. 

13th. — Moderate  swelling;  water  ordered  to  be  15^  +  R. 

15th. — Suppuration  had  commenced.  Some  sloughs  of  cellular 
tissue  were  removed.  Pulse  still  accelerated,  but  the  patient  doing 
well. 

20th. — Sutures  removed.  Granulation  observed  at  the  ground  of 
the  wound.     Bath  +  30^  R.     Liberal  diet  and  tonics. 

23rd. — Patient  in  excellent  condition,  passing  some  hours  out  of  bed. 
Wound  filling  with  granulation. 

April  1st. — Patient  about  the  garden.  Arm  secured  by  splints  and 
angle  of  flexion  frequently  altered.  A  few  days  afterwards  formation 
of  abscess  at  the  wound,  incision  and  removal  of  two  sequestra  from 
the  free  ends  of  the  bones.     Cataplasms. 

April  ISth.-^PatientJeft  the  hc.-^.Jtai:  tbr  woiinU  'Aas  theL  almost 
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QDexceptionable,  for  the  general  health  of  the  patient  was  good,  and 
his  youtlj  eminently  favorable.  The  interested  parts  were  also  free 
from  disease,  and  the  economical  condition  of  the  patient  was  amply 
sufficient  to  purchase  all  conveniences  and  comforts  of  the  sick. 

The  various  remedies  proposed  to  overcome  anchylosis  comprise: 

1st.  The  forcible  flexion  and  extension  of  the  extremity  under  chJo^ 
roform  anaesthesis.  It  is,  however,  self-evident  that  this  otherwise  in- 
estimable procedure  can  exercise  no  effect  upon  an  osseous  union  of 
an  entire  joint,  and  should  be  reserved  for  spurious  anchylosis,  or  for 
instances  of  partial  bony  connections  by  osteophites  or  callus  bridges^ 

2nd.  The  brisement  force  of  Louvrier  by  great  manual  or  mechani- 
cal force.  In  as  far  as  this  method  applies  to  perfect  anchylosis,  it 
should  be  entirely  dismissed,  on  the  ground  that  no  surgeon,  however 
carefully  he  may  proceed,  has  it  in  his  power  to  determine  the  locality 
of  the  intended  fracture,  nor  the  amount  of  injury  he  may  eventivally 
inflict  upon  the  soft  parts.  Both  experiments  and  clinical  observation 
have  generally  shown  that  the  fractures  chiefly  ensue  either  above  or 
below  the  anchylosed  joint,  and  in  young  individuals  diasthesis  seems 
to  foe  inevitable.  At  any  rate,  an  operation  like  that  of  Louvrier 
could  not  be  entertained  for  a  moment  in  the  case  of  Prof.  Langen- 
beck,  as  not  the  breaking  up  of  the  bony  union,  but  the  re-establish- 
ment of  articular  mobility  was  the  sole  object. 

3rd.  The  exsection  of  a  wedge  and  the  infraction  of  the  rest  as  con>- 
mended  by  Rhea  Barton.  Against  this  method  the  same  argument 
would  hold  good,  as  it  would  serve  to  reproduce  anchylosis  in  a  dif- 
ferent angle,  but  not  articulation.  However  useful  it  has  undoubtedly 
proven  in  anchylosed  knee-joint,  it  is  totally  unavailable  when  the 
elbow-joint  is  anchylosed. 

4th.  Subcutaneous  osteotomy  of  Langenbeck,  to  which  appertain^ 
however,  the  same  objections,  for  it  cannot  prevent  the  new  formation 
of  callus.  Its  practical  availability  is  confined  to  deformities  of  cyl- 
indrical bones  by  Rachitis  or  badly  united  fracture. 

5th.  Total  resection  of  the  joint. 

In  comparing  the  relative  value  of  the  various  operations  that  could 
have  been  possibly  entertained  with  the  object  in  view,  none  but  the 
entire  exsection  could  have  been  determined  upon,  as  was  performed. 
The  possible  results  of  that  operation  come  under  the  following  heads: 

1st.  Reformation  of  anchylosis  vera  by  callus.     This  must  be  ex- 
pected when  the  periosteum  is  retained  in  too  large  extent,  and  may, 
therefore,  be  obviated  by  carefnlly  removing  it  to  the  extent  of  the 
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the  coDstitQtion  ^avelj  impaired,  we  hftve,  indeed,  rational  preteii- 
BiOQS  to  operate-  for  the  re-estaUishmeDt  of  lost  mohilitj,  and  a  just 
expectation  of  snccess  when  the  individual  condition  of  the  patient  doea 
not  present  exception.  Henceforth  the  operation  may  be  looked  upon 
as  perfectly  legitimate. 

As  to  the  method,  it  aeema  to  be  perfectly  indifferent  to  the  success 
whether  the  linear  incision,  or  the  plan  of  Moreau  or  LIston  is  pre- 
ferred. 


OUR  FHHiAOEIiPHIA  COSRESFONDENT. 
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Ooe  tDucbsr  utais  mikei  tbi  n hols  world  kin,"— SBtUKraiu. 

We  cannot  bnt  see  the  truth  of  the  above  nphoriam  of  the  great 
bard  in  all  the  affairs  of  time,  as  they  pnss  before  oar  eyes  in  pano- 
ramic view.  The  present;  the  all -pervading  present!  now,  to-dnyl 
this  hour;  this  minute;  'tis  all  we  have  and  nil  that  life  can  claim. 
Our  veneribU  families,  oar  venerable  ancestors,  onr  veneralile  iustlLu- 
tionsl  Where  are  they?  Where  is  the  venerable  society  founded  by 
Franklin  and  his  compeers?  Where  is  the  American  Pliilosopliical 
Society,  in  whose  magic  circle  the  names  of  Rittenhouse,  Rtisli,  and 
hundreds  of  the  worthies  of  that  day  shone  with  bucIi  brilliancy? 
Echo  answers,  Whcrel  Where  are  our  old  medicul  institiitions  tend- 
ing? The  new,  democratic  school,  numbers  more  Ihuii  500  studeuts; 
the  old  one  probably  less  than  400.  Tlie  names  of  Rnsh  and  I'hysic 
will  not  aid  in  covering  the  surgical  blunder  of  mistaking  an  enlarged 
omentum  for  an  ovarian  tumor,  and  the  consequent  ej]>loriit^  incision 
ot  thirteen  inches  length;  or  of  mistaking  a  niauimnry  abscess  Tor  a 
tnmor  of  that  region,  whore  the  tumor  had  possibly  "dogeuoraled" 
inlo  pns. 

By-the-bye,  IhestndenUof  the  city,  fii-cd  with  the  enlhusia-sm  which 
was  kindled  during  the  lute  Blockley  Hospital  contest,  got  up,  in  their 
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Drirriaatiag  aad  fouodin;;,  and  men  (supposed  to  be  respectable  I)  have 
been  found  mean  enough  to  seek  for  and  take  his  place.  If  wc  know 
the  subject  of  these  persecations  aright,  lie  looks  upon  the  parly  and 
the  whole  moveraeot  with  that  coiitemjit  which  it  and  they  deserve. 
I  Men  talk  alionC  medical  ethics,  and  band  together  to  persecute  and 
b  drive  one  of  their  number  out  of  the  profession,  while  they  will  sastaiu 
I  and  praise  men  whose  moral  character  stinks  in  the  noslrik  of  Uk  tom- 
I  Kwiily.  We  would  not  be  surprised  at  all  to  hear  of  this  peaceful, 
I  ethical,  pious  party  convulsing  the  Am.  Med.  Association  again  next 
I  spring  with  their  personal  persecutions  and  sham  enthusiasm  for  the 
CH.  We  are  very  much  disposed  to  think  that  a  little  self-exami- 
nation, in  a  proper  light,  would  do  these  busy  bodies  good. 

ApoTHEciRiEa  Prescribing  for  Patients. 
We  have  heeu  struck  with  the  fact  that  the  apothecaries  in  Phila- 
delphia, however  ignorant  and  iucompeteut,  are  in  the  daily  habit  of 
prescribing  for  the  sick;  not  only  for  the  poor  do  they  prescribe,  but 
I  for  large  numbers  of  the  rich  and  paying  patients.  They  get  fees 
both  for  the  advice  and  for  their  medicine.  Now,  this  is  manifestly 
nnjust  to  the  regular  physician,  who  sends  his  prescriptions  to  be  com- 
pounded by  the  apothecary;  for  which  the  druggist  is  sure  of  his  pay, 
while  the  doctor  often  prescribes  for  nothing.  The  reciprocity  or 
honesty  of  the  affair  is  not  to  be  misunderstood.  To  say  nothing  of 
the  great  injustice  to  the  patient,  whose  disease  is  often  aggravated  by 
the  ignorance  of  the  apothecary,  the  physician  is  robbed  of  his  rights 
outright.  Either  the  apothecaries  shoold  not  prescribe,  or  the  physi- 
cian should  vend  his  own  medicine. 
I  Another  evil  not  uncommon  among  us,  is  the  selling  of  brandy  bit- 
■  ters  and  other  alcoholic  drinks  with  the  so-called  mineral  water.  Bot- 
tles are  kept  with  the  tonic  preparation  ready  for  sick  customers  who 
call  regularly,  sometimes  more  than  once  a  day,  for  tbeir  soda  water. 
Temperance  men  should  look  after  this  abuse  of  the  medicine-vondiug 
powers.  The  truth  is,  friend  Gazette,  that  the  drinking  habits  of  th» 
community,  in  spite  of  the  glorious  revival  in  religious  matters,  have 
increased  to  an  alarming  extent,  and  nil  lovers  of  their  race  should 
rouse  themselves  to  the  importance  of  this  fact.  The  very  foundations 
of  society  are  threatened  by  them.  We  have  many  young  medical 
men  who  cannot,  and  will  not  meet  together  night  or  day  without 
drinking,  and  making  others  drink  largely  of  whiskey  or  brandy,  or 
both.    The  profession  should  put  its  heel  upon  this  practice,  as  caica- 
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State  Medical  Society,  or,  if  jou  please,  llie  medical  profession  of  Cali- 
fornia persoDified,  Ijing  od  a  bed  heforo  joa,  the  subject  of  a  ruDQiDg 
cliaiqiie. 

We  are  a  heterofreneoiia  mass — an  army  of  incompatibles.  Xo 
country  in  tiie  world  is  supplied  with  physicians  so  diverse  iu  charac- 
ter. We  have  all  the  pccuiiariiies  of  all  the  Echools  in  the  world, 
coupled  with  all  the  pecniiarities  of  all  the  nations  in  the  world.  The 
physicians  of  California  know  less  of  each  other  than  the  phyaicians  of 
any  other  land;  and  they  care  less  for  each  other.  There  is  no  fl'a- 
ternity.  Every  mau  is  for  himself,  and  thinks  the  best  way  to  raise 
himselfis  by  treading  down  others.  All  through  the  conntry,  in  every 
town  and  village,  there  can  be  but  one  doctor  in  the  same  held.  We 
live  in  continual  war  with  each  other — an  internecine  war,  murderous 
and  suicidal.     It  is  so  elsewhere,  but  more  so  in  California, 

I  believe  this  hateful  practice  of  (ault-rinding  and  abusing  Is  much 
more  prevalent  among  physicians  than  they  are  aware  of.  It  is  the 
result  of  habit  rather  than  of  malice.  It  is  often  done  thoughtlessly 
and  unconsciously.  Sometimes  a  wise  look  conveys  the  poison — or  a 
Fi'ench  shrug — or  a  gentle  whisper,  with  the  affectation  of  kindness. 
As  critics,  we  have  as  mnch  feeling  for  our  fellows  as  for  the  subject 
of  an  autopsy.  We  comment  with  no  delicate  reserve  on  the  treat- 
ment of  patients  by  others,  and  if  we  can  contrive  to  differ  from  them, 
we  do  it — the  more  publicly,  the  better.  It  is  a  mark  of  superior  wis- 
dom to  detect  error  in  a  brother  practitioner  and  proclaim  it  openlj. 
How  strikingly  is  this  trait  exhibited  in  courts  of  justioet  When  were 
two  physicians  ever  known  to  harmonize  in  their  testimony!  How 
easily  can  any  stupid  lawyer  put  our  profession  to  the  blush  on  the 
witness  stand! 

Surgeons  are  worse  iu  these  respects  than  physicians  proper.  Young 
Burgeons  are  especially  ijnarrelsome;  as  thef  grow  older  they  grow 
wiser,  unless  they  were  fools  from  birth.  Eciut  attaches  to  ojierative 
surgery,  and  popular  applause  is  more  readily  obt^nod  by  the  Icnifo 
than  in  the  practice  of  medicine.  Operations  are  talked  of  by  every* 
body,  while  treatment  without  operations  is  not  appreciated  by  tbs 
vulgar.  A  single  bold  and  successful  operation  may  establish  the 
reputation  of  a  snrgeon  and  make  his  fortune.  He  who  saves  a  doubt- 
ful limb  docs  well;  but  he  who  chops  it  off  dexterously  iu  two  minutea 
aud  forty  seconds,  gains  imperishable  fame.  The  wooden  leg  is  a 
valkiug  advertisement.     There  are  surgeons,  not  a  few,  who  would  am- 
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ptitate  a  member  or  extirpate  a  tumor,  accordingly  as  otber  surgeons 
bad  pronoauced  for  or  against  the  operation. 

Petients  are  Beldom  slow  in  deciding  ou  the  competency  and  still 
of  their  professional  attendant.  Considerate  und  sensible  men  will 
sometime  hesitate,  doubtful  of  their  capacity  to  judge ;  but  yotir  stupid 
patients  never  hesitate  a  moment.  To  assume  this  power  of  judging, 
is  a  great  error  on  the  part  of  the  people.  It  keeps  us  continually  on 
trial  before  au  incompetent  and  prejudiced  tribunal.  But  phyuiciana 
tbemselres  are  greatly  responsible  for  the  evil,  through  their  o' 
readiness  to  judge  and  to  condemn  each  other  without  adequate 
knowledge. 

Perhaps  my  brethren  will  object  to  this  picture  of  the  profession  li 
California,  aa  oyerdrawn.     Happy  should  I  be  to  think  so;  bat  I 
there  is  no  room  for  such  consolation.    To  detect  jealousies,  and  con* 
tentloQB,  and  bickeriugs,  and  tale-bearing,  in   shameful  and 
abundance,  requires  no  great  Ekiii  in  diagnosis.     I  am  afraid  the  case 
is  beyond  the  range  of  my  therapeutics.     One  thing,  howeyer,  is  pal- 
pable; that  no  available  remedy  can  be  so  effectual  as  the  organizinj 
and  cherishing  medical  associations  in  every  possible  locality.     Thifl 
one  of  the  main  purposes  of  the  State  Society. 

The  standard  of  medical  edacatiou  in  Kurope  being  higher  than 
America,  foreign  physicians,  as  a  body,  have  more  learning  than  ouEj 
own.  But  learning  is  not  wisdom.  I  believe  American  physiciaoi 
excel  in  tack — skiE — judgment.  They  are  more  independent  of  schoi 
and  theories.  They  have  more  originality.  They  adapt  thcmselv) 
more  readily  to  circumstances.  Both  classes  would  derive  mneh  t 
fit  by  attrition.  The  French  appear  to  aland  aloof  Tliey  do 
mingle  with  us  in  association.  The  German  physicians  are  less  eidt 
fiivB.  The  British  are  more  like  ourselves.  All  would  be  greatly  ii 
proved  by  personal  and  professional  intercourse. 

Now  that  I  have  gone  so  far  into  painful  confessions  nnd  hamilifr>1 
ting  acknoffledgraeuts  of  prevailing  evils,  let  me  add  an  emphatic  con* 
flemnation  of  public  quarrels  through  the  newspapers  or  otherwiaff. 
There  are  few  occasions  tliat  will  justify  us  in  appealing  to  the  press, 
or  to  the  popular  feeling,  even  in  self-defence.  There  is  just  as  much 
sense  in  parading  our  (jnarrels  in  the  press,  as  there  would  be  in  a  mar- 
ried couple  attempting  to  settle  their  domestic  squabbles  through  the 
newspapers.  If  there  must  be  growling,  and  snarling,  and  snapping 
in  the  family  circle,  let  us  for  very  shame  keep  the  door  shut 
our  troubles  from  the  world. 


ibut  and  bide  ^^—a 
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It  would  not  be  difBcalt  to  aame  some  localities  in  California  where 
medical  societies  bare  not  been  able  to  live  without  occasiojial  explo- 
sions— new  societies  growing  oat  of  the  disrupted  fragmeDts,  thera- 
Belves  to  be  sundered  in  turn.  In  one  region  we  are  threatened  with 
as  many  tiistiuct  societies  as  there  are  doctors.  This  is  child's  plaj — 
worse  tliau  child's  play. 

Private  and  exclusive  medical  organizations  have  shown  themselves 
capable  oT  doing  much  mischief  in  the  profes.sion,  out  of  their  own 
limits.  Whether  they  confer  any  compensating  benefits  on  their 
members,  it  ia  difficult  to  determine.  My  own  conviction  is,  that  med- 
ical societies  should  t>e  founded  on  a  broad,  catholic  basis,  and  should 
be  open  to  all  worthy  members;  and  that  they  cannot  work  well  ia 
the  dark  for  the  good  of  the  entire  profession.  The  tendency  of  pri- 
vate and  exclusive  associations  is  to  establish  cliques,  and  create  jeal- 
ousies and  saapicioDB.  Besides,  they  are  apt  to  degenerate  into  drink- 
ing clubs. 

Another  objection  to  select  and  exclusive  medical  associations  is, 
that  they  overlook  the  philanthropic  aspect  of  our  profession,  by  shut- 
ting out  that  class  of  pbywciaiis  who  have  most  need  of  instruction 
and  encouragement.  Tliey  are  essentially  selfish.  The  young,  the 
diffident,  the  obscure,  the  inexperienced — more  than  this,  the  perverse, 
and  ill-tempered,  and  insubordinate — should  be  sought  out  and  taken 
by  the  baud.  TJsefnl  as  discipline  may  be,  kindness  is  often  more 
potent  for  the  correction  of  error. 

The  temptation  to  advertise  is  soraetiraes  strong  enough  to  induce 
physicians  to  disregard  our  code  of  ethics,  and  to  bring  themselves 
into  notice  through  the  newspapers.  To  what  extent  a  physician  may 
advertise  with  propriety,  is  a  difficult  matter  for  settlement,  A  few 
years  since,  in  the  then  chaotic  condition  of  society,  it  was  well  enongh, 
and  often  necessary,  to  announce  something  more  than  simply  the 
name  and  profession.  But  now  there  is  not  the  same  necessity.  In 
this  respect,  mnch  depends  on  the  custom  of  the  place  and  the  people. 
Thus,  in  Philadelphia,  it  ia  enough  to  place  the  name  and  profession 
on  a  small  sign-board;  and  any  addition,  sncli  as  "  surgeon"  or  "  ac- 
concheur,"  savors  of  charlatanism.  There,  one  ia  scarcely  auflered  t6 
publish  bis  card  in  a  newspaper.  In  New  York,  where  things  are 
done  oil  a  larger  scale,  the  sign  may  be  as  large  as  that  of  an  eating 
house,  and  may  contain  a  little  information.  In  Boston,  specialities 
are  advertised  extensively.  The  practice  of  medicine,  and  of  surgery, 
and  of  obstetrics  being  separate  in  some  countries,  it  k 
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modify  the  siga  accordiiiglj.  In  Califoraia,  we  Iiave  neither  rale  nor 
custom:  Physicians  have  brought  their  cnBt'oma  and  their  signs  from 
elsewhere,  and  we  have  a  rariety. 

There  are  other  modeB  of  advertising  considered  legitimate,  if  not 
pushed  too  far.  One  uses  bis  horse  as  an  advertising  medium,  and 
rides  into  practice.  Another  offers  his  services  to  sundry  charitabis 
institutions,  and  has  his  name  published  accordingly,  though  his  phi- 
lanthropy may  not  run  out  of  this  particular  channel.  One  has  some 
female  friends  of  extraordinary  conversational  powers,  who  talk  about 
him  in  season  and  out  of  season,  perhaps  much  against  his  will,  thoagh 
motives  of  delicacy  prevent  him  from  rebuking  them.  Whilst  another 
happens  to  have  some  kind  of  friend  connected  with  the  press,  who 
publishes  his  cures  and  operations,  while  the  poor  doctor  submits  ia 
painful  silence  to  the  martyrdom  of  pufQng.  Finally,  the  most  unex- 
ceptionable mode  of  advertising  is  through  medical  journals,  from 
which  the  physician  reaps  a  just  reward,  provided  his  contribatioDS 
are  worthy  the  cause  of  science.  Fortunately,  the  extreme  healthful-' 
ness  of  our  climate  enables  some  members  of  the  profession  to  keep  aa 
eye  on  this  practice,  and  see  that  it  is  not  overdone. 

So  signal  has  been  the  success  of  many  empu-ics  in  amassing  for- 
tunes by  advertising  their  nostrums  in  the  newspapers,  that  we  cannot 
marvel  if  occasionally  a  respectable  practitioner,  pinched  by  want, 
follows  in  the  track.  In  regard  to  the  empirical  advertisements  al- 
luded to,  we  may  as  well  hold  our  peace.  So  long  as  charlatans  aod 
impostors,  known  to  be  such,  are  willing  to  pay  exorbitant  prices,  the 
newspapers  will  do  their  filthy  work,  and  give  currency  to  the  most 
mendacious  pnffs,  and  the  most  obscene  announcements,  column  after 
column,  inviting  to  abortion  and  to  all  manner  of  licentiousness.  Tbs 
latest  phase  which  this  business  has  assumed,  is  the  publication  of  ad- 
Tertisemen thunder  the  editorial  caption;  the  advertiser  paying  an  extra 
price  to  induce  the  editor  to  lie  for  him;  thus  gulling  shallow  readers 
to  believe  that  the  editor  is  ttlliug  his  own  stoiy,  instead  of  hiring  his 
conscience  to  the  quack,  after  the  fashion  of  the  witches  of  the  laet 
century,  who  sold  themselves  to  the  devil  for  a  consideration.  The 
conductors  of  the  press  may  attempt  to  shield  themselves  from  otir 
Btriclurea  by  attributing  them  to  jealousy  and  envy,  but  we  can  at 
least  claim  of  ihem  that,  when  they  publish  known  falsehoods,  it  ahall 
be  as  advertisements,  and  not  as  their  own  declarations;  and  tiiat  the; 
render  their  papers  fit  for  admission  into  decent  famiUes  by  stripping 
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the  obauenity  from  &  certain  class  of  advertiseinents,  though  to  do  so 
woald  be  like  eti'lpping  a  strumpet  of  all  tier  Sesti. 

London  has  been  styled  the  paradise  of  qaacka,  and  California  merits 
the  eamc  epithet;  and  a  paradise  of  qnneks  is  also  a  paradise  of  fools. 
The  history  of  charlatanism  in  California  would  reveal  some  remarka- 
ble facts.  For  instance;  an  ingenious  tradesman,  who  knows  less  of 
the  practice  of  medicine  than  a  well-trained  doctor's  horse,  determines 
to  live  no  longer  by  bis  hands.  He  expands  in  a  single  niglil  into  a 
celebrated  doctor,  forges  certificates  of  medical  men,  and  makes  him- 
self iiaoB-n  in  his  new  character  over  the  country,  through  the  news- 
papers. He  employs  some  obscure  and  half-starved  physician  in  hia 
office  to  do  the  prescribing.  liusincsa  comes  in,  advertising  iucreaacB 
column  upon  colomn,  and  in  a  few  years  he  is  a  rich  maa.  Among 
the  thousands  who  have  contribated  to  make  his  fortune,  none  know 
that  they  have  procured  the  servicea — not  of  the  individual  applied  to, 
but  of  a  regular,  thongb  probably  an  incompetent,  physician  hired  by 
bimi 

A  few  thongbts  present  themselves  on  another  topic — to  what  ex- 
tent has  society  a  claim  on  the  gratuitoua  services  of  the  faculty  in 
hospitals  and  other  institutions?  In  citiea  where  medical  schools  exist, 
the  opportunities  for  clinical  inatruetion  derived  from  public  institu- 
tions fully  compensate  the  medical  attendants;  but  in  California  thero 
13  no  such  consideration,  and  the  question  atands  upon  a  different 
basis.  If  physicians  were  paid  for  their  servicea  to  the  poor  ont  of 
doors,  onr  public  institutions  might  set  up  some  claim.  But  where  is 
there  a  class  of  men  who  do  so  much  for  the  poor  as  physicians— es- 
pecially here  in  California?  I  have  no  doubt,  from  my  own  experienoo, 
and  from  inquiries  of  my  medical  friends,  that  one-half  the  entire 
labor  of  the  medicol  profession  in  California  is  tieeiowed  without  re- 
ward. Of  what  other  profesaion,  or  trade,  or  occupation  among  men 
can  this  be  said?  Holding  this  fact  in  view,  has  the  public  any  fur- 
ther claims  on  our  charity  or  philanthropy?  Are  our  services  better 
Bppreeiated  when  we  so  cheapen  them?  Why  should  physicians  stand 
out  alone  so  coui'picnously  as  entitled  to  no  compensation?  Do  law- 
yers serve  the  public  gratuitously?     Do  ministers  of  the  gospel? 

Another  consideration — our  profession  Js  overstocked.  Many  wof- 
thy  young  men  in  our  ranks,  wlio  have  spent  all  their  means  in  obtain- 
ing a  medical  education,  and  have  disqualified  themselves  thereby  for 
other  occupations — aye,  aud  some  older  ones  perhaps,  with  families 
dependent  on  them,  are   struggling  against  penury,  scarcely  earning 
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their  daily  bread.  la  it  jast  to  these  to  dry  ii[>  any  of  the  sonrcea 
from  whiuh  our  profession  should  live?  Have  not  these,  onr  proreB- 
Bional  brethren,  as  strong  claims  on  our  benevolence  as  the  great  and 
magnauimoas  public? 

This  subject  derives  additional  importance  from  the  circnmstance 
that  public  hospitals  iire  soon  to  be  founded  in  all  parts  of  the  State, 
and  of  the  Pacific  coast,  and  that  present  precedents  wil!  extend  their 
influence  everywhere  throughoat  this  Western  Empire. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  obstruct  the  fouudation  of  philanthropy,  or  to 
stifle  the  Blightest  emotion  of  horaanity  in  any  human  bosom.  Ours 
a  philanthropic  profession — eminently  so.  From  the  ancient  days  when 
the  sick  were  exposed  in  public  places  ihat  they  might  obtain  the  kind 
counsel  of  passers  by,  and  when  the  Temple  of  Cos  opened  its  wiiliag 
portals  alike  to  prince  and  pauper,  down  through  thousands  of  years, 
in  all  the  mutations  and  revolutions  of  society,  ours  has  stood  forw&rd 
as  THE  philanthropic  profession  of  the  world.  Always  in  readiness  to, 
extend  relief  to  the  needy — always  rushing  with  alacrity  to  stanncl 
the  bleeding  wound — without  noise  and  without  boast  it  has  taken, 
care  of  the  world's  poor  through  the  lojig  ages  of  time;  and  the  fn-. 
junction  so  to  do,  and  the  sentiment  that  God  is  paymaster  for  the' 
indigent,  are  recorded  in  our  ethics  in  letters  that  fihine.  And  thoagh 
men  have  grown  so  inured  to  our  custom  in  this  respect,  as  to  claim  it 
as  a  right  that  we  should  do  more  for  humanity  than  our  proportion, 
and  though  we  fail  to  receive,  in  many  cases,  even  the  reword  of  grati- 
tude from  the  recipients  of  onr  kindness,  yet  I  would  iucuicate  in  the 
heart  of  every  medical  man  our  imperative  duty  to  the  poor,  as  the 
pride  and  honor  and  glory  of  our  profession. 

It  mast  bo  acknowledged  that  mnch  of  the  unpaid  labor  of  phys!- 
clans  is  not  intended  as  such  when  bestowed.  On  this  head  they  ari 
subject  to  grievous  impositions.  They  may  safely  calculate  to  lose  a 
moiety  of  their  charges,  but  they  cannot  single  out,  by  appearances,  or 
otherwise,  those  by  whom  they  are  to  suffer,  The  stranger  who  wears 
a  rude  and  unpromising  exterior,  may  have  a  liberal  fee  in  his  pocketj 
while  an  immense  number  of  gentee!  sponges  live  on  poor  widows  am 
others,  keepers  of  boarding  bouses,  and  pay  no  debts  whatever.  Bl 
the  poorest  people  in  California,  and  those  from  whom  W( 
may  live  in  stylish  mansions  and  fare  suraptnously  every  day.  Whilst 
people  of  these  classes  are  most  exacting  in  their  requisitions,  sparing 
their  physicians  neither  by  day  nor  by  uight,  they  compensate  him 
neither  with  thanks  nor  dollars.     On  the  contrary,  the  unsettled  bil" 
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aDDOfs  tbcm,  and  Snail;  oouverts  them  into  enemies.  It  ia  not  a,  bad 
cnsUim  for  t)ie  associated  pljsiciana  of  a  city  or  county  to  make  a 
register  of  sucb  persons,  and  keep  the  liliick  list  for  common  inspection. 

Of  course,  I  have  do  allusion  to  those  iiidividaals  and  families  who 
are  really  poor,  though  they  may  not  exhibit  the  outward  marks  <rf 
penury,  and  who  treat  us  with  candor  and  consideration,  and  are  really 
grateful  for  our  serrices.  We  soon  ^t  to  know  such,  and  so  far  from 
complaining  against  them,  they  awaken  our  kindest  symjiatbics. 

That  physicians  should  be  put  to  so  much  difficulty  in  collecting  a 
moiety  of  their  charges,  after  the  toil  and  espusnre  and  anxiety  inci- 
dent to  the  earning  of  them,  is  an  intolerable  evil.  Would  it  not  be 
well,  in  view  of  the  shifting  population  of  California,  to  adopt  the 
practice  of  requiring  the  fee  on  each  visit?  Three  tiroes  in  fonr,  where 
your  patients  are  not  able  to  comply  with  tliis  rule,  they  will  never 
pay  you.  In  all  such  cases  we  might  well  afford  to  regard  them  ss 
proper  objects  of  gratuitous  attention.  We  have  just  four  classes  of 
patients  to  deal  with — the  first  have  money  without  honor;  the  second, 
honor  without  money;  the  third,  neither  money  nor  honor;  the  fourth, 
both  money  and  honor.  At  present  it  is  only  in  the  fortuitous  con- 
junction last  named  that  we  have  any  chance  of  gelling  paid.  The 
lawyer  demands  hia  fee  in  advance,  and  gets  it.  But  then  his  services 
more  highly  priced  than  onra.  He  has  to  do  with  property,  while 
concern  is  only  life.  Aud  everybody  knows  that  in  California  the 
latter  is  of  little  moment  iu  coiiipurison  with  the  former.  Yon  wrest 
a  patient  from  the  grasp  of  death  and  restore  him  to  health  and  busi- 
ness; and  when  yen  have  waited  tilt  he  has  paid  every  other  debt,  he 
may  graciously  and  grudgingly  count  you  out  a  few  doUurs,  which  you 
receive  in  all  humility  and  thankfulness,  sensible  that  he  is  paying  you 
more  than  his  life  is  worth.  But  even  this  is  an  honorable  man,  by 
comparison.  Custom  and  duty  require  us  to  save  life  on  all  possible 
occasions,  and  under  all  possible  circumstances.  Were  it  otherwise, 
Aud  dare  we  act  the  part  of  the  casuist,  we  might  beucGt  the  world 
by  withholding  cnrative  means  at  choice,  aud  thus  siilTer  death  to  re- 
lieve society  of  the  vilest  specimeas  of  humanity. 

J  scarcely  kuow  if  it  would  be  worth  my  while  to  allude  to  the  base 
competition  of  trade  whiclj  effects  the  interests  of  our  profession  in 
California  to  u  ruinous  extent.  Underbidding  and  undermining  are 
bad  enough  when  induced  by  sharp  necessity.  Bat  tlicy  are  perfectly 
inexcusable  when  prompted  only  by  a  spirit  of  rivalry  or  by  ambilioD. 

To  Hvt  is  a  duty  we  owe  to  curfielves:  to  Itl  live  is  one  not  less  im- 
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PUERPERAL  FBVER. 

The  Academy  of  Medicine,  iu  Paris,  haa  for  some  time  been  ocon- 
pied  ID  a  discussion  od  Puerperal  ferer,  in  which  the  leading  obstet- 
ricians  or  tlie  French  metropolis  bave  given  utterance  at  length  to 
their  opinions.  From  among  the  numerous  speeches,  we  translate 
that  of  M.  Cflzeaux,  as  it  gives  a  very  good  digest  of  the  different 
opinions  entertained. 

I  think  that  it  would  be  nupterfloous,  after  the  speeches  you  have 
heard,  to  revert  to  the  fiyraptomatology  and  anatomical  characters  of 
the  disease  or  diseases  collectively  described  under  the  names  of  puer- 
peral fcvtr  or  putrpcral  peritonitis.  These  points  in  the  discnssion 
appear  to  me  to  have  been  sufficiently  studied  by  M.  Depaul  and  ii, 
Crureilhier.  Tou  are  aware  of  the  importance  given  by  the  last 
Darned  speaker  to  lymphangitis  among:  the  alterations  peculiar  to  puer- 
peral fever;  so  ranch  so,  that  he  considers  it  cbaracteristic  of  that 
disease  But  thai  opinion  has  been  vehemently  disputed  by  M.  Be- 
tier,  who  maintains,  on  the  contrary,  that,  in  autopsies  of  women 
who  have  died  of  puerperal  fever,  he  has  foand  inBammation  of  the 
Teina  more  frequently  than  of  the  lymphatics.  This  assertion  of  M. 
Behiev'a  has  snrprised  me  greatly.  I  have,  for  my  own  part,  opened 
a  goodly  number  of  bodies  of  women  who  have  died  of  puerperal  dis- 
eases, and  I  declare  that,  like  M.  Cruveilhier,  I  have  found  pus  mnch 
more  frequently  in  the  uterine  lymphatics  than  in  the  veins.  Does 
not  M.  Behier'a  error  depend  on  an  anatomical  confusion  ?  For  it  is 
remarkable  that,  although  he  describes  the  pus  as  being  in  other  ves- 
sels thuu  M.  Cruveilhier  does,  he  still  Bnds  it  in  the  same  parts  of  the 
uterus  or  its  appendages;  that  is  to  say,  in  those  portions  which  are 
particularly  rich  in  lymphatic  vessels.  But  there  is  one  question 
which  has  in  au  special  degree  excited  the  speakers;  it  is  that  of 
knowing  what  is  the  nataro  of  puerperal  fever,  and  what  nosological 
tank  it  is  proper  to  assign  to  the  lesions  which  it  presents. 

In  this  respect  the  speakers  have  been  divided  into  two  camps. 
In  the  one,  they  admit  the  existence  of  an  essentia!  fever — of  a 
pyrexia;  in  the  other,  they  see  only  local  phlegmasite.  Up  to  the 
present  moment,  M.  Beau  is  the  only  one  who  has  formally  declared 
himself  in  favor  of  ibis  latter  doctrine.  With  regard  to  the  doctrine 
of  essentiality,  it  baa  found  supporters  in  M.  Depaul,  who  has  the 
most  boldly  and  Ihe  most  clearly  laid  down  the  question;  in  M.  Dan- 
yau,  who  has  also  spoken  out  resolntely  eoougli;  in  M.  Trousseau, 
wbo,  after  having  formally  rejected  the  puerperal  fever,  bas  so  well 
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assign  a  place  to  puerperal  fever,  consist,  iti  my  opinion,  in  tlieir  hay- 
ing studied  it  under  its  epidemic  form.  In  ordei  to  foi'm  a  true  and 
fliear  idea  of  the  diaeuae,  we  ranst  look  nt  it  under  its  sporadii;  Ibrm; 
-ftat  is,  in  its  condition  of 'xinipliuity,  diseiigag'ctl  from  the  special  ele- 
fnents  of  gravity  neceasorily  given  to  it  by  tlio  epidemiu  eliamcter. 
Let  Qs  then  imn^ine  a  pliysidan  wlio  has  never  seen  a  case  of  puer- 
peral fever,  and  v«ho  has  never  rend  a  descripliim  of  tliis  malady.  Ha 
is  brought  into  the  prcfieiice  of  a  woman  recently  confined,  in  whom 
ft  laborious  parturition,  a  prolonged  labor,  has  produced  numerous 
faroiscs  and  laceratlo'is,  Rpeodiiy  followed  by  yiolent  shivering,  by  very 
severe  abdominal  pains,  and  by  a  series  ol  other  severe  general  and 
local  symptoms  which  will  rnpiiily  terminate  in  death.  At  the  autop- 
sy, he  linds  pus  in  the  peritoneum,  in  the  veins  and  lymphatics  of  the' 
pelvis.  What  idea  can  lliis  pliydiciun  form  of  the  nature  of  the  dia- 
flsse,  but  that  it  is  phlegmasia  ? 

Now,  must  we  admit  that  there  exists  a  natural  difference  between 
the  epidemic  and  sporadic  forms  of  puerpcrul  fever?  By  no  means — 
any  more  than  that  there  exisiB  a  diffL-rence  between  epidemic  and 
sporadic  pneumonia.  Nevertheless,  M.  Trousseau  lias  brought  for- 
ward one  diffdfeuce  which  he  descriiies  as  very  essentiul;  it  is  the  ex- 
istence of  a  specific  cause,  of  a  kind  of  vims  which  would  be  the 
essence  of  the  epidemic  pucrpenvl  fever.  Well,  a  speeilic  cause  always 
-produces  a  eorresponding  S|>eciQu  disease,  announcing  itself  by  signs 
or  lesions  alwaya  identical;  thns,  the  vims  of  rabies  alwnys  produces 
rabies;  the  vims  of  syphilis,  syphilis;  the  sraalljH>x  virus,  smallpox; 
while  here  we  have  to  do  h  ith  a  disease  which  presents  iLself  with 
nio^t  vnried,  sometimes  a  metritis,  sometimes  u  peritonitis, 
Wmetiines  a  phlebitis,  at  otlier  times  a  lymphangitis,  a  penumoniu,  a 
^enrlsy,  a  suppurnting  arlhritis,  ett!.  We  cannot,  therefore,  allege 
ft  sole  can^e  for  effects  so  varied. 

The  difference  wliicli  I  admit,  for  my  own  part,  is  not  where  M, 
Trousseau  lias  placed  it— in  the  natnre  of  llie  disease;  1  find  It  in  the 
fact  of    tlie  epidemic,  which  renders  the  disease    more  severe, 

'ithont  changing  anything  of  its  essence.     It  is  here  with  puerperal 

ilegmasia  as  with  cholera,  angina,  dysentery,  and  a  hundred  other 

Fections  that  I  might  name. 

Do  noi  tliiiik,  howevi^r,  that  lieyond  the  local  inflnmmntion  I  see 

■nothing  whatever,  and  Ihiit  1  lielievu  that  in  that  resides  the  whole 

■jfravily  of  the  iiffection.     If,  indeed,  1  do  not  admit  a  putrperal  fiver, 

X  do  admit  a  puerjicrnl  xlaie,  nhich,  in  prc|mration  throughout  the 
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of  pus  in  many  of  the  solids,  and  pus  in  the  blood  itself,  were 
le  only  alteratioaa  demonstrable. 

There  is,  therefore,  in  lying-in  women,  as  M.  Troiissean  has  said,  a 
morbid  aptitode,  which  I  will  at  once  call  a  pyogenic  stale,  which 
3ly  Qiauifests  ilsclf  in  abdominal  phlegmasias,  but  miikeR  ita  sad 
;,  whatever  be  the  disease  attacbirig  the  puerperal  female, 
thus  that,  aeeording  to  M.  Chomel  and  M.  GriEolle,  the  pncu- 
which  GDpeiTene  during  the  puerperal  stat«  acquire  an  extra- 
ordinary degree  of  virnience,  which  renders  them  promptly  mortal. 

Be  the  puerperal  fever  sporadic  or  epidemic,  it  always  consists  es- 
sentially in  an  alteration  of  the  blood  and  a  special  aptitode  of  certain 
organs  to  juQame,  and  to  rapidly  produce  pus;  with  this  sole  differ- 
that  with  epidemics  this  aptitude  finds  iteelf  singularly  increased 
by  this  agent,  uiikuowu  in  its  essence,  but  m  manifest  in  its  effect, 
iftitd  to  whiuh  has  been  given  the  vague  denomination  of  epidemic  in- 
k  ipidtmiqui);  whence  also  the  gravity  of  the  disease, 
And  its  termination  more  promptly  and  more  constantly  deadly, 

I  will  only  say  this  regarding  the  contagions  character  of  puerperal 
fever,  that  I  adhere  without  reserve  to  what  MM.  Depnul  and  Daa- 
yau  say  about  it.  After  a  demonstration  bo  clear,  so  peremptory,  as 
that  rnrnished  by  those  two  epeakere,  it  is  impossiblo  that  there  can 
remwH  any  incredulous  on  the  point.  M.  Danyau  has,  therefore,  with 
good  reason,  insisted  on  the  precautions  to  be  taken  to  avoid  the 
dangers  of  contagion. 

What  sliall  1  say  of  the  treatment  ?  The  speakers  who  have  pre- 
ceded me  have  snptr abundantly  proved  the  nselesgness  of  the  diQ'ereat 
methods  of  cure,  and  the  vanity  of  certain  remedies  considered  pro- 
phylactic. 

For  the  curative  treatment,  1  will  couline  myself  to  the  declaration 
Ibat  all  the  means  I  have  tried  have  failed  in  my  hands,  as  iu  those 
i0f  my  colleagues,  in  cases  of  virulent  or  epidemic  puerperal  fever.  I 
piust,  however,  say  that  I  liavo  obtained  good  effects  from  the  em- 
ployment of  mercury.  I  have  seen  every  case  get  well  in  which  pow- 
'o\  doses  of  mercury  havs  produced  an  abundant  salivation;  a  cir- 
lucostance  which  induces  me  to  think  that  he  who  shall  find  un  infal- 
lible means  of  bringing  on  a  copious  salivation  will  have  periiajia  dls- 
lovered  a  specific  for  puerperal  fever. 

As  for  prophylactic  measures,  I  sec  noue  better  at  present  than 
inch  as  consist  in  diminishing  tlie  agglomeraiioii  of  women  in  lying-in; 
'tud  on  that  point  1  entirely  agree  with  M,  Danyau.     The 


^purplish  spots;  neitlier  pulse  iior  inotioD  of  the  heart  were  perceptill?; 

nor  WQS  respiration  diBCOverable  on  the  mirror  which  waa  held  before 
the  mouth.  Upon  a  more  ininute  examiuation,  I  fell  (or  thought  I 
felt)  a  slight  warmth  about  the  epigastric  region ;"  whereupon  the 
doctor  directed  warm  ashes  to  be  poured  into  the  coffin,  and  a  gill  of 
Tery  strong  braody  toddj  to  be  given  every  half  hour.  A  quart  of 
brandy  had  been  taken  by  8,  I'.  M.  At  U,  P.  M-,  the  patient  com- 
plained of  the  hot  ashes;  he  was  uncoEiicd;  wine  aaugaree  was  aub- 
Btituted  until  day  light,  wheu  he  refused  to  take  any  more,  and  called 
for  food;  at  day  light  the  doctor*  found  him  propped  up  in  bedtak- 
iug  soup. — N.  O.  Med.  ^  Sur^.  JourTuil. 


HOMCDOPATar  AND  MOHMONIBM. 
We  find  by  the  Plymouik  Journal,  of  August  19lh,  that  the  Mor- 
mons are  iacreusing  in  the  neighborhood,  but  are  complaining,  ftlong 
with  the  homceopatbic  quacka,  that  their  doctriues  are  misrepreaentfld 
and  misutiderstuod— tljat  tlic  book  of  Mormon  and  HubneuianQ's 
Orghanou,  the  MUleniai  Star  and  tlie  Hcnaieopalkk  Beview,  ore  uot 
I  "'read  BO  extensively  as  they  used  to  bo,  and  should  be,  itnd  that  even 
■'when  read  it  is  not  with  a  view  to  eu  light  en  ment.  From  the  contro- 
versy which  baa  been  going  on  in  the  Plyraonth  newspaper,  we  learn 
that  a  clergyman  had  been  assailing  a  medical  practitioner  for  his  ao- 
termed  prejudices  ngaiust  the  globulistic  quackery,  and  for  bis  object- 
'ing  to  waste  his  time  lu  reading  the  rubbish  of  Hahiieraaiin,  Corrie, 
r  l©taek,  &c.  The  latter,  in  reply.Veftirred  to  Mormonism,  tothe  spread 
.,it  had  made  in  this  country  and  in  America,  to  its  disciples  in  many 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  their  forming  a  new  stale  (Utah,)  as 
proving  it  equally  to  be  a  verity.  He  asked  the  divine  whether  he 
"liad  ever  read  the  Mormon  Bible,  and  oilier  works  on  llormonisra, 
''to  satiflfy  bini^elf  tnily  and  dmrljf  un  to  llie  truth  or  falsity  of  llie  oew 
system,  of  religion  t     He  o9t.'red,  if  liis  revcrcuce  would  peruse  these 

I  delectable  writings,  himself  to  read  the  works  relating  to  bonneopathy, 
and  to  try  and  prolit  by  their  perusal;  rightly  enough  maiiitainiug, 
however,  that  the  one  task  was  no  more  required  than  was  the  other 
to  convince  each  of  the  absurdity  of  the  separate  debiaous.  We 
need  scarcely  add,  that  the  clergyman  thought  Mormonism  to  be  an 
arrant  imposture,  denounced  Its  couveris  as  either  knaves  or  foolB, 


•Jqbn  Itusb'e  nameli!  in  the  Catalogiie  of  GraduatnsoJ  tha  University  of 
PeniujIviUlia,  Tor  1801,  IniTlDic  wriltuti  u  tbeeia  "on  tbv  cau!t*.'s  of  sudden  dealb, 
and  Khe  means  ot  preventing  it." 


Paying  subscribera,  nrho  wish  to  discontinue,  will  greatly 
oblige  by  giving  notice. 

iB®=  New  subscribers  should  begin  with  the  volume. 

Back  numbers  can  still  be  supplied. 

TO  SUBSCRIBERS  AND  MEDICAL  MEN. 

Those  who  enclose  the  names  and  address  of  two  new  svh- 
scribers,  with  the  cash  in  advance,  will  receive  their  own  copy 
free  for  the  year.  Thus  we  intend  to  make  the  Gazette  the 
cheapest  Joornal  in  the  country,  and  clubs  as  well  as  agents 
may  avail  themselves  of  these  terms.  AH  such  may  receive 
68  pages  monthly,  at  11.33  per  annum,  our  object  being  not  to 
make  money,  but  to  extend  our  circulation  and  usefulness. 
Who  will  respond  ? 

There  are  more  than  a  hundred  towns,  having  from  five  to 
ten  physicians,  in  which  we  only  send  to  one  or  two  subscrib- 
era.  Our  friends  will  oblige  aa,  in  remitting  their  subacrip- 
tions  now  due,  if  they  will  send  us  the  name  of  one  medical 
man  in  their  neighborhood,  to  whom  wo  may  send  a  specimen 
number. 


Reply  to  tha  Inteirogatorles  of  tbe  Senatorial  Committee  od 
Sanitary  Laws  of  New  Toik. 

Gentlehks — It  is  my  profeasioiml  opinion,  that  "the  htallh  of  the 
CUy  of  Ntie  Ybrk  is  at  present,  atiA  has  bom  for  many  years,  inferior 
to  l/iat  of  any  olkfr  dly"  on  the  glolie.  And  this  while  onr  topogra- 
phy, latitude,  temperature,  climate,  proximity  to  the  ocean,  purity  of 
water  as  well  as  air,  facility  of  sewerage,  and  convenience  for  tecrea- 
tion  of  our  people  iu  the  park^,  upon  our  rivers,  on  either  side,  and  in 
the  aiijacent  and  readily  acceasibla  looalities  in  oar  immediate  vicinity, 
are  all  in  the  highest  degree  Baliibrioua,  and  onght  and  might  easily 
be  made  to  render  New  York  the  healthieal  city  in  the  world. 

The  "  reasons  antl  uaDsea"  are  namerouB,  and  may  be  best  presented 
in  brier  by  a  summary,  thus: 

Ist.  Inniiineralile  lemnl  /lounes.  «ith  one  or  more  families  in  every 
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Bpector,  would  be  abated,  even  under  the  present  law.  But  while  a 
e  politician,  without  an^,  even  the  least,  qualification  in  sanitary 
science,  and  who  has  no  scientific  character  or  raeiiical  reputation  to 
.  sust^n,  can  be  placed  at  the  head  o!  the  Health  Department  of  this 
great  city,  having  a  population  approaching  three  (juarters  of  a  mil- 
lion of  souls,  it  is  idle  to  hope  for  any  improvement,  in  the  early  dis- 
covery or  fearless  remoTol  of  these  and  the  like  sources  of  disease  and 
death,  from  which  rouch  of  our  mortality  proceeds, 

4tb.  The  Health  Department  of  this  city  imperatively  needs  and 
retjoires  entire  and  radical  changes,  equivalent  to  reorganization.  A 
maiical  head  is  the  first  and  great  necessity,  which,  if  this  were  recog- 
nized in  the  law,  would  lead  the  appointing  power  to  select  for  so  im- 
portant and  responsible  place  a  physician  of  character,  education  and 
experience,  irrespective  of  any  other  consideration  than  his  capability 
and  qnalifi cations  in  sanitary  science  and  medical  police,  ^or  should 
&ny  but  such  be  iutrasted  with  the  subordinate  relation  of  Health 
Wardens;  for  to  employ  any  other  than  an  educated  medical  man  iu 
80  vital  and  important  daties  would  be  regarded  a  farco,  but  for  the 
political  exigencies  which  prompt  it. 

5th.  The  present  Quarantine  system  has  proved  itself  so  utterly  In- 
efficient and  mischievous,  that  an  entire  revolution  is  called  for,  by  all 
classes  of  our  citizens,  and  especially  by  our  shipping  and  commercial 
men,  who  are  the  most  severe  sofferers,  by  tiie  severe  and  worthless 
rAtrictions  of  an  old  and  obsolete  system,  which  is  tlirouj^hout  a  bur- 
lesqne  upon  sanitary  science,  and  worthy  only  of  the  dark  ages  of  b«r- 
Tha  Health  Officer,  and  often  his  deputy,  are  cliosen  from  a 
1  class  of  doctors,  so-called,  who,  like  the  Physiciuu-iii-chief  of  the  Ma- 
s  Hospital,  have  never  seen  a  case  of  yellow  fever  or  cholera  in 
ir  lives,  and  who,  until  they  learn  their  profession  in  their  new  po- 
sitions, cannot  discriminate  either  disease  from  small  pox,  which  is  the 
only  contagious  fever  against  which  any  quarantine  restrictions  can 
avail.  And  yet  these  are  the  very  cases  of  small  pox  which,  in  their 
latent  state,  are  under  the  present  system  suffered  to  come  up  to  the 
city,  to  which  cause  alone  the  peretmiul  pi'csence  of  small  poi  in  our 
city  is  due,  by  which  hundreds  of  oar  citizens  are  annually  sacrificed. 
I  Indeed,  but  for  the  failure  of  Quarantine  to  keep  the  small  pox  out  of 

I  our  ports,  tlio  profosGiou  could  annihilate,  by  vaccination,  this  loath- 
some and  fatal  malady  from  the  city  and  the  country.  But  meanwhile, 
the  Health  Officer,  at  an  annasl  income  greater  than  thut  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  is  clamoring  about  the  yellow  fever  and 


I 

I 
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other  diseases,  which  he  swears  are  not  contagious,  bnt  only  infections 
— thus  creating  the  panic  anaually,  so  disaetrous  to  commerce  and 
ruinous  to  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  city, 

6th,  The  Coramittce  of  the  Senate  have  now  the  opportunity  of 
exposing  the  imbecility  and  ignorance  which  characterize  oor  pres- 
ent Quarantine  laws — more  tyrauaical  and  oppressive  than  any  free 
country  or  city  on  the  globe  atteinpla  to  enforce;  and  directly  oppoaed 
to  the  teachings  of  experience  and  to  all  enlightened  science,  and  lience 
Bre  opposed  and  denounced  by  scientific  men  in  all  parts  of  Cbristen- 
dom,  as  founded  in  superstition  and  imposture,  and  conniving  at  extor- 
tions and  pecuniary  speculations  which  are  a  reproach  to  civilijiation. 

"ith.  The  Quarantine  system  needed,  should  provide  against  the  pos- 
sible iutroductioii  into  our  port  of  the  small  pox,  or  any  other  cont^ 
gioua  fever,  the  sick  of  which  may  communicate  it  to  the  well.  And 
as  in  sucii  case  the  vessel  and  cargo  participate  in  the  contagion,  these 
as  well  as  all  the  persons  and  things  on  board,  should,  for  the  public 
safety,  be  kept  at  the  quarantine  or  lazaretto,  nntil  by  enlightened 
measures  and  adequate  time  the  dangers  of  contagion  are  annihilated. 
Nest,  it  should  impose  no  restraint  on  the  pp.nons  of  those  who  arrire 
in  health  from  sickly  ports,  in  the  case  of  any  non-contagions  fever,  as 
yellow  fever,  &c.,  is  known  to  be,  though  equally  known  to  be  in/ee- 
lioui.  The  infection  does  not  inhere  in  the  persona,  whether  sick  or 
well,  but  in  tlieir  clothing  and  effects,  in  the  holds  and  cabins  of  the 
vessels;  and  hence,  while  the  sick  should  be  sent  to  the  hospital  'and 
thus  removed  from  the  infected  vessel,  the  well  should  only  be  detaia- 
ed  ou  shore  at  the  Quarantine  for  the  washing  of  their  clothing,  &c, 
the  only  justifiable  pretext  for  such  detention.  Meanwhile  the  vessel 
and  cargo  should  be  thoroughly  disinfected,  by  artificial  cold,  if  neces- 
sary, being  superadded  to  tbe  ordinary  means,  and  no  farther  deten- 
tion should  bo  allowed. 

8th.  The  fees  and  perquisites  of  the  Health  Officer  should  be  abol- 
ished, as  corrupting  and  demoralizing  to  the  last  degree,  and  the  posi- 
tion should  no  longer  be  held  by  the  Executive  as  a  poUtical  reward 
for  a  partizan,  irrespective  of  qualification,  or  its  receipts  be  regarded 
as  the  spoils  of  the  party  in  power.  Let  an  adequate  salary  be  paid 
to  the  Health  Officer  and  his  Deputies,  and  let  him  be  required  to  pay 
over  to  the  public  treasury  every  dollar  be  exacts  from  the  owners 
and  masters  of  vessels  he  visits,  and  from  every  other  source.  The 
Income  to  the  state  would  then  adequately  sustain  the 
enlightened  Quarantine. 
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9th.  The  Board  of  Heal:  i  in  this  city,  as  at  present  constituted,  b 
an  unwieldy  body,  alto:^(  tlier  too  large  for  eflBciency,  and  composed 
for  the  most  part  of  men  who,  however  estimable  they  may  be  as 
public  officers,  are  w  thout  the  necessary  qualification  for  controlling 
the  questions  relating  to  the  public  health.  The  office  of  Resident 
Physician  might  well  be  merged  in  that  of  City  Inspector;  while  that 
of  Health  Commissioner  should  be  abolished,  as  it  is  a  sinecure^  and 
a  mere  political  reward. 

Less  than  this  would  be  an  insufficient  answer  to  the  queries  of  your 
Committee;  and  whether  it  be  politic  or  not,  it  is  the  truth,  and  ought 
to  be  told.  **  He  that  is  careful  of  himself  was  not  made  for  tbo 
pubf  c.'^  Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  MEREDrrH  Reese,  m.d  ,  ll.d.,  &o., 
No.  10  Union  Square,  N.Y. 


•  •4 


THE  DISCOVERT  OF  BTHERIZA.TZON. 

We  insert  the  following  remonstrance  of  one  hundred  and  Jifiy  phy' 
sidans  of  Boston  against  Morton's  pretensions,  as  a  couclu6i?e  refuta* 
tion  of  the  stereotyped  falsehood,  that  the  **  physicians  of  Boston'^  are 
the  aathorities  by  whom  the  Qorernors  of  oar  Alms  House  hare 
been  moved  to  their  projected  plunder  of  the  public  treasury  for  Mor- 
ton's  benefit.  Certain  "  physicians  of  New  York  **  are  alone  iu  their 
glory,  and  Boston,  where  Morton  belongs,  repudiates  the  fraud.  We 
still  favor  the  claims  of  Wells,  thongh  Dr.  Jackson  was  the  Boston 
discoverer,  if  that  city  can  claim  priority  over  Hartford  in  the  demon- 
stration. Bat  MarUm  a/nd  his  patent  are  alike  reprobate  coin,  nailed 
to  the  connter  by  Boston  hammers! 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represewtalivti  in  Congress  assembUd: 

The  undersigned,  residents  of  Boston  and  its  vicinity,  respectfully 
represent,  tliat  they  have  been  famiiiar  with  the  great  discovery  of 
the  anaesthetic  use  of  ether  from  its  origin^  and  with  the  controversy 
following  it  They  now  believe,  and  ever  have  believed,  that  Dr. 
Charles  T.  Jackson  is  its  sole  and  veritable  discoverer;  and  that  any 
merit  on  the  part  of  W.  T.  G.  Morton,  the  surgeons  of  the  Massaeha- 
setts  General  Hospital,  or  of  others,  consists  in  taking  his  disscovery, 
after  he  had  eommanieated  it  to  many  persons,  in  rnauy  places,  and  sub- 
jecting it  to  additional  exnjrioyment.  We,  therefore,  strongly  feel  that 
any  recognition  of  the  comparatively  insignificant  counectiou  of  othe/s 
in  bringing  this  great  discovery  into  general  use,  on  the  part  of  yoiat 
honorable  bodies,  withoat  granting  a  proportiooate  award  to  its 
originator  &Qd  discovetrer^  would  work  a  wroo^  AOtd  ixijiisiti^  beyoiMl 
parallel  in  the  lusiory  of  weftee. 


it 


^^^r      Harvey 
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Jomes  Hyndman.  M.D,, 
Harvey  E.  Wegton.  M.D., 
Abram  Paige,  M.D., 
Daniel  HarwooU,  M.D., 
John  Odin,  Jr.,  M.D., 
Charles  W,  Calkins.  M.D., 
Howard  Sargent,  M.D., 
HoraL*  Stacy,  M.D., 
8.  Cabot,  Jr.,  M.D., 
Robert  Capeu,  M.D., 
Benjamin  S.  Codman,  M.D. 
S.  A.  Bemw,  Dentist, 
John  Clough,  M,D,, 
S.  L.  Abbott,  M.D., 


John  A,  Tarbell.  M.D., 
R.  W.  Newell,  M.D.. 
T.  Fletcher  Oakes,  M.D., 
Henry  W,  Williamg.  M.D., 
Thorana  B.  Wales,  M.D,, 
Georgo  Hnbbard,  M.D., 
G.  C.  Holbrook,  M.D.. 
J.  E.  Herrick,  M.D,, 
Alansoa  Abbe.  M.D,, 
W.  W.  Codman,  M.D., 
John  C,  Haden,  M,D., 
William  F.  Ciianniiig,  M.D., 
M.  C.  Green,  M.D., 
E.  D.  G.  Palmer,  M.D., 


D.  Humphrey  Storer,  M.D.,  one  D.  M.  B.  Thaxter,  M.  D,, 
of  the  Physicians,  MatsachuselU  Jno.  S.  H.  Jj'ogK,  M.D., 


P.  M.  Crane,  M.D,, 
Jas.  J.  Fales,  .M.D,, 
Dan'I  V.  FoUb,  M.U., 
Chas.  J.  Putnam,  M.D., 
Mosea  Clark,  M.D., 
Abraham  R.  Tiiompson,  M.D., 
Stephen  Ball,  M.D., 
A.  D.  W.  Martin,  M.D. 


General  llospiial, 
3.  Sydenham,  Flint,  M.D., 
Henry  S,  Lee,  M.D., 
CalTin  Stevens,  M.D., 
David  Osgood,  M.D,. 
Eliaha  G.  Tucker,  M.D., 
MoseB  W.  Weld,  M.D., 
Henry  James  Martin,  M.D,, 
"  To  the  Senate  awl  House  of  Repreienlnlives  in  Con^ras  atsembUd: 

"  The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Maasachasetta  Medical  Soiiiety, 
resident  in  Boston  aod  ita  vicinity,  respecifnlly  represent,  that  they 
are  familiar  with  the  principal  Facts  connected  with  the  great  disuovery 
of  etiierization,  and  its  introduction  into  Burjrical  practice;  and  they 
declare  their  lull  belief  that  Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson,  of  Boaton,  hav- 
ing inferred,  from  his  espcrimeiits  and  observations,  that  snlphnrio 
ether,  free  from  alcohol  and  ai;Jds,  has  the  power  safely  and  effectually 
to  destroy  the  pain  of  surgical  operations,  commnnicnted  that  conelu- 
sioD  to  varioQs  individuals,  and  in  Febrnary,  1846,  recommended  to 
one  of  them,  Joseph  Peabody,  a  student  in  liiH  laboratory,  tJie  use  of 
Gulphnric  ether  as  an  anesthetic  agent;  and  subsequently,  on  the  SOth 
of  September  of  the  same  year,  to  W.  T.  Q.  Morton,  a  dentist  of 
Boston,  giving  him,  at  the  same  time,  directions  respecting  the  quality 
of  the  ether  to  be  used,  and  the  proper  mode  of  administering  it.  and 
assuring  him  of  the  safety,  and  assamiiig  the  responsibility  of  the 
application. 

"  The  undersigned  further  declare  their  belief  that  the  merit,  which 
they  would  by  no  means  undervalue,  of  W.  T.  G.  Morton  and  others, 
in  relation  to  the  discovery  of  etherizutiou,  consists  entirely  in  their 
having  practically  verified  it,  and  zealously  labored  to  introduce  it  into 
surgical  practice. 

"Tlie  undersigned  believing,  therefore,  that  in  relaliou  to  the  great 
discovery  of  etherization  Dr.  Jackson  was  tile  lu.ad,  and  W.  T.  G. 
Morton  the  hand,  respectfully  and  earnestly  remonstrate  against  any 


The  Btatement  of  ibe  Trastees  canaot  fail  to  convioce  all  who  read 
it,  that  the  action  taken  bjr  that  body  against  Dr.  Gould  and  the  Sci- 
entific Conucil  was  not  premature,  but  contrariwise  it  was  too  long 
delayed.  It  was  nmnifestly  due  to  their  forbearauce  that  the  Tnisteea 
so  long  tolerated  the  Tacillating  and  prodigal  course  of  Dr.  Gould, 
and  especially  the  woete  of  time  and  money  in  which  he  has  involved 
them,  while  there  is  still  eornparatlTely  nothing  done,  bnt  the  impor- 
tation and  chaotic  storage  of  the  most  costly  instruments  Europe 
could  furnish,  while  the  practical  utility  anticipated  as  an  early  result 
of  the  Obserratory  appears  to  have  come  to  a  "  dead  halt."  Tear 
after  year  the  iuvestraent  of  the  vast  amount  already  expended  yields 
no  revenue  of  scientific  observations  and  results,  such  as  were  promised 
by  Dr.  Gould,  aud  sncli  as  can  aluiie  reward  those  who  with  princely 
munificence  have  endowed  the  Dudley  Observatory. 

We  trust  that  the  friends  of  the  institution  may  soon  find  a  safe 
deliverance  from  the  incubus  of  the  Coast  Survey,  and  that  Dr.  Ooold 
may  find  other  and  more  congenial  cmptoyraent. 


MEDICAL  SCHOOLa 

The  regular  course  of  lectures  for  IB58-59  is  now  in  progress,  and 
though  too  early  to  report  the  classes  any  where,  the  matriculants 
not  having  all  registered,  yet  we  venture  to  give  an  Mtimtled  number, 
so  far  as  iuformation  has  reached  as,  and  which  will  be  found  to  eji- 
prosimate  to  the  classes  of  the  schools  named. 

University  of  New  York, claims 3  00 

College  of  Physicians  and  Sui^eons,    "      300 

New  York  Medical  College,  "     100 

Jefferson  College,  Philadelphia,  "     6(10 

Uiiiversily  of  Pennsylvania,  " iOO 

Pennsylvania  Medical  College,  "      1 150 

Philadelphia  School  of  Medicine,      "     loO 

University  of  Michigan,  "     \i6 

University  of  Nashville,  "      300 

Shelby  Medical  College,  "      100 

It  is  very  probable  that  thfse  estimates  may  be  below  the  numbers, 
as  some  of  the  Colleges  had  but  just  opened  at  our  last  advices,  trnd 
many  stmlcuts  are  tnrdy  in  reporting  themselves. 

It  would  appear  that  the  annual  harvest  of  doctors  is  inereftfling, 
the  croakers  to  the  contrary  uolwithslaiidiug. 
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Ifbrmerly  of  this  city,  is  reported  to  have  died  on  the  llth  Septomber 
tlaat,  at  Bolivar,  Yenezuela,  whither  he  removed  during  the  last  year; 

Stiyclula. 
Dr.  Alesander  F.  Beid,  of  Montreal,  has  elaborated  au  inaugural 
Idiesertalion  npon  Strychnia,  which  haa  been  published  by  the  Faculty 
[eGill  College  of  that  city — an  honor  which  it  well  merits.  The 
Tiovelty  and  originality  of  many  of  his  expurimenta  on  this  article,  es- 
Kpecially  in  its  toxicological  relatioiiR,  renders  the  essay  valuable  to 
T pharmaceutists,  who  will  not  fait  to  profit  by  it. 

Cod  IiiTer  Oa  Jail;. 

Mr,  Quern,  a  practical  cht'mist,_  135  Fourth  Avenue,  continnes  ta 
render  the  gennioe  Norway  Cod  Liver  Oil  palatable  and  even  grate- 
ful to  invalids,  by  his  admirable  Jellies,  eo  that   the  most  delicate 
I  ■tomachs  are  not  diatarbed  i>;  iheii  free  employment.     Fhysiiians  are 
Bstierywhere  availing  theiusetvea  of  this   valuable  improvement,   and 
from  experience  we  can  add  our  testimony  to  that  officially  given  by 
■tlM  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

This  article  has  become  a  ueceaaity  to  all  who  have  tried  it,  arid  we 

act  attention  to  the  iuk  advertisement  of  Mons.  Queru,  on  another 

Sage,  vfbo  finds  the  patronage  of  the  profession  has  already  created  a 

rery  extensive  demand,  which  is  daily  increasing.    The  Jelly  contains 

feghty-five  per  cent,  of  the  oil,  and  does  not  offend  ihe  most  fustidions 

tomach.     We  are  constantly  prescribing  it,  and  recommeodiog  it  to 

r  friends  as  the  best  method  oF  taking  the  oil. 

MISCELLANEOUS    ITEMS. 


Dr.  Boyd,  Health  Officer  of  Brooklyn,  L.  I.,  reports  23  deaths  bj 
dlow  fever  In  that  city  during  the  lastsomnier.  We  have  not  beard 
my  doabt  expressed  as  to  its  local  origin,  nor  is  an;  contngion  alleged, 
loriaany  connection  with  the  shipping  at  Quarantine  suspected.  Tbey 
Fere  doubtless  sporadic  cases,  generated  by  heat  acting  upon  a  Glthy 
spality,  in  the  crowded  and  squalid  habitationa  of  the  poor,  in  which  ' 
mre  air  is  an  impossibility,  and  the  ventilation  necessary  to  carry  off'' 
e  noxious  exhalatioue  from  the  bodies  of  the  imiutes  eqaallj  imprW 
sable.  ■  -     ■ 
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ealogistic,  it  does  no  more  tban  jDattce  to  the  memorj  of  one  of  the 
pnrest  nnd  beet  men  who  ever  adorned  oar  profession, 

We  learD  that  the  class  at  Jefferson  College  numbers  nearly  COO 
I  Btudentd. 

TAe  Amtiversary  Dinner  ol  the  Society  for  the  relief  of  the  widows 
land  orphans  of  medical  men   woa  celebrated  at  the  Astor  House, 
IKot.  IBth,  1858.    Dr.  Isaac  Wood  presided,  and  over  two  hnndred 
IS  were  present.     Addresses  were  made  by  Professor  W.  Par- 
ker, Rev,  Dr.  Osgood,  R.  O'Gorman,  Esq.,  Dr,  J.  R.  Wood,  Hon. 
Mr,  Gathrie,  Secretary  of  IT,  S.  Treasury,  Dr.  A.  H.  Stevens,  Df.  Sat- 
terlee,  of  the  U.  S.  A.,  and  others.    The  Society  has  a  pernuineiU  fund 
'  ofnearly  $25,000,  yielding  an  annual  interest,  when  invested,  of  $1,150 
I  per  annum.    The  receipts  of  the  year  exceeded  $2,000,     Only  one 
beneficiary,  a  widow  with  children,  ia  relieved  by  the  Society,  and  she 
cannot  be  a  very  heavy  tax  on  the  treasury,  since  we  observe  that  the 
whole  expenditures  of  the  year  amount  to  only  $200, 

TAe  L.  1.  College  Hospital  at  Broo/clyn  was  iuaugnratad  In  the 
.  new  building  on  the  15th  November,  with  an  able  and  elaborate  ad- 
I  dress  by  Dr.  Mason,  President  of  the  Board,  and  eloquent  speeches 
I  by  Mr.  Vancott  and  other  gentlemen,  in  the  presence  of  nnmeroos 
[  friends  of  the  new  institution. 

BOOK   NOTICES. 


I  BBtEf  BxPUSiTiONH  or  BationaI.  Ubujcine.  To  wliich  is  preQxed  the  raradlse 
ol  Dootora,  a  Fable.  Bj  Jacob  Bigelow,  M.D,,  i.a.  BoMan:  Phillipe,  t^&inp- 
son,  Ac.    165e. 

The  author  or  thEs  little  ISoio  lias  been  an  avowed  skeptic  m  medicine  ever 
r  doce  1836,  though  all  the  while  occupying  a  high  puat  io  a  ptofeasiou  o(  which 
I   lie  holds  a  low  estimate.    At  that  date  he  read  before  the  MassacbuBettB  Medi- 
cal Bociet/  a  discourse  on  "  SelT'tiioited  Diseases,"  iDcUiditig  ia  Ibis  category 
a  number  of  eianthematous  aod  other  fevers,  and  malDtaining  the  do-nothing 
treatment  as  being  adapted  to  all  such,  for  the  reofoa  that  b;  their  own  aature 

Itbey  were  limited  ia  their  daratioa,  and  incapable  of  being  rcuoTcd,  abbre' 
Ttated,  or  elongated  b;  aaj  remedies. 
or  this  dlecouree  the  author  tells  us,  that  it  was  "  not  without  fsome  influenea 
kt  the  tima  and  since  on  the  minds  of  the  profession  here,"  meaaing  liostoa  we 
nppose.  Tbe  only  ''  influence ''  we  ever  knew  ascribed  to  its  publication,  woa 
In  being  »□  nvaot  courier  to  Homceopathy,  which  was  greatly  ^trengtheued 
feod  Battered  b;  it  ul  the  time,  wheu  the  disciples  of  that  school  were  Btrug- 
gtiog  for  eilstcDce  in  this  coaatr;,  without  an;  tbe  leaft  aid  from  our  profes- 
dOD,  until  fuinithed  by  this  disoourse.    We  remember  tbal  it  wua  balled  at  tbe 
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time,  and  citations  from  it  hava  been  echoiof  ever  slnee.  b;  EDmeeopatbB  maSi 
their  JoiirnaU,  as  proving  Ibnt  Ibe  regular  pTofvtaaa  were  ooming  over  to 
"new  school,"  notwJtbatiLadiag  the  dlsckimera  in  tbe  dieconrac  of  uy  i 
pnrpoae  on  tbe  part  ol  its  author. 

It  wiiB  not  uulil  1846,  ten  years  laler.  that  Sir  John  Forbes  publiehed,  lu 
British  and  Foreign  Medics)  Rariew.  hia  eluborate  articke  entillud  "  Yoong 
Physic,''  which  from  bia  elevated  poaitioo  startled  tbe  profeesioa  b;  aoalogoiy. 
views  to  those  of   Dr.  Bigelow,  carried  out  siill   farther  In  furtherance  ot 
HomcEOpatbj,  ob  Ibougb   tbe  tkepticiFm  of  its  author  in  legitimate  medical 
fclenee  had  awakened  lh(!  fear  of  suoot'ssl^l  rivalry  by  the  "  new  school  " 
clamoring  for  reoognition,  and  hence  prompted  (be  eO'orl  ti>"coinedowD"ii 
the  arenn  of  competition  with  the  Icaow-notbing,  do-notbiog  tCachingB  Of 
sect,  thus  supplanting  them  in  tbeir  own  field, 

Among  tbe  kiodred  publicatiouB  to  wbicb  Dr.  Bigelow  refern,  we  find 
Gould's  in  1853,  entitled  ''  Search  nature  and  know  her  secrets;"  Dr,  Collingi' 
in  ieS2, "  Nature  in  diBeaae;"  Dr.  Hoober'n  in  I85T,  on  "Ealianal  Therapeutics;" 
and  lastly,  tbe  "  Ratiuaal  Doctor,"  in  the  Bousebold  Wordti  of  Charles  Dlck- 
eaill  Meaowbile,  Dr.  Bigelow  himHell,  to  whom  belongs  the  honor  of  hafia; 
been  the  first  reaper  in  this  Held,  primal  inltr  parei,  has  repubtiehed  bis  dik-' 
course  on  Self-limited  Diseases,  incorporated,  with  olber  eseaya.  in  a  volums 
eotilted  "  Nature  in  Disease." 

Hore  recently.  Sir  Jobn  Forbes  baa  issued  a  oen  work,  wbidi  he  stylet "  H»- 
ture  and  Jrt  in  the  cure  of  disease,"  the  tendenoy .  if  not  tbe  purpose,  of  nhieli 
is  to  dimlnleh  tbe  conQdence  ot  Ihu  profession  and  tbe  public  in  the  medlcalart, 
and  in  meiiical  science,  by  exalting  tbe  resources  and  capubllillea  of  Daturi 
curing  disease  without,  above,  and  beyond  all  art.  even  when  goided  by 
most  enlighteaed  ecIodcc.  Of  the  teachings  of  tfaie  work  Dr.  Bigelow  ai 
himself  ill  the  volume  before  us,  entitled  "Brief  Bxposllious  of  Balional  Ued]. 
cine.  £c.,"  prefixing  a  fable,  viz..  the  Paradise  of  Doctors  in  UatiaobuMtts, 
wbicb,  from  its  lack  of  point,  must  belong  exclusively  to  tbe  Bay  state,  bh  it 
Appears  to  have  bean  written  off  "  Point  no  Point,"  lor  tbe  latitude  at  whick ' 
we  refer  to  tbe  Gazetteer.  Its  wit  or  humor  must  be  go  infinitesimal,  that  it 
strikes  as  the  BostoD  embodiment  of  both,  the -' Autocrat  of  the  Breakfast 
Table,"  would  be  pozzled  to  find  either,  ]md.i£°op  would  have  refhsed  torecog* 
Dlze  it  as  worthy  to  be  called  by  a  Damu  which  he  has  rendered  classic,  a 
"  Fable."  To  say  more  is  unnecessary,  and  in  all  honesty  we  could  not  mj 
leas,  than  that  like  the  rest  of  tbe  volume,  liy  Drs.  Bigelow  and  Forbes,  it  is  k' 
gr«B8  caricature  of  a  proferaiott  to  which  all  parties  are  indebted  lor  wbatBrer 
of  dignity  or  lofluence  they  now  wield  against  their  brethren.  Their  proapeo- 
tive  relirement  into  the  vale  of  Old  Fogyism  caunot  justify  Ibc  discharge  of 
their  Parthian  arrows  into  the  bosom  of  their  Alma  Uater,  whose  patronynrto 
jewels  are  theirs. 

Still,  bovtever.  both  Drs.  Forbes  and  Bigelow  have  so  tonR;  held  our  high 
places  of  honor  and  emolument,  and  been  so  extecntd  as  able  and  accem^ 
plished  physicians,  that  a  presumption  little  ebort  of  temerity  will  b«  imputed, 
in  these  degenerate  days  of  sycophancy,  lo  any  expressiou  of  adverse  opbiou,' 
by  the  humbler  members  of  tho  fruterniiy,  to  Cfaose  pruoialgated  l^m  ec 
alted  anthority.  and  heralded  by  a  tubscrvient  press  on  both   aides  of 
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Atlantic.  Bnt  there  are  sfline  nf  us  wbo  oire  a  higher  allegiance  to  the  pro- 
ifeBBion  than  to  any  mofniEterial  dicta,  and  (hough  "  we  do  not  love  Gieaar  l€«% 
Lome  more,"  And  surely  when  a  mother  is  atabbcd  to  the  heart,  tb* 
jCtebleBt  child  mar  cry  out  agaiust  the  deed. 

Our  limits  forhid  amplificatioa  here,  Ktiich  maj  appear  thiough  another  in«> 

^tun  hercarter.    It  muat  suffice  for  the  present  to  say  bricSy,  that  the  whole 

K^eory  of  "  aelf-limited  diseaseB,"  in  the  seme  contended  for,  is  bnawo  bj  all 
men  to  he  a  faUle.    T«  lid[e  the  aingle  inatance  of  small  pox,  a  nuMt 

■  iDlilortiuiate  illuatration  for  the  theory,  we  affirm  that  the  type,  eeverity,  dao- 
|.  gera,  and  fonn,  as  well  as  extent  of  eruption,  inclodtog  the  disability  ioflicted 

the  victim,  are  all  within  the  control  of  medical  art;  and  the  an tiph logistic 

1  Tefrigeraat  treatment  of  the  oruptire  fever,  and  by  ootire  remedlei,  Um), 

[~  jn  tbU  aad  other  exantbemata,  as  old  as  Sydenham  and  his  compeers,  isestab- 

liabed  by  ail  history  and  all  experience.    To  aSirm  otherwise  is  to  contradict 

the  evidenoe  o(  statiBlios  of  the  diminished  mortality  of  small  pot.  and  by  med- 

jcatjon,  too,  the  numerical  method  haf  log  placed  the  fact  beyond  dispute.   The 

.  Retails  are  too  familiar  to  be  repeated  here.    Hence  we  take  issue  with  the  facto 

a  which  (he  theory  is  based. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  tbe  olher/tirile  and  acute  diseases,  called  aelf-lim- 

I  |ted.    Neither  fever  nor  JniJammatiou  is  per  it  dangerous  or  fatal  in  all  oases, 

■  j|0  that  such  may  safely  be  left  to  nuture;  nor  woald  active  treatment  be  pre- 
f  #oribed  by  any  scieotiBc  physician.  But  we  deny  that  either  can  be  left  to  na- 
1  ,lnre,  without  imminent  peril,  when  any  organ  neoeseary  to  life  is  seriously  In- 
I  -jvotved  in  the  one  or  is  the  seat  of  the  other,  Cui  bonot  then,  we  ask  of  tbe 
I  Jielf-liniiting  theory,  when  we  show  that  io  snch  cases  the  vital  organs  lac  pro- 
I  Rented,  and,  if  need  be,  by  active  reaiedies,  and  the  extent  af  tbe  disease,  m 
[  well  as  its  cootinnance.  directed  by  art  and  to  a  favorable  issne.     Gut  ne  oao- 

t  enlarge.      Waiving  other  illustrations,  we  will  now  only  atlnde  to  tbe 
1  itmage  inconsistencies  of  the  anthor-    He  enumerates  Qve  diCferent  methods,  at 
present  in  vogue,  for  treating  disease,  viz: 

laL  "^r'i;!< in/,"  depending  on  drujis  alone  tijr  the  removal  of  disease,  whlob, 
Klien  used  to  excess,  he  terms  "beroio." 

,   2d.  "Expeetant;"  tion-tntcrferenee  of  art;  leaving  all  to  nature. 
3d.  " Homaopathic,''  a  specious  method  of  doing  nothing,  while  leeming  to 
I  be  bogy  with  iuBuitesimal  potenzes. 

4th.  "ExcttmiBe,"  which   includes  hydropathy,  mineral  springs,  electricity, 
Klgnacfc  nostrums,  Ac 

Bth.  "Ratianiil  method."  whiob  coosists  in  a  belief  of  the  author's  dogma  of 

*  Belf-Umited  diseases,"  in  which  he  includes  "cotnmon  pneumevia,  typhoid  fe- 

irr,  acttle  Thriitnatam,  cholera.,  and  many  other  diseases."    Of  these,  he  boldly 

HBrniB  thai  '■  no  physician  can,  by  any  art,  cure  either,  after  it  has  arrived  at  a 

I  tKrtain  height '.     No  physician  can,  by  any  art,  delay  or  retain  It.  after  it  haa 

b  fused  tbe  climax  assigned  to  it  by  nature !"    All  sucb  the  author  would  turn 

le  practitioners  of  th«  2d,  3d,  or  1th  method,  to  protect  From  the  1st, 

ft  Vbiob  hecoofessea  can  "do  nothing"  bat  harm.    And  this  is  bis  theory  of  "Aa- 

r  Honnl  medicine,"  which,  it  it  be  not  unWersal  gkepticism,  is  worse. 

But  what  are  tbe  harmlctt  remedies  and  innocent  medication  reoommendod 
^Sr-BigelowT    Let  u  see!     Venetr.ctioa  for  plearlayl  apium  for  rheuma- 
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done  in  Ibis  countr;  heretorore,  for  mOter  th«  mitigatioa  or  proveotian  of  thii 
grealeat  of  onr  souial  Bvil&  Under  these  circniiiatancea  Dr.  Saager  liua  beea 
prompted  to  tile  preparaLIou  of  tbis  first  American  work  in  thia  department, 
uid  vhicU  nitt  be  found  to  include  the  aauieat  us  well  as  modera  bistory  of 
.  proBlitution,  throughout  the  old  and  new  world,  which  ocoupiea  more  than  half 
itSlfi  Tolume,  viz.,  4S0  pages.  The  remaiudcr  is  ilevotvd  to  New  Torli,  aai  com- 
prises the  results  of  the  author's  peraonal  inqairlea  aud  inTestigatioQa  into  Ute 
B  of  the  evil,  its  sources,  caases,  etfects,  coat,  and  remedies  in  detail, 
n  amouQt  of  iararaiat.lDQ  never  berore  collected,  and  illustrated  by 
a  multitude  of  individual  cases  and  histories.  He  has  ver;  abl;  performed  hia 
tasli,  without  exaggeration  or  cant;  and  whatever  may  be  thought  ol  lils  reme- 
dial measures  proposed,  all  muet  award  liim  tiie  merit  of  candor  and  Irulbfnl- 
oesB,  blgbl;  cr>!ditable  to  him  as  a  man  aud  as  a  physician.  It  forma  an  8vo 
Tolume,  of  near  TOO  pages,  and  is  pubtisbed  in  a  superior  style.  Wo  sbati  take 
ocoosion  to  ruf«r  to  it  again  hereafter. 

We  extract  ttie  following  oritiqne  from  the  Virginia  Medical  Journal,  m  It 
refers  to  a  Iwoli  ire  bave  not  seen,  though  published  in  New  York.  Its  being 
eeot  to  our  Virginia  confreres  before  its  issue  here,  has,  it  seems,  called  forth 
this^rit  rate  notice,  which  hod  it  been  written  bere  would  bave  been  ascribed 
to  personal  prqudice. 

"A  CouBSE  OF  LBETDBEa  ON  OBaTETfiios,  at  St,  Mary 'i  Hospital.    By  Wm.  Tylet 
Smith,  M.  D.     With  Notes,  &c.,  by  A.  K.  Gardner.  M.  D.    New  York;  pub- 
lished by  Robert  M.  Do  Witt.    1S53.     (Received  of  K.  M.  Smith,  Richmond.) 
"  Dr.  Ttlbb  Smpth  Is  well  known  to  the  American  proresslnn,  throagb  bis 
contributions  to  the  Lancet  (which  as  a  reprint  has  a  considerable  ciroulatlon), 
[or  his  truly  excellent  and  original  work  on  the  pitthology  and  treatment  of 
leucprrbuea,  and  also  for  his  ingenious  and  occnaiooally  useful  adaptations  of 
the  reflex  tpinai  theories  of  Marshall  Hall,  to  the  special  department  of  medi- 
cine  wbich  has  always  engagoil  his  attention.    With  a  dexterity  and  persevei'aace 
worthy  ofbla  leader,  Dr.  iimich  hasapplied  the  reflex  movements  of  the  nercous 
system  to  explaia  tbe  physiology  of  labor,  to  elucidate  some  of  its  pathology, 
and  to  assist  in  the  treatment  of  diBeane  the  consequence  oF  tbia  conditiou. 

"An  American  publishing  house,  thinking  that  a  conree  of  lectures  delivered 
by  one  already  favorably  knoirn  to  our  profeaai on,  would  meet  with  a  ready 
welcome,  has  preseuted  ns  in  book  form  these  lectnres  as  they  have  appeared 
In  the  Lancet.  They  bave.  however,  blundered  unfortuDately  upon  an  Amerl- 
can  editor,  who  is  nel  favorably  known  to  his  bretbrca,  who  has  au  incurable 
itch  for  notoriety,  which  is  offensive,  and  who  occupies  the  first  psges  of  this 
valuable  tFeatias  with  an  '  lolroduclnry  Lecture,'  which  might  as  well  bava 
■tept  OQ  quietly  as  it  had  been  doing  for  seven  years,  rather  than,  by  being  vio- 
lently resuscitated,  to  transfer  itii  somnolent  oondition  to  the  unlucky  reader. 
If  Dr.  Smith's  lectures  were  v^uable,  as  they  indeed  are,  by  all  means  publish 
them;  if  Dr.  Gardner's  introductory,  delivered  in  1851,  deserved  reonimation, 
.  galvanise  the  corpse  if  you  please,  and  send  it  furlh  on  its  errand  of  instruction 
.  and  entertainment,  but  do  not  put  au  Amerioanjccltsy  onan  EinglisbbDrae(par- 
Ucularly  If  be  is  too  much  weight  to  carry),  and  expect  to  be  sueaessfUl  in  the 
.  eon  test. 

"  The  New  York  puhlisbpra  make  a  neat  volume  o(  these  lectures,  •  copiouily' 
annotated  by  the  editor,  and  the  author  U  made  of  such  good  atulf,  having  both 
speed  and  bottom,  we  hope  Ihvy  may  come  out  reasonably  well,  In  spite  of  bad 
riding.  We  are  willing  at  lea.~t  to  offer  tliem  our  good  will,'  and  as  they  havs 
~   entered  the  field  as  medical  publishers,  we  wlab  tham  better  look  nut 
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THB    AUEKICAN 


FOUNDUHG  HOSPITAL 

Manj  of  onr  rcadcra  will  RjmpalhiKc  with  lis  in  tba  satiefaotion  we  dei^»l 
ftom  ihe  proapt'ct  of  the  esrly  opening  of  the  InfunlB'  Home,  on  a  plan  to  fulfil 
bH  the  betitvoleot  pnrposeB  of  a  Foondliiig  Hoepital,  lor  wbioh  we  bave  per- 
Bietentlj  laliored  for  manj  jeara,  from  a  conviolion  of  itg  neoesaity  in  Ibis  great 
Olty,  Tbal  it  will  lefflL-n  our  terrible  infant  moclality,  and  diminieb  the  naraber 
of  Ibe  young  lumale  BuioideB,  which  baa  been  wdlj  iocreaBing  every  jeat,'0tt 
Boaroelj  be  doubled.  For  Ibe  proepective  snccesa  of  tbe  initaatorj  meaBUIM 
taken,  tbe  comatuait;  are  maiot;  indebted  to  the  humane  aad  perse Tering 
efforts  of  tbe  Hon.  C.  H.  Haawell,  President  ol  our  Board  of  Citj  Conncilmen, 
■wbo  baa  deyoted  biniBelf  with  praisewortbj  diiigeoce  to  thia  good  work.  U 
now  only  remaina  that  our  Hon.  Major  and  Board  of  Aldermen  Bhould  rati^ 
tiie  Ordinance  of  the  Conncilmen,  and  tbe  Infaots'  Home  will  eood  be  super- 
ftdded  to  our  public  cbaritiea,  which  aru  the  crowning  glory  of  New  York. 


ProfcBcor  J.  G.  F.  Holeton,  of  tbe  National  Medical  College, WaBbinglon,D.C., 
opened  the  Eeesion  of  1S58-9  with  an  address  at  the  Smithsonian  loetitution,  <a. 
the  hietory  of  our  science  uod  art,  and  its  relatloUB  to  society.  It  has  been  pub- 
liehcd  by  the  class,  and  is  an  able  diMoarse.  The  tribute  to  tbe  memory  of  the 
'■  forty  martyrs  of  Norfolk,"  with  which  it  concludeo,  is  alike  touching  and  elo- 
quent.   We  learnthat  the  college  opena  with  the  prospect  of  a  good ."'--- 


J®-  An  Inqbx  of  the  contents  of  the  present  volome  is  in  prepara* 
tion,  Bad  will  be  forwarded  to  sobscriberB  in  the  Jfttioary  mmber. 


e  Blood  after  Partorition. 


FREE  OF  POSTAGE. 
The  American  Medical  Gazette  will  be  sent,  Jree  of  post- 
age, to  all  aubacribera  who  pay  during  the  montha  of  December 
and  January,  in  advance  for  1859.  The  prompt  transmission 
of  TWO  DOLLJRS,  by  every  subscriber,  will  bring  tiem 
vithin  thie  rule. 
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omri  ([>clloripWvf,  HJstoWifflllBOdBurglMl.l 

JOBB  FltHDmUOB  U*Y,  M.C.,  ProfeMOT  uf  Prin- 
ciple Md  0]»rilionB  of  Surgtrj. 
Durm.  F.  WmoBi,  M.D,,  Frofemof  of  Pbjsi- 


I O,  CimiT,  H.D    PrDfca»r  ol  IMl- 

sL  t,nFiniHti7  ftud  Kodlal  Jarl^prudenov- 
S.  B-  Il«Bma,  H.D.,  FrDFHKir  oCnHiRraBd 


>nd  C3IHII  vn«ill>i!d^  in  the  po 


r  costrol  of  the  Faoultj 


JOHN  P.  FORD,  M.D.,  Dean  of  tile  Facultr. 


ItT.  ^^ 


CoulributioDS  to  Operatire  Surgery  &  Surgical  Pathology, 
^7  o".  3VX.  o.a.:Ei.sa'C9czx.&.Kr, 

ProleiUKir  Dl  Sqcgotj  la  tha  Ncir  York  Ucrllcil  Collego,  Burgoon-in -chief  to  tb«  SUte  HoipiUI.  ke. 

This  work  will  be  published  in  «  series  of  Numbers,  to  1>e  issued  quarterly, 
E&eh  Number,  of  qiiutaaize,  will  contain  froniFortj  to  Sixty  Pages  or  Letter- 
press, printed  on  the  Iwst  paper,  witb  lilustratioua  of  the  Cases  drawn  from 
nature;  will  be  complete  in  the  topioi  It  embraocs;  and  will  be  publiahed  ia  ihe 
folio  wing  order; 

KTo.   1. 

Case  Of  Amputation  of  the  Entire  Loner  Jaw.  Bemnrks  on  Amputstion  of 
the  Lower  Jaw.  ElephaittiaEis  Arabum  successfully  treated  bj  Ligature  oF  the 
Femoml  Artery,  with  ooses, 

zij'o.  a. 

Case  of  Eisection  of  the  Entire  Ulna.  RemarliB  on  Neoralgla,  with  Three 
Cbbpb  suceeaafully  treated  by  HxsectioQ  of  the  Second  Branch  of  the  Fifth  Pair 
„f  M u J  thg  Ganglion  of  Meckel. 


of  Nerves,  t 


TJ'o.  a. 

Gaae  of  Bestoratioa  of  tlio  Entire  Upper  Lip.    Remarlis  on  the  Pathology  of 
Congenital  Dislooations  of  the  Hip  Joint,  with  Illustrations. 
XU-ca.  4. 

Case  of  Exseotlon  of  the  Entire  Radius.  Case  of  Exsection  at  the  Three 
Lower  Foarths  of  the  same  Bone,    Eemarks  on  OBlco-aoeijrism,  with  a  Cass. 

zu-o.  a. 

Case  of  Amputnlioti  at  the  Shoulder  Joint  for  the  Removal  of  a  large  Osteo- 
fibm-CanocrnUB  Tumor  of  the  Humerus,  with  Remarks  on  Amputation  at  this 
Joint.    Cose  of  Penetrating  Gun-shot  Wound  of  the  Heart. 

Case  of  Double  Congenital  Dislocation  or  the  Hip  Joint,  Remarks  on  Donbls 
Capital  Operations,  with  Cases.  Eeaiarks  on  the  Comparative  Merits  oftbe  Par- 
tial AmpnlatioDS  of  the  Foot.  RemarkEon  AiDputallon  through  the  Ankle  Joint. 
Iffo.    T. 

Successful  remOTal  of  a  larjce  Fibro-c art iiagi nous  Tumor,  growing  iVom  tba 
Sixth  and  Sevenlb  Ribs,  over  the  Region  of  tbe  Heart.  Remarks  on  the  Treat- 
meat  of  Varicose  Veins  ot  the  Lower  Extremities,  with  Cases,    Eemarks  oo  tli9 
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Remarka  on  tbe  Oi>erati'in  of  Doutjie  Cotupltcated  Hare  Lip,  with  Caxen.  Be- 
markg  on  tbe  Eliotogf  of  Congenital  Dialuc&tlouH  of  Ibe  Hip  Joint.  Remftrlu 
""  tbe  Removal  of  I  lie  Firat  Dreaaings  after  Capital  Amputations. 


•and  crowded  luBtitulioiia.  Case  of  Veiiico -vaginal  Fistula  aod  Stricture  of  tbe 
'Tagina,  wilb  Fortnatiou  of  Two  Large  Urinary  Oalonli  in  the  Vagina,  behind 
~    Strict  are —Spontaneous  Cure  of  the  Fistula. 

Two  Cases  or  Amputation  at  the  Uip  Joint.  Remarks  on  the  Anatomy  of 
Femoral  Hernia.  Giiae  of  Epilepsy  treated  bj  Trncheotomy,  and  wearing  of  a 
Tracheal  Tnbc,  with  Remarks,  Remarks  on  the  ReEtoration  of  tbe  Entire 
Lower  Lip,  with  Cases.    Cases  of  Amaurosis  treated  *itb  the  Pomade  de  Gon- 

Idret  OD  tbe  Sinciput. 
These  Nombers  are  in  oonrsc  of  preparation,  aud  will  form  one  Complete 
Tolume,  tbe  First  of  a  Series.    Tbe  First  Number  will  appear  in  March,  1858. 
TsBua  OF  SuBscRii^ioK. — Each  Number,  76  cents,  to  be  paid  far  oadeliverjr 
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LIUDSAY  &  SLAKIBTON, 

PltUadelphla. 

.UERU'S 

con  L.lT'EK    OIL,   JE1,L,V, 

\  Approved  by  the  N.  Y.  Academy  of  Hedioine,  in  tlieir  Sitting  ol 
June  3d.  1857, 
ns  85  per  lent.  of  pure  Oil. 


An  capeilenw  of  two  yean  baa  demonstrated  that  my  mode  uf  Jellifying  Cod  Liver 

Oil  is  uoi  out;  ft  iDDBt  cerlain  improvement,  inasmuch  as  ll.  enables  any  one  tu  take  tb« 

"remefly  witboul  feeling  the  nausooua  tuaie.  nhicb  cannot  be  avoided  by  the  nae  of  |lho 

I  crude  oil— that  it  does  not  produce  vomitings  or  InKntioD.aa  the  oil  loo  oft*n  does — 

I'  bat  likewise,  that  it  Innnasts  the  action  nfthe  i)t|  to  such  an  extent  that  a  leaapooDfill 

of  my  Jelly  ia  decUred  by  al)  Phjslciana  wbo  have  preBorlbed  it,  to  be  as  opetalive  at 

I  a  tablespooDfal  of  tlie  liqnid  oil. 

[  I  prepare  two  iii>rl«  of  Cod  Liver  Oil  Jelly— one  sort  with  the  Berpen  or  Norway  Cod 

'l  Liver  Od,  whirb  1  consider  to  be  tbe  only  medidual  oil—and  another  with  the  whita 

Newfutindiand  or  American  Oil.    Thin  latter  sort  can  be  masticated,  a  pleaasnt  taste 

will  be  found  to  it,  ani  should  be  need  In  the  only  gomi  when  the  patient  cannot 

'  (wallow,  aa  directed  for  tbe  Harway  si^rt,  or  to  prepnre  the  taste  and  alomacb  of  tba 

ti                   patient  to  the  use  nf  my  Norway  or  utGEiaal  Cod  Liver  Oil  Jelly. 
My^atnphlrteiptRlaTnglhe  diflerence  of  mfdieinsi  properties  as  regard  to  the  dif- 
tBrent  sorts  of  Cod  Liver  Oil.  with  comparative  analysis,  will  be ' "— 
iJ^j .:._.  _i. V  .„.  J. 


ij  ask  for 

E.  QUERU,  Practical  Chemist, 

13S  Fonrtti  Arenne,  Iff.  T. 
PEJVFOLD.  CLAV tc  CO.,  Wholaale.Sgtnl>,JVc.*FltleherSt.,J<r.r. 


KEEllCAL  GAZETTS  AUTEKTISBIU 


nunrASB  jusuluutiuji 
IM   MICROSCOPIC   AIVATOMY 

AND  THE  USE  OF  THE  MICROSCOPE. 


■^ii^ilctw^ 


The  nnderrfgned  win  deUrer  s  Private  Conne  ■■  OS  MICBOSCOPK  AHAT- 
OMY  AND  THS  CSE  Of  THE  MiCROSCOPB.''  ai  B«»mM  BnqMl^    ~ 
fraclical  Kpplication  to  Ibe  itod;  or  be^tbj  and  diitM(J  timmm^aii  ia 
aHgnociB  of  iiaBme.  will  be  thoronghlj  denoaatntcd.    ne  LeHoaa  ai 

Idj^  lUnMratod  l^  aeveMi  outelleat  MicroKopeo.  and  a  great ^' "  " 

parcal,  opaque,  and  tqjeetedtpeciineiuorUie  Tariooa  lawea  ■ 

Tbe  CoDne  U  designed  for  practUioners  ■«  «ell  u  ha 
and  will  cocuist  of  Twelre  L^eouB,  three  Ui  be  ^ven  (ach  week.    TiekH,  Si& 
J.  W.  S.  GOULET,  ILD, 

n  Eut  Fonileaitk  SMM. 
REFEREJ^CES: 
PfOt.  A.  Clark,  M.D.,  I         Jamra  R.  Wood,  HJ>.. 

"     J.  T.  Meicaire.  M.D.,         |  Prof.  W.  H.  Van  Bnrea.  ILD^ 

■■     B,  F.  Barker,  M.  D„         I  '■    C.  R  Gilman.  M-D., 

Geo.  T.  Elliot,  Jr.,  M.D„  |         C.  E.  laaaca,  M.D. 

:a  xj  Gr  :ej  .A.  TJ  T:t 
TONI-NLTRITIVE    WINE, 

Saactioaed  b;  tbe  Hew  Tortt  Aeadem;  of  HtdiaiM  and  prescribed  by  Iht 
noHt  Eminent  PbjsiciuiB  of  New  York  uni  Parie  ia  caf«j  where  a  gentle  toair 
Is  required,  and  eapeciallj-  to  coHTaleKeuts  from  iatetDiiuent  and  otbet  fmn 

Tliia.pawarfill  aid  to  regt<»lng  general  healtb  a  composed  of 

KlLia  WIHE,  FEilCTUIl  UltK  DID  CICIO, 

and  has  been  foaad  most  efficacious  )ij  all  vbo  liave  used  it 
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Palmer's  Patent  Leg  and  Mechanical  Surgery, 

No.  378  Broadway,  N.  V., 
376  ObesDitt  St.,  FbUa.,  &  19  Oreen  St.,  Boston. 


AT  the  orgBut  request  or  the  iiriaaipBl  sargeona,  pbysicians,  and  out 
DumeroDs  pitraiu  iu  BoBton.and  TBiiaua  parts  of  tha  cauiitt7,ne  bMM 


patrons  it 

reluctantly  been  indaoed  lu  relinquish  ihemuiiifaGtareof  Anificii 


countt?,  n  . 

LegB  at  Spring , 

"iton.  Maw.    Wo 


JuiTe  now  lUiiee  inalitiitiooa,  to  nil:— at  Nbw  Yohk.  Boston,  and  Pan. 

I^UuriVBlj  devoted  to  thij  brancb  of  Surgical  art;  wbere  v/e  ixa  (ainr  Clt;,  UospUal, 
^k^  '  "      -  y  fatienla,  oT  enrj  olui  ud  eonditlim,  (o  the  tulleat  eitsot.  and  with  tha 

..  , ^g  Buccesa.  ntth  attiGcial  limbs  that  are  iierfactly  natoral  In  their  B,ppeaF- 

j;  auj  aiid  emloently  aerviceabta  in  their  aperatloos;  Ibnt  diBgnlae  most  perfectly 

I^DBtoral  losB,  and  an  truly  rtonomical.    Mr.  P^mer'a  Actiflcial  Leg  is  without  an 

tant  rlrsl,  either  ID  Europe  or  America,  and  is  woni  by  nearly  three  thousaatf 

IB  with  astonisliing  auccess,  upward  of  five  hundred  of  wham  are  ladiet;  andiar. 

M  tlfirlg  individualt  each  matting  upon  Ubo  ^rlifiaal  Ligt. 


__..  _..       „  _  .,    _.  il  featnteB, 

valot^ical  ^d  pathologltal  eondlCinn  at  (he  matilaled  member  an  anentively. 

1  ..._. ... ._ _.  .. .  ----"■  BOO  in  our  abilfli 

onditlonHof  mud 


laM 


have  Ihoi  far  been  «blB  tn  fceep  pace  with  erery  improTeinent  and  hnrnanitMyi 
«f  tha  apcratiog  eargesn  to  aare  every  portion  at  limb  lliat  ia  pooeilile,  Itt  om^' 

.!__  .1. .  —  ful  and  beautiful  appliaaix  for  the  parts  nade  by  Chopart'a  eper- 

iymes'  upenition  at  tbe  Anble  and  Knee  Joiol>i;  and  for  erer* 

_..  _...._,  Leg,  or ThifTb. 

In  thia  reepect,  aa  w«ll  u  in  tlie  peculiar  and  beuitifal  mechanism  of  Ihia  limb,  oOr- 

lUlaled  patients  are  moat  Bieuallr  labored  in  the  tniciyiDeBt  of  the  auperiDr  ben^tti 

..jlDh  acience  and  art  aOurd;  and  nhlch  have  aol,  Utberto,  been  asaaciated  in  tbs 

Srattlce  of  this  branch  of  Surpery.  Until  recently,  and  in  connection  iiiih  this  inveo- 
On,  tbe  patient,  alWr  anbmitljnK  lo  a  moat  painrul  and  bumiliating  inutiUtlon,  bit 
been  comntitted  tu  Ibe  rare  and  operatiuns  of  aume  common  artiaan— vho,  being  ear. 
tlttity  Ignorant  of  the  snalumy  ejiil  putliolOEy  of  the  amputated  limb— as  alao  of  Iha 

' Ida  of  nature,  and  alike  regardleiiB  of  tbe  wonnded  spirit  of  bii  patron,  baa  pro- 

ItDBddmlarartune  tomlsTortane,  and  heap  bnmiliatlcni  upon  humillalioni 
science  and  art  nbich  have  dlatingulnhed  onr  operationa.  and  given  Ibema  tri- 
|b>Bt  aid  happy  auoceai,  irfe  tia  ptaattd  to  koow.bave  been  generously  appreciated 

., accredited  by  the  most  prominent  Eurgeona  in  thia  country  and  in  Europe,  onr 

WunerouB  patrana.  and  the  intelligent  communitj  iu  genera].    In  ERTcntiEN'a 

1 1 1-1 .1 —  "urgeiy  (London),  thia  limb  haa  been  honorabty 

jflga  we  now  poaa 
d  the  Peuzk  Heu 

"  e  Surgeoi 

«  byVti. _ 

V,  M  D.,  Prof,  of 


^ ,    ._     „ ttj  in  gener 

papular  worli  on  Operative  Surgeiy  (London),  thia  limb  baa  been  honarabty  DoUoiid  u 

loUows.  tOTit:— "The  most  perteet  of  all  the  ArtiScial  Loga  we  n 

one  iaveuted  by  Hr.  B.  F.  Palmer.    Thia  invention  received  the  Peu 

WoBLD'a  BiBiBiTiOH  of  IMSl.    It  merits  tbe  entire  coiifldence  oF  Ibe  Surgeon." 

^LP«4tr'B  dlstingnished  work  on  Surgery,  with 

UOTT,  H.D.,  Prof  of  3ur;fery,  and  addition*  h; 


-■■  The  4 


iclal  Leg  of  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer  haa 
o  r.reat  Britain,  France,  and  tbu 


B  of  tbo  greai.  .   ,_.     .   

:t  light,  the  average  weight  being  ^"urpD 


ingaanim" 

inda.    They 


^^viriul 


country,  it  baa  been  exhibited  thirl 

iiance  received  the  ataari  aflhi  Mghnt  or  fitti  |Frflnhin 
vailc  immediately  upun  lla  application,  with  remarkable  < 
Pamphlets,  containing  valuable  informatloD  apd  nume 
"  ' "grsttetoall  wbnapply  to  PiiubbA  Co. 


Bulge's  Apparatus  for  Fractured  Thigh        M 

1>  respectful  If  BUbmitted  to  the  ci&mitmtloii  and  criticism  or  tbe  profneioo.  It  is  ^fl 
Ute  iareatlnn.  which  has  elicited  very  favniable  Fommeat,  bb  far  as  it  is  knowD.  I^ 
bu  been  tharoughly  tested  in  actaal  puctice.uid  h&s  prodnced  the  moit  gntlfying 
Te«alts.  It  IB  remarkabl;  glmpte  in  its  conatriictiaii,  easllj  applied,  camrortabte  U>  the 
patient,  adapted  to  fracture  of  either  limb  ami  lo  patienla  of  an;  eize.  It  a  free  fniiii 
all  the  objections  tonhichthe  ordtaaiy  stmigbt  splint  is  liable,  and  ponseesea  other 
new  Teatarea  of  great  practical  ntilltf.  Bj  it  the  Donnlerextending  pnsanre  Is  ant- 
Bned  lo  the  natea  and  tuberosities  of  the  iachia,  and  does  not  at  all  inipingG  opon  the 
front  of  tbe  grain,  b;  whicli  meana  one  of  the  most  freijoeut  soiiixus  of  lumajaiiec  tad 
danger  ia  obiiated.  Xo  part  of  the  bod;  is  oanfloed  except  tbe  injured  limb  and  that 
tovhtchil  ia  immediately  articnlated,  viK.,  the  pelvis;  Ihaa  the  chest  ia  led  CDtlnTy 
nnrestrnlned,  and  ranch  freedom  of  motion  granted  to  the  whole  npper  part  of  the 
body,  which  lends  greatl;  to  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  patient. 

The  pelTis  is  so  secured  as  not  to  be  liable  to  lateral  motion  or  to  sink  In  tbe  bed. 

Froiislon  is  also  made  for  facility  of  defecation,  thus  ensarlng  the  greatest  jioasible 
cleanliness,  and  preventing  tbe  necesaity  of  diatarbing  the  patienl  when  iiis  bonels  u« 
moved. 

(a~  Member):  of  tbe  prafessian  may  obtain  tiiis  apparatus  complete  ia  all  its  parts, 
and  nicely  packed,  by  sending  thiktv-fivi  imLLAUS  b;  muil  or  exiiresg  tc  the  ad- 

""°  J.  H.  BOBAB.T  8UB.OII,  M.B., 

I3S  DulHetd  Slrcel,  Bnwiaj-n,  N.  Y.,       ' 
n  WIIJJAH  J.  BURGB.  M.D.,  TauiUon,  Man. 

For  Hirlbrr  particuiare  see  Transactions  American  Heflical  Associaliou,  Vi 
New  York  Journal  of  Medicine,  May.  1H67,  or  addresB  as  above. 

NO  T  I  C  E. 

Tbe  subscriber  having  removed  from  399  Broadway,  comer  of  Walker  Slree 
•11  ordera,  in  future,  for  his  Preparations,  are  lo  he  addrcasetl  to 

THOMAS  T.  GREEK, 

APOTUHnjRT, 

862  Broadwa7>  comer  of  14th  StieM,   i, 

UNION  FLICK  BOTE! 


I  UEDICAL  GAZETTE   ADVBETI3EE. 

TO    THE    nEDICAI^    PROFESSIOIV. 

L  "Ferruginous  Preparations." 

Would  call  ihe  attention  of  PhyHioians  and  Druggists  to  tliuir  large  assortment 
of  Ferruginous, Preparations,  protecteil  by  a  covering  of  nugar,  so  as  to  wftrraot 
their  keeping  for  any  length  of  time.  These  Sugar  Coated  Fills  or  iimgiea,  pre- 
pared by  Uesars.  Garnier,  Lamouroox  Jk  Oie.,  of  ^aris,  Die  warranted  to  oont^a 
the  exael  propeTlioni,  and  prepared  from  the  eery  pureil  articlea;  the  fotlow- 
ins  are  a  few  of  those  me  can  furnish  in  any  quantites  at  the  InuieM  whohtale 
priOB,  tIe;  Iodide  Lactate,  Hydrogen  reduced,  Manganeie  and  Iron,  Vallrt't 
Citrate  and  Tartrate  of  Iron,  also  Quinine  Pills.  1  gr.  each;  all  the  combiaa- 
tlons  of  Kxtraei  of  Copaiba,  Cabebs  and  Iron,  Aaiafalida  Pills;  all  tbe  alka- 
loids ia  granules  of  one  Qflietb  (1-SO)  of  a  grain,  Opium  Fills,  1  gr.  each;  and 
other  D.  S.  Pharm.  Pills. 

PHY8ICIAHS'  PRESCRIPTIOIVS 

will  be  pnt  np  with  the  above  Drag£eB  or  Sugar  Coated  Fills  only  when  pre- 
scribed; thus  for  abreviatioD  S.  C.  at  the  end  of  the  pill  prescribed,  or  the  full 
word  Dragfes  of  Iodide  Iron,  fto.,  Ac,  &a.  We  have  at  tbe  disposal  of  the 
FaouHj  correct  lista,  with  proportion  of  active  ingredients  in  each  Dragfie  or 
Pill,  Bj  Addressing, 


I 


rtbruirf,  IBOt, 


DELLUC  &  CO.,  Dispensing  Ipothecaries, 

639  BKOADKrAT,  aud 

2S0  Fonrtb  Avenae. 


TO    THE    MEDICAL    PROFESSIOJV. 
ZTo.  S09  BB.OA]>WAT, 

IC\J  occupieJ  bj  George  I).  Cogj 


Igthlt, 


teoor»t»ly  di^punaeil. 


A.   B.   &  D.   SANDS, 

141   WILLI AM-ST.,  CORNER   OF   FULTON,   NEW-YORK, 

Offer  for  sale  for  Cash,  or  an  approved  Credit,  at  the  Lowest  Market 

Prices,  a  large  and  well-selected  assortment  of  Kast  India,  Mediterrsnean,  and  Eii-_ 

ropean  Drugh  and  Mkdicinks.  French,  Knglish,  and  American  (^hcmicHls  of   all  kinds. 

low's    genuine    brown    WINDSOR    AND    HONEY    SOAPS, 

Perftnncry.  Fancy  Articles,  Fancy  Soaps,  Brushes,  Extracts,  Bronzes,  Trusses.  Leeches, 
Pdinta  and  Oil.^.  Dye  Stuffs,  Urngjfists'  Labels,  Window  Glass,  Surpfi-^al  Instru- 
ments, Druggists'  Glass  Ware,  Hatters'  Goods,  Shakers'  Herbs  and  Roots, 

Together  with  every  Article  comprising  the  Stock  of  a   Druggist  or  a  Physician. 


DR.    McMUNN'S 


THIS  IS  THE  PURE  AND  ESSENTIAL  EXTRACT  FROM  THE  NATIVE  DRTJQ. 


It  contains  all  the  valuable  medicinal  properties  of 
Opium,  in  natui-al  combination,  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
its  noxious,  deleterious  and  useless  prinv''.iple!i  upon 
which  its  bad  effects  dej'end.  It  possesses  ail  the 
■edative.  anodyne  and  anti-spa&mudic  powers  of 
Opium. 

To  produce  sleep  and  composure  ; 

To  relieve  pain  and  irritation,  nerroxis  excitttnent  and 
morhid  irrilaliility  of  body  end  mind  ; 


To  allay  convulsive  and  spasmodic  action,  ^'c.  4'^. 
And  being  purified  from  all  the  noxious  and  deleteri- 
ous elements,  its  operation  is  attended  by 

No  sickness  of  the  stomach,  no  vomiting,  no  headache. 

Nor  071]/  derangement  qf  tltt  constitution,  or  general 
health. 

Hence  its  high  superiority  over  Laudanum,  Parego- 
ric. Black  Drop,  Denarcotised  Laudanum,  and  every 
other  Opiate  preparation. 


rilB  (Elixir  nf  cr}itnni  is  nlsn  grrntlij  Sttptrinr  tn  3KnrjiIjinB. 


1.  In  its  containing  all  the  active  medicinal  virtues 
of  Opium  in  native  combinatlrn,  aiid  in  its  being  its 
full  representative,  while  Morpliine,  being  only  one 
of  its  principles,  cannot  al:*rie.  aii-1  that  in  an  a:  llfic^al 
state  of  conibinatim  t'^o,  jiroJuoc  all  the  ciiaracteris- 
tic  effects  ol  so  iriMi..;!  .mt  a  rtmci'y,  win  u  four  or 
five  of  its  ijthor  Vc-luaf.-lc  |.:lnci^;les  aie  cx'jlu'iod. 

2.  In  its  effect  tho  !ll:\ir  is  more  characteristic, 
permanent  and  unifunsi  iiiUii  any  of  the  arlijlcial  cow 
pounds  of  Morplieno. 

3.  And  as  a  P>ti>nr>ii  t-i,  :t  is  nr-t  liable  to  decompose 
or  dett-rioiatc  like  :!.'»  >'.  '..(Uv.s  i-f  .^lorj.l  ine  ;  and 
thus  is  obviat'.d  a  ;-.  ;■■!;«!  •.' ^--oiiun.  v.  i:i'.-h  Las  pre- 
vented the  latter  f:or:i  ii.-ii.g  u.-.o.i  with  piocisii-n  and 
effect. 

To  speak  f:ummarily.  ;ho  Kl;xir  «>f  Oj'iuin,  as  a  re- 
medy, may  bo  adopfd  in  ill  ci'^*'.^  i>».  wlii.h  <');iiMm  fjr 
its  preparations  are  uiln.iiiiilerol,  wilb  tlie  oorininly 
of  obtainiiij;  tU  thoir  .-al.itary  and  ij  i|'i»y  ollcots, 
without  bei.:g  f.iMov/cd  by  iLei:-  cist;-css,ing  and  per- 
nicious consequouops. 

The  following  tc-stiini^iiisl,  lecently  receivivl,  em- 
braces Ke\cr!il  in'.eresiiiig  aiid  vo:y  important  fr^cis 
ronnected  with  the  uJnunistrauon  <>{  tlio  Mlixir  of 
Opium  ;  and  it  is  b'-litjvo'i  tlie  views  expressed  by 
Dr.  Webb  will  accord  with  ti.e  exucrieuoe  of  every 
Physician  who  may  ii'lo]»t  the  u'^e  of  this  truly  vahi- 
abife  remedial  ageiit  in  his  praciice: 

Uevij.slead,  L.  L,  July  7, 1846. 
Messrs.  A.  B.  Si  D.  Sands, 

Crrntlemen, — I  regrc-t  that  urgent  and  unavoiilable 
engagements  have  prevented  me  from  answering 
yours  before,  reque-iting  my  opinion  of  Mc.Munn's 
GuxiR  OF  Opium,  or  any  facts  with  respect  to  its  ope- 
ration in  my  practice,  f  have  frequently  witnessed 
its  effects  in  cases  which  resisted  every  other  remedy; 


and  I  might  cite  a  number  of  instances  in  which  it 
seemed  to  act  like  a  charm  in  allaying  the  most  dan- 
gerous symptoms  when  other  means  liad  been  tried 
in  vain.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  u.*!ing  it  more  or 
less  in  my  practice,  ever  since  it  was  first  presented 
to  public  use,  and  I  know  of  no  sxih^tilute  for  it  in  all 
those  cases  in  which  it  is  desirable  to  allay  nervous 
irritability,  either  as  an  anodyne  or  soporific,  without 
producing  all  the  unpleasunt  consequences  incident 
to  the  narcotic  property  of  Opium.  A  case  occurred 
recently,  in  which  the  use  of  Morphine  was  followed 
by  a  state  re.'cml.ling  catalepsy.  The  patient  re- 
rnain»*d  insensible  for  five  hours  after  taking  a  mode- 
rate doso,  with  a  comfdete  suspension  of  sensorial 
power  or  vitlition,  without  my  discovering  the  caus- 
es ;  but  as  the*  effects  of  the  .Morphine  siil'sUlcd,  the 
pain>-  for  which  it  was  given  returned  with  such  se- 
verity that  the  do^e  was  ropeated,  and  the  same  results 
followeil.  I  substituted  the  Klixir,  and  she  was  per- 
fectly free  from  all  unpleasant  results  afterwards, 
and  completely  relieved. 

Another  cast-,  in  which  every  other  form  of  Opium 
had  betn  tried  l-efore  1  was  called,  was  relieved  by 
.Mc.\iu.N>'«  Kmxik.  The  patient  was  a  lady  who  had 
been  v<»miting  incessantly  for  two  or  three  days. 
She  cautioned  me  not  to  prescribe  any  preparation  of 
Opium,  insi-'ting  that  it  would  make  her  worse.  I 
ventured,  however,  to  try  it  without  her  knowledge, 
and  she  was  at  once  relieved,  falling  into  a  delight- 
ful slun)ber,  without  feeling  any  other  than  the  de- 
sired effect  so  that  as  an  onti-emctic  it  is  invaluable 
I  might  add  a  variety  of  other  cases,  but  the  opini- 
ons expressed  in  the  testimonials  you  have  already 
adduced  are  sufticient  to  convince  the  most  sceptical 
that,  when  judiciously  administered,  it  is  superior  to 
all  other  articles  in  use  for  particular  conditions. 
Very  respectfully  yours,         Ldwin  Wkbb,  M.  D 

NOTICK.— A.  B.  &  D.  Saxds  having  purchased  of  Dr.  McMuww  all  his  right,  title  and  interest  in  this 
article,  and  havin)^  been  the  sole  Proprietors  since  1841,  and  by  whom  it  has  been  prepared  during  that  pe- 
riod, respectfully  inform  dealers  and  consumers  that  no  Klixir  of  Opium  will  hereafter  be  genuine  unless 
having  their  signature  on  the  outside  wrapper ;  and  all  orders  from  tlie  "  Trade  ^  must  be  addressed,  as 
heretofore,  to  A.  B-  k.  D.  Sands,  Wholesale  Druggists,  141  William-street,  corner  of  Fulton,  New-fbrk. 

Sold  alK>  by  Dm^pgiiti  generally. 
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